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Strange  news  c*' 

that  2,000  saloons  are  compelled  to  ̂ '^se  for  the 
want  of  patronage.  Who  says  it  does  not  pay  to 
preach  and  write  prohibition?  All  of  these  saloons 
going  out  of  business  means  something  for  good. 

300  more  in  the  same  city 

We  hope  to  see  the  day 
e  saloon  in  this  fair  State 

ne  in  Mt.  Morris,  and  we 

too   many  Christian 

But  there  are  perhaps  < 
that  should   do  likewise 
when  there  will  not  be  c 
of  Illinois.     There  are  n 
thank  God  for  it.    Thet 

people  here  to  permit  the  saloon  sentiment  to  get 
a  foothold. 

We  hear  but  little  of  the  Armenian  question  of 
late,  only  we  know  that  the  terrible  destruction  of 

life  is  still  going  on.  The  suffering  is  appalling, 
and  will  increase  during  the  winter  months.  Funds 

are  being  sent  to  these  unfortunate  people  as  fast 
as  they  can  be  raised,  but  it  will  require  weeks  to 
reach  some  of  the  localities  where  the  suffering  is 

the  greatest  Unfortunately  the  interest  in  Ar- 
menia has  been  interrupted  by  the  world-wide  ex- 

citement growing  out  of  the  trouble  now  pending 
between  the  United  States  and  England.  It  is 

lamentable,  indeed,  that  the  two  best  nations  of 

earth  should  act  so  indiscreet  as  to  cause  the  neg- 

lect of  so  important  a  matter  as  that  pertaining  to 

the  Armenian  difficulty.  If  ever  a  people  needed 

help,  these  Christians  of  Turkey  do.  Their  lives 

are  threatened  on  every  hand,  and  their  property  is 

being  destroyed.  Most  assuredly  should  the  na- 
tions of  earth  contrive  some  lawful  way  of  helping 

them. 

Last  week  mention  was  made  of  a  very  seri
ous 

misunderstanding  between  the  United  State
s  and 

the  mother  country,  England,  which,  it  was
  then 

feared,  might  possibly  lead  to  war.  I
t  is  unfortu- 

nate that  such  a  difficulty  should  have  occur
red. 

It  startled  the  whole  world.  These  two
  nattons, 

speaking  the  same  language,  related  
to  each  other 

in  various  ways,  and  bound  to  each  oth
er  by  com- 

mercial ties,  and  dependent  upon  each  other  
are 

the  most  advanced  of  any  nations  of  ear
th,  and  tor 

war  to  occur  between  them  would  be  the  most  ap- 
palling event  of  the  century.  It  would  be  a  blot 

upon  civilization  and  Christianity,  requiring  genera- 
tions to  remove.  But  the  excitement  seems  to  be 

subsiding.  A  second  sober  thought  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic  is  having  a  good  effect,  and  it  is  be- 

lieved that  an  understanding  may  be  reached  that 
will  guarantee  peace  between  the  two  countries  for 
generations  to  come.  War  is  cruel.  It  is  brutal 
and  unbecoming  civilized  nations,  and  surely  such 
a  disgraceful  calamity  will  not  occur  between  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  England. 

We  admire  a  recent  editorial  in  the  New  York 

Independent,  called  out  by  the  trouble  between  this 
country  and  England.  We  would  that  the  press  of 
the  country  would  express  such  strong  sentiments 
in  support  of  pert=».  It  says:  "War?  No!  a  thou- 

sand times,  nol  God  forWJI  It  is  a  thought  too 
monstrous  to  be  seriously  entertained.  War  means 
slaughter,  frightful  slaughter.  It  meat,s  the  killing 
of  men  in  untold  numbers.  It  means  the  making 
of  widows  and  orphans  by  tlie  thousand  and  the 

breaking  up  families.  It  means  destruction  of 

property,  great  injury. to  commerce,  and  th«  wast- 
ing of  millions  of  treasure.  It  is  not  a  gay,  t  aval 

parade,  nor  a  grand  military"  review,  but  a  > I < ■  1  i I .  , 
ate,  vindictive  and  remcrseless  duel  to  the  death, 

The  greater  the  combatat.ta,  the  n'.cve  fierce  ami 
terrible  the  war.     War  with  England?     irnpossible. 

'   i:      "r  f-  ''  TW'  -        "        >r-    '.tf   ..I'       ''''i'-1 
one  race,  one  language  and  one  civilization.  OuT 
frequent  expressions  of  jealous  impatience  with  her 
only  prove  the  sincere  attachment  that  exists  at 
bofom.  War  with  England?  Far  be  it  from  us. 
War  with  the  United  States,  her  own  kin,  with 

whom  the  bonds  of  peace  have  so  long  remained 
unbroken?  England  cannot  tolerate  the  thought. 

It  ought  to  be  impossible.  We  are  too  far  ad- 
vanced in  Christian  civilization  to  think  of  war  as 

the  solution  of  our  difficulty.  We  have  a  difficulty; 

but  God  has  given  us  reason,  and  have  we  cultivat- 
ed reason  during  all  the  centuries  since  we  left  the 

shades  of  barbarism  to  dethrone  it  now  for  an  ap- 
peal to  the  sword?  Those  who  welcome  war,  talk 

like  fools;  those  who  grow  hilarious  over  the  pros- 

pect of  it  are  merry  with  insanity." 

Were  we  duly  authorized  to  make  another  be- 
atitude and  add  it  to  those  in  the  fifth  chapter  of 

Matthew,  it  would  be  this:  "Blessed  is  the  man 

who  has  to  work  for  a  living."  We  believe  that 
honest,  earnest  and  cheerful  toil  is  the  only  royal 

road  to  success  and  happiness.  In  nature  we  see 

everything  at  work.  Even  the  heavenly  bodies  have 
their  movements.  Every  particle  of  animal  and 

vegetable  matter  has  some  allotted  duties  to  per- 
form, and  for  man  to  spend  his  years  in  idleness, — 

without  a  fixed  purpose  or  object,— is  contrary  to 
all  we  know  concerning  the  laws  governing  phys- 

ical, mental  or  religious  forces.  Let  all  the  men, 

women  and  children  have  some  fixed  purpose,  how- 

ever insignificant,— and  be  urged  to  throw  their 
strength  into  it,  and  extract  happiness  therefrom. 
Woe  unto  the  person  who  has  no  aim  in  life!  Dale 
Owen  tells  the  story  of  a  man  made  unhappy  by 

his  well-to-do  circumstances.  His  father  left  him  a 

princely  fortune.  He  was  well  educated,  married 
happily  and  had  loving  children  growing  up  around 
him.  All  that  good  health,  leisure,  taste  and 

wealth  could  afford  were  at  his  command.  Seem- 

ingly he  knew  no  want.  He  was  Owen's  friend. Mr.  Owen  was  a  hard  working  man;  he  hardly 
knew  what  leisure  was.  But  he  was  induced  to 

spend  a  day  in  the  home  of  his  fortunate  friend,  in 

a  great  park.  The  day  seemed  perfect.  Finally 
he  said,  "  I  have  been  thinking  that,  if  I  ever  met  a 
man  who  had  nothing  to  desire,  you  must  be  he; 
are  you  not  completely  happy?  "  He  quickly  an- 

swered: "  Happy!  ah,  Mr.  Owen,  I  committed  one 
fatal  error  in  my  youth,  and  dearly  have  I  paid  for 
it!  I  started  in  life  without  an  object,  almost  with- 

out an  ambition.  I  said  to  myself,  '  I  have  all  that 
I  see  others  contending  for;  why  should  I  strug- 

gle?' I  knew  not  the  curse'that  lights  on  those who  have  never  to  struggle  for  anything.  I  ought 
to  have  created  for  myself  some  definite  pursuit,  no 
matter  what,  so  that  there  would  be  something  to 
labor  for  and  to  overcome.  Then  I  might  have 

been  happy."  Here  we  have  the  fate  of  idleness, 
though  surrounded  with  plenty.  Again  we  say, 

"  Blessed  is  the  man  who  has  to  work  for  a  living." - 

/"A  Woniikki-ul  Letter  "  is  the  title  of  a  circular; 
letter,  widely  circulated  in  this  country  by  the  Sab-  \ 
batarians,  it  is  to  be  presumed.     The  letter   is   said 

to    ha-     been   written   by   Jesus   Christ,    and    was 
found  under  a  great  stone  sixty-three  yea.     afb 
his  death.     It  was  discovered  by  a   little  girl   who, 
unaided,  turned  the  great  sto.      over  and  secured 
the  remarkable  document.     It  was  translated   from 

the  Hebrew  by  a  learned  Jew  and  now  finds  its  way 
to  the  world.     The  letter  starts  out  thus:   " 
■ver  worketh  011  the  Sabbath   day   shall   be 
I  command  you   to   go   to   church    and    keep   the !-'■'.'      1  1:1)     '■■■!■      •■!»!  1 .,, 
w,  ,  '<."  Some  people  are  just  about  credulous 
enjugh  to  believe  that  this  letter  is  genuine,  but 
it  is  a  forgery,  and  has  been  exposed  so  often 
that  it  seems  strange  that  any  one  could  be 
found  to  place  the  least  confidence  in  it.  The 

greater  sin,  however,  is  against  those  who  pub- 
lish and  circulate  it,  for  in  so  doing  they  bring 

themselves  under  the  condemnation  of  Rev.  22:  18, 

which  says:  "  For  I  testify  unto  every  man  that 
heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book,  if: 

any  man  shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  addi 

unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this  book."f 
The  design  of  the  forged  letter  is  to  add  to  the  revi 
elation  contained  in  the  New  Testament,  and  for 
that  reason  should  be  the  more  shunned.  It  is 

sufficient  for  the  faithful  to  regulate  their  lives  by 

the  Gospel,  and  not  resort  to  forged  communica- 
tions to  deceive  themselves  and  others.  This  is 

another  way  the  Sabbatarians  have  of  defending  a 
doctrine  that  is  absolutely  contrary  to  the  genius  of 

the  new  dispensation.  A  doctrine  that  has  to  de- 

pend upon  a  forged  letter  for  defense  is  in  a  de- 

plorable condition. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES   FROM  F0RE1QN  TRAVEL. 

[\o.  25 — Diary    of 

As; 

Jerusalem,  Nov.  q,  1&Q5. 

may  wish  to  know  what 
.ilyi 

:idents 
nnected 

ncluded 
are  some  of  the 

overland  trip  through  Palestine,  we  have  c< 

to  give  our  glimpses  of  it  as  we  note  them  down 

each  day  in  our  daily  journal,  and,  as  an  intro- 
duction, we  will  here  say  that  we  happened  on  a  bad 

time  for  taking  such  a  journey,  because  of  the  late 
Armenian  troubles  and  the  disturbed  condition  of 

the  country  on  account  of  local  wars  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  sections  through  which  we 
wished  to  travel.  At  this  time  there  has  been  a 

general  outbreak  between  the  Khurds  on  the  east 

of  Mt.  Hermon,  and  the  Druses  on  the  west 

side,  and  to  make  the  complication  still  worse,  the 
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several 
did  not 

[>f  sto- 

•obbed 

Druses  and  the  Metawles,  on  the  west  side  of  H
er 

mon,  are  also  in  arms  against  each  other, 
 and  al- 

ready had  several  skirmishes  in  which 

were  killed  and  more  wounded.  This  we 

learn  until  we  reached  Damascus  and  had  01 

arations  made  for  the  journey.  All  kinds 

ries  were  told  us,-that  we  were  liable  to  be 

or  killed  and  that  it  was  not  at  all  safe  to  make  t
he 

trip  under  existing  circumstances.  Our  drag
oman 

also  seemed  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  going,  and 

asked  us  if  wc  were  willing  to  take  the  risk.  W
e 

told  him  that  the  matter  was  in  his  hands,  and 
 if 

he  felt  that  it  was  safe  to  go  wc  would  follow.  W
e 

were  exceedingly  anxious  to  make  the  trip  and 

therefore  did  not  wish  to  be  disappointed.  It  was 

then  decided  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  take  the 

usual  route,  east  of  Mt.  Hermon.  as  the  greater 

part  of  the  trouble  and  danger  was  on  this  side  and 

north  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  Therefore  we  arranged 

to  go  down  on  the  .west  side  and  strike  the  regu- 

lar route  at  Baniss  or  Ca;sarea  Philippi.  which 

requires  two  days  longer  than  on  the  east  side. 

Our  outfit  consisted  of  seventeen  horses  and 

mules,  eight  men,  including  the  dragoman,  cook, 

waiter  muleteer  and  servants.     And  as  a  matter  of 

t 

; 

:  !     '    '"   » 
  I>ei    two  were ... 

or  a  party  i 
  r  com! 

I  the  ish  to  mi 

.  i  lin  make  it  need  alt 

.     0U1 

.     :  0 once  road 

betweer           Damasci  i  a  guard  in 
  id      van  in  the 

middle,  and  single  file,  our  company  made  quite  a 

show;  and  as  we  had  fully  committed  ourselves 
into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  we  had  no  fears,  so 

that  we  really  enjoyed  our  new  mode  of  travel. 

The  country  through  which  we  passed  was  seared 

by  the  long-continued  drought  and,  as  a  rule,  must 
be    very  sterile   under  the  most    favorable  condi- 

After  a  four  hours'  ride  we  halted  and  pitched 
night  at  Meiselun,  where  there 

In  about  thirty 

as  up,  carpeted, 

order  for  occu- 
in   diameter,    of 

beds 

•ith  beau 

esentablc 

ner,  taken  at  7  o'clock,  consisted  of  six  courses: 

soup  roast  mutton,  chicken,  potatoes,  custard  and 

fruits.  With  this  we  had  the  usual  spreads  and 

coffee,  tea  or  chocolate.  All  this  was  gotten  up 

as  nicely  and  as  palatable  as  in  a  first-class  hotel. 

After  our  evening  meal  we  seated  ourselves  at  our 

tent  doors  in  regular  Abrahamic  style,  talked  over 

the  events  of  the  day,  compared  our  notes  made, 

and  looked  at  and  listened  to  the  jabber  of  the 

natives,  who  turned  out  en  masse  to  see  the  Amer- 

icans, and  it  was  a  sight— we  mean  the  natives,— 

as  they  were  the  most  outlandish  and  poverty- 

stricken  looking  set  of  people  that  we  ever  beheld. 

Slouchy,  dirty,  half-dressed  women  crowded  around 

with  eatables  to  sell,  and  persisted  in  helping  our 

cook  to  prepare  our  meals  and  wash  the  dishes, 

etc.,  until  we  felt  like  rebelling.  But  as  we  had 

learned  to  eat  the  things  set  before  us  without 

asking  questions,  we  decided  to  take  things  pa- 

tiently and  trust  to  Providence  for  results. 

Second  Day;  Thursday,  Oct.  10. 

After  a  night  of  refreshing  sleep,  we  arose  from 

our  cots  with  grateful  hearts  to  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther for  his  protection  over  us,  and  after 

,.„,.  hastily  madej  the  servant's  bell  rang 
lls  that   In  1  ...iily.    which    coasted    of 

1   ,   butter,  j^'"   and   coffee,— 
ig  down  the  tents, 

,   ,  -       tding,  and  a  "hubbub"  it  was,  as 
ceedingly    loud,    boister- 

n.i    .xcitable  1  coplc,  so  that   it   takes   very 

ppenings  to  make  a  big  fu£s.     In  a  very 
our  belongings^v^ze  on  the  backs 

mules     id   donkey^  a>-.d  the  orders  were 

1    and  go  forward.'   Because  of  the  troubles 
ing  in  this   part   of  the  country,  and  the 

danger  of  i   by    robbers,   our  drago- 

toilet 

nform 

■:;   thejarJJie  for  a  rother  ̂ ,ckv^  jf .  n- 

wer-        c'b«L" 
i/erv   roufrh.   and.  in    nlaces.    onlv    bridle       ,  .,        '       ,_*'.-"'  te 

tents  for  the 

a  Khan  and  a  small  village. 

lutes  after  stopping,;our  tent 

ade  and  everything  in  tri 

pancy.  The  tents  are  nine  feet  ir 

heavy  ducking  and  lined  on  the  in: 

tifully  decorated  cloth,  making  quit 

appearance  and  we  felt  at  home  in  our  new  quar- 
ters as  far  as  taste  and  comfort  were  concerned,  but 

there  was  not  much  of  a  protection  against  the 

midnight  robher  and  the  thievish-looking  natives 

that  crowded  around  us  on  our  landing.  We 
placed  our  cots  next  to  the  outside  and  in  the  mid- 

dle, our  luggage  and  wearing  apparel,  so  that  they 
could  not  be  taken  by  reaching  in  from  the  out- 

side, or  be  gotten  without  crawling  over  our  cots 

and  the  things  that  we  placed  along  the  outer  part 
of  our  house.  For  additional  safety  we  had  two 

guards  to  watch  the  camp  during  the  night.  The 

kitchen  and  dining  tents  were  of  the  same  size, 

and  were  also  up  and  ready  for  use.  Two  very 
important  men  of  the  company  were  our  cook 

named  "  Sugary"  and  the  table  servant,  "  George," 
and  to  the  credit  of "  Sugary  "  we  want  to  say  that  he 
is  a  first-class  cook.    Our  bill  of  fare  for  every  din- 

d        ft       '     •     since  leaving  the  diligence 
is  very  rough,  and,  in    places,   only    brid 

1  ;teep  and   full  of  rock*,  that  it  would  be 

very  unsafe  for  ordinary  horses.  But  these  Arab 

steeds  are  exceedingly  surefooted,  and  can  climb 

over  rocks  like  goats.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 

let  them  go  and  they  will  pick  their  own  way  and 

carry  you  through  safely.  At  first  we  were  fearful 

of  being  pitched  headlong  over  the  rocks,  but  we 
soon  learned  to  trust  and  had  no  trouble. 

At  noon  we  stopped  two  hours  for  lunch  and 

rest  in  the  shadow  of  a  large  rock.  Our  lunch  was 

made  up  of  cold  meats,  chicken,  eggs  and  fruit. 
As  the  tents  are  not  pitched  at  noon,  we  had  no 

means  of  having  a  warm  meal,  but  we  were  well 

supplied  and  it  was  quite  good.  The  afternoon 

travel  was  through  a  very  rough  and  dangerous- 
looldng  country,  and  we  frequently  met  men, 

armed  and  savage-looking  but  were  not  molested 
by  any. 

In  this  part  of  the  world  the  people  all  live  in 

villages,  and  as  these  are  far  apart,  much  of  the 

territory  seems  to   be  uninhabited,   and  practically 
this  is  so.     Desolation   dt 
the  country. 

Early  in  the  afternoon 

at  Rasheya,  a  village  of  s 
catcd  on  a  terraced  hill 

chards  of  olives,  figs,  etc. 

good  shape,  and 

and   prepared  for 

icribes  the  condition  of 

we  halted  for  the  night 

•  me  three  thousand,  lo- 

and  surrounded  by  or- 
Soon  our  tents  .were  in 

■ve  entered 
th  great  pi 

rest,  as  over  six  hours  in  the 

saddle  brings  weariness  to  the  flesh,  to  those  un- 

accustomed to  horseback  riding.  In  a  short  time 

our  supper  bell  rang,  and  a  palatable  meal  awaited 

our  pleasure  in  the  dining  room.  After  a  hearty 

partaking  of  the  courses  there  prepared,  we  felt 

much  refreshed  and  had  the  pleasure  of  a  number 

of  callers  from  the  village.  Some  of  the  men  and 

boys   could   talk    fairly    good  English,  as   at  thi 

seem  to  be  in  better  circumstances  than  those  we 

met  the  night  before.  Here,  for  the  first  time; 
we  saw  samples  of  the  ancient  threshing  floors, 

which  are  generally  found  in  lots  of  eight,  ten  and 

more  together,  as  the  whole  country  around  come 

to  one  place  to  do  their  threshing.  This  is  done 
for  protection,  as  the  habits  of  the  people  remain 

unchanged  since  the  days  of  Joshua.  The  Philis- 
tines, or  similar  bands  of  marauders  still  infest 

these  mountainous  districts,  and  rob  the  laborers 

of  their  harvest,  if  opportunities  are  afforded.  By 

doing  the  threshing  alongside  -of  a  village  and  a 
number  being  together  at  the  same  time,  mutual 

protection  is  thus  afforded.  The  floors  are  some 
twenty  feet  square,  and  are  prepared  by  picking 

off  the  stones  and  leveling  the  surface  of  the 

ground.  The  grain  in  the  straw  is  thrown  on 
these  floors  and  then  threshed  by  dragging,  with 

a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  thresher  over  it,  made  in  the 

shape  of  the  old-fashioned  stone  sled,  except  that 
the  whole  bottom  is  flat  and  made  of  plank,  slightly 

turned  up  in  front.  The  plank  have  holes  made 
in  them,  on  the  under  side  an  inch  or  more  square, 

in  which  are  placed  stones  that  protrude  out  about 
an  inch.  This  makes  the  under  side  rough,  and 

as  it  is  dragged  over  and  over  the  grain,  the  wheat, 

etc.,  is  rubbed  out  and  the  straw  is  cut  into  quite 

short  pieces.  The  thresher  we  measured  at  this 

place  was  five  feet  lung  and  three  wide.  After  the 
threshing  is  done.  Hie  winnowing  commences.  We 

also  saw  them  doing  this.  In  this  case  a  good 

wind  was  blowing  and  the  winnowing  was  done 

by  pitching  the  grain  up  in  the  air,  when  the  chaff 
was  blown  away,  and  the  grain  would  fall  down  on 

the  heap.  This  process  was  continued  until  the 

grain  was  quite  clean  of  the  chaff.  The  pile  of 

grain  thus  cleaned  was  quite  large,  several  hundred 

bushels.     D  "-.en  slept 

by   ;lie  grain  that  it  might   not  be  stolen.     .A=  '■■-= 

watching,-.'  ''■       ,"  'inded   of  th     d 

f  the  prorjjfij  ■&_  .*^K^  they  told  David, 

saying,  Behold  the  Philistines'  fight  against  Keilah 
and  they  rob  the  threshing  floors." 

Third  Day  ;  Fritiu  1 

After  a  night  of  refreshing  sleep  we  were  out 

early,  and  at  7:  30.  started  on  our  way  southward. 
The  country  continues  to  be  hilly  and  rough,  but 
we  see  some  farming  done  and  many  yards  of  grapes, 

some  vines  full  of  large  bunches  of  luscious  grapes, 

very  good  and  tempting.  As  we  passed  a  small 
village  we  saw  a  large  number  of  men,  women  and 
children  all  dressed  in  their  best  garments.  At 

first  we  supposed  they  were  having  a  picnic,  but 
our  dragoman  told  us  that  it  was  a  wedding  party 

and  that  they  were  on  a  march  to  the  home  of  the 

bride.  The  thought  came  to  us  that  even  here,  in 

this  God-forsaken  and  poverty-stricken  land,  peo- 

ple persist  in  getting  married  and  having  a  general 

good  time.  How  strange!  Well,  as  we  said  be- 
fore, happiness  is  a  relative  experience,  and  we 

suppose  that  the  relatives,  comparatives  and  con- 
trasts are  found  here  as  well  as  anywhere  else. 

As  we  were  riding  down  a  steep  hill  and  ap- 
proaching a  sharp  curve  in  the  road  we  noticed, 

just  ahead  of  us,  a  man  running  across  this  curve 

and  up  the  other  side  to  a  large  rock.  The  sun 

was  very  hot,  and  as  we  passed  by,  the  man  was 

lying  down  in  the  shadow  of  this  rock,  resting  from 
the  heat  of  the  sun.  How  beautifully  this  little 

circumstance  illustrated  Isaiah's  description  of 
the  Christ:  "  He  shall  be  as  the  shadow  of  a  great 

rock  in  a  weary  land."  Also  the  cry  of  the  Psalm- 
ist: "From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto 

thee,  when  my  heart  is  overwhelmed:  lead  me  to 

the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I." 
The  shadow  of  a  rock  is  so  often  referred  to  in 

the  Bible  because,  in  many  places,  there  are  no 

trees  and  the  only  shadow  to  be  found  is  that  of j-         j    b   ~.,s, ..*.,,  .*.,   ~L   ,.„, .3    nets  aiiu  mc  oniy  snaoow  to  De  round  is 
place  there  is  an  English  Mission,  and  the  natives  |  a  rock,  and,  surely,  Palestine  is  full  of  them 
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At   the   noonday   hour  we  came  to   a  beautiful 
fountain,  gushing  out  from  beneath  a  large  lime- 

THEi   GOSPEL   nyCESSB3ST<3-EK,. 

Here  we  ate  our  lunch  under 
rid,  after  the  usual  rest,  continued  our 

i 

stone  rock, 

berry  tree, 

journey. 

Here,  for  the  first  time,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing,  at  a  distance,  Mt.  Hermon,  of  Bible  fame, 
and  were  reminded  of  the  fact  that  we  were  ap- 

proaching ancient  historic  grounds. 
After  a  tiresome  ride  of  several  hours,  through 

narrow  valleys  and  steep,  rocky  hills  we  came  to  a 
small  village  called  Hasbeya,  at  the  foot  of  Her- 

mon. In  Josh.  11:  17  it  is  called  Baalgad,  where 
we  pitched  our  tents,  rejoicing  that  another  day 
of  travel  through  a  dangerous  land  was  passed  in 
safety.  At  this  place  flows  out  a  brook  of  water 
and  it  is  said  to  be  the  source  of  the  upper  Jordan. 
The  little  town  is  said  to  contain  5,000  inhabitants. 
Here  is  a  Protestant  community,  with  a  church  and 
school  of  the  American  Mission  and  also  a  British 
Syrian  Mission.  This  is  the  headquarters  of  the 
Druse  sect  and  its  founder,  Ed.  Darazi  is  said  to 
have  lived  here.  H.  b.  b 

•ESSAYS, 

A  NEW  YEAR'S  THOUQHT. 

Good  resolutions  are  the  flowers 

That   blossom  in  the  sunny  hours, 
And  smile  within  the  leafy  bowers, 

That  cheer  the  heart,  dispel  the  gloom, 
And  for  the  love  of  God  make  room. 

But  conversion  is  the  fruit 

That  springs  from  resolution's  root, 
Result  for  which  the  bloom  essayed, 

The  end  for  which  the  entrance  prayed, 

L  Fulfillment  of  the  promise  made. 

THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

"For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin; 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." — 
2  Cor.  5:  21, 

Nothing  short  of  absolute  holiness,  absolute  per- 
fection, absolute  righteousness  can  satisfy  God. 

God's  justice  is  as  wide  as  his  mercy,  and  to  stop 
short  of  a  perfect  state  of  holiness  is  to  stop 
under  the  hand  of  justice  and  not  under  the  hand 

of  mercy.  God  has  made  a  perfect  sacrifice  for 
sin,  has  provided  a  perfect  substitute  for  the  poor, 
imperfect  sinner,  and  to  stop  short  of  the  absolute 

in  perfection,  holiness,  righteousness  and  sanctifi- 
cation,  is  to  substitute  our  works,  or,  at  least,  a 

part  of  our  works,  for  God's  predestined  plan  for 
man's  eternal  redemption.  Whenever  obedience 
to  precept  or  ordinances  is  made  a  factor  in  the 
work  of  righteousness,  man  carries  away  part  of 
the  honor,  part  of  the  glory,  and  Christ  is  not  all 
in  all, — there  can  then  be  no  absolute  degree  of 

holiness,  and  God's  foreordained  plan  for  man's 
salvation  falls  to  the  ground,  covered  with  shame 

and  disgrace.  "  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than 

hold  evil,  and  canst  not  look  on  iniquity.' 
to  be- Hab. 

I:  13- 

<i,b- 
Whenever  we  stop  short  of  Christ 

stitute,  we  stop  with  only  a  relative  degree  of  ho- 

liness, and  God  will  turn  his  eyes  away  from  us, 

declaring  that  he  never  knew  us. 

"  Follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  holiness,  with- 

out which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  Heb.  12: 

14.  Holiness  is  just  the  opposite  of  unholiness, 

just  the  opposite  of  uncleanness,  just  the  opposite 

of  sin,  and  no  man  can  see  God  with  sin  and  un- 

cleanness covering  him,  dwelling  in  him,  ruling 

him.  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall 

see  God."  Matt.  5:  8.  We  must  be  willing  to  lay 

all  upon  the  altar;  no  provision  must  be  made  
for 

the  flesh,  to  fulfill  its  lusts.  Rom.  13:  14.  A  com- 

plete, an  unconditional  surrender  is  required.    Not 

even  our  good  works,  not  even  our  obedience  can 
we  offer.  Self,  good  works,  obedience  to  ordinan- 

ces, all  surrendered  as  filthy  rags,  and  Christ  be- 
comes our  holiness.  We  see  God  and  live,  though 

continually  on  the  cross.  "We  live,  yet  we  live 
not,  for  the  life  which  we  live  by  the  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God  who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for 
us."     Gal.  2:  20. 

Let  there  be  absolute  holiness,  and  this  contin- 
ual strife  about  dress,  hair,  b.-ard,  tobacco  and 

kindred  questions  will  vanish  like  mist  before  the 
morning  sun.  We  are  needing  a  deeper  work  of 
consecration,  a  more  complete  surrender  to  Christ, 
and  legal  enactment  will  be  largely  swallowed  up 
in  Christian  sacrifice.  I  Cor.  8:  13.  Nothing  can 
enter  heaven  that  defileth,  that  worketh  abomina- 

tion, or  that  maketh  a  lie.  Rev.  21:  27.  All  sin 
defiles,  hence  without  holiness  we  cannot  enter 
heaven.  "  As  he  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so 
be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation;  because 
it  is  written,  Be  ye  holy;  for  I  am  holy."  I  Pet.  I: 
IS,  16.  A  complete  surrender,  and  Christ  is  our 
holiness,  we  stand  without  sin,  without  unclean- 

ness, absolutely  holy  as  God  is  holy.  "  Be  ye 
therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  is  perfect."     Matt.  5:  48. 

Christ  here  commands  us,  in  substance,  to  be  as 
perfect  as  God.  The  word  perfect  does  not  admit 
of  comparison.  If  you  are  perfect  you  stand  with- 

out sin.  If  one  sin  is  found,  you  cannut  be  perfect. 
One  crook  in  a  stick,  be  it  ever  so  small,  makes  it 
a  crooked  stick.  One  sin,  one  blot,  one  failure, 
and  you  stand  condemned  in  the  pure  eyes  of  God. 

only  lacked  one  thing  of  be- 
9:  21.  It  was  barely  one 
ugh  to  make  him  lose  heav- 

ugh  to  make  him 
trust  his  blind  obedience  to  legal  ceremony.     There 

ing   perfect.     Matt, 
thing,  but  that  was  e 
en,  and  lose   everythii 

d  obedienc 

are  many  to-day,— yes,  not  a  few  of  our  dear  Breth- 
ren,—who,  like  that  rich  young  man,  have  kept  all 

the  commandments  from  their  youth  up  and  yet 
they  lack  one  thing  of  being  perfect.  Many  will, 
like  the  young  man,  turn  away  sorrowful,  when 

they  find  the  one  thing  that  keeps  them  from  being 
perfect.  Perhaps  they  turn  away  to  works  and  or- 

dinances which  can  never  make  perfect. 

The  one  thing  that  hindered  that  young  man  was 
his  money,— his  riches.     All  had  to  be  surrendered 
for  Christ;  else  Christ  could  not  b 

How   many  among   us   lack   the 
which  that   young   man  lacked? 
a  complete  surrender  of  the  world  and  its  folli 

How  many  of  t's  lack  a  complete  surrender  of 
works,  our  obedience?     All  surrendered  and  Ch 

stands  for  us  as  our  perfection. 

Christ  our  perfection  and  we  are  perfect 

"Thy  people  also  shall  be  all  righteous."  Isa.  60: 
21.  God  hath  made  Christ  to  stand  for  us,  our 

righteousness.  We  should  not  go  about  to  set  up 
our  own  righteousness,  but  accept  the  righteous- 

ness of  God  (Rom.  10:  3),  and  stand  justified. 
The  Lord  our  righteousness  and  we  are  abso- 

lutely holy,  perfect,  sanctified.  There  is  no  sin, 
no  uncleanness,  no  blot  if  we  let  Christ  become  our 

righteousness.  "  For  both  he  that  sanctifieth  and 
they  who  are  sanctified  are  all  of  one  "  Heb.  2:  11. 

Bridge-water,  Va. 

perfection, 
one  thing 

many  lack 

God. 

THE  END  AND  THE  BEGINNING. 

BY  A,  HUT 

-msun. 

The  1 

well  with  thy  husband?  is  it  well 

iswered,  It  is  well."— 2  Kings  4:  26. 

f  the  present  year  is  near,  and  as  it 

ends,  another  begins.  Hence  the  threefold  ques- 
tion at  the  head  of  this  article.  How  many  of  us, 

on  a  careful  review  of  our  life  during  the  last  year, 

can  say  as  this  Shunammite  woman:  "It  is  well"? 
table  time  to  balance  accounts,  to 
,  and  if  we  find  that  the  account 

will  not  even  up  for  the  past  year,  what  is  our 

prospect  for  the  new  year?  If  we  find  a  shortage 
in  the  work  of  the  present  year,  we  ought  to  set 
out  anew,  to  make  amends  during  the  incoming 

year,  so  that,  if  we  are  permitted  to  live  to  the  end 

thereof,  we  may  give  good  evidence  that  we  have 
improved  over  the  past,  and  be  able  to  say,  All  is well. 

The  case  cited  above   is  worthy  of  o 
consideration.    When   you   read  the  eig 
of  that  chapter,  you  will  see  that  the  wo: 
tioned  there  was  called  a 

look  at  some  of  the  featur. 

r   careful 
th   verse 

lan   men- great  woman."     Let  us 
of  her  greatness. 

1.  She  wished  to  do  some  worthy  deed  for  Elisha 
because  she  believed  him  to  be  a  worthy  man  "  a 

man  of  God." 2.  She  docs  not  propose  to  act  rashly  in  the  case, 
but  confers  with  her  husband,  that  she  may  not 
only  have  his  approval,  but  his  co-operation  as  well. 

^  3.  In  her  preparation  for  the  comfort  of  the 
"man  of  God,"  she  does  not  propose  to  do  any- thing that  could,  in  any  sense,  be  considered  unnec- 

essary, or  extravagant.  A  "little  chamber,"  not  a 
palace,  and  in  the  furnishing,  there  was  no  vanity, ccs  of  furniture— a  bed,  a  table,  a Only    lot. 
tool  an 

ary  for 

held 

'It 

not    be 

candlestick,  each  of  which 
comfort. 

4-  She   was  great  because  of  her  spirit  of mission,  in  the  midst  of  a 

well,"  when  her  child  wa 
embrace  of  death. 

5.  She  was  great  because  she  woul 
turned  away  from  her  people  for  all  the  honors  of 
the  king,  or  the  favors  of  the  captain  of  the  host. 
She  answered,  "  I  dwell  among  mine  own  people." 
Who  of  us  can,  on  a  review  of  our  life  during  the 
past  year,  say  that  we  have,  in  every  sense,  been 
true  to  our  own  convictions,  taking  God's  Word  as 
the  foundation  for  our  convictions?  If  we  have 
made  no  unnecessary  display  of  ourselves,  or  of 
what  we  are  stewards  over  here,  then  we  may  have 
some  kind  of  a  claim  upon  that  which  is  com- 

mendable. And  if  we  have  not  been  living  to  the 

glory  uf  God  the  past  year,  what  do  we  propose 
doing  during  the  new  year?  Will  we  go  on  in  that 
way  for  another  year?  Surely  not,  but  we  ought 

to  be  diligent  in  trying  to  make'  an  improvement 
over  our  former  life,  so  that,  should  we  be  called 

to  an  account,  we  shall  have  the  privilege  of  hear- 

ing the  Master  say,   "  It  is  enough,   friend,  go  up 

s  he  that  condemneth  not 

vhich  he  alloweth."  Rom. 
much  depending  upon  our 

iving,  for  us  to  be  indiffer- 

Paul  says,  "  Happy 

himself  in  that  thing 

14:  23.  There  is  too 
life  which  we  are  now 

ent  about  it.  Jesus  says,  "  He  that  is  not  with  me 
is  against  me;  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me 
scattereth  abroad."  Matt.  12:  30.  So  it  must  be 
apparent  to  every  one,  that  we  will  each  have  to 

ler  an  account  for  our  influence  over  others,  as 

as  for  ourselves.  The  wise  man  says,  "He 
that  walketh  with  wise  men  shall  be  wise." 
McPhentm,  Kans. 

OUR  HIGH  CALLING. 

i  very  < 

vhere  ' 

B.  F.  KlTTINGER, 

Belovfd  in  Christ : — 
Forever  blessed  be  the  grace  that  se- 

cures such  a  wondrous  relationship  as  Brotherhood 

in  Christ  Jesus!  We  do  not  half  appreciate  our 

high  calling,  and  the  privileges  and  obligations 
it  confers,  God  our  Father;  Jesus,  the  co-eternal 
Son,  our  brother;  the  Holy  Spirit  our  life,  our 
comforter,  the  dispenser  of  all  the  fulness  of  God 
to  believing  souls.  Oh  it  is  past  finding  out,  and 
yet  it  is  gloriously  true,  and  within  the  reach  of 
the  chief  of  sinners.  Just  think  what  we  would 
be,  and  what  we  could  do,  if  the  Holy  Ghost  had 
all  the  liberty  in  us  which  he  had  in  the  Godman. 
And  this  is  precisely  the  standard  which  is  to 

mould  and  develop  and  mature  the  life  of  every 
poor  sinner  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  No  matter 

how  devil-possessed  a  soul  may  be,  if  God  is  al- 
lowed to  enter  and  have  control,  it  becomes  a 

luminous,  symmetrical,  rejoicing  temple  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  We  do  not  know  what  a  Savior  we 
have,  and  consequently  do  not  realize  the  peace 
and  joy  which  is  the  heritage  of  the  child  of  God, 
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A  real  appropriation  of  the  fullness  of  life,  offere
d 

in  Christ  Jesus,  would  make  us  the  wonder  of  the 

world,  both  for  joy  and  self-sacrifice  in  behalf  of 
the  lost. 

The  indifference  and  inactivity  of  the  church 

in  relation  to  the  salvation  of  the  world  is  heart- 

breaking. How  few  we  meet  who'e  hearts  are  on 

fire  with  the  love  of  Christ,  constraining  them  to 

offer  up  time,  and  strength  of  body  and  soul,  and 

the  money  they  earn  in  the  sweat  of  their  face 

for  the  rescue  of  souls  from  the  thialdom  and 

doom  of  sin.  That  souls  are  worth  all  the  sac- 

rifice we  can  make  for  them,  is  demonstrated  by 

God  on  the  Cross.  See  2  Cor.  8:9,  and  Philpp. 

2:0,  7,  8.  God  was  not  extravagant  in  the  price 

He  paid  for  the  redemption  of  man.  I  Cor.  6:  20 

and  I  Pet.  1:18,  19.  Let  these  sublime  truths  in- 

spire you  with  burning  zeal  in  the  blessed  work 
of  winning  souls  to  Jesus. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  QOD  AND  OF  CHRIST. 

In  Three  Parts.-Port  Three. 

Though  the  thousand  years'  reign  of  Christ  and 
the  saints  on  earth  will  be  a  glorious  period,  and 

would  appear  good  enough,  were  it  to  continue 
through  all  eternity,  yet  God  has  still  some  better 
things  in  reserve  for  his  saints.  The  earth,  no 
doubt,  will  be  more  densely  populated  at  the  close 
of  the  Millennium  than  ever  before,  tor  there  will 

be  very  few  deaths,  if  any,  during  that  time.  But 
the  thousand  years  will  come  to  an  end,  and 

"Satan  shall  be  loosed  out  of  his  prison,  and 
shall  go  out  to  deceive  the  nations  which  are  in 
the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  Gog  and  Magog, 
to  gather  them  together  to  battle:  the  number  of 
whom  is  as  the  sand  of  the  sea.  And  they  went 

up  on  the  breadth  of  the  earth,  and  compassed 
the  camp  of  the  saints  about,  and  the  beloved 

city:  and  fire  came  down  from  God  out  of  heav- 
en, and  devoured  them.  And  the  devil  that 

deceived  them  was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire 

and  brimstone,  where  the  beast  and  the  false  proph- 
et are,  and  shall  be  tormented  day  and  night  for 

ever  and  ever." 
The  beast  and  false  prophet  were  cast  into  the 

lake  of  fire  one  thousand  years  before  the  devil; 
which  looks  as  if  they  were  worse  than  their 

master, —  not  where  they  were,  but  where  they  are. 
They  were  there  a  thousand  years  and  are  there 

yet. 
This  will  be  the  last  and  most  desperate  effort 

that  the  devil  has  ever  made.  He  will,  no  doubt, 

persuade  the  nations  to  rebel  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Christ  and  the  saints,  and,  they  having 

lived  during  all  this  time  without  temptation,  will 
undoubtedly  yield  very  readily  to  his  suggestions. 
God  means  to  try,  or  prove,  all  people,  in  order  to 
test  their  loyalty. 

Satan  will  succeed  wonderfully  well  in  deceiving 
the  nations,  but  will  make  an  entire  failure  in  the 

end.  When  the  saints  are  once  immortalized, 
Satan  can  have  no  power  over  them,  for  it  is  only 
through  our  mortal  natures  that  he  can  reach  us; 

hence  he  will  fail  in  overcoming  the  camp  of  the 
saints,  and  the  beloved  city;  but  fire  will  come 
down  from  heaven  and  devour  them,  that  is,  the 
nations. 

Here  those  who  hold  the  doctrine  of  annihilation 

say,  we  have  a  fulfillment  of.  the  prophecy  of 

Mai.  4:3,  "And  ye  shall  tread  down  the  wicked; 
for  they  shall  be  ashes  under  the  soles  of  your 
feet  in  the  day  that  I  shall  do  this,  saith  the  Lord 

of  hosts."  But  now  follows  the  second  or  general 
resurrection.  We  will  quote  what  follows  this 

great  event:  "  And  I  saw  a  great  white  throne,  and 
him  that  sat  on  it,  from  whose  face  the  earth  and 

the  heaven  fled  away;  and  there  was  found  no  place 
for  them.  And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great, 
stand  before  God;  and  the  books  were  opened: 
and  another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book 
of  life:  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those 
things  which  were  written  in  the  books,  according 

the  dead to  their  works.  And  the  sea  gave  up 
which  were  in  it;  and  death  and  hell  delivered  up 
the  dead  which  were  in  them:  and  they  were 

judged  every  man  according  to  their  works.  And 
death  and  hell  were  cast  into  the  lake  of  6re. 
This  is  the  second  death.  And  whosoever  was  not 
found  written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into  the 

lake  of  fire." We  will  now  quote  from  2  Pet.  3,  where  we  will 

find  further  testimony  to  the  above:  "This  second 
epistle,  beloved,  I  now  write  unto  you;  in  both 

which  I  stir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remem- 
brance: That  ye  may  be  mindful  of  the  words 

which  were  spoken  before  by  the  holy  prophets, 

and  of  the  commandment  of  us  the  apostles  of  the 

Lord  and  Savior:  knowing  this  first,  that  there 
shall  come  in  the  last  days  scoffers,  walking  after 

their  own  lusts,  and  saying,  Where  is  the  promise 
of  his  coming?  for  since  the  fathers  fell  asleep, 

all  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning 

of  the  creation.  For  this  they  willingly  are  igno- 
rant of,  that  by  the  word  of  God  the  heavens 

were  of  old,  and  the  earth  standing  out  of  the 
water  and  in  the  water:  whereby  the  world  that 
then  was,  being  overflowed  with  water,  perished: 
but  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  which  are  now, 

by  the  same  word  are  kept  in  store,  reserved  unto 
fire  against  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition 

of  ungodly  men.  But,  beloved,  be  not  ignorant 
of  this  one  thing,  that  one  day  is  with  the  Lord 

as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one 

day.  The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his  prom- 
ise, as  some  men  count  slackness;  but  is  longsuffer- 

ing  to  us-ward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish, 
but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance.  But  the 
day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night; 
in  the  which  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a 

great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with 
fervent  heat,  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that 

are  therein  shall  be  burned  up.  Seeing  then  that 
all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner 
of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation 
and  godliness,  looking  for  and  hasting  unto  the 
coming  of  the  day  of  God,  wherein  the  heavens 
being  on  fire  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  elements 
shall  melt  with  fervent  heat?  Nevertheless  we, 

according  to  his  promise,  look  for  new  heavens  and 

a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness." 
I  have  quoted  largely  from  Peter,  because  he 

is  very  explicit  on  the  subject.  Some  say  the 
punishment  of  the  wicked  will  not  be  literal  fire, 

but  it  is  only  figurative  language.  If  they  prove 
that  the  flood  was  not  literal  water,  perhaps  they 
can  sustain  their  theory. 

The  skeptic  says,  "  Where  will  God  get  fire  enough 
to  destroy  this  earth?  "  I  suppose  he  could  create 
it  if  necessary;  but  it  is  near  at  hand.  There  is 

fire  enough  in  the  atmosphere  which  we  breathe, 
and  in  the  water  which  we  drink,  if  let  loose,  to 

put  this  planet  in  a  blaze  in  an  instant.  •  Separate 
the  oxygen  from  the  other  ingredients,  composing 
water  and  air,  and  this  earth  will  soon  be  on  fire.  No 
doubt  this  earth  will  be  a  luminous  body,  like  the 
sun,  while  it  is  undergoing  this  great  conflagration. 
The  ungodly  will  have  to  suffer  the  pangs  of  the 
second  death,  at  least,  while  the  earth  is  undergoing 
this  purifying  and  renewing  process.  But  Peter 

says,  "We,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for  a new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 

righteousness."  In  Isa.  65:  17  we  find  this  prom- 
ise, "  For,  behold,  I  create  new  heavens  and  a  new 

earth:  and  the  former  shall  not  be  remembered, 
nor  come  into  mind."  The  new  earth  will  so  far 
exceed  the  former  in  glory  and  beauty,  that  the 
former,  or  the  present,  will  no  more  come  into 
memory  because  of  its  inferiority. 

John,  like  Peter,  follows  his  description  of  the 
judgment  and  conflagration  of  this  earth  in  the 
language  following:  "  And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and 
a  new  earth:  for  the  first  heaven  and  the  first 
earth  were  passed  away;  and  there  was  no  more 
sea.  And  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new  Jerusalem 
com.ng  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  prepared 
as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband.  And  I  heard 
a  great  voice  out  of  heaven  saying,  Behold,  the 
tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell 

with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God 
himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God.  And 

God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes; 
and  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow, 

nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain: 

for  the  former  things  are  passed  away."  Rev.  21 1,  2,  3,  4. 

I  hope  no  one  will  get  the  idea  that  God  will 
renew  the  third  heaven  where  he  resides.  That 

is  pure  and  holy  and  needs  no  renewing.  Though 

Satan  rebelled,  he  could  not  remain,  "but  was  cast 

out." 

In  Gen.  I:6f  7,  8,  we  read,  "And  God  said,  Let 
there  be  a  firmament  in  the  midst  of  the  waters, 
and  let  it  divide  the  waters  from  the  waters:  And 
God  made  the  firmament  and  divided  the  waters 

which  were  under  the  firmament  from  the  waters 
which  were  above  the  firmament:  and  it  was  so. 

And  God  called  the  firmament  Heaven."  Here 
we  see  that  the  atmosphere  which  forms  the  blue 

canopy  above  us,  is  called  heaven. 
Hence,  since  water  and  air  are  elements;  since 

they  will  be  melted  with  fervent  heat,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  create  a  new  heaven,  or  atmosphere, 
which  will  be  free  from  all  those  poisonous  gases, 
which  cause  so  much  sickness,  disease  and  death. 
In  the  new  earth  there  will  be  no  more  sea,  but 

the  whole  surface  of  the  earth  will  be  capable  of 

being  inhabited.  "  There  will  be  no  night  there," 
at  least  in  the  holy  city;  "  no  need  of  the  sun,  or  of 
the  moon  to  give  light,  but  the  Lord  God  and  the 

Lamb  will  be  the  light  thereof." We  need  no  more  wonder  what  gave  light  the 
first  three  days  of  creation,  before  there  was  a 

sun;  for  if  God,  who  is  the  great  source  of  light, 
will  be  the  light  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  he  could 

enlighten  the  world  before  there  was  a  sun. 

And  there  is  the  "  pure  river  of  water   of  life, 
clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of 
God  and  of  the  Lamb.     In  the  midst  of  the  stre 

of  it,  and  on  either  side  of  the  river,  was  there  th 
tree  of  life,  which  bare  twelve  manner  of  fVuitsTan 

yielded  her  fruit  every  month:  and  the   leaves  o 

the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations." 
22:  1,  2. 

It  appears  that  there  are  still  nations  yet  to 

heal  on  the  new  earth.  "  Blessed  are  they  that 
do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have 

to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  th 

gates  into  the  city.  For  without  are  dogs,  and 
sorcerers,  and  whoremongers,  and  adulterers,  and 

idolaters, »and  whosoever  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie." 

Rev.  22:  14,  15.  Christ  must  continue  to  reign  "till 
he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.  The  last 

enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death.  For  he 
hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet.  But  when  he 
saith  all  things  are  put  under  him,  it  is  manifest 
that  he  is  excepted,  which  did  put  all  things  under 
him.  And  when  all  things  shall  be  subdued  unto 
him,  then  shall  the  Son  also  himself  be  subject 
unto  him  that  put  all  things  under  him,  that  God 

may  be  all  in  all."     I  Cor.  15:  25-28. 
Our  text  will  not  be  fully  completed,  or  the 

Lord's  Prayer  fully  answered,  until  Christ  has  com- 
pleted his  entire  work  of  redemption,  destroyed 

the  last  enemy  and  delivered  the  kingdom  to  the 
Father.  For  it  is  the  Son  addressing  the  Father, 

saying,  "  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done 
in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  Hence,  it  is  the  Fa- ther's kingdom. 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 

FREEMASONRY  IN  SMYRNA. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

There  is  something,  I  am  afraid,  for  which  we 
have  not  given  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  suf- 

ficient credit,  and  that  is  her  condemnation  of 
Freemasonry  and  all  the  secret  societies  that  have 

sprung  up  during  the  latter  part  of  this  century. 
I  think  I  am  not  exaggerating  facts  when  I  state 
that  every  other  man  in  America  to-day  is  either 
a  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  Knight  Templar, 
Knight  of  Pythias,  or  some  other  kind  of  secret 
Knight.    Besides,  there  is  no  secrecy  or   shame 



nuauary  4, 

(about  it,  for  a  certain  charm  hanging  tn  th»      . 

-hain  or  pinned  to  the  lapel  of  the  c0a,  ,     tV       h" 
,   the   whole    world   what  an  hor^l0 [hings  "tn secret.'  '  lo  ao 

Not  so   in   countries   where  Romanism  and  the papacy  prevail  and  where  the  consciences  n7 
£re   under   the    power   of   an    illiberal     ",         " 
nenlightened    clergy.     Freemasons :    on   th     ""'' 

U  the  Atlantic,   are   not   known°^   £  tt  s  «* 

priel  halg  a^T'*  *  '  F~on,  the 

'rongly  condLn  d  i  ,  p.aciL  aH  '"h""  J*™"* 
ban  of  excommunica  io  tL  OH"  ""  "  "" hard  to  be  fo„„H    k  dges    even    are nam  to  De  found,  being  most  of  them  located  i„ dark,  narrow    imna„;,kl»  i  ,  'ocated  in 

reach    them  V  if  ""  Where  one  «n  only each   them   by  night,    after    much    groping    and Wing      A  man  found  out   to  be  a   Mason    at 

»..y  ut  me  usual  church  ceremonies    into 

XE^^sr  who  ̂  b- 
we^w^-ofte^r^56"^0--'0"' Freemasonry  is  fortunately  extinct  in  Smyrna 
owing  to  a  lack  of  spirit  of  solidarity  among"  the' members  on  one  side,  and  the  impossibility  of  in- creasing the  membership  on  the   other  side     The 

S  "  l0dg?  WhiCh   flourished  in  our  time 
fifteen  years  age),  extst  no  more,  and  Freemasonry is  to-day  a  byword  for  all  that  is  dark,  ungodly perfidious,  "  earthly,  sensual  and  devilish  " 
The   only   thing  to   be  regretted  is  that  "  Free- 

mason    and  •'  Protestant "  are   now  here  synonym- ous terms  to  Turks,  Greeks  and  Catholics.     I  am 
frequently  called  by  urchins,  while  passing  through ;  the   streets   of    Smyrna,.  "  Mahsonee,    Mahsonee" 

;   (mason)!     This   is    a    mild    form    of    persecution which  we  can  well  and  gladly  stand  for  Him  who 
experienced   worse   than    that.     When    the    Turks 

I  and     the     so-called   Christian   churches    here    will 
know    how    we    look    upon    secret    societies,    the 
urchins^  of  Smyrna  will   no   more   call    us  "  Mah- 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minnr. 

what     snai      T  Came  t0  JCSUS'  "**»  "  faster, 
rC     istl   .  "H  '°    mherit     eternal     life?     He aw"  ,l"n0   ',im'   What   is   written   "'    ̂ e 'aw.'  how  readest  thou?    And  he  answering  said 

moar,  tdl  '^  "J"  L°rd  ih*  God  with  SiX 
heart,    and   with   all    thy   soul,   and    with    all    thv 

ha,    ,  j     ■  f  [Chnst]  said  unt0  hi">.  Thou 
hast  answered  right,  this  do,  and  thou  shall  live  " 
t-uKe  io:  25-28. 

"So  likewise  ye,  when  ye  shall  have  done  all those  things  which  are  commanded  you,  say  We are  unprofitable  servants:  we  have  done  that  which was  our  duty  to  do."  Luke  17:  ,0. 

ter'.1^'  U^h?r  the  conclusi°n  of  the  whole  mat- 
hs Li  3nd  keCp  his  commandments;  for 

this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man.  For  God  shall 
bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret thmg,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil." 
Iccl.  12:  13,  14, 

Mexico,  Ind. 

5 

->-THE  t  SUNDAY  i  SCHOOLS 
THE  BOY  JESUS.-Luke  : 

(£« 

'<  for  Jan.  12,  ,Sg6.) 

3.  He  enjoyed  the  service.  "The  child  Jesus  tar- ..ed  behind  in  Jerusalem."  He  was  in  no  hurry  to 
get  away  from  the  place  of  worship.  Children large  and  small,  old  and  young,  are  often  too  anx- ious to  see  a  service  ended,  that  they  may  get  away where  they  may  feed  their  minds  upon  matters  less serious  than  those  of  religion.  Boys  and  girls 
hoi,  d  be  made  to  feel  that  it  is  never  a  bad  sign or  them  Io  enjoy  religious  services.  But  there  are 

two  sides  to  this  duty.  While  it  is  the  duty  of  all worshipers,  young  and  old,  to  try  to  be  interested 
in  and  enjoy  religious  services,  it  is,  on  the  other hand  the  duty  of  those  who  conduct  these  services 
to  endeavor  to  make  them  interesting  and  edifying 

A  FEW  SELECT  SCRIPTURES  FOR  THE  "OOSPEL 
MESSENGER." 

BY  SAMUEL  MURRAY. 

"What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him?  or  the  son of  man,  that  thou  visitest  him?  thou  madest  him  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels;  thou  crownedst  him  with  glory  and  honor, 
and  didst  set  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands."— Heb.  2: 6,  7. 

Friendly  reader,  did  you  ever  stop  to  think 
what  you  really  are?  Did  you  ever  get  the  idea 
that  you  are  a  part  of  God,  or  that  there  is  an 

element  of  divinity  in  you?  Remember  our  spirits 
came  from  God  and  must  return  to  him  and  give 
account  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

"What?  know  ye  not,  that  your  body  is  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in  you,  which 
ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your  own?  For  ye 
are  bought  with  a  price:  therefore  glorify  God  in 

your  body  and  in  your  spirit,  which  are  God's." 
1  Cor.  6:  19,  20. 

Jesus  said,  "  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 

life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me." 
John  14:6. 

"  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into 
Christ  have  put  on  Christ."     Gal.  3:  27. 

"  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  him:  rooted  and  built  up  in 
him,  and  stablished  in  the  faith,  as  ye  have  been 

taught,  abounding  therein  with  thanksgiving." col.  2:6,  7. 

"  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled:  ye  believe  in 
God,  believe  also  in  me.  In  my  Father's  house 
are  many  mansions:  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have 

told  you.  1  g0  to  prepare  a  place  for  you."  John ■4;  1,  2. 
"  And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  unto 

""*■  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 

L°rd  from  henceforth:  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
th«y  may  rest  from  their  labors;  and  their  works 
do  follow  them."     Rev.  14: 13. 

Time.— March  or  April,  A.  D.  9. 
PLACES.-Nazareth,  the  home  of  Jesus,  in  south- 

ern Galilee,  sixteen  miles  west  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
and  Jerusalem,  where  all  the  national  feasts  of  the Jews  were  held. 

Persons.— Joseph,  Mary,  jesus  and  the  doctors. Introductory.— Six  months  after  the  birth  of 
John  the  Baptist,  prophecy  of  which  we  studied  in 
last  lesson,  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  circum- 

stances surrounding  which  event  we  studied  in  our 
Christmas  lesson,  Dec.  22.  The  Holy  Child  was 
circumcised  the  eighth  day,  at  the  end  of  forty 
days  presented  to  the  Lord  at  the  temple,  when 
Simeon  blessed  the  Child  and  Anna  spoke  of  him 
as  the  Redeemer  of  Israel.  When  he  was  taken 
back  again  to  Bethlehem  he  was  visited  by  the  wise 
men  from  the  East,  and  then,  to  escape  the  wrath 
of  Herod,  Joseph  and  Mary  took  the  Child  by 
night  and  fled  into  Egypt.  After  the  death  of 

id  they  returned  to  Nazareth  where  they  dwelt 
till  the  time  of  this  lesson,  all  these  events  having 
covered  a  period  of  nearly  thirteen  years. 

I.   AT   THE    FEAST. 
The  pa 

•mple.  "  His  parents  went  to 

n  every  year  at  the  feast  of  the  passover." 
Xy  of  attendance  upon  the  services  of 

God's  house  should  be  practiced  by  every  Christian parent.  We  cannot  attach  too  much  importance  to 
the  matter  of  a  proper  example  set  before  our  chil- 

dren in  this  direction.  Though  Joseph  and  Mary 
lived  about  seventy  miles  from  Jerusalem,  during 
all  the  years  of  his  childhood  Jesus  observed  that 
not  one  of  these  passover  meetings  did  they  fail  to 
attend.  Fathers  and  mothers,  what  kind  of  an  ex- 

ample are  you  setting  before  your  children  in  this 
matter  of  regularly  attending  the  Sunday  school, 
the  preaching  service  and  the  prayer  meeting?  Jo- 

seph and  Mary  went  to  every  meeting.  Do  you  try 

to  do  as  much? 

2.  The  parents  and  child  went  together.     "  When  he 
was  twelve  years  old,  they  went   up  to  Jerusalem 

after  the  custom  of  the  feast."     The  spiritual  indi- 
viduality of  Jesus  was,  no  doubt,  clearly  discernible 

at  this  early  age.     He  felt  the  weight  of  religious 
duty  and  responsibility,  and  his  parents  recognizing 
this,  took  him  with  them  to  the  feast.     Do  parei 
ever  think  that  they  may  be  stepping  between  th 

child  and  his  conviction  of  duty  by  keeping  h 

away  from  religious  services?     We  are  too  slow 
the  spiritual  individuality  of  our  ch 
acting  with  reference  to  it.     It  is  n 

only  the  parents'  duty  to  attend  religious  servici 

II.    IN   THE   TEMPLE. 

1.  lie  sought  information.  "They  found  him  in 
the  temple,  sitling  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors,  both 
hearing  them,  and  asking  them  questions."  He both  heard  (listened  to  what  was  said)  and  asked 
questions.  If  the  teacher  can  accomplish  these 
two  thmgs.-secure  the  attention  of  the  scholars 
and  awaken  in  them  a  disposition  to  ask  ques- 

tions—much will  be  done  toward  making  of  them 
well-informed  men  and  women.  The  boy  Jesus 

ted  to  learn,  and  hence  he  listened  and  ques- 
ed.  If  boys  and  girls  would  astonish  their  eld- 
ers by  their  ability  to  answer  questions,  let  them  be 

as  diligent  111  seeking  information  as  was  Jesus  in the  temple. 

2.  He  was  about  his  Fathers  business.  Duty  to 
parents,  duty  to  teachers,  duty  to  brothers,  sisters 
playmates,  all  these  should  be  diligently  taught 
our  children,  but  what  is  still  more  important  is 

duty  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  If  children  are'  as thoroughly  and  diligently  taught  their  duty  to  God 
as  they  ought  to  be,  it  will  be  comparatively  easy to  secure  their  observance  of  all  other  duties.  Let 
our  Father's  business  be  first  in  all  our  desires, study,  teaching,  learning,  prayers  and  efforts,  and 
other  "business  "  of  less  importance  will,  in  a  great measure,  take  care  of  itself.  O  it  is  grand  and 
noble  for  the  hearts  of  our  boys  and  girls  to  early 
burn  with  the  desire  to  be  about  their  Father's business! 

III.    AT   HOME. 

I.  He  was  dutiful  there.  Going  back  from  Jerusa- 
lem, he  returned  again  to  his  Nazareth  home  with 

Joseph  and  Mary  and  "was  subject  unto  them." 
His  Father  was  not  yet  ready  for  him  to  enter  up- 

on public  duties.  The  discipline  of  a  quiet,  humble 
home,  and  a  willing  submission  to  the  kindly  rule 
of  earthly  parents  was  necessary  to  his  further 
preparation  for  the  great  work  before  him.  Let 
our  boys  and  girls  be  not  too  impatient  to  get  from 
under  the  parental  roof.  The  lessons  they  have 
yet  to  learn  from  the  experiences  of  home  and  the 
advice  of  father  and  mother  may  be  of  far  greater 
importance  to  them  than  they  suppose. 

2.  He  grew  in  grace  there.  "He  increased  in  wis- 
dom .  .  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man."  Even 

at  home  is  a  good  place  for  boys  and  girls  to  get 
better.  While  there  are  a  great  many  other  places 
where  we  may  get  good  and  be  good  and  do  good, 
let  us  not  forget  that  one  of  the  most  important 
places  of  duty  and  privilege  is  home.  Parents,  are 
your  homes,  after  all,  places  where  your  children 
may   increase    in   wisdom    and    favor    with    God? 

you 

all 

you    can 

iked   the 

but  they  should  encourage  their  children  to  go 

them.  To  keep  a  child  away  from  God's  house 
and  thus  prevent  him  from  doing  what  he  feels  tc 
be  his  duty,  is  to  cripple  his  moral  strength,  b 

..jiYib  his  spiritual  sensibility 

ing  against  God. 

home?  Have  you  asked  the  Lord  to  help  you? 
Has  he  helped  you?  Are  you  continuing  your 
prayers  and  efforts?  Do  you  believe  the  Lord  has 
yet  much  blessing  in  store  for  your  home  and 

ausehold?     "Ask  and  ye  shall  receive." 
James  M.  Neff. h'luf.hdc,  Ala. 

nd  to  be 

nd  fight- 

"Our  Heavenly  Father  knows  what  we  are,  and 
lere  we  are,  and  he  can  increase  our  strength 
cording  to  our  days  to  any  assignable  degree, 
e  do  not  want  shoes  of  brass  and  iron  while  we 
ilk  upon  the  smooth  carpet;  but  should  the 

road  become  very  rough  and  thorny,  these  shoes 
are  always  at  hand,  and  if  we  ask  for  them  we 

shall  have  them.  ■  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  prom- 

ised, who  also  w;"  Jr. ;»  '  " 
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A  NEW  LEAF. 

[Possibly  you  are  not  all  quite  satisfied  with  your  record  for 

the  last  year.  Perhaps  with  some  Ihe  serious  thoughts  that 

the  new  year  fitly  brings  have  been  sad  and  remorseful  ones. 

If  so,  we  commend  [his  little  sermon  in  verse;] 

He  came  to  my  desk  with  a  quivering  lip,— 
The  lesson  was  done, — 

"  Dear  teacher,  I  want  a  new  leaf,"  he  said; 

"  I  have  spoiled  this  one." 
In  place  of  the  leaf  so  stained  and  blotted 
1  gave  him  a  new  one  all  unspotted, 

Anil  into  his  sad  eyes  smiled, — 

"  Do  better,  now,  my  child." 

1  went  to  the  throne  wilii  a  quivering  soul,— 

The  old  year  was  done  — 
'•  Dear  Father,  hast  Ihou  a  new  leaf  for  me? 

I  have  spoiled  this  one." 
He  took  the  old  leaf,  stained  and  blotted, 

And  gave  rae  a  new  one  all  unspotted, 

And  into  my  sad  heart  smiled, — 

"  Do  better  now,  my  child." 

most  fifty  Jewish  girls  mingle  their  voices  with 

ours  in  singing  songs  of  praise  to  our  Heavenly 

Father  every  Monday  evening  at  the  close  of  the 

hour  of  industrial  work.  "  For  as  ye  in  times  past 

have  not  believed  God,  yet  have  now  obtained  mer- 

throttgh  their  unbelief:  Even  so  have  these  also 

now  not  believed  that  through  your  mercy  they  al- 

ay  obtain  mercv."  "  God  is  able  to  graft  them 
'ain."  "  If  God  spared  not  the  natural  branch- 

es, take  heed  lest  he  spare  not  thee."  Paul  had  a 

warm  heart  for  his  brother  Jew.  What  is  the  meas- 

ure of  our  love  for  "  God's  people  "  Israel? 

"  I  like  that  preacher  because  he  preaches  that 

we  can  understand  him,"  was  the  comment  of  one 

of  our  children  upon  a  recent  sermon.  To  the 

thoughtful  one  who  has  marked  the  simplicity  of 

language  used  by  that  Great  Preacher  and  Teacher, 

it  will  be  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the  importance 

of  presenting  Gospel  truths  to  the  easy  compre- 
hension of  the  young,  but  the  tendency  is  lo  talk 

"  over  the  heads  "  of  the  children  and  even  of  the 

masses  of  the  people.  So  far  as  we  fail  to  use 

language  that  may  be  understood,  we  fail  to  reach 

the  hearer.  Let  us  try  to  reach  the  common  peo- 

ple and  the  rising  generation  of  children! 

:of  ( 

girls 

This  evening  o: 

ingly  that  we  come  again  wi 
to  her  mamma.  Granting  h 

with  a  happy  heart.  Yerily 

lead  them." 

asked  most  plead- 
our  Bibles  to  read 

request  she  left  us 
a   little  child  shall 

"  I  want  to  be  a  good  Sunday  school  teacher"  is 
the  desire  expressed  by  one  of  our  correspondents. 

When  we  think  of  the  abstract,  superficial  teach- 

ing that  we  ourselves  have  done  in  the  past,  and 

of  the  poor  teaching  that  is  done  now,  in  many  of 

our  Sunday  schools,  we  give  a  sigh  of  regret.  Let 

us  wake  up  to  the  fullest  sense  of  our  privileges 

and  responsibility.  Yes,  we  should  look  upon  Sun- 
day school  teaching  as  a  grand,  happy  privilege. 

Three  elements  should  enter  into  the  life  of  every 

Sunday  school  teacher,  that  of  living  an  exemplary 

life,  studying  God's  Word,  and  having  a  love  for 
souls.  It  is  said  that  God  uses  the  life  of  the 

teacher  as  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge,  himself  be- 

ing its  greater  end.  Thus  he  finds  admission  into 

the  hearts  of  our  boys  and  girls  through  the  life  of 

the  Sunday  school  teacher.  Truly,  he  teaches  best 

who  lives  best.  As  the  stream  cannot  rise  above 

its  source,  neither  can  our  efficiency  in  teaching 

spiritual  truths  rise  higher  than  the  plane  of  our 
own  lives. 

FROM  THE  CHICAGO  WORK. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

Some  one  has  said  that  selfishness  is  the  taproot 

of  every  sin.  Yes,  the  world  is  perishing  to-day 
for  the  want  of  lives,  filled  with  the  self-sacrificing 
love  that  characterized  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 

many  precious  souls  will  be  forever  lost,  unless  we, 
who  bear  the  name  of  Christ,  manifest  in  our  lives 

a  willingness  to  dethrone,  ignore  and  forget  self. 

Is  there  one  of  our  readers,  who,  this  day,  will  be- 
gin to  show  to  the  world  what  an  uns 

accomplish  for  those  who  see  its  mai 
feel  its  power  from  day  to  day? 

uld    study    God' on  willful   ignor 

elfish  life 
lifestation 

Among  the  happiest  children  we  have  seen  are 
two  little  girls  who  each  carried  home  with  them 
this  evening,  a  pieced  quilt,  the  work  of  their  own 

hands.  They  are  "filled  up,"  too,  ready  for  the 
lining.  We  desire  that  our  girls  acquire  habits  of 
industry  as  well  as  good  morals,  that  they  may  be 

as  the  virtuous  woman  "  who  looketh  well  to  her 

household,  and  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idleness." 

"I  say  then,  Hath  God  cast  away  his  people? 
God  forbid.  For  I  also  am  an  Israelite,  of  the 

seed  of  Abraham,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin."    Al- 

To   teach   successfully. 

Word.     He   puts  no   prem 

an  e.  Jesus  himself  "  inc  eased  in  wisdom."  We must  also  love  our  pupils  to  teach  successfully. 

One  may  have  limited  opportunities,  but  all  may 
have  that  tender,  compassionate  love.  All  about  us 
are  lives  of  children  and  older  persons  which  seem 
unattractive,  but  they  need  only  the  touch  of  a 

loving  heart  and  hand  to  bring  out  in  them  the 

spiritual  beauty  hidden  within. 

"  May  every  soul  that  touches  mine, 

Be  it  the  slightest  contact,  get  therefrom  some  good. 
Some  little  grace,  one  kindly  thought, 

One  aspiration  yet  unfelt.  one  bit  of  courage 
For  the  darkening  sky,  one  gleam  of  faith. 
To  brave  the  thickening  ills  of  life; 

One  glimpse  of  brighter  skies  beyond  the  gathering  mists: 
To  make  this  life  worth  while 

And  heaven  a  surer  heritage! " 

iSj  Hastings  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

n  that  it  is  not  true  in  the  simple  statement 

as  set  forth. 

That  we  will  finally  get  to  just  where  we  belong, 

and  where  we  have  fitted  ourselves  for.  is  un- 

doubtedly true,  indeed  anything  different  would 

be  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  infinite  justice, 

even  when  tempered  with  mercy.  In  the  Bible 

story  the  worker  in  the  vineyard  received  the 

same  amount  for  a  brief  day's  work  that  the  others 

did  who  worked  all  day  long.  It  shows  clearly 

that  not  the  amount  of  work  that  we  do  deter- 
mines the  reward,  but  that  the  spirit  in  which  it  is 

done  is  the  angle  from  which  the  Judge  views  the 
matter. 

We  are  very  apt  to  regard  the  man  or  woman 

who  does  a  great  thing  in  the  world,  or  a  series 

of  great  things,  as  being  entitled  to  an  ade- 

quate reward,  or  as  the  phrase  goes  as  earning  ad- 
ditional stars  in  the  final  crown  of  glory.  I  do  not 

know  that  this  is  not  the  result,  for  I  am  no  man's 

judge,  but  I  feel  sure  that  the  idea  back  of  the 
usual  form  of  expression  is  wholly  wrong. 

It  is  unquestionably  true  that  God  judges  us  by 

our  motives  of  action,  and  not  by  the  result  we 

accomplish.  Here  is  a  man  with  a  large  fruit  farm. 

For  some  reason  he  decides  to  give  away  the  whole 

crop  to  some  charitable  end,  and  the  word  is  sent 

out  that  all  that  he  gets  for  all  that  he  sells  will  be 

given  to  the  poor  in  the  form  and  in  the  manner 

he  indicates,  all  of  which  is  carried  out  to  the  let- 

ter. If  his  motive  is  an  advertisement  of  his  wares 

what  moral  value  at  all  has  his  deed?  On  the  oth- 

er hand  there  is  an  old  woman  who  has  worn  her- 

self out  in  running  over  the  hills  to  gather  a  hand- 

ful of  wild  strawberries  for  a  sick  child  in  whom 

she  has  no  personal  interest  whatever,  and  never 

giving  the  act  a  moment's  thought,  as  she  has  * 
been  doing  that  all  her  life,  because  it  seemed 

right.  Now  in  the  eyes  oi  God  which  is  the  great- 

er, the  handful  of  berries,  or  the  thousand  bushels 

of' fruit? 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  two  cases  will  show 

that  in  the  end  the  one  that  was  actuated-by 

highest  principle  back  of  it  is  the  one  which  will 

receive  the  greater  value  in  the  eyes  of  an  impar- 
tial and  all-knowing  judge.  I  believe  that  to  do 

that  which  seems  right  in  our  eyes  for  the  sake  of 

the  possible  reward  in  the  case  is  a  selfish  and  un- 

worthy motive,  but  to  do  right  simply  because  it 

is  right,  without  a  thought  as  to  the  personal  value 

accruing,  and  because  it  is  God's  will  that  the  best should  be  done,  is  a  better  view  to  take. 

This  article  may  meet  the  eye  of  those  who  have 

earnestly  tried  to  do  right  and  the  result  was  a 

greater  snarl  of  the  web  than  before.  All  things 

seem  to  have  gone  wrong  despite  our  best  efforts 

at  straightening  them  out,  and  we  are  apt  to  regard 

ourselves  as  failures,  but  it  is  a  blessed  thought 

that  God  is  allwise  and  that  he  will  deal  with  us 

as  we  meant.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  if  we 

know  hereafter  as  we  know  here,  we  will  see  that 

those  who  fought  it  out  silently  and  uncomplain- 

ingly in  the  midst  of  adverse  surroundings  will 
reach  a  higher  plane  than  he  who  has  gathered  the 

world's  laurels  in  all  men's  view. 
Lewisburgh,  Pa. 

OUR  PLACE  IN  THE  FUTURE. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

A  great  many  people  imagine  that  they  are 
here  for  the  purpose  of  doing  a  work  on  the 
amount  and  character  of  which  their  place  in  the 

world  to  come  will  largely  depend.  To  a  certain 
extent  this  may  be  true,  but  I  am  inclined  to  the 

"  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  mislabel  a  person's 
character.  The  next  step  is  to  criticise  the  person 
when  he  is  found  not  to  fit  the  label,  instead  of  to 

criticise  the  labeling  as  not  fitting  the  person. 

Many  a  child  is  praised  as  a  good  child  because  it 

is  very  quiet,  and  gives  its  care-takers  little  trouble; 
while  another  child  is  denied  that  adjective  because 

of  its  restless  activity,  obtrusive  energy,  its  sense  of 

humor,  and  perhaps  even  mischievous  disposition. 
So  far  as  real  goodness  is  concerned,  the  child 
fitting  this  latter  description  may  be  the  only  one 
of  the  two  that  could  rightfully  be  called  good. 
The  other  may  be  deceptive,  stealthy,  lazy  and 
selfish.  That  this  latter  child  grows  up  to  be  a 
doubtful  character,  or  to  a  life  of  dishonor,  is  no 

just  reflection  on  earthly  goodness.  But  it  may  be 
a  reflection  on  the  standard  by  which  most  people 

estimate  and  apply  the  terms  'good'  and  'bad' 
to  babies  and  youth." 

I 



January  4,  18 'X'-fciB   GOSPEL   IMZESSEnsra-IEIR,. 
General  Missionary  a  Tract  Department 
Committee:-- 

E.  EBV,  Chairman    _ 

D.  L.M™  VMUm„  and  T,ea,»r,,        MorS„!SS: 

[SAAC  F.ANI.   FhM  Hill.  Ohio! 

jgy-All  money  and  correspondence  Utended  (or  any  ol  the  n  '■  - 

der  the  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith  '  ..hluiiY'i'' 
addressed    to    GErAiRAL   Missionary   and  Tkact   Committ'ef     Mn.mi Morris,  ID.    (Gale*  B.  Rover.  Secretary.) 

A  SONQ  OF  THE  NEW  YEAR. 

I  SAW  on  the  hills  of  the  morning, 
The  form  of  the  New  Year  arise, 

He  stood  like  a  statue  adorning 
The  world  with  a  background  of  skies. 

There  were  courage  and  grace  in  hii  beautiful  face 
And  hope  in  his  glorious  eyes. 

"  I  come  from  time's  boundless  forever," 

'"1  song. 

1  friend  to  endeavo 
all\ 

1  wrong. 

To  the  sad  and  afraid  I  bring  promise  of  aid 
And  the  weak  1  will  gird  and  make  strong. 

"  I  bring  you  more  blessings  than  terrors, 
I  bring  you  more  sunlight  than  gloom. 

I  tear  out  your  page  of  old  errors, 

And  hide  them  away  in  Time's  tomb. 
I  reach  you  clean  hands,  and  lead  on  to  the  lands 
Where  the  lilies  of  peace  are  in  bloom. 

TAKE  HEED. 

BY  ALICE  B.  SNYDER. 

What  must  we  heed?  We  answer,  God's  d 
vine  will.  Take  heed  that  we  obey  the  commands 

of  our  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  In  reading  the  Bible, 
we  find  it  is  not  the  minister,  nor  the  hearer,  no 
the  reader,  but  the  doer  that  will  receive  th 

blessing.  Our  works  here  on  earth  will  decide  ou 

destiny:  "  Blessed  is  he  that  readeth  and  they  that 
hear  the  words  of  the  prophecy  and  keep  those 

.things  which  are  written  therein,  for  the  time  i< 

at  hand."     Rev.  1:  1,  2. 

We  know  not  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  the 

Son  of  Man  cometh,  "  therefore  we  ought  to  give 
the  more  earnest  heed  to  the  things  which  we 

have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  let  them  slip 

For  if  the  words  spoken  by  angels  were  stead- 
fast and  every  transgression  and  disobedience  re- 

ceived a  just  recompense  of  reward,  how  shall 

we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation."  Heb, 
1:1,2.  Hence  it  is  very  necessary  for  us  to  give 

heed  to  our  words  and  actions,  if  we  wish  to  in- 
herit eternal  life.  If  we  wish  to  be  ao  heir  oi 

God's  and  a  joint  heir  of  Christ,  we  must  comply 
with  Matt.  5:44,  for  "love  Is  the  fulfilling  of  th 

law."  If  we  professing  Christians  are  Christ-like, 
we  will  not  be  respecters  of  persons.  Take  heed! 

When  Jesus  was  here  on  earth  he  bestowed  his 

blessings  on  all  classes  of  people.  He  says,  "  Wb 
soever  will  may  come."  "  I  gave  my  life  for  all 

who  will  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  me." 

In  running  our  Christian  race,  sometimes  we 

stumble  and  fall,  or  offend  someone,  or  get  of- 
fended. What  then?  How  many  of  us  know 

what  our  duty  is?  How  many  of  us  do  our  duty? 

Let  us  pause  and  think!  What  did  we  promise  in 

our  baptismal  vow?  How  many  of  us  comply 

with  what  Paul  says:  "Ye  that  are  spiritually 

minded  restore  such  an  one  in  meekness"  ?  He 

says,  "  spiritually  minded  "  and  "  meekness."  Let
 

us  take  heed  to  our  actions  and  see  if  we  comply 

with  what  God  requires  of  us  as  his  children. 

He  is  watching  our  actions,  knows  our  thoughts, 

and  is  noting  them  down  in  the  Book  of  Lif
e. 

Some  day  they  will  stand  for  or  against  us. 

While  Jesus  was  here  on  earth  he  sat  at  
meat 

with  publicaas  and  sinners,  and  when  the 
 Phar- 

isees found  fault,  he  said,  "  I  came  to  call  sinners, 

not  the  righteous."  This  should  be  a  warning  to 

us,  not  to  think  more  highly  of  self  than  we  ought
 

to  think.  In  following  the  tour  of  Jesus,  we  find 

he  aided  those  who  were  helpless,  despised, 
 for- 

saken. He  did  not  turn  his  back  to  the  lunaUc, 

nor  shun  the  Samaritan  woman.    Nol    He  came 

to  save  the  fallen  and  say,  "  Follow  me."     "  I  am 
the  light  of  the  world." 

If  we  study  the  disposition  of  Christ  and  walk 
his  footsteps  wc  will,  or  must,  become  very 

humble,  meek  and  obedient.  Let  us  take  heed 
to  his  conversation,-what  was  it  like?  Always 
pure  and  holy.  Are  we  imitating  him?  Is  not 
our  conversation  more  of  a  Satanic  than  a  Biblical 
nature?  "  From  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  speaketh."  Are  we  trying  to  bring  our children  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord?  God  has  given  them  to  us  and  will  we  not 
be  held  responsible  for  them?  Do  we  try  to  im- 

press on  their  minds  the  wrong  there  is  in  the 
vain,  foolish  fashions,  or  do  we  indulge  in  them 
ourselves?  Do  we  tell  them  the  sin  that  is  in- 

dulged in  at  the  worldly  amusements,  or  do  we 
go  and  take  the  little  ones  along? 
How  often  children  will  say,  "  Mamma,  is  this 

right?"  or,  "Is  that  the  way?"  As  we  answer, the  child  believes.  We  are  moulding  their  mind: 
What  for?  No  wonder  Paul  says,  "Take  heed." 
It  is  a  warning  that  we  need. 

When  we  ask  for  money  for  mission  work,  how 
many  respond  by  giving  without  a  murmur?  I 

not  the  earth  and  the  fullness  th«reof  the  Lord's? 

How  often  we  spend  the  Lord's  money  for  the 
lust  of  the  eye!  How  many  unnecessary  things 
we  buy,  when  there  are  those  around  us  (perhap: 
some  have  sacrificed  self  for  us),  who  are  in  want 

Winter  is  here.  Think  of  the  poor,  shivering  littli 

children!  Jesus  said,  "The  poor  shall  be  alway 

with  you."  Why?  Because  we  are  to  be  tried,  to 
see  if  we  love  our  neighbor  as  ourself.  Who  w 

get  the  reward,— the  one  that  seeks  to  gratify 
self,  and,  if  there  is  anything  to  spare,  gives  that 
remnant  for  souls  that  are  worth  more  than  all 

the  world,  or  the  one  who  is  willing  to  divide? 

We  cannot  go  to  heaven  on  flowery  beds  of  ease. 

We  must  deny  self  and  seek  for  opportunities  tc 

do  good.  God  has  created  us  intelligent  being* 
and  will  reward  us  according  to  the  efforts  we  put 
forth  in  his  service.  There  are  many  great  anc 

precious  promises  in  store  for  us  if  we  are  faithful 
He  has  promised  us  a  home  in  heaven,  or  ever 

lasting  punishment.  Take  heed,  which  are  we 

bound  for?  Not  all  that  say,  "Lord,  Lord," 
but  those  that  are  the  doers  shall  be  blessed.  Let 

us  not  get  weary  in  well  doing,  but  let  us  b 
steadfast,  immovable,  always  abounding  in  th 
work  of  the  Lord,  for  our  work  will  not  be  ii 

vain.  Let  us  not  get  discouraged  like  the  childrei 

of  Israel,  but  go  forward,  press  onward,  "  toward 
the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 

in  Christ  Jesus."  We  have  no  promise  of  th 
crown  till  the  end  of  the  race. 

Take  heed!  Let  us  obedient  be. 
While  here  on  earth  we  roam, 

And  when  at  death's  dark  door  we  stand, 
Then  God  will  take  us  home. 

A  TRIBUTE  OP  PRAISE. 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 

His  benefits:  who  forgiveth  all  my  iniquities;  who 
healeth  all  my  diseases;  who  redeemcth  my  life 
from  destruction.  I  will  praise  the  Lord  with  my 

whole  heart;  as  long  as  I  live  will  I  praise  the 

Lord."  "  By  His  stripes  we  are  healed;  surely, 

He  hath  borne  our  sickness  and  carried  our  pains." "  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us  with 

benefits.  All  the  earth  shall  worship  Thee,  and 

shall  sing  unto  Thee;  O  Thou  that  hearest  prayer, 

unto  Thee  shall  all  flesh  come.  Come  and  hear, 

all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what  he 

hath  done  for  my  soul."     Selah. 
It  is  now  the  ninth  week  since  1  was  taken  with 

the  fever.  We  were  in  the  country,  and  during 

the  first  week  or  ten  days  I  thought  I  would 

simply  overcome  it  by  mental  determination  and 

a  few  remedies  we  knew.  When  we  came  home 

we  at  once  sent  for  the  doctor,  who  sent  ine 

straightway  to  bed.     Four  weeks  he  called  daily. 

Besides  the  medicines,  he  applied  mustard  plas- 

fomentations,  and  a  blister.  I  had  enlarge- 
ment of  the  liver,  accompanied  by  fever,  etc.  At 

end  of  four  weeks,  the  doctor  said  he  had 

done  all  he  could,  but  my  liver  was  constantly 

getting  worse.  He  advised  removal  to  the  hos- 
pital, the  sooner  the  better.  Things  looked  a  little 

)us.  Our  boys  were  very  much  wrought  upon. 
The  cook  could  not  give  the  bazaar  account  for 

crying.  We  expected  an  abscess  to  form  and  that 
a  painful  operation  would  be  necessary.  Many 
friends  in  need  came  to  help.  They  carried  me 

to  the  station,  lying  on  a  dhoolie.  They  sent 
a  carriage  to  take  Mary  and  Bertha  to  the  station, 
close  after  me.  They  carried  me  to  the  car  from 

the  waiting-room,  and  helped  me  in,  and  fixed  a 

bed  quickly,  and  gently  laid  me  on  it.  As  the 
train  was  ready  to  go,  the  doctor  stood  holding 
my  wrist  in  his  hand.  I  confess  it  did  seem  a 

little  like  living  through  my  own  funeral.  But 

I  sorrowed  most  for  my  devoted  wife  and  sister 
Bertha.  They  had  the  care  and  anxiety.  None 
of  our  friendly  helpers  would  take  pay.  May 
God  bless  our  kind  friends  and  neighbors,  and 

make  us  a  great  blessing  to  them  all!  Our  trust 
is  in  the  Lord. 

It  is  now  the  fourth  week  that  I  am  in  the 

Bombay  General  Hospital.  I  am  well,  praise  the 
Lord,  and  have  an  enormous  appetite,  but  because 
I  am  so  weak  yet,  the  hospital  authorities  will 
not  give  me  a  certificate  of  dismissal.  I  am  happy 

and  content,  —they  know  best. 

Soon  after  I  was  here  I  found  that  the  physi- 
cians regarded  mine  as  a  suspicious  case.  Pus  all 

over  the  liver.  The  most  was  deepest  seated. 
They  broke  the  news  gently  to  me  that  I  would 
likely  have  to  have  a  little  surgical  operation,  but 

they  would  wait  yet  a  few  days.  When  the  few 

days  were  past,  the  temperature  was  around  about 
the  normal  line,  and  I  was  otherwise  improving. 

The  attendant  pains  about  the  liver  were  less, 
the  chilly  sensations  had  ceased  and  the  sweating 

was  only  a  little  at  times.  The  physicians  said  it 
was  remarkable,  but  we  saw  it  all  plainly.  W.\ 

mightily  called  upon  the  Lord  in  time  of  t.ouble 
and  He  delivered  us.  lie  seems  to  us  now  more, 

than  ever.  The  most  sacred  experience  in  prayer 
cannot  be  told.  His  hand  stayed  the  forming  of 

an  abscess,  and  sent  the  pus  off  through  the  nat- 
ural channels.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  for  redemp- 

tion privileges!  "All  power  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  in  earth."  He  who  can  heal  the  soul, 
can  He  not  heal  the  body? 

This  sickness  has  been  a  blessing  to  me.  I  re- 
alize that  I  am  closer  to  Him.  "The  Lord  loveth 

whom  He  chasteneth."  I  can  trust  Him  further 
now.  It  seems  to  me  I  know  Him  better.  I  have 
learned  when  to  stand  still  to  see  the  salvation 

of  the  Lord.  I  have  learned  that-  without  Him 

1  can  do  nothing,  but  with  Him  all  things  are 

possible.  We  have  all  been  brought  to  wait  upon 
the  Lord.  I  am  not  alone  in  the  midst  of  this 

shower  of  blessings.  Divine  blessings  are  only 

limited  by  our  little  capacities  to  receive  them. 
"All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord.  Praise  His  holy  name  even 

forever.    Selah!" Buhar,  hut.,  Nov.  20. 

"  That  there  is  no  good  without  labor  is  evi- 
dently true  in  preaching.  They  who  stand  before 

the  people  to  instruct  thein  in  the  things  of  Christ 
should  be  sure  that  what  they  have  to  say  is 

really  the  Word  of  God,  and  not  some  opinion  or 
conceit  of  the  flesh.  They  should  also  strive  to 

present  this  Word  as  plainly  and  forcibly  as  their 
abilities  allow.  Many  sermonizers  forget  that  they 
arc  not  to  preach  themselves,  but  the  Lord  Jesus. 
They  are  anxious  to  be  thought  eloquent  or 

ned  or  witty;  so  they  are  self-conscious  in  all 
they  say,  and  put  themselves  in  front  of  the  truth, 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  proclaim. 

Many  things  go  to  make  up  the  happiness  of  our 

life;  this  is  its  blessedness — to  have  faith  in  God,  to 
be  truly,  deeply    practically  religious. 
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J.  H.  Moore,   Office  Editor. 
Joseph  Amick   Business  Manager. 

Nine  are  said  to  have  been  baptized  in  the  Rock- 
ingham church,  Mo.,  since  Nov.  10. 
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(^-Remittances  should  be  made  by  Fust-office  Money  Order,  Drafts  on 
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Alount  Morris,  III.,  January  4,  1896. 

Five  accessions  are  reported  at  the  Yellow  River 
church,  Ind.    

Bro.  J.  O.  Brubakf.r,  of  Crescent  City,  Okla., 
should  hereafter  be  addressed  at  Action,  same  Ter- 
ritory. 

The  poor  are  calling  for  the  Messenger.  Will 
you  contribute  freely  to  the  poor  fund,  that  wc 
may  send  the  paper  to  them?  Let  us  hear  from  a 
number  of  the  liberal-hearted  at  once. 

Bro.  I,  J.  Rosenberger  has  recovered  from  his 
late  sickness,  and  is  now  preaching  in  the  Palestine 
church,  Darke  Co.,  Ohio.  For  a  time,  in  the  early 
'oart  of  his  sickness,  his  relatives  were  considerably aiarmed. 

.  Bro.  T.  A.  Robinson,  of  Douglas  Co.,  Kansas,  re- 
cently prospected  in  Arkansas  for  a  location,  and 

then  went  to  Newton  County, 
of  making  his  home.  Hi 

Grangeville,  that  County. 

here  he  thinks 

ay  now  be  addressed  at 

Does  your  elder  take  the  Messenger?  If  not, 
send  it  to  him.  In  this  age  when  every  depart- 

ment of  church  work  should  be  pushed  you  do  not 
want  to  have  it  said  that  your  housekeeper  does 
not  read  his  church  paper.     Certainly  not. 

Some  communications,  intended  for  Christmas 
reading,  came  too  late  to  be  published  in  seasona- 

ble time,  and  for  that  reason  will  not  appear.     Es- 
says and  poems,  for  any  special  iss 

our  desk  at  least  fifteen  days  befor 

e,  should  be  or 
the  date  of  ths 

ual  number  of 
vish  to  appear 

patrons  read 

Of  late  we  have  received  an  u 
communications  which  the  autho 
without  their  names.  Very  few  of 
that  class  of  matter,  and  for  that  reason  we  do  not 
publish  anonymous  articles.  By  this  the  writers  of 
anonymous  communications  will  know  what  has  be- come of  them 

We 

Meeti 

programs   of  children 

receiving   more   reports    of    Ministerial 
Programs    of    Sunday    school  meetings, 

neetings,   etc.,    etc.,   than 

we   can   find   room   to   publish.    Those   who   send 
us  matter  of  this  kind  should  permit 
and   condense   that   whic 
profitable  and  interesting 

nay    prove    the 

ielect 

most 

Br C.  C.  Ro 
'  has  been  doing  some  good  mis- 

sionary work  among  the  convicts  in  the  State 
Prison,  Kansas.  He  reports  two  baptized  and  two 
'more  applicants.  He  further  states  that  it  was through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Messenger  that 
the  Gospel  light  reached  these  unfortunate  people It  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  more  will  be  won  over to  the  Truth. 

Eight  came  out  on  the  Master's  side  during  Bro. 
H.  C.  Early's  meetings  in  the  Lost  Creek  church, Pa.    

December  15,  Bro.  Walter  S.  Long  closed  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  Aughwick  church,  Pa., 
with  thirteen  accessions. 

Bko.  D.  L.  Miller's  first  letter  about  his  trip 
around  the  world,  appears  on  the  next  page  of  this 
issue.  These  letters  will  be  read  with  unusual  in- 
terest. 

The  Brethren's  Missionary  Visitor  has  been  im- 
proved both  in  appearance  and  contents.  It  is  now 

published  monthly,  and  contains  sixteen  well-filled 
pages-    

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  closed  his  meetings  in  the 
Beaverdam  church,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  with  six  ac- 

cessions. He  preached  nineteen  sermons  and  had 

very  large  congregations. 

has  been  greatly 

:  much  rejoiced, 
'ith  twenty-three 

The  special  Bible  Term  opens  here  next  Mon- 
day morning.  We  look  for  an  interesting  time  and 

a  good  attendance. 

The  Brethren  at  Lanark,  111.,  closed  their  series 

of  meetings  last  week  with  two  accessions  by  bap- 
tism and  one  reclaimed. 

Bro.  John  Seas,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  writes  that 
leir  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  D.  S.  Fil- 
rum,  still  continues  with  interest. 

The  Eel  River  church,  Indian: 
blessed  of  late.  The  members  : 

They  closed  a  series  of  meetings 
baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 

A  very  i 
meetings  wa 

church,  Ohi, 

by  baptism  1 

A  series  ot  meetings  in  the  Union  church,  Ind., 

closed  Dec.  7.  There  were  eighteen  accessions, 

sixteen  baptized  and  two  reclaimed. 

Bro.  J.  G.  Rover  spent  his  vacation  with  the 
Lower  Stillwater  church,  Ohio,  returning  last  Tues- 

day evening.  He  reports  four  baptized  and  some 

applicants. Bro.  Geo.  E.  Stone,  of  Carson  City,  Mich.,  is 

spending  a  few  weeks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mount. 
He  preached  for  the  Brethren  at  Silver  Creek 
church,  last  Sunday  morning  and  evening. 

iteresting  and  encouraging  series  of 
1  closed  in  the  Central  house,  Salem 

,  Dec.  23.  There  were  twelve  added 
nd  one  reclaimed. 

In  this  issue,  as  well  as  in  the  future  issues,  Br. 

H.  B.  Brumbaugh's  letters  will  be  commenced  c 
the  first  page  and  closed  on  the  second.  Just  no 
they  are  particularly  full  of  interest. 

Brown 

York,  are 

pctuicnt. 

Brothers  and  Co.,  59  Wall  Street,  New 
mining  funds  for  the 

1,  by  the  N.  Y.  Inde- :liable. 
lg  and  tr; jfferers.     The  fin 

tid  to  be  strictly  1 

Bro.  J.  K.  Miller,  on  his  way  from  the  Bible 
school  at  South  English,  Iowa,  to  North  Manches- 

ter, Ind  ,  gave  us  a  short  call  last  Saturday.  Bro. 
Miller  is  in  earnest  about  Bible  work  among  the 
churches. 

A  few  of  our  brethren  in  Denmark  and  Sweden 
have  learned  to  read  the  English,  and  to  them  the 
Messenger  is  a  treat.  This  week  we  received  a 
two  dollar  bill  from  one  of  them  with  a  request  for 
the  Messenger  during  1896. 

Writing  from  the  Fairview  church,  Tippecanoe 
Co  ,  Ind.,  Nov.  23,  Bro.  John  W.  Root  says:  "  Bro. 
David  Dilling,  of  Monticello,  Ind.,  opened  a  series 
of  meetings  with  us,  which  continued  for  two 
weeks.  Six  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were 
received  by  baptism;  two  reclaimed." 

Bro.  Neff  writes  us  that  his  mental  vigor  is  all 
right,  that  it  is  rather  better  than  when  he  lived  in 
the  Mount.  He  thinks  the  mild  climate  has  proved 
helpful  to  him  in  mind  as  well  as  in  body.  The 
reason  he  furnished  no  article  on  the  lesson  for 
Dec.  29,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  deemed  un- 

necessary to  have  an  article  on  the  review. 

A.  E.  Tr oyer,  of  Milton,  Oregon,  who  has 
been  living  in  that  part  of  the  State  for  two  years 
thinks  that  Milton  would  be  an  excellent  place  for 
the  Brethren  to  settle  and  build  up  a  church.  Es- 

pecially would  he  be  pleased  to  have  one  of  our 
ministers  to  locate  there.  In  his  letter  he  mentions 
some  good  inducements  that  will  be  made  known 
to  those  who  will  write  him  with  stamp  inclosed. 

Many  of  our  ministers  are  writing  us  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  procuring  half-fare  permits.  It  is 

useless  to  do  so,  as  that  matter,  for  the  Central  and 
Western  States  is  in  the  hands  of  B.  D.  Caldwell, 
Chicago,  and  we  do  not  have 
render  any  assistance  whatever 
our  chances  with  the  rest  of  the  Brethren  n 
Those  wishing  application  blanks  will  call  on  their 
local  railroad  agent,  or  write  Mr.  Caldwell,  and follow  the  instructions  given. 

Bro.  H.  J.  Wolf,  of  Nevada,  Mo„  is  with  us,  to 

remain  a  week  or  more.  He  is  a  baker  by  occu- 
pation, and  also  breaks  the  Bread  of  Life  as  occa- 

sion permits.  He  is  looking  for  a  suitable  location 
for  both  occupations. 

A  few  days  ago  Bro.  I.  D.  Parker,  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  met  with  an  accident  that  will  confine  him  to 

his  home  for  some  days.  While  out  driving,  his 
teim  became  frightened,  ran  a  half  mile,  and  threw 

him  out  against  a  telegraph  pole,  resulting  in  some 
bad  bruises. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Bro.  Miller, 
written  on  the  Red  Sea,  one  thousand  miles  south 

of  Cairo,  Egypt.  He  and  his  wife  were  in  good 
health,  but  suffering  more  or  less  from  the  great 
heat,  as  they  were  then  in  the  Torrid  Zone.  The 
vessel  on  which  they  sailed  carried  forty  mission- 

aries who  were  on  their  way  to  the  heathen  lands. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Ecker,  of  Sharpsburg,  Maryland, 
writes  that  during  the  year  1895,  6,435-  baptisms 
were  reported  in  the  Messenger.  This  does  not 
include  those  reported  in  Nos.  52,  53  and  42,  nor 
does  it  include  applicants  whose  baptism  was  not 
specially  mentioned.  Of  those  baptized,  eight  re- 

side in  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  four  in  Asia Minor. 

The  Brethren  have  long  had  the  reputation  of 
understanding  the  Scriptures  sufficiently  to  be  able 
to  find  the  chapter  and  verse  for  what  they  teach 
and  believe.  Now,  if  any  one  imagines  that  their 
knowledge  stops  here,  just  let  him  sound  them  on 
the  movements  of  the  moon.  A  few  weeks  ago  we 
ventured  the  statement  that  not  for  1800  years  had 
there  been  two  full  moons  in  December.  It  is  as- 

tonishing how  many  letters  we  received,  stating 
that  similar  occurrences  had  happened  even  in  re- 

cent years.  Well,  this  proves  that  editors  are  no 
authority  on  the  moon.  We  advise  all  our  patrons 
to  send  tor  a  copy  of  our  Almanac,  and  keep  post- 

ed. While  we  may  now  and  then  make  a  mistake 
the  Almanac  will  not,  especially  on  the  movement of  the  moon. 

The  time  was  when  editors  in  our  Brotherhood 
received  many  very  unkind  letters.  But  that  day seems  to  be  past.  We  now  seldom  receive  an abusive  letter.  Our  people  are  improving  in Chnstian  courtesy.  As  a  rule,  if  something  ap- 

pears in  the  paper  which  they  think  should  not  be published,  they  find  a  kind  way  of  calling  our  at- 
tention to  it.  Still,  occasionally,  one  gently  re- 

bukes us  for  not  printing  what  he  writes,  and  now and  then  a  reader  thanks  us  for  not  giving  to  the public  what  he  prepared  for  that  purposf.  Here .s  one  of  these  letters  of  thanks.  It  may  do  a  few 

good  to  read  it:  ' 

I  senf0,™1?!81!^1'0  y°kU  *»  M1  Pushing  the  letter 
th't  car,  rfisori         g    1   *at   'he  B'°*«hood  has  an  editor r^r,— ^rv-r'tr 
^'M^  J5T^ ,he  wo"d: ' »  ££££E 
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Bro.  John  Fkidley,  of  Gooseneck,  West  Va.  on 
renewing  his  subscription,  serves  this  notice  on'  us- 
"Whenever  you  get  the  notice  of  my  death  you may  know  when  my  subscription  will  stop  and  not 
before."    

In  order  to  get  as  much  news  as  possible  in  this 
issue,  we  have  done  a  good  deal  of  "  boiling  down  " 
with  the  correspondence.  While  a  few  of  our  cor- 

respondents may  not  like  to  see  their  communica- 
tions condensed,  still  this  is  one  way  ot  shaping things  so  that  everybody  can  get  in  at  least  a  few 

words  "edgeways."  And  yet  with  all  of  this  boil- ing down  a  number  of  interesting  reports  must  re- main over  until  next  week. 

THUS    GOSPEL MBSSBNaEE. 

Let  all  of  our  Brethren  learn  to  use  the  Lord's 
Prayer  just  as  it  is  found  in  the  Book.  It  is  thus 
recorded  in  Matt.  6:  9-13:  "Our  Father  which  art 
in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heav- 

en. Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And  for- 
give us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.  And 

lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  ev- 
il. For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the 

glory,  for  ever.     Amen." 

OUR  QREETINQ  FOR  1896. 

The  year  1895  has  closed  and  1896  is  here,  and 
we  are  happy  to  greet  our  readers  with  this  the  be- 

ginning of  a  new  volume  of  the  Messenger.  At 

the  close  of  each  year  we  have  a  volume  of  the  pa- 

per bound  and  placed  in  our  library.  Each  year  we 

must  make  room  for  another  volume,  and  as  we 

look  over  the  long  row  of  large  books  we  think  of 

the  days,  weeks  and  years  of  earnest  labor  required 
to  bring  out  the  matter  placed  before  our  readers. 

Then  we  think  of  the  good  they  have  derived  from 

reading  it,  and  the  good  yet  to  come  from  the  seed 
that  has  been  sown. 

But  we  have  not  time  now  to  think  much  of  the 

past.  We  did  the  best  we  could.  The  present  is 
with  us,  the  great  future  is  before  us,  and  we  know 

not  what  a  week  or  a  month  may  bring  forth.  One 

thing  certain,  it  is  our  duty  to  enter  upon  the  task 

in  hand,  and  endeavor  to  give  to  our  patrons  a  pa- 
per that  will  be  for  their  edification  and  instruction, 

and,  if  possible,  make  the  volume  for  1896  better 

than  any  that  have  yet  appeared.  This,  of  course, 

is  no  easy  task  for  us,  as  we  made  similar  efforts  in 

the  past,  and  yet  we  know  that  the  only  road  to 
success  is  to  strive  to  do  still  better  work  as  the 

years  go  by.  So  it  will  be  our  constant  aim  to 

prove  upon  that  which  has  gone  to  record. 

And  while  we  feel  the  importance  of  lifting  the 

paper  to  a  still  higher  standard,  it  is  to  be  hoped 

that  we  are  all  concerned  about  reaching  a  higher 

plane  of  Christian  living.  We  are  here  preparing 

ourselves  for  the  life  beyond  the  grave,  and  as  the 

years  come  and  go  we  realize  that  we  are  approach- 
ing the  end  of  our  journey.  Then,  how  important 

it  is  that  we  grow  better  as  the  years  increase! 

And  we  can  certainly  make  some  progress  in  this 

direction  by  striving  to  make  the  present  the  most 

successful  year  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage. 

As  we  enter  the  year  we  cannot  tell  what  is  be- 
fore us.  It  may  be  a  period  of  peace  and  it  may 

not,  but  whatever  comes,  we,  as  the  Brethren 

church,  have  a  mission  demanding  all  our  attention 

and  influence.  We  are  in  the  world  to  obey  the 

Gospel  in  all  its  parts,  and  most  earnestly  preach  it 
to  others.  We  are  the  teachers  of  peace  on  earth 

and  good  will  towards  man.  We  are  pleading  for 

religious  liberty,  and  the  full  exercise  of  conscience 

among  all  the  people  of  earth.  As  a  body  we 

stand  opposed  to  war  as  well  as  slavery,  and  op- 
posed to  everything  that  degrades  the  race,  and  if 

ever  there  was  a  time  when  we  should  let  our  light 

shine  fully  that  period  is  now  here.  We  are  in  an 

age  where  it  may  require  more  than  ordinary  firm- 
ness-to   stand   in   defense  of  sound   doctrine   and 

maintain  sound  principles.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
Messenger  to  prove  particularly  helpful  to  the Brotherhood  along  these  as  well  as  other  lines  of duty,  equally  important. 

Respecting  the  position  of  the  Messenger  re- 
garding the  work  of  the  year,  our  readers  must 

judge  of  the  future  by  the  past.  We  are  set  for  the 
defense  of  the  Gospel,  and  what  we  believe  and 
have  maintained  in  the  past  we  still  believe  and  in- 

tend to  defend  to  the  full  extent  of  our  ability.  We 
are  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Brotherhood  and  her 
mission,  and  with  a  clear  conscience  can  teach  and 
defend  her  principles.  We  shall,  however,  strive  to 
lead  the  members  to  a  still  better  life,  and  endeav- 

or to  insist  upon  our  principles  being  better  under- 
stood. We  have  that  aggressive  spirit  that  prompts 

us  to  urge  the  extending  of  the  borders  of  Zion  not 
only  in  America,  but  elsewhere.  The  world  is  the 
Lord's,  the  people  are  his  by  creation,  and  should  be 
his  by  adoption.  We  would  like  to  see  our  people 
do  still  more  in  the  way  of  preaching  the  Gospel  ev- 

erywhere, and  will  most  assuredly  urge  them  to  do 
so.  » 

With  these  reflections  we  commence  the  present 
volume,  realizing  that  we  have  a  great  work  before 
us,  and  need  the  prayers,  help  and  counsels  of  all 
our  members  as  well  as  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  also  trust  to  continue  our  visits  to  the 
homes  of  the  thousands  who  have  been  taking  the 
paper  during  the  year  1895.  We  are  also  thankful 
for  the  many  new  names  added  to  our  list,  and 
trust  that  our  labors  together  may  prove  a  mutual 
benefit  to  each  and  all  of  us.  r   h   m 

THE  BLUE  PENCIL. 

When  a  piece  of  church  news  like  this  comes  to 

our  desk  we  find  no  occasion  to  use  the  blue  pen- 

cil-. 

La  Forge,  Mo.— I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  011 
Thanksgiving  Day  at  the  Hurricane  schoolhouse,  nine  miles 

from  here,  where  a  few  poor  but  very  zea'ous  members  are  lo- 
cated. The  weather  being  unfavorable  we  closed  Dec.  8  with 

two  additions  by  baptism  and  one  reclaimed  One  was  bap- 
tized at  our  regular  appointment  before  the  meeting  com- 

menced.— Ira  P.  Eby. 

But  many  reports  reach  us  in  this  shape: 
La  Van,  Mo.,  Dec.  18,  1895. 

According  to  previous  arrangements  I  left  my  home  at  La- 

in, Mo.,  Dec.  2,  and  reached  Juan,  Mo.,  the  same  evening, 

ro.  A.  C.  Anning  met  me  there,  conveyed  me  to  his  place, 
ne  miles  east  of  Juan.  I  commenced  preaching  in  the 

Brethren's  large  house  of  worship  that  same  evening.  The 
congregations  were  not  very  large  at  first,  but  increased  every 

night,  only  on  Saturday  night,  when  it  rained.  This  is  known 
as  the  Lakeview  church.  Though  the  assembly  was  small  I 

entertained  them  the  best  I  could.  On  Sunday  we  had  two 

meetings,  one  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  other  at  night.  At  the 
forenoon  meeting  there  were  two  applicants.  We  continued 

the  meetings  until  the  next  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  15.  The 

house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  at  the  two  last  meet- 

ings. From  first  to  last  there  were  ten  applicants.  Six  of 
them  were  baptized,  leaving  four  yet  to  be  baptized.  There 
were  also  two  restored.  A  good  impression  was  left  on  the 

minds  of  the  people,  and  I  believe  that  many  are  counting  the 

cost.  I  left  the  members  here  with  many  regrets.  1  never 

was  more  kindly  treated.  I  reached  home  on  Monday  even- 

ing, and  found  my  family  in  good  health,  for  which  1  thank 
the  Lord.  I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  thanking  the 

brethren,  sisters  and  friends  at  Juan  for  their  kindness. Yours  Fraternally, 

J.  C.  Manning. 

By  the  time  our  blue  pencil  gets  through  with  a 

report  of  this  kind,  it  will  appear  in  print  about 

thus: 
Lakeview  Church,  Mo— On  the  evening  of  Dec.  2,  I  com- 

menced a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Lakeview  church,  nine 

miles  east  of  Juan,  this  State,  and  closed  Dec.  15,  with  six  bap- 

tized, four  applicants  and  two  restored.  The  meetings  were 

generally  well  attended,  and  the  interest  excellent.— J.  C. 

Maiming,  La  Van,  Mo.,  Die.  iS. 

Wise  people  need  only  a  mild  hint  now  and  then, 

and  most  writers  do  not  like  the  blue  pencil.  Can 

we  not  give  it  a  rest  by  using  more  brevity? 

j.   H.  M. 

EDITORIAL  OLEANINas  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  One. 

BEIRUT  TO   JAFFA    BY   SEA. 

Ever  since  the  bright  May  day  morning,  a  half 
year  ago,  when  we  left  home  in  Mt.  Morris  and 
started  on  our  travels  eastward,  we  have  been  on 
our  homeward  journey.  And  whether  we  have 
been  sailing  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or  on  the 
North,  the  Baltic,  the  Adriatic,  the  /Egean,  the 
Mediterranean,  or  the  Red  Seas,  or  on  the  Indian 
Ocean,  we  have  said  to  each  other,  "  Every  day's 
travel  takes  us  nearer  home."  When  we  traveled 
overland  in  England,  France,  Germany,  Scandi- 

navia, and  the  snowy  heights  of  Switzerland,  and 
the  sunny  plains  of  Italy,  and  the  vine-clad  hills  of 
Greece,  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  Egypt,  we  always 
had  the  thought  present  with  us  that  we  were 
going  home.  Heretofore  on  our  travels  we  have 
had,  when  starting,  an  objective  point,  which,  when 
reached,  we  began  our  return  voyage.  But  on  this 
journey  we  move  on  eastward  until,  the  Lord 
willing,  we  land  at  San  Francisco,  and,  still  contin- 

uing our  eastward  course,  finally  reach  home.  We 
are  impressed  with  the  thought  that  our  journey  is 
something  like  the  great  voyage  of  life  which  we 
are  all  making.  There  is  no  turning  back.  On- 

ward is  the  word,  until,  if  we  follow  the  compass 
and  chart  of  God,  the  goal  is  won  and  the  haven  of 
eternal  rest  is  entered. 

Of  our  travels  in  Europe,  Palestine  and  Egypt, 
Bro.  Brumbaugh  has  written  so  fully  and  so  well 

as  to  leave  nothing  further  to  be  desired  along  the 
line  where  we  have  journeyed  together.  Twice 
before  this  we  have  taken  our  readers  with  us  to 

the  East  and  through  the  "  Lands  of  the  Bible." 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  nothing  more  re- 

mains for  our  pen.  But  the  Holy  Land  is  so  full 
of  interest  that  each  time  we  come  to  visit  it  we 

learn~something  new  and  see  it  under  different 
aspects,  and  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  readers  of 
the  Messenger.  We  call  attention  to  some  things 
learned  and  some  reflections  made  on  our  last  visit. 

We  now  recall  our  parting  with  our  traveling 
companions  at  Beirut.  We  had  enjoyed  a  most 

delightful  sea  voyage  together  from  Smyrna.  A 

gentle  breeze,  soft  and  balmy,  made  the  warm 
October  days  delightfully  pleasant.  The  sea,  on 

its  good  behavior,  was  smooth  and  calm,  and  its 

waters  blue  as  only  the  "Great  Sea"  is  blue.  A 
bright,  clear  sky,  with  the  full  moon  making  night 
ashamed  of  its  darkness,  added  materially  to  the 

pleasure  of  the  journey.  We  set  it  down  in  our 
notebook  as  one  of  the  most  delightful  sea  voyages 
we  have  ever  enjoyed.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  5,  we 

cast  anchor  at  the  base  of  Lebanon  and  early  on 

the  Lord's  Day  morning  brethren  Brumbaugh, 
Bingaman  and  Myers  left  us  to  go  to  Damascus  by 

the  new  railway,  and  thence  to  Jerusalem  in  ten  or 
twelve  days  on  horseback,  while  we,  wife  and  I, 

were  to  go  on  by  sea  to  Jaffa,  and  thence  to  Jeru- 
salem, where  we  again  met  two  weeks  later. 

At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  we  steamed  out  of  the 
harbor  at  Beirut  and  took  our  course  southward 

along  the  Syrian  coast.  Westward  the  horizon  was 
bounded  by  the  waters  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
fine  weather  continued  and  the  sea  was  literally  as 

smooth  as  glass.  We  congratulated  ourselves  that 
we  were  to  have  a  pleasant  afternoon  sailing  along 
the  western  border  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  upon  the 

prospect  of  a  smooth  landing  at  Jaffa  on  the  mor- 
row. East  of  us  the  Lebanon  mountains  were  in 

full  view;  once  the  pride  of  Syria,  now  brown  and 
bare.  The  cedar  and  fir  have  been  cut  down,  and 

the  "glory  of  Lebanon"  has  departed.  As  we 
skirted  the  foot  of  the  mountain  range  we  had 

ample  time  to  look  up  and  meditate  upon  the  Bible 
associations  connected  with  Lebanon. 

Yonder  on  the  flat  beach,  which  was  so  close  to 
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us  that  it  seemed  that  we  might  almost  have 

thrown  a  stone  to  the  shore,  may  have  been  the 

very  spot  to  which  Hiram's  woodmen  brought  the 

hewn  cedar  and  fir  trees,  making  a  veritable  log- 

ging camp  of  the  place  until  the  floats  were  made 

and  the  costly  timber  was  sent  by  sea  to  Jaffa, 

where  it  was  delivered  to  King  Solomon's  work- 
men. In  full  sight  of  the  supposed  logging  camp 

was  the  ancient  city  of  Sidon.  And  force  is  given 

to  the  statement  that  the  camp  was  located  in  this 

neighborhood,  from  the  fact  that  there  were  none 

among  all  the  people  in  all  the  land  that  could 

"skill  to  hew  timber  like  unto  the  Sidonians."* 

Along  the  coast  of  ancient  Phcenicia  we  sailed, 

and  so  close,  too,  that  the  shore  line  was  plainly 

visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Modern  Sidon,  closely 

and  compactly  built,  presents  a  pleasing  sight  from 

the  sea.  Her  groves  of  mulberry  trees,  and  gar- 
dens of  oranges,  lemons,  pomegranates,  apricots, 

bananas  and  palms  are  in  striking  contrast  with  the 

oppressive  barrenness  all  along  the  coast.  These 

gardens  are  the  pride  of  Sidon.  The  silk  industry 
flourishes  and  the  little  city,  with  fifteen  thousand 

souls,  is  fairly  prosperous.  The  ancient  name 

Zidon  tand  the  New  Testament  name  Sidon  is 

still  preserved.  Here  Paul  landed  when  on  his  way 

to  Rome  as  a  prisoner  and  went  "  unto  his  friends 

to  refresh  himself,"!  a  positive  evidence  that 
Christianity  had  been  introduced  at  Sidon  at  a  very 

early  period. 

Just  as  the  sun  touched  the  watery  horizon  we 

sighted  the  island  and  mainland  on  which,  at  one 
time,  stood  the  mighty  City  of  Tyre,  the  proud 

mistress  of  the  sea.  If  you  would  like  an  accurate 

description  of  her  wealth  and  greatness,  read  care- 

fully the  thirty-seventh  chapter  of  Ezekiel.  Fol- 
low this  with  the  reading  of  the  thirty-sixth  and 

thirty-eighth  chapters  of  the  same  prophecy  and 
learn  the  fate  of  the  proud  city,  and  know  that  the 

prophecy  has  been  literally  fulfilled.  There  is  not 
in  all  the  East  a  more  remarkable  fulfillment  of 

prophecy  than  that  connected  with  this  very  City 
of  Tyre.  The  dust  has  been  literally  scraped  from 

her  and  she  has  become  "like  the  top  of  a  rock." 
And  this  very  day  it  is  "  a  place  for  the  spreading 

of  nets  in  the  midst  of  the  sea."  The  history  of 
the  place,  from  the  days  of  Ezekiel  until  it  became 

a  miserable  fishers'  village,  composed  of  a  few  poor 
hovels,  is  full  of  interest.  It  was  a  struggle  against 

prophecy,  for  the  Lord  had  said,  "  I  am  against 

thee,  O  Tyrus."  The  modern  town  has  a  popula- 
tion of  some  four  or  five  thousand  souls.  The 

streets  are  narrow,  dirty  and  miserable,  and  the 

houses  dilapidated.  The  inhabitants  are  poor,  and 
many  of  them  subsist  by  fishing. 

While  we  have  been  looking  at  Tyre  the  sun 
sinks  into  the  sea; 

"Not  as  in  northern  climes  obscurely  bright, 

But  one  unclouded  blaze  of  living  light." 

Sunsets  at  sea  have  often  been  described  by 

poets  and  prose  writers,  but  descriptions  only 

feebly  portray  the  glories  of  the  god  of  day,  as  he 
sinks  to  rest  in  the  waves  of  the  sea.  As  the 

twilight  fades  away,  and  darkness  comes  down 

upon  land  and  deep,  the  moon,  full-orbed,  mounts 

upward  from  the  heights  of  Hermon  and  floods  hill 

and  plain  with  her  silver  light.  She  shines  in  full 

brightness  upon  the  portion  of  Dan,  and  not  far 

from  us  the  site  of  the  ancient  City  of  Lachish,  so 
terribly  punished  by  the  Ninevites,  catches  her 

beams.  And  there,  dimly  shining  across  the  sea, 
are  the  lights  of  the  village  Ptolemais,  where  Paul 

landed  and  saluted  the  brethren,  abiding  with  them 
one  day,  before  going  on  his  fatal  journey  to  the 
City  of  Jerusalem.§ 

Together  we  sit  on  the  deck  and  enjoy  the  beau- 

ties of  the  night.  We  can  see  plainly  every  inden- 
tation of  the  shore  line,  and  the  hills  are  brought 

out  bold  and  clear  in  the  bright  moonlight.  And 
now  we  have  Mt.  Carmel  before  us,  boldly  jutting 

out  into  the  sea.  Every  outline  of  the  mount  of 

the  prophets  is  clearly  cut  on  the  horizon.  Our 
steamer  headed  for  the  shore  where  the  lights 

revealed  the  site  of  Caifa,  the  seaport  of  Nazareth. 

In  an  incredibly  short  time  the  steamer  was  sur- 

rounded by  a  howling,  yelling  mob  of  Arab  boat- 
men. With  cat-like  agility  they  climbed  up  the 

sides  of  the  ship  and  solicited  passengers  to  go 

ashore.  It  was  a  scene  of  wild,  noisy  confusion, 

witnessed  not  only  here  at  Caifa,  but  at  all  these 

eastern  ports  where  the  ships  cast  anchor  a  half 

mile  from  the  shore,  and  passengers  are  landed  by 

means  of  the  small  boats  propelled  by  Arab  boat- 
men. Caifa  is  an  interesting  spot.  Fifteen  miles 

away,  in  a  straight  line,  is  Nazareth  and  the  Sea  of 
Galilee.  Here  the  brook  Kishon  empties  into  the 

sea,  as  it  has  ever  since  the  day  its  waters  ran  red 

with  the  blood  of  the  prophets  of  Baal,  slain  by  the 

zeal  of  the  propffet  of  the  true  God  after  their 

signal  failure  at  Carmel.  The  light  on  the  hill, 

shining  above  the  brightness  of  the  moon,  marks 

the  site  of  the  convent  of  the  monks,  the  tradi- 

tional spot  of  the  great  test  between  Elijah  and  the 

Baalites.  On  the  edge  of  the  cliff  stood  the  serv- 
ant of  the  prophet  looking  out  upon  the  blazing 

heavens  for  the  first  sign  of  the  cloud  that  was  soon 

to  appear,  no  larger  than  a  man's  hand  at  first,  but 
to  grow  rapidly  until  all  the  heavens  were  over- 

cast with  dark  clouds  and  the  rain  came  down  in 

torrents,  and  the  three  years'  drought  was  broken. 
Here  the  prophet  Elisha  dwelt  when  the  Shunam- 
mite  woman  came  to  him  in  heart-broken  haste, 

for  the  boy  she  loved  so  well  lay  dead  in  the  little 

room  at  Shunem.  All  these  and  many  more  Bible 
associations  came  to  mind  as. we  lay  anchored  in 

the  silvery  moonlight'at  the  foot  of  Mt.  Carmel. 
Southward  again  our  ship  took  her  course  and 

passed  by  Ca^sarea,  whither  came  Peter  from  Jaffa, 

nothing  doubting,  and  gave  to  the  Gentiles  the 

wonderful  message  from  the  Son  of  God.  Here, 

too,  Paul  was  brought  a  prisoner  from  Jerusalem. 

Here  he  was  tried  and  appealed  to  Csesar,  and  then 

made  Felix  tremble  and  Agrippa  hear  the  Word  of 

Truth  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  so 

we  sailed  on  and  nature  demanded  rest  and  repose. 
We  went  below  to  our  comfortable  rooms,  and 

sleep,  blessed  sleep,  shut  out  all  the  world.  We 

were  awakened  by  the  rattling  chains  of  the  drop- 

ping anchor  and  the  swashing  of  the  waves  against 
the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  we  knew  that  we  were  at 

Jaffa.  D.  l.  m. 

*i  Kings  5:6. 
tGen.  49: 13;  Acts  1 
{Acts  27:  3. 
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— *HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  ve— 

THE  OLD  YEAR. 

Last  night,  when  all  the  village 
Was  lying  white  and  still, 

With  starlight  in  the  valley, 

With  moonlight  on  the  hill, 
I  wakened  from  my  dreaming, 

And  hushed  my  heart  to  hear 

The  old  clock  on  the  steeple 
Toll  out  the  dying  year. 

They  say  that  when  the  angels 
The  blessed  New  Year  bring, 

The  souls  that  wake  to  listen 
Can  hear  them  softly  sing 

The  same  melodious  anthem 

Of  peace  and  love  on  earth, 

That  told  to  Judah's  shepherds 
The  dear  Redeemer's  birth. 

No  sound  came  through  the  silence; 
But  waiting  there,  I  thought 

Of  all  the  gifts  and  blessings 
The  year  to  me  had  brought; 

And  something  sang  within  me, 

"O  happy  heart!  to-day 
RemembertQll  who  sorrow, 

Andwipe  their  tears.away." 

So,  in  the  solemn  morning 

When  first  thy  feet  shall  stand, 
Where  dawn  in  light  unshadowed 

The  years  of  God's  right  hand; The  words  of  benediction 

Thy  welcome  home  shall  be, 
"Thy  deeds  of  love  and  mercy 

Have  all  been  done  to  me!  " —Little  Corj>oi 

SELF-DENIAL. 

'  WEALTHY  A.  BURKHOLDER. 

One  of  the  hardest  lessons  to  learn  is  that  of 

self-denial, — to  deprive  ourselves  of  something  that 

is  congenial  to  human  nature.  It  is  adverse  to  our 

way  of  thinking,  and  too  often,  in  our  selfishness,  is 

overlooked  entirely.  We  read  that  "Christ  pleased 
not  himself."  He  denied  himself  so  much  for  our 

good,  and  yet,  how  very  reluctant  we  are  to  prac- 
tice it  for  one  another  and  for  the  good  of  the 

cause.  The  Scripture  plainly  teaches  us  that  if  we 

want  to  be  followers  of  God  we  must  deny  our- 
selves and  take  up  the  cross.  Whatever  the  cross 

may  be,  we  should  try  to  take  it  up  and  follow 
cheerfully  in  the  way.  What  is  a  cross  to  one  may 
not  be  to  another.  We  all  have  crosses  to  bear, 
and  we  should  consider  them  light,  in  comparison 
to  what  has  been  done  for  us.  The  little  things 

that  intercept  our  pathway  are  nothing  compared 
to  what  the  Savior  endured  for  us,  and  this  thought 

hould  stimulate  us  to  greater  self-denial  for  the 
Truth. 

Take  the  family,  for  an  example.  When  all  try 

to  labor  together  in  peace  and  harmony,  each  one 
making  sacrifice  for  the  other,  then  it  is  a  happy 

and  prosperous  home,  but  if  each  one  wants  his  own 

way,  and  no  self-denial  is  exercised,  there  is  friction, 
and  the  result  is  division.  The  peace  and  harmony 
of  that  home  is  destroyed  because  of  sin,  and  the 

family  idea, — the  beautiful  institution  which  God 

has  formed, — is  greatly  marred. 
The  church  is  a  family  and  God  is  our  FatJisr_ 

We  profess  to  be  his  children,  and  if  so,  we  will  try 
to  deny  ourselves  of  anything  that  may  mar  the 

feelings  of  our  brethren  and  sisters,  that  we  may 

work  in  harmony  together.  Unless  there  is  har- 

mony, good  will  not  be  the  result.  We  should  en- 
deavor to  avoid  giving  offense. 

Once  we  are  greatly  in  earnest  we  can  overcome 

many  obstacles  and  our  pride  and  selfishness  can 
be  removed.  The  church  is  a  grand  institution  and 
it  cost  so  much  to  have  it  established.  It  is  a  good 

place,  a  safe  shelter,  because  the  Savior  has  prom- 
ised to  be  with  us,  and,  surely,  there  should  be  a 

home  feeling, — love  and.  union  should  prevail. 
Where  is  the  child  of  God  that  has  not  realized 

that  the  church  is  a  home?  Among  kindred  spir- 
its, children  of  the  same  Father,  practicing  the 

same  truths,  how  could  there  be  disunion?  How 

willingly  and  gladly  we  should  practice  self-denial 
in  such  a  grand  family!  Then  we  can  speak  the 

same  thing,  and  help,  by  precept  and  example,  to 
show  to  the  world  that  we  are  earnestly  laboring 

for  greater  union  in  the  body,  and  to  promote  holi- 
ness in  ourselves  and  others. 

Time  is  passing, — swiftly  passing  by.  Already 
the  sands  of  another  year  are  nearly  run,  and  our 
time  to  work  may  soon  close.  There  is  much  to  be 
done.  Truly,  the  fields  are  white  for  the  harvest, 

but  the  laborers  are  so  few.  If  we  enjoy  the  soci- 
ety of  the  Christian  people  in  the  church,  we 

should  try  to  get  others  in,  that  they  may  enjoy  the 
same  blessings;  that  they  may  be  happy  now  and 
hereafter.     Then 

"  Pass  along  the  invitation. 
Whosoever  will  may  come; 

Pass  along  the  loving  messaga 

Unto  every  thirsty  one." 

THE  DAWNING  YEAR. 

BY  LIZZIE  D.  ROSENBERGER. 

The  silver  cord  was  loosed.     The  old  year  was 

dying.     On  a  mountain  ridge  I  saw  a  traveler  pause 

I  and  look  back  over  the  path  of  life  which  he  had       | 
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traveled.  It  led  through  a  plain  which  was  so  vast that  the  end  could  not  be  seen,  only  the  horizon line  shut  off  the  view.  The  path  crossed  some 
hills  and  a  few  high  mountains.  As  if  thinking 
aloud,  the  traveler  said,  "  I  have  tried  to  climb  uo to  some  high  ideals.     I  am  glad  I  came  across  the 
Mountain  of  Difficulty,  though  strongly  tempted to  turn  aside. 

With  a  clearer  vision  he  traced  every  step  of  the 
way,  as  it  led  from  the  hills,  bathed  in  sunlight 
down  into  the  dark  valleys  of  loss  and  discourage- 

ment. He  sadly  said,  "  If  I  could  have  seen  it  as  I 
do  to-day,  my  feet  would  not  be  bleeding,  nor  my strength  exhausted,  by  escaping  from  that  quag- mire into  which  I  aimlessly  wandered.  I  almost 
lost  hope  there,  and  the  high  ideals  seemed  less 
desirable.  But  I  will  heed  the  voice  which  says, 
'Look  not  mournfully  into  the  past;  it  comes  not 
back  again.  Go  forth  to  meet  the  shadowy  future 
without  fear  and  with  a  manly  heart.' " 

Then  he  turned  and  looked  before  him,  but  the 
landscape  seemed  indistinct  and  blurred.  One 
moment  a  beautiful  fertile  plain  lay  there  in  smil- 

ing beauty,  flowers  blooming  everywhere,  rivers 
flowing  clear  and  cool.  Then  mists  and  clouds 
overshadowed  all,  even  the  mountain  on  which  he 
stood;  but  soon  the  clouds  vanished  and  he  saw,  in 
the  distance  before  him,  mountains  whose  peaks 
seemed  to  greet  the  skies,  down  whose  sides  cat- 

aracts hissed  and  plunged,  and  toppling  crags 
seemed  ready  to  fall  and  crush  the  unwary.  "I 

see  no  foothold  there,"  he  said,  "but  surely  I  must 
make  one.  I  have  no  time  to  waste  amid  the 

flowers  and  fruits  on  the  plains;  there  is  a  desert 
just  beyond,  I  know,  in  which  thousands  are  lost, 
but  I  must  hasten  to  the  heights.  I  faintly  hear, 

even  now,  the  ocean  surge  of  eternity  beating  upon 
the  distant  shore." 

A  silvery  mist,  which  had  wreathed  the  highest 
mountain  crest,  was  now  blown  aside  like  a  veil, 

and  there,  sharply  outlined  against  the  cold,  gray 
sky,  was  a  rude  figure  of  the  sacred  cross.  The  trav- 

eler saw  it  and  hastened  forward.  But  on  the  plains 
he  found  so  many  who  journeyed  on  without  even 
seeing  the  mountain  of  high  ideals,  and  many  who 
were  hurrying  into  the  desert.  Some  were  old  and 

others  were  but  children.  So  he  stopped  and  per- 
suaded them  to  walk  the  narrow  path  over  the 

mountains.  The  shadows  lengthened  and  the  sun 

went  down.  The  white  ocean  spray  could  be  dim- 
ly seen,  but  he  had  found  no  time  to  climb  the 

mountain.  He  never  will  find  time.  But  in  his 

heart  there  is  perfect  peace,  and  a  crown,  star- 
gemmed,  awaits  him. 

,  Ohio. 
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A  Visit  Among  the  Isolated. 

In  compliance  with  the  earnest  request  of  our 

Home  Mission  Board  I  went  to  Green  County,  Pa„ 

Nov.  22,  to  visit  the  isolated  members  in  the  Ryer- 

son  Station  congregation.  This  congregation  has 

seen  many  dark  days,  and  seemingly  has  not 

passed  through  all  yet.  It  has  been  torn  to  pie
ces 

by  the  seceding  element.  They  took  the  o
nly 

house  that  was  in  said  congregation,  tore  it  do
wn, 

moved  it  to  another  place  and  rebuilt  it
  for  their 

own  use.  Thus  this  congregation  is  wit
hout  a 

house  of  worship. 

The  sunshine  of  evangelic  love  is  not
  throwing 

her  rays  around  this  dear  congregation  a
s  we  would 

like  to  see  it,  yet  it  is  improving  some. 
 May  the 

day  hasten  when  these  contending  elem
ents  may  be 

entirely  removed,  so  that  fraternal  lov
e  may  again 

prevail! 

While  among  them  I  held  meeti
ngs  wherever  we 

could  get  a  house.     During  my  twel
ve  days  stay 

held  seven  meetings.    The  Lord
  blessed  our  labors 

1  scopi 

prayer  meetings, 

immediate  result  of  three  dear  souls  beinrr buried  with  him  in  holy  baptism. 

I  did  all  my  traveling,  while  anion"  them  on 
foot  from  member  to  member,  until  I  "had  visited thirty-three  out  of  the  forty-two  that  yet  remain. 
The  members  are  poor  and  scattered  over  ; 

of  country  comprising  about  forty  or  fifty  .... 
That  is  a  drawback  and  disadvantage  to  that  con- 

gregation. Bro.  Adam  Wise  is  their  elder.  He  i> 
eighty-seven  yearsold,  hence  he  is  unable  to  look  aft- 

er the  church,  or  do  any  actual  labor  among  them 
Iney  also  have  one  deacon,  seventy-three  years  old 
While  they  are  left  without  a  minister,  they  have not  lost  their  zeal.  They  hold 
and,  in  that  way,  try  to  build  eac 

Master's  cause.  At  Norvough  I  had  thehappy  priv- ilege of  meeting  our  dear  brother,  Andrew  Cham- 
bers, who  was  called  from  Virginia  to  his  former 

home  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  mother-sister 
Wise.  I  was  glad  to  meet  him.  He  is  one  of  our 
earnest  and  consecrated  workers.  He  was,  at  one 
time,  a  minister  in  this  congregation,  and  was 
greatly  loved  by  this  community.  He  did  not 
leave  this  congregation  on  account  of  losing  his  in- 

fluence, but  to  give  his  children  an  advantage  that 
they  could  not  get  otherwise.  I  think  if  a  good, 
earnest  minister  would  move  among  these  dear 
people  he  might  build  up  a  good  congregation 
here,  although  he  would  have  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
hard  work,  for  the  hills  are  hard  to  climb,  and 
other  obstacles  are  in  the  way.  They  desire  me  to 
come  back  to  visit  them  in  the  spring,  and  hold 
some  meetings  for  them.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  and  those  dear  lambs,  as  well  as  older  ones, 
too,  to  hold  out  faithful,  is  my  prayer. 

H.  A.  Stahl. 
Glade,  Pa. 

Notes  by  the  Way. 

We 

at  11   A.  M., 

Oct.  20. 

th  the  Brethren  of  the  Hurricane 

gregation,  Bond  Co.,  111.,  Sunday,  Oct.  6, 
ntinued  until  Sunday  evening, 

went  to  the  Macoupin  Creek- 
church,  Macoupin  Co.,  III.,  where  Bro.  Chas.  M. 
Yearout  was  preaching,  and  remained  until  after 

their  love  feast,  which  took  place  on  Friday  even- 

ing, Oct.  25.  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  26,  I  com- 
menced meetings  at  the  West  Otter  Creek  church 

and  continued  till  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  17,  when 
we  left  them  with  a  full  house.  We  felt  that  we 

ought  to  have  continued  another  week. 

On  Friday  evening,  Nov.  15,  we  had  a  love  feast 
which  was  a  feast  to  my  soul.  We  communed  with 
some  with  whom  we  will  never  commune  in  this 

world  any  more.  Since  the  meeting  sister  Beckner 

has  gone  to  her  long  home.  When  I  left  Bro. 

Beckner's,  Nov.  18,  to  return  home,  little  did  I 
think  that  so  soon  would  I  hear  of  her  death. 

thing  I  noted  with  pleasure  while  at  the 

feast,— that  the  brethren  and  sisters  conform  to  the 
order  so  well,  especially  the  officers  of  the  church. 
This  is  as  it  should  be.  How  can  we  expect  th 

laymembers  to  conform  when  the  ministers  am 
deacons  do  not?  My  dear  brethren  ministers,  le 

us  try  to  set  examples  that  others  may  follow! 
feel  to  praise  the  churches  in  Macoupin  County  fo 

their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 
Daniel  Wvsong. 

Nappanee,  Ind. 

A  Winter  Love  Feast. 

The  little  band  of  believers  at  Mountain  Dale, 

eight  miles  north  of  Frederick  City,  Md.,  decided 

to  conclude  their  series  of  meetings  with  a  Com- 
munion service  on  Saturday,  Dec.  14,  at  4:30  P.  M. 

The  new  church  was  filled  with  a  quiet  and  inter- 

ested audience.  Many  had  never  witnessed  these 

services.  Nine  brethren  and  nine  sisters  surround- 

ed the  Lord's  Table. 
Eld.  E.  W.  Stoner,  E.  A.  Bruner  and  P.  D. 

Fahrney  officiated.  Greater  attention  and  better 

order  I  never  before  saw.  The  meeting  of  two 

weeks  was  closed  on  Sunday  night,  the  15th  inst., 

with  a  full  house. 
Eld.   Lint  left   on   Wednesday   night  and    Eld. 

E.  W.  Stoner  continued  the  meeting  over  Sunday. 
The  good  work  begun  at  this  place  will,  I  believe, 
result  in  enlightening  and  saving  many  precious 
souls.  Bro.  P.  D.  Fahrney  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  starting  the  work  here.  May  God  bless  him, 
and  may  souls  be  saved  and  God  be  glorified! 

E.  W.  Stoner. 

From  Olen  1  ..stun.  W.  Va. 

Nov.  9  I  started  to  Glen  Easton,  W.  Va.,  to  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  our  dear  mother.  Her  loved 

form  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  family  burying 
ground  Dec.  10.  I  spent  some  time  visiting  the 
members  in  this,  the  Ryerson  Station  congregation. 
The  members  are  scattered  over  a  large  territory, 
and  but  few  have  the  privilege  of  meeting  together 
at  the  same  place.     I  gave  them  a  few  meetings. 

While  I  was  here  Bro.  H.  A.  Stahl  came  among 
them.  He  did  some  preaching,  which  was  very 
acceptable.  He  is  a  good  worker  and  has  an  un- 

derstanding of  the  needs  of  this  place. 

Dec.  2  Bro.  Stahl  left  them  for  other  fields  of 
labor.  There  are  about  ten  members  living  near 
this  place  and  several  of  them  never  had  the  priv- 

ilege of  attending  a  Communion,  so  we  concluded 

to  hold  a  Communion  at  this  place.  On  Monday 

evening,  Dec.  9,  I  met  with  the  "ten,"  at  the  house 
of  Bro.  Francis  Wise  and  had  a  very  happy  and 
pleasant  feast.  The  members  seemed  greatly  built 
up  and  strengthened.  Andrew  Chambers. 

Midland,  Va.,  Dec.  16. 

From  Everett,  Pa. 

nmg  ot  Nov.  24. 
W.   Brumbaugh 

Bro.   Vaniman 

our  new  church. 

tables.     We 
Nov.  28.    Eld. 

with  us. 
'.   concluded   to 

The  lot  fell 

Eld.  Daniel  Vaniman,  of  McPherson,  Kans., 

began  a  series  of  meetings  with  us  in  the  Everett 
church,  Nov.  22,  and  continued  ten  days.  As  an 
immediate  result  two  were  baptized  and  one 

asked  to  be  reclaimed.  His  preaching  was  well 

received  by  the  people  of  Everett.  His  plan  of 

preaching  was  simple,  common-sense  reasoning. 
Our  large  house  was  nightly  filled  to  hear  him. 
We  were  sorry  to  have  him  leave  us  so  soon,  as 

lite  people  were  becoming  very  much  interested. 
We  held  our  love  feast  on  the  ev 
Brethren  Vaniman,  Spanogle,  G 

and  other  ministers  were  present, officiated. 

This  was  our  first  love  feast  in  0 

Ninety-six  members  surrounded  th 
held  a  special  Thanksgiving  service 
George  Brumbaugh,  of  Grafton, 

Our  official  force  being  sma 
hold  an  election  for  two  dea< 

on  brethren  James  Hershberger  and  Alonzo  Sim- 
mons, who  were  duly  installed  into  office.  The 

writer  was  also  advanced  to  the  second  degree  of 
the  ministry. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Huntington,  came  to  us  twice, 

and  gave  us  some  good  preaching.  He  promises 
to  be  with  us  frequently.  A.  T.  Simmons. 

Dec.  14.   

From  the  Northeastern  Kansas  Mission. 

I  am  writing  at  the  home  of  Bro.  A.  W.  Reese,  I 

in  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  an  old,  well-known  con- 

tributor to  our  periodicals.  I  closed  a  six  days' 
work  in  the  Atchison  mission  yesterday,  with 

much  encouragement.  I  came  to  the  State  prison, 
and  with  brother  and  sister  G.  H.  Lutz  and  Miss 

Reese  attended  chapel  services.  I  there  addressed 

an  audience  of  about  one  thousand,  Bro.  Lutz  fol- 

lowing with  a  very  appropriate  address  to  the 
prisoners.  After  services  and  dinner  we  were 
escorted  out  to  the  beautiful  lake,  where  we  bap- 

tized two  more  convict  brethren,  in  the  presence 

of  the  chief  warden,  the  turnkey,  the  chief  chap- 
lain, deputy  warden  and  other  officers,  and  citizen 

spectators  to  the  number  of  about  thirty  or  forty 

persons.  Just  before  leaving  the  enclosures  of 
the  prison,  we  were  again  rejoiced  to  learn  of  two 
more  who  will  be  ready  to  be  baptized  when  we 
come  again.  Any  who  may  be  prejudiced  as  to  the 

propriety  of  our  prison  mission  should  once  go  and 
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tho Chapel witness  the  tears  and  attention  durinj 

services.  Sister  Lutz  says  there  was  not  the  sound 

of  a  moving  foot  nor  the  hack  of  a  cough  heard 
during  our  speech.  Hardly  a  face  moved  among 
the  one  thousand  auditors.  As  to  the  courtesy  of 

all  the  officers  and  the  encouragement  to  come 

again  we  have  no  way  to  say  how  much  we  ap- 
preciate it.  It  must  be  seen  to  be  felt.  The 

Gospel  Messenger  is  the  avenue  by  which  the 

Gospel  light  penetrated  these  massive  walls  and 
now  its  radiant  influence  shines  out  as  if  from 

every  crevice.  Wives  and  children,  out  in  the 
open  wilds  of  sin,  are  requested  to  subscribe  and 
learn  how  to  read  and  love  the  Bible.  Who  could 

send  Bro.  J.  H.  Downing,  Lansing,  Kans.,  Box  2, 

Bro.  Miller's  "Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defend- 
ed "  ?  C.  C.  Root. 
Ozawkie.  Kans..  Dec.  23. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  Cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  Irom  n  far  country." 

Onberg,  Pa.— Nov.  24  Bro.  J.  H.  Beer,  of  Rock- 
ton,  Clearfield  Co.,  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 

ings at  the  Crooked  Creek  church.  He  also 

preached  two  funerals  and  one  Thanksgiving  ser- 
mon. One  sister  was  baptized.  The  members 

were  much  built  up. — 5.  A.  Secrist,  Dec.  16. 

Nevada,  Mo— Bro.  W.  H.  Miller,  of  Jerico,  Mo., 
was  with  us  at  our  regular  meeting  on  the  third 
Sunday  of  this  month,  at  which  time  one  more 
was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  This 
makes  four  received  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed 

during  the  present  season. — D.  D.  Wine,  Dec.  18. 

Nora,  111.— Nov.  26,  Bro.  Witmore  commenced 
preaching  at  Pleasant  Hill,  twenty  miles  north  of 

Waddam's  Grove.  Four  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism,— the  head  of  the  family  and  three  of 
the  children.  In  all,  the  brother  preached  twenty 
good  and  logical  sermons,  closing  on  the  evening 

of  Dec.  15  with  a  full  house. — Wm.  K.  Moore,  Dec. 
23. 

Lower  Conewago  Church,  Pa.— We  are  now  en- 

joying a  series  of  meetings,  held  by  Bro.  Henry 
Beelman,  of  Dillsburg,  Pa.  He  commenced  Dec. 
7,  at  Strinestown  and  continued  there  one  week. 

From  there  he  went  to  the  Aughenbaugh's  church, 
where  he  is  now  holding  forth  the  Word  of  Life 
with  earnestness  and  fervency  to  an  attentive  au- 

dience.— J.  B.  KmMe,  Dec.  19. 

On  the  Way.— I  held  a  series  of 
Baugo  church,  commencing  Dec.  8 
were  growing  in  interest  until  thi 
nights  compelled  us  to  close.  Dec.  21  I  met  with 
the  Brethren  of  the  Turkey  Creek  church  in  their 
council-meeting.  This  was  a  pleasant  meeting. 
They  held  a  choice  for  four  deacons.  The  lot  fell 
on  John  Geyer,  Henry  Wysong,  Lafayette  Snider, 
and  John  Brown.  Bro.  J.  C.  Murray  (their  elder)  is 
improving  in  health.  This  church  seems  to  be  in  a 
good  working  order.— y.  H.  Miller. 

Saginaw  Church,  Mich.— Oct.  26  we  held  our 
Communion.  We  had  a  good  meeting.  Bro. 
George  Stone,  of  Carson  City,  was  to  continue  the 
meetings,  but  on  account  of  sickness  near  by,  they 
were  not  continued.  Bro.  Stone  came  to  us  again 
Nov.  23  and  continued  until  Dec.  9  with  good  in- 

terest. At  our  Thanksgiving  services  we  held  a 
collection  for  the  Asia  Minor  mission,  amounting 
to  $4.58.  The  Sabbath  question  having  been  agi- 

tated in  the  neighborhood,  Bro.  Stone  gave  us  two 
sermons  on  that  subject  to  a  well-filled  house.— Le- 

vi Baker,  Olney,  Mich.,  Dec.  15. 

Ollie,  Iowa.— Bro.  Henry  Frantz,  of  Forgy,  Ohio, 
came  to  us  Dec.  4,  to  commence  a  series  of  meet- 

ings. He  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  16th. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended,  with  good  inter- 

est. The  church  has  been  strengthened  and  much 
encouraged  to  go  on  in  the  good  work.  On  Satur- 

day, Dec.  14,  was  held  our  quarterly  council.  We 
reorganized  our  Sunday  school  with  Bro.  F.  H. 
Heilman  as  Superintendent,  and  sister  Addie  Bales 
Assistant.  We  also  decided  to  commence  our  Bi- 

ble reading,  to  continue  every  Thursday  evening during  the  winter.— Mary  Heilman. 

leetings  in  the 
Our  meetings 
rain  and  dark 

Flora,  Ind.— We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  a  Bible 
term  which  is  being  taught  by  brethren  Rairigh  and 
Gibson.  The  attendance  is  not  large,  owing  to 
the  bad  weather.  Great  interest  is  manifested 

by  those  who  are  attending. — D.  F.  Landis. 

Verdigris  Church,  Kans.— At  our  last  council 
everything  was  settled  satisfactorily.  We  had 
three  dear  old  brethren  to  assist  us.  Bro.  A.  M. 

Dickey,  from  McPherson,  Kans.,  stayed  over  Sun- 
day and  gave  three  good  lessons. —  Henry  Showaller, 

Madison,  Kans. 

Nicklow,  W.  Va. — Our  series  of  meetings,  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  Z.  Annon,  closed  Dec.  9.  Although 

there  was  no  large  ingathering,  it  was  a  feast  to 

the  soul.  It  was  one  among  the  most  earnest  ef- 
forts and  warnings  to  sinners,  to  flee  to  the  arms  of 

Jesus,  we  ever  had.  Two  precious  souls  came  out, 
—a  brother  and  sister  who  will  be  baptized  in  the 
future.  One  made  application  to  be  reclaimed 
who  was  referred  to  the  congregation  in  which  she 

lives— 5.  M.  Annon,  Dec.  14. 

Chapman  Creek,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  E.  Young,  of 
Beatrice,  Nebr.,  came  to  us  Nov.  29,  and  continued 

until  Dec.  19,  preaching  twenty-three  able  dis- 
courses. Two  confessed  Christ  and  others  were 

almost  persuaded  to  be  Christians.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended,  and  the  interest  and  attendance 

seemed  to  increase  as  the  meetings  progressed. 
We  think  the  church  has  also  been  revived.  Bro. 

Young  held  afternoon  meetings  on  four  afternoons 

during  the  week,  in  the  community,  which  were 

well  attended.— J.  S.  Baumliaugh,  Moonlight,  Kans., 
Dec.  22. 

Shoal  Creek,  Mo.— Bro.  W.  M.  Harvey,  of  Jas- 
per City,  Mo.,  came  to  us  Dec.  I,  and  began  meet- 

ings the  same  evening,  remaining  till  the  Sth. 
Most  of  the  time  we  had  good  congregations  and 
good  attention.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  7,  was  our 
council.  Five  members  were  received  by  letter, — 

one  a  minister.  He  is  a  good  help  to  us.  Our 
aged  Bro.  Shoe  is  very  feeble.  He  was  anointed 
by  brethren  Harvey  and  Robinson.  Bro.  Shoe  is 

upwards  of  ninety  years  old  and  expresses  a  will- 
ingness to  be  absent  from  the  body  and  present 

with  the  Lord. — Lee  Harader,  Pioneer,  Mo.,  Dec.  10. 

Mansfield,  Ohio.— Bro.  A.  I.  Heestand,  of  Smith- 
ville,  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Richland 
church  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  23,  and  continued 

until  Dec.  13.  Three  were  baptized.  Saturday, 
Nov.  30,  we  held  our  council.  All  business  was 

disposed  of  satisfactorily.  Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  Eld. 
George  Worst,  of  Ashland,  assisted  by  Bro.  Hees- 

tand, was  called  to  anoint  our  elder,  Bro.  James 
McMullen,  who  has  been  dangerously  sick  for 
some  time.  At  this  writing  he  is  no  better.  On 
Sunday  and  Sunday  evening  Bro.  Dessenberg,  of 
Ashland,  preached  two  very  acceptable  sermons 
for  us.— Anna  Brindle. 

Highland,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  Lexington 
church  met  for  public  worship  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  Nov.  28.  Bro.  J.  E.  Ockerman  preached  a 
very  appropriate  sermon  for  the  occasion,  after 
which  a  collection  was  taken  up,  to  be  used  as  the 
church  directs,  to  the  amount  of  S5. 10.  The  church 
assembled  in  quarterly  council  Dec.  21.  Bro.  Isaac 
Frantz  will  be  with  us  to  begin  a  series  of  meetings 
the  fore  part  of  January.  We  anticipate  a  good meeting.  Our  Sunday  school  still  continues  with 
unabated  interest,  with  the  writer  as  Superinten- 

dent and  Bro.  L.  W.  West,  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent.— y.  G.  McClnre,  Dec.  21. 

Salem  Church,  Kans.— Since  my  last  report  we 
have  had  some  good  meetings.  Bro.  Jacob  Trostle 
paid  us  a  visit  Nov.  3,  and  preached  for  us  some  ac- 

ceptable sermons.  Bro.  J.  P.  Harshbarger  preached 
on  Thanksgiving  Day  and  evening.  Our  church 
gave  liberally  at  this  meeting  for  different  good 
works.  Bro.  W.  R.  Miller,  of  Chicago,  preached 
four  soul-cheering  sermons  for  us.  These  visits 
were  short  but  highly  appreciated  by  us.  Dec  14 
we  met  in  council.  Bro.  E.  Eby  was  retained  as 
our  elder.  If  the  Lord  is  willing  we  expect  to 
commence  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  1.  Bro.  J.  S. 
Mohler  is  expected  to  do  the  preaching.— L.  E. Fallmey,  Sterling,  Kans.,  Dec.  ly. 

Grenola,  Kans.— Eld.  Sidney  Hodgden  arrived  at 
this  place  Dec.  7,  and  began  a  series  of  meetings. 
The  saints  were  edified  by  eleven  good  sermons. 
Eld.  Hodgden  and  wife  took  their  departure  Dec. 

16  to  other  fields  of  labor—  Katie  Sell,  Dec.  18. 

Dunlap,  Kans.— The  Cottonwood  church  met  in- 
council  Dec.  14.  We  received  one  letter;  also- 
granted  one  letter.  Bro.  Jas.  A.  Stouder  was  with 

us,  and  gave  us  some  good  counsel.  A  soliciting 
committee  of  five  brethren  was  appointed  to  do> 

what  soliciting  and  raising  of  funds  they  could; 
towards  building  a  meetinghouse.  May  the  good 

Lord  bless  and  help  us  in  our  undertaking! — yohn. 

G.  Sargent,  Dec.  20. 

Clover  Creek,  Pa.— Bro.  D.  D.  Wine,  of  Ohio,, 
began  a  series  of  meetings  Nov.  16,  in  the  Clover 

Creek  meeting  house,  preaching  twenty  soul-cheer- 
ing sermons.  One  dear  soul  came  out  on  the 

Lord's  side  and  was  received  by  baptism.  Dec.  3 
he  began  preaching  in  the  Martinsburg  meeting- 

house, same  congregation,  preaching  fifteen  ser- 
mons. One  dear  sister  was  reclaimed  and  the 

church  was  greatly  built  up.— 7.  G.  Mock. 

Bolinger,  La.— Once  more  we  have  been  favored 
with  a  series  of  meetings.  Nov.  29  Bro.  D.  L. 

Forney  came  to  our  place,  and  held  meetings  until 

Dec.  9.  These  meetings  were  very  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  the  few  members,  as  well  as  quite  a  num- 

ber of  others  who  were  regular  in  attendance. 
Bro.  Forney  found  several  more  members  here 

than  last  spring.  We  have  a  Sunday  school  now. 
We  thought  some  of  trying  to  organize  a  church, 
but  it  was  finally  decided  to  wait  until  later.  We 

have  no  minister  here  yet.  Any  minister  passing 

this  way  any  time  is  requested  to  stop  over  and. 

preach  for  us.— M.  S.  Bolinger,  Dec.  18. 

Carlisle,  Ark.— We  are  just  at  the  close  of  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  town  of  Carlisle.  Bro.  D. 

L.  Forney,  of  Palestine,  has  been  doing  the  preach- 
ing. We  believe  the  members  have  been  built  up 

and  made  stronger  in  the  faith.  At  our  former 

meetings,  which  were  held  in  the  country  the  last 

of  October,  five  were  baptized,  and  all  are  seeming- 
ly enjoying  themselves  in  the  service  of  God.  Bro. 

and  sister  Gish  are  also  with  us.  We  expect  to 

have  meeting  to-morrow  (Christmas.)  We  have 
many  calls  for  preaching  which  cannot  be  filled. 

Who  will  come  and  locate  among  the  scattered 

members  and  build  up  the  cause  of  the  Master? — 
Chas.  E.  Dclp,  Dec.  24. 

Granger,  Ind.— Eleven  members  partook  of  a 
love  feast  near  this  place  on  Christmas  evening. 

It  came  about  in  this  way.  A  young  woman  was 

far  away  from  home,  and  very  sick  both  in  body 
and  soul.  Word  was  sent  by  telegram  for  father, 
mother  and  an  elder.  The  parents  came  at  a  late 

hour  in  the  evening,  and  with  them  came  Bro. 
Alex.  Miller,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.  At  early  dawn, 
the  next  morning,  the  sick  girl  was  carried  into  the 
water  and  baptized.  She  was  very  much  concerned 
about  herself  now.  Death  seemed  very  near.  In 

the  evening  of  the  same  day  she  was'  anointed  and 
partook  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  Communion. 
At  this  date  she  is  gaining  health  and  strength. — 
Cannon  Smith,  South  Bend,  Lnd.,  Dec.  28. 

Danville  Church,  Ohio.— Our  quarterly  council 
was  well  attended  and  all  business  passed  off  pleas- 

antly. Two  more  have  been  added  to  the  church 

since  our  protracted  meeting  closed, — an  aged  fa- 
ther and  mother  in  Israel,  one  being  seventy-seven 

and  the  other  seventy-three  years  of  age.  They 
sent  for  father  to  converse  with  them  on  the  sub- 

ject of  religion  and,  being  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  agreed  to 
unite  with  the  church  at  some  time  in  the  future. 
The  water  at  this  time  being  very  cold  and  icy,  they 
deemed  it  prudent  to  wait  a  while,  but,  on  medi- 

tating, they  called  for  father  again  the  following 
day  and  they  decided  to  have  the  rite  of  baptism 
administered.  They  formerly  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  church,  having  belonged  to  that 
body  for  over  fifty  years.  The  pastor  of  that 
church  called  on  them  the  day  following  their 
immersion,  and  criticised  them  severely.— Flora 
Workman,  Rolla,  Ohio,  Dec.  24. 
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Glendale,  Arizona.— Saturday,  Dec.  21  was  I 
Brethren's  quarterly  council-meeting  here  Five were  received  by  letter.  This  congregation  now numbers  thirty  or  more,  with  three  ministers  and 
two  deacons.  We  expect  to  hold  a  love  feast 
about  the  latter  part  of  February  .—John  E.  Mohler. 

Milledgeville,  Ill.-Our  series  of  meetings,  at the  Milledgeville  church,  closed  Sunday  night,  the 
15th.  The  interest  and  attendance  were  good  all 
through  the  meeting,  and  still  increasing  at  the 
■close,  but  my  health  not  being  good  and  the  roads getting  muddy,  the  church  thought  best  to  close 
for  the  present.  The  church  seemed  much  re- 

vived and  we  think  some  impressions,  at  least,  have been  made  on  the  outsiders, 

water  but  God  must  give  th> 
Fike. 

Ne  may  plant  and 
ncrease.— Tobias  S. 

ng   every 
1  of  two, 

Salem  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  Crosswhite  closed  a 
very  interesting   series   of  sermons   at  our  central 
house  last  night.     He  had  been  preacl 
night  for  three  weeks,  with  the  excepti 
which  appointments  were  filled  by  the  h 
ters.     We  also  had    a    number    of  day    meetings. 
Twelve  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and 
one    reclaimed.     Bro.    Crosswhite   goes   from  here 
home,  to  attend  some  meetings  that  are  being  held 
in  his  home  church.     May  the  good  Lord  go  with 
him  and    bless    his    labors    everywhere!— Jesse  K. 
Brumbaugh,  Union,  Ohio,  Dec.  23, 

Harlan,  Iowa.— Bro.  S.  J.  Miller,  of  McPherson, 
Kans.,  has  been  stopping  with  our  little  band  of 
members  since  October.  At  one  of  our  council- 

meetings  he  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  a  dear 
sister.  He  has  delivered  a  number  of  excellent 

sermons.  He  and  the  writer  held  a  two  weeks'  se- 
ries of  meetings.  To-day  our  brother  takes  his 

leave.  We  shall  feel  our  loss  very  much.  We  have 

decided  to  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school,  and 
contemplate  organizing  a  prayer  and  social  meet- 

.  ing  or  Bible  reading  in  the  near  future.  We  now 
have  regular  preaching  every  two  weeks.  We  have 
a  large  field  here  and  only  one  resident  minister. 

Any  minister  thinking  of  changing  his  location 
could  do  well  to  come  to  this  field.  Any  desired 

information  will  be  furnished  by  addressing  the 

writer. — Nathan  C.  Hiatt,  Dec,  23. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans. — Nov.  29  wife  and  I 
went  to  Olcott,  Reno  Co.,  Kans.,  to  visit  our  old- 

est son.  We  had  a  meeting  Dec.  I  and  next  day 

went  to  our  second  son's,  where  I  held  one  meet- 
ing in  a  schoolhouse  near  by.  Dec.  7  I  met  the 

Kingman  County  church  in  quarterly  council.  We 

had  a  pleasant  meeting.  Arrangements  were  com- 
pleted for  your  correspondent  to  take  the  over- 

sight as  elder.  The  same  night  I  preached  at 

Kline's  schoolhouse,  near  New  Murdock,  same 
County.  We  had  a  meeting  at  the  same  place 

Sunday  forenoon  and  at  night;  also  Monday  night. 
Tuesday  we  were  taken  to  Cleveland,  same  church, 
where  I  commenced  services  in  the  evening,  and 

continued  each  evening  till  over  Sunday.  We 
closed  Sunday  evening  with  a  crowded  house.  I 

am  pleased  with  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  its  en- 
larged form.  It  ought  to  be  in  every  family. — John 

Wise,  Dec.  20. 

Ludlow  Church,  Ohio.  —  The  members  of  the 
Ludlow  district  held  a  special  council  Dec.  14,  in 

which  Bro.  Joseph  Landis  was  elected  to  the  min- 

istry. Many  years  ago  Bro.  Landis'  father,  with 
a  little  band  of  followers,  severed  his  connection 
from  the  Brotherhood.  Later  Bro.  Joseph  became 
a  minister  and  leader  of  the  little  band,  which 

place  he  filled  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  and 
wife  were  received  by  baptism  into  the  Brethren 

church.  Among  quite  a  number  of  ministers 

from  other  districts  was  Bro.  John  Smith,  of  Wood- 
land, Mich.,  who,  on  Saturday  evening  and  Sunday 

following,  came  to  the  Painter  Creek  house  and  de- 
livered two  of  his  practical  sermons.  Three  have 

united  with  the  church  in  this  district  since  our 

last  report,  and  on  Thanksgiving  there  was  one 
sister  baptized  from  the  Salem  church.  Bro.  Wm. 

Bowser  will  begin  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Paint- 
er Creek  house  Dec.  2i.—LeviMinnich,  Dec.  19. 

>3 

Ligonier,  Pa.— I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
at  Bolivar,  Oct.  24,  and  continued  over  two  Sun- 

days. The  interest  was  good  and  the  house  crowd- 
ed with  attentive  listeners—  Theo.  Hcipel. 
Greene  Church,  Iowa.  -Bro.  William  Eisenbise 

commenced  meetings  here  Dec.  9,  and  closed  last 
night.  The  members  were  much  built  up.  Four 
young  men  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were 
baptized  yesterday.— Louie  Aurand,  Dec.  2j. 

Mt.  Jackson,  Va.-Our  dear  brother,  S.  F.  Sang- 
er, of  Bridgewater,  came  to  our  place,  Cedar  Grove, 

and  began  a  series  of  meetings.  He  labored  earn- 
estly for  us  for  two  weeks.  His  work  was  much  ap- 

preciated. Three  were  received  by  baptism,  and 
one  reclaimed  that  had  wandered  from  the  fold.— B.  W.  Neff. 

A  Happy  Correction.— Five  instead  of  four  were 
baptized  at  our  meeting  in  Wolf  Creek.  A  precious 
young  daughter  of  one  of  the  Brethren  came  at  the 
last  meeting,  which  was  rather  a  private  meeting, 
held  in  the  evening,  to  baptize  a  young  teacher. 
Not  being  present,  I  did  not  make  the  correct  re- 

port. May  many  more  follow  her  example!— Jno. Cahnn  Bright. 

South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa.— Our  Bible  Term 
closed  on  Dec.  7.  It  was  conducted  by  Bro.  S.  Z. 
Sharp,  of  McPherson,  Kans.  It  was  well  attended 

and  a  good  interest  was  shown.  Bro.  Sharp  also 

preached  a  soul-inspiring  Thanksgiving  sermon, 
after  which  a  collection  was  taken  for  charitable 

and  missionary  purposes,  amounting  to  S40.00. — J. 
H.  Fike,  Calvin,  Iowa. 

Aughwick,  Pa.— Bro.  Walter  S.  Long,  one  of 
our  home  ministers,  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 

ings on  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  24,  and  continued 

until  Dec.  [5.  He  preached  in  all,  twenty-two  ser- 

mons. Bro.  Long's  plain  and  sound  preaching 
awakened  a  deep  interest  in  this  community. 
There  were  thirteen  baptized  on  Sunday,  the  day 

the  meeting  closed.— R.  M.  Wakefield. 

Upper  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.— Dec.  2  Eld. 
Samuel  Utz,  of  Maryland,  came  to  Huntsdale,  and 

labored  faithfully  until  the  12th.  Two  were  bap- 
tized. We  only  have  to  regret  that  his  stay  was  so 

short.  Dec.  28  our  home  ministers  expect  to  com- 
mence a  series  of  meetings  at  Green  Spring,  and  on 

Jan.  II  Bro.  H.  C.  Early,  of  Virginia,  is  expected  to 

commence  a  series  of  meetings  in  Jacksonville. — 

J.  E.  Hollinger,  Dec.  21. 

Danville,  Ohio. — Bro.  Leckrone,  of  Perry  county, 

Ohio,  began  meetings  Nov.  28,  in  the  Valley  meet- 
ing-house, and  continued  until  Dec.  6.  Although 

the  roads  and  weather  were  unfavorable,  the  inter- 

est-and  attendance  were  good,  and  so  continued  un- 
til the  close.  This  meetinghouse  was  built  a  few 

years  ago  by  sister  Nancy  Workman,  who  is  now  in 

very  feeble  health,  but  her  affliction  does  not  les- 

sen her  anxiety  for  the  good  of  the  Master's  cause. 
— C.  J.  Workman. 

Eel  River  Church,  Ind. — Bro.  Dorsey  Hodgden 
came  to  us  Nov.  30,  and  preached  for  us  until  Dec. 

15,  when  he  received  word  to  come  home,  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  in  the  family.  Bro.  L.  T.  Hol- 

singer,  of  the  North  Manchester  church,  then  took 
up  the  work  and  continued  the  meetings  night  and 

day  until  Dec.  17.  Twenty-three  were  received  by 

baptism,  and  one  reclaimed.  Never,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  old  Eel  River  church,  has  there 

been  such  a  large  ingathering,  in  so  short  a  period, 

for  which  we  feel  to  give  God  the  praise. — C.  C. 
Arnold. 

Dayton,  Va. — The  members  of  the  Cook's  Creek 
congregation  are  in  fair  working  order,  with  a 
membership  of  live  workers.  Our  home  mission 
field  has  been  pretty  well  worked  recently,  by  Bro. 

Samuel  Driver,  and  others,  resulting  in  twenty- 
three  additions.  The  Sunday  schools  at  Bridge- 

water  and  Garber's  church,  were  well  attended  dur- 

ing the  summer,  and  the  Bible  class  at  Bridge- 
water  is  continued  during  the  winter.  The  contri- 

butions from  the  Bridgewater  Sunday  school  for 

missionary  purposes  footed  up  831.52,  and  that  of 

Garber's  church  Sunday  school,  S8.0O.— .7.  M.  Ka- 

gey,  Dec.  16. 

Swales,  Pa.-Bro.  H.  C.  Early  has  just  closed 
an  interesting  series  of  meetings  in  the  Lost  Creek 
congregation,  after  delivering  eighteen  telling  ser- 

mons to  large,  increasing  and  attentive  congrega- 
tions. As  an  immediate  result,  eight  precious 

souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side,  while  the  saints 
were  much  revived.— John  Hart,  Sec. 

Grand  Junction,  Colo.— We  are  located  near 
Grand  Junction,  and  expect  to  make  this  our  future 
field  of  labor.  Any  one  knowing  of  any  of  our 
members,  or  their  children,  living  anywhere  in 
Grand  Valley,  Colo.,  would  favor  me  by  sending  me 
their  names,  so  that  I  might  call  on  them.  I  am 
now  distributing  tracts  and  also  trying  to  sell  a  few 
of  Bro.  Miller's  books.  I  have  arranged  to  hold 
meetings  at  a  schoolhouse  in  the  country  every  two 
weeks.— D.  M.  Click,  Dec.  21. 

Yellow  River  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  W.  B.  Neff,  of 
Milford,  came  to  us  Nov.  23  and  commenced  a 
series  of  meetings  that  evening,  preaching  in  all 
twenty-seven  soul-cheering  sermons,  including  one 
funeral.  Five  dear  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side,  while  still  more  are  impressed  with  the 
thought  that  they  are  not  doing  their  duty.  The 

meetings  were  well  attended  and  with  a  good  in- 
terest. The  Brethren  held  their  quarterly  council 

Dec.  13.  The  business  that  came  before  the  church 

was  adjusted  in  a  brotherly  manner.—  Alice  Voder, 
Bourbon,  Ind.,  Dec.  iy. 

Rockingham,  Mo.— Bro.  F.  W.  Dove,  of.Cabool, 

Mo.,  recently  held  a  week's  meetings  at  Millville. 
From  there   he  came   to   the    Rockingham  church 

vhere  he  preached 

ime,  as  he  preachi 
nons   each    week. 
nents  Bro.  Dove  1 
ntcrest  at  this  place,  with  one 

;ism.     The   meetings   arc    beinj 
:ver,  by  the  home  ministry,  and 

nc  week.     Bro.  Dove  loses  no 

from  twelve  to  fourteen  ser- 

Owing    to     previous    arrange- 
is   compelled  to  leave  a  good 

applicant   for  bap- 
continued,    how- 
hope  for  good 

results.     Nine  have  been   baptized  since  Nov.   10- 
J,  II.  Shirkey,  Dec.  i7. 

Crescent  City,  Okla.  —  Bro.  Joseph  Glick,  of 
Hoyle  Creek,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Dec. 
I,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Mt.  Hope  church,  near  the 
place  where  wife,  self  and  three  other  members  are 

living.  We  are  six  miles  west  of  the  meeting- 
house. Two  were  baptized.  There  are  two  ap- 
plicants and  two  want  to  return  to  the  fold.  There 

is  an  excellent  prospect  for  many  sheaves  to  be 
gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ.  At  this  point 
our  home  ministers,— brethren  G.  W.  Landis  and 

J.  O.  Brubaker,— have  been  preaching  for  two 
years.  We  have  been  having  a  Sunday  school. — A. 

y,  Peebles  Dec.  18. 

Union  Church,  Ind. — Our  series  of  meetings  be- 
gan Saturday  evening,  Dec.  7.  Bro.  J.  V.  Felt- 

house,  of  Elkhart,  was  with  us  only  fourteen  days, 

and  gave  us  twenty-two  practical  and  soul-cheering 
sermons,  which  resulted  in  eighteen  accessions  to 

the  church, — sixteen  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed. 
The  majority  of  this  number  are  our  Sunday  school 
scholars,  which  proves  to  us  that  the  Sunday  school 

work  is  like  bread  cast  upon  the  waters.  Christ- 

mas day  our  ministering  brethren, — Henricks  and 

Appelman, — were  called  to  anoint  a  dear  sister 
who  has  been  afflicted  for  more  than  a  year.  A 

large  congregation  met  at  the  church  on  Christmas 

night  for  public  worship. — Laura  Appelman,  Ply- 

mouth, Ind.,  Dec.  26. 
Pine  Creek  Church,  111.— The  church  met  in 

quarterly  council  Dec.  18.  The  members  seemed 
to  be  in  remarkably  good  spirits  and  showed  a  com- 

mendable zeal  for  the  cause.  One  made  a  great 
sacrifice  to  retain  her  membership.  If  more  would 
do  the  same,  there  would  be  fewer  dismissed  from 

membership.  Two  have  been  baptized  since  our  r_ 
last  report  and  two  reclaimed.  Provisions  were 
made  for  sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor  and 

others.  On  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  22,  a  few  mem- 
bers met  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Geo.  Hedrick,  who 

was  baptized  some  weeks  ago.  He  is  a  great  suffer- 
er from  dropsy.  He  realizes  that  his  time  is  short 

for  this  world  and  says  he  is  ready  to  go  now, 

though  he  would  like  to  live  longer  if  he  could  do 

more  good. — John  Hechman. 
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"GARNER-ZUCK.-At  the  residence  
of 

Bro.  W.  1).  Tisdale,  Cedar  Rapid
s.  Iowa' 

Dec  10  lSi)S,  by  the  undersigned
,  Mr.  lred 

A  Garner  and  sister  Anna  Zuc
k,  both  of 

Cedar  County,  Iowa.  M.  M. 
 SHERHICK. 

HULL-BADGER.-At  my  resi
dence  in 

Colfax  Township,  Dallas  Co.,  Iowa
,  Dec.  18, 

,895,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  J
oseph  H.  Hull 

and  sister  Susan  E.   BadBer,  both 
 of  Dallas 

C.  S.  McNutt. 

ULR1CH.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Bu 

Creek  church,  Henry  Co.,  Ind.,  Dec.  14,  18
1 

sister  Catharine  Ulrich,  wife  of  friend 
 David 

KEPNER.— At  h 
Cal.,  Dec.  1,  1895,  of  pm 

Kepner,  aged  74  years,  7  mont
hs  ana  10 

days.  Deceased  came  with  her  h
usband.  Bro. 

B.  H.  Kepner,  to  Northern  Il
linois  at  an 

early  day  and  settled  in  the  Wad
dams  Grove 

church.  During  the  greater  part  o
f  her  life 

she  was  an  earnest,  faithful  memb
er  of  the 

Brethren  church,  always  willing  and
  ready 

to  help  in  every  good  work 

end  her  trust  in  the  Lord  1 all    things 

Even    to    the faltering 

to  do  his  wi: 

earnest  desin 
to  those  who  c 

Her  life nspir ■ith  he 

WISE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Ryi 

alion  congregation,  Pa.,  Nov.  8,  1895,  Sara
h 

'ise  wife  of  Eld.  Adam  Wise,  aged  74  years, 

months  and  2  days.  She  was  a  steadfas
t 

ember    of   the    Brethren    church    fo: fifty  ye 

the  writ rfrorr 

ncrul    scrvici 

I  Cor.  15:26. 

nducted    by 

Mary    (McDo 

Ulrich,  aged  50  years,  9  1 nths  and  II  days 

Ind.     Funeral 

by    Abraham 

nths 

Deceased    1 

one  daughter.    She  was  born 

County,  Mil.     Fourteen  years 

grated    to     Wayne     County, 
services  from   Rev.    14: 12,   13 

Bowman,    assisted    by    the    writer.    She  was 

buried  in  the  Ulrich  graveyard  near  Hager
s- 

town,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.  I.  B.  WlKE. 

GLICK  —  In  the  Bethel  church,  Mo.,  Nov. 

26,  1895,  Bro.  Samuel  Click,  aged  60  years 

10  months  and  24  days.  Bro.  Glick  was  borr 

in  Shenandoah  Co.,  Va.  He  came  to  Holl 

County,  Mo.,  in  1857.  He  was  married  tc 

Mertina  E.  1'ierson  Dec.  25,  1861.  To  them  ]oe  and  A„ 

were  born  six  children.  His  wife  and  four 

children  are  still  bring.  Three  of  his  chil 

dreu  are  in  the  church.  He  was  anointed  a 

few  weeks  before  his  death.  Funeral  services 

by  Bro.  Peter  Whitmer. 

SHEETS.— In  the  Bethel  church,  Mo.,  Dec. 

II,  1S9S,  Bro.  Josiah  W.  Sheets,  aged  52  years, 
6  mouths  and  1  day.  Bro.  Sheets 

in  Augusta  County,  Va.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 

eight  children  to  mourn  his  departure.  Four 

of  his  children  are  in  the  church.  Bro.  Sheets 

and  Bro.  Click  were  buried  just  two  weeks 

apart.  Both  were  deacons  in  the  church  and 
will  be  sadly  missed.  SARAH  Haines. 

HORN.— At  her  home,  near  Kirby,  Ohio, 

Dec.  IS,  1895,  Elizabeth  Horn,  wife  of  Adam 

Horn,  aged  56  years,  8  months  and  11  days. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  four  children. 

Funeral  services  by  J.  F.  Slough  (of  the 
Church  of  God),  from  Job  14:  14. 

Viola  Rau. 

H.  A.  Sta 

SCHROCK.— Ne 
3.    1  So;,   after  an 

No 
r  Rockwc 
Iness  of  only  five  days, 

Bro.  William  J.  Schrock, 
ninths  and   8   days.     He 

rom  typhoid  fe 
igcd  23   years, 

eaves  a  young,  sorrow-stricken  wne  la 

n  the  church)  and  three  young  children 

leral  services  conducted  by  the  writer, 

Union  churchhouse,  where  his  remains 

buried.  Funeral  subject,  "The  Chri 

Only  Hope,"  fr 

Fu- 

N.  B.  Chrii 

-At  Union  Mills,  Io 

days.     Sen 

,De 

of  friend 

aged  7  years, 
ces  at  the  house 
S.  P.  Miller. 

Id)  Pharmer,  aged 

14  days.  She  was  Dorn  in 

Preble  County,  Ohio,  June  8,  1806.  At  about 

the  age  of  twenty-tw©  years  she  was  united 

in  -marriage  to  Benjamin  Burns.  They  lived 

near  Hamilton,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years. 

From  there  they  moved  to  Union  County, 

Ind.,  and  settled  near  her  late  home,  where 

they  lived  until  the  death  of  her  husband, 

which  occurred  long  ago.  To  them  were  born 

two  children.  Her  second  husband,  James 

Pharmer,  has  been  dead  a  number  of  years. 

She  was  a  faithful. member  of  the  church  
un- 

til death.  Funeral'  services  conducted  in  the 

Baptist  church  near  her  home  by  Eld.  Carey 

Toney.  Text,  Job  14: 14-  The  remains  
were 

laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  near  by. 

Clara  A.  Payton. 

CRAMER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Chippewa 

Valley  church,  Nov.  23,  1895,  friend  Jonathan
 

Cramer,  aged  6c  years,  10  months  and  
12 

days.  A  wife  and  six  children  are  left. 
 Fu- 

neral services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  H.  C. 

Baker.  E-  E-  J°YCE- 

ALBRIGHT— In  the  Clover  Creek  church, 

!ar  Roaring  Springs,  Pa.,  Nov.  18,  1895,  of 

dropsy,  sister  Catharine  Albright,  aged  79 

nd  22  days.  In  the 

d  that  she  did  not  lie  down  more  than 

eight  hours.  She  was  the  wife  of  one  of  ou 

oldest  deacons,— Sarnnel  B.  Albright,-in  tb
 

above-named  church.  Funeral  services  wen 

conducted  by  Eld.  Brice  Sell    and    Michael 

by  the  writer. 

ROOF.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Rock- 

ingham Co.,  Va.,  Nov.  26,  1895.  of  pneumonia, 

Bro.  Joseph  Roof,  aged  60  years,  II  months 

and  25  days.  Bro.  Roof  was  much  esteemed 

by  all.  He  was  sick  only  one  week.  Funeral 
services  by  brethren  J.  W.  Click  and  Jacob 
Thomas.  M.  B-  Miller 

BEER.— In  the  Maquoketa  church,  Io 

Dec.  I,  1895,  of  old  age,  at  the  residence 
her  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Flubbard,  in  M 
mouth,   Jackson  Co.,  Iowa,   Anna    Beer,  a) 

years.  J-  Shultz 

and  Ida  Miller. 

FINKEY.-In  the  South  B
end  church,  Dec. 

,4  ,895.  of  diphtheria,  Mar
y  Elizabeth  Finkey, 

little  daughter  of  friend  G
eorge  and  sister 

Lona  Finkey. 

FINKEY.— In  the  same  family,
  Dec.  19, 

189?.  of  diphtheria,  Pearly  Ethel
  Finkey. 

WM.  H.  FlNKENMNDER. 

BURGARD.-In  the  Camp  Cre
ek  church, 

McDonough  Co.,  111.,  July  24,  1895
,  katy 

Burgard,  daughter  of  Bro.  Dan
iel  Burgard 

n  her  19th  year.  Funeral  service
s  by  Conrad Fitz. 

BURGARD— In  the  same  church,  Nov.  12, 

1895.  sister  Dessa  Burgard,  sis
ter  of  the  fore- 

going, aged  26  years.  Illness,  in  both 
 cases, Funeral  services  by 

S.  S.  Hummer. 

nonary  consumptic 
ad  Fit 

GIBBS— At  her  home,  near  Goshen,  Oh
io, 

Sept.  10,  1895,  sister  Sarah  Gibbs  (»«  Spinn
el), 

aged  about  67  years.  Deceased  was
  born  in 

England  in  1828,  and  was  married  to 
 Joseph 

Gibbs  in  1846.  She  was  the  mother  
of  nine 

children,  all  married  but  two  who  pr
eceded 

her.  She  united  with  the  church  a  nu
mber 

61  years  ago.    She  was  deprived  of  he
r  he; 

for 

umber  of  years.    Sh( 
Bible  and 

its  I 

loved   her 
uths.    She 

Funeral 

ALBRIGHT.— At  the 

1895,  Elmer  Albright, Anna  Albright,  aged  4 

Funeral  services  by  Bro 

pla 

Nov.  30. 

son  of  Charley  and 
months  and  5  days. 

John  B.  Miller. 
J.  R.  Stayer. 

MILLER.— In  the  Fredonia  church,  Wil- 

son Co.,  Kans.,  Nov.  14,  1895,  Myra  Eunice, 

youngest  daughter  of  Bro.  Benton  F.  and 
sister  Belinda  Miller,  aged  3  years,  5  months 

and  12  days.  Funeral  services  Dec.  7,  1895, 

by  the  writer,  from  Luke  8:  52. 
S.  E.  Thompson. 

the 
CAYLOR 

ilton  Co..  Ind.,  Dec.  I 

Caylor,  aged  86  years 
was  the  wife  of  Eld.  t 

ceded  her  in  death  six 

84  years.    They  were  1 

Arcadia  church, 11,    1895. 

YOUNG.— Near  Deshler,  Ohio,  Sept.  — , 

1895,  Jacob  Irvin  Young,  aged  40  years,  3 
months  and  23  days.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
live  children.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  David 

Lytle.  from  2  Cor.  5: 1. 

BECKl'ORD.— In  Licking  County,  Ohio, 

Oct.  27,  189S,  James  Beckford,  aged  76  years, 
8  months  and  22  days.  Dec.  31,  1S44,  he  was 

married  to  Mary  Jane  Smith,  of  Licking 

County,  1  lino.  To  this  union  were  born  ten 

children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  Fu- 
neral services  by  Bro.  David  Lytle,  from  Isa. 

3:  ,0.  Viola  Rau. 

GILLIAM.— In  the  Salem  church,  Mont- 

gomery Co.,  Ohio,  Dec.  14.  1895,  sister  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Andrew  Gilliam,  and  daughter 

of  Jacob  Nisley,  aged  56  years,  II  months  and 

6  days.  Sister  Elizabeth  was  afflicted  for 
about  eleven  years.  The  last  five  years  she 

was  a  great  sufferer,  and  the  last  fou: 
her  agony  was  intense.  She  was  joined  in 

holy  matrimony  to  Bro.  Gilliam,  leb.  19,  i860, 
united  with  the  Brethren  (Dunker)  church 

in  the  year  1857,  and  lived  a  faithful  member 

up  to  her  death.  Funeral  services  at  our 

central  house,  from  the  words:  "  She  hath 

done  what  she  could,"  Mark  14:8,  by  Eld. 
Jesse  Kinsey  and  the  writer. 

Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 

CROYLE.— In  the  Johnstown  congregation, 
Dec.    12,    10,5,  sister  Lucy  Croyle,  wife  of  Bro. 

Aar.jn    Croyle,   aged   67   years.   4    months   and 
•    irldays.     Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro. 

G.  S.  Kairigh.  A.  J.  Stkayer. 

FRRNGER— In  the  Turkey  Creek  church, 
it  Co.,  Ind..  Dec.  16,  1895,  Bro.  John 

1  renger,  aned  40  years,  3  months  and  1 1 
days,  lie  leaves  a  wife  and  seven  children 

Funeral  services  from  Matt.  24:44  by  the 
writer  and  others.  Daniel  Wysonu. 

eight  survive.  S 
church  in  1S26  an 

Funeral  occasion 

by  Levi  Holsinger. 

SHIVELY.— At  hei 
I.,  Dec.  14,  '895.  ; 

daughter  of  Eld.  Jol: 
Bro.  Andrew  Shively, 

and  9  days.  She  leav 
and  three  childi 

of  the 

onths.  She 

lias  Caylor,  who  pre- 
vears,  at  the  age  of 

named  in  1825.  To 
:n  children,  of  whom 

joined  the  Brethren 
2d  faithful  until  death. 
jved  from  Job  14:  13 

Elias  Smeltzer. 

home  in  Cerro  Gordo, 

;ter    Barbara    Shively, 

Metzger,  and  wife  of 

iged  Go  years,  S  months 
Yes  a  faithful  companion 
all  of  whom  are  members 

was  a   faithful  and  de- 

)ted ir  of  the  church  for  about  forty- 
Seldom  was  her  seat  vacant  al 

leral  by  the  Brethren. 
WM.  Landis. 

/GIBBLE.— In  the  Upper  Cumberland 

gregation,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  7, 
Bro.    Henry   Gibble,  aged  81  years,  5  m 

and  g  days.     In    1851  he  was  elected  ti 
office   of  deacon,   in    which   office  he    served 

faithfully.     Funeral  discourse  by  Bro.  Samuel 

Utz,  assisted  by  the    Brethren,  from    Philpp. 
j.  21>  J.  E.  Hollinger. 

THOMAS.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Chippewa 

Valley  church,  Wis.,  Nov.  30,  1895,  sister 
Elizabeth  Thomas  (nee  Baker)  aged  55  years, 

5  months  and  3  days.  Deceased  was 

Morgan  County,  Ohio,  June  27,  1840.  At  the 

age  of  sixteen  years  she  united  with  the 

Brethren  church.  At  the  age  of  twenty-foui 

years  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  Vai 

Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  she  was  unitei 

riage  to*D.  B.  Thomas,  Nov.  i,  1868 
In  the  fall  of  1875  she,  with  her  husband  and 

family,  moved  to  Dunn  County,  Wis.  She 
nted  in  February,  1873  and  again  in 

September,  1895.  She  leaves  a  husband  and 

children.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  T.  D.  Van  Buren,  of  Chippewa 

County.  Katie  Joyce. 

BURNS.— In  the  Hudson  church,  McLean 

Co.,  111.,  Nov.  20,  1895,'  of  paralysis,  sister Nancy  Burns,  aged  76  years,  9  months  and 

21  days.  Six  weeks  before  her  dealh  she 

came  to  her  brother-in-law's,  Samuel  Stuts- 

man, to  attend  a  series  of  meetings  and  Com- 
munion. Taking  sick,  she  called  for  the 

elders  of  the  church  to  be  anointed.  The 
writer  and  Bro.  Levi  Stoneburner,  of  Ind 
attended  to  the  solemn  rite.  She  was  r 

ed  and  very  happy.  After  her  rt 
home  she  attended  to  her  housework  again, 

enjoying  good  health  for  about  five  weeks, 

when,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  paralysis  end- ed her  life  in  a  few  hours.  Funeral  services 

by  Bro.  L.  A.  Pollock,  from  Ps.  90: 10-12. Thomas  D.  Lyon. Edenton, 

.use  by  Bro.  B.  Landis. 
GIBBS.— At  the  same  home,  Nov.  18,  1895, 

membranous   croup,   Chester,  only  son   of 

'm.  Gibbs,  deceased,  aged  9  years.    Funeral 

:  the  house  by    the    M,    E.    minister,  after 

which  he  was  laid  away  in  the  cemetery  near 

GIBBS.— At  the  same  home,  Dec  2,  1895, 

of  the  same  disease,  Nettie,  only  daughter  of 

the  above-named  parents,  aged  7  years.  Fu- 

neral by  the  same  minister. 
Mrs.  Lydia  Lesh. 

FINGERLY.— In  Collins,  Wyoming  Terri- 

tory, Mary  Ann  Fingerly,  wife  of  John  Finger- 

ly,  aged  38  years,  10  months  and  24  days. 
She  was  born  in  Roanoke  County,  Va.  She 

moved  to  Ohio  shortly  after  the  war,  with  her 

parents  and  family;  stayed  there  four  years, 
then  moved  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Sanga- 

mon County,  where  she  was  baptized.  She 
leaves  a  husband  and  two  children.  Funeral 

from  1  Pet.  1:24,  by  Samuel  Yost. 
Anna  Morgan. 

LEUPOLD.— In  the  Coventry  church,  Ches- 

ter Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  17,  1S95,  sister  Sarah  Leu- 
pold,  aged  92  years,  10  months  and  18  days. 

;d  with  the  church  in  her  younger 

days  and,  on  account  of  persecution  by  her 
husband,  because    of    her  faith,  moved 

of  the  younger  children  to  the  White 
Oak  church,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  wh 

lived  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  She  then 
removed  again  to  the  Coventry  church,  to  her 

son's,  also  a  member,  where  she  died.  She 
was  a  faithful  sister  to  the  end.  Funeral  dis- 

course by  Bro.  Jacob  Conner,  and  others,  from 

job  5: 26.  Hiram  Gibble. 

SNYDER.— At  the  home  of  her  daughter's, 
sister  Hettie  Nusbaum,  Linganore,  Md.,  Nov. 

22,  1895,  of  paralysis,  sister  Mary  Ann  Snyder,        PRINGLE— At     her     home, 
aged  74  years  and  10  months.     She  was  afflict-    Ohio,  sister  Catharine  Pringle  (; 
ed  for  three  years   and   confined   to  her  bed    aged  68  years.    She  was  born   in    France 

fourteen   months,  but  bore  her  affliction  pa-    iS2(j,  was  married  to  Philip  Pringle,  and  the 
tiently.     Services  at  the  house  by  Bro.  W.  T.    mother  of  nine  childi 
Miller.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  the  they  all  strive  to  meet  their  mother  in  heave 

Pipe  Creek  cemetery.  Funeral  at  the  church  Funeral  was  preached  at  the  Stone  Li< 

by  elders  E.  W.  Stoner  and  John  Utz.  Text,  church.  Her  remains  were  interred  at  tl 

1  Cor.  15:26.  M.  E.  Ecker.     JStouder  cemetery,  Mrs.  Lydia  Lesh. 

SNYDER.— In  the  Yellow  River  congrega- 
tion, Bourbon,  Ind.,  Nov.  22,  1895,  Bro.  Henry 

Snyder,  aged  about  35  years.  He  leaves  a 
wife,  two  sons  and  three  stepsons.  Funeral 

services  by  Bro.  Wm.  Neff,  of  Milford,  as- 
sisted by  the  writer,  from  Rev.  14: 13. 

J.  H.  Sellers. 

WILSON.— In  the  Pine  Creek  church,  Mar- 

shall Co.,  Ind.,  Dec.  10,  1895,  Bro.  Daniel 

Wilson,  aged  77  years,  9  months  and  26  days, 
nited  with  the  Brethren  church  forty 

ago  and  remained  faithful  till  death, 
is  sick  but  a  few  days.  Eight  children 

preceded  him  to  the  spirit  land.  His  wife  and 
four  children  survive  him.  Funeral  services 

by  the  writer  from  2  Tim.  4:  6,  7. 

Jacob  Hilderbrand. 
CAR.— At  Huntington,  Ind.,  Dec.  1,  1895, 

Elynina  Ritter  Car,  wife  of  Jasper  Car.  She 

was  born  Sept.  24,  i860.  She  leaves  a  hus- 
band and  six  children.  She  united  with  the 

German  Baptist  church  when  quite  young. 

The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
Noah  Fisher  in  the  Huntington  church,  Ind. 

A.  C.  Emley. 

HARRIS.— At  Huntington,  Ind.,  Nov.  21 

1895,  Frances  C.  Harris,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Charlotte  Friedly.  Deceased  was  born 

Feb.  6,  1869.  She  leaves  a  faithful  husband 
and  three  small  children.  She  united  with 

the  German  Baptist  church,  September,  1889. 

Funeral  conducted  by  Bro.  Noah  Fisher  at 
the  Lancaster  church.  A.  C.  EmleY. 

KROBBE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Exeter 

church,  York  Co.,  Nebr.,  near  Lushton,  Dec.  16. 

1895,  sister  Sylvia  Krobbe,  wife  of  A.  Krobbe and  daughter  of  Bro.  Jacob  and 
Zern,  aged  : 

nths 

Cath- 

,nd   17 
days.  She  united  with  the  church  in  March, 

1889,  and  was  anointed  a  few  days  previous 

to  her  death.  Services  by  the  writer,  assisted 

by  Bro.  G.  W.  Stambaugh,  in  the  M.  
E.  meet- 

inghouse. D.  B.  HBINV. 
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Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc 
International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

■  S96.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad 
vanced  students.  It  is  really  the  mos' 
reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  I 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au 
thor  of  religious  works.     Price.  Si  on-  nm 

Pril-e.   qo  cents 

Teaching  and  Teachers — By  H.  Clay  Trum- 

|      bull.     A    book  "  of   390    pages    (j'/i  x  $y2 
f        inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price,   00 

Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "Teaching  and 

.Teachers,"  has  already  found  =jts  way  into  the 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work- 

lers.  It  is  to-day  the  popular  hand-book  on 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith-Peloubet    Dictionary  of  the  Bible.— 
Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  no 

hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been  care- 

fully revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F. 

N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth, 

818  pages.  Regular  price,  $2.00;  our  price, 

by  mail,   gi.75 

Brethren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book. 
This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 
1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 

publication.  While  it  may  be  used  to 

advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  es- 

pecially adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 

prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contains 

185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  is 

being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 

used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 

toard    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  dozen 
ies,  prepaid,   *3 

Hoth  Cover,  per  copy,  55   cents;   per   dozen 
copies,  prepaid, 

In  ordering  please  state  in  what 
the  woik  is  desired. 

Windsor 

European   Hotel, 
TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

♦5  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 
CHICAGO,    ILL. 

rally  I 

class  Passenger  iil,^ni,.i. 

City.  The  charnes  are 
75  cents  to  (1.50  per  day, 
iirruit  underneath.     First- 

Teachers'  Bibles. 

Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.- Weekly;  weU-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  wit: 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  imderstandini 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  cai 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  o'u 
Sunday  schools. 

Per  annum,    MCCO( 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religious 
weekly —published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 

ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onl> 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,   $1.50    pei 

The  Young  Dlsclple.^An  illustrated  week 

ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  annum   

Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  sent  free 
on  application.        

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 

ery way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;  special ic  agents. 

—Prepared  for  all  ad- 
ains  the  lesson  text, 

lation  of  the  lesson 

ig  this  quarterly  we 
v  the  needs  of  the 

fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Brethren's  Quarterly, 
vanced  classes.  It  con 

and  a  complete  explai 
throughout.  In  prepari 

keep  constantly  in  vie 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to 

-riptior ■3tfC 

Juvenile    Quarterly 

for  the  intermediate  cla 

neatest,  and  best  illus 
lished.    The  pictures  a 

and  every  lesson  is  illustrated, 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year,   
:opiefl,  per  quarter   

Prepared  especially 

:s.  This  is  one  of  the 

ted  quarterlies  pub- 
selected  with  great 

The  little 

Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35i  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

with  Motion  Celebral 

mid  Southern 

any  Hue   be- 

This  Is  the  Fastest  time  ever  mude  by ween  Chicago  nml  Florida. 

City  Ticket  Office,  332  Clark  Street,  Chicago;  Frank  J. Iccd.Gon'l  Pass.  Afft.,  Chicago, 

For  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  nil  other  information 
.ddrcss  L.  E.  Sessions.  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt.,  Minneapolis, 

No.  29. 

■  The  above  gives  a  faint  idea  of  the  beaut; 

jtof  the  French  Morocco,  raised  panel,  full  gilt 

gold  edges,  new  design,  Family  Bible,  which  i 

~rily  sold  for  $6.25,  but  which  we  sell  at 

$4.50, 
ALL  EXPRESS  ^CHARGES  PREPAID.  ] 

'  You  have  no  idea", how  cheap  we  are  selling 
fSibles  to  the  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messen 

Our  patrons  never  before  had  an  oppor 

to  purchase  Bibles  so  cheapen  every  re 

Write  us  at*once,  and  you  will  receive 
wer  byv return  mail. 

Brethren's.Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morris,  111, 

  ijicent 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  • 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleasi 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 

No. 

r    li.-    :.■„, 
I      I'.-IL-II-. 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
Yon  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 

New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  docs  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
mse  of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

imp  rebel  idcd,  by  even  the  ordinarily  cducat- 

1. 
8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 

ed to  the  common  reader. 

Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 

tn  P-et  at  the  truth  *«fc 

)  Version  of 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

rginal  references  of  the  Au- 

ng each  verse, 
arginal  readings  of  the  Au- 

i  foil 

irginal  readings  of  the  Revised 

(4)  The  best  > thorized  Version 

(5)  The 

Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  {d)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

ject c 

,-itl.  i 

Brethren's Family 

Almanac, 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 
305  S,  Charles  St,.  Baltimore,  Md. 

c-  i>„,.ltrv     Game    and    Fruits,    Special- 

ffiy,lSi,G«in,VFa,s.  Hide,  Dri
ed  Fruits  and 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  rod  01 

When  ordering  cards  be 

ber  and  price  as  well  as  ti 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies.— We    keep    any- 
thing that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  \ 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  ai 

per  nuartei 

Other  Helps. — We  are  prepared  to  famish 
ble  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  as 

before  ordering  elsewhere. Address, 

Brbthrrn's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morrii,  111, 

It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
larcd  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

sons, (i)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  {3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  {4)  It  will  furnish 

the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

aoies,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground-  - 
work  of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,       -        -        -        $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        •  5  50 

Bound  i 
On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- dress:     brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 

e  engaged  in  church  work.     A  complete  set 
of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.     Price 

25  cents  per  copy,    Address  this  office. 
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Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.—  Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 

Home-Seeking  Brethren 
Should  Bear  in 

THAT— The  Great  Northern  Railway  was  the  originator  of 

the  Brethren  Colonies  in  North  Dakota. 

THAT   All  Brethren  who  have  selected  homes  in  North  Dakota 

in  the  last  three  years  are  located  on  the  line  of  the  Great 

Northern  Railway- 

THAT— The  Brethren  already  located  by   the  undersigned    have 

churches   organized  near  public  schools  and  are  anxious  to 
have  their  Eastern  friends  join  them. 

THAT— The  sections  traversed  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway 

contain  the  finest  agricultural  lands  in  the  Northwest. 

THAT— The  railway  company,  having  no  grant,  has  no  lands  for 

sale,  and  the  matter  of  immigration  is  not  a  mere  land  deal, 

THAT— Settlers  can  take  up  the  finest  government  land  free  of 

charge,  or  can  purchase  improved  farms  on  the  crop 

payment  plan,  no  cash  payment  being  required. 

THAT— The  undersigned  has  assisted  in  selecting  locations  for  the 

Brethren,  after  a  careful  study  of  the  resources  of  the  State 

of  North  Dakota,  during  a  residence  there  of  many  years. 

THAT   The   undersigned   has    hundreds  of  letters    from   grateful 
brethren    and   sisters,  whom  he  has  assisted  to  homes  in 
North  Dakota. 

THAT — During  his  residence  there,  the  undersigned  was  connect- 
ed with  the  territorial  immigration  bureau  in  the  capacity 

of  statistician,  which  gave  him  an  inside  view  of  the 
resources  of  each  township  and  County. 

THAT — The  undersigned  has  now  ready  for  FREE  distribution, 
a  new  publication  containing  the  latest  information  con- 

cerning North  Dakota.    Be  sure  and  send  for  a  copy. 

THAT — Brethren,  desirous  of  obtaining  reliable  information,  or 
contemplating  to  move  to  North  Dakota,  will  please  ad- 

dress mej  and  personal  reply  to  letters  of  inquiry  will  be 
promptly  made  by  the  undersigned. 

^v£a,2c    Bass, . 
220  South  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 
A  SOLID  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  itulentruvti- •to  .-ind    k  sold    ncurlv    O.n-hul/    Cheaper    than 

he    Iron    or   Sleel    l'<>sts,    which   in    did    weather    break 
,r    are    rendered    n-.-s.-ss  hv  ru-.t  .,nt,  .,  '.cr  y  hi  id  <  areer. 

igents  may  profit   %    rn^v    >"  •!,. -ir  own  manufactur- 

YOUR  CORN,   10  CENTS. 

Everybody  who  hits  a  corn  can  dispose  o(  It  by 

Bending  (or  a  10-cent  box  of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 
QUICK  CORN  CURE,  the  champion  of  all  reme- 

,0  remove  Corns,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

suffer  the  torture  of  Corns  when  a  ten-cent  box 
1  take  all  you  have?    The  flrst  application  stops 
pain  and  two  or  three  applications  remove  the 
n.     It  Isone  ol  the  ̂ reutest  remedies  of  itB  kind 

fer  with  Corns.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
a  cents  In  stamps.  Order  at  once  and  dispose 

of  your  Corn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 

[•  territory  and  terms.  Address, 
8.  E.  DUBBEL,  Proprietor, 
Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co., 

No  Cheap  Reprints. 

A  16-pagc  catalog  describing 
tluoe  .Iirhrent    make*   ol  sell- ".  S.    Teachers' 

:  Bourgeois 

Breth.ern's 
Plain  Clothing 

shes 

There  is 

the  Brethren  church,  who 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which 
our    clothing, 

measure  and  ml- 
sent  on  applicatic 

for  any  member  of 

ng    blanks,    tape 

for  ordering  will  be 

Our  rules  for  self- 

understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 

are  reasonable.    Address, 

PMllipson  Clothing  Co., 
47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 

W  A  ATTT?Ti  s,0°° persons  t0  learn  t,,c  ,nerit8  ot VV  AJN  1  -CJ-U  ■•  AVw/  Studies  „„  the  Life  and 

Ministry  of  Christ,"  and  "  The  Manifold  Chart  of 
Christ's  Ministry,"  by.C.  E.  Arnold. with  Diagrams  and  Journey  Mafis. 

California    Colony 
OF    BRETHREN. 

Crocker-Huffman 

Land  and  Water  Company. 

MERCED, 
CALIFORNIA. 

Out  of  our  60.000  Acres  we  have  selected  a  portioi 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

This  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Easy  T 
Paym a  of  t 

:rty  will  1 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Fine  Home  Mai 1  ii,  Meice-JCity.  Churches  ol  m.ur 
Public  Schools  convenient  to  al 

ol  THKKE   RAILROADS      IMor, 

tiled  pamphlets  and  all  other  inlormatk 
WILLET  WILLIAMS.  Agent. 

030  Clark  St.,  Chicago.  I 

Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

itely  self-regulating. 

Here  Again  for  1896  ! 

C.  C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  ioo  pages  Sxio, 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  oc 
best  quality  of  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  ol  its 
class  published.  Price,  15  cents.  Address:  C,  C.  SHOE 
MAKER.  Freeport,  ill.,  U.S.  A.  48m6 

Great  help  i.'/M  Sunday  u-h.^l  lessons  now.  Read  edi- torial notice  in  Messenger.  No.  52,  page  824.  Book 
(cloth).  40  cents;  chart  (mounted),  75  cents;  both  Ji.co. 
Great  chance  for  agents.    Address  the  author,  or, 

The  Bible  Study  Union, 
McPherson.  Kana. 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 
For  26  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  full  50 

cent  size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com- 
pound (herb  form)  containing  1  hi.'  midieul  proper- ties of  a  full  size  (LOO  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup, 

any  who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.  Write  now 
for  the  offer,  etc.  Three  cents  in  stumps  will  get 

you  a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compouiu' 
and  a  Frederick  J 

Yours  very  truly. 
victor  Rjsmbdibh-Co., 

7tf  Frederic's,  Md.  < 

Just  One  Word  in  Your  Interest. 

Yes  You  Have 

Il.iud  Ho.k 

Alnuinac 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Land  Department  has  three  offers  to  make  you  in  North     1 1 

Dakota : — 1.  We  can  sell  you  the  best  of  farming  lands  in  North  Dakota  at  prices  ranging  from 

$2.50  to  $5.00  per  acre,  on  ten  years'  time  with  6  per  cent,  interest  to  actual  settlers.  Some  of 
these  lands  are  located  in  Wells  and  Foster  counties,  which  He  fifty  miles  south  of  the  colony 

of  Brethren  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Cando.  Carrington,  the  principal  shipping  point  of  these 

two  counties,  affords  a  good  market  and  plenty  of  elevator  room  and  railroad  competition,  as 
there  are  two  competing  railroad  lines  traversing  these  counties. 

2.  If  you  desire  to  obtain  farm  lands  from  private  parties  on  the  Crop  Payment  Plan, 

avoiding  immediate  cash  payment,  we  will  cheerfully  give  you  information  as  to  where  such 
lands  can  be  obtained,  free  of  cost. 

3.  If  you  desire  free  Government  lands,  they  can  be  obtained  in  these  counties  under  the 
Homestead  law,  free,  near  railroad  lands.  Any  information  concerning  free  Homestead  lands, 
and  maps  showing  location  of  same,  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  free  of  cost. 

By  buying  land  of  us  direct  you  save  all  sale  commissions.  If  you  will  write  us  we  will 
cheerfully  send  our  Mr.  A.  A.  Jack,  Traveling  Emigration  Agent,  to  your  home,  who  will  furnish 
you  detailed  information  and  answer  all  questions  pertaining  to  lands  in  North  Dakota,  without 

any  cost  to  you.  All  employees  of  the  Land  Department  are  salaried  employees  and  by  doing 
business  direct  with  us  you  will  save  all  outside  commissions.  For  maps  and  publications, 

which  will  be  sent  free  of  charge,  and  for  any  information  relating  to  lands  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  write  to  C.  W.  MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 

St,  Paul.  Minnesota WM.  H.  PHIPPS,  Land  Commissioner  N.  P.  R,  R. 



juauary  n,  1896. 

Now  our  day's  journev 

jtllli uuspel  Messenger. 
Vol.  34. Mount  Morris,  III.,  Jan.  11,  189G. No.  2. 

The  Gospel   Messenger, 
Putlis&ed  Week]?,  at  II. EO  per  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., Mount  Morr: 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

EDITORIAL,  ; 

Brumbaugh's  Glimpses  from  Foreign  Travel.    No.  26,   16 
The   Underlying   Principle,   2| 
Are  Elders  Angels?   a^ 
Let  us  Move  on,   2% 
Editorial  Gleanings  in  the  Orient.     No.  a   25 

POETRY  - 
Drops  of  Honey.    By  J.  S.  Mohler   10 
The  True  Path  to  Heaven.    Selected  hy  Henry  Balsbaugh   22 
What  Shall  it  Profit  me  Then?    Selected  by  N.  D.  Underhill,   23 

ESSA  Y  DEPAR  TMENT,— 
The  Potency  of  Christianity.    By  J.  S.  Flory,   ig 
Consecration.    By  A.  Hutchison   iq 
The  Disciples  and  Trine  immersion.     By  James  K.  Gish,   ig 

The  Lord  Our  Righteousness.     By  S.  N.  M'Cann   ig 
The  Four  Seasons.    By  J.  H.  Miller   20 
Leading  us  into  Temptation.    By  P.  Landia  Fike,   zo 
Do  I  Know  Jesus?    By  Mary  Hoover,   ao 
Did  I  but  Know.    By  J.  S.  Flory   21 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL— 
The  Ministry  of  John  the  Baptist —Luke  2: 15-22,   21 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE,— 

Real  Humility.    By  "N.  R.  Baker   22 Individual  Responsibility.    By  Wealthy  A.  Burkholder   22 
Observations.    By  W.  B.  Stover   22 

GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT,— 
"  A  Bag  with  Holes."    By  Clara  D.  Suavely   23 
Convalescent  Reflections.    By  W.  B.  Stover,   23 
What  a  Preacher  Can  do   23 

HQMZ  AND  FAMILY,— 

rk  of  Mothers.    By  C.  H.  [ialsbaugh       26 

"  A   Fruitlul  Bough  by  a  Well."— Gen.  49:  22.     By  Clara  D.  Snavely,  .  26 

^EDITORIAL  \  MISCELLANY^ 

The  press  brings  us  some  strange  news.  We 
hardly  know  whether  to  believe  it  or  not.  It  is 

stated  that  the  entire  site  of  the  ancient  City  of 
Babylon  has  been  purchased  by  two  wealthy  Jews. 
The  Jews  were  once  led  captive  to  Babylon,  but 

the  most  far-seeing  among  them  never  dreamed 
that  in  coming  centuries  two  of  their  ancestors 

i''ould  be  able  to  purchase  and  own  the  whole 
place.  How  things  do  change  in  this  world!  The 

more  we  learn  the  more  fully  do  we  become  con- 
vinced that  the  Lord  is  presiding  over  the  affairs 

of  earth. 

Dr.  Hicks,  author  of  Hicks'  Celebrated  Alma- 
nac, thinks  that  Providence  is  shaping  affairs  re- 

garding the  great  eastern  question.  He  says: 

"Speaking  about  the  Turkey  question,  why  don't 
the  great  powers  act  in  the  matter?  Ostensibly 
because  they  are  jealous  of  each  other,  but  really 
because  the  hand  of  God  is  guiding  this  question. 
The  most  important  unfulfilled  prophecies  of  his 

Word  bear-  on  this  Turkey  question.  All  signs 
indicate  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  for  their  ful- 

|  fillment.     The   solution   of   this   problem   will    un- 
doubtedly lead  to,  or  end,  in  a  general  European 

war.  When  it  does  come,  it  will  be  the  war  of  the 

ages.  The  logic  of  events  points  that  way.  It  may 
be  soon,  or  it  may  be  later.  But  of  late  the  events 

seem  to  be  hastening  the  crisis." 

Abraham  seems  to  have  had  plenty  of  money 
when  occasion  demanded  the  use  of  it,  and  from 

that  day  to  this,  the  Hebrews  have  had  a  faculty 
for  accumulating  property.  The  world  over,  where 
they  have  had  a  chance  equal  with  other  men,  they 

are  a  money-making  people,  and  now  the  New 
York  Sun  suggests  that  the  wealthy  among  them 
raise  Sioo,000,ooo  and  erect  in  the  City  of  New 

York  a  temple  as  magnificent  as  that  of  Solomon,  j 

This  they  are  not  likely  to  do,  but  they  have  al- 
ready adopted  plans  for  a  new  synagogue  which, 

it  is  said,  will  be  the  finest  edifice  of  the  kind  in 
the  world.  It  is  to  contain  an  ark  of  the  finest 

and  most  elaborate  workmanship.  A  display  of 
this  kind  may  satisfy  the  vanity  of  the  rich,  but 
there  is  no  religion  about  it.  Those  who  have 

plenty  of  money  can  make  a  better  use  of  it. 
However,  in  the  coming  kingdom  the  poor  in  this 
world  who  love  God  and  keep  his  commandments, 

will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  mansions  in  the  City  of 

New  Jerusalem,  whose  splendor  wilj  excel  any- 
thing this  world  has  ever  seen.  While  the  rich 

may  enjoy  the  display  of  the  magnificence  in  this 
world,  the  poor  have  only  to  wait  a  few  years  until 
they  will  have  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  that  which 
is  far  superior. 

Job  informs  us  that  the  Lord  has  stretched  out 

the  North  over  the  empty  place,  but  he  tells  us  noth- 
ing concerning  the  South  Pole,  so  the  people  of 

this  age  seem  inclined  to  find  out  the  state  of  af- 
fairs there  for  themselves.  Well,  that  is  their 

privilege,  for  the  Lord  has  given  man  dominion 
over  the  works  of  his  hands  and  over  the  sea,  and 

we  presume  this  includes  all  the  unexplored  South. 

It  is  maintained  that  a  great  continent  exists  with- 
in the  Antarctic  circle,  and  that  it  abounds  in  ani- 

mal life,  and  that  possibly  it  may  contain  a  new 

race  of  people.  This  seems  to  be  the  conclusion 
formed  by  some  who  have,  at  different  times,  vis- 

ited this  far-away  land.  An  effort  is  to  be  made 
to  explore  that  part  nf  the  world,  and  the  result 
will  be  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  It  is 
a  region  of  intense  cold,  and  cannot  be  traversed 
without  great  exposure.  However,  the  coldest 

season  for  the  Antarctic  continent  is'  during  our 
summer  season,  at  which  time  the  sun  may  not  be 

seen  for  some  months._  But  during  our  winter 
there  is  perpetual  sunshine  at  the  South  Pole,  and 
about  the  21st  of  December,  the  inhabitants,  if 

there  are  any,  may  enjoy  the  "  midnight  sun." 

The  Armenians,  as  a  people,  originally  inhabited 
that  part  of  Asia  around  the  head  of  the  Euphrates 
and  Tigris  rivers.  The  greater  part  of  the  country 

is  now  subject  to  Turkey.  They  claim  that  Chris- 
tianity was  introduced  among  them  by  one  of  the 

apostles  before  the  middle  of  the  first  century.  In 
some  respects  the  Armenian  church  resembles  the 
Greek  church,  but  is  not  so  powerful.  It  now 

does,  and  always  has,  practiced  trine  immersion. 
They  have  formed  settlements  in  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  in  some  of  the  large 
cities  are  very  numerous,  and  are  really  the  most 

industrious  and  thrifty  people  in  that  part  of  Asia. 
The  Turks  hate  and  kill  them  because  they  are 
Christians.  The  Turks  are  Mohammedans,  and 

claim  a  religious  right  to  destroy  all  Christians,  but 
their  fear  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  and 

other  governments,  keep  them  from  massacring 
those  who  are  citizens  of  these  countries.  By 

treaty  our  country  has  a  right  to  demand  that  all  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Turkey 

be  properly  protected,  but,  it  seems,  has  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  destruction  of  the  Armenians, 
who  are  citizens  of  Turkey.  But  England,  Russia 

and  several  other  powers  have  a  right  to  so  inter- 
fere, and,  according  to  an  agreement  entered  into, 

it  is  their  duty  to  see  that  the  lives  and  property 

of  these  people  be  protected,  but,  on  account  of 
jealousies  existing  between  these  great  powers, 
nothing  is  being  done.  What  the  end  is  to  be  the 
Lord  only  knows,  for  the  destruction  of  life  and 

property  still   continues.    And  while    the  United 

States  has  no  treaty  right  to  interfere,  it  is  rumored 
that  the  authorities  at  Washington,  for  the  good 
of  common  humanity,  are  seriously  considering 
whether  it  is  not  thier  duty  to  demand  that  the  mas- 

sacring of  these  Christians  be  stopped  at  once. 
Nations  sometimes  do  not  bear  the  sword  in-  vain 
IW  13:4.    

Aftkh  pointing  out  a  few  of  our  mistakes  in 

newspaper  work  one  of  our  patrons  writes:  "A 
good  many  people  will  talk  about  you  behind 

your  back,  and  I  tell  you  to  your  face."  It  should 
be  an  easy  matter  to  face  a  man,  even  if  his  purpose 
is  to  point  out  defects,  for,  in  that  case,  one  may  be 
enabled  to  sec,  and  then  induced  to  correct  his 

errors.  Hut  to  be  assailed  by  one  to  his  back  is  a 
grave  misfortune,  for  the  one  thus  attacked  is  sure 
to  conclude  that  it  is  an  enemy  seeking  his  injury, 

and  he  turns  only  to  defend  himself  and  retaliate. 
In  such  an  event  the  faults  remain  and  become 

more  firmly  fixed.  He  who  faces  a  man  and  lov- 

ingly reminds  him  of  his  faults,  and  suggests  a 
remedy,  is  a  benefactor  to  humanity.  But  the  one 
who  talks  of  people  behind  their  backs  is  a  curse  to 

the  race.  To  such  we  may  well  say,  "  Get  thee  be- 
hind me,  Satan;  thou  art  an  offense  unto  me." 

What  a  grand  thing  it  would  be  for  this  world  if 
all  the  difficulties  between  the  nations  of  earth 

could  be  settled  by  arbitration,  and  wars  and  the 

preparations  for  wars  be  banished  from  the  earth! 

It  is  said  that  at  present  one-third  of  all  the  rev- 
enues of  the  various  countries  is  devoted  to  paying 

the  interest  on  dchts  incurred  by  past  w 
another  third  goes  for  preparing  for  future  wars, 

leaving  only  one-third  for  the  present  use.  It  is 
also  stated  that,  during  the  present  century,  wars 
have  cost  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  million 
dollars,  and  have  caused  the  loss  of  five  million 

lives.  This  is  appalling,  and  yet  the  estimate  is 
rather  under  than  over  the  actual  facts.  The  real 

remedy  for  this  great  evil  is  for  all  the  churches  in 
the  world  to  preach  and  insist  upon  the  doctrine  of 
peace.  Create  a  sentiment  tor  arbitration,  and  use 

all  possible  influence  to  get  the  nations  to  adopt 
this  method  of  settling  their  differences.  At  the 
rate  war  debts  are  increasing,  it  will  be  but  a  few 

years  until  the  leading  governments  of  earth  will 
be  bankrupted.  Even  at  this  time  the  burdens  of 

excessive  taxation  are  so  great  that  they  can  hard- 

ly be  borne  by  the  masses. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM  FOREION 
TRAVEL. 

Number  Twenty-Six. 
Fourth  Day,  Oct.  12,  iSg<). 

The  morning  was  cool  and  pleasant.  After 

breakfast  our  dragoman  had  a  loud  time  in  paying 

some  of  the  native  women  who  always  force  their 

services  on  the  camp  that  they  may  get  a  little 

pay.  No  matter  what  is  offered  them,  they  always 
clamor  for  more,  and  get  so  loud  about  it  that  you 

would  expect  a  regular  fight  about  it.  But  a  de- 
termined push,  with  a  loud  threat,  settles  it  all,  and 

they  walk  slowly  away,  muttering  ugly  things  about 

the  whole  party.  Everybody  wants  a  "  back- 
sheesh," no  matter  where  you  meet  them.  Even 

the  children,  as  you  pass  through  their  villages,  cry 

out,  "  Backsheesh."  Poor  creatures!  They  are  all 
objects  of  pity,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  way  of 
making  their  condition  better.  The  simple  truths 

of  the  Gospel  alone  can  bring  light  and  sunshine  to 
these  debased  and  darkened  souls. 



THTIEl    GrOB-fJilJ-i    M:E11=~ 

We  continued  our  way  over  the  hills,  by  bridle 

paths,  when  we  met  a  hundred  or  more  soldiers 

on  horseback,  sent  out  by  the  government  to  keep 

peace  among  the  contending  parties  and  for  the 

protection  of  the  people.  It  looked  like  war,  and 

we  were  glad  that  we  were  not  in  it.  As  we  ascend- 

ed to  the  top  of  a  hill,  we  had  our  first  view  of  the 

waters  of  Merom.  We  stopped  in  an  olive  orchard 

for  our  lunch  and  rest.  Continued  horseback  rid- 

ing gives  two  things:  weariness  and  a  craving  appe- 

tite, so  that  lunch  time  was  always  welcomed  and 

enjoyed.  To-day  we  had  our  table  spread  in  the 

shade  of  an  olive  tree  full  of  fruit.  As  there  are  no 

fences  in  this  country,  every  place  is  open  and  free, 

except  the  "  backsheesh  "  which  is  always  expect- 

ed, even  by  those  who  stand  around  and  look  on. 

Now  we  lift  our  eyes  and  behold  the  mountains 

ofNaphtali.  At  2:  30  we  enter  the  plains  of  Dan, 

and,  at  a  distance,  see  the  place  where  the  city  was 

located.  In  the  evening,  .we  come  to  Banias,  or 

Ca;sarea  rhi'ippi,  where  we  camp  for  the  night. 

This  is  a  small  village  of  some  fifty  houses,  and 

was  considered  one  of  our  most  dangerous  stopping 

places.  On  our  arrival,  we  were  told  that  the  day 
before  fourteen  men  were  killed,  quite  near,  in  a 

skirmish  between  the  Druses  and  Metawles.  This 

news,  of  course,  did  not  add  much  to  our  comfort, 

and  to  make  it  still  worse,  on  our  dragoman  asking 

the  sheik  of  the  village  for  guards,  he,  at  first,  re- 

fused, saying  that  he  would  not  be  responsible  for 

the  life  of  anybody  outside  of  houses  after  dark. 

He  finally  sent  us  two  guards  to  watch  our  tents 

for  the  night.  After  our  even  ng  meal,  being 

weary,  we  retired  and  soon  fell  asleep,  but  a  part  of 
ir   company 
clock   the   si 

fortunate,  as  about    10 
hills nade  to 

with  the  yells  of  Ihe  jackals  that  made  their  homes  in 
the  rocks  and  caves  of  the  mountains  and  hills,  and 

as  they  heard  this  hideous  noise  for  the  first  time, 

they  mistook  it  for  that  of  the  fighting  Metawles, 

and  thought  they  were  coming  sure.  They  got  out 
of  their  cots,  dressed  themselves  and  put  on  their 

shoes,  that  they  might  be  ready  for  the  worst,— but 
no  trouble  came,  and  we  were  all  thankful  for  our 

preservation. 

Fifth  Day,  Sunday,  Oct.  33. 

As  we  did  not  wish  to  remain  in  a  country  so 

dangerous  to  life,  we  concluded  to  spend  the  Sun- 
day in  traveling,  that  we  might  get  away,  as  far  as 

possible  from  the  place,  for  our  next  camping. 

Before  leaving  we  visited  the  Temple  of  Pan,  erect- 
ed by  Herod  the  Great  before  the  birth  of  Christ. 

Near  by,  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Jordan  takes  its 

rise,  a  beautiful  and  large  fountain  of  clear,  spark- 
ling water.  This  is,  probably,  the  most  northern 

place  ever  visited  by  Christ  (Matt.  16:  13),  and  is 

also  said  to  be  the  place  of  the  healing  of  the 
woman  with  the  issue  of  blood.  So  we  were  made 

to  feel  that  we  were  traveling  through  the  field  of 

the  Master,  and  this  gave  us  some  very  pleasant 

thoughts  for  meditation,  as  we  were  riding  along 

the  by-ways  of  a  now  barbarous  land. 

After  a  half  hour's  ride  we  come  to  the  site  of 
ancient  Dan,  which  is  now  only  a  mound  of  ruins. 

After  passing  to  the  top  and  viewing  it  over,  we 

came  to  a  second  source  of  the  Jordan, — several 

very  large  springs  of  clear  sweet  water  close  to- 

gether, forming  quite  a  large  stream, — large  enough 

to  turn  a  grist-mill  and  have  plenty  of  water  to 
spare,  and  this,  too,  in  the  driest  season  of  the  year. 

From  here  we  descend  into  a  vast  plain,  extend- 

ing along  the  Little  Jordan,  so  called  by  Josephus, 

to  the  lake  of  Merom.  Once  this  country,  no 

doubt,  was  very  fertile,  but  now  it  is  used  as  a  pas- 

ture-land by  the  Bedouins  who  now  hold  possession 
of  the  land.  Here  is  said  to  have  been  the  battle 

field  of  Barak,  Deborah's  general,  in  the  days  of 
Joshua. 

Here  the  Bedouins  dwell  in  their  tents,  having 

the  flocks  of  the  plains  for  their  possessions,  auu 

rove  from  place  to  place,  as  their  wants  and  cir- 
cumstances demand.  Their  dwellings  are  made  of 

black  goats'  hair,  such  as  are  mentioned  in  Solo- 
mon's Song,  1 :  5, — the  black  tents  of  Kedar.  The 

material  is  made  by  the  women,  and  as  they  live 

chiefly  on  bread  and  milk,  their  wants  are  few  and 

easily  obtained.  They  live  a  lazy,  easy  kind  or 

life,  and  civilization  would  bring  to  them  nothing 

but  labor,  turmoil,  and  vexation  of  spirit.  They 

said  to  be  hospitable  to  strangers,  and  once  in 

r  tents,  one  is  not  only  safe,  but  they  deem  it 

r  duty  to  protect  their  guests  for  three  days 

after  their  departure  from  their  camp. 

At  noon  we  lunched  close  by  an  antiquated   mill 

where  we  saw  them   grinding  their  grain  for  food, 

in   small   grists,   as  it  came  in,  from  a  quart  up. 
The  flour  is  not  bolted  but  taken  as  it  comes  out 

from  between  the  stones.     The  mill  was  run  by  wa- 

ter, and  very  crude  in  construction.     We  took  our 

noonday  meal  in  the  shade  of  a  row  of  pomegranate 

trees,  and  with  truly  thankful   hearts,  as  we  were 

now  considered  to  be   out   of  the  dangerous  terri- 
tory, and  in  a  comparatively  safe  country. 

At  4  o'clock  P.  M.  we  pitched  our  tents  at  Mele- 
ha,  where  there  is  a  large  spring  which  runs  into 
beautiful  lake  full  of  fish.     And  as  we  looked  at 

e   lovely   surroundings  we  were  made  to  think, 

What  a  grand  place  it  would  be  under  a  Christian 

-rnment  and  the  country  inhabited  by  a  Chris- 

people!     Remove   the   curse   from    this    once 

.'en-blessed  land,  and  we  see  wonderful  possibil- 

for  development.     At  the  outlet  of  this  lake 
there  are  a  few  houses,  and  an   old   mill,  running 

three  pair  of  stones.     As  the  sun  lowered  in  the 

West,  a  cool  calmness  came  and  we  had  a  very  en- 

joyable evening  in  our  camp  home. 
Sixth  Day,  Monday,  Oct.  14. 

This  morning  finds  us  all  well  and  in  good  con- 

dition for  another  day's  iourney.  Some  of  our  par- 
ty were  annoyed  somewhat  by  the  signals  of  the 

night  guards  and  the  noise  of  the  horses  and  mules, 

which  were  tethered  in,  as  we  thought,  an  unneces- 

sarily close  proximity  to  our  tents. 

After  leaving  the  camping  ground  a  half  hour  be- 

yond the  ancient  site  of  Dan 
and  third,  source  of  the  Jord 
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see  some  corn  and  other  grains  being  gathered. 

The  indications  are  that,  by  a  little  drainage  and 

good  culture,  the  whole  valley,  of  thousands  of 

acres,  could  be  made  to  bloom  and  bring  forth  al- 

most unlimited  productions  in  fruits,  grains,  and 

vegetables.  As  it  is,  the  roving  Bedouins  hold  pos- 

session and  cultivate  only  patches  of  it, — just 

enough  to  feed  them.  They  possess  large  flocks  of 
cattle  and  sheep,  goats,  and  thousands  of  camels. 

As  we  go  south  we  come  to  Jewish  settlements, — 

an  experiment  being  made  by  the  Rothschilds  to  re- 
settle the  land  with  its  rightful  owners.  Here  we 

see  evidences,  not  only  of  civilization,  but  also  ot 

modern  living,  improvements  and  farming.  Around 
their  territory  there  is  a  good  wire  fence.  The  land 

is  farmed  with  steam  plows,  groves  of  olive  trees 

are  set  out,  and  through  the  middle  of  it,  for  miles, 

was  a  wide  road  or  avenue,  planted  on  both  sides, 
with  two  rows  of  trees,  and  the  bed  for  an  excellent 

roadway  commenced.  Part  of  the  territory  is  full  of 

stones,  but  these  they  will  utilize  in  building  fences. 

As  we  were  passing  along  in  this  settlement  we 

were  unexpectedly  overtaken  by  a  dashing  thunder 
shower,  and  thus  driven  into  the  Jewish  village, 

which  is  located  on  a  rocky  elevation  near  by. 
The  buildings  are  all  of  stone,  substantially  built, 

and  new,  or  nearly  so,  and  therefore  make  a  very 

R-  January  4, 

near  by,  to   duih 
tained  for  a  short  time  in  the  hotel  Gail 

landlord  is  a  Jew  and  had  been  in  America,  which 

fact,  of  course,  always  brings  responsive  feelings, 
and  he  almost  overdid  himself  in  trying  to  make  us 

comfortable,  and  tried  to  make  us  believe  that  it 

would  be  better  for  us  to  camp  there  for  the  night. 

But  we  thought  otherwise,  and  after  a  very  palata- 
ble lunch  and  cup  of  tea,  we  took  our  departure, 

leaving  a  smile  on  his  face  by  placing  some  of  the 
"needful"  in  his  very  willing  hands  to  receive. 

The  great  "  sesame  "  to  open  the  hearts  of  this 
Eastern  people  is  money. 

At  one  o'clock  we  had  our  first  view  of  the  Sea 

of  Galilee,  and  we  all  felt  like  shouting  for  joy,  be- 
cause it  was  one  of  the  most  desirable  objective 

points  in  our  overland  tour.  After  several  hours' 
riding  and  going  down  a  very  steep  and  rocky 
declivity,  we  came  to  the  north  end  of  the  sea,  at 
Kan  Minich.  Here  we  passed  over  a  pretty  grass 

plot  which  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  places  where 
Christ  fed  the  multitude.  To  feel  that  we  were 

now  really  on  the  ground  where  the  Christ  walked 
to  and  fro  and  talked  to,  and  fed,  the  people,  was 

a  preciously  sweet  experience,  because,  in  this 
land,  there  is  so  much  uncertainty  and  deception 

about  places  of  sacred  memory,  that  you  scarcely 
know  what  to  believe.  But  when  you  come  to  the 

Sea  of  Galilee  you  have,  at  least,  one  place  about 
which  there  can  be  no  doubt.  This  is,  indeed,  the 

same  sea,  and  along  its  shores  are  the  sites  of  the 
towns  and  the  places,  frequented  by  the  Christ, 
while  here  on  the  earth. 

As  we  were  riding  along  the  western  shore,  we 
heard  a  number  of  men,  at  a  distance  in,  seemingly, 

quite  an  excited  conversation,  and  as  we  drew  nearer 
to  the  place  we  found  that  they  were  fishermen,  and 

were  in  the  act  of  drawing  a- net,  that  had  been  cast, 
to  the  shore.  We  hurriedly  rode  to  the  9pot,  and 

dismounted,  eagerly  desiring  to  see  what  the  J 

draught  would  be,  and  so  eager  were  some  of  us 
that  coats  were  thrown  aside,  and  willing  hands 

took  hold  of  the  net  to  help  draw  it  in.  The  loop 

of  the  net  was  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  from  the 
shore,  but  slowly  and  gradually  it  was  drawn 
towards  the  shore,  and  the  fish  began  to  jump 

vigorously  to  get  over  the  net,  and  a  few  made 
their  escape.  As  the  net  was  drawn  in  on  them, 

they  would  dash  for  the  shore,  only  to  be  wrapped 

into  the  outcoming  net.  Things  now  began  to  be 

exciting.  There  were  nine  fishermen,  and  part  of 

them  were  naked,  but  all  busy  and  excited,  because 

the  draught  proved  to  be  a  good  one.  Nearer  and 
nearer  the  net  was  drawn  to  the  shore,  and  when 

the  climax  came,  a  better  pleased  set  of  tourists 

you  never  saw.  Think  of  it!  About  four  hundred 

large  fishes  at  one  draught  from  the  Sea  of  Gali- 
lee! We  measured  some  of  them  and  they  marked 

from  fifteen  to  eighteen  inches. 

As  we  looked  at  these  fishermen,  and  saw  them 

draw  their  net  to  shore,  how  vividly  came  to  our 

mind  the  narrative  of  the  fishing  disciples  in  the 

time  and  presence  of  Christ,  at  this  lake  and  per- 
haps near  this  spot,  as  it  is  only  a  short  distance 

from  the  place  where  the  multitude  was  fed.  John 

21  tells  us,  "  And  that  night  they  caught  nothing," 
but  when  they  cast  their  net  at  the  Master's  com- 

mand "they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for  the  multi- 

tude of  fishes." Never  did  we  meet  an  incident  so  Gospel-like, 
and  in  no  case  in  our  journey,  thus  far,  were  we  so 

thoroughly  impressed  with  the  feeling  that  we  were 

treading  on  sacred  ground. 

After  the  scene  was  over,  our  cook  "Sugary" 
procured  a  good  string  of  fish  for  our  evening  din- 

ner, and  we  left,  greatly  pleased  that,  at  this  place, 
we  were  permitted  to  see  such  an  apt  illustration  of 
a  Bible  scene,  so  simple  and  yet  so  grand  in  appli- 
cation, 
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day's  journey  is  completed,  our  tents 
are  pitched,  and  we  are  at  Tiberias,  on  the  beautiful 
shore  of  Galilee,  The  place  itself  is  not  of  much 
importance,  being  only  a  small  town  of  2,700  inhab- 

itants, two-thirds  of  whom  are  Jews  and  the  rest 
Moslems,  and  Greek  Christians.  But  because  of 
the  Bible  associations  we  felt  that  it  was  a  good 

:  to  be.  Our  tents  were  set  almost  on  the  sea- 
:,  some  sixty  rods  south  of  the  village,  at  a 
:  where  we  had  a  commanding  view  of  the 
and  the  surrounding  country  and  mountains, 
e  expected  to  remain  here  over  the  following 
ve  tried  to  make  our  temporary  home  as  home- 

like as  possible,  so  we  "fixed  up"  and  prepared ourselves  to  enjoy  our  stay  on  the  Galilee. 
Before  we  get  away  from  the  impression  we  n 

not  forget  the  very  fine  sunset  that  greeted  us 
our  approach  to  the  place.  In  describing  suns 
it  is  generally  introduced  by  saying:  "  The  sun 
sinking  slowly  in  the  West."  Of  course  it  was, 
there  is  where  we  generally  find  the  sun  about  this 
time,  but  the  beauty  consists  not  because  of  this. 
It  is  the  combinations  of  conditions  and  things  out 
side  of  the  ordinary  that  enlist  our  attention  and 
call  forth  those  impressions  that  we  call  beautiful 
Of  course  the  within  must  respond  to  the  without 
before  such  impressions  can  be  developed.  In  this 
case,  we  enjoyed  the  within,  and  God  made  and  ar- 

ranged the  without.  Large,  fleecy,  golden-tingec 
clouds  were  lazily  floating  above  the  Western  hori 

zon,  which  were  most  beautifully  reflected  from  tht 

bosom  of  the  Sea,  while  the  highest  peaks  of  the: 
mountain  of  Gilead  were  crowned  with  a  dense 

sheet  of  fog,  made  white  as  wool,  by  the  last  rays 
of  the  setting  sun.  To  this  was  added  the  ima 

sun  from  the  bed  of  the  sea,  and  the  sharp  cont 
between  the  light  and  shades  of  the  surrounc 

In  , connection  with  the  pleasing  thought  that  at 

one  time  the  Master,  with  his  disciples,  made  all 

these  surroundings  glorious  by  his  presence,  the 

scene  to  us  and  all  of  our  party,  was  imposing  an< 

grand,  and  we  shall  long  remember  this  sunset  over 

the  Galilean  sea.  Though  the  loving  words  of  a 

precious  Savior  are  no  more  heard  on  these  shores, 

yet  a  perfume,  by  association,  has  been  left  that 

shall  never  be  wiped  away  until  the  great  mission 

has  been  completed,  and  "his  own"  that  received 
him  not  shall  know,  accept,  and  receive  Him  as 

their  long-expected  King.  H.  B.  b. 

•ESSAYS; 

DROPS  OP  HONEY. 

The  Word  of  the  Lord 

That  cannot  be  valued 

And  it's  dropping,  and  dropping,  and  yet  th 
Rich  food  for  my  heart,  and  so  sweet  to  my 

:  full  of  honey, 

orld My  soul  had  tasted  of  the  pleasures  of  the  v 

Until  burdened  with  sin,  into  darkness  'twas  hurled; 
But  a  drop  of  the  word,— the  sweetest  and  the  best 

Fell  right  in  my  heart,  "  Come,  I'll  give  your  soul  rest." 

In  all  the  wide  world  wherever  I  may  roam 

The  honey  keeps  dropping  from  the  ever-full  comb, 
And  no  treasure  on  earth  such  comforts  can  give 

As  those  from  the  droppings  of  His  Word  I  receive. 

While  at  rest  on  my  couch,  awake,  or  asleep 

The  rich  drops  keep  on  falling  with  a  fragrance  so  swee 

As  if  angels'  soft  hands  were  pressing  the  comb 
To  give  me  a  fore-taste  of  the  pleasures  at  home. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  morn  while  the  day  is  yet  new, 

From  the  hive  the  drops  fall  like  the  morning's  soft  dew 
They  strengthen  my  heart  for  the  duties  of  the  day 
And  to  sing  to  the  Lord  while  I  travel  His  way. 

When  I'm  tempted  from  the  path  of  duty  to  stray 
So  often  this  drop  is  my  comfort  and  stay; 

"  Fear  not,  little  flock,  it's  your  Father's  good  pleasure 
The  kingdom  to  give  you  with  all  its  rich  t 

0  parents  whose  babes  are  asleep  in  the  grave 
How  precious  this  drop  of  the  Savior,  to  save 
The  children.    When  He  called  them  this  blessing  was 
'  Of  such  little  children  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
When  we  enter  the  valley  and  shadow  of  death, And  sh.uter  and  shorter  is  growing  our  breath. 
What  a  pleasure  this  drop  of  His  Word  doth  afford; 
We  shall  rise  from  the  dead  in  the  glory  of  the  Lord.' Morrill,  A'ans, 

THE  POTENCY  OFiCHRISTIANITY. 

BY  J.  s.  FLORY. 

In  this  world  there  is  no   power  or  influence  c 
such  magnitude  for  good  as  the  Christian   religior 
While  this  is  true,   it  is  possible   for  us  to  err  i 
looking  at  it  in  a  sense  of  parts  that  make  up  th 
entire  whole.     For  instance  we  should  not  estimate 
its  real  value  from  the  fact  that  we  find   in   it  the 
fulfillment   of   prophecy   to    a    wonderful    deg 
The  types  and  shadows  of  the  past  ages  have  cc 
out  in  the  full  glare  of  the   noonday  sun,  and   the 
significance  of  God's  promises  has   centered  in  th 
cross,  yet,  beyond  all  this,  there  is  something  of 
greater  potency. 

We  should  not  accord  to  Christianity  its  highest 
good  as  coming  from  the  fact  that  in  its  introdu 

tion  divine  power  was  manifest,  and  many  mirach 

wrought  by  the  great  Author  of  Christianity.  In 

the  great  redemptive  plan  of  salvation,  whereby 

God's  love  was  manifest  for  the  uplifting  of  a  * 
ing  world,  these  truths  and  realities  are  important 
factors,  as  evidences  of  the  fundamental  verities  o 

God's  omnipotent,  omniscient,  and  omniprescn 
power,  yet  they  are,  by  no  means,  paramount  to  one 
other  important,  logical  reason,  why  Christianity  i: 
a  thing  of  tremendous  power,  and  of  inestimabh 
value.  We  have  reference  to  the  real  essence  o 

Christianity,  which  has  in  it  the  needs  of  the  long 

ing  soul,— the  thing  which  answers  the  purpose  o! 
bringing  peace  and  rest  to  the  weary,  aching  heart, 
that  potent  power  which  infuses  into  the  individual 
person  a  new  life,  transforming  the  whole  man  into 
the  semblance  of  that  one  perfect  man,  Christ  J 

The  actual  experience  of  a  living  faith  is  such 

that  it  may  be  truly  said  "  we  know "  we  have 
passed  from  death  to  life.  The  real  satisfying  hope 
that  lays  hold  on  eternal  life  stands  out  in  such 

boldness  that  nought  else  can  have  such  promi- 
nence, therefore  it  may  be  said,  as  Paul  says  of 

charity,  "these  three"  but  the  greatest  evidence 
and  power  is  a  living  experience  of  the  powers  of 

Christianity. 
I  have  known  some  so  imbued  with  prophecy 

that  it  seemed  to  them  to  be  the  Alpha  and 
Omega  of  Christianity.  Others  seem  to  regard 

the  miracles  attendant  upon  Christ's  work  and  min- 

istry as  the  ultimatum  of  God's  grace  in  the  econo- 
my of  the  Christian  religion.  All  these  are  impor- 

tant in  their  place,  and  in  the  divine  purpose  of 
God  they  fill  the  preparatory  steps  necessary  to  a 

complete  system  of  salvation,  but  what  the  spirit  is 
to  the  letter,  personal  indwelling  of  the  Holy 

Ghost  is  to  all  preparatory  work. 

"  Christ  within,  the  hope  of  glory  "  outshines  the 
significance  of  Christ  in  prophecy  and  in  miracle. 
Not  until  this  potent  power  of  the  Christian  re- 

ligion has  full  sway  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  pro- 
fessors, can  we  expect  Christianity  to  be  a  complete 

uccess,  and  the  world  won  to  Christ. 

The  minister  of  the  Gospel  may  preach  in  thun- 
der tones  the  mysteries  of  God  hid  for  ages,  but 

brought  to  light  through  the  Gospel, — myster- 
ies in  prophecy  and  mysteries  in  miracles,  but  until 
vidences,  by  his  life,  the  mysteries  of  regenera- 
tion, he  will  be  as  sounding  brass  or  tinkling  cym- 

bals. The  church  may  claim  the  doctrine  of  apostolic 
Christianity  but  not  until  she  determines  to  know 

nothing  but  Christ  and  him  crucified  shall  she  have 

the  power  to  turn  the  world  upside  down,  and  rout 
the  marshalling  hosts  of  Satan. 

Los  Angeles,  Col. 

CONSECRATION. 

HUTCHISON. 

We  often  use,  or  see  used  by  the  pen  of  others, 

the  word  "consecration,"  and  we  sometimes  won- 
der just  how  much  we  mean  by  it.  When  we 

speak  of  consecrating  our  life  to  God,  we  ought  to 

think  of  what  we  read  in  Ex.  29:  29,  "  And  the  holy 

garments  of  Aaron  shall  be  his  sons'  after  him,  to 
be  anointed  therein,  and  to  be  consecrated  in 

them."  And  when  we  read  the  entire  chapter,  we 
learn  that  every  offering,  and  every  priest,  and  ev- 

ery garment  was  to  be  consecrated,  when  they 
come  before  the  Lord.  This  prompts  the  further 
notice  of  consecrate,  as  we  find  it  described  in  Josh. 
6:  19.  It  says,  "  But  all  the  silver,  and  gold,  and vessels  of  brass  and  iron,  are  consecrated  unto  the 

Lord." 

Here  we  notice  that  all  the  vessels  and  metals 
were  to  be  consecrated  to  the  Lord.  This  produces 
the  inquiry  now,  as  to  what  we  mean  when  we  talk 
about  consecrating  our  whole  life  to  God.  Do  we 
realize  that  this  takes  in  our  bodies,  our  money, 
our  food,  our  raiment,  and  all  that  we  are,  and  all 
we  have?  When  we  read  Rom.  12:  1,  we  are  made 
to  inquire,  What  use  has  the  Lord  for  our  bodies? 
But  when  we  turn  to  1  Cor.  6;  19,  20,  the  case  is 

clear,  for  that  says,  "What!  know  ye  not  that  your 
body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  in 

you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your 

own,"  etc.  It  seems  as  if  it  requires  a  long  time  for 
some  of  us  to  learn  that  we  are  but  stewards,  and 

not  lords.  We  read  in  I  Cor.  4:  2,  "  It  is  required 
in  stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful."  Conse- 

cration, we  should  understand  to  be,  a  full  sur- 

render of  our  will  to  God's  will,  so  that  [  Cor.  10: 
31  will  be  our  motto  in  all  things. 

McPherson,  /Cans. 

THE  DISCIPLES  AND  TRINE  IMMERSION. 

BY  JAMES  R.  GISH. 

It  may  be  true  that  Mr.  Daniel  Sommers,  in  one 

case,  rejected  trine  immersion,  but  the  Disciples,  as 

a  church,  not  only  take  into  their  fellowship  mem- 
bers baptized  by  trine  immersion,  but  a  minister 

in  good  standing  among  them  at  Roanoke,  111.,  act- 
ually did  baptize  two  or  three  applicants  by  trine 

immersion,  and  other  ministers  sanction  the  work 

by  holding  persons  so  baptized  in  good  fellow- 
ship. So  trine  immersion  like  gold,  while  they 

may  grumble  at  it,  yet  is  legal  tender  and  goes 
everywhere  at  par. 

As  to  accepting  any  challenge  for  debate,  always 
carry  the  debate  into  the  congregation  of  the  man 
that  makes  the  challenge.  When  you  give  this 
matter  a  little  thought  you  can  see  the  importance 
of  it.  In  this  way  the  truth  can  be  carried  into 
places  where  it  was  never  heard  in  its  fullness. 

Then  let  them  affirm  their  own  practice  by  the  Gos- 
pel. They  will  soon  find  where  they  are,  and  this 

rse  is  very  likely  to  take  all  the  debate  out  of 

them,  when  they  are  asked  to  take  Jesus  as  the 
Author  and  Finisher  of  their.faith. 

Stuttgart,  Ark. 

THE  LORD  OUR  RIOHTEOUSNESS. 

Number  Two. 

For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin; 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."— 2. 

Cor.  5:  21. 

Man  can  never  Satisfy  God  by  Works. — Since  nothi- 
ng short  of  absolute  perfection,  absolute  holiness, 

tbsolute  righteousness  can  satisfy  God's  claim  for 
justification,  it  seems  strange  that  any  man  would 

ever  think  of  laying  claim  to  justification  along  the 

line  of  works. 
The  folly  of  substituting  works  for  righteousness 

is  the  greatest  stumbling  block  in  the  church  to- 
day. It  is  the  wand  by  which  the  devil  charms  men 

and  women  into  self-righteousness,  and  by  which 
he  successfully  hinders  true  consecration  to  Christ, 
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Whenever  a  man  begins  to  depend  upon  his 

works,  he  will  at  once  begin  to  reason  as  Korah, 

Dathan,  and  Abiram  reasoned.  He  will  begin  to 

feel  like  the  Pharisee,— a  little  lack  of  consecration 

will  surely  make  no  difference  with  one  who  is  so 

good  in  God's  sight. 
True  consecration  will  give  more  of  the  spirit  of 

the  poor  publican,  and  the  cry  will  be:  "  Lord  1  do 
so  little;  help  me  to  do  more.  Lord,  not  my 

works,  but  thine  do  we  plead." 
Men  and  women  do  all  their  work  for  self,  and 

nothing  for  Christ  when  they  seek  justification  by 

works.  They  become  religious  misers,  their  re- 
ligion begins  and  ends  in  self;  it  is  niggardly  and 

selfish  in  all  its  bearings.  The  miser  starves  and 

freezes  himself,  practices  rigid  self-denial,— for 
what?  For  self,  to  gratify  a  morbid  craving  for 

gold,  to  have  something  for  old  age. 

The  religious  miser  attends  church,  squeezes  out 

his  pittance  to  help  the  poor,  to  help  build  church- 
es, and,  by  force  of  duty,  an  occasional  copper  to 

carry  the  Gospel  to  all  the  world,  prays  and  labors 
in  order  to  get  to  heaven  when  he  dies. 

He  niggardly  washes  feet,  salutes  with  a  kiss,  and 
wears  plain  clothes,  in  order  to  get  to  heaven  when 
he  dies.  Christ  will  say  to  every  religious  miser, 

"  Depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity."  "  I  nev- 
er knew  you."  Matt.  7:  23.  The  man  who  is  work- 

ing all  for  self  is  not  converted.  He  does  not  know 
the  joy  of  consecrated  service. 

The  man  who  works  for  the  Lord  from  a  sense  of 

duty  is  under  the  bondage  of  sin.  He  has  never 

stepped  into  the  glad,  free  service  of  the  child  who 
walks  in  the  light  of  life. 

If  mere  works  could  satisfy  God's  claim,  the  re- 
ligious miser,  and  the  professor  who  bravely  obeys 

the  Lord  because  it  is  his  duty  to  obey,  would 

stand  blameless.  The  consecrated  child  obeys  be- 
cause he  loves;  self  is  dropped  out.  The  thought 

of  duty,  as  such,  is  lost  in  loving  service. 

If  works  could  be  made  to  satisfy  God  we  would 
have  no  use  for  Christ,  no  use  for  the  atonement, 

for  works  would  carry  us  upon  their  own  merit. 
The  devil  would  gladly  get  us  to  substitute  our 

works  for  Christ's  righteousness. 
When  we  do  all  we  can,  our  lives  are  full  of  mis- 

takes, full  of  failures;  and  because  of  these,  we 

could  have  no  righteousness  if  God  had  not  foreor- 
dained that  we  should  be  righteous  by  the  blood  of 

Jesus.  The  Christian,  who  depends  upon  his  works 
for  perfection,  is  no  better  than  the  moral  man. 

Both  alike  deny  the  virtue  of  Christ's  life  and 
work. 

If  the  Christian  can  be  saved  by  his  works,  so  can 

the  moral  man,  but  all  who  depend  upon  their 
works  are  deluded  by  the  devil. 

God  has  set  a  standard,  and  that  standard  is  ab- 

solute perfection,  and  no  man  can  reach  it  by  his 

works.  "  If  the  righteous  scarcely  be  saved  where 
shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear?"  I  Pet. 
4:  18.  The  man  who  depends  upon  his  good  works 

is  an  ungodly  man,— that  is  he  is  without  God,  and 
cannot  be  saved. 

Good  works,  coupled  to  obedience  of  ordinances 

and  ceremony,  can  not  make  a  man  righteous.  Our 
only  righteousness  is  Christ,  our  Substitute. 

We  stand  justified  by  Christ's  righteousness. 
"  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by 
the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the 

Holy  Ghost."  Titus  3:  5.  God  "  hath  saved  us 
and  called  us  with  a  holy  calling,  not  according  to 
our  works,  but  according  to  his  own  purpose  and 
grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before 

the  world  began."     2  Tim.  1:0.. 

We  are  saved  not  according  to  works,  but  accord- 

ing to  God's  own  purpose,  that  Christ  may  be  all  in 
all.  "  Ye  are  saved  by  grace  through  faith  and  that 
not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God:  Not  of 

works,  lest  any  man  should  boast."     Eph.  2:  8,  9. 
All  who  depend  upon  their  works  for  salvation 

belong  to  the  class  who  "  being  ignorant  of  God's 
righteousness,  and  going  about  to  establish  their 

own  righteousness,  have  not  submitted  themselves 

unto  the  righteousness  of  God."     Rom.  10:  3. 
Works  cannot  save  because  they  cannot  give 

righteousness. 
Bridgcwater,  Va. 

THE  FOUR  SEASONS. 

BY  J.  H.  MILLER. 

We  have  spring  as  the  beginning  of  life,  when  all 
nature  comes  forth  in  her  beauty,  the  spear  of 
grass,  the  budding  of  the  trees,  the  sweet  warble  of 
birds,  the  warm  showers  of  rain,  and  the  soft 

breezes  from  the  sunny  south,  all  together  are  in- 
viting and  bring  forth  new  life. 

The  human  life  may  be  divided  into  four  sea- 

sons: 
1.  Spri»g  Time. — In  this  period  we  have  the 

youth  up  to  twenty  years  of  age.  How  tender  the 
youth!  The  body  full  and  plump!  The  limbs 
nimble  and  active!  The  five  senses  full  and  com- 

plete. The  memory  reaching  out  and  retaining! 

I  notice  often  in  the  young  mind  a  restless  dispo- 
sition,— looking  forward  to  a  time  of  manhood  or 

womanhood.  The  first  twenty  years  of  life  seem- 

ingly move  so  slowly.  The  mind  is  desirous  of  a  ful- 
ly developed  body, — hence  a  rapid  stride  for  knowl- 

edge and  power. 

2.  The  Summer  Time  of  Life. — This  will  reach  from 
twenty  to  forty.  This  seems  to  be  the  period  in 
which  the  body  can  undergo  the  most  hardships. 
In  this  period  men  do  more  hard  work  than  any 

o'her.  In  the  summer  time  of  life  men  and  women 
genrrally  make  a  mark.  The  farmer,  the  merchant, 

the  school  teacher,  the  business  man,— all  lay  a 
foundation  for  future  life.  This  is  the  most  desira- 

ble (in  addition  to  the  former  period),  to  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  Christian  work,  and  make  a  mark  in  the 

world,  as  did  the  old  workers  in  Bible  times.  The 

evangelists  John,  Paid,  and  Timothy,  made  a  mark 
in  early  life.  Their  work  was  done  in  the  summer  of 

life,  while  they  had  strength  and  courage. 

3.  Autumn. — The  third  period  of  the  year  will 
will  change  the  color  of  vegetation.  In  the  autumn 

vegetables  begin  to  ripen,  leaves  begin  to  fall, 
heavy  frosts  will  chill  the  air,  the  wind  sweeps 

around  the  cottage  home.  All  nature  is  undergo- 
ing a  change.  The  autumn  time  of  life  will  reach 

from  forty  to  sixty.  In  this  period  we  are  go- 
ing over  the  summit.  Life  is  like  going  up  and 

down  hill.  In  the  autumn  of  life  the  body  will  fade 
away,  the  hair  will  turn  to  a  silver  gray,  the  eye  ball 
will  flatten,  and  lose  its  power,  the  ear  becomes  dull 

of  hearing,  the  teeth  will  decay  and  drop  out,  the 

body  will  move  more  slowly  and  soon  will  falter  by 
the  way.  When  we  pass  the  fiftieth  mile-stone,  life 
is  rolling  us  down  hill.  Before  we  reach  the  fifti- 

eth mile-stone,  days,  weeks,  months  and  years 
seemingly  pass  slowly.  After  that  we  feel  like  put- 

ting on  the  brakes.  How  of  en  have  I  heard  the  re- 

mark, "  How  short  this  summer  or  winter  has  been!  " 
The  older  we  get,  the  swifter  time  rolls  us  on  to eternity. 

4.  The  winter  time  of  life.— This  reaches  from  sixty 
to  eighty.  "  The  days  of  our  years  are  threescore 
years  and  ten:  and  if  by  reason  of  strength  they  be 
fourscore  years,  yet  is  their  strength,  labor  and 
sorrow;  for  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly  away. 
Psa.  90:  10. 

If  we  live  the  allotted  time,  eighty  years  will  wind 
up  our  earthly  career.  Some  have  the  privilege  to 
live  on  borrowed  time,  and  reach  ninety  or  one 
hundred,  and  a  few  reach  over  one  hundred.  I 
once  conversed  with  a  lady  that  was  one  hundred 
and  ten  years  of  age. 

The  winter  time  of  life  is  frail.  Often  the  eye 
will  lose  its  sight,  the  ear  its  hearing,  and  the  mouth 
its  teeth,  leaving  the  appearance  of  decay  and  de- 

crepitude. In  old  age  the  mind  is  easily  dis- 
turbed, and  the  body  easily  chilled.  Walking,  the 

feeble  frame  must  lean  upon  a  staff.  Soon  all'  will be  silent  in  death. 
The  winter  period  brings  frost,  snow  and  ice.  All 

nature  seems  chilled  with  a  sweeping  wind  passing 
over  the  earth,    In  the  fourth  season  of  life  the  icy 

hand  of  death  will  lay  the  body  low,  the  pale  mes- 
senger of  death  will  chill  the  body,  so  much  so,  that 

it  must  go  back  to  its  mother  earth.  When  winter 
comes,  vegetables  will  die,  and  the  strength  is 
driven  back  into  the  roots.  The  earth  holds  either 

the  seed  or  the  strength  until  spring  comes.  So 

will  the  wintry  blast  sweep  over  the  land  and  chill 
the  body  until  it  dies.  Then  it  will  go  to  the  grave 

(its  mother  earth)  until  the  spring  time  of  the  res- 
urrection, when  a  new  body  will  come  forth.  Paul 

tells  us,  "That  which  thou  sowest  is  not  quickened 

except  it  die."     I  Cor.  15:  36. 
In  order  that  we  may  live  again  we  must  die.  It 

is  appointed  unto  man  once  to  die,  but  after  this 

the  judgment."     Heb.  9:  27. 
Man  in  his  birth,  life  and  death  will  pass  through 

those  four  changes  if  he  lives  his  allotted  time. 
How  necessary  to  live  right  in  our  youth,  grow  in 
favor  with  God  in  our  manhood,  walk  with  God  in 
the  decline  of  life,  and  with  Elijah  cross  the  valley 

of  death,  and  rise  to  eternal  life  in  the  morning  of 
sweet  eternity! 

Goshen,  bid. 

LEADINO  US  INTO  TEMPTATION. 

BY  P.  LANDIS  FIKE. 

In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  51,  page  208,  first  col- 

umn, I  noticed  a  piece,  headed,  "  Lead  us  not  into 

temptation,"  on  which  I  want  to  offer  a  few 
thoughts.  I  do  not  claim  to  thoroughly  under- 

stand it,  but  I  do  not  understand  it  as  the  writer  of 

the  article.  He  renders  it,  "  Suffer  us  not  to  be  led 

into  temptation."  I  claim  the  Lord  will  suffer  his 
children  to  be  led  into  temptation,  by  Satan,  to 

prove  them.  Turn  to  Job  1:  12,  "And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Satan,  Behold,  all  that  he  hath  is  in  thy 

power."  Job  2:  6.  "And  the  Lord  said  unto  Sa- 
tan, Behold,  he  is  in  thine  hand."  If  the  Lord  suf- 

fered his  faithful  to  be  tempted  then,  why  not  his 

children  now?  Notice  Matt.  4:  1.  "Then  was  Je- 
sus led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  to  he 

tempted  of  the  devil.  Here  Christ  was  led  into 

temptation.  What  was  this  for,  if  not  as  an  exam- 
ple for  us?  We  would  not  be  good  workers  in  the 

vineyard  of  the  Lord  if  not  tempted.  The  Apostle 

James  says,  "  Blessed  is  the  man  that  endureth 

temptation."     James  1:  12. 
Paul  says,  "  For  in  that  he  himself  hath  suffered, 

being  tempted."     Heb.  2:  18;  also  read  Heb.  4:  15. 

I  do  not  think  to  be  "  led  into  temptation  " 
means  to  give  way  to  that  temptation.  It  means 
simply  that  we  are  tested.  The  Apostle,  in  1  Cor. 

10:  13,  says,  "  There  hath  no  temptation  taken  you, 
but  such  as  is  common  to  man,  and  he  will  not  suf- 

fer us  to  be  tempted  above  that  we  are  able."  We 
may  sometimes  think  it  is  more  than  we  can  bear, 
but  this  is  because  we  do  not  put  our  entire  trust 
in  our  Redeemer. 

Eglon,  IV.  Va. 

DO  I  KNOW  JESUS? 

BY  MARY  HOOVER. 

"  Have  I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  hast  thou  not known  me,  Philip?" — John  14:  9. 

This  language  of  our  Savior,  to  one  of  his  chosen 
disciples,  suggests  three  prominent  thoughts: 

1.  The  possibility  of  being  a  professed  follower 
of  Jesus  and  yet  not  knoiving  him. 

2.  The  change  that  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  him  will  necessarily  bring  about. 

3.  The  effect  this  will  have  on  the  world.  The 

first  question,  then,  that  arises  for  each  one  to  an- 
swer is,  Am  I  acquainted  with  Jesus?  Have  I 

been  with  him  as  a  professed  follower  for  a  long 

time  (years  perhaps)  and  yet  do  not  know  him? 
How  much  of  the  time  do  I  spend  in  his  divine 
company,  talking  to  him  and  studying  his  holy 
Word?  How  many  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four 
do  I  spend  in  sweet  communion  with  him?  Are 
his  love,  his  commands  and  his  work  the  first  ob- 

ject of  our  lives?  Which  do  we  love  the  more  and 
work  the  harder  for,— Christ  or  the  world?    Hear 
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what  he  says:  «  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  Methinks  wh 
our  blessed  Master  addressed  Philip,  he  may  also 
have  said,  "  Philip,  did  you  not  come  when  I  re- 

quested you  to  follow  me?  Did  you  not  even 
preach  my  name,  and  call  sinners  to  repentance? ble  that  you  have  been  with  me  all  this 

:  seen  my  deeds  of  love,  have  heard  my 
jracious  words  and  have  seen  my  power  mani- 

fested and  yet  have  not  known  me,  and  recognized 
:he  Father  in  me,  Philip?" 

The    question  again  suggests  itself  quite  forci- 

Isiti 

'ith  Je 
Th< 

make 

ny  associa 
life?     Th< 

sly,  How  well  am  I  acquainted 
second  thought  then  com 

him,  what  preceptible  change  will  tl 
me?  Will  it  not  change  my  appearan 
versation,  my  actions,  my  desires,  and 

tions?  Will  it  not  change  my  whoh 

Apostle  Paul  says,  "Therefore  if  any  man  be 
Christ  he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things  have  passed 
away;  and  behold,  all  things  have  become  new." 

2  Cor.  5:  17.  Again,  "Wherefore  come  out  from 
among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord, 
and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing;  and  I  will  re- 

ceive you."  2  Cor.  6:  17.  "Having  these  prom- 
ises, dearly  beloved,  let  us  cleanse  ourselves  from 

all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  ho- 

liness in  the  fear  of  God."     2  Cor.  7:  1. 
If  we   follow   these  instructions,  will  we  not  be 

preceptibly   changed?    We  will,    indeed,  be    new 

creatures.     What  does   this  imply?    Certainly  tin 
same  body  is  here,  but  our  desires,  our  aspiration; 
our  appearance,  our  life  is  changed  from  all   filthi- 

ness of  the  flesh  and  spirit.     Peter  say; 
then  that  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved,  what 

manner  of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  c 

versation    and  godliness."     2  Pet.  3:   II.     "But 
he  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so  be  ye  holy 

all  manner  of  conversation."     I  Pet.   I:   15.     Ag 
he  says,  "  But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal 
priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people;  that 
ye  should  show  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath 

called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvelous  light. 
1  Pet.  2:  9. 

John  tells  us,  "  Love  not  the  world,  neither  th 
things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man  love  th 

world  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 
John  2:  15.  If  we  know  Jesus  fully,  will  we  be  er 

gaged  in  light-minded  joking  and  foolish  talking? 

No,  no.  Peter  says,  "  In  all  holy  conversation 

godliness," — dead  to  the  world.  "  For  ye  are 
and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God."  Col. 
When  we  consider  these  references  with  so  many 

others,  the  question  again  arises,  "How  well  do  I 
know  Jesus?  " 

The  third  thought  is,  that  if  those  of  us  who  pro- 
fess to  know  and  follow  him  will  reflect  the  light 

that  will  certainly  shine  if  Christ  and  the  Father 
are  in  us,  the  world  will  become  converted. 

Christ's  prayer,  John  17:  21,  is,  "  that  his  followers 
all  may  be  one;  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in 
thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us:  that  the 

world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me." 
This  oneness  in  Christ's  followers,  reflecting  the 

divine  glory  of  the  Father  and  Son  in  us  will  make 

us  perfect  in  one.  He  again  says,  "that  the  world 
may  know  that  thou  hast  sent  me." 

In  his  sermon  on  the  Mount,  Matt.  5:  14-16.  he 

says,  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  that 
is  set  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid.  Neither  do  men 

light  a  candle  and  put  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a 
candlestick;  and  it  giveth  light  unto  all  that  are  in 
the  house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men, 
that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify 

your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 
If,  by  our  good  works  and  godly  life,  men  may 

become  constrained  to  glorify  our  Father  which  is 
in  heaven,  will  this  not  mean  the  conversion  of  the 
world? 

Our  blessed  Savior,  in  his  prayer,  recorded  in 

John  17:  3,  says,  "And  this  is  life  eternal  that  they 
might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 

Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent." 
Kind  reader,  is  this,  then,  not  very  important 

that  those  of  us,  who  profess  to  be  his  intimate 
friends,  see  that  we  reflect  the  divine  image  of  the 

Father  and  Son  in  our  bodies  and  spirits  which  are 
his,  and  strive  each  day  to  become  better  acquaint- ed with  Jesus? 

Chatham,  Ohio. 

DID  I  BUT  KNOW. 

Sometimes  the  query  arises  in  the  mind,  "  1  won- 
der if  the  Lord  really  notices  all  the  little  things 

that  tire,  trouble  and  worry  me  so  while  stemming 
the  storm  of  life.  Ah,  yes,  what  peace  it  would  af- 

ford if  I  only  knew." 
Doubting  heart,  be  still,  murmur  not,  for  he  real- 
ly does  notice  all.  If  the  hairs  of  your  head  are 

numbered,  and  each  little  tiny  sparrow  is  an  object 
of  his  care,  why  should  not  you  share  in  his  all- abounding  love  and  sympathy? 

The  poet  asks  this  all-absorbing  question,  and  by 
faith  gives  the  true  answer: 

"  I  wonder  if  He  really  shares 
In  all  my  little  human  cares— 

This  mighty  King  of  kings! 

If  He  who  guides  through  boundless  space 
Each  blazing  planet  in  its  place 
Can  have  the  condescending  grace 

To  mind  these  petty  things! 

Blent  with  each  ill  would  come  such  bliss. 
That  I  might  covet  pain! 

Dear  Lord,  my  heart  hath  not  a  doubt 
That  thou  dost  compass  me  about, 

With  sympathy  divine, 
Thy  love  for  me,  once  crucified 
Is  not  the  love  to  leave  my  side, 
But  waiteth  ever  to  divide 

Each  smallest  care  of  mine." 

If  this  be  true,— and  who  that  believes  his  Word 
can  doubt  it?— we  should  take  all  our  troubles  to 

him  as  the  little  child  seeks  its  mother  for  sympa- 

thy and  help  when  in  trouble.  It  is  this  abiding 
faith  and  trust  in  God  that  enables  the  Christian  to 

endure  trials  and  disappointments,  bereavements 
and  sorrows,  and  rest  lovingly  under  the  shadow  of 

his  wings,  supported  by  his  everlasting  arms. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

A  writer  in  the  Congrcgation/ilist  tells  of  a  Bap- 

tist preacher  "  who  never  searched  to  find  a  text, 

and  never  labored  to  make  a  plan  of  discourse." 
He  waited  until  a  text  was  impressed  upon  him  as 
the  one  suitable  for  the  occasion.  Sometimes  the 

last  hymn  before  the  sermon  would  be  well-nigh 
concluded  before  the  text  came,  but  it  always  came 
in  time  for  the  sermon  that  followed.  This  case  is 

not  given  as  an  example  to  be  followed.  Even  a 
faithful  and  constant  student  of  the  Bible,  as  this 
man  is  said  to  have  been,  will  find  such  a  course 

very  hazardous.  A  man  deeply  spiritual'  and  full 
of  the  Word  of  God  may  now  and  again  deliver  a 
most  excellent  discourse  out  of  the  fullness  of  his 

knowledge  and  experience,  without  special,  immedi- 

ate preparation,  but  let  thr-  beginner  avoid  the  risk 
— indeed,  the  certainty — of  failure  that  such  a 
course  will  secure  for  him. 

•^-THE  t  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOLS 

THE  MINISTRY  OF  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST— Luke  2: 

15-aa. 
(Lesson  for  Jan.  ,q,  iSai.) 

Time.— A.  D.  26. 
Place. — The  wilderness  of  Judea,  a  rough,  moun- 

:ainous  and  thinly  populated  district  stretching 

llong  the  west  side  of  the  Jordan  and  the  Dead 

Persons.— John,  the  people,  Herod  and  Jesus. 
Introductory. — Eighteen  years  have  passed 

since  Jesus  at  the  age  of  twelve  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  passover  at  Jerusalem.  Quietly,  in  his 

humble  home  at  Nazareth,  our  Lord  has  grown 

from  boyhood  to  manhood.  For  more  than  four 

hundred  years  the  voice  of  prophecy  has  been  al- 
most entirely  hushed.  Suddenly  "a  young  man  of 

priestly  lineage,  clad  in  a  mantle  of  skin,  and  hav- 
ing his  home  in  the  wilderness,  stands  beside  the 

Jordan,  proclaiming  the  word  of  the  Lord."  This 
is  John  the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord, 

whose  ministry  we  are  now  to  study. 

I.  JOHN   THE    PREACHER. 

1.  He  was  pea/liar.  "All  men  mused  in  their 
hearts  of  John,  whether  he  were  the  Christ,  or  not." 
He  was  so  stern  and  uncomprising  in  his  words,  so 
self-exacting  in  his  life,  so  unlike  other  men  in  all 

things  that  it  was  a  question  as  to  whether  he  were 
not  the  Messiah.  We  need  uncompromising  preach- 

ers to-dry,— preachers  whose  lives  and  sermons  are 
more  unworldly  than  is  often  the  case.  It  is  a  pity 
that  we  should  have  preachers  who  are  so  like  the 
world  in  their  lives  and  manners  that  it  must  be 

said  of  them  that  "  All  men  muse  in  their  hearts  of 

I  hem,  whether  they  are  Christians,  or  not." 
2.  He  was  self  forget  fid.  "John  answered,  .... 

one  mightier  than  I  cometh,  the  latchet  of  whose 

shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose."  What  a  good 
opportunity  he  had,  when  many  were  ready  to  ac- 

cept him  as  the  Messiah,  to  declare  himself  the 

king  of  the  Jews  and  make  himself  a  great  name! 
But  his  mission  was,  not  to  preach  himself,  but  to 
preach  Christ.  We  have,  in  this  age,  too  many 
Johns,  whose  mission  seems  to  be  to  preach  John, 
too  few  who  are  preaching  Jesus  only;  too  many 
preachers  who  arc  trying  to  be  true  to  themselves, 
too  few  whose  first  purpose  it  is  to  be  true  to  their 
Lord  and  Christ.  He  who  consumes  twenty  min- 

utes in  a  thirty  minute  sermon  in  telling  what  he 
has  done  for  the  Lord  and  only  ten  minutes  in  tell- 

ing what  the  Lord  has  done  for  him,  is  making  him- 
self mightier  than  the  Lord,  instead  of  saying,  with 

John,  He  is  "  mightier  than  I." 
3.  He  was  candid.  He  preached  that  the  Lord 

"  will  gather  the  wheat  into  his  garner;  but  the 

chaff  he  will  burn  with  fire  unquenchable."  Ac- 

cording to  John's  preaching  the  garner  is  a  clean 
place,— a  place  for  the  wheat  only.  The  chaff  is  to 
be  otherwise  disposed  of.  It  is  not  wrong  to  have 

some  sermons  with  all  "garner"  and  no  "fire  un- 
quenchable," I  suppose,  but  we  should  take  care 

that  we  do  not  siy  so  little  about  the  latter  as  to 
leave  the  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  there  is  no  such  thing.  It  is  a  pity  that 

preachers  should  be  so  afraid  of  harrowing  the  feel- 
ings of  their  hearers  as  to  preach  both  wheat  and 

chaff  into  the  garner  and  represent  heaven  as  the 
common  receptacle  for  everything,  both  good  and 
bad,  when  the  teachings  of  Scripture  are  so  plainly 
to  the  contrary. 

II.  JOHN  THE  SUFI-ERER, 

"  Herod   shut  up  John  in  prison,"  because 
he  boldly  denounced  "  all  the  evils  which  Herod 

had  done."  The  question  in  John's  mind  was  not 
whether  he  would  suffer  for  what  he  said  but  wheth- 

er be  ought  to  say  it.  So  long  as  there  is  the  ele- 

ment of  evil  in  society  it  is  the  minister's  duty  to 
denoun'-e  it,  let  the  consequences  be  as  they  may. 
And  so  long  as  there  is  evil  in  society  the  good 

may  expect  to  suffer  unjustly,  and  he  who  never 

strikes  sin  vigorously  enough  to  provoke  a  resent- 
ment may  well  question  as  to  whether  he  is  as  ag- 

gressive in  his  batt'e  against  evil  as  he  should  be. 
Let  come  what  will,  the  true  servant  of  God  must 

speak  against  evil  in  places  high  and  low. 

III.  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST. 

I.  Baptism  sanctioned.  While  going  forward  faith- 
fully in  the  work  of  making  disciples  of  his  humble 

brethren,  John  was  so  highly  honored  as  to  be 
called  upon  to  administer  the  rite  of  baptism  to  the 
Lord  himself.  Thus  the  Lord  places  his  sanction 

upon  this  rite  and  teaches  us  that  if  He  who  is 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  would  submit  to 
the  rite,  it  becomes  no  poor  mortal  man  to  regard 
it  as  beneath  him.  It  was  necessary  to  a  fulfillment 
of  all  righteousness  then;  it  is  necessary  now. 

2.  Baptism  bit ssed.  This  baptism  was  followed  by 
the  opening  of  heaven,  the  descent  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  special  recognition  of  the  Father.  If  we  would 
have  heaven  opened  to  our  spiritual  vision  in  the 
most  blessed  sense,  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 

Spirit  and  be  recognized  as  the  true  children  of  the 
Father,  members  of  the  body  of  Christ,  we  must 

yield  our  spirits  in  repentance  and  our  bodies  in 

baptism,  for  "  he  that  belicveth  and  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved."  James  M.  Neff. 

Frititdale,  Ala. 
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THE  TRUE  PATH  TO  HEAVEN. 

SELECTED   I 

.  Gutl,- There  is  a  path  that  leads 

All  others  go  astray,— 
Narrow  hut  pleasant  is  the  road 

And  Christians  love  the  way. 

It  leads  straight  through  this  world  of  sin, 

And  dangers  must  he  passed. 
But  those  who  holdly  walk  therein 

Will  come  to  heaven  at  last. 

While  the  hroad  road  where  thousands  go 

urn  aside,  I  know Andr 

To  walk  with  s 

But  le: 
i  then 

t  my  feeble  steps  should  slide 
Or  wander  from  tby  way, 

Lord,  condescend  to  be  my  guide 
And  I  shall  never  stray. 

fftirrisburg,  Pa. 

REAL  HUMILITY. 

ER. 

"He 
.but  I  1 

,rd  for  1 
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ust  decrease." — John  3:  30. 

alt  another  when  we  our- 

re  being  exalted.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  ex- 

virtues  of  another  when  our  own  virtues, 

our  own  work,  and  our  own  reputation  are  being 
held  up  before  the  gaze  of  an  approving  people. 
It  is  hard  to  conquer  self.  The  hardest  battle  ev- 

er fought  is  the  battle  with  self.  It  requires  great- 
er bravery,  greater  determination,  greater  heroism, 

greater  patriotism  to  subdue  our  own  selfish  pro- 
pensities than  it  does  to  face  the  enemy  upon  a 

hundred  battlefields.  But  in  this  great  battle  with 
self,  beads  of  sweat  and  briny  tears  are  the  blood 
we  shed,  the  shafts  of  Satan  are  the  leaden  balls 

that  we  meet,  and  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the 
bursting  of  shells  are  but  the  sirenic  whispers  of 
the  evil  one. 

John  the  Baptist,  possessing  real  humility,— the 
humility  that  can  say,  "  I  am  not  worthy  to  un- 

loose the  latchet  of  his  shoe,"  and  "one  Cometh 
mightier  than  I,"— was  enabled  to  say,  "  He  must 
increase,  but  I  must  decrease."  His  prophecy  was 
true.  Christ  has  increased  from  that  day.  We  ex- 

alt him  in  every  prayer  we  make.  The  apostles 
exalted  him  in  all  they  said  and  did.  The  angels 
of  heaven  exalt  him,  for  they  chanted  heavenly 
harmony  at  his  carnal  birth.  God  himself  exalts 
him  when  he  says,  "This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased;  hear  him."  But  can  we 
not  exalt  him  more  than  we  do?  How?  By  lov- 

ing and  serving  his  church  in  every  capacity  in 
which  we  are  able,  and  by  making  ourselves  able, 
in  a  multiplicity  of  ways,  in  which  we  are  incapa- 

ble now.  By  taking  the  church  into  the  world 
without  taking  the  world  into  the  church.  By 
waging  a  ceaseless  warfare  with  self,  and  letting 
our  friends  and  neighbors  and  enemies  see  that  we are  victors. 

lility 

degradatii 
mean  a  dc 

Some  tak 

not 

He 

ot  mean  self-debasement,  self 

or  self-abandonment.  It  does  nol 
n-cast  face  before  men  but  before  God 

pride  in  their  humility.  Such  is 

real  humility.  If  we  feel  proud  of  the  fact  that 

look  humble  to  an  observer,  we  do  wrong.  " 

hateth  a  proud  look,"  of  course  refers  to  the  mie 
or  cast  of  the  countenance.  Men  who  have  all  ex 

ternal  appearances  of  humility,  except  a  prou 

look  upon  the  countenance,  are  still  guilty  of  th 

proud  look. 
It  is  told  that  at  one  time  a  pr 

minister  was  invited  by  Spurge 

pulpit  one  Sunday  morning.  Th 
wrongly  felt  elated  at  the  invitation, 
time  arrived,  walked  with  proud  step  and  proud 
looks  up  into  the  pulpit.  But  his  mind  failed  to 

perform  its  proper  functions,  his  words  became  in- 
distinct and  his  sentences  disconnected,  and  lie 

was  compelled  to  leave  the  pulpit  in  the  greatest 
abjection  and,  as  he  seemed  to  think,  disgrace. 

Mr.  Spurgeon  then  ascended  the  pulpit  and,  turn- 

ing to  the  young  minister,  said,  "  Had  you  come  up 
into  the  pulpit  in  the  manner  in  which  you  went 
down,  then  you  might  have  gone  down  as  you  went 

up."  He  might  have  added,  "To  you  this  is  prob- 
ably your  best  sermon,  but  to  your  audience  the 

worst." 

Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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INDIVIDUAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

BY  WEALTHY  A.  BURKHOLDER. 

That  every  one  of  us  must  give  an  account  of 

imself  is  plainly  taught  in  the  Scriptures.  We 
rill  be  held   responsible   for  every   idle   word    we onduct,  but,  to 

t  upon 

deep- nter  the  church.  They 

that  they  are  making 

did  be 
speak,  and  not  only  for  our  own  c 

a  certain  extent,   for  the  influence  ' 
others.     Individual  responsibility  sh 

ly  impressed  upon  all 
should   be   made  to 

a  contract  with  God,  and  their  success  in  the  Chris- 

tian life,  as  well  as  that  of  those  with  whom  they 
are  closely  associated,  depends  a  great  deal  on 

their  influence.  None  can  afford  to  act  independ- 
ent of  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  church,  which 

we  profess  to  love,  and  where  we  promised  to  live 
and  labor. 

The  success  and  purity  of  the  church  depends 
upon  us  individually.  If  every  one  who  professes 
Christianity  would  exemplify  it  in  every  particu- 

lar,—be  a  "living  epistle  known  and  read  of  all 

men,"— then  the  church  would  be  pure.  Individu- 
al responsibility  is  not  taught  nor  felt  as  it  should 

be,  and  until  this  is  the  case,  we  cannot  expect 
the  church,  as  a  body,  to  prosper  as  it  should. 
Each  one  should  feel  concerned  in  this  matter 

and  not  try  to  do  anything  that  is  inconsistent 
with  the  profession  we  have  made,  nor  mar  the 
feelings  of  those  who  are  interested  in  our  divine 

progress. "  To  every  man  his 

cupy  the  same  positic 
callings  in  life,  but  ot 
to  the  Master.  Christ 

carpenter-shop,  and  so  to-day,  those  who  are  liv- 
ing to  his  honor  and  glory,  give  honor  and  dig- 
nity to  any  humble  sphere  in  life  they  may  occupy. 

It  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  only  the  world's  great 
men  and  women,— those  who  stand  prominent  in 
church  and  State,— are  the  noble  in  God's  sight. 
The  humblest  living,  perhaps,  in  obscurity,  away 
from  the  gaze  of  a  gay  and  applauding  world,  may 
be  performing  his  duties  with  a  greater  zeal,  and 
with  more  of  that  spirit  which  characterized  the 
mission  and  life  of  Christ,  than  the  former  class. 

Individual  responsibility  is  very  much  needed 
among  the  young  people,  and  especially  the  young 
women.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  young 
women  to  discountenance  evil  in  whatever  form 
it  appears.  Were  they  to  take  a  more  decided 
stand  against  tobacco  and  tippling,  there  would 
be  a  reformation  in  the  land.  They  wield  a  mighty 
influence  and  should  individually  labor  for  purity 
and  holiness^in  the  lives  of  the  young  men  who 

;  no  le 

not  all  oc- 1  different 

acceptable 

seek  their  society.  A  great  and  important  work 

is  assigned  to  the  young  women  of  to-day  and 
they  should  arise  from  their  lethargy  and  work  with 
the  zeal  that  the  cause  demands. 

The  thought,  then,  that  we  are  not  only  re- 
sponsible for  our  life,  but  also  for  the  influence 

we  exert  upon  others,  should  incite  us  to  greater 
diligence  to  labor  for  the  elevation  of  humanity 

and  for  the  purity  and  upbuilding  of  our  own  be- 
loved Brotherhood.  Time  is  passing,  and  many 

golden  opportunities  are  being  sadly  neglected 
with  still  sadder  results.  In  the  great  day  of  set- 

tlement let  it  not  be  said  of  us  we  neglected  our 

duty  and  failed  to  fill  the  mission  given,  but  rather 

let  us  merit  the  plaudit,  "  She  hath  done  what 

she  could." 
"We  live  in  deeds,  not  years;  in  thoughts,  not  in  breaths; 
In  feelings;  not  in  figures  on  a  dial; 

We  should  count  time  by  heart-throbs;  he  most  lives, 

Who  thinks  most,  feels  noblest,  acts  the  best." 
Neivburg.  Pa. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

— Every  Sunday  school  teacher  will  be  greatly 

helped  by  reading,  "  The  Seven  Laws  of  Teaching." 
— If  you  wish  to  read  towards  greater  devotfon, 

read  the  "  Non-Such  Professor." 
— If  you  want  to  know  what  missions  can  do 

for  the  very  lowest,  read  the  "  Cannibals  of  New 

Guinea." 

— I  notice  that  in  the  hospital  some  are  continu- 
ally complaining,  while  others  are  well  satisfied. 

The  nurses,  with  their  white  caps  and  plain  man- 
ner of  dress,  give  the  most  careful  attention  to 

all  the  patients.  The  food  is  adapted  to  the 

physical  condition  of  the  patient,  and  everything 
is  neat,  clean  and  airy.  All  the  attendants  do 
their  best  to  add  to  your  comfort. 

— I  notice,  too,  in  the  hospital,  that  some  pa- 
tients are  constantly  manufacturing  sympathy  for 

themselves,  while  others  suffer  quietly.  Those 
of  the  first  class  get  little  sympathy  from  their 

fellow-patients,  while  those  of  the  second  class 
get  much.  Some  people,  out  of  the  hospital, 
would  have  more  friends  if  they  would  not  mag- 

nify their  own  sorrows  so  much. 

— The  happiest  person  in  the  world  always  has 
something  to  do,  and  has  nothing  at  all  that  he 
does  not  regard  as  entirely  belonging  to  the  Lord. 

—The  silver  rupee,  value  twenty-five  to  thy-ty 
cents,  is  the  largest  coin  in  India.  There  is  no 

gold  coin,  because  as  soon  as  a  native  gets  hold 
of  a  gold  coin  he  buries  it  or  makes  it  into  orna- 

ments to  wear,  so  he  can  keep  it.  Is  the  same  not 
true  of  many  Christians?  They  have  fine  gold  in 
their  new-born  life,  but  they  bury  it  lest  they 
should  lose  it.  With  such  the  Lord  is  not  well 

pleased. —Several  mornings  early  I  went  to  the  top  of 
the  hospital  tower,  elevated  a  little  above  the 
roof,  to  look  about  and  to  be  alone  in  Communion 
with  God.  I  noticed  that  the  higher  up  one  gets 
the  farther  he  can  see.  Then  I  thought  of  the 
fact  spiritually.  The  higher  up  we  are  the  farther 
we  see,  until  very  close  to  God,  when  we  can  see 
the  whole  suffering,  sinful  world,  and  desire,  seek, 
labor,  give,  pray  for  the  conversion  of  people,  even 
in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

—If  half  of  all  our  ministers,  and  two  hundred 
more,  could  be  at  once  sent  to  India,  and  counted 
with  the  thousand  missionaries  already  there,  each 
one  would  have  20,000  people  to  learn  from  his 
lips  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ. 

—If  I  have  no  talent  but  a  regenerated  life, 
shall  I  hide  that  to  keep  it  from  the  evil  of  the 
world?  Then,  whom  shall  I  represent,  in  the  par- 

able of  the  talents,  when  the  Lord  shall  come? 

— In  many  of  our  large  American  cities  may  be 
found  a  comfortable  restaurant,  with  Scripture  texts 
on  the  walls  and  Dennett's  on  the  front  window. 
The  employees  hold  a  prayer  service  each  morn- 

ing before  opening,  and  the  restaurants  are  not 
open  Sundays.  Well,  years. ago  Mr.  Dennett  was 
a  railroad   engineer,   but  quit  the  service  because 
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he  had  to  work  on  Sundays.  Now  he  is  probably the  richest  restaurant  man  in  the  world. 

— The  church  is  like  a  hospital  in  some  respects. 
They  won't  let  a  man  go  out  of  the  hospital  until he  is  well,  and  when  he  is  well  they  send  him  out 
at  once.  The  church  has  great  need  to  send  out 
no  teachers  but  those  who  are  well,— willing  to 
stand  by  the  church,  able  to  defend  any  Gospel 
truth,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  when  she 
has  such  well  ones,  she  ought  to  send  them  to  the field  at  once. 

— One  morning  when  the  doctor  was  going  his 
daily  round,  I  said,  "Well,  doctor,  tell  us  your 
secret."  He  looked  seriously  at  me,  came  nearer, 
and  asked,  "What's  that."  I  replied,  "You  are 
always  cheerful  and  smiling."  "  Ah."  he  said,  "it's 
seeing  my  patients  get  well.  If  they  don't  get 

well,  you  don't  see  a  smile  on  my  countenance." 
Now  doctors  are  not  unlike  preachers.  If  the 
members  are  well,— true  to  the  faith,  full  of  holy 
zeal,  at  peace,  eager  to  save  others,  charitable, 

prayerful,  etc.,— the  minister  is  sure  to  be  happy. 
I  suggest  that  young  members  stand  by  the  min- 

isters more.  Pray  for  them!  Consult  them  often! 
Tell  them  you  want  to  work.  Present  them  with 

a  good  book  sometimes.  If  they  are  needy,  sur- 
prise them  with  a  gift  of  a  one  or  five  dollar  bill. 

They  will  be  happier,  and  so  will  you. 

Etiropean  General  Hospital,  Bombay,  Ind. 

house,  so  the  prophet  Haggai  likened  their  doing 
to  putting  their  money  into  a  bag  with  holes.  Tin 

12:  33,  "Sell    that   yi 

in  Luke 

General  Missionary  0  Tract  Department 

Committee:-- 
£.  Ebv,  Chairman,   Booth  Kansas. 
D.  L.  Miller,  Vice-chairman  and  Treasurer. .  .  Mount  Morri3.  III. 
S.  F.  Sanger   Bridgcwatcr.  Va. 
S.  R.  ZUG   Mastersonvillc.  Pa. 

ISAAC  FRANTZ   '   Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

f^-Al!  money  and  correspondence  intended  lor  any  ot  the  missions  un- 
der tlie  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 

addressed  to  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  Mount 
Morris,  111.    (Galen  B.  Rover,  Secretary.) 

WHAT  SHALL  IT  PROFIT  ME  THEN? 

What  shall  it  profit  me  by  and  by? 

What  shall  it  profit  me  then? 

If  by  my  toil  the  whole  world  I  should  gain, 

Spending  my  strength  on  its  treasures  vain, 
Trusting  not  him  who  for  sinners  was  slain, 

What  will  it  profit  me  then? 

What  shall  it  profit  me  by  and  by? 

What  shall  it  profit  me  then? 
If  in  a  world  of  enjoyment  and  show, 

Or  in  the  path  of  its  pleasures  I  go, 

Seeking  not, — caring  not, — Jesus  to  know, — 
What  shall  it  profit  me  then? 

Naught  will  it  profit  me  by  and  by- 
Naught  will  it  profit  me  then; 

After  a  life  of  much  sorrow  and  woe; 

Down  to  the  place  of  Despair  I  must  go; 

Ever  and  ever  its  torments  to  know, — 
Naught  will  it  profit  me  then. 

What  will  it  profit  me  by  and  by? 

What  will  it  profit  me  then? 

If  I  renounce  all  my  idols  to-day, 
Walk  with  my  Lord  in  the  heavenly  way, 

Love  him,  and  serve  him,  and  trust  him  alway,— 
What  will  it  profit  me  then? 

Much  will  it  profit  me  by  and  by; 

Much  will  it  profit  me  then: 

I  shall  be  robed  in  a  garment  all  white, 

Dwell  in  the  mansions  of  glory  and  light, 

Gaze  on  the  face  of  a  Savior  so  bright- 
Much  will  it  profit  me  then. 

Yes,  it  will  profit  me  by  and  by; 

Yes,  it  will  profit  me  then; 

If  from  the  right  path  my  feet  do  not  stray, 

If  I  but  follow  my  Savior  alway  — 

Then,  when  we  meet  in  the  great  judgment  
day, 

Oh,  it  will  profit  me  then! 

•  •  A  BAO  WITH  HOLES." 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELV. 

In  Haggai  r.  6,  latter  clause,  we  r
ead,  "And  he 

that  earneth  wages,  earneth  wages  to  put  i
t  into  a 

bag  with  holes  "  In  the  time  of  King  D
anus  the 

people  were  very  worldly,  and  spen
t  their  wages 

foolishly,  instead  of  helping  to  build  up  th
e  Lord  s 

yourselves  bags  which 
heavens  that  faileth 

2S,   neither  moth   cor- 

word  "  bag  "  is  fo 
have,  and  give  alms; 
wax  not  old,  a  treasu 

not,  where  no  thief  a 

rupteth  " 
Many  servants  of  God  are  now  striving  to  bring 

souls  into  the  kingdom,  and  we  are  made  to  re- 
joice that  so  many  are  coming,  but  to  those  who 

still  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  would  say,  "Consider 
your  ways,"  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side  like  all 
the  people  did  in  Haggai's  time,  when  "they  came and  did  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  hosts, 

their  God."  May  we  all  prove  faithful  to  our  bap- tismal vows!  To  all  Christian  workers  at  home 

or  abroad  I  would  say,  "  Be  not  weary  in  well  do- 

ing, for  in  due  time  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not." Middletown,  Pa  ,  Dec.  j. 

CONVALESCENT  REFLECTIONS. 

Last  week  the  doctor  suggested  that  I  go  to  the 

Convalescent's  Home  at  Khandalla.  1  told  him  I 
had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  do  so.  A  day  or 

two  later  he  said,  "  Now,  Mr.  Stover,  I  urgently 
recommend  you  to  go  to  Khandalla.  If  you  return 
to  your  work  as  you  are,  you  will  soon  come  to  us 
again  with  fever:  but  you  are  not  in  need  of  hos- 

pital treatment  any  longer."  So  I  yielded  to  his advice. 

Khandalla  is  a  hill  station  about  seventy  miles 

from  Bombay.  It  is  quite  cool  and  autumn-like 
here,  being  about  2,000  feet  in  elevation.  I 
write  a  description  of  the  trip  from  Bombay  to 

Khandalla  up  the  ghauts  or  mountain  passes, 
the  Visitor. 

I  have  arranged  to  remain  here  ten  days.  Then, 

Providence  permitting,  I  wish  to  return  to  Bombay 
and  meet  Bro.  D.  L.  and  sister  Miller,  and  tak 

them  to  our  humble  Bulsar  home.  How  glad  w 
will  be  to  receive  them!  How  glad  we  will  be  that 
I,  too,  can  return  to  Bulsar,  where  we  lived 
worked  together,  it  seems,  O,  so  long  ago!  From 

any  further  illness  and  prolonged  delays  in 
much-loved  work,  O  Lord,  deliver  us! 

%  #  * 
Twenty-five  cents  a  year  ought  surely  to  put  a 

monthly  missionary  journal  into  every  Christian 
home  in  the  land.  If  our  Fraternity  owned  one 
such,  it  seems  to  me  there  would  be  a  splendid  op 

portunity  for  some  live  young  members  to  do  a  bit 
of  mission  work.  Get  a  big  list  of  subscrib 
Members  and  not-members  would  easily  subsci 
for  such  a  paper  at  such  a  price,  if  the  matter 

would  be  properly  presented  to  them.  I  said  "  If.' 
Well,  well!  Thank  the  Lord!  We  have  just  such 

a  paper.     It  is  the  Missionary  Visitor. 

I  remember  with  pleasure  a  bargain  my  father 

used  to  have  with  me  as  a  boy  before  he  was  call"  J 
home.  It  was  this:  As  soon  as  I  would  read 
book  through  twice,  it  was  my  book,  and  he  wou 

get  me  another  on  the  same  conditions.  As  the 
holidays  are  approaching,  and  will  be  past  by 
the  time  this  reaches  the  faithful  readers  of  th 
Messenger,  we  wonder  just  a  little  how  many 

of  the  dear  brethren  and  sisters  will  give  pres- 
ents that  can  not  help  doing  more  harm  than 

good.  Can  a  Christian  who  is  infilled  with  the 

Holy  Spirit  give  presents  that  will  do  more  harm 

than  good?  A  good  test  can  be  made  by  the  pres- 
ents we  give. 

I  thank  the  Lord  that  I  am  one  of  the  common 

people,  and  that  among  such  I  was  born,  Here  at 
Khandalla,  in  the  Home,  I  am  in  the  general  ward. 

There  are  private  wards  also,  at  two  and  a  half 

times  the  price  of  the  general  ward.  Some  "gen- 
tlemen "  are  at  present  in  these  private  wards.  We 

cannot  avoid  hearing  their  conversation  some- 

times.    It  seems  these  "gentlemen"  know  a  little 

of  college  life  and  have  rich  parents,  but  if  they 
1  compelled  to  make  a  living  for  themselves,  I 

think  they  would  go  many  a  day  hungry.  They 

look  with  disdain  upon  the  class  of  people  who  oc- 

py  the  general  ward.  "Too  common."  "Not 
proper  gentlemen."  Poor  fellows,  their  "  gentle- 

ly  excellence"  is  their  weaknessl  How  I  pity 

them  in  their  "  vewy  pwoper  depowtment."  The 
Lord  looketh  upon  the  heart  and  knoweth  all. 

Convalescent's  Home,  Khandalla,  Nov.  29. 

WHAT  A  PREACHER  CAN  DO. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Peck,  a  wide-awake  Methodist  preach- 
er, believes  in  having  every  family  in  his  charge 

take  the  church  paper.  He  holds,  that  to  keep 
members  interested  in  church  matters  they  must 

be  induced  to  read  the  church  news  and  keep 
posted  on  the  doctrine  and  movements  of  the 
church.  Here  is  a  part  of  what  he  says  about  his 

method.  It  may  help  a  few  of  our  elders  and 

preachers  to  think  and  act: 

1.  I  took  the  paper  into  the  pulpit.  I  opened 
it  wide  and  showed  it  to  the  people,  I  expatiated 
upon  its  beauties,  its  benefits,  its  departments,  its 

necessity  to  any  member  who  would  be  an  intelli- 
gent Methodist  and  know  the  current  history  of 

his  church.  I  warmed  with  my  theme  and  exhort- 
ed. I  appealed  to  their  loyalty.  I  excoriated  the 

disloyalty  that  dropped  the  church  papers  and 
took  outside  papers,  especially  if  they  were  cheap. 
I  told  of  the  bread  they  were  taking  out  of  the 

mouth  of  hungYy  superannuates,  widows,  and  or- 
phans of  our  church,  to  put  money  into  the  coffers 

of  outside  publishers.  I  portrayed  the  fact  that 

the  paper  was  worth  five  cents  a  week, — all  it 
costs, — to  any  family  in  the  prepared  exposition 
of  the  Sunday  school  lesson.  I  swept  the  whole 
keyboard  of  incentives  to  take  the  paper.  Then 
when  the  iron  had  been  made  hot  by  striking,  I 
struck  to  weld  it  by  taking  subscriptions  on  the 

spot/  I  got  all  I  could  on  Sunday  as  a  religious 
work.  I  used  blank  cards  often  in  the  pews.  I 
nailed  their  ears  to  the  paper  with  a  pencil. 

2.  I  followed  up  this  bombardment  from  the 

pulpit  by  a  renewed  attack  at  closer  range  in  the 
prayer  meeting.  I  repeated  the  effort  in  the 
prayer  meeting  at  intervals.  I  always  gained  some 
at  the  close  of  a  warm  prayer  meeting. 

3.  I  next  put  a  clean  copy  of  the  paper  in  my 

pocket,  and  started  on  my  pastoral  visitation  each 
afternoon.  By  this  time  1  had  made  a  list  of  all 

who  ought  to  take  the  paper,  but  had  not  sub- 
scribed. With  this  list  and  the  paper  in  my 

pocket,  I  began  sharp-shooting  at  close  range. 
I  went  to  the  house,  the  store,  the  shop,  the  facto- 

ry. I  pulled  out  my  paper  and  my  list.  I  sub- 
mitted the  question.  Most  surrendered  at  once 

when  thus  individually  appealed  to.  The  few  that 

hesitated  I  stayed  with  till  they  "  saw  a  great 
light"  and  subscribed.  Only  here  and  there  an 
obtuse  or  stingy  soul  escaped. 

4.  There  were  always  a  few  poor  people  who 
could  not  afford  to  take  the  paper.  On  Christmas 

or  New  Year's  I  would  state  this  fact  to  the  pub- 

lic congregation,  and  ask  the  well-to-do  to  send 
a  Christmas  or  New  Year's  gift  to  these  poor  that 
would  come  every  week  in  the  year.  This  always 

met  with  a  quick  response. 

5.  At  the  close  of  the  revival  each  year  I  ap- 
pealed to  all  new  converts  to  take  a  church  paper. 

I  explained  the  benefit,  and  urged  on  them  the 
duty  of  taking  a  church  paper. 

"  Here  is  a  whole  sermon  in  a  sentence,  by  Han- 

nah Moore:  'He  who  cannot  find  time  to  consult 
his  Bible  will  one  day  find  that  he  has  time  to  be 

sick;  he  who  has  no  time  to  pray  must  find  time  to 
die;  he  who  can  find  no  time  to  reflect  is  more 

likely  to  find  time  to  sin;  he  who  cannot  find  time 

for  repentance  will  find  an  eternity  in  which  re- 
pentance will  be  of  no  avail;  he  who  cannot  find 

time  to  work  for  others  may  find  an  eternity  in 

which  to  suffer  f~-  t*:™""  " 
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Mount  Morris,  III..  January 

Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  is  now  engaged  in  a  series 
of  meetings  at  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

The  Brethren  have  built  a  new  house  of  worship 
in  Morrill,    Kans.     It   was  dedicated  a   few  weeks 

Seven  additions  are  reported  in  the  Duncansville 
church,  Ta.,  as  the  result  of  a   late  series  of  meet- 

Near  the  close  of  December,  eight  applied  for 
tembership  in  the  Saugerville  church,  Virginia, 
ind  were  baptized. 

Six  were  recently  baptized  in  the  Glen  River 

church,  Nebraska.  There  were  also  two  applicants 
and  one  restored  to  fellowship. 

A  letter  from  Bro.  D.  L.  M 

is  safe  arrival  in  India,  from  which  pi 
ommunicate  some  interesting  letters. 

nfor: 

of 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mohlek,  of  Lewistown,  Pa.,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  Flora,  Ind.,  Jan.  2, 

expecting  to  continue  for  some  weeks. 

Until  further  notice,  Bro.  b.  N.  McCann  should 

be  addressed  at  New  York  Ila'.l,  Louisville,  Ky. He  says  he  is  promised  all  the  work  he  can  do  un- 
til the  coming  fall. 

Some  of  the  churches  that  are  keeping  up  their 
Sunday  schools  for  the  first  time  this  winter,  re- 

port a  better  attendance  than  during  the  summer 
months.  There  ought  to  be  more  winter  Sundav schools. 

The  New  York  Independent  lot  Jan.  2  is  a  most 
important  issue,  as  it  contains  nearly  forty  articles 
by  as  many  different  writers,  giving  a  brief  account 
of  the  work  and  condition  of  the  various  denomi- 

nations. In  the  report  our  own  people  are  not neglected. 

A  number  of  ministers  are  with  us  this  week,  and 
among  them  Bro.  L.  W.  Teeter,  who  is  teaching  a 
class  in  doctrine  during  the  Special  Bible  Term. 
We  only  wish  we  could  spare  the  time  to  be  with 
them  more,  but  we  dare  not  neglect  our  work  on the  Messenger. 

On  page  808,  in  No.  51,  of  last  volume,  are  two 
mistakes  to  which  Bro.  C.  H.  Brown  calls  our  at- 

tention. In  the  first  column  the  meeting  men- 
tioned at  Navarre.  Kans.,  where  there  were  eight accessions,  should  have  been  credited  to  Monitor. 

In  the  third  column  the  meetings  mentioned  in 
connection  with  Bro.  J.  E.  Young's  work  were  held in  the  Chapman  Creek  church. 

By  authority  of  the  General  Mission  Board  we 

are  instructed  to  say  that  all  money  for  the  Chil- 

dren's Mission  in  Chicago,  must  invariably  be  ad- 
dressed to  sister  Lizzie  B.  Howe,  183  Hastings 

Street,  who  will  account  to  the  Board  for  all  the 
money  received.      

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  paper,  have 
we  received  so  many  encouraging  letters  from  our 

patrons.  We  would  like  to  publish  some  of  them, 

but  our  pages  are  so  well  filled  with  other  interest- 
ing matter  that  we  can  do  no  more  than  thank  one 

and  all  for  their  words  of  cheer,   trusting  that  this 

ay  be  the  happiest  ye 
af  the 

We  arc  asked  to  state  whether  the  Brethren  per- 
mit Sunday  school  officials  to  go  to  law?  It  has 

long  been  rulable  among  our  people  not  to  allow 

any  of  her  members  to  enter  suit  against  an  out- 
sider without  first  counseling  the  church.  This  not 

only  applies  to  Sunday  school  officers,  but  to  all 

the  members  alike.  As  for  members 'going  to  law 
with  each  other,  it  is  not  permitted  under  any  cir- 

cumstances, and  those  who  violate  these  rules 
should  be  called  to  account. 

A  brother  and  his  wife  in  Virginia,  celebrated 

their  twenty-fifth  marriage  anniversary  by  sending 
a  draft  for  Sioo  for  the  Asia  Minor  Mission.  He 

says  in  his  letter,  "  I  remember  about  the  time  I 
joined  the  church,  of  a  piece  being  published  in 

one  of  our  periodicals,  written  by  a  working,  vener- 
ated, but  now  departed  brother,  in  which  he  ex- 

pressed the  thought  that  the  Gospel  was  first  pro- 
claimed in  the  East  and  had  traveled  West.  Now 

it  was  not  our  duty  to  carry  it  back.  It  caused  me 

to  think  seriously,  and  often,  in  so  doing.  I  could 
not  accept  it  from  the  Bible  standpoint.  The  Gos- 

pel is  to  be  preached  to  every  creature  as  a  witness 
before  the  end  comes.  If  their  forefathers  for- 

feited their  high  privilege,  that  is  no  reason  their 

children  should  be  deprived  of  the  Gospel."-—  Mis- 
sionary Visitor. 

/'Some  of  those  who  are  reading  Bro.  S.  N.  Mc- 
Cann's  series  of  articles,  now  appearing  in  the 
Messenger,  will,  in  the  first  chapters,  find  asser- 

tions that,  taken  alone,  do  not  seem  to  accord  with 

the  teaching  of  the  New  Testament,  as  understood 

by  the  Brethren.  We  suggest  that  our  readers 
withhold  judgment  until  the  series  is  completed, 
and  by  that  time  they  may  see  proper  to  form  an 

opinion  entirely  different  from  the  one  they  would 
be  compelled  to  form  at  this  stage  of  the  investi- 

gation. It  will  require  over  three  months  to 

complete  the  series,  and  during  that  period  ample 
time  will  be  given  to  form  a  correct  opinion.  Bro. 
McCann's  object  in  writing  these  articles  is  to show  that  the  doctrine  of  eternal  election  is  false 
and  that  the  Gospel  commands  are  obligatory  upon 
all  those  seeking  release  from  condemnation  and 
ultimate  happiness  in  the  life  to  come.  Those  who 
will  not  read  his  articles  with  the  utmost  care  will 
hardly  get  his  meaning. 

THE  UNDERLYING  PRINCIPLE. 

In  one  of  his  sermons  in  The  Pulpit,  Lyman  Ab- 

bott says:  "  The  greatest  judge  that  I  ever  person- ally knew,  one  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the 
judiciary  that  this  State  has  ever  witnessed,  rarely 
cited  an  authority,  and  I  do  not  think  he  knew 
many— that  is,  not  by  volume  and  page.  The  prin- 

ciples of  law  had  been  wrought  into  hi 
ed  the  great  questions  submitted  to  h 

to  principles  which  had  become 
dicial  nature,  but  he 

Here  is  found  the  secret  of  success  and  greatness. 
Principles  must  become  a  part  of  our  make-up,  and 
to  them  we  may  appeal  for  guidance  in  the  de- 

cisions we  are  called  upon  to  render.  It  is  well  to 
read  and  master  the  authorities  intended  for  our  in- 

struction, but  we  should  not  stop  there.  We  must 
get  down  to  the  underlying  principles  of  these  au- 

thorities and  make  them  our  own.    This  demands 

he  decid- 

according 

part  of  his  ju- 
i  very  rarely  overruled." 

years  of  hard  study,  much  reading,  and  a  great 

amount  of  patience,  but  it  is  well  worth  all  our  ef- 
forts. 

We  are  forcibly  reminded  of  this  when  we  see 

our  elders  carrying  the  Brethren's  Book  of  Minutes 
into  all  of  their  council-meetings.  These  Minutes 

are  good  and  even  proper  in  their  place,  but  he 
who  undertakes  to  govern  a  church  according  to 

them  should  first  master  the  principles  on  which 
the  decisions  of  the  Annual  Council  rest.  He 

should  make  them  a  part  of  his  make-up,  and  then 

he  can  appeal  to  the  principles  instead  of  citing  the 
Minutes  themselves.  Thousands  of  people  may  not 

have  any  confidence  in  the  decisions  of  a  Confer- 
ence, but  they  must  and  will  respect  the  principles 

underlying  such  decisions.  To  turn  to  the  Minutes 
and  read  what  the  Annual  Meeting  has  decided  on 

this,  that,  and  the  other  question,  is  no  difficult 

task,  but  to  go  beyond  the  Minutes,  to  the  very 
foundation  on  which  the  decisions  rest,  and  clearly 

set  these  principles  before  the  church,  requires 

work  and  study.  To  follow  the  former  course  de- 
notes weakness,  but  to  employ  the  latter  method 

successfully  is  an  indication  of  strength. 

It  is  right  as  well  as  wise  for  all  of  our  house- 

keepers to  understand  and  duly  respect  the  Min- 
utes of  our  Annual  Meeting  from  year  to  year. 

But  they  ought  not  to  stop  at  this  point;  they 

should  endeavor  to  discover  and  master  the  princi- 

ples on  which  the  Minutes  are  predicated  and  make 

these  principles  a  part  of  themselves.  Then  they 

will  be  in  a  condition  to  decide  questions  right  and 

wisely.  All  of  these  principles  are,  or  should  be, 

forcibly  set  forth  in  the  Scriptures,  and  to  under- 
stand them  well  is  to  understand  the  New  Testa- 

ment thoroughly.  If  our  people  understood  these 

principles  as  they  should  be  understood  by  an  en- 
lightened body  of  Christians,  we  would  probably 

have  little  or  no  use  for  the  Minutes.  But  for  the 

want  of  this  understanding  hundreds  of  decisions 

have  been  found  necessary,  and  we  now  urge,  that, 

while  duly  respecting  the  Minutes,  as  the  Confer- 

ence intended  they  should  be  respected,  let  us  en- 
deavor to  get  down  to  and  back  to  these  fundamen- 

tal principles,  master  them  well  that  they  may 

become  a  part  of  our  mental,  moral,  and  spiritual 

make-up.  Our  mission  on  the  earth  will  never  be 

made  an  unquestionable  success  until  this  is  ac- 

complished. The  Minutes  we  can  generally  leave 

in  our  libraries,  but  the  principles  back  of  them  we 

should  carry  in  our  heads,  in  our  hearts  and  in  our 

souls.  And  though  the  wording  of  the  decision 

may  be  forgotten,  the  principles  will  always  re- 
main with  us,  and  be  a  part  of  us.  j.  h.  m. 

ARE  ELDERS  ANQELS? 

When  John,  the  Revelator,  addressed  "  the  angel 

of  the  church  at  Ephesus,"  and  "the  angel  of  the 
church  at  Smyrna,"  etc.,  he  doubtless  had  in  mind 
the  bishops  or  elders  who  presided  over  these 
churches  and  had  the  care  of  the  flock.  In  Acts 
20:  28  these  elders  are  spoken  of  as  having  been 
made  overseers  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  wonder 
how  many  elders  have  seriously  accepted  their  ap- 

pointment as  from  the  Holy  Ghost?  If  they  have 
not,  they  most  assuredly  fail  to  magnify  their  office 
as  God  intends  they  should.  He  who  feels  and 
knows  that  he  presides  over  a  congregation  by 
authority  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  first  take  heed 
unto  himself,  that  he  may  be  prepared  to  properly 
care  for  the  flock  as  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the 
sheep  has  directed.  He  will  not  think  more  highly 
of  himself  as  an  elder  than  a  man  of  prudence  and 

meekness  ought  to  think.  He  will  not  attempt  to  " 
lord  it  over  God's  heritage,  for  he  realizes  that  he 
is  an  under  shepherd,  that  the  sheep  are  not  his 
own,  that  they  have  been  turned  over  to  him  by 
number,  and  that,  in  the  final  day  of  reckoning,  he 
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must  render  to  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  an  ac- 

count of  each  sheep,  as  well  as  each  lamb,  entrust- 

ed to  him.  All  through  life  he  will  be  concerned 

to  know  whether,  at  the  close  of  his  labors,  he  can 

pray  to  his  Father,  as  did  Jesus,  and  say:  "Those 
that  thou  gavest  me  I  have  kept,  and  none  of  them 

is  lost,  but  the  son  of  perdition."  John  17:  12. 
He  will  be  too  much  concerned  about  the  feeding 

and  care  of  his  Master's  sheep  to  neglect  his  duty 
for  any  earthly  consideration. 

By  the  Revelator.  as  noticed  above,  each  elde 

or  bishop  is  called  "the  angel."    We  again  wonde 
how   many  have  seriously  taken  this   thought  to 

themselves,  and  can  feel  that  they  are  angels 

siding  over  the  churches.     Could  they  realize 

as  they  should,  probably  many  of  them  would  act 

'  more   like  angels  and  less  like  selfish  and  si 
men.     Fortunate,  indeed,  would  be  the  affair 

the    kingdom    on    earth   if   the    members   of   each 

church    could,    with    confidence,   look   upon   their 

elder  as  "  the  angel  of  the  church,"  and  then  real 
that  he  is  made  overseer  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Th< 

how  wise  it  would  seem  if  each  elder  would  so  live 

as  to  impress  all  the  people,  as  well  as  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  flock,  with  the  thought  that  he 

the  divinely-appointed  "angel  of  the  church"  c 
God,    and    is    entrusted   with    the    care    of    soul 

Could  the  masses  be  thus  impressed  we  .would  see 

ten  converted  to  where  there  is  one  at  the  present 

time.     J.  H.  M 

LET  US  MOVE  ON. 

On  page  844  of  the  Messenger  for  1895,  two 

weeks  ago,  Bro.  Enoch  Eby  called  the  attentiot 

our  readers  to  two  points  that  we  had  intended  to 

notice,  but  could  not  do  so  for  the  want  of  spaci 
until  now.  He  thinks  there  are  too  many  call 

coming  up  to  the  Annual  Meeting  for  committees 
to  settle  local  troubles.  We  have  long  thought 

too,  and  do  not  see  why  these  difficulties  may  not 

be  satisfactorily  settled  in  the  State  Districts  where 

they  occur.  There  is  certainly  wisdom  enough 

any  State  District  to  dispose  of  matters  demanding 
committees.  Furthermore,  why  not  have  more  of 

these  troubles  disposed  of  by  arbitration,  and  then 

the  parties  involved  may  have  the  privilege  of 

selecting  just  as  able  brethren  as  they  feel  disposed 

to  name,  provided  they  are  willing  to  pay  their 

expenses.  We  are  in  favor  of  doing  all  that  is 
reasonable  to  discourage  this  growing  practice  of 

sending  committees  from  the  Annual  Meeting. 

We  have  not  had  much  experience  on  the  Standing 

Committee,  but  we  have  had  enough  to  know  that 

the  elders  at  most  any  District  Meeting  can 

appoint  about  as  good  a  committee  as  those  ap- 

pointed by  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  other  point  relates  to  sending  more  queries 

to  the  Annual  Meeting.  Bro.  Eby  thinks  we  have 

enough  to  govern  the  whole  world.  Most  assured- 

ly we  have  enough,  and  on  some  subjects  probably 

far  too  many.  The  Minutes  are  designed  to  aid 

us  in  understanding  and  applying  Gospel  princi- 

ples, and  if  our  people  would  study  these  princi- 

ples more,  they  would  soon  find  little  or  no  use  for 

any  additional  Minutes.  Let  us  all  see  how  few 

queries  we  can  send  in  to  the  coming  Annual 

Meeting,  and  endeavor  to  give  more  attention  to 

the  departments  of  work  pertaining  to  the  preach- 

ing of  the  Gospel  to  all  the  world,  and  developing 

a  higher  order  of  Christian  character  among  the 

members  of  our  Fraternity!  It  seems  to  us  that 

we  have  some  grand  work  before  us  and  ought  to 

give  it  all  of  the  attention  possible.  We  have  had 

Minutes  enough  to  unify  us.  We  are  united  in 

our  doctrine,  more  so,  perhaps,  than  any  other  body 

of  people  on  earth,  and  now  let  us,  with  the  Bible 

our  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  push  out  into 

the  world  and  endeavor  to  convert  the  people! 

We  have  the  doctrine  and  Jesus  on  our  side,  and 

what  more  do  we  want?  }■  H-  M' 

EDITORIAL  QLEAMNOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Two. 

LANDING  AT  JAFFA,  AN  EDENEZER,  TO  THE  HOLY  CITY. 

Our  awakening  at  Jaffa  dispelled  all  hopes  of  the 
smooth  landing  which  we  had  reason  to  expect 
when  we  went  below  the  evening  before.  The 
sound  of  the  waves  as  they  broke  against  the  sides 
of  the  ship  was  ominous,  and  when  we  went  on 
deck  and  saw  how  the  small  boats,  that  were 
coming  from  the  shore,  were  tossed  by  the  waves 
we  said,  "  The  sea  at  Jaffa  keeps  up  its  old-time 
Jonah-like  reputation."  By  the  time  we  were 
ready  to  go  ashore  the  sea  was  quite  rough  enough 
to  set  sensitive  nerves  in  a  tremble. 

It  was  the  fifth  time  we  had  landed  and  em- 
barked at  Jaffa,  and  we  took  some  comfort 

fact  that  the  sea  was  not  quite  so  rough  as  it  was 
twelve  years  ago  when  we  landed  here  the  first 
time,  or  as  when  Bro.  Lahman  was  with  us  two 

years  ago  last  March.  Our  old  dragoman,  Bernard 

Heilpern,  who  traveled  with  us  through  Palestine, 

was  among  the  first  to  come  aboard  the  ship,  anc 

he  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  Holy  Land 
again.  Many  of  our  readers  will  no  doubt  recall 

the  account  we  gave  of  the  brave  Arab  boatman 
Sulleiman,  when  we  were  here  before— how  ht 

saved  a  large  number  of  lives  and  was  afterwards 

through  envy,  cast  into  prison  They  will  reioice 
with  us  to  know  that  the  brave  fellow  has  regain 

his  liberty  and  is  in  charge  of  his  boat  again. 
With  the  usual  amount  of  noise  and  c  .infusion 

for  the  Arab  does   nothing  without  confusion  a 

noise,  whether  it  be  the  changing  of  a  half  piaster 

or  the  landing   of   a   boatload  of  passengei 

trunks  and  grips  were  taken  down  and  pi 

the  boat  at  the  imminent  risk,  we  thought,  of  be- 
ing  thrown   into   the   sea,   but    they    were    safely 

stowed  away.     Then  we  went  down  the  sw 

stair-like  ladder  waiting  at  the  foot,  until   the  boat 

came  up  on  a  rising  wave,  and  then 
other,  we  found  ourselves  seated  in  the  stern.     We 

both  needed  and  used  the  strong  arms  of  the  Arab 

boatman  to  help  us   to   a   seat.     Tossed   about  by 

the  troubled  sea,  the  spray  flying  at  times  over  tl 

prow  of  the  boat,  we  were  at  last  carried  on  tl 
crest  of  a  wave  through  the  narrow  opening  in  tl 
rocks  into  calm  water,  and  were  soon  safe  on  shor 

A  few  days  after  we  landed,  Mr.  Rolla  Floyd,  : 
American,  who  has  lived  in   Palestine  about  thirty 

years,   and   who  has  taken  many  tourists   throug 
the  country,  had   taken  a  party  of  travelers  to 

ship,  and,  in  trying  to  regain  the  shore,   the  sea  b 

ing  very  rough,  the  boat  was  thrown   on  the  rocks 

and  broken   to   pieces.     Mr.    Floyd   was  badly  in- 

jured but  was  rescued  from  drowning  by  the  boat- 
men  who   are   all   good   swimmers.     Over  against 

our  rough   landing  should   be   placed  the  smooth 
sea  when  we  embarked  for  Egypt  on  our  way  to 

India,  Oct.  u,'95-     For  once  we  enjoyed  a  smooth 

sea  at  Jaffa,  and  are  happy  to  record  the  fact  in 

these  gleanings. 

Here  at  Jaffa,  twelve  years  ago,  we  raised  an 

Ebenezer.  And  now  again,  as  twice  before,  we 

knelt  down  and  reverently  thanked  God  for  his 

wonderful  goodness  to  us.  We  said,  "  Hitherto 

hath  the  Lord  helped  us,"  and  surely  we  may  trust 

him  for  all  that  is  to  come  to  us;  whether  it 

be  prosperity  or  adversity,  sickness  or  health,  life 

or  death,  all  will  be  well,  for  his  mercy  endureth 

forever. 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  Pales- 

tine since  we  visited  it  the  first  time,  are  many  and 

marked.  This  is  not  only  true  of  Jaffa,  but  of  Je- 

rusalem, and  many  other  places,  as  well.  Indeed, 

the  old  Palestine  with  its  ancient  Bible  customs
 

is  rapidly  passing  away,  and  before  many  y
ears 

more  shall  come  and  go,  the  Holy  Land  will  be 

modernized.  One  of  the  important  factors  injhese
 

changes   is   the   introduction   of  the  railw
ay.^Al- 

ready  two  lines  are  in  operation.— one  from  Jaffa 
to  Jerusalem,  and  the  other  from  Beirut  to  Da- 

mascus, while  a  third  has  been  partially  con- 
structed from  Caifa,  at  the  foot  of  Carmel,  to  Naz- 

areth. When  the  contemplated  lines  are  com- 

pleted, Jerusalem  will  be  in  direct  railway  commu- 
nication with  Damascus.  As  these  changes  take 

place,  Palestine  loses  more  and  more  its  chief 
charm.  This  is  to  be  regretted  in  one  way,  yet  it 

brings  joy  to  the  Christian  heart  when  he  remem- 
bers that  alj  these  changes  are  in  the  line  of  the 

fulfillment  of  prophecy,  and  in  these  are  to  be 

found  evidences  that  'the  coming  of  the  Lord  is 
near  at  hand.  Even  now  we  may  "  learn  a  parable 
of  the  fig  tree;  when  its  branch  is  yet  tender,  and 
putteth  forth  leaves,  ye  know  that  the  summer  is 

nigh." 

The  chief  mode  of  conveyance  between  Jaffa  and 
Jerusalem  in  years  gone  by,  were  horses,  camels 
and  donkeys.  Then  a  guard  of  soldiers  was  nec- 

essary, for  the  road  was  infested  with  robbers,  and 

many  a  pilgrim  was  stripped  and  left  wounded  by 
the  way.  Later  a  wagon  road  was  constructed  and 

the  journey  of  forty-one  miles  could  be  made  with 

some  degree  of  comfort.  Now  all  this  is  changed. 
You  take  your  seat  in  comfortable  cars  at  Jaffa, 
drawn  by  American  locomotives,  and  are  whirled 

over  the  plain  of  Sharon  and  across  the  Valley  of 

Ajalon  and  up  the  hills  of  Judea,  and  in  four 

hours  you  have  traveled  the  entire  length  of  the 

railway,  fifty-two  miles,  and  are  in  Jerusalem. 

Leaving  Jaffa  the  road  crosses  the  plain  of  Shar- 
on, now  brown  and  sere,  for  no  rain  has  fallen  for 

six  or  seven  months.  We  notice  a  number  of  vil- 

lage threshing  floors  as  we  pass  along.  The  farmer 
with  his  fan  [shovel]  in  his  hand  still  cleanses  his 

floor  and  gathers  his  wheat  into  his  garner  as  of 
old.  Here,  close  by  the  roadside,  is  a  miniature 

threshing  floor  where  the  gleaners  have  threshed 

their  scanty  store.  As  soon  as  the  last  sheaf  is 

gathered,  the  field  is  free  for  the  gleaners,  and  as 

in  the  day  of  Boaz  and  Ruth,  so  now  the  glean- 

ers gather  up  what  is  left  by  the  reapers. 

The  train  now  stops  at  Lydda,  the  first  station 

after  leaving  Jaffa.  The  place  is  noted  for  its 

large  olive  orchards,  the  finest  in  Palestine.  Here 

it  was  that  Peter  healed  the  palsy-stricken  Eneas, 
and  was  then  called  in  great  haste  to  comfort  saints 

at  Jaffa  who  were  in  deep  mourning  on  account  of 

the  death  of  Dorcas. 
At  Lydda,  a  Turkish  Effendi  (an  officer  of  rank), 

brought  his  harem,  or  family,  on  board  the  cars. 

There  were  four  wives  and  a  number  of  small   chil- 

The 
after  r 

were   all    closely 

nfusion   placed   in 

:iled 

ment  designed  for   them 
the  centre  of  the   cars, 

four  compartments  with 
other.    We  were  seated 
to  that  occupied   by   th 

mpart- 

An  aisle  runs  through 

which  is  separated  into 

doors  opening  into  each 

n  the  compartment  next 
:    ladies    of    the    harem. 

When  the  conductor  came  through  for  the  tickets 

he  gave  a  signal  by  pounding  on  the  door  with  his 

ticket  punch.  Waiting  a  few  moments  he  opened 

the  door  to  pass  through,  when  there  was  a  gen- 

eral scream  among  the  Turkish  women  and  the 

door  was  closed  with  much  violence.  The  women 

had  uncovered  their  faces  and  felt  greatly  outraged 

to  be  seen  by  the  conductor;  he  was  compelled  to 

wait  in  our  compartment  until  the  women  had  ad- 

justed their  veils,  and  was  then  admitted.  Ibra- 

hine,  the  husband,  to  whom  we  were  introduced 

by  Mr.  Heilpern,  sat  in  the  compartment  with  his 
lie  friends  and  spent  the  time  in  smoking. 

Leaving  Lydda,  the  road  passes  by  Gezer,  still 

retaining  its  ancient  name.  It  was  a  wedding  pres- 

ent to  King  Solomon's  Egyptian  wife  from  her  fa- .*  She  brought  the  wise  King  not  only  many 

rich  presents,   but   idolatry   as   well,   and  was   the 

,  Kings  o:  16.  _ 
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primary  cause  of  his  fall  and  the  loss  of  the  king- 

dom to  his  family.  Both  before  and  since  the 

days  of  Solomon  have  men  and  women  been  led 

into  sin  by  being  yoked  with  unbelievers. 

The  road  passes  now  over  a  portion  of  country 
rich  in  Bible  association.  Yonder  is  Gimzo  which 

the  Philistines  wrested  from  the  weak,  idolatrous 

King  Ahaz.  He  put  his  trust  in  Tiglath  Pileser, 

the  Assyrian,  but  received  no  help  from  his  father's 
ally.  The  Philistine  took  from  him  six  cities  and 

their  villages  located  in  the  low  country  south  of 

Judea,  the  plain  over  which  the  road  pa'sses,  among 
which  were  Gimzo,  Ajalon  apd  Beth-shemesh* 

It  was  to  the  same  Beth-shemesh  that  the  Ark 

of  the  Covenant  was  taken  by  the  kine.  The  Ark 

after  its  capture  by  the  Philistines  had  been  carried 
to  Ashdod.  But  it  proved  an  unwelcome  visitor, 
and  much  to  the  consternation  of  the  inhabitants 

of  Ekronf  it  was  sent  to  them.  This  was  all 

brought  forcibly  to  mind  as  we  passed  by  Ekron 
and  read  the  account  over  again  in  the  Bible.  The 

railway  follows  the  course  taken  by  the  two  milch 
kine  with  the  cart  and  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  for 

they  "  went  along  the  highway  lowing  as  they 
went,  and  turned  not  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to 

the  left.J  until  they  came  to  Beth-shemesh.  To 
the  right  of  the  road,  as  we  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  is 

the  site  of  the  ancient  city,  and  yonder  in  the  val- 

ley is  the  very  spot  where  "  they  of  Beth-shemesh 
were  reaping  their  wheat  ̂ harvest  .  .  .  and  they 
lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  saw  the  ark,  and  rejoiced 

to  see  it."  §  Their  rejoicing,  however,  was  of  short 
duration.  Curiosity  led  them  to  look  into  the  sa- 

cred chest  and  they  paid  dearly  for  their  violation 

of  the  law.  They  were  doubtless  as  glad  to  give 

the  ark  to  the  men  of  Kirjath-jearim  as  they  had 

been  in  the  first  place  to  receive  it  from  the  Phi- 
listines. 

The  birth-place  of  Samson,  Zorah,  is  passed  to 
the  left,  now  noticeable  on  account  of  the  white- 

washed tombs,  visible  from  the  railway  as  we  pass 

by.  We  were  informed  that  these  tombs  are  care- 
fully whitewashed  every  two  or  three  years,  and 

here  we  have  a  practical  illustration  of  the  Savior's 
words  to  the  Pharisees:  "Ye  are  like  unto  whited 
sepulchres,  which  indeed  appear  beautiful  outward, 

but  are  within  full  of  dead  men's  bones  and  of  all 

uncleanness."  ||  But  these  are  not  the  only  whited 
tombs  in  Palestine.  They  are  to  be  seen  at  many 

places.  Still  farther  up  the  valley  Etame  is  passed, 

and  a  cave  in  the  top  of  the  rock  is  pointed  out 

where,  tradition  says,  Samson  hid  from  the  Phi- 

listines, after  he  had  "  smote  them  hip  and  thigh 
with  a  great  slaughter.  It  is  interesting  to  read 

these  Bible  events  where  they  occurred  so  long 

ago.  But  while  we  have  been  reading  and  medi- 

tating, the  train  enters  the  Valley  of  Rephaim,  and 

we  are  at  Jerusalem  again.  Mr.  Gelat,  our  host  of 

the  new  hotel,  meets  us  at  the  depot,  and  we  are 

soon  comfortably  lodged  at  our  Jerusalem  home. 
D.  L.  M. 

•iChron.  28:  18. 

1 1  Sam.  5:  10. 

}i  Sara.  6:  12. 
§1  Sam.  6:  13. 

]|  Matt.  23:  27. 

— /■  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY *— • 
THE  MOTHERLESS. 

God  pity  the  motherless  children, 

Wherever  we  chance  to  meet — 
The  curled  and  the  petted  darlings, 

Or  the  waifs  that  drift  in  the  street. 

Sorrow  is  bitter  enough  for  the  old: 

O  pity  young  hearts  when  they  ache, 
For  love  is  the  sun  that  should  circle  each  one 

When  life's  dawn  is  beginning  to  break. 

God  pity  the  helpless  children 
Who  never  dare  lift  their  eyes 

Or  voices  to  plead,  though  their  hearts  may  bleed, 

Except  to  the  pitying  skies. 
Who  cringe  from  the  sting  of  a  word  or  a  blow, 
Where  merciless  justice  stands, 

Till  1  long  to  gather  them  all  in  my  arms, 

And  soothe  with  love's  pitying  hands. 

O  shelter  the  motherless  children, 

They  are  bearing  life's  heaviest  cross! 
No  love  is  so  sweet  to  the  bruised  little  feet, 

No  lo: 
)bitl 

For  the  love  of  a  mother  is  nearest  Christ's  love, 
Redeeming,  forgiving  as  few, 

Unchanging  always,  and  unfailing  for  aye, 
As  infinite  as  it  is  true. 

God  pity  the  motherless  children! 
O  if  love  were  not  selfish  to-day, 

We  would  hush  every  cry  that  is  wafted  on  high, 

1  the  orphans  that  throng  i 
We uldc ,  little  hands, uld  cheer  little  he.ms. 

As  motherhood  blesses  and  chari 

Ve  would  gather  them  in  from  sor 
As  Christ  folded  them  into  His  a 

THE  PERFECT  LIFE. 

BY   HOWARD  MILLER 

"The  Journal  of  Hygiene  points  out  the  signifi- 
cant fact  that  nature  has  made  special  provision 

for  the  nutrition  of  the  brain,  and  that  long  after 

decay  has  set  in  in  other  organs,  through  lack  of 
food  supply,  the  brain  receives  its  full  sustenance. 

The  brain  does  not,  in  normal  conditions,  grow 

old.  By  riotous  living  a  man  may  shatter  his  sys- 

tem and  become  an  imbecile,  but  with  proper  care, 

the  older  a  man  grows  in  years  the  stronger  he 
should  grow  in  mind,  and  when  death  claims  his 

body  he  should  have  full  possession  of  his  mental 
faculties.  In  many  cases  we  have  seen  this  so. 

Give  the  soul  a  well-kept  instrument,  and  at  ninety 
he  will  play  a  sweeter  melody  than  he  ever  could 

before.     The  soul  is  eternally  young." 

It  seems  to  me  that  those  who  study  his  life  and 
character  the  most  find  in  them  the  fact  that  it  is 

not  on  the  height  of  a  supposed  final  summit  of  per- 
fection that  we  find  the  laurels  of  a  completed  vir- 

tue, but  that  in  the  dust  of  the  highway,  where  the 

struggling  and  helpless  are  found,  is  the  nearest 
the  life  work  that  he  would  have  us  do,  and  where 
he  would  first  search  for  his  workers  if  he  knew  not 

where  they  were. 

If  this  should  meet  the  eye  of  those  who  have 

sought  the  unattainable  in  the  midst  of  their  daily 

grind  of  life's  drudgery,  let  them  take  heart,  for 
they  are  where  Christ  is,  though  their  eyes  may  not 
see  him,  and  their  ears  not  hear  his  voice.  When 
the  work  is  finished,  and  the  hands  are  folded  over 

the  breast  of  the  empty  house  in  which  we  lived, 
with  bettered  vision  we  will  see  that  what  gave  us 

sweep  of  wing  and  depth  of  understanding  was  not 

the  attainment  of  great  things  while  in  life  tern- - 
poral,  but  how  well  we  did  the  little  things  in  the 
lines  along  which  our  life  was  cast. 

Lewisburgh,  Pa. 

THE  WORK  OF  MOTHERS. 

BALSBAUGH. 

Can  a  person  so  adjust  himself  in  his  relations  to 
life  as  to  not  commit  sin?  This  is  a  question  that 

is  variously  answered,  those  who  have  tried  it  dif- 
fering in  their  findings  Personally  the  writer 

thinks  it  impossible,  and  his  belief  is  based  on  his 

failure.  This,  by  no  means,  invalidates  the  experi- 
ence or  discredits  the  statements  of  those  who 

profess  success.  It  is  the  standard  from  which 
we  measure  that  we  may  honestly  differ  as  to 
results.  The  pauper  who  dies  in  an  almshouse 
doubtless  thinks  the  man  who  started  with  noth- 

ing and  won  ten  thousand  dollars  has  succeed- 
ed admirably,  while  the  millionaire  regards  the 

acquisition  as  a  mere  bagatelle.  The  two  look  at 
the  same  thing  from  very  different  angles  of  view, 
and  they  see  differently. 

It  is,  perhaps,  the  experience  of  thousands  that 
that  they  have  honestly  tried  to  attain  a  degree  of 

morality  and  a  height  of  spirituality  that  leaves  no 
more  higher  peak  to  be  climbed,  and  it  is  equally 
true  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  where  there  is 

a  normally  healthy  vision  scaling  what  appears  to 
be  the  highest  summit,  only  discloses  higher  ones 
in  the  distance.  Yet,  while  all  such  have  failed  of 

entire  success  they  have  also  succeeded,  and  this 

apparent  paradox  is  explained  in  the  truth  that 
God  certainly  judges  us  by  our  motive  in  our 
earnest  life  acts,  and  that  we  have  honestly  tried  is 
enough  for  him.  In  all  ages  of  the  world  the 
heroes  of  the  life  spiritual  have  been  the  lowliest, 
and  the  knighthood  of  Christian  character  has  been 
oftenest  conferred  on  the  humblest  in  the  after 

judgment  of  the  world.  God's  judgment  is  not 
less  impartial  than  that  of  man,  and  it  is  instant  in 
its  perception. 

I  believe  that  if  it  were  possible  to  enter  the 
domain  of  heart  and  thought  with  an  eye  and  ear 

fitted  to  them,  as  those  we  now  possess  are  adapted 
to  our  material  surroundings,  we  would  see  Christ 
in  the  midst  of  the  struggling  failures  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  and  not  at  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
Viewed  from  a  purely  material  point  the  life  of 
Christ  was  a  failure  of  the  worst  kind.  He  started 

out  with  a  high  mission,  and  after  three  short  years 
of  trial  and  misrepresentation,  was  apprehended, 
beaten,  tried,  and  put  to  death.  A  week  after  the 
crucifixion  there  was  nothing  more  apparently 
hopeless  than  the  cause  of  Christ.  But  God  has 

plenty  of  time,  and  now,  after  nearly  two  thousand 
years,  it  has  girdled  the  earth. 

No.  51  Messenger  is  exceptionally  rich  in  ag- 
gressive and  elevating  thought.  I  have  for  many 

years  been  devoted  to  the  Christian  nurture  of  chil- 
dren and  youth,  and  my  conviction  is  continually 

deepening  that  in  nothing  have  we  so  far  lapsed 

out  of  the  divine  idea  as  in  the  genesis  and  evolu- 
tion of  life.  To  place  our  origin  in  the  category  of 

redemption,  and  in  it  be  co-operative  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  realizing  the  divine  purpose  in 
Christ,  seems  so  Utopian  to  most  people  that  they 
cannot  bear  the  mention  of  it.  Yet  the  divine  in- 

carnation is  not  more  true  as  the  ground  of  re- 

demption, than  holy  generation  is  a  divinely- 
ordered  auxiliary.  In  nothing  can  we  frustrate  the 
divine  purpose  more  effectually  than  ignoring  his 
authority  in  the  solemn  function  of  parentage. 

I  rejoice  in  every  indication  of  progress  in  the 
Brotherhood  in  relation  to  this  momentous  matter. 

The  article  addressed  to  mothers,  on  page  81 1,  is  a 

call  in  the  line  of  the  divine  appointment.  So  are 
others  that  have  recently  appeared.  Sunday 

schools,-  children's  meetings,  and  all  organizations 
and  endeavors  that  contemplate  the  unfolding  of 
life  in  a  divine  environment,  should  be  hailed  with 

joy  and  earnest  co-operation. 
Principles  change  not;  but  methods  must  be  de- 

termined by  manifold  circumstances.  The  ••bykLh 
means  "  of  1  Cor.  9:  22  takes  new  forms  in  all  the 
centuries.  The  devil-traps  were  never  so  many  as 
now.  Let  the  counter  attractions  of  the  large- 
hearted,  many-sided  Christ  be  more  and  mightier. 
The  forms  of  the  beauty  of  holiness  are  numberless. 
Let  us  reveal  Christ  in  so  many  and  such  ravishing 

ways  that  "we  may  by  all  means  save  some." 
Union  Deposit,  Pa. 

"  A  FRUITFUL  BOUOH  BY  A  WELL."—  Qen.  40:  22. 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

In  eastern  lands  wells  are  more  numerous  than  in 

this  country.  They  were  enclosed  by  walls,  so  that 
branches  ran  over  them.  In  the  wilderness  of 

Beer-sheba  Hagar  saw  a  well  of  water  and  gave  her 

child  a  drink,  for  the  Lord  said,  "  I  will  make  him 

a  great  nation."  Gen.  21:19.  In  Gen.  24  we  read 
that  "  a  wife  was  found  at  a  well  for  Isaac,  whose 

servants  dug  four  wells  in  the  valley  of  Gerar." 
The  first  was  a  well  of  springing  water.  The  last 

was  called  Rehoboth,  for  Isaac  said,  "  Now  the 
Lord  hath  made  room  for  us,  and  we  shall  be  fruit- 

ful in  the  land."     Gen.  26:  22 

Our  Blessed  Master  preached  a  sermon,  sitting  on 
the  wall  of  a  well,  to  the  Samaritan  woman.  It  was 

the  same  well  Jacob  gave  to  Joseph,  where  he 

foretold  that  "Joseph  was  a  fruitful  bough;  whose 

branches  ran  over  the  wall." 
As  a  new  year  is  with  us  again,  may  we,  who  love 

Jesus,  pray  that  wells  of  water  shall  spring  up  in 
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our  hearts!  May  we  sow  beside  all  waters  for  the 
the  salvation  of  souls  and  try  to  spread  fruitful 
boughs  around  the  church.  The  prophet  Isaiah 
writes,  "Until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from on  high,  and  the  wilderness  be  a  fruitful  field  and 
the  fruitful  field  be  counted  for  a  forest.  Then 
judgment  shall  dwell  in  the  wilderness,  and  right- 
eousness  remain  in  the  fruitful  field"  Isa  «• 
15.  16. 

"Gather  the  wanderers  into  the  fold 
As  the  New  Year  opens  before  us. 

Jesus  will  bless  you. 
Though  but  a  word  you  may  speak, 
It  may  sink  like  a  seed 

Into  the  ground, 

From  which  a  fruitful  bough  may  grow," 
Middletown,  Pa. 

CORRESPONDENCE  '■ 
a  the  churches." 

t^-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  ol  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing 
give  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  [or  that  purpose. 

Prom  Fruitdale,  Ala. 

The  work  at  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  seems  to  be  moving 
along  encouragingly.  A  mission  has  been  started 

four  miles  from  here,  at  Escatawpa,  and  much  in- 

terest seems  to  be  manifested.  The  people  are 
very  kind  and  obliging.  One  thing  noticeable  about 
the  people  of  the  South  is  that  they  all  seem  to  be 

"church-going"  people,  and  there  are  very  few  un- 
believers, atheists,  or  infidels  among  them.  They 

are  refined  in  their  tastes  and  deportment  wherever 
opportunities  for  education  are  had. 

The  weather  is  pleasant,  and  those  who  came 

here  for  their  health  do  not  seem  to  be  affected  by 
the  winter.  It  seems  that  the  effect  of  the  winter 

here  is  to  check  the  progress  of  rheumatic  or  ca- 
tarrhal diseases,  while  the  summer  does  the  real 

healing.  Thermometer  to-day  (Dec.  16)  registered 

750  in  the  shade. 
Brethren  Samuel  and  A.  D.  Stutzman,  and  wife, 

of  Girard,  111.,  are  here  now.  Bro.  Joseph  Fahne- 
stock  and  wife,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  are  also  with 
us.  There  are  others  here  permanently  and  others 

expected  soon,  some  from  Ohio,  some  from  Mis- 
souri, and  some  from  Illinois  and  elsewhere.  Bro. 

Samuel  Ridgeway,  of  Girard,  111.,  has  located  at 

Citronelle,  twenty-one  miles  farther  south. 
N.  R.  Baker. 

Dec.  16, 

Items  from  the  Lordsburg  Church,  Cal. 

To-day,  Dec.  20,  Eld.  Jno.  Metzger  has  reached 

his  eighty-eighth  birthday.  He  has  about  recov- 
ered from  his  late  attack  of  sickness,  is  quite  cheer- 

ful, and  able  to  attend  services  again.  He  took  his 

birthday  dinner  at  the  home  of  brother  and  sister 

McDonough.  On  the  14th  inst.,  he  received  a  tele- 
gram from  his  son-in-law,  Bro.  Andrew  Shively,  of 

Cerro  Gordo,  stating  that  his  daughter,  Barbara, 
was  very  low.  He  at  once  made  preparations  to  go 

east,  having  such  great  desire  to  see  his  daughter 
once  more  before  she  would  cross  the  river,  but  the 

following  morning  the  sad  message  came,  stating 
that  Barbara  had  fallen  asleep.  It  was  a  severe 

shock  to  the  old  frame,  but,  on  account  of  his  un- 
wavering faith  in  a  glorious  resurrection,  he  soon 

recovered.  Why  is  it  that  the  old  father  in  Israel 
must  pass  through  such  an  ordeal  in  his  last  days? 

Perhaps  it  is  only  a  little  more  burnishing  of  the 

breast-plate  of  faith  that  the  pearls  in  it  may  be- 
come more  brilliant  as  the  day  of  redemption  is 

drawing  nigh!  B.  F.  Masterson. 

From  Arizona. 

Here  in  the  South  River  Valley,  is  a  church  of 

the  Brethren,  laboring  for  the  cause  of  the  Master. 
They  own  a  church-lot  in  Glendale,  but  at  present 

worship  in  a  large  new  tent,  used  by  them  and 

the  River  Brethren  for  Sunday  school  and  preach- 

Sunday,  Dec.  15,  our  elder,  Peter  Forney,  held 
two  meetings  in  a  schoolhouse,  fifteen  miles  south- 

west of  Glendale.  Although  the  congregation  was 
not  large,  the  interest  was  excellent,  and  an  ap- 

pointment was  made  for  preaching  again  in  two weeks. 

Dec.  19,  with  our  family,  we  enjoyed  a  carriage 
drive  with  Bro.  Perrets.'to  a  large  orange  grove nine  miles  east  of  Phcenix,  Ariz.  The  last  of  the 
crop  is  being  harvested  here.  They  are  the  largest oranges  I  have  ever  seen. 

Probably  nothing  more  surprises  the  Easterner 
here  than  the  general  American  appearance  of 
the  Valley.  The  population  of  the  cities  is  most- 

ly Eastern,  and  there  is  a  decided  air  of  Eastern 
thrift  and  energy.  Miles  and  miles  of  thrifty, 
well-kept  farms  and  buildings,  rightly  signify 
Eastern  farmers  with  their  frugal  habits.  Sub- 

stantial, commodious  schoolhouscs  speak  well  for 
the  intelligence  of  the  people,  and  here  are  good 
openings  for  tile  preaching  of  the  Brethren's  doc- 

trine. Fashionable  and  expensive  church  build- 
ings of  populir  denominations  have  like  attendants, 

and  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
poorer  classes  are  neglected  except  by  the  few 
faithful  of  the  Lord. 

Brethren,  visiting  the  Southwest,  will  receive  a 

cordial  welcome  by  the  members  here,  and  min- 
isters are  assured  of  an  attentive  audience.  Our 

address  will  now  be  Glendale,  Ariz.,  instead  of 

Warrensburg,  Mo.  John  E.  Mohler. 

A  Note  of  Thanks. 
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To  the  fifty-three  sisters  who  so  kindly  contribut- 

ed  to   the   sisters'    fund    for    a    meetinghouse    in 
Washington,    I   would    expn 
have   greatly   encouraged   m 

to  be  of  service  in  the  Lord's 
proposition    was    presented, 
tributed,   and   that    is  the 

loveth.     2   Cor.   9:  7.     None 
poorer,  but  you  all  feel  happy  in  having  helped 
a  good  cause.  It  is  a  blessed  thing  to  be  an 
humble  helper  in  any  good  work.  I  am  sorry  we 
did  not  succeed  in  raising  the  full  amount  in  1895. 
No  doubt  there  are  some  sisters  who  feel  some 

condemnation  that  they  have  not  yet  contributed. 

The  "appeal"  is  still  open.  Come,  sisters,  will 
you  not  help  to  raise  the  five  hundred  dollars? 
We  have  more  than  half.  A  little  more  effort 

and  sacrifice,  and  we  will  succeed.  The  laborer 

that  went  into  the  vineyard  at  the  eleventh  hour 
received  as  much  as  those  that  went  early  in  the 

morning.  Try  the  Lord  and  see  if  he  will  not 
bless  you.  Mai.  3:  10.  Send  your  contributions 

to  Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer,  and  say  it  is  for  the  Wash- 

ington house  sisters'  fund. Do  not  be  afraid  the  house  will  never  be  built. 

If  it  should  not,  the  money  will  be  used  in  mission 

work  at  some  other  place.  Many  thanks  to  the 

sisters  that  have  already  given.  "  And  may  he 
that  ministereth  seed  to  the  sower,  both  minister 
bread  for  your  food,  and  multiply  your  seed  sown, 

and  increase  the  fruits  of  your  righteousness."  2 

Cor.  9:  10.  Ella  Williams. 

From  the  Pleasant  View  Church,  Philipps  Co.,  Kans. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Garber,  from  Newton  County,  and 

G.  H.  Sharp  (the  blind  brother),  from  Rawlins 

County,  this  State,  commenced  meetings  here  Dec. 

15  and  continued  each  evening  until  Dec.  23.  The 

weather  was  pleasant  and  the  meetings  were  very 

interesting.  On  account  of  the  illness  of  his  little 

daughter,  Bro.  Garber  was  called  home  Dec.  20. 

Bro.  Sharp  continued  his  talks  with  much  zeal. 

He  is  not  an  ordained  minister,  yet  he  does  some 

work  in  this  way  for  his  Master.  Though  blind  to 

the  beauties  of  earth,  he  looks  forward  with  an  eye 

of  faith  to  the  beautiful  in  the  spirit  world.  On 

Sunday,  Dec.  21,  he  addressed  the  children's 
 meet- 

ing. At  the  close  there  was  one  applicant  for 

baptism,  which  was  attended  to  on  Christmas  
Day. 

Our  evergreen  Sunday  school  is  still  in  progress.
 

We  also  have  Bible  Reading  on  Wednesday  
even- 

ing of  each  week.  There  is  a  good  opening  here 
to  build  up  a  larr  church,  but  on  account  of  so 

many  failures  in  cl\ps  we  are  compelled  to  move 

away.  As  my  husband  is  the  only  minister  living 
near  here,  it  will  leave  this  little  flock  in  Philipps 
County  without  a  shepherd.  This  is  a  mission 
point  that  must  be  looked  after.  There  will  be 
twenty-four  members  living  here  after  we  go  away. 

Mary  M.  Jarboe. 

Republican  Cily,  Ncbr.,  Dec.  sy. 

From  Pleasant  Hill,  III. 

The  above  is  the  name  of  the  M.  E.  church,  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  Waddam's  Grove  congregation, 
Stephenson  Co.,  III.,  where  the  Brethren  aim  to  have 
preaching  once  a  month,  but  frequently  several 
months  pass  without  any  preaching,  as  the  ministers 
have  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles  to  go,  and  in 
cold,  rough  weather  they  sometimes  fail  to  meet  the 

appointments.  This  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  the 
interest.  This,  at  one  time,  was  the  home  of  our 

esteemed  brother,  Eld.  Enoch  Eby.  I  was  told 

there  once  was  a  good  prospect  for  the  Brethren 
to  have  taken  this  field  in  religious  sentiment,  but 

the  opportunity  was  neglected,  and  now  the  Meth- 
odists have  taken  possession  and  built  a  church- 

house.    They  now  hold  the  sway. 

By  request  of  the  Waddam's  Grove  congregation 
I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  there  on  the 

evening  of  Nov.  26,  and  closed  last  night  with  a 

large  and  very  attentive  congregation.  I  preached 

twenty-two  sermojis,  and,  as  a  result,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  four  precious  souls  were  buried  with 

Christ  in  baptism.  All  are  members  of  one  fami- 

ly,—father,  two  sons  and  a  little  daughter,  eleven 
years  old.  The  mother  and  eldest  daughter  were 
members.  They  are  now  a  happy  family, — all  in 

the  church. 
There  seems  to  be  a  considerable  prejudice,  by 

some  of  the  people  in  this  place,  against  the  Breth- 
ren, but  the  members  feel  much  encouraged  at 

this  time,  and  I  feel  the  way  is  open  now  for  the 
Brethren  to  do  a  good  work  here  by  proper  care 

and  management.  Brethren  who  go  there  to 

preach  should  be  well  prepared  to  handle  their 
subjects  in  a  clear  and  intelligent  manner,  and  not 

criticise  other  churches  and  their  practices,  either 

in  the  pulpit  or  in  the  social  circle.  Such  things 

are  not  edifying,  but  create  prejudice  and  keep 

people  away  from  meeting.  I  hope  the  Brethren 

will  be  able,  by  the  Lord's  help,  not  only  to  hold 
the  interest  that  has  been  awakened  during  this 
series  of  meetings,  but  to  increase  it  much,  and 

kindly  care  for  these  lambs  that  have  been  added 

to  the  fold. 
My  address  will  be  Ustick,  Whiteside  Co.,  III., 

care  of  J.  S.  Longanecker,  for  several  weeks,  as 

I  expect  to  commence  meetings  there  Thursday 
evening  of  this  week,  the  Lord  willing.  From 

there  I  go  to  Mt.  Carroll,  111.,  and  from  there  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  My  present  engagements 

will  occupy  my  time  until  about  March,  hence,  if 
there  arc  any  other  congregations  that  desire  my 

labor,  they  will  please  let  me  know. 
Jacob  Witmore. 

Mc  Piter  son,  Kans.,  Dec.  16. 

From  Monitor,  Kans. 

Oor  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 

Brown,  commenced  Nov.  16.  He  preached  one 

week  at   the   church,   when   the  brethren   and  sis- 

ters decided  that  he  c 

point  of  preaching  no 

quested  us  to  hold 
preaching  at  that  place 
suited  in  four  baptized  ; 
realized    the   necessity 

ontinue  the  meetings  at  a 

th,  where  the  people  re- 
meetings.  He  continued 

for  two  weeks,  which  re- 
nd six  applicants.  Others 

}f  living  a  better  life  and 

were  thinking  about  it  seriously.  Two  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  re- 

claimed during  the  past  summer. 

Bro.  Brown  preached  at  the  church  on  Thanks- 

giving Day.  After  preaching  we  had  a  social  meet- 
ing, in  which  the  brethren  and  sisters  expressed 

their  gratefulness   to   their    Creator    for    blessing 
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them  so  abundantly  through  another  year  that  had 

past. 
A  collection  was  taken,  and  a  little  over  eight 

dollars  raised  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 

Christ.  On  the  first  Saturday  of  December  the 

Missionary  Board  met  at  the  church,  and,  on  the 

following  Sunday,  Bro.  Brown  preached  an  excel- 

lent missionary  sermon.  M.  J.  Mishles. 

From  Wolf  Lake,  lnd. 

Bro.  J.  V.  Felthouse,  of  Elkhart,  lnd.,  came  to 

us  Oct.  19,  and  commenced  preaching  for  us  the 

same  evening.  He  preached  each  evening  and 

on  Sunday,  Oct.  27.  He  held  one  day  meeting 

and  was  with  us  at  one  council-meeting.  Uur 

meetings  continued  till  Nov.  2,  at  which  time  we 
held  our  love  feast.  It  was  well  attended,  there 

being  quite  a  number  from  other  congregations 
with  us.  The  ministerial  help  was  ample.  Bro. 
Thurston  Miller,  of  La  Porte,  lnd.,  officiated. 

The  next  morning  our  meeting  again  opened  at 

ten  o'clock.  Short  talks  were  given  by  each  of  the 
ministers  present  from  abroad.  In  the  evening 
Bro.  Felthouse  preached  his  last  sermon. 

Our  fourth  and  last  quarterly  council  for  1895 

occurred  Dec.  7.  The  church  was  well  represented 
and  much  business  came  before  the  meeting,  which 

was  pleasantly  disposed  of,  seemingly  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  present. 

Eld.  Jeremiah  Gump,  who  had  been  our  elder  for 

many  years,  assisted  us  much  in  the  business  of 
the  meeting.  We  were  glad  for  his  presence,  as 
heseems  like  a  father  to  us. 

A  member  of  the  Christian  church  came  to  this 

meeting  and  asked  admittance;  his  request  was 
granted.  Levi  Zumbrun. 

Blue  River  Church,  lnd.,  Dec.  10. 

From  the  Union  City  Church,  lnd. 

thi 
We  just  closed  our  second  Bible 

church.  The  first  one,  a  year  ago,  was  held  at  our 

large  house.  The  last  one  was  held  at  our  Hill 
Grove  house  and  was  conducted  by  Bro.  David 

Hollinger.  His  wife,  like  a  faithful  Priscilla  (Acts 
18:  26)  assisted.  Our  brethren  will  do  a  good 

work  by  holding  Bible  schools  in  our  local  church- 
es, exercising  the  same  care  as  in  holding  our 

series  of  meetings. 
Some  of  the  advantages  in  holding  such  schools 

are  these:  Ministers  and  Sunday  school  teachers 

will  become  better  qualified  for  work  in  their  im- 
portant fields  of  labor,  and  the  membership  will 
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for  more  practical  Bible  knowledge 

The  Beaver  Creek  congregation  has  decided  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings  about  Jan.  I,  provided 
Bro.  David  Bowman,  of  Missouri,  can  be  with  us. 

Success  to  the  Messenger  and  God  bless  our  mis- 
sionaries! M.  B.  Miller. 

Spring  Creek,  Va.  , 

the  growing  in- 
ur  Brotherhood 

ncreasing  thirst 

W.  K.  Simmons. 
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Something  to  Think  About. 

d  long  enough  on  the  frontier  to 

nembers,  and  especially  our  min- 
imposed  upon  unintentionally,  at 

:n  or  .their  children,  who  visit  these 

for  pleasure  or  to  look  up  new 
homes.  How  often,  on  those  occasions,  is  the 

minister's  home  made  the  stopping  place!  This 
is  all  right,  and  the  visit  is  highly  appreciated. 
Yet,  dear  Christian  friends,  have  we  stopped  to 

think  that  our  brother  has  to  labor  hard  to  main- 

tain his  family,  and  is  it  right  for  us  to  thus  im- 
pose upon  him,  without,  in  some  way,  aiding  him 

to  bear  his  burden?  The  apostle  tells  us,  "Bear 
ye  one  another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law 
of  Christ."  Gal.  6:  2.  Come,  let  us  reason  togeth- 

er. Had  we  stopped  at  the  hotel,  instead  of  being 

pleasantly  and  safely  housed  by  our  brother  and 

family,  would  we  have  expected  the  hotel-keeper 
to  be  satisfied  with  thank  you  and  the  promise  to 

return  again?  Not  at  all.  So  let  us  consider 
Whether  it  is  just  to  thus  stop  with  our  brethren,, 
be  lodged  and  fed  by  them,  without  paying  them 
at  least  one-half  we  would  have  paid  at  the  hotel. 
This  would  be  helping  to  bear  the  burden. 

Another  point.  How  meny,  in  writing  to  their 

friends  for  information,  with  regard  to  their  sec- 
tion of  country,  forget  the  fact  that  it  will  cost  the 

brother  something  to  return  the  information  want- 
ed. So  let  us  not  neglect  to  send  several  stamps 

to  help  bear  the  cost.  D.  M.  Click. 

Fori  Collins,  Colo. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

Hartford  City,  lnd.— Bro.  I.  M.  Gibson  came  to 

us  Dec.  8  and  preached  nineteen  sermons.  Three 

dear  sisters  were  baptized  and  three  that  had  wan- 

dered away  from  the  fold,  came  back  and  were 

gladly  received.  Since  the  meeting  closed  three 
have  been  baptized,  and  we  believe  many  are  near 

the  kingdom.— Rosella  Holcroft,  Dec.  25. 

Jonathan  Creek,  Ohio.— The  year  1895  has  been 
a  year  of  sorrow  and  rejoicing.  We  have  lost  six 
of  our  members  by  death.  We  received  twenty 

members  by  baptism,  ranging  in  age  from  eleven  to 

forty  years.  We  had  three  protracted  meetings 
lately, — one  at  each  house.  They  were  held  by 

Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone,  one  of  our  home  minis- 
ters.    He  did  his  work  well. — Jacob  Leckrone. 

Blizzard,  Tenn.— I  went  on  a  mission  of  love  to 

Scott  County,  Virginia,   to   anoint   sister  Osborne, 

From  Beaver  Creek,  Va. 

Dec.  13  was  our  regular  quarterly  council.  Ev- 
erything passed  off  pleasantly.  One  dear  soul 

was  reclaimed  and  two  others  are  ready  to  return. 
The  principal  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  make 
our  annual  settlement.  The  settlement  was  ef- 

fected; expenses  all  paid  and  some  money  left 
in  the  treasury.  Our  surplus,  I  think,  could  be 
well  spent  if  we  would  send  it  to  our  foreign  mis- 

sionaries. On  account  of  Bro.  Roof's  funeral,  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  we  were  unable  to  take  up  a 
collection  for  our  missionaries.  We  hope  it  will 
be  attended  to  in  the  near  future. 

I  reported  some  time  ago  that  the  Beaver  Creek 
congregation  agreed  to  divide  in  two.  This  went 
into   effect   Dec.    13,    1895.    The  one  branch   will 

wife  of  Bro.  John  Osb 

second  degree.  I  foun 
consumption,  but  strong 
We  had  fifteen  meeting; 

and  anointed  two  sisters. 

orne,  their  minister  in  the 
d  the  sister  afflicted  with 
n  the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 

We  baptized  one  sister 
We  held  one  love  feast 

which  was  much  enjoyed  by  all,  especially  by  the 

afflicted  sister. — George  C.  Bowman,  Dec.  20. 

Nappanee,  lnd. — The  members  of  the  Turkey 
Creek  church  met  at  the  Nappanee  house  in  quar- 

terly council  Dec.  21.  We  held  a  choice  for  two 
deacons,  but  as  four  ran  so  near  together,  the 
church  decided  to  install  all  four  of  them.  The 

brethren  were  Bro.  John  Geyer,  Henry  Wysong, 

Lafayette  Snyder  and  John  Brown.  All  are  worthy 
brethren.  Brethren  J.  H.  Miller,  Alexander  Miller, 
and  other  ministers,  were  with  u 

still  be  kno 
and  the  othe 

as  the  Beaver  Creek  congregatii 
i  the  Sangerville  congregation. 

Notes  from  the  Old  People's  Home,  Northern  Illinois. 

— When  the  Home  was  opened  in  1893,  only 

a  few  inmates  were  ready  to  occupy  the  commodi- 
ous structure  erected  for  the  care  of  the  aged 

dependent  ones.  At  that  time  some  thought  the 

building  was  almost  too  large,  but  to-day,  with  j 
fifteen  inmates,  besides  the  Superintendent  and  his  j 

staff  of  helpers,  the  building  is  well-filled,  there 
being  only  two  vacant  rooms. 

— Through  the  liberality  of  those  who  contribut- 
ed to  the  endowment  fund  of  the  Home,  the  in- 

stitution is  now  largely  self-supporting,  and  but 
little  will  be  required  from  the  churches  of  the 
District,  unless  unforeseen  expenditures  should 
make  such  a  call  necessary.  It  would  be  well  if 
more  of  our  members  in  Northern  Illinois  would 

remember  the  Home  by  a  generous  endowment. 
It  is  more  lasting  than  monument  of  marble  and 

granite,  to  perpetuate  our  memory  in  deeds  of 
loving  kindness.  If  the  Lord  rewards  the  least 
that  is  done  in  his  name  to  the  humblest  saint, 

will  there  not  be  a  bright  reward  for  those  who 
remember  the  Home  at  Mt.  Morris,  and  help  it  to 
grow  to  larger  spheres  of  usefulness? 

— It  is  not  the  least  encouraging  feature  of  our 
Home  that,  comparatively  speaking,  we  have  had 
but  little  sickness.  The  general  healthfulness  of 

Mt.  Morris  and  the  good  sanitary  arrangements  at 
the  Home  all  contribute  to  this  desirable  end. 

As  a  result,  our  expense  for  medical  aid  and  sup- 
plies has  been  but  light. 

—For  the  benefit  of  the  inmates  who  are  too 
feeble  to  walk  to  the  Chapel  for  services,  a  prayer 

meeting  is  held  at  the  Home.  Last  Sunday  even- 

ing the  theme  was  "  God's  Care,"  as  set  forth  in 
Ps.  23.  Several  of  the  inmates  expressed  their 

appreciation  of  the  Lord's  goodness  in  permitting 
them  to  spend  their  last  days  so  pleasantly.  The 

many  good  remarks  at  the  meeting  brought  re- 
newed trust  and  confidence  to  all  who  trust  in  the 

mighty  arm  of  Jehovah.  L.  A.  P. 
Ml.  Morris,  III. 

Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  Isaac 
Barto,  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  commenced  a  series 
of  meetings  in  the  Union  meetinghouse  of  this 

place  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  17,  and  continued 
until  the  evening  of  Dec.  1.  While  we  have  no 

the  meetings  were  of  great 

at  this  place.  He  preached 
'e  also  had  a  Thanksgiving 

liberal  collection  was  raised 
n  missions. — Barbara  E.  Byers, 

to 

accessu 

benefit  to  the   cau: 
sixteen    sermons, 

meeting   at   which 
for  home  and  fore 
Mrchanicsbuegt  Pa. 

Duncansville  Church,  Pa. — Bro.  Mi 
is  conducting  a  very  interesting  series 
in  the  Carson  Valley  house  at  present, 

ings  began  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  I 
preaching  every  evening  till  Saturday  evening, 
Dec.  28,  when  seven  young  persons  came  out,  to 

unite  with  the  church,  and  were  baptized  on  Sun- 
day at  2  P.  M.  Bro.  Claar  is  still  continuing  the 

meetings,  with  prospects  of  still  others  coming  to 
also  had  a  visit  from  Bro.  Daniel 

chael   Claar 

meet- 

/e  had 

the   church. 

Vaniman,  of  McPherson 
the     Lamersville    house 

Christmas,    and 
Christmas  Day 

Bro.   Vaniman': 

Ka He 

God  that  all 
monitions 

preached  in evening  before 
delivered  also  two  sermons  on 

His  talks  were  much  appreciated, 

mission  among  the  churches  is 
more  than  one  way.  Would  to 

dd  heed  his  good  counsels  and  ad- 
D.  S.  Replogle,  McKecs  Gap,  Pa.,  Dec.  3. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.— Dec.  22  Bro.  John  A.  Arnold 
preached  at  the  Brookside  church  at  10:30  A.  M., 
and  at  the  same  hour  Bro.  Emery  Fike  preached 
at  the  Glade  View  church.  Brethren  John  S.  and 
Samuel  K.  Fike  preached  at  the  Sugar  Lands.. 

Dec.  25  Bro.  Jonas  Fike  preached  at  Maple  Spring 
and  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  28  Bro.  I.  O.  Thompson 
preached  at  the  Brookside  church;  also  the  next 
morning.  At  night  he  preached  at  Maple  Spring. 
In  this  church,  since  Jan.  1,  1895,  UP  to  Jan.  1, 

1896,  there  were  forty-three  baptized  and  one  re-  ' 
claimed.  Four  were  added  by  letter,  and  eight 
others  have  not  yet  handed  in  their  letters.  Four 
have  been  disfellowshiped;  four  have  been  re- 

moved by  death,  and  seven  have  moved  to  other 
fields.  Nearly  three  hundred  sermons  were 

preached,  and  five  different  Sunday  schools  con- 
ducted, some  of  them  have  closed  during  the  win- 

<  ter. — Rachel  Weimer. 

V 
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Graydon,  Pa.-The  Brethren  of  the  Codorus congregation  were  much  rejoiced  when  Bro  Chris 
tian  Bucher  came  to  us  Dec.  2,  preaching  thirteen 
soul-strengthening  sermons.  A  few  days  after  he left,  two  applied  for  baptism  and  were  baptized Dec.  22. —  Christian  Ness,  Dec.  3/. 

Bradford,  Ohio.-Bro.  Lewis  W.  Teeter  came  to 
us  Dec.  14,  and  preached  twenty-seven  sermons 

,  giving  no  uncertain  sound.  Four  souls  were  con- 
/  vinced  and  were  baptized.  The  meetings  closed with  increasing  interest  and  attendance,  and  with 

regrets  that  Bro.  Teeter  had  to  leave  for  other 
fields  of  labor.— Levi  L.  Landis,  Dec.  30. 
Wade  Branch,  Kans.— While  visiting  in  this  con- 

gregation, Eld.  Enoch  Eby  preached  several  ser- 
mons for  us.  Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the 

weather  and  sickness,  the  attendance  was  small, 
hut  the  attention  was  excellent.  Our  elder,  George 
Myers,  owing  to  ill  health  this  winter,  could  not 
be  out  to  the  meetings  during  Bro.  Eby's  stay. 
Our  Sunday  school  will  commence  the  first  Sunday 
in  January. — A.  M.  Sharp,  Jan.  i. 

Greene  Church,  Iowa.— The  Brethren  met  in 

quarterly  council  Jan.  2.  A  good  deal  of  business 
came  before  the  meeting.  We  decided  to  have 

preaching  every  Sunday  evening,  and  a  Sunday 

school  teachers'  meeting  every  Thursday  evening. 
We  have  reorganized  our  Sunday  school  for  this 

year.  We  also  decided  to  use  the  Brethren's 
Sunday  School  Song  Book  in  our  Sunday  school  — 
Gertie  Eikenbcrry,  Jan.  4. 

Red  River  Valley  Church,  N.  Dak.— The  breth- 
ren and  sisters  of  the  Red  River  Valley  church 

met  for  their  love  feast  Nov.  2.  The  meeting  was 

well  attended.  The  weather  was  pleasant.  Min- 

isters present  were  George  Swihart,  George  Stryck- 
er,  Levi  Miller  and  Amos  Peters.  Our  church- 

membership  is  thirty-nine.  We  have  appointments 
every  Sunday.  One  appointment  is  in  the  west 

end  of  the  District.— J.  J.  Troyer,  Clifford,  N.  Dak. 

Sangerville,  Va.— The  Brethren  met  on  Christ- 
mas Day  at  the  Sangerville  church.  One  sister 

united  with  the  church  by  baptism.  Yesterday 

'  we  met  in  special  council.  Quite  an  amount  of 
business  passed  the  meeting  with  seemingly  good 

feeling.  To-day  being  the  fifth  Sunday,  we  had 
preaching,  after  which  we  again  had  the  pleasure 
of  baptizing  eight  dear  souls.     Others  are  counting >-. 

near  the  kii 1.— A. 

.  Mil- 

the  cost;  sc 

'-     ler,  Dec.  20. 

Glen  Rock,  Nebr.— Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  came  to  us 
Nov.  16  and  held  several  meetings  for  us,  but  left 

again  in  the  midst  of  interest,  after  preaching 

seventeen  sermons  in  all.  Six  precious  souls  unit- 
(q  ed  with  the  church  by  confession  and  baptism. 

There  are  also  two  applicants  for  baptism,  and 
one  dear  sister,  who  had  wandered  away,  came 
back  to  the  fold.  Nine  additions  to  the  church 

means  a  good  many  here  in  this  place,  for  people 

are  so  very  proud.  It  is  hard  for  some  to  accept 
the  perfect  plan  of  salvation  in  all  its  plainness 
as  our  Brethren  teach  it.  We  have  twenty  mem- 

bers here  now.  Thirteen  have  united  with  the 

church  during  the  last  five  months.— Miriam  A. 
Maxey. 

New  Hope  Church,  Tenn.—  Since  my  report  of 
the  needs  of  this  church,  one  year  ago,  we  have 

had  the  privilege  of  hearing  God's  Word  preached, 

  a  privilege  that  we  had  not  had  for  about  two 

years  before.  June  1  Eld 
companied  by  Bro.  Nathar 
and  preached  six  sermons, 

and  sister  Miller,  accompanied  by  Bro.  Wm. 

Detrick,  of  Monticello,  Ohio,  and  Bro.  Michael 

Miller,  of  Darke  County,  same  State,  came.  Bro. 

Daniel  Miller  preached  three  sermons.  Their 

visit  with  us  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  The 

parting  hand  came  all  too  soon.  The  light  is  be- 

ginning to  dawn  here  and  we  hope  for  a  better  day. 

Bro.  A.  M.  Shults,  and  family,  of  Malvern,  111., 

including  four  members,  will  move  to  our  place 
\  in  the  near  future.  We  have  no  minister  yet,  but 

I  \  think  that  we  will,  sometime  in  the  future.— A.  W. 
Oren,  Lankford,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31. 
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',  Ind.— At 
Williamsport     church 

church-council,  held  in  the 

Ind.,  Dec.  7,  Bro.  Enos 
Moore  was  elected  deacon,  and,  with  his  wife 
was  duly  installed.  We  were  assisted  in  the  work 
by  Eld.  Isaac  Billheimer.-G^y,  L.  Studcbaker. 

Quinter,  Kans.-I  was  called  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Indian  Creek,  in  the  southwest  part 
of  Gove  County.  The  meetings  commenced 
Dec  22  and  continued  until  Dec.  29.  I  delivered, 
■  n  all,  nine  sermons.  Two  precious  souls  were  re- 

ceived by  baptism,  and  others  are  near  the  king- dom.    May  the  Lord 

Dec 

30. 

praised!—  J.    B.     Wl 

Adamsboro,  Pa.-Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of^Lewis- 
town,  Pa.,  commenced  a  scries  of  meetings  here 
Dec,  1,  and  continued  until  the  16th.  He  preached, 
in  all,  nineteen  sermons.  We  had  good  attendance', considering  that  there  were  two  other 
the  neighborhood.  Our  little  church  v 
vived  and  built  up.  Fou: 
Flory,  Dec.  22. 

eeting: 

ch  was  much 

baptized.— David 

Ri, 

Sterling,  IU.-The  Sterling  church  held  its 
quarterly  council  Jan.  1.  By  request  brethren  D. 
Dierdorff  and  A.  L.  Grater  were  present.  Much 
unanimity  prevailed.  The  spiritual  and  financial 
report  of  the  church  is  good.  An  election  for  two 
deacons  was  held,  the  choice  falling  on  brethren 
Harvey  Myers  and  John  D.  Fox.  They  arc  both 
worthy  young  brethren.  May  they  be  instrumental 
in  doing  much  good!—/3  R.  Keltoer,  Jan  3. 
Fountain  Dale,  Pa.— Bro.  J.  S.  Weybright,  as- 

sisted by  Bro.  T.  J.  Kolb,  has  just  closed  ail  in- 
teresting series  of  meetings  in  this  church.  He 

preached,  in  all,  twelve  sermons,  to  a  well-filled 
house  of  anxious  hearers.  Two  precious  souls 
expressed  themselves  as  willing  to  accept  their 
Savior  by  following  his  example.  One  who  had 
wandered  away,  was  reclaimed.  Others  are  count- 

ing the  cost,  and  the  church  was  built  up  in  the 
faith. — Cora  A,  Linebaugh,  Dec.  31. 

(  Elkhart,  Ind.— I  hear  many  words  of  praise  for 
the  enlarged  Gospel  Messenger.  Its  readers  here 
place  it  next  to  the  Bible  in  home  literature.  Its 

general  makeup,  spirit,  and  real  value  is  a  great  im- 
provement over  the  past.  It  ought  to  go  into  every 

home  and  would  if  all  who  profess  to  be  its  friend 
would  work,  as  well  as  pray,  for  it.  Members  must 

be  taught  to  sacrifice  the  material  for  the  spiritual, 
the  lower  for  the  higher,  and  then  there  will  be 

plenty  of  means  and  room  for  every  good  work. 
Let  all  who  have  learned  the  better  way  turn  teach- 

ers and  the  victory  will  be  won  easily! — /.  D. 
Parker. 

Mt.  Zion,  W.  Va.  Bro.  Z.  Annon,  of  Thornton, 

W.  Va.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  here  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  14,  and  continued  until  the 
evening  of  the  25th.  He  was  assisted  by  brethren 
from  adjoining  churches.  One  dear  brother  was 

added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Another  appli- 

cant,—an  invalid  sister, — will  be  baptized  as  soon 
as  her  strength  and  the  weather  will  permit.  May 

the  Lord  give  her  strength!  She  is  a  very  intel- 
ligent lady,  and,  though  an  invalid,  will  add  much 

to  the  strength  of  the  little  band  here.  While 

among  us  Bro.  Annon  made  not  only  friends  for 
himself,  but  for  the  cause  we  hold  so  dearly.  The 
church  elected  Bro.  W.  Phillips  to  the  office  of 

deacon.— J.  Monroe  Wells,  Dec.  31. 

Olathe,  Kans. — Dec.  15  wife  and  I,  accompanied 
by  brother  and  sister  Noah  Riffey,  went  to  Kansas 

City,  Kans.,  to  attend  to  the  Father's  business.  A 
sick  lady,  who  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  most 
of  the  time  for  over  a  year,  desired  to  be  baptized. 

A  box  was  arranged  just  outside  the  house  and 
filled  with  water.  Two  brethren  carried  her  out 

and  after  she  was  immersed,  she  was  again  placed 

comfortably  into  her  bed.  Devotional  exercises 
held,  and  she  was  then  anointed.  When  we 

left  she  seemed  quite  cheerful.  The  prospects  are 

quite  encouraging  in  Kansas  City.  This  is  the 
second  one  baptized  recently.  Bro.  C.  M.  Yearout, 

of  Westphalia,  Kans,,  is  at  present  holding  meet- 
ings in  the  Olathe  meetinghouse. — Geo.  E.  Wise, 

Dec.  20. 

Taccio,  Va.— We  had  preaching  to-day  at  Beth- 
lehem. A  collection  for  foreign  missions  resulted 

in  raising  S13.00  for  that  work. — David  Bowman, 

Dec.  23. 

Fulton,  Ind.— Our  series  of  meetings,  commenced 
at  Mud  Lake  church  Dec.  9,  closed  Dec.  23.  It 
was  conducted  by  Bro.  Aaron  Moss.  Two  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  one  reclaimed. 

— Jeffinon  Sunday,  Dec.  26. 
Mineral  Creek,  Mo.— Bro.  G.  W.  Lentz  came  to 

us  Nov.  30.  He  commenced  meetings  the  same 
evening  and  continued  until  Dec.  16.  We  had 
good  meetings,  large  attendance  and  good  inter- 

est. One  was  received  by  confession  and  baptism. —Frederick  Cnlp,  Dec.  30. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Tenn.— The  Ministerial  Meeting 
for  the  Tennessee  District  was  held  at  Pleasant 
Hill,  Sullivan  Co.,  Tenn.,  Dec.  13  and  14.  Meet- 

ings were  continued  by  brethren  Wm.  Sherfy  and 
—  Ledbetter  till  the  22nd.  As  a  result,  two  were 

baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.— Joseph  B. Wine. 

Pine  Qrove,  Fla.— Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman  was  with 
us  to-day  and  gave  us  a  very  interesting  discourse 
on  the  early  life  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  His 
remarks  were  very  appropriate  and,  we  think, 

greatly  appreciated  by  all  present.     We  are  sorry 
to  learn  that  he  has  to  leave  us  so  soon.   D.  E 

Bowman,  Hope,  /''la.,  Dec.  23. 

Red  Cloud,  Nebr.— Since  our  last  report  three 
more  have  been  baptized.  On  Thanksgiving  Day 
we  met  for  worship.  18275  was  raised  for  mission- 

ary purposes.  Our  Sunday  school  is  doing  much 
for  our  little  band.  How  I  wish  all  could  be  in- 

duced to  use  only  the  Brethren's  literature,  "  for  we 
be  brethren." — Sarah  Mohler,  Jan.  1. 

Alleghany,  W.  Va.— Eld.  Aaron  Fike,  of  Eglon, 
W.  Va.,  began  preaching  for  us  Dec.  19,  and  con- 

tinued one  week.  He  assisted  in  our  quarterly 
council  and  also  in  anointing  Bro.  Benjamin  Cos- 

ner.  The  church  was  much  revived  and_~ioners 

were  made  to  see  themselves  in  the  light  of  God's 
Word.—  Raphael  Baker,  Gormania,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  26. 

South  English,  Iowa.— Two  more  dear  souls 
(sisters)  were  added  to  the  fold  by  baptism  Dec. 
28.  During  the  year  eighteen  have  been  added 

by  baptism.  Four  of  our  young  members  are  at- 
tending school  at  Mt.  Morris.  We  trust  they  may 

be  benefited  spiritually  and  mentally.  Two  of 

our  brethren  are  away,  holding  protracted  meet- 
ings—5.  A.  Brower,  Dec.  31. 

Pierce,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Nov.  28  Bro. 
F.  B.  Weimer,  of  Sterling,  Ohio,  began  preaching 
for  us  and  remained  one  week,  when  Bro.  Quincy 
Leckrone,  of  Ziontown,  Ohio,  came  and  continued 

the  meetings  two  weeks  longer.  The  meetings 
were  largely  attended.  The  best  of  attention  was 

given  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  Five  precious 

souls  consecrated  themselves  to  God's  service, 
and  others  are  almost  persuaded. — R.  R.  Shroyer. 

Cushing,  Okla.  T. — About  two  years  ago  a  broth- 
er in  Ohio  thought  that,  perhaps,  a  few  good  books 

might  help  some  poor  preacher  in  the  West  and 
on  the  frontier.  So  he  sent  some  very  helpful 
books  to  one  that  feels  very  grateful  for  the  same, 
as  they  have  been  helpful  in  getting  ideas.  There 
are  two  young  ministers  here,  who  are  poor,  that 
need  a  friend  or  friends  of  this  kind.  Who  will 

God  will  bless  such  help  and  the 

lend  the  address  to  any  one. — A. 

.1  then 

befr helpers. 
W.  Austin. 

Oakley,  111. — Our  quarterly  council  occurred  Dec. 
23.  Three  were  received  by  letter  and  two  re- 

stored that  had  gone  with  the  Old  Order  Brethren. 
Solicitors  were  also  appointed  to  solicit  for  District 
and  General  Mission.  Our  Sunday  school  was 

reorganized  by  electing  Bro.  Wm.  H.  Hood  as 
Superintendent.  On  Christmas  Day  we  had  chil- 

dren's meeting.  The  attendance  and  interest  were 
good.  Afterwards  a  collection  was  taken  for  the 

children's  mission  of  Chicago,  and  S10.00  was 
raised  for  that  purpose.  Our  social  meeting  is  in 

a  flourishing  condition. — D.  J,  Blickenstaff,  Dec.  2f. 
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Clarence,  Iowa.  —  Our  quarterly 
council  convened  Dec.  28.  Among 

the  business  transacted  was  the  hold- 

ing of  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  near 
future,  and  to  reopen  our  Sunday 
school  with  the  second  quarter  of 

1896.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting  on 
Christmas,  with  a  large  number  of 

children  present,  who  were  kindly  re- 
membered. Our  attendance  at  Sun- 

day school  during  the  past  nine 
months  has  been  highly  gratifying. 
As  our  Sunday  school  closes  Dec.  29, 

we  expect  to  start  a  special  Bible 
class  for  the  winter,  for  the  study  of 

God's  Word,  with  some  attention  giv- 
en to  Bible  geography,  Bible  history 

and  vocal  music—  John  Zuck. 

Flora,  Ind.— The  members  of  the 

Bachelor's  Run  church  are  much  en- 

couraged, and  are  now  in  better  work- 
ing order  than  for  a  number  of  years. 

We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school, 

which  is  growing  in  interest.  In 
September  last  we  organized  a  social 
meeting,  which  meets  one  evening  in 
each  week,  and  is  growing  in  numbers 
and  interest.  Dec.  19  Bro.  ].  Rarick, 
of  North  Manchester,  and  Bro.  Chas. 

Gibson,  of  Girard,  111.,  came  to  us 

and  conducted  a  ten  days'  Bible 
school.  The  school  was  well  attended 

and  a  good  interest  taken.  Bro.  J.  M. 
Mohler,  of  Pennsylvania,  is  expected 
here  in  a  few  days,  to  hold  a  series  of 

meetings.— J.  L.  Cunningham,  Dec.  jo. 

Palestine  Church,  Ohio. — Bro.  Dav- 
id S.  Filbmm,  of  Brandt,  Miami  Co., 

Ohio,  came  to  us  on  the  evening  of 

Nov.  23,  and  remained  until  the  even- 
ing of  Dec.  15,  preaching,  in  all, 

thirty-two  sermons,  all  but  two  at  our 
Beech  Grove  house.  We  had  an  in- 

teresting children's  meeting.  The 
grown  people  were  interested  as  well 
as  the  little  ones.  Bro.  Filbrum  vis- 

ited much  among  the  members,  es- 
pecially the  aged  and  infirm,  to  their 

pleasure  and  profit.  Seven  precious 
young  souls  made  the  good  choice, 
choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction 

with  the  people  of  God  than  to  en- 
joy the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season. 

Others  we  know  were  almost  per- 
suaded. Brethren,  pray  for  us  that 

the  cause  might  prosper  here  and 

everywhere! — 5.  S.  Petty,  Glin  Karn, 
Ohio,  Dec.  jo. 

Rockton,  Pa.— On  account  of  my 
neglect,  our  little  meeting  was  not 
reported.  Our  home  ministers  con- 

ducted a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings 
prior  to  love  feast,  Oct.  24.  One 
dear  sister  united  with  the  church 

by  confession  and  baptism.  Our  love 
feast  was  attended  by  a  goodly  num- 

ber of  adjoining  brethren.  Our  mis- 

sion sermon  was  preached  Christmas 
morning  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Beer.  This 
was  the  6rst  mission  sermon  delivered 

in  our  little  congregation.  It  caused 
quite  an  awakening,  and  we  feel  to 
vouch  that  there  will  be  greater  and 
stronger  efforts  put  forth  hereafter. 

We  raised  S5.07,  to  be  divided  equally 
between  the  Tract  Work,  Home  and 
European,  and  Asia  Minor  Mission. 

Our  efforts  during  the  past  year  have 
resulted  in  erecting  two  neat  little 
churchhouses  in  our  local  church  and 

there  is  a  strong  move  for  another 
one  next  summer,  if  the  Lord  will. 

This  will  give  us  a  house  of  worship 
at  each  of  our  appointments. — J,  A. 

Bnlltart,  Rockton,  Pa.,  Dec.  25. 

Sand  Ridge  Church,  Ohio.— I  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  here  Dec. 

12  and  closed  Dec.  29.  I  found  a 

band  of  about  twenty  members,  with- 
out a  preacher.  They  have  a  good 

churchhouse,  but  have  preaching  on- 
ly every  four  weeks,  by  the  ministers 

of  the  Sugar  Ridge  church.  Owing  to 
bad  weather  and  extremely  bad  roads 
the  attendance  was  rather  small,  but 
the  interest  was  fair  and  we  closed 
with  a  full  house.  Had  the  roads  not 

been  almost  impassable,  we  would 
have  continued  the  meetings  longer, 

as  some  were  near  the  kingdom. — Dan- 
iel S/uil,  Sidney,  hid.,  Dec,  jl. 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.— In  Gospel 
Messenger  of  Nov.  30,  I  noticed  this: 

"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  on  account 
of  a  lack  of  means  the  General  Mis- 

sion Board  was  unable  to  locate  an 

evangelist  in  Florida  this  winter,  as 

was  contemplated."  While  this  regret 
may  be  deeply  felt  by  our  sympathiz- 

ing brethren  and  sisters  of  the  North, 

it  is,  perhaps,  more  keenly  felt  by  the 
few  faithful  and  noble-hearted  mem- 

bers of  South  Florida,  who  have  left 
their  homes  in  the  North  and  have 

come  to  the  South,  to  build  up  homes 
for  themselves,  and  to  build  up  the 

cause  and  kingdom  of  their  Blessed 
Lord  and  Master  where  there  are 

thousands  of  people  that  have  souls 
;ave,  and  yet  have  never  had  the 

opportunity  of  hearing  the  Gospel 
preached  as  the  Brethren  try  to  hold 
it  forth  in  its  primitive  purity.  There 
is  a  great  mission  field  here  in  South 

Florida.  It  is  now  only  the  begin- 
ning of  seed-time,  to  sow  the  good 

seed  of  the  kingdom  in  order  to  reap 
the  golden   harvest    that    the    angels 

11  go  forth  to  reap  in  the  end  of 
the  world.  The  one  thing  needful 
here  is  a  good  faithful  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  to  sow  the  good  seed  of 

the  kingdom  and  to  preach  the  Gos- 
jel  as  it  was  once  delivered  to  the 

;aints.  I  am  fully  convinced  that 

f  the  proper  step  is  taken  it  will  take 
but  little  trouble  to  build  up  a  good 
hurch  and  Sunday  school  here  in 

St.  Petersburg,  where  the  doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  seems  to  be  almost  en- 

tirely unknown.  I  am  now  here  with 

intention  of  locating  in  this  vicini- 
ty, and  to  try  to  build  up  an  interest 

for  the  cause  of  the  Master.— J.  IV. 
Burns,  Dec.  26. 

^-MATRIMONIAL-^ 
"  What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let 

SILVERS— GARDNER.— At  T.  I.  Silver's, 
Franklin  Township,  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa, 
Christmas  eve,  Dec.  24,  1895,  by  the  under- 

signed, Mr.  Aldie  E.  Silvers  and  Miss  Mattie 
V.  Gardner,  all  of  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa. 

Lewis  M.  Kou. 

.  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 

SHOFFNER.— At  La  Place,  111.,  Nov.  23, 
1895.  Bro.  Jacob  Shoffner,  aged  80  years,  6 
months  and  2  days,  He  was  baptized  June 
23,  1895,  and  anointed  Nov.  19,  1895. 
MESNARD.— At  the  same  place,  Dec.  21, 

1895,  Ethel  Mesnard,  granddaughter  of  the 
above,  aged  2  years,  6  months  and  4  days. 
Funeral  of  both  the  above  by  Bro.  S.  S.  Miller 
assisted  by  Bro.  Isaac  Brubaker. 

I.  W.  Brubaker. 

MAGLEY.-At  Blue  River,  Ind.,  Dec.  19, 
1895,  Delia  Jane  Magley,  aged  30  years  and 
I  month.  She  served  hei  Master  very  de- 

votedly for  twelve  years.    She  was  a  sufferer 

for  ten    years,   but  bore  her    sufferings    with 
Christian  grace.  Minnie  Hire. 
LINT— In  the  Bunker  Hill  church,  Ohio, 

Dec.  18,  1895,  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  sister 
Catharine  Lint  (nee  Miller),  aged  76  years, 
n  months  and  15  days.  She  was  a  widow 
nine  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  chil- 

dren, two  of  whom  preceded  her  to  the  spirit 
world.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  over  thirty-five  years.  She  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Brethren's  graveyard  at  Bunker 
Hill.  Funeral  conducted  by  Bro.  Josiah 

Hochstettler,  from  the  words:  "For  me  to 
live  is  Christ  and  to  die  is  gain." 
KASER.— In  the  Bunker  Hill  church,  Ohio, 

Nov.  26,  1895,  from  the  effects  of  a  tumor, 
sister  Delilah  Kaser  [nee  Snider),  beloved  wife 
of  Bro.  Amos  Kaser,  aged  37  years,  3  months 
and  15  days.  She  leaves  a  dear  husband  and 
two  little  daughters.  She  had  Christ  and  the 
church  at  heart.  She  was  indeed  a  sister  to 

pattern  after.  The  services  were  conducted 
by  Bro.  Josiah  Hochstettler,  from  2  Tim.  4: 7- 

Sarah  Middaugh. 

OPLIGER.— In  the  Bunker  Hill  church, 
Ohio,  Allie  Jacob,  son  of  Bro.  John  and  sister 
Jane  Opliger,  aged  6  months  and  2  days. 
Services  by  Bro.  Josiah  Hochstettler.  Inter- 

ment in  the  Mennonite  cemetery. 
Sarah  Middaugh. 

OREN.— In  the  Roann  church,  Ind.,  Nov. 

16,  1895,  of  typhoid  fever,  Bro.  Daniel  Oren, 
aged  62  years,  5  months  and  5  days.  Funeral 
discourse  by  Bro.  David  Swihart,  from  Jdhn 
14:  1. 
DICKERHOFF.— Near  Disko,  Ind.,  Dec. 

9,  1895,  Amanda,  daughter  of  friend  Jacob  and 
Mary  Dickerhoff,  aged  7  years,  5  months  and 
14  days.     Services  by  Bro.  David  Swihart. 
SWIHART— In    the    Roann   church,   Ind., 

Dec.  16,  1895,  of  eczema,  Ethel  May,  daughter 
of  Bro.  George  and  sister  Rosa  Swihart,  aged 

4  years,  3  months  and  25  days.     Funeral  dis- 
turse  by  Bro.  Frank  Fisher,  from  Gen.  33;  13. 

Joseph  John. 
SHOUP.— In  the  Maumee  church,  Defiance 

Co.,  Ohio,  sister  Elizabeth  Shoup,  aged  70 
5,  10  months  and  1  day.  She  joined  the 

church  in  1S45,  and  was  anointed  a  short  time 
before  her  death.  She  died  of  paralysis  and 
leaves  a  husband,  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Funeral  services  conducted  in  the  United 
Brethren  church  in  Sherwood,  by  the  writer. 

Jacob  Kintner. 
GERHART—  In  the  Allison  church,  near 

tllison,  111,,  Dec.  15,  "1895,  of  membranous 
roup,  little  Perry  Otto,  only  son  of  Bro.  John 
nd  sister  Susan  Gerhart,  aged  5  years,  8 
nonths  and  16  days.  Little  Otto  was  a  bright 

little  boy.  Funeral  services  held  at  the  house 
Dec.  16,  by  Bro,  S.  W.  Garber,  from  the 
words,  "He  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his 

arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bosom."  Burial 
in  the  Allison  cemetery.      Niva  R.  Garber. 

WARSTLER.— Near  Goshen,  Ind.,  Nov.  5, 
1895,  of  diphtheria,  Gilbert  Guy,  only  son  of 
friend  Otha  H.,  and  Susie  E.  Warstler,  aged 

4  years,  8  months  and  2  days. 
WARSTLER— In  the  same  family,  Nov. 

15,  1895,  of  membranous  croup,  Ruth  Bernice, 
youngest  child  of  the  above-named  parents, 
aged  2  years,  6  months  and  23  days.  Funeral 
services  on  Sunday,  Dec.  22,  by  brethren 
George  Swihart  and  Levi  Hoke,  from  Matt. 
18:2.  Mary  C.  Warstler. 

HOOVER.— In  the  Clover  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Pa.,  Nov.  25,  1895,  of  membranous  croup, 

Cecelia  Hoover,  aged  8  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices conducted  by  Eld.  Brice  Sell,  of  Newry, 

Pa. 

HOOVER.— In  the  same  congregation,  Nov. 

30,  1S95,  of  cancer,  Bro.  John  B.  Hoover,  fa- 
ther of  the  above-named  child,  aged  73  years, 

2  months  and  17  days.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  elders  J.  B.  Replogle  and  T.  B. 

Maddocks,  from  Heb.  2:  6. 

WINELAND.— In  the  same  congregation, 
Dec.  13,  1895,  of  consumption,  Bro.  Joseph 
Wineland,  aged  72  years,  10  months  and  10 
days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro. 
J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  from  Deut.  11:  31. 

J.  G.  Mock. TRIMMER.— In  the  Upper  Conewago  con- 
gregation, Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  of  heart  disease, 

Bro.  John  Trimmer,  aged  68  years,  6  months 
and  22  days.  Deceased  was  a  devoted  mem- 

ber of  the  Brethren  church.  His  daily  life 

portrayed  the  Christian  traits  which  he  poS' 
sessed.    He    leaves    a    wife,    four   sons    anc 

seven  daughters.  Interment  in  tire  Brethren's 
graveyard  at  the  Mummert  church.  Funeral 
services  by  brethren  David  H.  Baker  and 
Orville  V.  Long.     Text,  Philpp.  1 :  23. 

Chas.  L.  Baker. 

KIMMEL.— In  the  Wolf  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  Nov.  30,  1895,  sister  Mary,  daughter  of 
Bro.  Jacob  Kimmel,  aged  20  years,  3  months 
and  2  days.  Disease,  consumption.  She  was 
anointed  about  two  hours  before  her  departure. 
She  gave  earnest  admonition  to  her  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  kind  words  of  encouragement 
to  her  father,  who,  in  a  few  years,  has  been 
bereft  of  his  wife  and  five  daughters,  three 
of  whom  died  in  a  state  of  innocence,  Sister 
Barbara  died  a  year  ago.  She  made  the 
good  confession  and.  was  baptized  while  low 
in  sickness.  She  gave  the  same  earnest,  dy- 

ing words  as  her  sister  above  named.  Her 
death  occurred  Sept.  10,  1894,  at  the  age  of 

17  years  and  16  days.  Funeral  services  by 
the  brethren.  John  Calvin  Bright. 

MILLER.— In  the  Sugar  Creek  church,  III., 
Nov.  6,  1895,  sister  Mary  E.  Miller,  wife  of 
Bro.  Urias  M.  Miller.  She  was  a  member  of 

the  Brethren  church  for  about  twenty-four 
years.  Funeral  services  by  brethren  Jonathan 
Brubaker  and  J.  H.  Brubaker,  from  Rev. 
14:12,  13.  J.  M.  Miller. 

DEARDORFF.— In  the  Roann  church,  Ind., 

Dec.  10,  1895,  of  heart  failure,  sister  Catharine 
(White)  Deardorff,  aged  76  years,  10  months 
and  10  days.  She  was  born  in  Shenandoah 
County,  Va.,  Jan.  31,  1819.  When  about  six 
years  old,  she  moved,  with  her  parents,  to 
Preble  County,  Ohio.  She  was  married  to 
Paul  Deardorff,  Feb.  21,  1839.  In  October, 

1S45,  WIln  ner  husband  and  three  children, 
she  moved  to  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  where 
she  lived  a  devoted  Christian  life  up  to  the 

of  her  death.  She  leaves  three  sons  and 
j  daughters.  Her  husband  preceded  her 

about  thirty-nine  years  ago.  She  was  much 
emed  in  the  welfare  of  the  church,  and 
one  of  the  early  sacrificing  mothers  in 

starting  the  little  vine  in  the  Roann  church. 
Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Frank  Fisher,  from 
Ps.  55.  Joseph  John. 

BRUMBAUGH— In  the  Wolf  Creek  con- 
gregation, Ohio,  Oct.  19,  1895,  sister  Susan 

Brumbaugh,  aged  72  years,  9  months  and  13 
days.    She  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  hard 
:perience  of  life,  having  been   twice  left  a 
dow,  with  a  large  family  of  children.     The 

last  years  of  her  life  were  spent  faithfully  in 
the  church.     Funeral  services  by  the  brethren. 

John  Calvin  Bright. 
HOLSINGER.— Within  the  bounds  of  the 

Manassas  church,  Prince  William  Co.,  Va., 
Dec.  16,  1895,  sister  Elizabeth  Holsinger  {nee 
Snyder),  aged  64  years,  7  months  and  2  days.. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Bro.  Thomas  S.  Holsinger, 
and  the  mother  of  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  preceded  her  to  the  grave.  The  de- 

ceased was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,. 
where  she  lived  until  about  nine  years  ago,. 
when  the  family  moved  to  Virginia,  where 
they  became  some  of  the  first  members  of 
what  is  now  the  Manassas  church.  She 
united  with  the  church  in  her  single  days  and 
for  about  forty  years  was  an  exemplary  sis- 

ter. Funeral  sermon  by  Bro.  A.  Chambers, 
assisted  by  the  brethren,  from  Rev.  14: 13. 

J.  E.  Blough, 
HARLEY.— At  Harleysville,  Pa.,  in  the 

bounds  of  the  Indian  Creek  church,  Sarah; 
Stover  Harley,  aged  62  years,  7  months  and 

I  day.  Sixty-two  beautiful  years  ended  a  life 
which  was  an  inspiration  to  many!  In  her 

was  the   promise  fulfilled,   "Then    shall    thy 

the  waves  of  the  sea."  Sister  Harley  seemed 
to  dwell  in  a  closer  spiritual  communion  with 
her  Savior  than  most  of  us.  We  knew  she 
was  not  of  this  world,  but  lived,  moved  and 
had  her  being  in  a  higher  sphere.  From  her 
father,  Jacob  K.  Stover,  she  inherited  a  sen- 

sitive, poetical  nature,  which  made  her  -life 
spent  in  God's  service  rarely  beautiful.  In 
her  youth  she  enlisted  under  the  banner  of 
King  Immanuel  and  was  a  devoted  follower 
for  about  forty-five  years.  Her  husband, 
Jacob  K.  Harley,  and  nine  children,  all  striv- 

ing to  follow  her  example,  will  reverence  her 
memory.  She  was  buried  near  her  home  in 
the  Indian  Creek  cemetery.  Services  by  F. 

P.  Cassel  and  Jacob  Conner,  from  2  ' 
4:7.  During  the  summer  her  health 
failing,  but  she  was  confined  to  her  room 

two  days  previous  to  her  death. Lizzie  D.  RosenbergerJ 
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Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc 
International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 

vanced  students.     It    is   really    the    n 
reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published. 

is   prepared  by  W,  W.    Dowling,   the 

thor  of  religious  works.     Price,  Si.oo; 
price,   00  cer 

Teaching  and  Teachers.— By  H.  Clay  Trm 
bull.     A    book    of   390    pages    {yy2  x  $% 
inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price,. . 

-  Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "Teaching  and 

Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way  into  tht 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work 

ers.  It  is  to-day  the  popular  hand-book  or 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith  Pclouhcl    Dictionary  of  the   Bible. - 
Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  m 

hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been 

fully  revised  and  edited  by  the  Rev 

N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth, 

818  pages.  Regular  price,  $2.00;  our  t 

*>y  mail.   Si-75 

Board    Cover,  per  copy,  85  cents;  per  dozen 
copies,  prepaid   j; 
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Remember  We  Are  Busy 
Wire,  Steel  and  Link  Stays, 
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Write  ns  for  prloeB  and  catalogue. 
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You  Need  It ! 

Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
"lis  Office. 

Best  line  to  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  the 
South.  City  Ticket  Office,  232  Clark  St.,  Ch cago. 

Children  at  Work.    Weekly;  well-illustra- 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

<planation.  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our Sunday  schools. 

( Printer's  Ink 
!  Helps.... 

I  Advertisers! 

HI 

l  weekly  journal,  furnishing  you 
vith  practical  advice  and  reliable  inlurm- 
■  tion  about  every  detail  ol  the  business 

10  Spruce  Street,  New  York. 

J 

WANTED" 

$1.00  for  25  Cents 

Our  Publications. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
iunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  A  large,  religious 

eekly,— published  in  the  interest  ol  the  Breth- 
211  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 

The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

.uliiress 

B  address 

3  month   

Samples  of  our  periodicals 

Brethren's  Family  Almanuc— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 

ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 

and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  year   35  cents 
8  copies,  perquarter,        40  cents 
20  copies  and  over   3^  cents  ouch 

Juvenile    Quarterly.— Prepared    especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.    This  is  one  of  the 

and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished.    The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

llustrated.    The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year   
6  copies,  per  quarter   15  centi 
10  copies  and  over.   «K  cents  eacli 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all, 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 

Eclipses  Them  All ! 

351  Hours 
Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
The  Monon  Route,  wit 

its 

customary  enterprise 

h» 

tea  the  run  between 

i:hi. 

cago  nud  Jacksonville  in  ( 
Thl9   Main    is  composed 

irty 

Icgant  Pullman  Pert etfld Salety  Vestibuled,  Open  a 
nd  C ompartment  Sleeper 

chiding  Drawing  Koom nd   Buffet  Sleepers,  as  w 
e.imlortnble  day- coaches. 

with Monon   Celebrated  High- backSents. 

This  train  leaves  Chicago  dally  at  8:32  P.  M.,  arriving 
at  Cincinnati  next  morning  at  7:30,  Chattanooga  5:  So 
P.  M.,   Atlanta,  lor  40  P.  M.,   reaching  Jacksonville  it 
S;  jo  the  second  morning  in  ample  time  to  make  connec- 

tion with  all  lines  (m  points  in  Central  and  Southern 
Florida. 

!by 

:  bo- 

wcen  Chicago  and  Florida, 
City  Ticket  Office.  333  Clark  Street.  Chicago;  Frank  J. 

teed.  Gen'l.  Pass.  Agt..  Chicago. 
For  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 
ddress  L,  E,  Sessions,  N.  W,  Pass.  Agt.,  Minneapolis, 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
You  shoiud,  by  al 

Jew  Testament  Con 
means,  have  the 
ncntary,  because, 

1.  It  is  n  on  -sectarian. 
2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  dot  lrin.il,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

speculative  theories. 
6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 

ed. 

lally  found  on  each 

n)  Version  of 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 
30s  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

B1.1tt.-1 

k^WhS^iSS'fc&fl 

When  ordering  cards  be 

ber  and  price  as  well  as  tr 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Class  Book*,  per 
g  ravings, 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. Address, 

Brethren'.''  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morrii,  111. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

{4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  (6)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

ject or  in  comparison  with  it 
10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

ir.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

compared  with  tlie  gre;it  good  tli.it  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons, (i)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 

the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 

best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -         -         -        $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -  5  50 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

mt  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- dress: 

Until  March  1,  1896, 
We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 

one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  S4.00; 
Half  Leather,  S4.50;  Half  Morocco, 

$5.00, 
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Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S. 
 Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY  PUBE 

More  Good  Advice  to  Home  Seekers. 

The  following  extracts  are  samples  of  what  can  be  taken  fro
m  numerous 

letters  received  from  Brethren,  who  have  either  visited  North 
 Dakota,  or 

live  there. 

Mr.  Henry  Landis,  of  Bringhurst,  Ind.,  visited  the  Red  River  Valley, 

Devil's  Lake  Region  and  Turtle  Mountain  country  in  North  Dakota  last 

fall,  and  after  returning  home  wrote  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to 

testify  in  favor  of  the  advantages  of  that  State.  He  says  there  is  no 

comparison  between  making  a  start  now  in  North  Dakota  and  Indiana, 

particularly  thirty-five  years  ago  when  he  started  up;  he  would  not  take 

Indiana  land  as  a  gift,  as  it  was  at  that  time,  when  compared  with  the 

lands  of  North  Dakota,  which  can  be  plowed  and  a  sod  crop  raised  the 

first  year.  His  advice  to  renters  and  small  farmers  is,  to  visit  North  Da- 

kota and  look  the  country  over;  to  see  is  to  be  convinced. 

Mr.  Daniel  Blocher,  of  Whcatfield,  Jasper  County,  Ind.,  who  visited  his 

son-in-law,  Eld.  A.  B.  Peters,  at  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  last  fall,  writes  that  he 

selected  a  government  homestead  while  there,  with  a  view  of  returning 

and  occupying  it  in  the  spring.  He  is  over  seventy  years  old  and  sets 

an  example  for  others  to  follow.  He  says:  "  I  must  truly  say  with  a 

truth,  that  I  never  saw  such  crops  in  all  my  days  as  I  saw  along  the 

line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  in  North  Dakota.  As  the  Queen  said 

in  I  Kings  10: 7,  the  half  has  not  been  told.  Now  let  those  who  want 

to  improve  their  conditions  go  and  see  the  country  for  themselves.  Go 

next  spring  when  business  opens  up,  and  industrious  men  and  women 

can  find  employment  and  pay  their  expenses  before  they  pick  out  a  home 

for  themselves. 

Mr.  Blocher  writes  at  some  length,  and  closes  by  asking:  "When  a 

man  can  get  160  acres  of  good  land  for  S16.00,  get  a  home  for  nothing, 

why  not  go  as  soon  as  possible?" 

Mr.  Eli  J.  Miller,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  writes,  after  a  visit  to  the  Amish 

colony  in  North  Dakota,  that  he  thinks  that  State  to  be  the  place  for  a 

poor  man  to  get  a  start. 

The  undersigned  has  just  issued  some  new  printed  matter  descriptive 

of  the  advantages  of  North  Dakota,  with  maps,  and  letters  from  brethren 

and  others  who  live  there,  which  he  will  be  glad  to  send  FREE  to  any 

address,  together  with  replies  to  letters  requesting  personal  information  of 

any  kind. 

ZL^Eax   Bass, 

220  South  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Crocker-Huffman 

Land  and  Water  Company. 

MERCED, 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

s  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Eas 

Payment.    A  critical  examination  ol  this 

erty  will  repay  the  intending 
homeseeker. 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Fine  Home  Market  in  Merced  City.  Churches  ol  man 

denominations  and  Public  Schools  convenient  to  a 

pointson  the  lines  ol  THKEE  RAILROADS.  Bcioi 

taking  so  important  a  step  as  selecting  a  home,  invest 

gaUtktt  opportunity.  You -wilt  not  regrtt  ,t.  We  shall 

taki:  out  3  "Special  Excursion  Party"  to  Merced  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  20,  1896,  to  be  under  the  special  care  and 

supervision  ot  our  agent.  Mr.  Willet  Williams.  Foi 

circulars,  illustrated  pamphlets  and  all  other  information 

address,  WILLET  WILLIAMS,  Agent, 

lX*>  J30  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111 

Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Fwporl,  111 ,  U.  S.A. 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 
st  that  is  firm  and  IndestfUCH- ■  r,',      OllC-lltlt/     <!,><!,,•>■     in.,! 

Everybody  who  h a  a  corn  c an  dispose  of  It  by 

BBEL'S 

iM.Hlil.K 

ilUCK  CORN  CURE lies  tn  remove  Corns 
suffer  the  torture  of 
will  take  (ill  youhnvo 

ree  applic 

U'lVUU'St    1 

■  modiys 

•vi:*r  discovered—  a  boon   for  the millions 
'er  with  Corns.    Bent 

l>>  nmllo 

recelpi 

.    Order  a ,  once  and  dispose 

of  your  Corn,   Or,  on  receipt  01  i 
a   25-cent 

bottle   of  JiUBHJil.'H FRUIT UICE  P ILLS   for 
;be   Liver  and  Bowel 

,  the  best 

little  P 
Constipal  Ion.    Agent 

wanted 

in  ever j 
locality. 

No  Cheap  Reprints. ,elt 

S.  S.    Tej 

print)    type    editions, .1    limy   etiiLiiiiifiu    lnnv    we 

c;m  omsirU-iiMy  rctnii  HJblewt 

Also,  another  catalog  giving 

list   of   Brethren's    Books    and 
Tracts,     Miscellaneous    Books 
imd.'rsei-<  iai.  uimoUNi-.S.  S. 

and  S.S.  Wall 

blish  Breth- 

ibles,   pan    i 

!,  FREE. 
S   s  s!.m[ .ok  and  otfe 

:ap.    Write 
MISS.  &  TRACT  COM 

Mt.  Morri: 

California   Colony 
OF    BRETHREN. 

nitiesof  the  Brethr 

r,— being  invited  b 
a  list  of  such  place: 

The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 

eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 

Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 

church*doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 

know  just  where  to  get  it.  "The  doctrine  of 

the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 

Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 

mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  §1.25;  to 

ministers,  §1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 

particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 

Brethern's Plain  Clothing  I 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 

and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 

pplication.  Our  rules  for  self  - so  simple  any  one  can understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 

are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 

Brethren's  Farm  for  Sale. 
A  fine  improved  farm  of  158JS   ; 

ship.  Howard  Co..  Ind.,  with  Germs 

Rood  neighborhood,  etc.  Farm  be 
Buck  who  wishes  to  retire  on  accoui 
sold  at  a  bargain  on  easy  payme 

Johnson,  or  Daniel  Bock,  Kokomo. 

Here  Again  for  1896 ! 

C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  too  pages  8xio, 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 

best  Quality  of  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  of  its 

class  published.  Price,  IS  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A.  48016 

"STovLn-g:  l^Cen.  I 

.loyment,   shun M-uitdale.  Ala. 

nd  who  would 

either  attend 

dale,  Ala.,  and 
s  School  Co., 

Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 

that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 

acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 

history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 

the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 

of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 

pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 

dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 

binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 

supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 

old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 

Just  One  Word  in  Your  Interest. 
:  offers  to  make  you  in  North 

Teachers'  Bibles. 
We  have  a   very  fine  and  large   stock  of 

Teachers'  Bibles  in  all  the  various  styles  and 
bindings,  from  81.50  upwards.     Send  for  our 
new  Catalogue,  which  will  be  ready  soon. 

Address:  Brethren's  Pub.  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  111. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Land  Department  has  th: 

Dakota : — 1.  We  can  sell  you  the  best  of  farming  lands  in  North  Dakota  at  prices  ranging  from 

$2.50  to  $5.00  per  acre,  on  ten  years'  time  with  6  per  cent,  interest  to  actual  settlers.  Some  of 
these  lands  are  located  in  Wells  and  Foster  counties,  which  lie  fifty  miles  south  of  the  colony 
of  Brethren  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Cando.  Carrington,  the  principal  shipping  point  of  these 

two  counties,  affords  a  good  market  and  plenty  of  elevator  room  and  railroad  competition,  as 
there  are  two  competing  railroad  lines  traversing  these  counties. 

2.  If  you  desire  to  obtain  farm  lands  from  private  parties  on  the  Crop  Payment  Plan, 
avoiding  immediate  cash  payment,  we  will  cheerfully  give  you  information  as  to  where  such 
lands  can  be  obtained,  free  of  cost. 

3.  If  you  desire  free  Government 
Homestead  law,  free,  near  railroad  la 

and  maps  showing  location  of  same,  w 

By  buying  land  of  us  direct  you  save  all  sale  commissions.  If  you  will  write  us  we  will 

cheerfully  send  our  Mr.  A.  A.  Jack,  Traveling  Emigration  Agent,  to  your  home,  who  will  furnish 
you  detailed  information  and  answer  all  questions  pertaining  to  lands  in  North  Dakota,  without 

ill  employees  of  the  Land  Department  are  salaried  employees  and  by  doing 

h  us  you  will  save  all  outside  commissions.  For  maps  and  publications, 
free  of  charge,  and  for  any  information  relating  to  lands  of  the  Northern 
'rite  to  C.  W.  MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

( 

lands,  they  can  be  obtained  in  these  counties  under  the 

ids.  Any  information  concerning  free  Homestead  lands, 
11  be  cheerfully  furnished  free  of  cost. 

business  direct  \ 
which  will  be  sei 
Pacific  Railroad 

WM,  H.  PHIPPS,  Land  Commissioner  N.  P.  R,  R. 
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-^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^ 

During  the  first  week  of  this  month  the  north- 

western part  of  Persia  was  visited  by  two  earth- 
quakes, causing  the  death  of  over  one  thousand 

persons  and  the  destruction  of  a  vast  amount  of 

property.  The  section  of  country  in  which  the 
most  damage  was  done  lies  about  seventy  miles 

south  of  Mount  Ararat, — the  mount  on  which  the 
ark  rested  after  the  flood, — and  is  said  to  be  a 
delightful  region  and  is  highly  cultivated.  The 

fine  fields  ot  grain  and  the  numerous  well-kept 
orchards  render  the  place  peculiarly  attractive. 

These  alarming  disturbances  of  the  earth's  surface 
constantly  remind  us  of  the  wonderful  power  re- 

served until  the  day  of  vengeance. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  some  of  our  readers  to 
know  more  of  Miss  Clara  Barton,  the  woman  who 

is  to  direct  the  distribution  of  supplies  among  the 

suffering  Armenians.  She  is  now  about  fifty-eight 
years  old,  taught  school  in  early  life  and  served 
in  the  Patent  Office  at  Washington  several  years. 
In  1861  she  entered  the  army  as  a  nurse,  and  put 

on  foot  a  movement  that  saved  the  lives  of  hun- 
dreds of  wounded  soldiers.  On  the  battle-field 

her  helpers  knew  no  enemies,  but  cared  for  all 
alike.  When  the  war  broke  out  between  Germany 

and  France  she  again  went  to  the  front  with  her 
hundreds  of  assistants.  In  the  war  between  Japan 

and  China,  her  nurses  were  found  on  every  im- 
portant battle-field.  Their  mission  was  to  care 

for  the  wounded,  regardless  of  position  in  nation- 
ality, friend  or  foe.  It  is  thought  that  the  Red 

Cross  Society,  of  which  she  is  President,  are  the 

only  persons  who  can  "go  into  Turkey  unmolested, 
and  she  goes  there  to  direct  the  work.  In  her 
labors,— to  relieve  the  suffering,— she  is  known 
in  all  civilized  lands  as  the  friend  of  everybody 

and  the  enemy  of  none.  The  people  have  great 
confidence  in  her  ability  to  properly  assist  the 

unfortunate  Armenians,  and  are  contributing  liber- 

ally to  the  fund  being  raised  for  that  purpose. 
Later.— Since  writing  the  above  the  wires  bring 
the  sad  news  that  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  has  de- 

creed that  no  foreign  society  or  individual  will  be 
allowed  to  distribute  in  Turkey,  any  sums  of  money 
collected  abroad.  This  is  startling  news,  and  will, 
for  the  time  being,  put  an  end  to  the  work  under- 

taken by  Miss  Barton.  The  whole  civilized  world 
is  shocked. 

Society   in   disguise    and    under    the   name    of 

"charity"   is   doing  a  work  that  is   certainly  dis- 
pleasing to  the  Lord.     Great  balls  are  held  in  th< 

most  fashionable  manner  possible.     Only   the   rid 

and  those  moving  in  the  "best  society"  are  invit 
ed.     Thousands  of  dollars  are  spent  for  decorating 

the  rooms,  and  many  more  for  decorating  the  peo- 
ple  who    attend.     How   much    liquor    and     cigars 

are  consumed  during  the  night,— for  the  balls  sel 

dom  break  up  until  long  after  twelve  o'clock, — the 
Lord    only   knows.     Everything   is    prepared    and 
paid  for  on  a  grand  scale,  and  the  profits  run 
into  thousands   of   dollars,   all  of  which   is  turned 

over  to  relieve  the  unfortunate.     This  is  doing  e\ 
that  good  may  abound.     And  while  one  dollar,  thi 

raised,  may  purchase  for  the  poor  as  much  food   ; 
any  other  dollar,  and  may  keep  Suul  and  body  t 
gether  just  as   long  as  another  dollar,  still   those 
who   raise  the  money   in   this  unholy   manner 
receive  no  blessing.     Charity  is  no  name  for  : 
unholy  work. 

f  Br.  "Htcks,-  of  Almanac  renown;  is  no  half-way 
believer  in  the  power  and  wisdom  of  God,  ss  dis 

played  in  the  movement  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Word  a?id  Works  he  says 

"  As  to  God's  stopping  the  sun  in  Gibeon  and  the 
moon  over  the  Valley  of  Ajalon — why  not?  It 
would  disarrange  the  laws  of  nature,  do  you  say? 

How  do  you  know?  Away  with  this  limiting  the 

holy  God,  either  in  his  power  to  stop  one  o 
of  the  suns  and  moons  in  the  universe,  according 
to  laws  that  man  can  never  conceive,  or  without 

law.  In  one  instant  God  can  touch  a  spring  un- 

known to  "  science  "  that  will  turn  creation  upside 
down  and  knock  all  our  little  human  theories  into 

pie.  Don't  believe  it,  eh?  Then  you  have  ni 

caught  the  meaning  of  the  word,  God,  and  don't 
realize  that  as  great  a  miracle  is  being  enacted 

in  the  perpetuation  of  the  moving  suns,  as  there 

would  be  in  stopping  them." 

Bro.  D.  L.  Forney,  who,  by_  the  way,  is  one  of 

our  college  graduates,  is  having  an  experience  in 
the  Arkansas  mission  field  that  reminds  one  of 

pioneer  days.  In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Missionary 
Visitor  he  says:  "  On  going  to  the  place  I  found  an 
old  log  schoolhouse,  or  church,  with  the  door  off 
and  almost  without  windows,  and  the  building 

itself  nearly  ready  to  fall  down.  The  stove  being 
small,  we  thought  it  insufficient  to  warm  both 
outdoors  and  in,  if  there  was  any  in,  so  we  had  our 

first  meeting  at  the  house  of  brother  and  sister 
Hardy.  The  neighbors  then  suggested  that  we 
use  a  dwelling  house  (log),  recently  vacated,  for 
our  further  meetings.  The  house  had  two  doors, 
but  was  minus  windows,  and  having  meeting  at 

night  only,  it  mattered  but  little  about  the  windows. 
Boards  were  taken  from  the  loft  and  put  down 

for  seats,  and  for  light  the  first  night  we  had  a 

lamp  without  a  chimney  (many  such  are  used 

here),  in  addition  to  the  light  received  from  the 

fireplace.  With  these  surroundings,  picture  in 

your  mind,  if  you  will,  me  standing  behind  a  flour 

barrel,  bottom  end  up  for  a  stand,  and  discoursing 

to  a  little  group  of  men,  women  and  children  as 
fervently  as  though  it  were  to  an  audience  of  a 
thousand  people,  and  you  will  have  a  fair  idea 
of  the  meeting  where  the  Lord  himself  seemed 

very  present." Some  weeks  ago  it  was  said  in  these  columns 

that  Mr.  Dowie  might  be  compelled  to  either  close 
his  institutions  in  Chicago,  or  pay  the  usual  hos- 

pital license.  But  late  developments  seem  to  be 
entirely  to  his  interest.  The  courts  have  decided 

wholly  in  his  favor,  he  having  won  in  nearly  one 
hundred  suits,  and  is  now  permitted  to  continue 

his  work  unmolested.  Judging  from  his  own  pa- 
per,—for  we  see  hut  little  said  of  him  in  the 

Inter  Ocean,  the  only  daily  we  read, — it  would 
seem  that  he  is  making  no  small  stir  in  Chicago 

and  now  has  in  contemplation  a  movement,  to  be 
known  as  The  Christian  Catholic  Church.  He 

holds  to  the  divine  origin  of  the  Scriptures,  the 

divinity  of  Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  necessity 
of  faith,  repentance  and  obedience,  in  order  to 

salvation,  practices  trine  immersion,  and  observes 

what  he  calls  the  Lord's  Supper  about  as  do  the 
other  denominations.  The  leading  feature  of  his 

movement  is  divine  healing,  claiming  that  God 
does  yet  heal  the  diseases  of  those  who  wholly 
trust  him.  He  discards  medicine  of  every  kind 
and  denounces  doctors  of  every  order  and  grade. 

Our  harvest  season  is  in  the  middle  of  the  sum-  -4 
mer,  but  there  is  harvest  somewhere  on  the, olobe 

every  month  in  the  year.  At  this  time  tlir  ,,,  ,,,,i. 
are  harvesting  in  various  parts  of  South  America, 
New  Zealand  and  Australia.  Were  the  whole 

world  Christianized,  harvest  meetings  would  be  in 
order  every  month.  We  also  have  our  harvest 

seasons  in  the  church;  that  is  when  we  are  pre- 
sumed to  gather  members  into  the  fold.  This 

usually  happens  during  the  fall  and  winter.  But 
in  reality  seed  time  -and  harvest  for  the  church 
should  last  the  year  through.  The  good  seed,— the 
Word  of  God,— should  be  planted  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  on  every  favorable  occasion,  and 
then  we  should  cultivate  the  soil  well,  and  at  all 

times  be  prepared  to  gather  in  the  sheaves.  We 
need  not  wait  for  revival  seasons,  but  strive  to 
induce  sinners  to  come  to  Christ  every  day  in  the 

year,  and  thus  have  a  revival  that  will  last  the 

year  round. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  OLIMPSES  FROM  FOREICJN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Twenty-seven. 

Seventh  Day,  Tuesday,  Oct.  IJ,  'qj. 

After  a  peaceful  night  and  an  enjoyable  enter- 
tainment in  our  tent  dining  hall,  we  came  forth 

refreshed  and  ready  to  fill  the  programme  for  the 

day.  The  first  is  to  be  a  boat  ride  on  the  sea. 

This  has  been  arranged  for,  the  boats  and  boatmen 

are  in  readiness,  and  we  all  enter,  ̂ .ur  object- 

ive point  being,  first,  the  ancient  site  of  Caperna- 
um. After  a  faithful  rowing  of  several  hours  over 

the  placid  face  of  this  lovely  sea,  we  land  at  the 

place,  now  grown  over  with  weeds,  and  that  which 
ains  of  the  ancient  city  buried  beneath  the 

debris.  And,  indeed,  is  this  the  Capernaum  so 

favored  by  the  Master, — and  yet  so  exalted  of 
herself  as  to  reject  him?  Listen  what  he  says 

(Matt.  II:  23):  "And  thou  Capernaum,  which  art 
exalted  unto  heaven,  shalt  be  brought  down  to 

hell."  Never  was  there  a  prophecy  more  literally 
fulfilled  than  this.    We  were  told  that  the  ruins  of 
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the  once  proud  city  that  yet  remained,  a  few  years 

ago,  were  buried,  lest  they  should  be  carried  away, 
thus  most  literally  fulfilling  the  woe  pronounced 

upon  it  by  the  Master.  It  is  now  a  miserable  vil- 
lage of  a  dozen  huts,  occupied  by  a  people  quite  as 

miserable-looking  as  the  huts  in  which  they  stay. 
From  here  we  took  boat  again  and  rowed  to 

Bethsaida.  As  a  woe  was  also  placed  upon  it,  the 

same  sad  fate  has  followed.  So  completely  has  it 

been  destroyed  and  buried,  that  for  centuries  its 
location  could  not  be  identified,  and  even  now  the 

place  is  held  in  question. 

In  our  youthful  study  of  the  Bible,  in  some 

and  we  don't  now  know  how,  we  got  most  gl 
pictures  of  these  cities  and  their  location  o 
shores  of  the  Galilee,  and,  somehow,  we  neve 

them  changed.  While  our  judgment  told  u 

fcrcntly,  the  early  impressions  made  rem 

and  when  the  real  came  to  our  view,  we  were  dis- 

appointed. O,  how  sin  does  deform  and  annihi- 
late that  which,  by  grace  and  righteousness  is  so 

lovely  and  charming!  Here,  it  is  thought,  Christ 

fed  the  5,000,  and  now  we  have  only  a  few  mis- 
erable-looking Beduins,  who,  seemingly,  are  in 

need  of  bread  for  their  bodies  as  well  as  for  their 

souls,  and, — we  may  add, — clothes  too. 
Alter  eating  nur  lunch  we  again  take  the  boat, 

glad  to  get  away  from  scenes  that  give  sadness 

of  heart,  as  well  as  disappointment.  On  our  way 
homeward  the  boatmen  were  rowing  leisurely,  while 

some  of  our  party  were  lying  down  in  the  boat  and 

had  fallen  asleep  All  at  once,  our  boatmen  ceased 

their  rowing,  and  commenced  spreading  the  sail. 

We  were  made  to  wonder  what  was  wrong,  as  we 

did  not  notice  anything  to  change  the  operations. 

But  their  experienced  eyes  had  taken  in  the  situa- 

tion. A  storm  was  coming,  and  they  were  pre- 
paring for  it.  And  they  were  not  mistaken,  for 

soon  the  storm  was  upon  us  and  we  had  a  good 
shading.  This  again  reminded  us  of  a  Christ 

scene  at  this  place  (Mark  4:  37 ):  "And  there 
arose  a  great  storm  of  wind,  and  the  waves  beat 

into  the  ship,  so  that  it  was 
did  we  think  of  so  sudden  i 

before,  it  was  quite  calm, 

easily  these  things  could  be  changed  I 

Do  you  ask  what  we  saw?  The  whole  of  the 

sea;  the  location  of  the  cities  that  once  surrounded 

it;  the  country  of  Gadara  on  the  other  side,  and, 

further  north,  the  "steep  hill"  down  which  the 
herd  of  swine  ran  and  were  drowned  in  the  sea. 

We  suppose  this  circumstance  put  the  Gadarenes 

out  of  the  notion  of  hog-raising,  and  their  neigh- 
bors and  successors  as  well,  because  we  are  seeing 

none  in  all  the  country  around.  If  ten  thousand 

times  ten  thousand  more  herds  of  them  would  do 

the  same  thing,  perhaps  the  world  would  be  quite 
as  well  off. 

Eighth  Day,  Wednesday,  Oct.  16,  'oj. 

After  an  early  breakfast  we  started  over  the 
hills  and  by  the  Mount  of  Beatitudes,  or  Horns  of 
Hattan,  the  place  where  Christ  fed  5,000,  and 
here  the  Jews  show  the  grave  of  Jethro.  At  a  dis- 

tance we  saw  Mt.  Tabor.  Also  saw  Gath-hepher, 
where  Jonah  was  born,  a  small  city  on  a  hill 
From  here  we  took  our  last  look  at  the  historic 
Galilee,  and  thanked  God  that  we  were  permitted 
to  see  the  place  where  his  dear  Son  did  so  many 
wonderful  works,  and  around  which  so  many  hal- 

lowed recollections  cluster. 

On  the  west  of  us  we  passed  Safed,  a  city  of  25,- 
000  inhabitants,  and  a  Jewish  stronghold,  they  hav- 

ing a  school  there  and  nineteen  synagogues. 
Among  the  Sephardin  Jews  there,  polygamy  is 
still  practiced  and,  according  to  their  traditions 
the  Messiah  is  to  come  from  this  place.  As  the 
city  is  built  on  a  very  high  hill  and  can  be  seen 
from  all  the  surrounding  country,  it  is  supposed 
that  Christ  referred  to  this  city  in  his  beatitudeal 
sermon   on  the   Mount,   as   from   this  place    it  is 

11,"  etc.  Little 
2,  btcause,  just 
linded   us,   how 

14),   "A  city  that  is  set 

ir  by 

plainly  in  view  (Matt.  5 

on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid." We  ate  our  lunch  in  an  olive  orchard,  near 

Cana  of  Galilee,  the  picture  city  of  our  boyhood 

days, — the  place  where  Christ,  as  a  young  man, 

with  his  mother,  attended  a  marriage  and  per- 
formed his  first  miracle.  Did  you  ever  picture  in 

your  minds  what  a  lovely  village  this  was,  with 

its  neat  cottages,  shady  streets  and  fountains  of 

sweet,  sparkling  water?  Perhaps  you  have  seen, 

in  your  old  Family  Bible,  a  picture  of  the  place, 

in  connection  with  beautifully-clad  women  and 
maidens.  You  may  also  have  seen  the  jars,  and 

the  filling  them  with  water.  And  as  you  thought 

of  the  place,  the  occasion  and  the  guests,  you 

said:  "  How  nice,  how  lovely!  "  -^ 
Well,  these  imageries  are  fine,  and  while  we  had 

a  great  desire  to  see,  with  our  own  eyes,  the  place 

where  this  very  interesting  Bible  narrative  took 

place,  we  were  made  sad  to  have  our  "mind  pic- 
ture" of  it  so  completely  demolished.  How  do 

you  think  we  found  it?  One  of  the  most  dirty, 

miserable  and  poverty-stricken  villages  that  we 
yet  found.  Everybody,  animals,  etc.,  seemed  to 

be  in  a  starving  condition.  Dead  horses  and  don- 

keys were  lying  around,  and  the  living  animals  were 
so  poor  and  ill  fed  that  death  would  be  a  happy 

excr-ange.  The  hovels  are  built  of  stone  and  mud, 
with  entrances  only  large  enough  to  crawl  in.  The 

inside  of  tl.em  looked  more  like  dog  kennels  or 

donkey  stables,  than  homes  for  human  beings. 
The  inhabitants  were  quite  in  harmony  with  their 

surroundings,  —  men  and  women  partly  clothed, 
and  many  of  the  children  naked.  We  were  taken 
into  a  Greek  church  where  we  were  shown  two 

large  stone  jars,  which,  they  say,  are  the  jars  that 

were  used  by  Christ  in  turning  the  water  into 

wine.  Such  shams  and  impositions  are  entirely 

out  of  harmony  with  our  way  of  thinking,  and  de- 

velop our  innermost  disgust.  While  we  have  no 

do1  bt  but  what  the  Cana  of  the  Christ  was  located 

on  this  hill,  and  that  it  was  then,  a  beautiful  place, 

it  made  us  sick  at  heart  to  have  it  plastered  over 

with  the  present  picture  of  misery  and  desolation. 

But  rob  a  place   of  thi 
/ely   insp 

here  is 
ro.  Binga 

:ion  of  the 

at  we  have 
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want  to  see 

mall  valley,  and  over 

ve  came  to  Nazareth, 

How  often  we  have 

boyhood  of  the  one 

:w  the   world  to  him- 

Christ-life,  and  what 
left.     In  the  words  of  our  Br 

all  united:  "Good-bye,   Can; 

you  any  more." After  passing  through  a 

a  very  steep  and  rocky  hill, 

the  boyhood  home  of  Christ 

thought  of  this  place,  and  th 
whose  life,  words  and  love  di 

self!  About  the  place  we  would  have  much  to  say, 
but  to  confine  all  within  the  idea  of  Glimpses, 
we  must  necessarily  be  brief. 

After  our  camp  was  set,  our  dragoman  conducted 
us  through  the  city  and  we  were  shown  the  two 
places  claimed  as-  the  annunciation  of  Christ,  one 
by  the  Greek  Church  and  the  other  by  the  Latin  or 
Roman  Catholics.  One  is  quite  as  probable  as  the 
other.  Both  places  are  now  covered  by  churches 
and,  after  descending  some  fifteen  steps,  you  are 
shown  a  small  chamber  and  an  alt 

dies  are  always  kept  burning, 

are  these  words:  "Hie  verbum  , 

("  Here  the  Word  was  made  flesh, 
is  marked  the  place  where  the  angel  stood,  etc. 
Then  we  were  taken  to  Joseph's  carpenter  shop,  to 
the  synagogue  where  Christ  preached,  and  were 
shown  a  large  rock  surface  on  which  Christ  ate 
with  his  disciples.  Here,  also,  is  a  fragment  of  a 
column,  depending  from  the  ceiling,  which  is  said 
to  be  miraculously  supported,  above  the  place 
where  the  Virgin  received  the  angel's  message. 
May  10,  1291,  tradition  says,  that  the  sacred  dwell- 

ing was  carried,  by  angels,  to  prevent  its  desecra- 
tion, to  different  places,  and,  finally,  to  Lerota, 

Italy,  where   it   still   attracts    numerous    pilgrims. 

on  which  can- 
On     the     altar 

ro    factum    est." Close  by  this 

All  these  things  are  the  outgrowth  of  fertile  brains, 

but  believed  by  this  simple  people  as  firmly  as 

they  believe  in  the  Christ  himself. 
Nazareth  is,  comparatively  speaking,  rather  a 

pretty  town,  pleasantly  located  and  well  built  of 
stone.  As  it  lies  facing  the  West,  it  makes  a  pret- 

ty picture  in  the  evening,  before  sunset,  as  it  is 
thus  lighted,  the  fronts  of  the  white  houses  make 
quite  a  dazzling  appearance,  though  the  people 

are  poor  and  the  streets  narrow  and  dirty.  On 
our  return  to  camp  we  had  the  honor  of  a  call 

from  a  large  number  of  the  citizens,  men,  women, 

children,  sellers  of  purple  and  beggars.  Some 

could  speak  the  English  and  treated  us  very  court- eously. 

Ninth  Day,    Thursday,  Oct.  iy,  'qj. 
As  we  leave  Nazareth,  we  come  to  a  declivity  of 

rocks,  on  a  mount  near  by,  where,  it  is  said,  Christ 

was  taken,  and  cast  himself  down.  We  enter  the 

plains,  and  go  up  to  the  village  of  Nain,  where 

Christ  healed  the  widow's  son.  O,  that  the  Christ 
could  be  here  now  and  heal  this  miserable  people 

from  their  sins,  and  minister  to  their  physical  need, 

raise  them  morally  and  lead  them  away  from 

their  superstitions!  How  very  sad  is  the  condi- 
tion of  a  Christless  people!  Like  Cana,  it  is  a 

village  of  mud  and  stones,  as  filthy  and  poverty- 
stricken  as  it  is  possible  for  a  place  to  appear.  It 

is  located  on  the  western  side  of  Little  Hermon, 

and  in  close  proximity  to  a  limestone  valley  that 

would  need  only  a  little  good  culture  to  make  it 

Further  on  and  North  is  Endor,  a  town  of  Ma- 

nassah,  where  the  spirit  of  Samuel  was  raised  by 
the  witch  and  consulted  by  Saul  on  the  eve  of 

the  disastrous  battle  of  Gilboa  (1  Sam.  28:  7). 

From  here  we  again  enter  the  great  valley  and  see 

the  ruins  of  Fuleh  and  Af-Fuleh,  the  great  Water- 

loo of  the  plains,  as  here  were  fought  the  great  bat- 

tles of  Jehu  and  Azariah,  Saladin  and  the  Crusa- 

ders, and  Napoleon  and  the  Turks.  Drenched  in 
human  blood  it  was  left  to  desolation. 

Next  we  come  to  Shunem,  where  is  laid  the  pret- 

ty Bible  story  of  Elisha  and  the  Shunammite  wom- 

an (2  Kings  4:  8).  The  place  is  of  no  importance 
now,  but  the  scene  of  the  woman  and  the  prophet 
came  to  us  with  unusual  vividness,  as  we  stood  on 

the  supposed  ruins. 
From  here  we  go  to  Jezreel,  situated  on  a  spur 

of  the  Gilboa  Mountains.  Here  it  was  that  great 

battle  was  fought  between  Saul  and  the  Philistines, 

and  where  the  fatal  arrow,  though  unaimed,  found 

the  death  spot,  and  the  great  warrior  fell.  After- 
wards it  was  the  residence  of  King  Ahab  and 

Jezebel,  and  on  these,  then-vine-clad  hills  lay  the 
vineyard  of  Naboth.  What  wonderful  scenes  were 

played  on  this  Mount,  and  what  a  history  could 
be  written  were  the  facts  known!  This  is  the 

great  Valley  of  Esdraelon  which,  by  proper  culti- 
vation, might  be  made  fat  in  productions.  As  we 

looked  at  it  and  compared  it  with  some  of  the 

great  valleys  of  the  United  States,  we  were  made 

to  think  of  the  hundreds  of  happy  homes  that,  un- 

der a  benign  government,  might  be  dotted  over 

the  whole  plain.  Though  everywhere  is  seen 

sterility  and  poverty,  it  is  not  because  the  possi- 
bilities are  wanting  in  the  land,  but  the  trouble  is 

with  the  government  and  the  people. 
Onward  and  southward  we  go  till  Jerim  is 

reached,  when  we  again  enter  camp  for  the  day. 

This  is  a  small  town  of  some  3,000  inhabitants, 

well  located,  with  rather  pleasant  surroundings. 

Olives,  pomegranates,  palms  and  figs  grow  here  in 
abundance.  But  the  people  have  an  unsavory 

reputation.  A  good  guard  was  necessary,  as  in  all 

our  camping  places,  to  insure  us  against  being  dis- 
turbed during  the  night,  or  having  our  belongings 

stolen.  It  is  in  the  territory  of  Issachar,  and  is 

thought  to  be  the  "  Garden-spring," — En-gannim 
of  Joshua  19:21:21:  29,  and  is  on  the  main  road 
leading  from  Nazareth  to  Jerusalem.  h.  b.  b. 
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•ESSAYS; 

When  on  my  day  of  life  the  night  is  falling, And,  in  the  winds  from  unsunned  spaces  blown 
I  hear  far  voices  out  of  darkness  calling 
My  feet  to  paths  unknown. 

Thou  who  hast  made  my  home  of  life  so  pleasant, 
Leave  not  its  tenant  when  its  walls  decay. 

Oh,  Love  divine,  Oh,  Helper  ever  present 
Be  thou  my  strength  and  stay! 

Be  near  me  when  all  else  is  from  me  drifting, 
Earth,  sky,  home's  pictures,  days  of  shade  and  shine, And  kindly  faces  to  mine  own  uplifting 
The  love  which  answers  mine. 

I  have  but  thee,  Oh,  Father!    Let  thy  Spirit 
Be  with  me  then  to  comfort  and  uphold; 

No  gate  of  pearl,  no  branch  of  palm,  1  merit, 
Nor  street  of  shining  gold. 

Suffice  it  if, — my  good  and  ill  unreckoned, 
And  both  forgiven  through  thy  abounding  grace, — 

1  find  myself  by  hands  familiar  beckoned 
Unto  my  fitting  place: 

Some  humble  door  among  thy  many  mansions. 
Some  sheltering  shade  where  sin  and  striving  cease, 

And  flows  forever  through  heaven's  green  expansions 
The  river  of  thy  peace. 

There,  from  the  music  round  about  me  stealing 
I  fain  would  learn  the  new  and  holy  song, 

And  find,  at  last,  beneath  thy  trees  of  healing, 
The  life  for  which  f  long. 

—J.  G.  Whitticr,  in  March  A  Han  tic. 

THE  LORD  OUR  RIQHTEOUSNESS. 

BY  S.  N.  M  CANN. 

Number  Three. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  s 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."- 
Cor.  5:21. 

Whenever  Man's  Works  or  Man's  Obedience  Enter 
a  Factor  in  the  Work  of  Righteousness,  he  Cannot  have 
an  Absolute  but  Only  a  Relative  Degree  of  Holiness. 

If  Christ  cannot  give  us  complete  and  full  sancti- 
fication,  absolute  holiness,  by  standing  in  our  stead, 
how  can  we  hope  to  make  the  sacrifice  better  or 

richer  by  our  poor,  imperfect  service?  "  For  by 
one  offering  he  hath  perfected  forever  them  that 

are  sanctified."  Heb.  10:  14.  "  But  we  are  all  as 
an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righteousnesses  are  as 

filthy  rags."     Isaiah  64:  6. 
Take  an  old  rag  and  drag  it  through  the  sewer, 

and  you  have  a  picture, — a  fit  likeness, — of  all  our 
righteousnesses.  Why  should  any  one  want  to  sew 

the  old  dirty  rag  of  his  own  works,  of  his  own  obe- 

dience, into  the  pure,  white  garments  of  Christ's 
righteousness?  You  spoil  it,  my  brother.  Stop 

sewing  in  your  old  filthy  patch  and  clothe  yourself 
in  the  pure  righteousness  of  Jesus,  your  Savior.  A 
sinner  will  give  up  his  sins,  sooner  than  a  moral 

man  will  give  up  the  thought  of  merit  in  his  good 
works. 

There  are  too  many  professors  of  religion  who  are 

only  moral  men.  They  think  they  have  patched 

Christ  upon  their  old  filthy  rag  of  works.  This 
patched  arrangement  will  not  do;  we  must  throw 

away  our  old  garment  of  good  works,  and  accept 
righteousness  from  the  hand  of  God  as  a  gracious 

gift. 
It  is  hard,  it  is  humiliating,  to  think  we  are  noth- 

ing, to  realize  that  we  can  have  no  part  in  helping 

to  make  the  righteousness  that  saves,  that  sancti- 

fies, that  makes  holy  and  perfect  in  God's  sight. 
It  mortifies  our  pride  to  be  compelled  to  drop  ev- 

erything, even  our  own  good  works,  our  own  obedi- 
ence and  plead  the  merit  of  Christ  alone. 

Failing  to  surrender  everything,  we  can  hold  on- 
ly a  relative  degree  of  holiness,  and  must  and  will 

be  condemned  in  God's  sight. 
We  can  hear  the  man,  who  is  making  his  works  a 

factor  in  the  works  of  righteousness,  saying,  "  We 

can  do  nothing  good  of  ourselves,  but  by  God's  as- 
sistance we  can  do  something."  By  God's  help  we 

can  and  will  do  much,  but  nothing  in  the  way  of 

helping  to  merit  holiness;  this  is  a  free  gift,  J 
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Can  we  think  of  adding  to  Christ's  completed 
work?  God  forbid,  but  may  we  not  surrender  all and  receive  Christ,  our  righteousness? 
We  hear  the  man  who  is  depending  upon  his 

works  to  help  merit  eternal  life  saying,  "  The  com- 
mands of  Jesus  arc  not  our  works,  but  they  are 

God's  works  committed  to  our  hands.  God's  ordi- nances are  means  of  growth  and  not  factors  helping 
to  purchase  our  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of 
sin.  Our  deliverance  is  completely  and  wholly  and 
eternally  purchased  by  Christ,  if  we  will  only  ac- 

cept the  gracious  gift  spotless  from  his  hands. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  be  absolutely  free  from 

doubt  and  hold  on  to  our  works  or  our  obedience, 
as  a  factor  in  helping  to  purchase  our  sanctification, 
our  righteousness,  our  perfection,  our  holiness. 
Whenever  we  make  our  obedience  a  factor,  all  these 
divine  qualities  are  relative  and  not  absolute.  No 
man  can  come  into  God's  presence  justified  who 
holds  only  a  relative  degree  of  holiness.  We  musl 
become  absolutely  holy,  absolutely  freed  from  sin 
else  we  will  be  banished  from  God's  presence 
"  Now  to  him  that  worketh  is  the  reward  not  reck 
oned  of  grace,  but  of  debt."  Rom.  4:  3.  The  mat who  makes  his  work  a  factor  in  the  work  of  santifi 
cation  has  but  little  use  for  Jesus— God  owes  hirr 
something  and  he  claims  it  upon  the  merit  of  his own  works. 

"  But  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  bel 
him  that  justifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted 
for  righteousness.  Even  as  David  also  describeth 
the  blessedness  of  the  man,  unto  whom  God  im 

puteth  righteousness  without  works,  saying,  Bless 
ed  are  they  whose  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and  whos 

sins  are  covered."     Rom.  4:  5-7. 
To  him  that  worketh  not, — this  cannot  be  sai' 

of  the  man  who  gets  his  works  in  as  a  factor  in  th 

work  of  man's  justification.  "  Unto  whom  God  im 
puteth  righteousness  without  works."  Remembei 
WITHOUT  WORKS.  Works  spoil  it  all,  and  w 

have  no  assurance,  no  life,  no  salvation,  but  "  the 
righteousness  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jcsu: 
Christ  unto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe. 
Rom.  3:  22  does  justify. 

"  Therefore  being  justified  by  faith,  we  hav< 

peace  with,  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 

Rom.  5:  1.  Justified  by  faith,  not  by  work's 
Whenever  we  put  our  works  in  as  a  means  of  justi 
fication,  we  cannot  have  peace  with  God.  Christ  i: 
our  righteousness.  In  him  we  have  reconciliation 
in  him  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being  spiritual iy- 

We  work  because  we  are  justified,  because  we 

are  holy,  because  we  are  perfect  and  not  in  order  to 

become  perfect. 

Biidgewatcr,  Va 
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NOTES  AND  JOTTINOS. 

BY  I.  J.  ROSENUEKGER. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  preached  a  most  scathing 
sermon,  recently,  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  New 

York,  on  "  The  Failure  of  Protestantism."  Wc 
quote  from  his  sermon,  reported  as  follows:  "  In 
the  Methodist  church  which  is  the  most  aggressive 
church  of  our  times,  there  was  a  membership  in 
New  York,  last  year,  of  17,309,  divided  among 

eighty-six  churches.  The  members  subscribed  last 
year  $550,000,  and  there  was  84,100,000  invested 
money  besides.  All  this  capital  resulted  in  a  gain 
of  241  members  during  the  year.  In  the  Baptist 
church  the  average  gain  is  two  hundred  and  sixteen 

iibers,  with  a  membership  of  18,000,  an  income 

of  S500.000,  and  an  invested  capital  of  §4,000,000. 
same  state  of  affairs  prevails  in  the  Presbyteri- 

an church,  notwithstanding  its  immense  wealth  and 

power.  The  men  have  destroyed  the  churches  of 
New  York.  There  are  1,000  secret  orders  in  New 

York,  and  they  have  not  a  single  woman  member. 
There  are  three  hundred  churches,  the  membership 

of  which  is  three-fourlhs  women." 
The  foregoing  would  seem  almost  incredible,  but 
Dm  information  gathered  from  other  sources  I 

give  the  Doctor's  statement  full  credit,  and  a  most 
pitiful  story  it  is.     It  looks  very  much  as  if  some  of 

our  American  cities  are  approaching  the  low  level 
of  the  European  cities,  that  our  traveling  editorial 
brethren  have  been  telling  us  of  recently.  Upon 
the  growing  curse  of  secrecy  we  are  too  silent. 

What  vast  numbers  of  Brethren's  children  are  be- 
ing drawn  into  the  net  of  secrecy  by  which  they  are 

lost— lost  to  the  church!  The  Christian  Cynosure, 
published  at  221  West  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  is  an 
able  journal,  showing  the  evils  of  secrecy,  and  it 
deserves  more  patronage  from  our  brethren.  Send for  a  sample  copy. 

I  seldom  stop  to  read  the  sermons  published  in 
the  various  papers,  except  those  by  Sptugeon. 
From  one  of  his  sermons  delivered  just  before  his 
death,  I  clip  the  following.  Subject,  »  No  Room 
for  Jesus."  "  Then  there  are  the  schools  of  phil- 

osophy, surely  they  will  entertain  him.  The  wise 
men  will  find  in  him  inveterate  wisdom;  he  who  in 
his  youth  is  to  become  the  teacher  of  doctors,  who 
will  sit  down  and  ask  them  questions  and  receive 
their  answers;  surely  he  will  find  room  at  once 
among  the  Grecian  sages,  and  men  of  wit  and  re- 

nown will  honor  him.  No,  dear  friends,  but  it  is 
not  so:  there  is  but  very  little  room  for  Christ  in 
colleges  and  universities,  very  little  room  for  him  in 
the  seats  of  learning.  How  often  learning  helps 
men  to  raise  objections  to  Christ?  Too  often  learn- 

ing is  the  forge  where  the  nails  are  made  for  Christ's 
crucifixion,  too  often  human  wit  has  become  the  ar- 

tificer who  has  pointed  the  spear  and  made  the 
shall  with  which  his  heart  should  be  pierced.  We 
must  say  it  that  philosophy,  falsely  so  called  (for 

true  philosophy,  if  it  were  honored  aright,  must  ev- 

er be  Christ's  friend).  Philosophy,  falsely  so-called, 
hath  done  mischief  to  Christ,  but  seldom  hath  \t 

served  his  cause.  True,  a  few,  with  splendid  tal- 
ents, a  few  of  the  erudite  and  profound,  have  bowed 

like  children  at  the  feet  of  the  babe  of  Bethlehem, 
and  have  been  honored  in  bowing  there;  but  too 

many,  conscious  of  their  knowledge,  stiff  and  stern 

in  their  conceit  of  wisdom,  have  said,  "  Who  is 
Christ  that  we  should  acknowledge  him?  They 

have  found  no  room  for  him  in  their  schools." 
How  sad  and  yet  oh!  how  true.  This  recent 

higher  criticism  that  is  being  waged  against  the 
Bible,  it  is  sad  to  tell,  comes  from  universities,  sem- 

inaries, and  schools  of  theology.  The  Presbyterians 
have  been  deposing  some  of  their  most  talented 
men  for  teaching  that  certain  portions  of  the  Bible 
are  uninspired.  They  found  their  headquarters  in 
their  schools  of  learning. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  history  continues 

to  repeat  itself. 
1.  Ancient  Israel  wanted  to  have  a  king  to  be  like 

other  nations.  Portions  of  our  loving  Brotherhood 

want  certain  changes,  so  as  to  be  like  other  church- 
es. Some  of  them  have  reached  that  point,  to 

their  sorrow,  however,  like  ancient  Israel. 

2.  Our  Gospel  usages  and  rules  that  render  us 

"  a  peculiar people"  that  show  that  we  are"  separate," 
"  chosen  out  of  the  world!'  is  receiving  much  oppo- 

sition from  some  in  our  Brotherhood.  It  is  to  be 

feared,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  it  any  of  them 
should  have  come  from  any  of  our  schools.  The 

pitiful  story  named  by  Spurgeon  is  repeating  itself 
too  frequently.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  we  have 
brethren  and  sisters  who  have  passed  through  these 
schools  of  learning,  and  yet  their  knowledge 

gained  did  not  have  the  ruinous  effect  of  their 

being  "puffed  up,"  but  it  humbled  them  and  they 

.re  rising  up  as  pillars  in  defense  of  their  Master's 

uffering  cause. 
Covington,  Ohio. 

Jesus  was  a  busy  man.  For  over  three  years  he 
worked  almost  day  and  night.  He  probably 

preached  more  or  less  every  day,  and  some  days 

several  times,  and  yet  only  one  of  his  sermons,  that 

upon  the  Mount,  has  been  transmitted  to  us  with 

anything  like  completeness.  In  the  last  verse  of 
his  record,  John  tells  us  that  if  all  that  Jesus 
said  and  did   had  been  written,   the    world  itself 
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would  not  contain  the  books.  Yet,  enough  has 

been  handed  down  to  us  to  prove  that  Jesus  is 

Christ,  and  that  believing  we  might  have  life 

through  his  name.  We  need  no  more  to  make  life 
a  success,  though  we  know  that  much  was  said 

many  things  done  of  which  we  have  no  record.  Fol- 

lowing this  line  of  thought  we  clip  the  following 
from  the  Literary  Digest: 

The  existence  of  extra-canonical  sayings  of 

Christ  lias  been  acknowledged  all  along  by  students 

of  church  history.  The  difficulty  existed  and  still 
exists  in  their  identification.  The  oldest  writers 

of  the  church,  such  as  Justin  the  Martyr,  Origen, 
Clemens  of  Alexandria,  and  others,  have  in  their 

writings,  handed  down  as  sayings  of  the  Lord,  not 
a  few  statements  not  to  be  found  in  the  Gospels. 

The  sayings  are  called  the  Agraplw,  i.  e„  the  Un- 
written, in  contrast  to  the  Engrapha,  or  those  pre- 
served by  the  evangelists.  These  tigrapha  are 

found  everywhere  in  the  earliest  literature.  The 

great  Hebraist,  Dclitzscli,  in  his  interesting  sketch 

called  "  A  Day  in  Capernaum,"  claims  that  even 
in  the  Talmud  there  are  such  unrecorded  utteran- 

ces of  Jesus  Christ.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
many  of  the  recorded  parables,  such  as  the  tares 
among  the  wheat,  Dives,  and  others  found  in  the 
New  Testament,  can  be  paralleled  in  the  Jewish 

literature  of  the  times.  Every  petition  of  the 

Lord's  Prayer  has  its  counterpart  in  the  Mishna 
and  other  Jewish  writings.  Why  rould  not  these 
sayings  of  Christ,  not  recorded  by  Matthew,  Mark, 

Luke,  and  John,  but  which  circulated  as  living  tra- 
dition in  the  earliest  period  of  Christianity,  have 

been  appropriated  by  Jewish  writers? 

1.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  agrapha  is 
demonstrated  by  the  Scriptures  themselves.  In 

Acts  20:  35,  the  words,  "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give 

than  to  receive,"  are  by  Paul  claimed  to  be  a  cita- 
tion from  a  discourse  of  the  Lord.  Yet  in  our 

written  Gospels  we  hear  nothing  of  such  a  senti- 
ment falling  from  his  lips.  Here,  then,  we  cer- 
tainly have  such  an  agraphon,  picked  up  by  Paul 

from  the  abundance  of  tradition  current  among  the 
primitive  Christians  concerning  the  doings  and 

sayings  of  Christ.  How  many  more  of  such  agra- 
pha  may  be  incorporated  in  the  other  books  of  the 

New  Testament,  without  being  expressly  ascribed 

to  Jesus,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  It  is  easi- 
ly possible  that  we  have  in  the  Pauline  and  other 

writings  quite  a  number  of  Christ's  sayings  which 
we  no  longer  recognize  as  such.  It  is  certain  that 

there  were  collections  of  such  sayings  in  the  early 
church  which  have  been  lost.  The  most  famous 

of  these  are  the  Logia  of  Papiias,  quoted  by  the 
historian  Eusebius,  and  regarded  by  him  as  the 
basis  of  the  original  Matthew. 

2.  Another  such  extra-canonical  saying  reads: 

"  Be  good,  money-changer.  Prove  all  things;  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good;  abstain  from  every  form 

of  evil."  This  is  the  best  attested  agraphon  in  Pa- 
tristic literature,  and  is  quoted  frequently  by  the 

fathers.  The  latter  part  is  at  once  recognized  as 
found  in  I  Thess.  5:  21,  22,  where,  however,  Paul 
does  not  state  that  this  is  a  citation  from  Christ. 
Origen,  the  great  church  father,  in  his  Commen- 

tary on  Matt.  17:  31,  expressly  states  that  these 
were  the  words  of  the  Lord.  It  is  claimed  that 
here  Paul,  as  he  is  thought  to  have  done  in  many 
other  places,  made  use  of  a  saying  of  Christ  with- 

out indicating  it  as  such. 

3.  "  He  who  is  near  unto  me  is  near  unto  a  fire: 
he  who  is  far  from  me  is  far  from  the  kingdom." 
This  saying  is  expressly  ascribed  to  Christ  by  Ori- 

gen in  his  sermon  on  Jer.  30:  3,  and  is  also  men- 

tioned as  such  by  Didymus  of  Alexandria.  Origen 
does  not  state  the  exact  source  of  this  agraphon, 
but  introduces  it  with  the  words:  "I  have  some- 

where read  this  Word  of  the  Lord."  The  senti- 
ment of  the  first  part  is  in  harmony  with  Luke  12: 

19  and  Matt.  10:  34. 

4.  "  For  the  sake  of  the  weak,  I  became  weak: 
for  the  sake  of  the  hungry,  I  have  hungered;  for 
the  sake  of  the  thirsty  I  have  suffered  thirst." 
This  is  claimed  by  Origen,  in  his  comment  on  Matt. 

8:  2,  to  be  a  saying  of  the  Lord.  The  sentiment  is 
akin  to  that  of  Paul  in  1  Cor.  9:  22. 

5.  "Let  not  the  sun  go  down  over  your  wrath." 
These  words  are  indeed  found  in  Eph.  4:  24,  but 

not  as  a  dictum  of  the  Lord.  In  Adamontitus' 

'  Dialogs  Concerning  the  True  Faith,'  they  are  as- 
cribed to  Christ,  and  his  claim  is  reiterated  by  oth- 

er early  Christian  writers.  This  agreement  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  Lord  as  expressed  in  Matt. 

5:  24,  25,  is  apparent  at  a  glance. 
These  are  but  a  few  specimens  of  the  agrapha 

that  can  be  traced  in  Patristic  writings.  A  full 
collection  of  them,  in  the  original  tongues,  with 

all  the  variant  readings,  has  been  made  recently 
by  Pastor  Albert  Resch,  a  German  scholar  of  note, 

and  published  in  the  series  of  "Texts  and  Investi- 

gations in  Early  Church  Literature,"  edited  by 
Harnack  and  Gebhardt. 

1896. 
LILIES  AND  POMEORANATES. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

"...  A  sword  shall  pierce  through  thine  own  soul  also." — Luke  2:  35- 

The  porch  of  Solomon's  temple  was  supported 
by  two  immense  brazen  pillars.  The  one  on  the 
right  was  called  Jachin,  which,  being  interpreted 

means  "God  shall  establish."  The  other  on  the 
left  was  Boaz,  which  means  fleeting,  passing  away. 

Why  «  ere  those  pillars  thus  named?  No  doubt 
to  teach  those  who  entered  the  temple  that  what 
God  sets  up  lasts  forever;  that  what  man  devises 

passeth  away.  Worshipers  entering  in  at  the 
hours  of  prayer,  while  passing  under  the  arched 
and  slately  porch,  would  unavoidably  contemplate 
those  two  great  pillars  of  brass.  No  doubt  they 
knew  their  names.  While  casting  their  eyes  upon 

the  right  pillar,  Jachin,  the  idea  of  God's  eternity 
helm  them;  while  beholding  the  pillar 

set  upon  the  left,— Boaz  —  the  idea  of  maris  evan- 

would  "  so  teach  them  to  number  their  days 

as  to  apply  their  hearts  unto  wisdom."  Grand 
thoughts,  eloquent  exhortations  were  those  two 

pillars  to  Jewish  worshipers!  Oh!  if  every  time  we 
nter  the  house  of  God,  his  eternity  and  our  tran- 

toriness  could  pervade  our  whole  being,  what 
lessing  we  should  derive  from  the  services  of 

the  sanctuary!  But,  alas,  we  go  there  with  our 
rldly  thoughts,  and  worldly  cares,  and  wicked 

propensities.  No  wonder  if  we  go  back  to  our 
homes  unblest!  "Ye  fight  and  war,  yet  ye  have 
not  because  ye  ask  not.  Ye  ask  and  receive  not, 

because  ye  ask  amiss!  " 
the  capitals  or  heads  of  those  two  pil- 
owned  with  wreaths  of  lilies  and  pome- 

granates engraved  in  the  metal.  The  pure,  the 
shining  white  lily,  is  emblematic  of  joy  or  pure 
pleasure.  The  pomegranate,  with  its  countless  lit- 

son  drops  and  innumerable  reddish  berries, 
ompressed  together  into  irregular 

angular  forms,  represented  sorrow  and  anguish; 
still  better- a  bleeding  heart!  Hence,  the  other 
lesson  which  Solomon  intended  to  teach  by  that 
entwining  of  the  stainless  lily  and  the  bleeding 
fruit  was  that,  in  the  service  of  God  as  in  the  life 
of  the  world,  there  are  ever  mingled  together  joy 
and  sorrow,  happiness  and  anguish,  the  white  lily 
of  pure  pleasures  and  blood-drops  wrung  from  a heart  in  pain! 

Joseph  the  carpenter,  and  his  young  wife  Mary, 
also  beheld  the  same  brazen  pillars  with  the  lilies 
and  pomegranates  entwined  in  their  uppermost 
part,  but  with  the  thought  that  He  who  "shall 
establish  "  was  now  slumbering  in  the  Virgin's  arm! And  when  old  Simeon  prophesied  that  the  "fruit 
of  the  womb"  would  be  "a  light  to  lighten  the Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel,"  his 
words  were  AV.W.-sweet  joys  for  Mar>'s  heart. 
But  when  he  added,  "  This  child  is  set  for  the  fall 
and  rising  again  of  many  in  Israel,  and  for  a  sign which  shall  be  spoken  against;  yea,  a  sword  shall 
pierce  through  thine  own  soul  also,"  these  words 
were   the  pomegra,iates,-Vzmin\  blood-drops    ooz- 

cked 

ing  from  the  pierced  heart  of  the  mother   
From  that  day  lilies  and  pomegranates  forever 

twined  about  the  heart  of  Mary.  The  lily, — when 

he  was  "  subject  unto  her  "  and  "increased  in  wis- 

dom, and  stature,  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man," 
the  lily, — when  she  fled  to  Egypt  and  saved  her 

son  from  the  sword  of  Herod's  cruel  emissaries. 
The  lily, — when,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  sat  in  the 
midst  of  the  doctors,  confounding  them  with  ques- 

tions. The  lily, — when,  at  Cana  of  Galilee,  he 
turned  water  into  wine  and  "  manifested  forth  his 

glory."  The  lily, — when  he  "  taught  as  one  having 

authority  and  not  as  the  Scribes."  The  lily, — 
when  he  wrought  miracles,  and  "his  fame  went 
throughout  all  Syria,  and  he  healed  all  manner  of 
sickness  and  all  manner  of  diseases  among  the  peo- 

ple." The  lily  when  he  rose  from  the  dead,  and 
ascended  to  his  Father  and  our  Father,  his  God 
and  our  God! 

But  it  was  the  pomegranate  when  this  holy  wom- 

an knew  her  Son  to  be  the  One  "  despised  and  re- 
jected of  men,  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted 

with  grief."  The  pomegranate, — when  he  was  de- 
nied and  betrayed  by  two  of  his  disciples.  The 

pomegranate,  —  when  he  was  apprehended,  ill- 
treated  by  rough,  Roman  soldiers,  and  arraigned 
before  Annas,  Caiaphas,  Pilate  and  Herod.  The 

pomegranate, — when  she  saw  his  hands  and  feet 
nailed  to  the  cross,  and  his  side  pierced  with  a 

spear.  The  pomegranate  when  the  multitude, 

passing  by,  reviled  him,  wagging  their  heads  and 

saying,  "  He  saved  others;  himself  he  cannot  save." 
The  pomegranate  when  he  was  brought  down  from 
the  cross  a  lifeless  corpse;  when  he  was  wrapped 

in  his  shroud  and  gently  laid  in  Joseph's  new  tomb! 
Truly,  a  sword  did  pierce  through  her  very  soul, — 
the  seat  of  physical  affections,  and  consequently 
of  maternal  love! 

We  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  another  year. 
Its  porch,  bearing  the  date  1896,  is  supported  by 
two  pillars.  On  the  right  is  Jachin,  testifying  of 

God's  eternity,  "Thou  art  God  from  everlasting 
and  world  without  end."     On  the  left  stands   Boaz,        A 

to  remind  us  of  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of   ',1 
human  life:  "  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of 

few  days  and  full  of  trouble."  .  .  . 
Before  entering  it,  let  us  look  up!  Lilies  and 

pomegranates  crown  each  pillar  that  we  may  learn 
the  deep,  serious  lesson  which  we  witness  around 

us  every  day;  that,  in  the  coming  year,  sweet  and 
bitter,  laughter  and  tears,  joy  and  grief,  happiness 
and  anguish  may  be  twined  about  our  lives  and 

strewing  our  steps.  And  while  its  doors  are  al- 

ready wide  opened,  inviting  us  in,  see  you  not 

old  Simeon,  Father  Time,  greeting  you  with — "a 

sword  shall  pierce  through  thine  own  soul  also?" 
Reader,  shall  his  portentous  words,  with  the 

deep  lessons  of  the  brazen  pillars  and  their  capitals 
of  wreathed  lilies  and  pomegranates,  alarm  you? 

They  did  not  alarm  the  Virgin  Mary!  If  sad 
was  to  be  her  motherhood,  she  was  determined  to 

make  the  best  of  it,  not  in  hardening  and  brazing 
her  heart,  but  in  putting  her  whole  trust  in  him, 

whom,  previous  to  his  birth,  she  called  "God  my 
Savior!  "  How  brave  she  was  as,  standing  beneath 
the  cross,  she  witnessed,  with  incomparable  forti- 

tude, the  intense  sufferings  of  her  beloved  child! 

Now,  reader,  has  grace  been  given  you  to  bear, 

as  bravely  as  Christ's  mother,  whatever  God  shall 
see  fit  to  send  you  during  the  coming  year,  wheth- 

er loss,  sickness,  sorrow  or  hopes  frustrated?  And 
should  he  now  thrust  a  sword  within  your  very 
soul,  could  you  go  on  through  life  without  faint- 

ing or  succumbing,— the  painful  blood-drops  ooz- 
ing through  your  pierced  heart?  .  .  . 

Could  you  endure  less  than  that?  A  thorn  in 
the  flesh,  a  messenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  you?  If 
Paul  and  Mary  could,  why  not  you  and  I?  Is  the 
grace  of  Christ  limited?  Is  it  the  exclusive  pre- 

rogative of  his  kindred  and  contemporaries?  No, 
but  the  gift  of  all  ages,  of  all  those  who  seek  it, 
ask  it,  pray  for  it. 

Therefore,  before  setting  your  foot  upon  the 
threshold  of  another  year,  like  Mary  hold  the  Sav- 

ior in  your  firms  I    To  enter  the  temple  of  the  dark, 
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mysterious  future,  pressing  the  Infant  Christ  aga. 
your  heart ',— that  is  grace!  To  possess  Jesus  before the  soul  is  pierced  through  and  through  with  a 
sword  is  the  secret  of  all  patience,  serenity,  com- 
posedness!  Take  him  therefore,  O  child  of  God, 
upon  thy  bosom,  and  go  forward  fearlessly  with 
the  Infant  Christ  into  the  dark  mysterious  future. 
His  presence  is  sufficient  for  thee! 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

ASSISTING  MINISTERS. 

BY  DAVID  E.  CRIPE. 

We  mean  by  assisting  a  minister,  to  render  such 
material  help  as  will  recompense  him  wholly  or 
in  part  for  the  time  he  is  required  to  spend  in  the 
service  of  the  church.  If  he  has  a  family  for  which 
to  provide  it  is  neither  just  nor  right  that  he  must 
devote  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  the  labor  of 

the  church,  and  thereby  neglect  the  wants  of  his 
household,  simply  because  he  is  a  minister.  On 
the  other  hand  it  is  not  reasonable  that  the  care  of 
providing  for  those  dearest  to  him  should  be  en- 

tirely removed  from  his  shoulders,  and  assumed  by 
others,  just  because  he  has  an  official  position. 

For  the  missionary  or  evangelist  who  puts  all 
his  time  to  the  work,  it  is  well  that  all  his  needs 

be  supplied,  but  for  the  common  minister,  whose 

week  days  are  largely  his  own,  it  is  enough  if  he 
receives  proper  assistance,  such  as  the  ca*e  may 
demand. 

Paul  received  much  assistance  while  he  was 

preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  yet  he  still 
labored  with  his  own  hands  at  his  trade  of  tent- 

making,  so  that  he  would  not  be  burdensome  to 

the  churches.  In  many  of  his  epistles  he  urges  the 
churches  to  assist  their  ministers.  From  the  law 

of  Moses,  which  commands  that  the  mouth  of  the 

ox  should  not  be  muzzled  while  treading  out  the 
corn,  he  reasons  that  they  who  preach  the  Gospel, 
should  live  of  the  Gospel.  We  understand  that 
the  ox  was  free  to  eat  while  treading  out  the  corn, 

but  when  not  so  engaged,  he  did  not  have  free  ac- 

cess to  his  master's  threshing  floor,  and  that  he 
who  preached  the  Gospel  once  a  week  could  hard- 

ly expect  to  live  of  the  Gospel  all  the  time.  Paul 

commands  that  we  should  bear  one  another's  bur- 
dens and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.  From  this 

and  many  other  Scriptures  we  are  irresistibly 
brought  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
church  to  assist  her  ministers.  But  how  shall  this 
be  done? 

To  understand  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  as- 
sistance ministers  ought  to  receive,  it  is  necessary 

to  know  the  real  position  they  occupy  in  Christ's 
kingdom.  In  the  civil  and  military  organizations 
of  the  world,  the  officers  are  rulers  and  masters 

over  the  common  masses.  In  Christ's  kingdom  it 
is  not  so.  He  himself  says,  "  He  that  is  greatest 

among  you  shall  be  your  servant."  Matt.  23:  11. A  servant  is  not  one  who  commands,  but  one  who 

serves.  He  who  serves  is  generally  beneath  him 
who  is  served.  He  may  be  his  equal,  but  he  is 
never  above  him.  Our  ministers  have  all  been 

chosen  from  among  the  laity.  Being  set  apart  for 

the  ministry  makes  some  change  in  a  man.  It 

will  not  change  his  nature,  opinions.  likes  or  prej- 

udices, though  it  will  modify  them  a  little.  The 

responsibility  it  places  upon  him,  and  the  near- 

ness it  brings  him  to  his  Maker,  will  make  him  a 

little  more  serious,  careful  and  thoughtful  than  he 

was  before.  If  he  was  industrious,  he  may  become 

a  little  more  so.  If  he  was  indolent  and  shiftless, 

that  will  not  leave  him.  It  will  not  give  him  any 

more  talent,  but  affords  him  better  opportunities 

to  improve  that  which  he  has.  It  is  expected  that 

his  spiritual  life  become  a  little  stronger  and 

brighter  than  it  was  before,  and  that,  in  all  things, 

he  become  an  example  to  the  flock.  This,  how- 
ever, still  leaves  him  on  the  same  plane  socially, 

morally  and  intellectually  as  are  the  laity.  We  all 

stand  on  a  common  level.  When  John  fell  down  to 

worship  that  high  angel,  who  was  delegated  to 

show  him  the  mysteries  of  heaven  and  the  things 

•See 

that  were  to  come  to  pass,  the  angel 
thou  do  it  not;  I  am  thy  fellow-servant,  and  of  th 
brethren  that  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus."  Rev. 

that  angel  was  not  only  the 

e,  but  of  the  apostle's ve  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  which 
1  to  the  plane  of  the  lowliest  be- 
how  much  more  do  our  ministers 
on  level  with  the  laity?  God  has 
ministers  should  be  of  the  corn- 

that  they  can  reach  the  common 

If,   th 

fellow-servant  of  th 
brethren,  who  have 

brings  him  dow 
liever  among  us, 

stand  on  a  comn 
ordained  that  hi: 

mon  people,  so 

people. Since  it  is  necessary  that  the  minister  stands  on 
the  common  level  with  the  people,  we  believe  that, 
when  a  man  is  called  to  the  ministry,  he  should  be 
left  in  the  same  position  in  which  he  is  found.  If 

n  good  circumstances,  he  will  be  able  to 
re  of  himself,  and  ought  to  be  thankful  that 

>w  has  the  opportunity  of  applying  some  of 
me  and  means  to  his  Master's  service.  K  he 
Dr,  it  is  not  necessary  to  take  him  out  of  the 
in  which  he  has  long  been  at  home,  and  put 
nto  a  large  house.  He  should  he  left  in  the 
e  to  which  he  is  accustomed,  for  there  will 

to    labor   most   effectually.     Take   him 

take  1 

sphe he  be  able 

from  his  home  and  put  him  in   new  environments 

and  he  would  be  as  unable  to  cope  with  the  enemy, 

as   was   the   young   David   in    King   Saul's   armor, 
while,   with  his  homely  sling,  he   might  do  good 
work. 

But  the  church  who  calls  a  poor  man 'to  the  min- 
istry should  be  very  careful  to  see  that  the  extra 

labors  that  are  placed  upon  him  do  not  make 
him  poorer  than  he  was.  If  he  has  not  the  books 

and  papers  that  he  needs,  let  the  church  furnish 
them.  If  he  has  no  conveyance  to  the  place  of 

meeting  where  he  is  expected  to  be,  the  church 
should  supply  him.  If  he  is  called  from  home 

through  the  week  to  solemnize  marriage,  to  bap- 
tize, to  anoint  the  sick  or  to  preach  a  funeral,  he 

ought  to  be  remunerated, — not  for  his  work  and 
his  preaching,  for  God  himself  will  reward  him  for 

that, — but  for  the  time  he  loses  from  his  own 
labor  at  home.  If  those  who  call  him  are  in  such 

circumstances  that  they  can  pay  him  for  his  time, 

they  ought  to  do  so,  but  if  they  cannot  or  do  not, 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  the  church  to  see 
to  it  that  he  loses  nothing  by  going.  If  he  is  a 

farmer  he  will  lose  more  by  being  called  from  hi 
work  during  the  busy  season  than  merely  day: 

wages,  and  at  such  time  it  were  better  to  furnis 

him  a  good  hand  in  his  stead. 
To  get  this  assistance  in  a  systematic  shape,  s 

it  would  not  be  neglected,  the  church  could  a[ 

point  a  faithful  brother  of  good  judgment,  wh 
lives  near  the  minister,  to  watch  over  his  affaii 

while  he  is  gone,  and  to  give  him  such  assistanc 

as  would  put  him  in  the  same  condition  he  woul 

be  in  if  he  had  not  been  called  av/ay,  and  dra' 

upon  the  church  treasury  to  meet  all  su<*h  e> 

penses. 
Burdick,  Ky. 

^THE  +  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL^ 

THE  EARLY  MINISTRY  OF  JESUS.  -Luke  4:  14- 

(Le. 

,  for  7<m.  26,  . 

Time.— Summer  of  A.  D.  28,  more  than  a  year 

after  the  baptism  of  Jesus. 

Place.— Galilee,  the  northern  of  the  three  divi- 
sions into  which  Palestine  was  divided  in  the  time 

of  Christ,  Samaria  being  the  central  and  Judea  the 

southern  division. 
Persons.— Jesus,  the  minister  of  the  synagogue, 

and  the  people  of  Nazareth. 
Introductory. — After  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  with 

which  event  our  last  lesson  closed,  he  was  led  of 

the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness  where  he  was  sub- 

jected to  fort)  days  of  temptation.  Upon  his  re- 1  from  the  wilderness  to  the  neighborhood  of 

baptism  he  was  met  by  the  Baptist  and  his 

disciples,  when  John  and  Andrew,  and  soon  after 

Simon,  Philip  and  Nathanael,  became  disciples  of 

the  Lord.  They  then  traveled  northward  into  Gal- 
ilee, attended  the  marriage  feast  at  Cana,  visited 

Capernaum,  and  then  returned  to  Jerusalem  to  at- 
tend the  Passover,  when  Jesus  cleansed  the  temple 

and  conversed  with  Nicodemus  by  night.  Again 

after  the  (east  he  turned  his  footsteps  toward  Gal- 
ilee, and  on  his  way  through  Samaria  he  met  the 

woman  at  Jacob's  well,  as  we  learn  from  John  4.  It 
was  during  this  second  visit  to  Galilee  that  the 
events  of  this  lesson  occurred. 

1.   JESUS   AS   AN    EXAMPLE. 

1.  Me  kept  whnt  he  got.  "Jesus  returned  in  the 

power  of  the  Spirit  into  Galilee."  As  he  came  up 
from  Jordan  after  his  baptism  Jesus  was  honored 
and  blessed  with  a  special  bestowment  of  the  Spirit 
and  the  special  recognition  of  his  Father.  Jesus 
kept  all  he  got  of  this  blessing,  and  as  he  went 
forth  in  his  ministry  of  love  and  salvation  it  was 
plainly  evident  to  those  about  him  that  he  went 

"  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit."  Let  us  here  learn  the 
bsson  that  only  by  keeping  what  we  get  in  our 
Christian  experience  and  constantly  ac<  umulating 
spiritual  strength,  may  we  finally  attain  to  the 

stature  of  true  manhood  in  Christ.  If  we  are  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  a  great  spiritual  blessing  to-day  we 

ought  to  get  strength  from  it  that  will  be  available 
next  year. 

2.  He  improved  his  opportunities.  "  He  taught  in 

their  synagogues."  Here  the  people  met  for  .wor- 
ship, and  the  Lord  made  it  a  matter  of  concern  and 

effort  to  be  ready  at  the  proper  time  and  pla^e 
where  the  people  could  be  most  advantageously 
reached.  Much  more  success  would  attend  the 

efforts  of  Christian  workers  if  they  would  make 
more  diligent  effort  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the 

rompt    to   see   an   opportunity   and 
ove  it  should  be  every  child  of  the 

right  time 

prompt  to  i 

King. 

JESUS 

I.  He  was  a  preacher  to  the  poor.  "He  hath 

anointrd  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  pool'" 
From  that  time  to  this  it  has  been  the  unchanged 

purpose  of  Christ  tu  have  the  Gospel  preached  to 

the  poor.  Are  we  doing  what  we  can  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  purpose?  The  preacher 

should  do  all  that,  in  justice  to  his  family,  it  is 
possible  to  do  in  carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  poor. 
And  what  Christian  dare  do  less?  It  is  as  much 

the  duty  of  the  laity  to  give  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
preachers  to  preach.  Perhaps  some  preachers  are 

remaining  at  home  in  comparative  ease  and  indif- 
ference, while  they  ought  to  be  out  preaching  the 

Gospel  to  the  poor;  but  if  so,  no  doubt  as  great  a 

proportion  of  the  laity  might  be  found  who  are  not 
giv  ng  half  what  they  might  and  ought  to  aid  this 
great  wt'rk.  Let  us  all  redouble  our  efforts  in 

praying  and  preaching  and  giving,  that  those  may 
hear  who  cannot  help. 

2.  He  was  a  teacher.  A  part  of  Christ's  work  was 
the  "recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind."  The  blind- 

ness here  spoken  of  is  a  figurative  representation  of 

a  lack  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  As  "the  light 
of  the  world"  Christ  dispelled  the  darkness  of  ig- 

norance and  made  the  blind  to  see.  An  important 

part  of  the  work  of  the  Lord's  ministers  to-day  is 
to  impart  the  knowledge  of  Christ, — to  teach  the 
ignorant.  Every  minister  and  Sunday  school 
teacher  should  strive  to  be  qualified  to  impart  in- 

struction. It  is  easy  to  stand  up  and  talk,  but  to  be 
able  to  teach  should  be  the  aim  and  effort  of  every 

representative  of  Christ,— and  that  means  every 

Christian. 

3.  He  was  an  affectionate  preacher.  "All  bare  him 
witness,  and  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  which 

proceeded  out  of  his  mouth."  His  words  were  full 
of  grace  because  there  was  grace  in  his  heart.  A 

very  essential  element  in  the  preacher  or  teacher  is 

grace,  good  will,  heart-felt  affection  for  his  fellow- 
men.  Let  your  congregations  and  your  classes 
feel  that  you  have  a  deep  and  fervent  love  for 
them,  and  you  will  have  gone  far  toward  securing 
their  love  and  respect  for  you.  And  to  accomplish 
this,  let  all  your  words  be  seasoned  with  grace. 

James  M.  Neff. Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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Solomon  says:  "To  every  thing  there  is  a  season, 

and  a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the  heaven." 
Eccl.  3:  1.  So  it  comes  among  the  rest  that  there 

"is  »  time  to  dance,"  Eccl.  3:  4.  Such  being  the 
case,  we  have  only  to  find  out  the  when  and  the 
how;    for,    of  c 

the 
st  have  it 

:    dance." 
Drd  with  oi 
rve  two 
ir  work. 

"  Let  them  praise  h 
Ps.    149:    3.     We  have  to 
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think  most  people  would 

cannot  be  done."     If  it  ca 
dancing  question  should  be  settled  once 

ever.     The  Lord  has  given  you  "the  garn 

praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness,"  Isa.  61:  3,  a 
are  not  at  liberty  to  lay  it  off  for  any  dancin 

whatever.     "Ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  ; 
priesthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  peopl 
ye  should  shew  forth  the  praise  of  him   wh 
called    you    out   of   darkness   into   his   mar 

light."     1  Pet.  2:  9. 
The  condition  is  absolute 

etly 

nbrel  and  da 

it  expect  this 
all  against  dancing,     1 
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ig  gear royal 
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the  da 
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ago, 
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arch  a  little  further 

," — has  it  ever  been  done?  Never,— in 
s  as  we  are  accustomed  to.  But  a  grea' 
m  the  shores  of  the  Red  Sea,  while  the 

chanting  praises  of  that  God  who  had  br tught 

dresses  would  lose 

nded  to- 
Thus, 

them   safe   out  of  Egypt,  the  women 

gether  "with  timbrel  and  with  dances 
20.     No  mixed  dances  were  then   obser 

dancing  for  joy  at  the  great  deliverance,  the  w^men 

answered  the  men,— chorus  like,— "Sing  ye  to  the 

Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  gloriously."     Ex.  15:  21 
"Jephthah  ( 

behold,  his  daughter  came 

timbrels  and  with  dances." 
women  came  out  of  all  citit 

dancing,  to  meet  king  Saul 
you  remember  how,  whe 
home  to  Jerusalem, 
with  all  his  might 

joy, — we  often  use 
did  the  thing  itself. 

:  to  Mizpeh  unto  his  ho 
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Judge s  of  Isr "     1  Sa 

meet  hii 

and, 

with 

meek    and   quiet  spirit, 
their  charm. 

One  never  likes  to  go  where  one's  dress  is  out  of 

keeping.  There  was  music  and  dancing,  as  well  as 

feasting,  when  the  prodigal  son  came  home,— 
re- 

turned from  his  sins,  washed  from  his  defilement, 

clothed  at  last  in  "the  best  robe"  a  sinner  can 

wear.  Luke  15:  10.  "Thou  hast  turned  for  me  my 

mourning  into  dancing."  Ps.  30:11.  Would  such 

dancing  be  possible  now?  I  do  not  know.  It  is 

not  quite  the  only  sort  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 

One  of  them,  indeed,  comes  more  properly  under 

another  head,  and  the  rest  are  all  idolatrous,  in  the 

service  and  honor  of  that  biggest  idol,— the  world. 

"The  people  sat  down  to  eat  and  drink,  and  rose 

up  to  play."     Ex.  32:  6. You  will  find  this  is  always  just 

after  unhallowed  recreation.  "  One  year  ago,"  said 

a  girl  to  me,  "you  told  me  that  if  I  went  on  doing 

these  things,  I  should  myself  change,  that  I  could 

not  do  them  and  keep  myself.  I  was  almost  angry 

then,  but  do  you  know  it  has  come  true?  I  have 

changed.  Things  that  I 
then,  I  never  notice  now. 

as  3'ou  said."  Do  not  the  carel 
boast  that  they  can  get  the  chu: 
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world,"  and  ( 
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ood  as  most  church  members,"  how 
ear  that  remark?  How  about  danc- 
,— among  ourselves,  as  people  say? 

anywhere,— you,  a  professing  Chris- 
eyes  of  the  world  you  dance  every- 

where. Can  you  dance  "  in  armour,"  crowned,  : 
shielded,  and  shining,  with  the  "hope  of  salvatio 

with  righteousness  and  "faith"?  Are  your  sh 

"peace"?  Can  you  show  your  "colors"?  D 
you?  Are  they  not  quietly  pocketed,  or  left 
home?  The  world  allows  no  middle  ground 

Christians.     "  I  saw  her  dancing,"  and  not  any 

nd 

stops  to   inquire 
s  nothing  for  yc 

t;  turn  from  it  a 
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■ith  whom.  There 

u  but  this:  "Avoid  it;  pass  not  by 

id  pass  away."     Prov.  4:  15. 

GETTING  AN  EDUCATION. 

A  young  man  writes  me  a  letter  asking  advice 

about  getting  an  education,  and  the  question  is 

such  an  important  one,  and  so  general  in  its  appli- 

1,  singing  ; 
18:  6.     Ag 

d  d 
ark   was   brought 

d  before  the   Lord 

tarn.  6:    14.     Dancing  for 

mage,— but  these  people 
very  hard  to  keep  still 

cation,  that  we 
senger  article 

young  n educatit 
vake 

whether 
that  it  c 
a  hundr 
succeed 

'ill  make  it  the  subject  of  a  Mes- 
The  situation  is  as  follows.  A 

up  to  the  fact  that  he  is  deficient 
he  wants  to  help  himself  without 

of    going    to 

begin, 
first  consider 
The  reply  is 

re  that   out  of 

nd  at 

from  the  facts.  One  might  live  a  million  of  years
 

and  not  once  meet  with  the  exact  problems  in  the
 

book.  The  most  of  the  work  is  disciplinary  in  its 

character,  and  herein  is  where  the  self  taught  will 

meet  with  shipwreck  for  he  is  continually  coming 

to  divergent  paths  with  none  to  tell  him  which  to
 

take.  Here  the  school  and  the  qualified  teacher
 

come  in,  and  I  doubt  whether  their  place  can  be 

supplanted  by  any  effort  of  self  instruction. 

Why  not  go  to  school  at  once  and  be  done  with 

it?  Haven't  the  money?  Then  earn  it,  save  it, 

and  apply  it  to  your  education  as  hundreds  of 

thousands  have  done  before  you.  If  you  can't  do 

this,  in  part  at  least,  then  you  might  as  well  turn 

your  attention  to  something  else,  as  the  chances 

are  against  your  amounting  to  anything  in  the  end 

if  you  have  to  be  carried  through  like  a  child  in arms. 

And  now  I  will  give  you  a  piece  of  advice  worth 

its  weight  in  gold.  It  is  this:  Catch  step  with  the 

procession.  I  mean  by  this  that  instead  of  striking 
out  of  the  beaten  path  on  a  go  as  you  please  hunt, 
fall  into  line  with  the  accumulated  wisdom  of  the 

world  and  keep  there.  It  is  not  at  all  probable 

that  you  know  a  better  way,  and  it  is  very  likely 

that  you  will  waste  your  time  in  trying  to  improve 
on  the  things  that  the  whole  world  is  agreed  upon, 
and  if  there  is  any  one  thing  that  has  been  talked 

over,  up  hill  and  down,  it  is  education. 
Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  making  a  soldier 

by  the  drill  master's  "  Right,  left,  right,  left,  right, 
left,"  and  just  so  nothing  can  quite  equal  the  daily 
mental  drill  of  the  trained  teacher  in  making  exact 

scholars  and  consequently  quick  and  clear-headed 
men  and  women.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a 

vast  amount  of  useful  information  can  be  acquired 

by  a  course  of  reading,  and  if  this  is  properly  se- 
lected the  results  will  be  very  gratifying  to  the  pos- 
sessor, but  get  all  that  he  can  in  this  way  it  is  not 

education.  There  is  something  in  the  drill  of  the 
school  that  can  have  no  substitute,  and  the  whole 
educational  world  is  fully  agreed  upon  that  point. 

As  to  what  school  to  attend  my  advice  would  be 

to  go  to  one  of  our  own  schools,  and  to  allow  no 
foolishness  of  others  to  keep  you  from  it.  As  far 
as  I  know  our  schools  do  just  as  good  work  as  any 

others,  and  if  this  is  granted  there  are  many  rea- 
sons why  the  boy  or  girl  of  Dunkard  ancestry 

should  keep  among  our  own  people. 
Lewisburgh,  Pa. 

sometimes, '  if   one 
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:ry  one 
danced  for  glad  thankfulness  of  heart 

stirred  up  by  another's  dancing  or  another's  dress. 
No  late  hours,  leaving  mind  and  body  jaded  for  the 

next  day's  work.  I  think  "dancing  before  the 

Lord "  must  have  been  a  very  pure  refreshment. 
And,  by  the  way,  speaking  of  dress,  I  feel,  some- 

how, that  if  people  would  but  choose  their  orna- 

ments   out    of    the    treasure-chest  of  jewels, — "  a 

.ally,  and 

lingly    in 
He  wants  to  know  where  tc 

wer  to  the  question  let  u 
or  not  it  can  be  done  at  all 

n  be  so  done,  but  the  facts 

d  who  try  it  probably  not  more 
The  situation  is  somewhat 

manner  of  a  man  finding  himself  with  a 
ble  demand  for  shoes  from  those  about  h 

the  same  time  he  is  remote  from  a  regular  shoe- 
maker. He  gets  a  kit  of  tools  and  sets  out  for 

himself.  Will  he  ever  become  a  shoemaker  like 

the  boy  who  begins  at  the  bottom  as  an  apprentice? 
He  may,  for  there  are  people  who  are  marvellously 
apt  at  such  things,  but  the  chances  are  that  he  will 
only  be  a  very  ordinary  cobbler  at  best. 
Now  when  he  takes  up  a  Latin  grammar  the  diffi- 

culties in  the  way  of  its  mastery  increase  enormous- 

ly, compared  with  the  shoemaking  business.  Can  it 
be  done  at  all?  The  answer  is  that  it  can,  but  the 
chances  are  so  remote  that  they  ate  fearfully 
against  the  accomplishment  of  the  task.  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  go  into  the  reasons  therefor,  but 
there  are  good  ones,  and  almost  insurmountable  in 
their  character. 

Most  people  imagine  that  there  is  something  in 
the  studies  of  a  school  that  are  of  themselves  of 

direct  and  immediate  practicability  in  the  affairs  of 

life.     On  the  other  hand,  nothing  can  be  farther 

IMPORTANCE  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

BY  LANEY  B.  PROWANT. 

The  Sunday  school  is  one  of  the  important 
works  of  the  Christian  religion. 

A  Sunday  school  is  an  agency  of  the  church,  by 

which  the  Word  of  God  is  taught  to  children  and 
older  persons. 

The  origin  of  the  Sunday  school,  or  Bible  school, 
like  the  origin  of  the  synagogue  is  not  fixed  with 
accuracy  in  Jewish  history. 

He  who  teacheth  a  child  is  like  one  who  writeth 

with  ink  on  clean  paper.  God  himself  is, represent- 
ed as  teaching  little  children. 

In  Isa,  28:  9,  what  is  God  doing  in  the  fourth 

part  of  the  day?  The  answer  is,  "He  sits  and 

teaches  little  children."  As  a  rule,  every  new  at- 
tempt to  pre-empt  a  field  for  a  church  organization 

in  a  city  or  village,  begins  with  the  gathering  of  a 
Sunday  school. 

A  good  Sunday  school  costs  something;  and  it 
ought  to  be  worth  all  that  it  costs. 

The  Sunday  school  ought,  according  to  the  com- 
mission, include  all  in  the  congregation,  both  old 

and  young,  as  teachers  or  as  learners,  with  the  pas- 
tor as  Assistant  Superintendent  and  the  Holy  Spir- 

it as  the  glorious  Monitor  and  Inspiration. 
Every  Sunday  school  must  have  some  standard 

of  fitness  for  its  teachers,— if,  indeed,  it  be  no 

higher  standard  than  that  of  a  good  moral  char- 
acter, and  of  an  intelligent  belief  in  the  divine 

authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  standard 
being  recognized  the  teachers  should  be  selected 
accordingly. 

Duponi,  Ohio. 
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A  BID  FOR  SOULS. 

Who  bids,  who  bids,  for  the  souls  of  men? 
To-day  is  the  harvest  white. 

And  many  will  reach  life's  turning  points Ere  Cometh  another  night. 
Who  bids  for  the  souls  of  the  noble  youths' 

Of  the  maidens  so  sweet  and  fair? 

Of  the  aged  ones?  and  of  those  in  life 's prime ? 
And  the  children,  their  pride  and  care? 

"  We  bid,  we  bid! "  cry  the  children  of  night From  the  gilded  saloon  they  call; 
From  theater,  street  and  the  gambling  den, 
From  the  room  of  the  dance  and  ball. 

"  We  offer  the  plaasures  that  sin  can  give, 
In  this  life  of  fleeting  breath; 

And  at  last  the  reward  which  our  master  bestows, 
His  wages:  Eternal  Death." 

"  We  bid,  we  bid! "  cry  the  children  of  light 
From  the  highways  and  hedges  they  call 

As  they  search  for  the  lost  and  erring  ones. 
Who  through  Satan's  wiles  did  fall. 

"  We  off  er  salvation  through  Jesus'  blest  name 
His  guidance  and  help  in  the  strife, 

And  at  last  the  reward  he  freely  bestows, 
The  gift  of  Eternal  Life." 

VIEWINO  FROM  DIFFERENT  POINTS. 

BY  W.  B.  STOVER. 

To  know  the  worth  of  anything  a  thoughtful 
person  views  it  from  as  many  different  sides  as 
possible,  be  it  land,  or  horses,  or  cattle,  or  news,  or 
doctrine,  or  what  not. 

I  trust  there  is  not  a  single  individual  member 

of  our  beloved  Fraternity  at  the  present  time,  but 
who  believes  in  foreign  missions.  Of  course  all 

believe  in  home  missions,  but  we  wish  to  speak 
of  foreign  missions  now.  So  we  will  suppose  a 
case,  and  then  look  at  his  position.  Suppose  a 
brother,  say  a  minister,  to  take  the  position  that 

he  does  not  oppose  foreign  missions,  but  he  does 

nothing  at  all  to  help  the  great  work  along.  Sup- 
pose a  case  of  that  kind, — I  trust  there  is  not 

really  one, — but  suppose  the  case,  and  then  let  us 

look  at  him.     Name  him  "A." 

I.  The  Uticonvetted  Man's  View. — "  I  do  not  mean 
to  be  unkind  toward  the  minister,  but  I  am  puzzled 

to  understand  his  position  on  some  things.  I  do 
not  know  much  about  the  Bible,  and  1  make  no 

claims  to  scholarship,  yet  I  read  the  Book  oftener 

than  most  people  think.  I  can  tell  a  promise,  and 
a  command  too,  when  I  see  it,.  Now  what  puzzles 

me  is  this,  why  the  minister  is  not  equally  urgent 

to  the  keeping  of  all  the  commands.  He  insists 

on  baptism  by  trine  immersion,  and  his  position 

is  impregnable.  He  insists  on  observance  of  feet- 

washing,  Lord's  Supper,  Communion,  holy  kiss, 
non-swearing,  non-conformity,  non-resistance,  etc., 
and,  if  I  have  read  correctly,  he  has  the  Bible  on  his 

side.  But  when  he  comes  to  the  Lord's  last  com- 
mand, concerning  the  going  into  the  whole  world 

to  preach  the  Gospel,  he  has  nothing  to  say.  It 
strikes  me,  too,  that  this  is  the  most  self-sacrificing 

and  expensive  of  all  commands.  Now  I  can't  see 
why  a  man  should  neglect  the  most  expensive-to- 
be-carried-out  command  and  accept  all  the  rest. 
And  I  wonder,  if  feet-washing  were  as  costly  as 

foreign  missions,  what  his  attitude  on  feet-washing 
would  be!     I   know   I   ought  to  be  a  Christian,  but 
this 

2.  The  Devil's  View.— "The  glory  of  the  king- 
doms of  this  world  I  consider  my  own.  Who  can 

deny  my  claim?  In  India  and  Africa  and  China, 
and  Mohammedan  countries  generally,  and  in 
some  other  countries,  I  have  things  about  as  I 

like.  I  have  strong  power  in  the  Christian  lands 
too,  though  a  few  persons  are  contesting  my  rights 

adfully. 

teras  A. 

When  they  are  with  Christ  in  all 
n  powerless.  But  I  like  such  as  minis- 
He  works  against  me  a  little,  but  does  not 

know  the  measure  of  his  power.  He  urges  his flock  dihgently  to  keep  me  at  bay.  He  does  not 
annoy  me  where  I  have  full  sway.  So  the  battle 
■s  always  on  his  ground.  If  I  cannot  gain,  I  do 
not  lose.  He  is  not  opposed  to  carrying  the  con- 

test mto  the  countries  I  rule  completely,  but  he 
never  says  anything  nor  does  anything  in  favor 
of  it  so  what  is  the  odds?  I  have  nothing  to  fear. I  wish  all  were  like  he  is." 

3-  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ's  View  — "  It  is  the 
will  of  my  Father  that  all  m,-n  should  be  saved. 
1  and  my  Father  are  one.  He  that  believeth  in 
me  hath  everlasting  life.  For  the  redemption  of a  lost  world,  to  this  end  came  I  into  it.  The 
Father  desired  me  to  go,  and  I  was  willing.  I  did 
my  work.  It  is  now  finished.  I  taught  my  dis- 

ciples all  the  way  of  truth,  then,  as  I  left  them, 
my  parting  charge  was  to  them,  'Go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  «very  creature.' 
I  promised  to  be  with  them  always.  The  Holy 
Spirit  would  be  their  Comforter,  I  said.  I  love 
my  own.  They  are  precious  to  me.  I  love  min- 

ister A.  He  follows  my  teachings  closely.  He 
is  very  humble.  Yet,  like  the  young  man,  he  lacks 
one  thing.  He  knows  my  Word  shall  be  the 
judge  in  the  last  day,  yet  he  thoroughly  neglects 
my  final  words.  Through  obedience  to  that  last 
command  many  shall  be  saved,  but  he  seems  not 
to  think  of  that.  And  in  the  last  day,  with  a 
heavy  heart,  I  shall  have  to  point  him  to  the 
spoken  Word,  'Whosoever  therefore  shall  break 
one  of  these  least  commandments,  and  shall  teach 
men  so,  he  shall  be  called  the  least  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.'  He  may  then  compare  that  with  my 
other  words,  '  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature,'  and  my  dear  Son, 
begotten  of  faith,  will  be  able  to  speak  his  own 
judgment.  O  that  all  the  nations  of  earth  would 

;d  my  Word;  there  is  mercy  and  pardon  and  re- 

demption for  all!  " 
4.  A  Christed  Christian's  View.— "This  world  is 

very  full  of  sin,  and  I  am  chosen  1 

lights  to  shine  in  it.  There  is  so  rr 

and  so  much  evil  far  and  near  that  I  wish  1  might 
shine  a  thousand  times  brighter.  Dear  brother 
A  withholds  his  influence  for  good  in  the  farther 
parts  of  the  world.  His  influence  would  increase 

at  home  I  know,  if  he  would  let  it  shine  far  away. 
It  takes  a  bright  light  to  shine  far  away.  A  little 

light  don't  shine  far.  He  believes  in  foreign  mis- 
sions, he  says,  but  he  does  nothing  for  it.  How 

many  people  believe  in  Christ,  yet  never  profess 

Christianity.  To  me,  a  poor,  ' 
blessed  Master,  the  case  looks  s< 

"  I  love  the  law  of  the  Lord 

tion  day  and  night.  I  try  to 

by  adapting  myself  accordingly, 

ply     a. 

of  the 
I  knrss 

lover   of  the 

imewhat  parallel. 

,     It  is  my  medita- 
manifest  my  love 

The  Word  teach- 
feet-washing.  I  simply  accept.  The  Word 

teaches  trine  immersion.  I  simply  accept.  The 
Word  teaches  a  kiss  of  charity.  I  accept.  The 

Word  teaches  separation  from  the  world.  I  ac- 

cept. The  Word  teaches  home  missions  and  for- 
eign missions.  I  accept.  Not  my  reason,  not  my 

opinion,  not  my  neighbor  is  my  g 
blessed  Word  of  Life.  I  accept  it 

for  my  good,  and  am  j 

that  his  spiritual  horiz' 
he  and  'others  do  not! 
I  must  do  more  than  my 
Lord  can  use  me  so,  a 

dren;  because  since  He 

I  rejoice  to  bear  the  si 
All  my  time  and  all  my  talents  and  all  my 

energy  and  all  my  money  are  His.  I  am  only  His 

steward,  but  I'd  rather  be  a  happy  steward  for  the 
Lord,  than  a  king  for  the  world.  I  can  help  to 
hasten  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  earth 

ill  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 

forever.  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth 

me  with  benefits.  I  pray  the  Lord  to  send  labor- 

ers to  th*e  harvest.  The  field  is  the  world.  I  am 
a  worker.  Praise  His  holy  name! 

Bulsar,  India. 

ide,  but  that 
.11  as  intended 

ad.  1  pray  for  brother  A 
1  may  be  enlarged.  Since 
rig  for  foreign  missions, 
ihare,  but  I  am  glad  the 

one  of  His  special  chil- 

A  GOOD  TMINO  OVERDONE. 

BY  J.  F.  NEHER. 

Si'eaking  of  the  custom  of  most  congregations 
in  sending  every  year  for  a  strange  minister  to 
come  and  conduct  a  series  of  meetings,  I  admit 
that  it  may  be  a  good  thing  to  do  so  sometimes, 
but  the  extent  it  is  being  done  now  among  the 
many  congregations,  indicates  to  my  mind  that  it is  overdone. 

In  many  congregations  the  older  and  home  min- 
isters hesitate  to  do  more  than  fill  the  regular  ap- 

pointments, just  because  they  are  not  solicited  or 
urged  to  do  more  by  the  laity.  If  the  laity,  in- 

stead of  coming  to  the  elder  and  home  ministers, 
and  suggesting  who  to  send  for,  would  say  to 
them,  "You  conduct  us  a  series  of  meetings  this year,  and  we  will  stand  by  you  and  help  you  all 
we  can,"  more  lasting  good  would  be  the  result. 
Much  is  lost  for  the  want  of  encouraging  words 

that  are  never  spoken.  Elders  or  ministers  who 
stand  well  and  have  the  confidence  of  their  congre- 

gation and  neighbors,  while  they  may  not  be  able 
to  win  as  many  over  into  the  church,  yet  a  larger 
per  cent  of  those  who  do  come  under  their  in- 

fluence come  to  stay,  and  will  always  look  up  to 
them  and  respect  them  as  their  fathers  in  the 
church.  Their  counsel  and  advice  are  more  readi- 

ly accepted,  than  when  brought  into  the  church 
by  the  influence  of  a  stranger.  I  have  had  fears 
that  Hie  effort  made  for  numbers  is  too  great  in 

iportion   to   the   effort   made   to   keep    or    save 
I  hose 

,vho 

already 

:hurch. 

we  meet  with 
ibers  of  the   c 

that   either   they 

iny  who,  at 

:h,  but  are 
This  proves  the  fact 

ightly  converted,    or 

were  not   properly   cared  for  after  they   were   re- 
ceived into  the  church. 

Ministers  who  do  not  stand  well  at  home,  and  do 

not  have  the  confidence  of  their  home  congregation, 
should  never  be  solicited  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 

ings away  from  home. Anderson,  Ittd. 

A  LITTLE  SEED. 

We   ha heard   of 

stood  for  ce 

tion;   but  bii 

hich  had 

1  founda- 

idol  temple 

nturies  unshaken  upon  its  fi 

ds  dropped  seeds  upon  the  dust-cov- 
ered roof  and  battlements;  "  through  the  scent  of 

water  "  they  germinated  and  sent  their  roots  down 
into  the  crevices  of  the  masonry,  and  so  in  the 

course  of  time  the  great  stones  were  separated, 
the  little  rootlets  worked  their  way  down  among 

them,  and  the  temple  was  tottering  to  its  fall, 
because  of  the  power  of  these  little  seeds. 

God  sends  men  into  this  world,  not  so  much 

to  build  temples  and  heap  up  stones  and  monu- 
ments, as  to  sow  seed.  The  sower  soweth  the 

Word.  It  may  be  by  living  voice,  or  printed 

page;  by  the  written  Word,  the  New  Testament, 
a  tract,  a  leaflet,  a  paper  cast  by  the  wayside, 
given  to  a  friend,  handed  to  a  stranger,  sent 

through  the  mails, — in  a  thousand  ways  we  may 
sow  the  good  Word  of  God;  and  oh,  what  a 

harvest  there  will  be  for  those  who  "sow  beside  all 

waters 

"     Some    se eds    w 
11    fal 

by    th 
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some 
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may  c DSt  time,  an d  labor ande 
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ap  in 
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d  "  he  that 
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forth   and   w 
eepeth beari 

ng   pre 
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seed, 

shall  d oubtless  con 

le  agai a  with rejoicing,  bringing 

his  she 
aves." — The  Atntory 

"There  never  was  an  age  when  fiction  was  so 
utterly  vile  as  at  present.  A  large  part  of  the 
stories  of  the  present,  particularly  those  translated 

a  the  French,  are  filled  with  incentives  to  the 

worst  passions.  They  onght  to  be  excluded  from- 

every  home  as  rigorously  as  cholera  germs," 
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In  tile  Palestine  church,  Ohio,   fourteen 

/-fsions  are  reported  and  two  reclaimed. 

Bro.  D.  B.  Eby  commences  a  series  of  n 

at  Shannon,  111.,  this  Saturday  evening. 

Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  is  engaged  in  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Huntington,  Ind.,  with  a  good  interest. 

Bro.  C.  D.  HYLTON'has  been  holding  some  inter- 
€     esting  meetings  at   Roanoke,   La.     He  reports  six 

accessions. 

Any  one  not  receiving  a  copy  of  our  catalogue  of 
books,  Bibles,  etc.,  will  please  write  us,  and  we  will 
mail  him  a  copy. 

During  the  latter  part  of  December  nine  came 

?      out   on   the   Lord's   side    in   the    Chiques    church, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

in  the 

ek  with 
The  meetings  held  by  Bro.  Win.  Bow 

Panther  Creek  church,  Ohio,  closed  last 
six  additions  in  all. 

Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh  is  booked  for  a  series  of 

meetings  in  the  Covington  church,  Ohio,  com- 
mencing on  the  evening  of  Feb.  6. 

We  learn  that  sister  Betsey  Crumrine,  wife  of 

N.  W.  Crumrine,  of  Wabash,  Ind.,  is  sorely  afflicted 
in  her  eyes,  and  earnestly  craves  the  prayers  of  the 
faithful. 

Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout,  who  is  with  us  at  this 
time,  reports  the  Lanark  church  in  a  cheerful  con- 

dition. One  was  restored  to  fellowship  last  Mon- 
day evening,  causing  great  rejoicing  among  the 

saints. 

'  Sister  Cora  Decker,  of  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon, writes  that  she  has  kept  a  careful  record  of  the 
number  of  ministers  and  deacons  elected  and  re- 

ported in  the  Messenger  during  1895,  and  that  of 
the  former  there  were  eighty-eight,  and  of  the  lat- 

ter one  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  There  were  also 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  members  reclaimed. 

A  Presbyterian  church  in  Middletown,  Iowa,  re- 
cently displayed  a  good  deal  of  good  common 

sense  and  fairness  in  the  way  of  paying  for  a  newly- 
erected  house  of  "worship.  The  members  firmly  re- 

solved that  there  should  be  no  d.bt  upon  the  build- 
ing, and  each  one  agreed  to  have  the  proposed 

estimated  cost  apportioned  to  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  according  to  the  amount  of 

their  property  as  shown  by  the  assessor's  book. 
This  was  done;  and  each  member  paid  his  propor- 

tion cordially  and  promptly,  with  the  result  that 
when  the  building  was  dedicated,  the  latter  part  of 
December,  there  was  not  a  cent  of  debt  upon  it. 

Bro.  Geo.  Winand  writes  us  that  a  series  of 

meetings  in  the  Upper  Conawago  congregation, 

Pa.,  closed  Jan.  5,  with  nine  accessions  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism.  The  preaching  was  done  by 

Bro,  S.  G.  Lehmer. 

Bro.  Michael  Flory  writes  us  that  he  is  so  far 
restored  to  health  that  he  can  be  in  the  field  again, 

and  is  now  engaged  in  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 

Astoria  church,  Fulton  Co.,  111.,  with  a  good  inter- 
est and  one  accession  up  to  the  time  of  writing. 

One  week  ago  last  Sunday  Bro.  Silas  Hoover 
closed  an  encouraging  meeting  in  the  Greenland 

;hurch,  W.  Va„  with  twenty-five  baptized.  The 
nembers  of  that  church  are  full  of  joy.  The 

;hurch  there  is  said  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Bro.  C.  P.  Rowland,  of  Lanark,  111.,  has  just  re- 
urned  from  a  preaching  tour  among  some  of  the 
■^olated  members  in  the  Wisconsin  mission  field. 

;-Ie  gave  us  a  brief  call  this  week,  and  reports  the 
people  hungering  and  thirsting  for  more  earnest 
preaching  in  that  part  of  the  country, 

As  members  of  the  School  Visiting  Board,  breth- 
cn  J.  C.  Murray  and  D.  B.  Eby  spent  the  forepart 
f  the  week  here,  looking  into  the  religious  and 

noral  training  given  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  the  Mt.  Morris  College.  They  are  thoroughly 
interested  in  the  work  intrusted  to  them  by  the 
Conference. 

A  minister  residing  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  writes  to 

one  of  the  papers  in  the  North,  making  a  sugges- 
tion that  is  worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  consid- 

eration. He  says  too  many  poor  people  are  sent 
to  that  city  with  the  hope  that  they  may  regain 
their  health,  but  are  not  furnished  with  sufficient 

money  to  defray  their  expenses,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, become  a  burden  on  the  churches.  Some 

of  that  class  are  sent  South  every  winter,  and  the 
burden  is  more  than  the  churches  in  their  limited 

condition  can  bear.  Without  wishing  to  be  harsh 

he  says:  "If  their  friends  cannot  support  them 
here,  we  beg  of  them  not  to  send  them.  Keep 
them  at  home,  that  they  may  die  of  consumption 

among  friends,  and  not  of  consumption,  plus  star- 
vat  ii 

;stri 
One  of  our  elders  writes  this  way:  "  I  want  to 

get  more,  if  not  all,  of  our  members  in  our  home 
church  to  take  the  paper.  Our  agent  here  is  not 

very  active.  It  we  were  to  appoint  another  he 
would  not  like  it,  and  yet  brethren  tell  me  that 
they  are  never  asked  to  take  the  Messenger.  I 

believe  an  agent  should  make  a  canvass  every 

year."  We  like  to  see  an  elder  take  an  interest 
in  the  work  this  way.  If  an  agent  is  not  pushing 

his  work,  the  elder  should  help  him  push  it,  and 
if  he  does  not  improve,  appoint  another  in  his 
place.  Most  assuredly  should  the  whole  church 
be  canvassed  every  year,  and  even  those  not  mem- 

bers should  be  asked  to  subscribe.  It  will  be 
found  well  for  elders  to  mention  in  the  council- 

meetings  the  importance  of  each  member  taking 
the  Messenger,  and  keeping  posted  on  the  work 
of  the  church. 

By  this  time,  we  presume,  all  of  our  patrons  have 
received  a  copy  of  our  neat  little  Catalogue  of 
Books,  including  a  special  offer  we  have  made  on 

Bro.  Teeter's  Commentary,  provided  we  can  secure orders  for  1000  copies  or  more  of  the  one  volume 
edition.  It  is  no  small  task  to  get  out  and  ship 
1000  copies  of  a  book  containing  nearly  1,200  pages. 
Were  the  books  piled  one  on  the  top  of  the  other, 
they  would  make  a  stack  nearly  250  feet  high,  or 
more  than  twice  as  high  as  the  tall  church  steeples 
in  most  of  the  towns.  But  by  getting  all  of  these 
orders  at  one  time,  having  the  work  done  quickly, 
and  getting  special  bargains  on  binding,  etc.,  we 
can  afford  to  sell  the  work  at  the  astonishingly  low 
price  offered  in  the  proposition.  The  Commentary 
is  a  good  work,  and  ought  to  go  into  thousands  of 
families.  Let  no  one  delay,  but  send,  in  your 
orders  quickly.  One  brother  says  he  thinks  there 
will  be  orders  for  one  hundred  copies  from  the 
members  in  his  part  of  the  country. 

Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  closes  his  series  of  meet- 

ings at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  Jan.  20,  and  then  goes 

to  Huntingdon,  to  take  in  a  part  of  the  Bible  Term 
there.  He  may  be  addressed  for  the  present  at 

the  latter  place  in  care  of  Bro.  J.  B.  Brumbaugh. 

The  Brethren  in  Pike  County,  111.,  are  without  a 

preacher,  and  report  that  they  are  in  a  position  to 
render  some  assistance  to  an  earnest  minister  who 

would  be  willing  to  locate  among  them.  For  fur- 
ther information  address  G.  W.  Woodward,  Barry, 

Pike  Co.,  111.           

Writing  from  University  P.  O.,  California,  Bro. 

Paul  Wetzel  says:  "After  a  long  sickness  I  came 
to  Southern  California  to  regain  my  health  and  am 

more  than  pleased  with  the  result.  I  expect  to 

make  Englewood  my  future  home,  and  will  be 
pleased  to  have  my  German  brethren  call  on  me, 
and  if  the  way  opens  for  them  to  settle  there,  it 
will  afford  me  pleasure  to  preach  to  them  again  the 
Word  of  God."        

We  have  not  seen  so  many  preachers  in  the 

Mount  for  a  long  while,  and  for  fear  of  omitting 
some  we  will  not  attempt  to  name  any  save  Bro.  J. 

C.  Murray,  whose  presence  among  us  was  very 

much  unexpected.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that 

he  is  greatly  improving  in  health  and  can  now  be 

about  his  Father's  business.  The  Bible  term  is  ex- 
ceedingly interesting,  and  the  lines  of  study  pur- 

sued cannot  help  proving  profitable  to  the  cause. 

The  Peculiar  People  is  the  title  of  an  ably-ed 
monthly,  published  at  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  in 
the  interest  of  the  Jews  throughout  the  Christian 
world.  A  late  issue  contains  a  most  interesting 
article  on  restoring  Palestine  to  the  Jews,  and 

making  of  it  a  Jewish  Republic.  It  discusses  the 

question  from  a  Jewish  standpoint  with  such  abil- 
ity and  fairness  that,  if  we  can  possibly  find  space 

for  it,  we  shall  lay  it  before  our  readers  in  the  next 
issue. 

The  Brethren  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  have  \ 

printed,  in  pamphlet  form,  a  synoptical  report  of 
their  late  Ministerial  Meeting  to  distribute  among 

the  members  of  that  District.  The  report  was 

made  by  Bro.  Geo.  Bucher,  who  did  his  part  well, 

but  his  proof-reader  did  some  exceedingly  careless 
work,  and  yet  the  little  publication  is  interesting 
and  will  do  an  immense  amount  of  good  in  that 

part  of  the  East.  We  read  it  through  at  one  sit- 

ting, and  a  pamphlet  has  to  be  uncommonly  inter- 
esting if  we  spare  the  time  to  read  even  a  half  of  it. 

A  brother,  who  thinks  a  great  deal  more  of  the 
welfare  of  unfortunate  members  than  a  little  money, 

sends  us  one  dollar  and  says:  "  I  know  a  young  sis- 
ter who  has  thrown  herself  into  a  home  where  the 

influences  of  Christianity  are  not  known,  so  I  will 

donate  one  dollar  and  have  you  send  the  Messen- 
ger to  her  address  one  year.  It  may  do  her  and 

the  family  some  good."  The  brother  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  his  wisdom.  Then  we  have  scores  of 

good,  earnest-hearted  members  among  us  who.  are 
donating  the  Messenger  to  persons  with  a  view  of 
winning  their  souls.  Some  are  sending  the  paper 

to  five,  ten,  and  even  twenty  persons.  Just  think  of 
it!  What  a  grand  work  for  the  good  of  humanity 
one  may  do  with  a  few  dollars! 

Our  Brethren  may  not  be  as  well  educated? 
scientifically,  as  some  other  people,  but  they  find 
out  a  thing  or  two  now  and  then  that  the  more 
learned  come  to  in  the  course  of  time.  For  years 
we  have  been  trying  to  work  tobacco,  out  of  the 
church,  claiming  that  it  is  an  injury  to  the  body 

and  mind,  and  not  becoming  men  and  women 

professing  a  high  order  of  piety.  Well,  here  are 
a  few  facts  that  accord  well  with  what  we  have 

been  teaching:  "  A  careful  record  kept  at  Yale  for 
eight  years  shows  that  non-smokers  are  20  per 
cent,  taller,  25  per  cent,  heavier,  and  have  60  per 
cent,  more  lung  capacity  than  smokers.  A  recent 
graduating  class  at  Amherst  presented  a  similar 
difference  in  favor  of  non-smokers,  who  had  gained 
in  weight  24  per  cent,  over  the  smokers,  and  in 
height  37  per  cent.,  and  also  exceeded  them  irH 

lung  capacity." 
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EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Three. 

LAND  TENURE  IN  PALESTINE. 

Many  times  since  our  first  visit  to  tlie  Holy  Land 
has  the  question  been  asked,  "  How  are  the  lands 
held  in  Palestine  and  what  are  the  rights  and  priv- 
leges  of  the  owners?  Believing  that  our  readers 

will  be  glad  to  know  the  facts  concerning  land  ten- 

ure in  this  country  we  have  taken  some  pains  to 
look  up  the  facts.  We  glean  from  an  exhaustive 

article  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  S.  Berghman  who  has 

spent  ten  years  farming  on  the  plains  of  Sharon 
near  Ramleh,  and  he  may  be  considered  as  reliable 
authority  on  the  subject. 

The  Fellahin  or  Arab  farmers  dwell  in  villages 
and  the  village  lands  are  divided  into  three  classes. 

I.  The  lands  belonging  to  individuals  in  whom 

the  title  vests.  The  owner  of  such  land  may  give 
away,  sell,  or  bequeath  his  real  estate,  and  if  he 

own  any  at  his  death  it  falls  to  his  heirs.  The  own- 
er of  such  land  must  pay  an  annual  tax  of  from 

three  to  five  per  cent  on  the  actual  valuation  of  the 

land.  Such  valuation  is  made  every  five  years. 

Buildings  may  be  erected  at  the  pleasure  of  the 

owner  but  are  subjected  to  a  tax,  in  addition  to  that 

paid  in  on  the  land,  based  on  their  actual  cost. 

Lands  of  this  class  are  usually  close  to  the  village, 

and  are  almost  always  used  for  orchards  and  gar- 
dens. 

II.  The  lands  belonging  to  the  State  or  Imperial 

Government,  *'.  e.,  the  Sultan  at  Constantinople. 
These  are  called  the  agricultural  lands,  and  are 

farmed  in  common  by  the  villagers  who  raise 

wheat,  barley,  beans,  lentils,  millet,  and  at  some 

places  small  quantities  of  tobacco.  The  right  to 
cultivate  these  lands  is  held  in  common  by  all  the 

members  of  the  community.  No  individual  can 

own  any  lot  or  parcel  of  the  arable  land,  and  his 

right  only  begins  after  an  allottment  has  been  made 

for  the  year.  The  title  vests  in  the  state,  and  no 

houses  may  be  built  or  trees  planted  on  lands  of 

this  class  without  a  special  permit  from  the  highest 

officer  of  the  treasury  department.  When  such  per- 

mit has  been  given  the  houses  and  trees  become 

freehold  property,  but  the  ground  on  which  they 

stand  still  belongs  to  the  state. 

The  agricultural  lands  are  apportioned  each  year 

for  plowing  and  sowing  to  the  members  of  the  com- 

munity who  desire  and  are  able  to  cultivate  them. 

Each  individual  has  the  right  by  inheritance  to 

plow  and  sow  on  the  state  land  and  it  is  divided  in- 

to equal  portions  according  to  the  number  of  yoke 

of  oxen  in  the  village;  the  man  who  runs  two  yoke 

of  oxen  getting  twice  as  much  to  plow  as  he  who 

owns  but  one,  and  two  men  owning  an  ox  each  get- 

ting half  as  much  as  he  who  owns  a  yoke.  These 

two  work  together,  one  day  on  the  land  allotted  
to 

one  and  the  next  on  that  of  the  other. 

No  stranger  is  allowed  to  cultivate  any  of 
 the 

lands  of  a  village  without  the  consent  of  
the  entire 

community,  and  no  member  of  a  commu
nity  can 

let  or  rent  his  portion  of  land  to  a  stra
nger.  He 

may  enter  into  partnership  with  one  
who  will  fur- 

nish seed  and  oxen,  but  this  must  be  arrang
ed  be- 

fore the  allottment  is  made.  Such  a  strange
r  then 

becomes  a  member  of  the  community,  subj
ect  to  a  1 

its  laws  and  regulations.  The  portio
n  of  land  al- 

■  lotted  to  a  villager  is  his  from  the  time  h
e  begins 

to  plow  until  he  carries  the  last  
sheaf  from  his 

field  to  the  village  threshing-floor.  
Then  his  indi- 

vidual right  lapses,  and  it  reverts  to  the 
 communi- 

VThe  land  is  apportioned,  as  in  Bible  times,  b
y 

lot.  The  fields  having  been  measured  
with  a  rope 

or  line,  each  is  named.  Their  name
s  are  given 

either  accidentally  or  for  some  s
pecial  reason. 

Thus,  a  field  with  a  peculiar  rock  
in  it  is  called, 

■•  the  field  of  the  rock/'  another,  "  the  field  o
f  the 

trees,"  and  others 

mound,"  "  field 
very  forcibly  ren 

parcel  of  land  bo 

still  "  field  of  road,"  "  field  of  the 

>f  the  fight,"  etc.  One  is  here 
inded  of  the  name  given  to  the 

ith  the  thirty  pieces  of  sil- 
ver, "The  field  of  blood."*  The  land  has  been 

previously  laid  out  in  four  great  divisions,  eastern, 
western,  northern,  and  southern.  The  names  of 

the  fields  of  each  of  these  divisions  are  then  plainly 
written  on  small,  smooth  pebbles,  and  these  are  put 
into  four  small  sacks,  one  for  each  great  division 
of  the  land.  The  farmers  then  form  themselves  in- 

to a  half  circle,  in  the  center  of  which  is  seated  the 

Iman,  the  head  or  chief  man  of  the  village.  Two 

little  boys,  always  under  five  years  old,  so  that  they 
may  be  wholly  unbiased,  stand  near  him  on  either 
side. 

They  are  now  ready  for  the  casting  of  lots.  One 

of  the  small  sacks  is  taken  up,  and  one  of  the  boys 

puts  his  hand  into  it  and  takes  a  pebble  or  lot. 

The  Iman  then  asks  the  other  boy,  "Whose  field  is 

this?  "  and  the  boy  either  calls  out  the  name,  or 
points  to  one  of  the  villagers,  and  the  land  is  allot- 

ted to  him  and  so  recorded.  There  is  no  appeal 

from  this  lot,  and  each  farmer  must  be  satisfied 

with  the  field  which  has  been  assigned  to  him. 

the  farmers  stand  around  waiting  for  the  lots 

that  are  to  fall  to  them,  each  one  exclaims,  as  the 

boy  puts  his  hand  in  the  sack,  "  God  keep,  main- 

tain and  uphold  my  lot,"  and  David's  words  are 
brought  to  mind,  "Thou  maintainest  my  lot. 
The  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleasant  places;  yea  I 

have  a  goodly  heritage. "f  Mr.  Berghman  is  of  the 
opinion  that  this  passage  would  be  more  correctly 

rendered  from  the  Hebrew  text  as  follows,  "  Thou 
holdest  or  standest  by  the  pebble  of  my  lot.  The 

dividing  lines  have  been  stretched  out  for  me  in 

pleasant  places.  Yea,  a  goodly  inheritance  by  lot 

is  given  me."  It  is  an  interesting  proceeding,  and 
may  not  differ  widely  from  that  adopted  by  Joshua 

when  he  divided  the  land  by  lot  among  the  Israel- 
ites more  than  three  thousand  years  ago. 

This  way  of  dividing  the  land  takes  place  every 

year,  and  thus  no  member  of  the  community  re- 
ceives the  same  portion  of  land  every  year.  It  may 

fall  to  him  again  by  lot,  and  it  may  not,  the  chan- 
ces are  against  it  doing  so. 

The  dividing  line  between  the  fields  is  a  deep, 

double  furrow,  but  as  these  disappear  after  heavy 

rains,  stones  are  piled  up  at  each  end,  and  these 
are  called  the  stones  of  the  boundary.  To  remove 

such  stones  while  the  crop  is  growing  or  before  it 

is  gathered  in,  is  considered  a  great  sin.  He  who 

does  so  robs  his  neighbor  not  of  part  of  his  land 

but  of  his 
bring  upo 

thinking  r 

it  is  now. 

bor's  land 

op,  which  is  his  living,  and  is  sure  to 

his  head  the  malediction  of  all  right- 
n.  As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Joshua  so 

Cursed  be  he  that  removeth  his  neigh- 

ark."!  The  curse  is  based  on  the  older 

law,  which  says,  "Thou  shalt  not  remove  thy 

neighbor's  landmark  which  they  of  old  time  (»'.  e. 
chiefs  or  elders)  have  set  up."§ 

Each  village  supports  two  public  servants.  The 

Iman,  who  is  a  kind  of  preacher,  leads  in  the 

prayers,  performs  whatever  marriage  ceremony  is 

necessary,  buries  the  dead,  keeps  all  public  ac- 

counts, such  as  taxes,  repairs  of  the  mosque,  and 

expenses  of  the  guest-chamber  provided  for  st 

gers.  The  Natoor  or  watchman,  whose  duty  it  is  to 

keep  a  look-out  for  strangers,  invite  them  to  the 

guest-chamber  and  provide  them  with  food.  He 

must  take  care  that  no  cattle  from  a  strange  village 

stray  upon  the  lands  of  or  graze  on  the  pastures  of 

the  community.  They  receive  their  pay  not  in 

money,  but  in  grain,  each  farmer  contributing  
so 

many  measures  accord-ng  to  the  number  of  fie
lds 

he  cultivates.  The  chief  and  watchman  also  have 

allotted  a  parcel  of  land  to  them  which  is  usually 

plowed  and  sown  for  them  by  the  farmers  without charge. 

Oxen  are  usually  employed  for  plowing,  but  I 

have  seen  on  the  plains  of  Sharon  an  ox  and  an  ass 

yoked  together.  This  is  considered  unjust,  and  is 

only  done  when  it  cannot  well  be  avoided.  "  Thou 
shalt  not  plow  with  an  ox  and  an  ass  together.*  I 
have  also  seen  horses,  mules,  and  camels  drawing 

the  plow,  and  Mr.  B.  tells  us  that  on  several  oc- 
casions he  has  seen  a  man  or  a  woman  attached  to 

a  plow,  pulling  side  by  side,  with  a  donkey. 

The  agricultural  lands  pay  two  kinds  of  taxes, 

First,  a  money  tax  of  from  three  to  five  per  cent  on 

the  valuation  of  the  land.  The  farmers  pay  in  pro- 

portion to  the  amount  of  land  they  cultivate.  If 
any  of  the  land  is  not  cultivated,  the  tax  on  it  is 

collected  from  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  village 

equally.  The  elder  or  chief  man  collects  this  tax 

and  pays  it  to  the  government. 

Second,  the  tenth  or  tithe  of  all  the  land  produc- 
es. This  tax  is  based  on  the  Bible,  and  is  as  old  as 

the  time  when  Jacob  set  up  a  pillar  at  Bethel,  and 

made  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  saying,  "  And  of  all 
that  thou  shalt  give  me  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth 

unto  thee."f  And  this  vow  of  Jacob  was  afterward 

incorporated  in  the  law  by  Moses.  "And  all  the 
tithe  of  the  land  whether  of  the  seed  of  the  land  or 

the  fruit  of  the  tree  is  the  Lord's.  .  .  .  The 
tithe  of  the  herd,  or  of  the  flock,  even  of  whatsoev- 

er passeth  under  the  rod,  the  tenth  shall  be  holy 

unto  the  Lord."J 
The  collection  of  the  tenth  is  the  source  of  much 

oppression,  and  the  poor  farmer  is  made  to  suffer. 
The  tax  is  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the  Ashar 
or  tax  collector  who,  in  addition  to  the  bribes  he 

pays  the  officials  to  secure  the  purchase,  has  to  pay 

a  larger  sum  than  the  actual  value  of  the  tenth  if  it 

were  honestly  collected.  The  villagers  are  not  al- 
lowed to  begin  harvesting  until  the  Ashar  arrives. 

His  whole  object  is  to  get  as  much  out  of  the  farm- 
er as  he  possibly  can  and  this  is  done  by  a  series  of 

annoyances,  until  the  farmers  out  of  sheer  necessi- 

ty are  obliged  to  compromise  with  the  tax  gather- 

er. Mr.  B.  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  after  ten  years' 
experience  among  the  Arab  farmers,  that  instead  of 
the  tenth  honestly  due  by  law  the  Ashar  carries  off 

at  least  one-third  of  the  crop.  These  tax-gatherers 

are  hated  by  the  people,  and  the  term  Ashar  is  al- 
ways applied  to  extortionate,  merciless  men.  They 

enjoy  no  better  reputation  than  did  the  publicans 
in  New  Testament  times. 

•  III.  The  third  class  of  lands  are  those  set  apart 

at  various  times  for  the  maintenance  of  mosques 

and  tombs,  such  as  the  Mosque  of  Omar  and  the 

tomb  of  David  at  Jerusalem,  and  the  mosque  over 

the  tomb  of  Abraham  at  Hebron.  These  lands  are 

held  and  taxed  in  the  same  way  that  the  agricultur- 

al lands  are  managed.  The  tax,  however,  is  paid 

into  a  special  treasury. 

A  new  law  has  been  introduced  within  the  last 

few  years  in  reference  to  land  tenure,  which,  if  en- 

forced, will  change  these  old  Bible  customs.  The 

lands  of  the  second  class  are  to  be  divided  by  an  Im- 

perial commissioner,  into  various  portions,  and  giv- 

en to  individual  villagers.  They  receive  title  deeds 

and  may  sell  their  right  to  cultivate  either  to  a  villag- 

er or  to  a  stranger.  The  taxes,  of  course,  remain  the 

same.  It  is  said  the  law  is  to  be  strictly  enforced, 

and  if  it  is,  a  number  of  the  ancient  customs  or  land- 
marks of  Bible  times  will  entirely  disappear. 

Gradually  modern  innovations  are  revolutionizing 

the  Holy  Land.  Great  changes  have  taken  place 

since  we  first  visited  it  in  1884.  Present  indications 

are  that  greater  changes  will  take  place  in  the 

years  to  come,  and  very  soon  a  visit  to  Palestine 

will  have  lost  its  chief  charm, — the  ancient  Bible 

customs.  D-  L-  »• 
•Matt.  27:  5.  8. 

■fPsalms  16:  s,;6. 

{Deut.  27:  17- 
§Deut.  19:  14. 
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GENTLE  WORDS. 

Why  not  let  our  words  be  gentle? 
Harsh  words  rudely  jar 

On  the  feelings  of  a  brother; 

And  to  kindly  greet  each  other 
Would  be  better  far. 

In  the  plainest  words  nf  converse 
Music  sweet  is  heard; 

If  in  tenderness  they're  spoken; 
But  the  melody  is  broken 

By  an  angry  word. 

It  would  show  a  strength  of  spirit 
To  let  no  hard  word 

Fall  petulantly  from  our  tongue, 
And  strike  (he  notes  to  music  strong, 

Making  rude  discord. 

We  would  find  it  just  as  easy, 

In  kind  tones  to  speak ; 

Hasty,  cruel  words  are  grievous, 
And  too  sadly,  truly  pfove  us 

Pitifully  weak. 

Oft  a  little  word,  soft  spoken, 

Falling  on  the  ear, 

Throws  a  passing  ray  of  gladness 

O'er  the  heart  darkened  with  sadness, 
And  dispels  the  tear. 

Gentle  words!  they  cost  so  little, 

And  such  power  hold 
To  impart  to  others  pleasure, 

Why  not  greater  make  their  measure 

Many  thousand  fold? 

It  will  make  our  own  hearts  richer, 

If  we  will  but  give 

Lavishly  to  our  fellow-man, 

Gentle  words  whene'er  we  can, 
While  on  earth  we  live. 

We  are  lowly,  sinful  creatures, 

Sadly  prone  to  err; 

Yet,  if  we've  blindly  gone  astray 
And  can  make  amends  to-day, 

Let  us  not  defer. 

If  one  kindred  heart  we've  wounded, 
By  a  word  unkind, 

Oh,  let  us  now  forgiveness  ask, 
And  make  it  our  most  willing  task 

The  sad  wound  to  bind. 

There  may  be  less  sweet  than  bitter, 
In  the  cup  of  life; 

There  may  be  more  thorns  than  flowers 
Yet,  if  unbroken  love  be  ours, 
We  can  bear  the  strife. 

—Selected  by  Emma  L.  Bows. 

THE  PRAYER-COVERING. 

1.  Wliatitis.  A  veil  covering  the  head  (not  face). 

A  sign,  emblem,  or  token,  of  "  power,"  authority  to 
petition  (address)  God,  through  Christ,  the  head 
of  the  church,  through  the  medium  of  prayer,  in 
honor  to  her  head, — "  the  man." 
The  obedient  child  is  an  honor  to  its  parents. 

The  disobedient  is  a  dishonor.  The  man  is  the 
image  and  glory  of  God.  The  woman  is  the  glory 
of  the  man.  There  is  no  glory  in  either  case  if  we 
dishonor.  Hear  what  the  apostle  says:  "  Every 
man  praying  or  prophesying,  having  his  head  cov- 

ered, dishonoreth  his  head,  but  every  woman  pray- 
ing or  prophesying,  having  her  head  unveiled,  dis- 

honoreth her  head."     1  Cor.  11:4,  5. 
The  crown  on  the  king's  head  is  a  sign  of  his 

power.  The  veil  covering  on  the  woman's  head  is 
a  sign  of  her  power.  It  is  important  to  bear  the 
right  sign.  White  is  an  emblem  of  peace  and  puri- 

ty. Red  is  an  emblem  of  strife  and  bloodshed 
Black  is  an  emblem  of  sorrow  and  mourning. 
How  befittingly  significant  of  the  pure  and  peacea- 

ble religion  of  Christ  is  the  white  veil  covering  of 
the  Brethren  church!  Be  careful  to  always  bear 
the  right  sign  in  your  high  and  "  holy  profession." 

2.  By  whom  and  when  should  it  be  worn?  (a)  By 
every  woman  that  prayeth  or  prophesieth;  by  every 
woman  that  taketh  upon  her  the  name  of  Christ. 
By  every  sister  in  the  Brotherhood,  (b)  Whenev- 

er there  is  a  season  of  prayer  in  the  home  circle, 
around  the  family  altar,  in  the  secret  chamber,  in 
the  public  sanctuary,  at  the  regular  appointment, 
quarterly  council,  or  "  feasts  of  charity."     You  ask, 

"  Why  so  necessary  to  have  this  sign  or  token  of 

power?  "     "  Because  of  the  angels." 
Dear  sisters,  let  me,  through  love,  appeal  to  you. 

How  often  do  you  cause  "  the  angels  of  the  church," 
whose  duty  it  is  to  take  the  oversight  of  the  flock, 
to  feel  sad  and  grieved  at  heart,  to  see  his  children 
walking  disorderly  in  not  glorifying  God  through 

the  "  power  "  given  unto  you!  How  it  must  grieve 
your  attending  angel  to  see  you  dishonoring  Christ, 
because  you  have  not  the  sign  of  power  on  your 

head.  With  what  regret  the  angelic  host  of  heav- 
en must  look  down  to  see  your  lack  of  power  to 

honor  the  God  whom  they  worship!  When  the  an- 

gel reaper  comes,  to  gather  Christ's  jewels  home, 
will  you  have  the  power  then,  to  glorify  God  by  be- 

ing fully  ripe  to  be  gathered  into  the  garner  of  the 
Lord? 

May  we  all  more  fully  glorify  God  by  living  a 
life  of  obedience  to  Christ  and  the  church! 

Milledgeville,  III. 

TRESPASSES. 

An  earnest  sister  sends  us  the  following,  think- 
ing that  the  lesson  taught  may  do  good  in  many 

communities: 

"  Forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those 

who  trespass  against  us."  These  familiar  words 
are  sometimes  used  carelessly,  I  fear.  If  some  one 

trespasses  against  me  in  word  or  deed,  and  I  go 
about  among  the  people  talking  about  that  person, 
mentioning  every  little  fault  I  ever  saw  in  them  or 
ever  heard  about  them,  am  I  forgiving  them  as  I 

hope  to  be  forgiven,  or  am  I  asking  God  to  only 
partly  forgive  me?  Am  I  asking  him  to  still  let  a 
little  cloud  of  unforgiven  sin  rest  upon  me?  O 

solemn  thought,  that  such  must  be  the  case  wher- 

ever a  spirit  of  fault-finding  exists.  Sad  case,  in- 
deed, where  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  guilty  of 

such  work!  He  is  only  a  blind  leader  of  the  blind, 

and  both  shall  fall  into  Satan's  power.  The  Word 
gives  us  a  better  plan:  "  If  any  one  is  overtaken  in 
a  fault,  let  such  as  are  spiritual  restore  such  an  one 

in  a  spirit  of  meekness,"  Restore,  reprove  them, — 
not  talk  about  them.  "  Confess  your  faults  one  to 
another,  pray  for  one  another,  and  ye  shall  be 

healed." 

How  noble  that  course  would  be,  compared  to 
the  little  mean  habit  of  finding  fault  with  persons 

in  their  absence!  Talebearing  and  gossip  are  an 
abomination  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  If  soul  and 

body  are  an  acceptable  offering  unto  the  Lord, 
surely  the  tongue  can  find  plenty  of  good  and  use- 

ful words  to  employ  its  powers  to  the  glory  of  God! 

A  WORD  TO  MOTHERS. 

BY  MRS.  E.  A.   HUNTING. 

Having  been  a  teacher  of  some  experience  and 
now  in  the  home,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  which, 

I  hope,  may  benefit  some  mothers.  My  heart 
yearns  for  those  children  whose  mothers  thought- 

lessly, or  ignorantly,  neglect  to  train  them  to  be 
courteous.  In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  50,  a  sister 

applies  Jesus'  prohibition  in  regard  to  swearing, 
Matt.  5:  37,  as  a  reason  for  not  teaching  sir  and 
ma'am  added  to  yes  or  no,  by  way  of  courtesy. 
Ah,  my  sister,  let  us  be  careful  not  to  apply  the 
wrong  meaning  to  the  sacred  Scriptures  or  mis- 

quote them.  There  is  a  vast  difference  in  meaning 
in  expletives  and  being  courteous. 

The  apostle,  in  1  Pet.  3:  8,  says,  "  Be  courteous." 
Webster  defines  courteous  as  polite,  well-bred,  civ- 

il, respectful,  and  many  others.  If  we  do  not  teach 
true  courtesy  in  the  home  in  childhood,  how  can 
we  expect  them  to  be  courteous  when  grown,  as 
Peter  instructs?  "Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
from  it."  Prov.  22:  6.  No  mother  wishes  her  chil- 

dren considered  ill-bred,  uncivil,  or  disrespectful, 
through  any  neglect  of  hers.  Oh,  if  the  mothers 
would  but  give  a  little  more  thought  to  these  little 
things,  they  could  help  to  lighten  the  burden  of 
the  sometimes  weary  teacher,  made  daubly  so  by the  neglected  duties  of  parents  at  home. 

As  the  parents,  so  are  the  children.  Character  is 
formed  in  the  home  in  little  things.  We  must  show 

them  respect,  if  we  wish  them  to  respect  us.  I 
teach  my  boy  that,  in  neglecting  these  little  acts  of 
courtesy,  he  disrespects  us,  and  also  disobeys  the 
fifth  commandment,  "Honor  thy  father  and  thy 

mother."  That  it  is  right  and  not  after  a  fashion  or 
style,  which  would  be  vain  and  sinful.  I  tell  him 
to  act  the  truth  in  all  things,  because  there  is  One 
who  looketh  down  upon  all  we  say  or  do.  We 

treat  him  with  1  he  same  respect,  never  command- 

ing, but  asking  with  a  "please"  and  "  thank  you"  as a  reward.  These  little  things  help  the  little  ones 

to  feel  they  are  appreciated  in  this  world.  Besides, 

it  is  a  part  of  their  education,  and  we  have  no  right 
to  withhold  it  from  them.  We  cannot  keep  them 

always  under  the  home  roof.  Sooner  or  later  they 
go  out  into  the  world  to  mingle  with  strangers. 
Then  let  us  train  them,  that  they  may  not  look 

back  regretfully  at  our  neglect,  but  with  pleasant 
memories.  I  believe  we  will  be  responsible  in  more 

ways  than  one  for  our  neglected  duties  toward  the 
little  ones,  entrusted  to  our  care.  Let  us  not  be 

weary  in  well  doing  of  little  things!  Mothers  and 
fathers,  let  us  pray  also,  that  our  work  may  not  be 

Russell,  Kans. 

>■«  CORRESPONDENCE  *~< irehes. 

E3?~Church  News  solicited  !or  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
give  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Our  ;i-1  wrtisiiii?  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 

From  Knlman,  In*.!. 

Bro.  M.  L  Hahn,  of  Lakeside,  Ind.,  came  to 

us  Dec.  21,  and  commenced  preaching  on  Sunday, 

Dec.  22.  He  preached  eleven  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. Then  his  health  became  so  impaired  that 

we  had  to  close  our  meetings.  While  there  were 
no  accessions,  there  were  many  who  were  medi- 

tating seriously,  and  we  trust  that  much  of  the 

good  seed  which  has  been  sown  here,  has  lodged 
in  hearts  where  it  may  never  more  be  dislodged. 

During  the  meetings  an  aged  sister,  in  feeble 
health,  requested  to  be  anointed,  which  was  at- 

tended to  on  Christman  Day,  by  Bro.  Hahn,  as-" 
sisted  by  the  official  brethren  at  this  place.  This 
was  the  first  work  of  the  kind  yet  performed  in  this 
church.  E.  E.  Frantz. 

Jan.  1.  < 

The  Arkansas  Mission. 

The  closing  month  of  the  year  was  a  busy  one 
in  the  Arkansas  mission  field.  The  forepart  of  the 

month  I  held  meetings  in  Louisiana,  followed  by 

a  few  weeks  at  Carlisle,  Ark.  A  tew  meetings  were 
then  held  at  Palestine  and  on  the  last  Sunday  of 

the  year  two,  young  in  years  but  strong  in  faith, 
were  received  by  baptism.  At  the  same  time  our 
evergreen  Sunday  school  was  reorganized.  Bro. 

P.  S.  Hartman  is  our  Superintendent  and  J.  C. 
Osborn,  Assistant.  The  former  teachers  were  all 
retained,  and  among  the  scholars  activity  is  mani- 
fested. 
At  present  the  writer  is  enjoying  the  Special 

Bible  Term  at  North  Manchester,  Ind.  The  inter- 
est and  attendance  are  encouraging.  I  expect  to 

be  at  home  in  Illinois  about  Jan.  15,  and  cor- 
respondents will  please  address  me  at  Pine  Creek, 

III,  for  a  few  weeks  thereafter.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  several  ministers  and  a  number  of 
others  have  come  to  Arkansas  recently  and  I  hope 
they  may  be  helpful  in  the  Lord's  work. 

Palestine,  Ark.,  Jan.  6.  °'  U  F°RNEV- 
From  North  Carolina. 

Eld.  Joseph   B.    Bowman,    of  the    Knob   Creek 
church,   Eld.    William   A.   Sherfy,  of  the  Pleasant 
Valley   church,    and   the    writer,    of    the    Pleasant 
View  church,  left  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  on  the  morn-  - mg  of  Nov.  22,  to  make  a  visit  across  the  Uwaka 
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Mountains  into  North  Carolina  to  the  Brummett's 
Creek  church,  having  been  appointed  by  the  State 
District  Meeting  as  a  committee  to  settle  certain 
difficulties,  then  existing  in  said  church. 

In  all,  we  traveled  over  seventy-five  miles;  held 
thirteen  meetings  and  received  seven  into  the 
church,— five  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed.  The 
existing  difficulties  were  settled  satisfactorily  to  all 
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ed. 

On return  we  stopped  with  the  Brethren  at 

the  Martin's  Creek  church,  Union  Co.,  Tenn.,  where I  held  one  meeting.  One  was  added  to  the  fold 
at  this  point.  We  know  of  no  point,  better  located 
for  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  The  Brethren 
here  are  alive  to  the  cause.  Peter  Miller. 

From  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

The  reorganization  of  our  Sunday  school,  Dec. 

28,  resulted  in  choosing  Bro.  Geo.  Miller  as  Super- 
intendent. The  past  year  brought  bright  blessings 

to  our  school,  our  regular  services  and  the  Bible 

school.     We  anticipate  still  more  this  year. 

After  an  absence  from  May  to  December,  Eld. 

P.  S.  Myers  returned,  having  accomplished  much 

for  the  Master's  cause.  He  spent  months  in  East- 
ern Pennsylvania,  where  much  of  his  earlier  life 

was  passed,  and,  while  preaching  Jesus  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  was  not  unmindful  to  remind  them  of  the 

needs  of  the  cause  in  this  city.  He  spent  consider- 

able time  before  going  East  in  the  preparation  of  a 

Historical  Chart.  To  any  one  donating  a  dollar 

for  the  erection  of  a  churchhouse  in  this  city  he 
donated  a  chart,  and  still  does  so,  hence  any  one 
sending  him  a  dollar  both  gives  and  receives.  His 
address  is:  Corner  Sichel  and  Main  Streets. 

He  reported  S95  by  himself,  from  profits  on 

charts;  S125  from  donors,  and  S180  pledged,  mak- 
ing 8400  as  the  direct  result  of  his  efforts.  The 

members  are  very  grateful  to  all  the  givers  and  to 

Bro.  Myers  for  his  unselfishness  and  love  for  Jesus. 

The  all-around  helpful  principle  is  not  infracted 
by  this  method.  Many  of  the  members,  who  now 
are  called  upon  to  overcome  great  difficulties  in 

city  mission  work,  were  not  "behind  in  gifts"  in 
erecting  houses  where  they  came  from  and  now  be- 

ing enjoyed  by  those  who  remained. 
The  church  here  has  chosen  a  church  erection 

committee  with  a  view  of  selecting  a  site  and  pre- 

paring the  way  to  build. 
Nine  members  are  now  at  Inglewood,  thus  in- 

creasing the  membership  somewhat.  The  pros- 
pects for  much  good  work  are  encouraging.  Our 

church  councils  are  lovely  places. 
M.  M.  Eshelman. 

Echoes  from  the  Highway. 

A  few  more  hours  and  the  old  year  shall  have 

passed  away.  Before  it  goes  we  will  pen  a.  few 
echoes  from  this  sunset  land.  Last  Saturday  the 

members  of  this  congregation  came  together  here 

in  the  city,  and,  among  other  things,  considered 

the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee  to  select  a 

location,  procure  a  lot  and  look  after  the  arrange- 
ments towards  the  erection  of  a  churchhouse  here 

in  the  city.  Eld.  P.  S.  Myers  gave  a  report  of  his 

work  while  in  the  East,  and  how  liberal-hearted 

many  of  the  dear  members  were.  Even  little  chil- 
dren of  some  of  the  Sunday  schools  insisted  on 

having  the  privilege  of  helping  to  furnish  the 

means  to  build  a  meetinghouse  in  Los  Angeles,  and 

freely  they  responded.  God  will  surely  bless  the 
work! 

Bro.  Myers  asked  that  any  member  present  offer 

up  a  special  prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  all  who 

gave  of  their  means.  A  hearty  response  came 

from  all,  that  they  would  do  so,  and  I  am  sure  God 

will  graciously  hear  such  united,  earnest  petitions. 

Still  there  is  urgent  need  for  more  means. 

Members  are  still  moving  into  our  congregation, 

and  in  this  way  our  membership  is  increasing. 

Eld.  Thomas,  of  Iowa,  who  is  building  up,  by  his 

efforts,  a  colony  of  members  at  Inglewood,  s
ome 

few  miles  southwest  of  the  city,  handed  in,  at  
the 

council,  his  letter  of  membership.     Now  he  is 
 one 

of  our  elders,  standing,  in  relation  to  the  church, 
the  same  as  the  other  two  that  were  here,  as  it  is  a 
rule  of  this  District  that  all  elders  stand  alike  in 
their  duties  and  privileges.  A  brother  of  his,  who 
is  in  the  ministry,  has  also  lately  settled  in  our congregational  district.  Thus  another  laborer  in the  Word  has  been  added. 

In  our  last  "Echoes"  by  an  oversight  we  failed to  mention  that  our  dear  old  brother,  Paul  Wetzel, 
known  to  so  many  of  our  readers  as  a  valiant 
preacher  of  the  Gospel,  now  resides  here  in  our 
city,  and  is  as  full  of  energy  and  zeal  as  ever.  His 
words  of  counsel  in  our  meetings  are  much  appre- 

ciated. Bro.  C.  Wine  for  some  time  has  been  visit- 
ing our  section  of  country,  attending  our  meetings 

and  preaching  some  for  us.  It  is  quite  likely  that 
he,  too,  will  locate  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city.  In 
other  and  adjoining  congregations  brethren  are  mov- 

ing in,  so  that  the  good  work  goes  on  in  way  of  in- 
creasing the  bulk  of  salt  and  enlarging  the  powers 

of  the  Great  Search  Light  that  has  come  into  the 
world.  Evangelist  Hutchison  is  diligently  at  work, 
preaching  the  Gospel,  and  thus  confirming  the  faith 
of  the  children  of  God,  and  awaking  sinners  to  the 
necessity  of  fleeing  to  the  arms  of  mercy.  Here 
and  there  a  prodigal  comes  home,  so  that,  in  this 
way,  too,  numbers  are  being  added  to  the  fold  here 
in  Southern  California. 

To  our  beloved  Brotherhood  anywhere,  may  the 

New  Year  be  ushered  in  with  a  knowledge  of  re- 
newed responsibilities  upon  us,  as  a  people,  and  as 

1896  is  to  be  a  period  of  excitement  for  the  polit- 
ical world,  may  we  all  watch  and  pray  that  we  be 

not  partakers  of  their  Babylonish  customs.  "Come 

out  from  among  them,"  is  the  voice  of  our  Shep- 
herd. J.  S.  Flory. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

At  the  late  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Eastern  Penn 
sylvania  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  have  published  a 

synoptical  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 

in  pamphlet  form  for  the  benefit  of  those  mem 
who  were  not  in  attendance,  so  they  might  learn 

what  is  being  done  at  such  a  meeting. 

It  was  further  ordered  that  the  reports  should  be 
distributed  free  of  charge,  for  which  purpose  a 
lection  was  held  at  the  meeting.  Now,  notice  that 
the  money  collected  there  does  not  near  pay  the 

penses,  and,  naturally,  the  question  presented  itself 

to  the  clerk,  "  How  shall  what  is  lacking  be  raised?" 
The  clerk,  believing  that  the  report  will  be  ap- 

preciated and  do  good,  and  that  one  thousand 
copies,  the  number  ordered,  was  rather  a  small 
number  for  the  purpose  to  be  attained,  he,  upon 

counseling  such  brethren  as  were  convenient,  and 

they  expressing  themselves  favorable  to  a  larger 
edition,  ordered  an  additional  one  thousand  copies, 

with  the  full  purpose  that  if  they  are  not  needed, 
he  will  bear  the  expenses  himself,  but  if  sold,  the 

profit  shall  go  into  the  treasury. 
Now,  notice  further  that  this  report  is  one-fourth 

as  large  as  last  year's  Annual  Meeting  Report,  is 
published  with  clear  type,  on  fine  paper,  and  bound 
with  a  good  cover;  and,  at  five  cents  apiece,  for  the 
two  thousand,  if  we  had  no  money  on  hand,  will 

leave  some  in  the  treasury.  I,  therefore,  as  Clerk, 

propose  that  all  those  concerned  take  this  matter 
into  consideration  and  act  as  to  them  seemeth  wise 

and  proper. 
I  will  send  to  the  different  churches  an  amount 

of  copies  equal  to  the  District  Meeting  Minutes, 

which,  as  was  ordered,  they  receive  gratis,  unless 

they  be  charitably  inclined.  If  any  want  more 

they  will  please  order  promptly  and  enclose  five 

cents  apiece.  When  only  one  is  ordered  enclose 

six  cents.  Those  from  other  State  Districts  can 

have  some  at  same  rate.  Geo.  Bucher. 

Kleinfellersvillc,  Pa. 

From  the  New  Field. 

What  changes  fleeting  time  brings!  During  a 

period  of  twenty-eight  years  we  were  located  
at 

Hickory   Grove,   Carroll   Co.,   111.     Now  we   have 

taken  up  our  abode  at  South  Bend,  Ind.  Six 
:ks  have  already  rolled  around  since  we  located 

here,  and  we  have  been  kept  busy  working  for  the 
Master  ever  since.  During  the  settlement  in  our 

home,  and  while  arranging  our  household 

goods  by  day,  we  wended  our  way  each  evening  to 
preach  the  Word  at  the  St.  Joseph  church.    This 
hurchhouse  is  erected  on  the  farm  of  our  aged 

brother,  Martin  Wcnger,  whose  farm  is  now  includ- 
d  within  the  corporation,  and  a  great  portion  of  it 

is  part  of  the  city.  His  children  are  members  of 
the  church,  and  Bro.  Hiram  Kreighbaum,  his  son- 
in-law,  is  the  elder  of  the  St.  Joseph  church.  He 
also  has  several  other  churches  under  his  super- 

vision, Bro.  C.  M.  Wenger  conducts  the  singing, 
which  is  soul-inspiring. 

We  next  preached  in  the  church  under  the  care 

of  Eld.  Daniel  Whitmer,  who  also  has  charge  of  the 

Portage  church.  Eld.  Whitmer's  church  is  called 
the  South  Bend  congregation.  The  district  line 

reaches  the  city,  where  the  boundary  lines  of  four 
churches  converge,  namely,  St.  Joseph,  St.  Joseph 

Valley,  Portage  and  South  Bend.  The  meeting- 
house of  the  South  Bend  district  is  situated  twelve 

miles  southwest  of  South  Bend  City.  Our  meet- 

ings in  the  latter  church  were  of  two  weeks'  dura- 
tion, but  the  attendance  was  much  hindered  by  the 

long  rainy  season.  We  had  good  interest,  however, 
and  large  congregations  near  the  close.     One  dear 

ulwa 

At  this  writing  we  are  putting  forth  a  protracted 

effort  in  one  of  the  churchhouses  in  the  Portage 

congregation  in  which  we  are  located.  We  have 
two  Bible  classes  in  operation  in  the  city.  They 

meet,  one  on  Tuesday  and  the  other  on  Thursday 
evening.  I  trust  they  will  be  the  means  of  accom- 

plishing much  good.  In  this  way  we  can  concen- 
trate our  efforts  and  utilize  the  religious  talent 

scattered  throughout  the  city.  The  meetings  are 

held  alternately  at  the  members'  houses.  Our 
pleasant  talks  upon  Bible  topics,  singing,  and 

prayer  by  our  own  firesides,  during  the  prevalence 

of  the  winter  season,  are  most  desirable  and  pre-- 
cious.  We  fondly  hope  that  time  may  disclose 

good  results,  and  that  the  Lord  may  say  of  this 
municipality,  as  he  said  of  ancient  Corinth  of  yore, 

"  I  have  much  people  in  this  city." 
Thus  while  we  sail  on  time's  swift  wing, 

And  the  changing  seasons  roll, 

May  the  church  on  tier  blessed  mission  bring 

Glad  tidings  to  the  soul. 

We  all  compose  one  pilgrim  band, 
Far  sundered  though  we  be. 

We're  marching  to  the  glorious  land 
Of  immortality. 

Geo.  D.  Zollers, 

South  Bend,  hid. 

From  Limestone,  Ten 

On  Christmas  morning  I  boarded  the  train  for 

Concord,  to  fill  an  appointment  at  Choto,  Knox 

County,  in  the  evening,  but  missed  connection  in 

Knoxville,  and  had  to  wait  until  eight  o'clock;  so 

all  were  disappointed.  Next  morning  a  five  miles' 
walk,  through  rain,  brought  me  to  sister  Martha 

Early's,  near  the  church.  I  preached  at  night  and 
continued  until  Sunday.  I  held  six  meetings  in 
all.  The  meetings  were  not  large  on  account  of 

not  being  known.  We  only  have  a  few  members 
here  and  no  regular  meetings.  We  have  a  good 

house  of  worship.  (I  say  "we,"  for  it  belongs  to 
the  church  as  a  body, — the  District  and  the  Gen- 

eral Mission  built  nearly  the  entire  house.)  The 
members  are  few  in  number  and  think  they  are 

neglected.  They  seem  to  be  earnest  and  faithful, 
uld  any  of  our  ministers  be  passing  near  by 

they  will  be  glad  to  have  you  stop  and  preach  for 
em.  You  will  be  met  at  Concord,  by  addressing 

ro.  Isaac  Tipton,  Rodelm,  Tenn. 
On  Sunday  I  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  to 

visit  the  little  band  in  Blount  County,  known  as 
Oakl  ind  church.  I  met  Bro.  Joe  Frye,  of 

Maryville,  at  Bro.  Klepper's,  but,  owing  to  rain  and 
/,  we  had  no  meeting  at  the  church,  though  we 
what  we  could  to  encourage  them,  reminding 

them  of  Matt.  5;  10-12,  Gal.  6:  9,  and  other  Scrip 
tures  of  like  import. 
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While  our  meetings  were  not  as  we  would  have 
wished,  we  certainly  feel  satisfied  that  we  did  much 

good  in  visiting  these  isolated  ones.  My  prayer  is 
that  they  may  soon  have  monthly  meetings.  I  was 

reminded  of  our  Savior's  words,  "  The  harvest  truly 

is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  arc  few."  Matt.  9:  37. P.  D.  Reed. 

The  Bible  Normal  of  AlcPherson,  Kans. 

be- 

The  Bible  Normal  at  McPherson,  K; 

gin  Jan.  27  and  continue  to  Feb.  15.  The  entire 

field  of  "  Bible  Geography  "  will  be  covered.  "  Old 
Testament  History,"  "The  Life  and  Ministry  of 
Christ,"  "The  Institutions  of  the  Bible,"  "Rela- 

tion of  the  Old  Testament  to  the  New,"  "  Chapter 
and  Text  Analysis,"  Bible  Reading,  "Doctrinal 
Subjects,"  etc.,  will  form  a  part  of  the  program. 
Able  instructors  are  engaged.  Expenses  will  be 
moderate.  Instruction  free.  A  hearty  invitation 
is  extended  to  attend.  S,  Z.  Sharp. 

Notice  to  the  Churches  of  Northwestern  Ohio. 

All  that  have  not  paid  the  assessment  appor- 
tioned to  them  by  the  District  Meeting  of  1895 

for  home  mission  work,  will  please  remit  at  least 

before  March  I,  1896,  to  Solomon  Rodabaugh, 
New  Stark,  Ohio.  The  general  expenses  should 
be  reported  to  Jacob  Weaver,  Lima,  Ohio. 

L.  C,  Schubert, 
Sec.  of  Mission  Board. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"Aa  cold  vvntc-r  lo  n  tlitrsty  soul,  st  i<  c   1  oi-ws  Ironi  n  fnr  country." 

Linville  Creek  Congregation,  Va.— Dec.  14  Bro. 
S.  F.  Sanger  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  town  of 
New  Market.  He  preached,  in  all,  eleven  sermons. 

He  did  not  shun  to  declare  the  plain  teachings  of 
the  Savior.—  Fannie  H.  Roller,  New  Market,  Va. 

Cherry  Lane,  Pa.— Bro.  William  Ritchey,  one  of 
our  home  ministers,  began  a  series  of  meetings  here 

Dec.  5,  and  preached  eleven  soul-reviving  sermons. 
One  precious  soul  confessed  Christ  and  united  with 
the  church.  Bro.  Ritchey  goes  from  here  to  other 
fields  of  labor—  F.  S.  Bowen. 

Ashland,  Ore.— The  Brethren  of  the  Rogue 
River  Valley  church  met  for  quarterly  council 

Jan.   4.     All   business   before   the    meeting   passed 
ch  raised  S5.50  for  hon 

Jacob   Mo 
n   the  foil preached 

ing  Sunday.— 

.  Aaron  Moss,  of  Lande 

eetin^'s 

off  pleasantly.    The  c 
missionary  funds.     Br< 

a   heart-cheering   sermo 
M.  M.  Carl,  Jan.  7. 

Cart  Creek,  Ind.— Brc 
Ind.,  came  to  us  Dec.  28 

A  great  interest  was  manifested 

Our  Sunday  school  at  this  place  L 
condition.     This  is  the  first  time   we  attempted  to 
have  a  Sunday  school  through  the  winter.     We  find 
we  have  a  better  attendance  during  the  winter  than 
the  summer.— Otho  Winger,  Sweetser,  Ind. 

Jonathan  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— During  1S95, 
this  church  had  a  goodly  share  of  both  joy  and  sor- 

row. We  rejoiced  in  having  twenty  come  into  the 
church  by  baptism,  but  regretted  to  lose  six  mem- 

bers by  death.  Two  young  people  who  "were  mem- 
bers' children,  had  set  a  time  to  join  the  Brethren church,  but  death  came  before  the  appointed  time. Jacob  Lcckrone. 

North  Beatrice,  Nebr.— We  just  closed  a  three 

weeks'  series  of  meetings  in  Pickrell,  conducted  by our  home  ministers.  We  have  two  applicants  for 
baptism.  We  feel  that  there  has  been  seed  sown, 
that  ere  long  will  bring  good  fruit.  We  also  re-or- 

ganized our  Sunday  school  with  C.  H.  Price  and  J.  C. 
Burke  as  Superintendents.—/)/.  L.  So/lenberper,  Beat- rice, Nebr.,  Jan.  6. 

Free  Spring,  Pa.-Bro.  Edwin  C.  Book,  of 
Blaine,  Perry  Co.,  has  closed  a  series  of  meetings here.  After  delivering  six  able  sermons  he  took  a 
bad  cold  and  broke  down  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  2,  and  the  work  was  taken  up  by  our  home 
brethren-Andrew  Bashore,  Solomon  Kauffman, 
and  C.  Winey,  until  Sunday  night,  with  no  addition 
to  the  church.—//;  H.  Jones,  Jan.  7. 

TUS    GOSPEL    MESSZEIN-Q-iEill. 

West  Dayton  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  David  Wine, 
of  Covington,  preached  for  us  two  good  sermons. 
Bro.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  was  here  and  preached  for 
us  on  the  5th.— Elmer  Womlwld,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Elk  Lick,  Pa.  -The  Elk  Lick  church,  Pa.,  met  in 
quarterly  council  Jan.  4.  Considerable  business 
came  before  the  meeting;,  but  was  disposed  of  in  a 

very  pleasant  way.  We  also  reorganized  our  Sab- 
bath school  by  appointing  Bro.  Abram  Maust,  Sup- 

erintendent. Bro.  S.  F.  Sanger  was  with  us  at  our 

council,  and  also  did  some  very  acceptable  preach- 

ing for  us.—  W.  A.  Gamtt,  Jan.  7. 

Macedon,  Ohio. — Bro.  B.  F.  Honeyman  came  to 
this  place  Dec.  14,  and  remained  until  Dec.  31, 

preaching  in  all  twenty-one  sermons.  He  was  as- 
sisted one  week  by  Bro.  Baker.  Good  congrega- 

tions and  attentive  listeners  greeted  him  through 

the  meetings.  His  great  anxiety  for  the  salvation 
of  souls  and  his  kind  and  plain  way  of  preaching  to 

the  people  is  a  power  for  good. — B.  G.  Turner. 

Norton,  Kans.— Our  quarterly  council  occurred 
Jan.  4.  Nine  members  have  united  with  the  Maple 
Grove  church  since  my  last  report, — six  by  letter 
and  three  were  reinstated.  We  have  reorganized 

our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  A.  J.  Wertenberger  was 

chosen  as  Superintendent  and  Bro.  Leslie  Garbpr, 
Assistant.  Our  Sunday  school  uses  the  Young  Dis- 

ciple and  the  Brethren's  Quarterly. — Aldula  Throne, 

Jan.  0. Arcadia,  Nebr.  —We  met  at  our  usual  place  for 

Sunday  school  Jan.  5.  The  school  was  well  repre- 
sented. We  thought  best  to  continue  our  Sunday 

school  for  the  year.  We  concluded  to  use  the  New 

Testament.  Our  lesson  was,  "  The  Bread  of  Life," 
John  6:  25-42.  We  have  a  B'ble  reading  every 
Tuesday  evening.  We  have  the  promise  of  some 

ministers  to  come  and  hold  some  meetings. 
— D.  M.  Ross,  Jan.  S. 

Kingsley,  Iowa.— Bro.  H.  R.  Taylor,  of  Deep 
River,  Iowa,  began  a  series  of  meetings  on  the  ev- 

ening of  Dec.  7,  and  continued  two  weeks  at  our 
churchhouse  west  of  Kingsley.  We  then  went  to 
our  east  house  and  continued  one  week.  The 

meetings  closed  at  both  places  with  a  good  inter- 

est. Two, — a  husband  and  wife  were  received  by 
confession  and  baptism  at  the  west  church  during 

the  meetings. — Albert  Nicodemus. 

Lyle,  Washington.— A  minister  is  wanted  in 
Klickitat  County,  Washington.  We  have  seven 
members,  some  of  whom  are  faithful  workers  for 

the  Master.  We  had  our  first  prayer-meeting  on 
Christmas  Day.  Five  were  present.  We  expect  to 
have  a  meeting  every  Wednesday,  no  providential 

hindrance.  Our,  meeting  to-day  was  grand.  All 
were  filled  with  love.  The  frozen  hearts  were  warmed 

up.     Nine  were  present.—  C.  Spongier,  Jan.  1. 

South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa. — Our  council- 

meeting  convened  on  New  Year's  Day.  All  busi- 
ness passed  off  in  a  pleasant  manner.  This  church 

has  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  some  time 

during  the  spring.  Our  Sunday  school  is  doing 
good  work.  The  members  in  Waterloo  re-organized 

their  Sunday  school  on  New  Year's  eve.  They  al- 
so decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  some  time 

during  the  winter.— J.  H.  Fike,  Calvin,  Iowa. 

Croake,  111.— Bro.  Nevinger  held  a  series  of 
meetings  for  us  in  the  Christian  church.  He  gave 
us  twelve  sermons.  Though  the  weather  was  un- 

favorable, yet  the  congregations  increased  at  each 
meeting  until  the  house  was  full.  These  meetings 
will  make  the  people  think  and  read  for  themselves, 
and  we  think  that  much  good  will  result.  The 
seed  has  been  sown  now,  and  there  will  be  a  good 
harvest  at  this  place.— W.  A.  Knapp,  Dec.  30. 

Burnettsville,  Ind.— Eld.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, came  to  us  Dec.  13,  preaching,  in  all,  nine- 

teen discourses.  The  first  six  services  were  held  in 
the  town  of  Idaville,  after  which  the  meetings  were 
held  in  our  own  house  of  worship  in  Burnettsville. 
One  young  lady  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  The 
members  were  much  built  up.  We  also  decided  to 
continue  our  Sunday  school  during  the  winter — D A.  Mertz,  Jan.  8. 
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Newton  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum  com- 
menced preaching  for  us  Dec.  20,  and  continued 

until  Jan.  7.  Three  were  added  to  the  church,  and 

the  membership  much  encouraged. — D.  D.  IVine, 
Covington,  Ohio,  Jan.  8 

Lenox,  Iowa. — We  have  now  moved  from  the 
South  River  church  to  a  place  where  there  is  no 
churchhouse.  Only  a  few  members  live  here,  but 

there  is  preaching  by  the  Brethren  every  two 
weeks.  This  is  a  missionary  point.  Bro.  John  P. 

Bailey  is  going  to  move  here  in  the  spring.  We 
think  there  is  a  grand  opening  at  this  place.  It 
made  our  hearts  sad  to  leave  the  little  band  of 

workers  at  South  River. — Meda  Caskcy,  Jan.  8. 

Louisiana  Mission  Fruits.— The  writer  began  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  Roanoke  church  on 
Christmas  Day,  and  continued  till  Jan.  5.  I 

preached,  in  all,  ten  sermons  Congregations  were 
small.  During  the  meetings  I  never  saw  a  native  of 

this  country  at  church.  We  never  knew  how  to  ap- 
preciate crowded  houses  until  now.  At  the  close 

of  our  meetings  six  young  people  came  out  and  ap-  (C 
plied  for  membership.— C.  D.  Hylton,  Roanoke.  La. 

Washington,  Kans.— Much  business  came  before  ' 
our  quarterly  council,  Dec.  14.  It  was  disposed  of 

in  a  Christian-like  spirit.  New  Sunday  school  offi- 
cers were  elected.  Our  school  is  fast  increasing  in; 

attendance.  Our  social  prayer  meetings  are  very 

interesting.  One  dear  young  sister  was  anointed. 

She  needs  the  prayers  of  all  Christian  people  for 
her  little  children  and  especially  for  her  companion,, 

who  is  engaged  in  the  ministry  .^lizzie  Gauby,. 
Dec.  l7. 

Lititz,  Pa.— The  members  of  the  Lexington 
church  enjoyed  a  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by 

Bro.  Benj.  Hottle,  of  Passer,  Pa.  The  meetings  be- 
gan Dec,  21,  and  continued  each  night  until  Jan.  I. 
Hottle  labored  very  earnestly  for  us.  We,  as 

brethren  and  sisters,  were  greatly  encouraged,  and 
were  warned  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

Three  precious  souls  became  willing  to  forsake  sin, 

and  we  hope  others  are  counting  the  cost. — Bessie-  3 
S.  Minnich,  Jan.  5. 

Sumption  Prairie,  Ind.— Bro.  G.  D.  Zollers 
closed  a  series  of  meetings  Dec.  29,  in  the  South 
Bend  District.  He  delivered  sixteen  excellent  ser- 

mons. We  feel  that  the  church  was  strengthened. 
Owing  to  the  inclement  weather  the  first  week  the 
congregations  were  small,  after  which  an  interest 
was  manifested,  our  large  house  being  well  filled. 
One  sister  was  reclaimed,  while  others  were  nearly 

persuaded  to  join  in  with  the  people  of  God.— Isaac 
Whitmer,  Jan.  5. 

Avilla,  Mo.— Our  elder,  Christian  Holdeman,  is 
suffering  greatly  with  a  sore  caused  from  a  broken 

leg  some  six  years  ago.  Lancing  has  already  been 
necessary.  The  Doctor  says  it  will  require  the 
most  skillful  care  and  treatment,  to  prevent  the  ne- 

cessity of  amputation.  Just  one  week  ago  he 
thought  it  was  rheumatism.  Last  Sunday  he  was 
able  to  be  on  his  feet  but  a  few  minutes  while 

preaching.  Our  sincere  prayers  are  for  his  speedy 
recovery. — J.  K.  Shively,  Dec.  20. 

Chiques  Church,  Pa.— On  Nov.  30  we  started  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  at  the  Fairview  house.  Bro.  Hiram 

Gibble  preached  twelve  sermons.  Two  expressed 
their  desire  to  unite  with  the  children  of  God. 

One,  that  had  wandered  from  the  fold,  returned. 

Dec.  22,  a  series  of  meetings  commenced  at  the 
Chiques  house.  Brethren  Amos  Hottenstein  and 

Henry  Sonnon  preached  twelve  sermons.  Nine  / 

came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  many  are  counting  / 
the  cost. — P.  C.  Geib,  Mastersonvillc.  Pa. 

Greenwood  Church,  Mo.— On  Christmas  Day  we 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Greenwood 
church  by  the  home  ministry,  which  continued  till 
Jan.  5.  One  dear  sister  was  received  into  the 

church  by  baptism.  During  the  meetings  we  were 
visited  by  members  of  the  Cabool  church,  includ- 

ing their  ministers— brethren  J.  T.  Mason  and  F. 
W.  Dove,— who  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the 
ministry.  This  gave  much  encouragement  to  the 
members  and  solemn  warning  to  sinners. — J.  J. 
Troxel,  Mountain  Grove,  Mo. 
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Burr  Oak,  Kans.-Bro.  C.  S.  Holsinger  has  just closed  an  interesting  series  of  meetings  at  this 
place.  Much  good  has  been  done.  May  the  Lord 
bless  his  work  everywhere! — C.  5.  Hoff,  Jan  6 

Manheim,  Pa.— We  are  just  about  closing  a  very interesting  series  of  meetings  in  Manheim.  The 
attendance  and  attention  were  very  good  all  along. 
So  far  two  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Brethren 
Elias  Landis  and  Joseph  Auker  are  here,  holding 
the  meetings.  They  preach  the  Word  in  its  primi- 

tive purity. — Anna  E.  Light,  Jan.  g. 

Mallard,  Iowa.— Bro.  B.  F.  Miller,  of  Dallas 
Center,  Iowa,  came  here  again  Dec.  27,  and 
preached  for  us  Friday  evening,  Saturday  evening, 
Sunday  morning  and  evening.  We  had  good  con- 

gregations, especially  Sunday.  The  people  were 
very  attentive.  The  meetings  are  growing  in  in- 

terest. Bro.  Miller  preached  some  interesting  and 
soul-cheering  sermons.  The  Mission  Board  has 
decided  to  send  us  some  one  else  in  Bro.  Miller's 
place,  but  we  have  become  so  attached  to  him, 

that  we  are  loath  to  give  him  up.— Katie  Balm  Treat, 
Dec.  31. 

North  Morrill  Church,  Kans.— Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  Jan.  7.  While  considerable  busi- 

ness came  before  the  meeting,  all  was  disposed  of, 
we  think,  satisfactorily,  and  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  church.  We  pray  for  the  day  when  less  of  the 

time  at  our  church  councils  will  be  taken  up  in  get- 
ting members  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  more  time 

may  be  given  to  discussing  ways  and  means  of  ad- 

vancing Christ's  kingdom  on  earth,  and  to  the  mis- 
sionary interests  of  the  church.  The  church  decid- 

ed to  hold  a  Bible  Normal  in  Morrill  next  winter. — 
T.  A.  Eisenbise. 

Derby,  Iowa. — Bro.  Peter  Brower,  from  South 
English,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa,  came  to  our  place  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  30,  and  held  one  meeting  in  the 

Murry  schoolhouse.  He  then  commenced  meet- 
ings two  miles  east  at  the  Park  schoolhouse.  Bro. 

Lewis  Kob  came  to  his  assistance,  and  both  held 

forth  the  Word  with  power.  The  first  two  meet- 
ings were  small;  the  rest  of  the  time  we  had  a  full 

house,  and  good  attention.  The  meeting  closed  on 

the  evening  of  Jan.  7,  with  two  applicants  for  bap- 
tism. Baptism  was  deferred  for  the  time  being. — 

Martin  Helsel,  Jan.  10. 

Rock  Run,  Illd.— Bro  J.  Nusbaum,  of  Wakarusa, 
Ind.,  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  Goshen,  Ind.,  at 
the  hall,  and  continued  nearly  two  weeks  with  good 
interest,  the  hall  being  filled  every  evening.  Two 

precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Our 
special  council  was  held  Dec.  27.  All  was  disposed 
of.  Brethren  I.  D.  Parker,  J.  H.  Miller,  A.  Neff, 

and  L.  Hoke  were  present.  One  dear  soul  was  re- 
ceived back  again  after  an  absence  from  the  fold 

for  about  ten  years.  She  came  with  as  good  a  con- 
fession as  we  ever  heard.  It  was  good  for  all.— R. 

W.  Davenport,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.  0. 

Keuka,  Fla.— The  members  here  met  in  quarterly 

council  Jan.  1.  There  was  very  little  business  to 

come  before  the  meeting.  Our  dear  elder,  E.  J. 

Neher  gave  us  a  very  saintly  admonition.  Bro.  J. 

C.  Lahman  was  with  us  and  also  gave  us  good  food 

for  thought.  On  New  Year's  evening  Bro.  Lah- 

man gave  us  a  very  good  sermon,  which,  I  think, 

was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  We  are  having  much 

cold  weather  for  our  southern  clime.  I  think  our 

Sunday  school  Quarterlies  are  the  best  I  ever  saw. 

Certainly  time  and  money  alone  could  bring  them 

to  such  a  high  standard.— J.  /.  Miller,  Jan.  6. 

Painter  Creek,  Ohio— Bro.  Wm.  Bowser,  of
 

Dayton,  Ohio,  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  t
he 

Painter  Creek  house  of  the  Ludlow  District,  Dec. 

21,  continuing  until  Jan.  6.  The  congregation,  on
 

several  occasions,  numbered  over  six  hundred
. 

Each  sermon  was  full  of  interesting  and  practic
al 

thoughts.  Five  were  received  into  the  fold  by  bap- 

5"  tism.  Others  have  been  induced  to  consider 

what  it  will  cost  not  to  be  a  Christian,  and  are  se
em- 

ingly near  the  kingdom,  while  the  members  in  gen- 

eral have  been  strengthened  and  encouraged  to 

press  on  in  the  good  work—  Levi  Minnich,  Jan.  6. 

Manheim,  Pa.— Our  meetings  closed  last  night. 
Two  more  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  This 
makes  four  in  all.  The  house  was  filled  to  its  ut- 

most seating  capacity.  The  order  and  interest  were 
good  all  through  our  meetings.— Anna  E.  Light, 
Jan.  10. 

Cerro  Gordo,  111.— The  members  of  the  Cerro 
Gordo  church  met  in  quarterly  council  Jan.  I.  We 
raised  S137  for  church  expenses  and  District  Mis- 

sion. One  was  received  by  letter.  One  was  re- 
claimed since  last  report  from  this  church.  Our 

Sunday  school  was  reorganized  Dec.  29.  Bro. 
William  Gara  was  elected  Superintendent!  Bro. 
Noah  Waggoner,  Assistant.  We  have  social  meet- 

ing every  Tuesday  evening,  and  teachers'  meeting 
every  Thursday  evening.— Sallie  E.  Cart,  Jan.  4. 

Black  River,  Mich.— Bro.  Thurston  Miller,  of  La 

Porte,  Ind.,  recently  preached  for  us  about  three 
weeks.  We  have  attentive  audiences;  good  and  in- 

creasing interest.  Members  were  built  up  and 
encouraged.  Bro.  Miller  has  endeared  himself  to 

the  members  here,  and  we  regret  to  see  him  leave. 
He  was  with  us  at  our  last  quarterly  council,  held 

at  Bro  Chris.  Funk's.  At  this  meeting  one  was  re- 
claimed. Steps  were  taken  to  go  on  prepiring  to 

build  a  meetinghouse.  Our  next  quarterly  council 
is  to  be  held  the  last  Saturday  in  March  at  Bro. 

Philip  Barnes.'— Cyrus  Wallick,  Bloomingdale,  Mich., fan-  9- 

(  Lodging  Arrangements  for  Annual  Meeting.— 
The  committee  have  procured  five  hundred  tents, 

10x14  feet  in  size,  which  will  accommodate  ten  peo- 
ple. These  we  will  rent  for  the  term  at  Si. 50  per 

tent,  supplied  with  plenty  of  straw.  Those  wanting 
floored  tents,  with  straw,  can  have  them  at  84  00 

per  tent.  Tents  can  be  secured  now,  at  any  time, 
by  sending  the  amount  to  the  secretary,  who  will 

give  receipt  with  number  of  tent.  Those  ordering 
first  will  have  the  advantage  of  the  nearest  location 
to  the  tabernacle.  The  Standing  Committee  will  be 

lodged  on  the  ground  free  of  charge. — /.  //.  Crist, 

Secy,  Gardner,  Kans. 

West  Conestoga,  Pa. — The  Brethren  of  West 
Conestoga  church  held  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Lexington  churchhouse  It  commenced  Dec.  21 

and  closed  Jan.  I.  It  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Hot- 
tel  from  Bucks  County,  in  the  German  language,  but 

the  meeting  closed  entirely  too  soon.  Four  came 

out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Bro.  Imler,  of  the  Lancas- 
ter City  church,  was  also  present  at  one  meeting. 

He  gave  us  a  few  encouraging  words.  Bro.  Click, 

of  Virginia,  was  also  present  at  a  few  meetings. 
He  is  conducting  a  singing  school  here,  so  you  can 
see  we  have  plenty  of  good  food  to  live  on,  now  at 

present.— Katie  ̂ /iriner. 
Glen  Rock,  Nebr.— The  outlook  for  Sunday 

school  work  is  promising.  In  the  Pawnee  and 

Falls  City  churches  it  was  not  favorable  to  organize 
this  winter,  though  some  of  the  members  were  very 
much  in  favor  of  an  evergreen  school.  At  this 

point  we  organized  last  evening,  with  prospects  of 
an  interesting  school.  Last  Sunday,  Jan.  5,  Bro. 
William  Mohler  baptized  one  sister.  I  will  visit 
next  the  Weeping  Water  church.  Then  I  go  to 

Lincoln,  about  the  13th,  and  to  Octavia,  the  16th. 

I  will  be  home  near  the  20th.  Those  who  wish  to 

correspond  with  me  can  be  governed  by  these  dates. 
—James  A.  Flory,  State  Superintendent  of  Sunday 
schools,  Jan.  7. 

Isolated.— Accidentally  I  came  in  possession  of 

a  copy  of  your  paper.  I  heartily  indorse  your  doc- 

trine. My  wife  is  a  member  of  your  church,  hav- 

ing united  with  the  same  in  Iowa,  in  1870.  Since 

we  moved  to  Colorado,  in  1888,  she  has  not  been 

able  to  attend  church  on  account  of  there  being  no 

Brethren's  church  here.  I  am  not  a  member  of 

the  church,  but  I  expect  to  unite  with  it  as  soon 

as  I  am  afforded  the  opportunity.  So  you  can  im- 

agine what  a  welcome  visitor  the  Messenger  will 

be  in  our  family.  After  I  receive  your  paper  and 

my  friends  see  it,  I  may  be  able  to  introduce  it 

elsewhere.  Anything  that  I  can  do  for  the  paper 

and  the  church,  with  God's  help,  I  will  do  it.— J. 

B.  Looper,  Fredonia,  Colo, 

Mansfield,  III.— The  Blue  Ridge  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Jan.  4.  The  church  was  not  so 
well  represented  as  might  have  been,  but,  with 

those  present,  the  spirit  of  love  and  good  will  pre- 
vailed. The  church  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 

meetings  in  the  near  future.  —  Bcrnice  Ashmore, 

Jan.  10. 

Palestine  Church,  Ohio.— Nov.  23,  Bro.  David 
Filbrum,  of  Brant,  Ohio,  commenced  a  series  of 

meetings  at  our  Beech  Grove  house,  and  continued 

until  Dec.  15.  Dec.  21,  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger,  of 
Covington,  Ohio,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
at  our  Wist  Branch  house,  and  continued  until 

Jan.  7.  Both  meetings  closed  with  a  good  interest. 
As  a  result  the  members  enjoyed  a  spiritual  feast, 
and  fourteen  converts  were  made  to  walk  in  newness 

of  life.  Two  were  reclaimed.— Daniel  Bailsman, 
Baker,  Ohio,  Jan.  8. 

Greenland  Church,  W.  Va  —  Dec.  n,  Bro.  Jonas 
Fike,  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  began  a  series  of  meetings 
at  the  Eureka  schoolhouse  and  continued  until  the 

20th,  preaching  eleven  sermons.  Five  precious 
souls  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
The  meetings  closed  with  excellent  interest.  Bro. 

Fike  preached  two  sermons  at  our  meetinghouse. 
Dec.  23,  Bro.  Silas  Hoover,  of  Bills,  Pa.,  came  to  us 
and  preached  for  us  until  Jan.  5,  preaching  sixteen 

sermons.  As  an  immediate  result,  twenty-five 

precious  souls  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism, and  one,  who  had  wandered  away  from  the 

fold,  was  restored.  We  have  never  had  such  a  re- 

vival among  us,  and  all  of  our  members  are  rejoic- 
ing.— Dennis  Clarke,  Mnysville,  IV.  Va. 

Lewiston,  Minn. — A  series  of  meetings  began 
in  our  congregation  Dec.  n  and  closed  Dec.  25. 

Bro.  O.  J.  B,caver,  of  Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  did 
the  preaching.  He  was  also  with  us  at  our  love 
feast  in  November  and  held  meetings  from  Nov. 

5  to  13.  He  was  then  called  home  to  attend  to 
some  matters  there.  Upon  his  return  he  continued 

the  meetings,  as  above  mentioned;  also  held  two 
meetings  at  Minnesota  City,  where  a  number  of 
brethren  reside.  We  also  held  services  on  Thanks- 

giving Day,  at  which  a  free-will  offering  was  made, 
amounting  to  824.04.  At  our  council-meeting, 
held  Jan.  4,  &10.00  of  the  above  amount  was  given 
to  the  General  Mission,  $5.00  to  the  Asia  Minor 

Mission  and  85.00  to  the  India  Mission.— J.  H. 

Wirt,  Jan.  o. 

Hope,  Kans.— Sometime  since,  perhaps  in  No- 
vember, the  Messenger  gave  the  information  that 

J.  D.  Trostle  and  son  were  in  Wisconsin  looking 
for  a  home,  when  it  should  have  been  J.  W.  Trostle 
and  son.  It  also  gave  J,  W.  the  credit  of  being  in 

Wichita,  holding  meetings,  when  it  was  J.  D.  I 
make  this  correction,  as  there  seem  to  be  false 

impressions  made,  calculated  to  make  others  dis- 
satisfied with  the  country.  There  is  much  rest- 

lessness among  the  people  of  Kansas,  because  of 
the  failure  of  crops  during  the  last  few  years. 
The  writer  is  not  thinkingof  changing  his  location, 

as  yet,  but  he  is  journeying  toward  his  heavenly 
home  where  he  expects  to  arrive  before  very  long. 
We  are  much  pleased  with  the  improvement  of  the 
Messenger. —  J.D.  Trostle,  Jan.  7. 

Sandstone,  Mo.— Bro.  W.  H.  Miller,  from  Cedar 
County,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  thirteen 
miles  southeast  of  the  Nevada  church.  He 

preached  mostly  doctrinal  sermons,  as  the  doctrine 
of  the  Brethren  was  new  to  a  great  many,  but  the 

interest  was  good  from  the  start,  and  became  more 
interesting  every  evening.  One  came  out  on  the 

Lord's  side  and  was  baptized.  His  wife  was  're- ceived into  the  church  several  months  previous. 

Several  others  were  fully  persuaded  in  their  own 

minds  and  promised  to  unite  with  us  soon.  The 
weather  was  very  unpleasant  during  the  meetings. 
We  hau  rain  three  days,  and  the  roads  became  very 

bad,  so  the  meeting  closed  Dec.  25.  Bro.  Miller  is 

a  good  expounder  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  so  that  all 
could  understand  the  plain  truth.  While  with  us, 

Bro.  Miller'  rmde  a  great  many  friends.  Inquiry 
was  made  when  he  would  return  again. — A.  I.  Mil- 
ler. 
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Jewell,  Ohio— Bro. 
began    a    series    of 
North  Poplar  Ridge 
Co.,  Ohio,   Dec.    14,  i 
til  the  26th.     He  labi 

George  Sellers 
neetings  in  th< 
:hurch,  Defianci 
nd  remained  un 

red  faithfully  in 
Word  and  doctrine  and  did  not  forget 

to  urge  the  members  to  a  higher  life. 
Two  young  souls  were  brought  to 
Christ  and  others  seemed  to  be  count- 

ing the  cost.  The  inclemency  of  the 
weather  was  much  against  us,  as  we 
had  much  rain.— Sarah  M.  Hornisli. 

Upper  Twin  Church,  Ohio.— The 

last  to  seek  refuge  in  the  "  Rock  of 

Ages  "  here  are  three  who  entered  the 

fold  during  Bro.  Samuel  Homing's 
meetings  at  Sugar  Hill.  These  glori- 

ous meetings  began  on  the  evening  of 

Dec.  12,  and  continued  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  29th.  The  results  of  the 

meetings  are  not  known.  Eternity 
alone  will  reveal  that.  Bro.  Horning, 

we  think,  fully  discharged  his  duty, 
and  the  Lord  will  reward  him  abun- 

dantly. Our  church  is  much  revived 

and  a  general  good  feeling  prevails. 

We  expect  Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum  at  out 

central  house  in  a  few  days. — A.  G. 
Crasswhite,  Gratis,  Ohio,  Jan.  1. 

Manvel,  Texas.— The  church  at  th 
place  has  just  closed  an  interesting 
series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Eld 
George  Shamberger,  of  Louisiana 
He  commenced  preaching  Dec.  17  anc 
continued  until  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  preaching,  in  all,  fifteen  sermons 
We  had  an  enjoyable  season  togethtr 
The  hearts  of  all  seemed  to  be  cheered 

and  greatly  encouraged  to  labor  fo 
a   greater    degree    of    holiness.     Bro 

day  evening,   Bible  class  on  Saturday 
evening  and  preaching  every  Sunday 

A  spiritually  minded  per: 
help  but  enjoy  these  privil 
Johnson,  Jan.  5. 

cannot 

— /.  C, 

MATRIMONIAL- 

culler.— At  Loui 
95,  David  Culler,  ag 
id  4  days.  His  disei 
th  which  he  had  to 
:  bore  his  sufferings 
rtitude.    He  leaves  a 

Sha 
rger 

ably  defending  the  Truth. 

terly  council,  held  Dec.  28,  passed  off 
pleasantly.     Our   elder   was    with    us, 
but,  on  account  of  his  feebleness,  Bro. 

Miller   took   charge   of    the    meeting. 

Two    were    received   by  letter. — Cora 
Moore. 

North  Morrill  Church,  Kans.— The 
members  of  this  church  have  built 

a  new  house  of  worship  in  the  town 
of  Morrill,  which  was  dedicated  the 

last  Sunday  of  the  old  year.  Bro.  S. 
Z.  Sharp  delivered  the  dedicatory  ser- 

mon to  a  house  that  was  packed  to 

its  utmost  capacity.  Bro.  Sharp  dwelt 
at  length  upon  the  importance  of  the 
members  dedicating  themselves  as  a 
church  unto  the  Lord,  as  well  as  the 

house  of  worship.  His  preaching  has 
done  much  to  the  encouragement  of 
the  members  and  we  think  many  new 
resolves  have  been  made,  to  live  holi- 

er, higher  and  more  consecrated  lives 
in  the  future.  May  the  cause  of  the 
Master  prosper,  is  our  prayer!— T  A 
Eisenbise,  Jan.  2. 

Meyersdale,  Pa.— Jan.  1  we  held  our 
council,  to  hear  reports  of  finance 
and  other  committees.  The 
were  satisfactory.  One  hund 

four  sermons  were  preached  during 
the  year,  seventy-seven  by  the  home 
ministers.  The  sum  of  S50  00  that  was 
raised  at  our  Thanksgiving  service, 
was  ordered  sent  to  the  General  Mis- 

sion Fund  and  $20.53,  that  was  silent- 
ly gathered  by  the  little  contribution 

box  on  the  church-door,  was  ordered 
sent  to  the  Asia  Minor  mission.  The 
writer  was  chosen  corresponding  sec- 

retary. The  church  has  reason  to 
rejoice  in  the  work  here.  We  have 
an  evergreen  Sunday  school  of  about 
140  or  150,  prayer  meeting  on  Wednes- 

eports 

COGHlLL-McWHIRT.—  At  the  residence 
of  the  undersigned,  near  Fandon,  111.,  Dec, 
29,  1895,  Mr.  Charles  Coghill  and  Miss  Annie 
McWhirt,  all  of  McDonough  County,  111. 

Isaac  L.  Mvehs. 

FAHNESTOCK— SELVEY— At 'the  home 
of  the  bride,  in  Sedalia,  Mo.,   Dec.   26,   l8ys, 
Bro.    Jacob    Fahnestock,    of    Deep    Water, 
Henry  Co.,  Mo.,  to  sister   Selvey. 

Lizzie  Fahnestock. 

ARTIS— EDGECOMB.— At    the    residence 

of  the  bride's  parents,  Bro.  Wilson  and  sister 
Mary  Edgecomb,  Nov.  27,  1895,  by  the  under- 

igned,  George  W,  Artis,  of  Pike's  Peak,  Ind., 
and  Minnie  Edgecomb,  of  Piatt  County,  111. 

S.  S.  Miller. 

DECKER-BYER.— At    the    residence    of 

the  bride's  parents,  B.  M.  Byer,  at  Glendale, 
Ariz.,  Dec.  31,  1895,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr. 
B.  L.  Decker  and  Miss  L.  C.  Byer,  both  of 
Glendale.  Peter  Forney. 

OVERHOLTZER— HOFF— By  the  under- 
signed, Dec.  24,  1895,  at  the  residence  of  the 

bride's  parents,  in  Pomona,  Cal.,  Prof.  A.  Over 
holtzer,  of  Lordsburg,  Cal.,  and  sister  Maret; 

Hon",  of  Pomona,  Cal.        B.  F.  Masterson. 

Bro.  Cull 

dren,   of  whom    two   sons 
preceded   him   to  the  spi 
consistent   member  of    thi 

for  about    fifty    years.     He   Ieav 
and  fourteen  children.     The  fu 

lie,  Ohio,  Dec.  20, 

77  years,  9  months 
was  heart  trouble, 

ntend  for  years,  but 

ith  great  Christian 
dow, — his  third  wife. 

the  father  of  eighteen  chil- 
wo   sons  and  two  daughters 

nd.    He 

■ethn 

church 

were  conducted  by  the  v. 
J.  F.  Kahler  from  Rev. course  of  people. 

LONG.— In  the  Rav< 
ford  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  26, 

aged  45  years,  9  months 
tantly   killed 

riler,  assisted  by  Bro. 

14:  13,  to  a  large  con- 
J.  Weikich. 

n  Run  church,  Bed- 
895,  Bro.  John  Lnng, 
and  22  days.  He  was 
Iroad  accident.     Bro. 

■  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP  ... 

KINER.— At  the  U.  B.  church,  northeast 
ol  Heyser,  Kans.,  Dec.  is,  1895,  of  typhoid 
fever,  son  of  Mr.  Jacob  and  sister  Kiner,  aged 
26  years,  6  months  and  9  days.  His  sickness 
continued  for  some  time.  Funeral  services 
by  Mr.  Woodburn  from  John  14:31,  and  Bio. 
J.  Filburn  from  Ps.  103:  15. 

Leonard  Clapper. 

WILSON.— At  Bethany,   Moultry   Co.,    111., 
Aug.  30,  1895,   Mrs.  H.  M.  Wilson,  aged  30 

5  and  25  days.  Deceased  was  a  member 
of  the  German  Baptist  church  and  lived  faith- 

mtil  it  pleased  God  to  call  her  home  to 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  four  small 

children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  loving  wife 
mother.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr. 

Samuel  and  sister  E.  A.  Karch.  She  was 
bom  near  Philipsburg,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio, 
Aug.  s,  1865.  She  died  of  typhoid  fever, 
ifter  an  illness  of  ten  days.  Her  mother,  one 
lister  and  three  brothers  are  left  of  the  fam- 

ly.     One  by  one  this  family  are  passing  away. 

WILSON.— At  the  same  place  and  in  the 
lame  family,  April  3,  1S95,  little  Goldie  Ulila 
Wilson,  aged  1  year,  6  month:  and  10  days. 

WILSON.— At  the  same  place  and  in  the 
lame  family,  Oct.  14,   1892,  of  typhoid  fever, 
Erland  Elmer  Wilson,  aged  9  years,  II  months 

id  todays.  E.  A.  Karch. 

BURNETT.— At  Starkey,  Union  Co.,  Ore., 
dv.  22,  1895,  of  typhoid  fever,  Mattie  Bur- 
:tt,  the  daughter  ot  W.  F.  and  Susan  Bur- 
:tt,  aged  16  years,  8  months  and  25  days, 
le  was  a  kind  and  loving  child.  Funeral 

by  R.  V.  Hayes  (Presbyterian  minister  at  La- 
grand),  from  Jer.  15:9.  W.  F.  Burnett. 

HAKSHMAN.— In  the  M 

elaware  Co.,  Ind.,  Dec.  26,  1895,  sister  Mary 
isan  (Harne)  Harshman,  aged  55  years  and 

3  days.    In   1867  she  was    married    to   John 
Mitchell  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to  whom  one  son 

born,  who  still  survives  her.     This  union 
broken   in  a   few   short   months    by    the 

death  of  Mr.  Mitchell.    She,  with  her  little 
In. in agan i  Jonathan  Harshman  i 

lited 

has  been 
■nd  for  1 

blind,— though    she    bore   all 

1875.    She 
n  intense  sufferer  for  several  years, 
arly  five  years  has  been  entirely 

th    pati 

She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren 
hurch  and  much  devoted  to  her  family.    She 

leaves  a  husband,  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
rs.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  the 
riter  in  the  M.  E.  church  in  Shideler,  from 
Thess.  4: 13,  H.        Geo.  L.  Studebaker. 

Long  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  Oct. 
6,  1894,  in  which  he  labored  faithfully  for  the 
Master  until  his  death.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  G.  S.  Rairigh,  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  from  Philpp.  1:21.  The  deceased  leaves 
a  wife  and  one  daughter. 

George  H.  Dilling. 

LONG1NECER.— At  the  home  of  his  broth- 
er-in-law, Elmer  Bridenbaugh,  near  George- 

town, Miami  Co.,  Ohio,  Dec.  30,  1895,  Alfred 
Longinecer,  son  of  Bro,  Joseph  Longinecer, 

of  the  Price's  Creek  church,  Ohio,  aged 
months  and  5  days.  Funeral 
largely  attended  and  conducted 
Stutsman,  and  the  writer.  Text, 

Juhn  H.  Brumbaugh. 

WINE— At  his  home  near  Blountville, 
Tenn.,  Dec.  20,  1895,  Benjamin  Wine,  aged 
74  years,  2  months  and  12  days.  He  was  born 
in  Shenandoah  County,  Va  ,  Oct.  8,  1821,  emi- 

grated to  Tennessee  in  1S37,  joined  the  Breth 
ren  church  in  1849,  and  served  the  church  as 
a  deacon  from  1850  till  his  death.  The  fu 
neral  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Wm.  Sherfy  anc 
Wm.  Wo'ford  (a  Lutheran  minister),  an  ole 
friend  of  the  family.  Joseph  B.  Wine. 

9  years, by  Eld.  Je: 
Eccl.  7:2. 

HERSHEY.— In  the  York  church,  Pa., 

Dec.  9,  1895,  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
Annie  Mary  Hershey,  beloved  wife  of  Bro. 
Jacob  S.  Her  shey,  of  this  city,  aged  25  years, 

5  months  and  4  days.  She  leaves  an  affection- 
ate husband  and  two  dear  children.  The 

smallest  is  but  a  few  months  old,  and  is  a 

lovely,  innocent  little  soul.  She  was  a  devot- 
ed member  of  the  church.  Funeral  seimon 

by  Bro.  Joseph  A.  Long,  from  Luke  8:52,  "She 
is  not  dead  but  sleepeth."  Interment  at  Pros- 

pect Hill  cemetery.       Abram  S.  Hershey. 
McMULLEN.— At  his  home,  five  miles 

north  of  Mansfield,  Dec.  28,  1895,  from  a  com- 
plication of  diseases,  Eld.  James  McMullen, 

aged  65  years,  9  months  and  27  days.  He 
was  born  near  Shepherdstown,  Pa.,  moved 
to  Indiana  in  1855,  where  he  resided  until 
1866,  when  he  moved  to  Ohio,  locating  near 
Smitbville,  Wayne  County.  In  1872  he  moved 
to  Richland  County,  where  he  resided  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  united  with  the  Breth- 

ren church  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  and 
labored  in  the  ministry  ever  since,  being  one 
of  its   most   earnest   and    sincere    advocates. 

HOLDER.— In  the  bounds  of  th. 
Fall  Creek  church,  and  near  the  southern 
limits  of  the  City  of  Anderson,  Madison  Co., 
Ind.,  Dec.  10,  1S95,  of  membranous  croup, 
little  Jesse  Andrew  Holder,  son  of  Franklin 
and  Wastella  May  Holder,  aged  3  years,  3 
months  and  22  days.  Funeral  in  the  Lower 
Fall  Creek  church  by  Bro.  D.  W.  Gustin,  as- 

sisted by  Eld.  Frederick  Fesler,  from  the 
words:  "Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 

SIMMERS.— In  the  bounds  of  Green  Mount 
church,  Va.,  of  consumption,  sister  Emma  V. 

daughter  of  friend  Jacob  and  sister 
Rebecca  Simmers,  aged  27  years,  6  months 

d  19  days.  Deceased  was  a  sufferer  for 
ite  a  while,  but  bore  her  affliction  with  Chris- 
in  fortitude.  Services  at  the  Penn  Grove 
urch  on  Christmas  Day  by  the  Brethren, 
im  MatL  24:44  and  2  Tim.  4:6. 

Jacob  A.  Garber. 

PEEBLER.— At     her    home    at    Partridge, 
Lincoln   Co.,   Okla    T„    Nov.   24,    1895,  Sarah 
Peebler,  wife  of  A.  W.  Peeble 

th  and  3  days.    She  le 
husband  and  seven  children.    She  was  born 

Broad   County,    North    Carolina,    Oct.    24, 
2;  moved  to  Hancock  County,  111.,  in  1832. 

After    marrying    Andrew    W.    Peebler   she 
moved  with  him  to    Jefferson    County,  Iowa; 

Atchison  County,  Kans.;  thence  to 
Jefferson  County;  thence  to  Oklahoma.    She 

is  a   consistent    member    of    the    Brethren 
urch.  A.  J.  Peebler. 

LIVENGOOD— In  the  Somerset  church, 
Ind.,  Jan.  4,  1895,  Bro.  Peter  Livengood,  aged 

4  months  and  20  days.  Bro.  Liven- 
good  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  in 
831.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
en  church  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Fu- 
leral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  D.  S. 
Caylor,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ellis  Brubaker  from 

eight  child] 
ROLLER 

14:13.     He  le 

Otho  Wii. 

In   the  Linville  Creek  congre- 
Dec.  28,  1895,  sister  Mary  E.   Roller, 

daughter  of  Bro.  Samuel  Roller,  aged  45  years, 
~  mths  and  1 1  days.    She  had  been  a  suf- 

for  several  years.     She  had  a  complica- 
of  diseases,   catarrh  fever  being  one  of 

the  last  to  set  in.    During  her  sickness  she 
anointed.    She  was  buried  at  the  Fair- 
church   Dec.  30.     Funeral    services    by 

D,  H.  Zigler  from  2  Cor.  5:1. Fannie  H.  Roller, 

He  was  married  Jan.  12,  1850  to  sister  Anna 
B.  Welsh  and  was  the  father  of  nine  children. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  six  children.  In  his 
death  the  family  has  lost  a  kind  husband  and 
father,  the  community  one  of  its  best  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens,  and  the  church  a 
faithful  and  devoted  elder.  Funeral  services 
by  brethren  William  Murray  and  Peter  Heef- 

'.    Interment  at  the  Brethren's  cemetery  Dec. Anna  Brindle. 

WAY.— In  the  Tuscarawas  church,  Ohio, 

Dec.  17,  1895,  Christopher  Frederick  Way, 

aged  79  years,  5  months  and  2  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  in  Germany  July  15,  1816. 
ried  Catharine  Zinsmaster  Jan.  8,  1848. 

Their  union  was  blessed  with  seven  children. 
One  daughter  died  in  infancy.  He  leaves  an 
aged  companion  and  six  children.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 
a  number  of  years.  Funeral  occasion  im- 

proved by  Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone  and  the 
writer,  to  a  large  concourse  of  people,  from 
1  Cor.  15:57.  Reuben  Shroyer. 

BURGER.— In  the  Sugar  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Ohio,  Sept.  1,  1895,  Bro.  Jacob  Burger, 

aged  18  years,  10  months  and  17  days.  A  few 
days  before  his  death  he  went  to  Baltic,  his 
nearest  town.  While  there  he  met  a  number 
of  his  neighbor  boys,  who  were  playing  base 
ball.  They  invited  him  to  take  part  in  the 
game,  which  he  first  refused  to  do,  but  finally 
consented.  While  engaged  in  the  game  he 
was  struck  by  a  ball  which  caused  his  death 
a  day  later.  Oh  what  a  warning  to  others! 
This  was  the  saddest  and  one  of  the  largest 
funerals  the  writer  has  attended.  Funeral 
occasion  improved  by  the  writer  from  the 
words,  "  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die 
is  gain."  Reuben  Shroyer. 
FLORY.— In  the  Falling  Spring  church, 

Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  3,  1896,  Harry  Preston 
Flory,  infant  son  of  friend  Joseph  and  sister 
Jennie  Flory,  aged  2  months  and  23  days. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Wm.  A.  Anthony,  from  2  Sam.  12:23. 

Wm.  C.  Koontz. 

STAUFFER.-In  the  Pine  Creek  church, 
111.,  Jan.  I,  1896,  Bro.  Chailes  B,  Stauffer,  aged 
15  years,  II  months  and  19  days. 
STAUi}FER.-In  the  same  church  and  at 

the  same  time,  Ollie  Stauffer,  aged  13  years, 
8  months  and  1  day..  These  were  the  two 
oldest  sons  of  Bro.  Daniel  and  sister  Maggie 
Stauffer.  They  were  skating  on  Rock  River, 
about  five  miles  from  home.  Ollie  skated 

t  hole  that  was  not  frozen  ovei  and  his 
brother,  Charles,  in  attempting  to  rescue 
failed,  and  both  were  drowned.  Funeral 
:es  were  conducted  by  the  Brethren  in 
iresence  of  a  very  large  and  sorrowing 

congregation.  John  Heckman. 
SHANAFELT.-In  the  Okaw  church,  Piatt 

Co.,  111.,  Dec.  16,  1895,  Ovid,  son  of  Bro.  and Shanafelt,  aged  14  yeais,  3  months  and 
25  days.    Funeral  services  by  G.  B.  Heeter. 

E.  F.  Wolfe. 
BROWN.-Near  Rohrersville,  Washington 

Co.,  Md.,  Dec.  20,  1895,  sister  Elizabeth  Blown, 
aged  82  years,  6  months  and  20  days.  Inter- ment at  Brownsville,  Md.  Funeral  services 
by  Eld.  Eli  Yourtee.  Sister  Brown  was  an invalid  for  many  years.  She  called  for  the 
elders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed  with oil  upon  the  day  of  her  death. 

J.  T.  M.  Castle, 



January  18,  1896. THB   OOSIFEL   3VTESSElSr<3-BH,. 

♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 
Rates  p«r  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

i  month  (4  times),   
■ee  months  {13  times),   

months  (26  times)   .'..'.,"". 

g^"No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  n 

0  Indianapolis.  Cincinnati,  and  the 

South.    City  Ticket  Office,  232  Clark  St.,  Ch 

Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc 
International  S.  S,  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 

vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 

reliable  S.  S,  Commentary  published.  It 

is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 
thor of  religious  works.     Price,  $1.00;  out 

price,   00  cents 

Teaching  and  Teachers — By  H.  Clay  Trum 

bull.     A    book    of    390    pages    (7%x$'/: 
inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price,   9c 

Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "Teaching  and 

Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way  into  the 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work 

ers.  It  is  to-day  the  popular  hand-book  or 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith-Peloubet   Dictionary  of  the  Bible.- 

Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  n< 

hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been  care 

fully  revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth 

818  pages.    Regular  price,  §2.00;  our  price 

by'mail,   Si. 75 
Board    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  doze 

Cloth  Cover,  per  cop 
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ABRAHAM  E.  WEAVER, 

Printer's  Ink 
Helps,... 
Advertisers! 

Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra- 

ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

10  Spruce  Street,  New  York. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religious 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 

Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35i  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
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The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  NOBLE  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood   has    men  who,  in   the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 

brought  fresh  to  our  minds 

the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Se 

nicing  through 
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rso  one  can  reaa  an  account  of  Bro 

life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor 
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'Remember  We  Are  Busy 
Furnishing  Wire,  Steel  and  Link  Stays, 

plea,  Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fence,  Lawn, 
 F 

and  Automatic  Gates,  etc,  to  onr  nume
rous 

tomera     "Write  ns  lor  prioes  and  catalogue. 

THE  HOLL1NGER  FENCE  CO.. 

You  Need  It ! 
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Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
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Juvenile  Quarterly  .—Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it, Singh 
.  «c 

o  copies  ando 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards — Our  st 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  var 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  c 

vinced. 

I4K2  Four  Designs,  very  flue,  flowered  bor- 

of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  I  will  mail 

one  week's  trial  treatment  of  the  fa- 

mous Australian  Electro  Pill  remedy, 

free  to  all  readers  of  the  Messenger,  or 

seven  weeks'  treatment  for  only  $1.00, 

for  Catarrh,  Kidney,  Liver  or  Stom
ach 

trouble,Rheumatism,SickHeadache,Ner- 

vous  trouble  or  impure  blood-  Spe
cial 

terms  to  agents  on  application.  
Address 

DR  E.J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio.
 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  M
erchant 

305 1  Si  Charles  St..  Ba
ltimore,  Md. 

t,     „  „    fame   and   Fruits,   Special- 

rt5ntH»T,E&IG»fflFu™"HidM  
Dried  Fruit,  and 

When  ordering  cards  be  s 

ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen.  .   .$    8J 

,  pictorial   1 

ngravlngs,  per  doz- 
art  of  each  lesson. 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 

Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  a
nd 

Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  writ
e  us 

before  ordering  elsewhere, 'eSS'  BBRTHRBN'ft  PUBLISHING  CO., 

Ml,   Morrii,  111 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
You  should,  by  all  means,  have  the 

New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  i s  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  3 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  docs  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

peculatlve  theories. 
6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

[riven  time  of  its  study,  than  ofothers.be- 

eofi 

7.  Its 

comprel ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  found  on  each 
the  truth,  vis.,    , 

■adhe: 

>  the  I 

arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

■nded,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 

page 

)ge 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Versic ,)  Version  of 
of  the  New  Testa- 

lal  references  of  the  Au- 
/ing  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  {b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

ject or  in  comparison  with  it 
10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  -  -  5  5° 

Bound  in  morocco,       ....  6  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- dress;     brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt  Morris,  111. 

Until  March  1,  1896, 
We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  Sd.oo; 
Half  Leather,  $4.50;  Half  Morocco, 

$5.00, 
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Highest  of  ill  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE   

The  Longer  He  Stays,  the 
Better  He  Likes  It. 

Deacon  Judson  Beckwith'Raised  the 
Largest  Crops  of   Grain   in  All 

the  Years  of  his  Experience. 

Cando,  N.  D„  Dec.  io,  1895. 
Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 

Dear  Sir."— This  leaves  us  all  well 

and  all  the  neighbors,  as  far  as  1  know,  When 

we  say  "  neighbors,"  we  mean  all  within  seven 
or  eight  miles.  We  are  well  satisfied  with  our 
home.  When  I  first  started  here  I  had  no 

notion  of  locating  here.  My  intention  was  to 

go  from  here  to  Nebraska  before  going  home, 
but  when  I  saw  the  country  and  talked  with 

the  people,  I  changed  my  mind  and  have 
never  been  sorry  for  my  choice,  and  the  longer 

we  stay  here  the  better  we  like  it. 

We  had  an  excellent  crop  this  year,  raised 

the  best  crops  that  I  ever  raised,  the  most  per 
acre  and  the  best  quality.  The  wheat  in  this 

locality  grows  better  than  in  any  other  section 
that  1  have  seen.  I  believe  that  any  one  who 

is  willing  to  lay  off  his  coat  and  work  can  do 
well  here,  if  they  only  start  as  they  are  able 

and  not  run  things  on  a  big  scale  and  go  in 
debt  for  everything. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  wishing  you  success. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Judson  Beckwith, 

' — Persons  desiring  information  about 
North  Dakota  are  requested  to  address 

the  undersigned,  and  full  attention  will 

be  given  to  every  question  that  may 
be  asked.  Remember  that  all  the 

Brethren  Colonies  in  that  State  are 

located  along  the  line  of  the  Great 

Northern  Railway,  the  pioneer  com- 

pany engaged  in  promoting  the  settle- 
ment of  Free  Government  Land. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 

Chicago,  III. 

Great  Offer— Limited. 

STUD] 
OH  Rid 
OK  CH 

1  I  will  send  sis  copies  "NORMAL 
THE  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY   OF 

MINISTRY,"  (or  only   two  DOL- 
expenses   prepaid. 

Book  and  Chart  Free. 

getber,$l.     Ran-  inilnci-mi-uts  to  agents.    Address 

3-5  C.  E.ARNOLD, 
McPhersou,  Runs. 

I 
No  Cheap  Reprints. 

A  16-page  catalog  describing tlirc-   ■r.It.r.nt     MMk,;,    ,,|   ,,,11- 

Teachers'  Bibles. 
We  have  a    very  fine  and   large    stock   of 

Teachers'  Bibles  in  all  the  various  styles  and 
bindings,  from  Si. 50  upwards.     Send   for  our 

w  Catalogue,  which  will  be  ready  soon. 

Address:  Bbethrfn's  Pub.  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  111. 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

Everybody  who  litis  n  corn  enn  dispose  of  It  by 

sending  for  ttlO-oant  bos  of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 
QUICK  CORN  CURE,  the  champion  of  all  reine- 

os  to  remove  Corns,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

11  take  all  you  have?  The  drat application  stops 
all  pain  and  two  or  thrt-e  applications  remove  the 

It  Iflonw  of  the  greatest  rouiedles  of  Its  kind 
Uncovered— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suf- 
ith  Corns.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
1  cents  in  stamps.  Order  at  once  and  dispose 
it  Corn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 
a  W-cent  box  of  Corn  Cure  and  a  26-cent 

e  of  DTJBBBL'S  FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS  for 
the  Liver  and  Bowels,  the  best  little  Pill  to  oure 
Constipation.  Agents  wanted  In  every  locality. 
Live  agents  can  make  from  $11.00  to  $5.00  per  day. 
Write  quick  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 

Wn.vueMJO. 
1  Co.,  Pa 

California   Colony 
OF'    BRETHREN. 
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The  Eureka  Fence  Post 

The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We 

;  admonished  by  the  1 )giv 
reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 

Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 

church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 

desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 

know  just  where  to  get  it.  "  The  doctrine  of 

the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I 

mersion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  t 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  tc 
ministers,  gi.oo.  Address  this  office  for  furthe 

particulars  concerning_termsto  agents. 

For  the  Fruit  Garden. Iby 

Ohio,  Gregg  an.)  Lunbergcr  KaspU-r 
Blackberrj  plants,  13  Strawberry  Plants,  two  kinds;  th 
Grapevines,  all  furii.co  Order  at  unce.  Send  for  pi 
list  to  W.  L.  Munelman,  Bo*  137,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio 

References,    New    Carlisle,  Ohio,  Bank;    Eld.    He 

Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 

If  You  Are  Going~to"a  North  Dakota 
this  Spring.'You  will  be  Better 

Satisfiedjif  you<Loeate  in 
Wells  and    Foster 

Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  three     rivers     which 

THERE  ARE  numerous    small 

THERE  ARE  fifty  public  schools, 
THERE  ARE  churches  of  all  denominator 

and  good  society, 

THERE  ARE  good   markets,  and  coal  cosl 

THERE  ARE  no  lands  but  what  are  tillable. 

THERE  HAS  BEEN  an  average  of  iwcm 
bushels    of    No.    1     Ha, 

-nitli /of; 

THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of     locating    in    the 
State  too  lar  north,  where 

two  weeks  later  than    in 

Wells  and  foster    Coun- 

THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands  on 

the  high  prices  usually 

THERE  IS  ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  for 

and   the    Nort 

1  Paefi, 

and  Foster  Comities. 

The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 

ifu  Railroad 'has  250,000  acres  of  land  in  Fos- 
ter and  Welts  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re- 

served three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 

the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  io  give  land 

for  a  site,  a.x\<&Jive  hundred  dollars  towards  the 
of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth- 

The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  Sj 

$5  Per  acre,  and  ten  years'  time  is  given, 
with   only  one-tenth   cash  each  year,  at  6  per 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 

the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 

that  they  were  paying  too  much  for  crop-payment 
lands,  and  have  filed  applications  for  land  in 
Foster  and  Wells  Counties. 

If  yon  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 
prices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 
offer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 

and  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 

assist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 

freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 
vestigated.   Write  to 

C.  W.  Mott, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R., 

St.  Paul,  Minn, 
W.  H.  Phipps, 

Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 

DUJBBEL'S Cough  and  Group  Cure. 

tion  ol  the  Throat 
t  is  equally  as  good  for  Coughs 

1  all  I 
We  I 

1  file  1 

■rit.    It  is  sold  strictly  on  its  merits.    "Nc 
Retail  price,  25  cents  per  bottle. 

it  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  induce 
:hild-<aviiig  remedy 

.  Morris,  III.     I  Fr-inl*.  Foig'y,  Ohio. 

IBrethern's Plain  Clothing  I 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 

measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 

sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 

understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 

are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 

Homeseekers'  Excursions. 
The  C.  B.  &  Q.  B.  R,  will,  on  Jan.  14,  28,  ] 
larch  HI,  1S1I6,  sell  tickets  to  all  points  in  j 
is,  Indian  Territory,  Oklahoma,  Texas  (A 
1st  of  and  including  Maricopa).  Points  o 
ois  Central  Railway  in  Kentucky,  Tennesse 
(iasisgippi  and  Louisiana,  except  New  Orleai 
nd   Memphis.    Good  to  return  any  Tuesday   < 

Friday  within  31  days  from  date  of  sa,le. 
Stop  over  allowed,  F.  C.  Remmehs. 

Illi- 

|   Here  Again  for  1896  ! 
ggfl    C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  ioo  pages  Sxio, 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.    Printed  on 
t  quality  of  paper.     It  is  really  the  finest  book  ol  its 

class  published.     Price,  15  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A.  48106 

Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 

that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 

ainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  butr who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 

history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
iment.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 

the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 

f  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 

pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
ites  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 

date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  gi.50  for  cloth 

nding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 

supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 

old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 

Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 

MERCED, 
CALIFORNIA. 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

This  ive  offer  at  Low h..t;,,tiUi  1 

.ow  Rental  of  $1  per  Acre  per  Annum. 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Fine  Home  Market  in  Merced  City.'   Churches  of  many 

t.'ikihK  S"  impi>i-t;iiit  ,h  step  iis  SL-lectint;  .1  home,  investi- 
gate this  opportunity.  You -will  not  regret  it.  We  shall 

take  out  a  "Special  Excursion  Party"  to  Merced  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  20,  1896.  to  be  under  the  special  care  and 
supervision  of  our  agent.  Mr.  Willet  Williams.  For 
circulars,  Illustrated  pamphlets  and  all  other  information, 

address,  WILLET  WILLIAMS.  Aft-ent, 
1 14  330  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  III, 

Buy  a  Globe  Bncubatorand  Brooder 
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The  Gospel  Messenger 
"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  COSPEL."-Pliil.  i:  i7. 

Vol.  34. Motot  Morius,  III.,  Jan.  25,  1896. 
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The   Gospel   Messenger, 
Publiibod  Weekly,  at  Sl.CO  per  Aimnm,  Ij 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

seas,  and  measured  out  the  waters  they  contain, 

has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ocean  bed  as  well 
as  a  perfect  understanding  ot  the  grand  vault  in 

which  the  heavenly  bodies  move  "at  his  bidding. 
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.    HOME  AND  FA  MIL  Y.- 

A  suit  over  a  dime  was  recently  decided  by  the 

United  States  Supreme  Court,  costing  over  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  seems  foolish,  in- 

deed, to  go  to  law  over  a  ten-cent  piece,  and  folly 
to  spend  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
the  courts  to  settle  the  dispute,  but  in  this  case 

a  principle  was  involved,  and  the  suit  was  justifia- 
ble from  a  legal  standpoint,  at  least.  The  suit 

originated  in  this  way:  A  man  and  wife  offered 

an  old,  well-worn  silver  coin  to  a  street-car  con- 
ductor in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  to  pay  their 

fare.  The  conductor  refused  it,  and  as  the  parties 

would  not  pay  it  in  any  other  way,  the  conductor 

put  them  off.  This  led  to  the  suit,  and  one  ap- 
peal after  another  was  taken,  until  it  reached  the 

highest  court  of  the  nation,  and  there  it^was  de- 
cided that  silver  coin  could  not  be  refused  mere- 

ly because  it  is  old  and  worn  by  much  handling. 
The  court  maintained  that  silver  coins  are  legal 

tender  as  long  as  they  bear  the  semblance  of  coin. 
In  the  religious  world  there  are  people  who  are 

disposed  to  refuse  a  doctrine  or  practice,  just  be- 
cause it  is  old,  and  as  they  sometimes  say,  w< 

threadbare  and  will  even  go  so  far  as  to  eject  fn 

the  church  those  who  insist  upon  the'  recognition 

Nature  does  some  curious  things,  even  to  the 

making  of  a  clock.  It  is  reported  that  in  the 
Southern  part  ot  Mexico  a  flower  has  been  dis- 

covered which  in  the  early  morning  appears  white,, 
at  noon  red,  and  at  night  blue.  So  regular  are  the 
changes  made  by  this  flower  that  the  time  of  the 

day  may  correctly  be  determined  by  the  tint  of 
the  flower.  We  will  have  to  call  this  the  red,, 
white  and  blue.  It  reminds  us  of  some  people  we 
come  in  contact  with.  In  the  morning  they  are 

bright;  at  noon  excited  and  in  the  evening  too- 
blue  to  be  of  any  comfort  to  themselves  or  any 

one  else.  They  can  change  their  appearance  and 
condition  as  readily  as  the  Mexico  flower. 

into 

two  grcate 

Christian -w invitation  v 
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We  have  in  the  Brotherhood  about  2,300  minis- 

ters. Among  these  are  men  of  one  talen*,  up  to 
five,  and  possibly  more.  But  some  of  them,  at 

times,  feel  greatly  grieved  because  the  people  do 
not  like  to  hear  them  preach,  and  of  course  blame 
the  people  for  it.  Just  so  long  as  they  do  this 
they  will  not  make  matters  any  better,  but  may 

make  them  a  good  deal  worse.  We  suggest  a  bet- 
ter way.  Let  such  preachers  deliver  short  ser- 

mons,— the  poorer  the  sermon  the  shorter  it  should 
be, — and  put  into  their  brief  discourses  the  very 
best  matter  they  can  command,  and  they  will  soon 

notice  a  change  in  the  expression  of  the  people. 
A  minister,  even  of  very  ordinary  ability,  who  has 

judgment  enough  to  preach  short  sermons,  will 
generally  be  listened  to  with  interest.  There  are 

very  fe^v  preachers  in  this  world  who  have  the 
ability  to  interest  an  audience  one  hour,  and  these 

seldom  preach  that  long,  especially  in  their  home 

congregations.         

The  ocean,  as  a  body,  is  one  of  the  great  prob- 
lems of  the  earth.  We  know  something  of  its 

surface,  its  metes  and  bounds,  and  have  learned 

to  fear  its  power,  but  beneath  it,  and  all  through 
it,  are  mysteries  that  man  cannot  solve.  In  places 
its  depths  cannot  be  fathomed  and  its  bottom  is 
strewn  with  treasures  we  are  not  able  to  reach. 
It  holds  in  its  embrace  secrets  the  world  can  never 

know.  Its  depth  in  places  is  wonderful.  An  at- 
tempt was  recently  made  to  sound  the  Pacific 

Ocean  near  the  coast  of  Japan,  but  the  measuring 
wire  broke  at  the  depth  of  five  and  a  half  miles, 

a  distance  approximating  the  height  of  the  loftiest 
mountain,  Mount  Everett,  which  is  situated  in  the 

Himalaya  range,  to  the  north  of  India.  How 
much  deeper  the  water  is  at  the  point  referred  to 
cannot  yet  be  determined,  but  it  must  be  near  six 
miles,  so  that  from  the  lowest  place  in  the  ocean 

to  the  highest  point  of  land  in  the  world  is  not  far 
from   twelve   miles.     But  he  who  made  the  great  | 
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To  work  a  faithful  horse  as  long 

prove  profitable,  and  then  turn  him 
commons  to  die,  is  considered  inhu 

then,  must  be  thought  of  the  churchi 

no  provision  for  their  poor  and  wornout  minis- 
ters? In  far  too  many  instances  these  faithful 

servants,  after  they  are  too  old  to  be  of  any  use 
to  the  church,  are  passed  over  to  the  world  to  feed 
and  clothe  until  death  calls  them  hence.  Com- 

menting on  this  subject,  the  Pres&yterian,  Philadel- 

phia, says:  "  In  the  Episcopal  Church,  chiefly  in 
the  diocese  of  New  York,  they  are  discussing  the 

subject  of  'The  Necessity  and  Duty  of  Providing 
a  Retiring  Fund  for  the  Clergy  of  the  Church,  of 
which  an  Aged  or  Disabled  Presbyter  can  Avail 

himself  without  Humiliation.'  It  is  a  subject 
worth  discussing,  and  may  be  very  wisely  taken  up 

and  considered  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Chris- 
tian church.  In  the  City  of  New  York  a  pol 

man  can  retire,  upon  an  adequate  allowance,  a 

thirty  years'  service.  In  a  much  higher  sphere, 
officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States 

can  retire,  or  be  retired,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 

years  and  receive  a  pension,  which  is  called  'pay,' and  which  will  support  him  comfortably  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  takes  this  without 

'any  sense  of  humiliation.'  The  Christian  minis- 
try should  fare  as  well  as  these  two  classes  of  offi- 

cials. In  a  tentative  way, — though  in  a  very  good 

way, — the  Presbyterian  church  is  following  in  the 
wake  of  the  state.  It  should  take  up  the  work  in 

an  enlarged  and  definite  way,  and  make  its  'retir- 
ing fund'  a  fund  for  all  its  veteran  clergy,  without 

any  regard  to  the  question  whether  they  are  'dis- 

abled '  or  not." 

f  The   Greek   Church    numbers   millions,    and    so>  H 

docs  the  Roman  Catholic.     During  the  early  cen- 
turies they  were  united,  but   for  a  thousand  years,, 

or  nearly  so,  they  have  existed  as  separate  bodies,,         -g 
the   former   predominating   in   the    East,    and    the     « gj 
latter  in  the  West.     The  present   Pope  would   like     qS 
to  see  the  two  bodies  reunited,   and  a  few  months     |  N 

ago  addressed  a   letter   to   the    dignitaries   of   the 

Greek  Church,  inviting  them  to  take  into  consid- 
eration measures  to  bring  about  the  union  of  the 

lesiastical    organizations     in    the 
The  Greeks  did   not  take  to  the 

riously.     Lately  the  Patriarch  of 

the  Greek  Church,   the   Archbishop   of  Constanti- 
nople and  ten  other  bishops  of   renown,  addressed 

H»"it""r  I  a  letter  to  the  world,  in  which  they  give  the  Roman  j ''•  »  I    
UatflOIlVS  CO  UUUtil&bdUU    iu.il,    i.    ...... 

they  should  return  to  the  old  mother  church  thai 

they  left  centuries  ago,  put  away  their  doctrinal  er- 

rors, get  rid  of  the  pretensions  to  infallibility  in  the 
Pope,  adopt  trine  immersion  as  the  original  form 
of  baptism,  and  accept  other  obligations  named. 
While  the  Greeks  possess  very  little,  if  any  more 

personal  piety  than  the  Roman  Catholics,  still  it 
must  be  conceded  that  they  have  the  advantage 

of  them  in  the  question  of  union.  It  is  not  proba- 
ble that  a  union  between  the  two  bodies  will  ever 

be  effected,  and  upon  the  part  of  the  Greeks  it 
does  not  seem  desirable,  only  in  proportion  as  the 
Roman  Catholics  are  willing  to  return  to  the  Ori- 

ental church  and  her  practice. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES   FROM  FOREKJN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Twenty-eight. 
Tenth  Day,  Friday,  Oct.  iS,  /Sqs- 

We  rose  early;  the  weather  was  cool  and  over- 

coats very  comfortable.  At  6:45  we  started  on  our 
southward  journey,  now  heading  for  Jerusalem, 

ascending  a  very  steep  and  rocky  hill  by  bridle 

paths.  We  cannot  describe  to  you  the  roughness 

of  these  roads,  because  you  could  not  believe  that 

t  would  be  possible  for  horses  to  pass  over  them 

n  safety,  and  we  are  sure  our  horses  could  not.  It 
s  astonishing  how  these  horses  do  it.  And  though 

ve  rode  up  and  down  over  rocks,  that  it  would  be 

upposed  only  wild  goats  could  do  in  safety,  yet, 

n  all  our  travel,  our  horse  did  not  make  a  single 
tumble.     We  give  them  loose  reins,  and  they  pick 

'ith 
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trust   them   with  enti 

have   had    the   trainin 

scend  rocky  hills  wl 
a  half  dozen   little  1 

alike  rough  that  we 
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derful   pn 

e-   1 

fety, 

pla 

the sion,  so  that  you 

specially  such  as 
:es  we  would  de- auld  be,  perhaps, 

.nd  they  were  so rn  paths 
mid  not  know  which  one  to 
e  would  leave  our  horses  do 

d  they  would  invariably  take 

the  best  way, — in  some  cases  stepping  down  over 

rocks  one  and  two  feet  high, — and  do  it  so  smooth- 
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We  became 

nd  felt  like 
at  the  end 

ly  that  no  jar  is  felt  by  the  ri 

wonderfully  attached  to  our  ho 

giving  them  a  good  big  "  backshi 
of  our  journey. 

As  we  were  ascending  the  hill  we  met  a  large 

number  of  native  women  coming  down  with  great 
burdens  on  their  heads,  some  baskets  filled  with 

vegetables;  others,  great  bundles  of  wood,  enough, 

seemingly,  to  crush  them  to  the  ground,  and  yet, 

though  they  had  come  for  miles,  they  trudged 

along  quite  lively.  One  woman  we  noticed  among 
them,  who  carried  a  donkey  load  of  wood,  tied  in  a 

bundle.  In  her  arms  she  had  a  small  child,  nurs- 

ing it  as  she  walked  along,  This  she  did  coming 

down  a  very  rough  and  steep  hill,  without  touch- 
ing the  wood  on  her  head  with  her  hands.  And 

;  in  no  way  fastened,  but  so  well  bal- 

d  kept  so  in  walking,— that  it,  seeming- 
3  no  effort.  To  us  it  seemed  impossible, 

'e  passed  her,  we  stopped  our  horse  ami 
md,  to  see  it  fall  off  or  the  mother  fall 
kill  both  herself  and  child.  But  our 

needless,  as  she  walked  right  along. — 
and  soon  we  met  others  doing  the  same  thing. 

The  thought  came  to  us:  If  these  women*  ever  get 
to  heaven  they  will  surely  enjoy  it.  That  is,  they 
will  have  much  resting  to  do  from  their  labors. 

With  these  women  big,  stout  men  came  along, 

riding  on  donkeys,  carrying  not  a  single  thing. 
This,  to  our  party,  was  aggravating  and  we  felt  like 

giving  them  a  bit  of  our  mind.  Of  course,  we 
could  not  do  it,  and  if  we  could,  it  would  have 

done  no  good,  as  the  servitude  of  women  has  be- 

come an  established  custom  and  it  is  so  accepted 
by  both  parties. 

The  first  point  of  interest  we  came  to  is  the  site 

of   the   ancient    Dothan,   where  Joseph   found   his 
brethren,  revealed  his  drrams,  and  was  cast  into  a 

pit.     It  is  on  a  hij,l.  as  „aLl.xJJiB?  Jin/t 
North  Dakota  ai 

yet  it 
anced,- 

Iy,  reqi 

fears  1 

The  mounts  are  opposite,  and  though  the  exact 

spots  are  not  known,  where  the  persons  stood  when 

reading,  it  Is  quite  certain  that  these  are  the 
mounts,  and  that  we  stood  very  near  to  the  place 
where  the  multitude  were.  As  we  read  this 

twenty-seventh  chapter  and  then  look  around  the 
place  and  over  the  land,  and  also  see  the  condition 

of  the  Jews  of  to-day,  it  is  very  apparent  that  the 
cursings  came  to  the  land  and  people,  instead  of 

the  blessings. 
Leaving  this  place  we  come  to  Sychar,  near  by, 

where  the  tomb  of  Joseph  is  pointed  out,  and  we 

come  to  the  well  of  Jacob.  Of  all  the  places  of 
Bible  incidents  in  Palestine,  none  seems  to  be 

better  established  than  this  one, — and  we  are  made 

to  feel  that  we  are  in  very  deed  at  the  place  where 

Father  Jacob  was,  and  we  looked  down  into  the 
same  well  from  which  he  drew  and  drank  water. 

This  is  the  same  well  where  Christ  sat  on  his  mem- 

orable visit  to  Samaria,  as  given  in  John  4:  5-42. 
The  whole  scene  came  most  vividly  before  us  as  we 

sat  there  and  took  in  the  surroundings.  The 

women,  as  of  old,  were  seen  going  back  and  forth, 

and  we  were  made  to  think,  what  a  blessing  it 

would  now  be,  if  the  same  soul-loving  Christ  could 

be  here  and  speak  into  their  souls  the  hope  of 

salvation  and  eternal  life.  Above  all  the  places 

we  have  yet  seen,  this  was  the  most  impressive  and 

we  shall  never  forget  the  short  time  spent  at 

Jac>  b's  well  with  the  tomb  of  Joseph,  and  Sychar 

B 

As  we  contim 

distance,  the  toi 

and  step-son  of 

place  of  several 
After  an  hou 

rocky  bluffs,  we 
cient  Shiloh,  wl 

ed  southward  \ 

lbs  of  Phineha 
at 

juested  to  add 

this  countr^ynd  at  the  foot  of  this  hill  there  is  a 
well  into  wtrJfch.  it  is  said,  Joseph  was  cast.  As  the 

well,  at  this/dry  season  of  the  year,  is  filled  with 

water,  it  is  >|ot  at  all  likely  that  it  can  be  the  pit 

into  which' Joseph  was  cast.  But  as  some  very 
unlikely  things  are  pointed  out  all  over  this  land, 
we  must  accept  them  with  a  degree  of  allowance. 
It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that  this  is  indeed  the 

land  of  Dothan,  and  that  it  was  once  trod  by  the 

feet  of  the  fathers,- Abram,  Isaac,  Jacob  and  Jo- 
seph and  his  brethren. 

At  noon  we  lunched  in  an  orchard  of  fig  trees. 

Though  the  season  was  gone  by,  there  were  still 

some  on  the  trees,  though  of  an  inferior  quality. 

Next  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Sama- 

ria,— only  a  few  mud  huts,  a  Mohammedan  mosque, 
and  a  Greek  church.  Inside  of  the  latter  is  marked 

the  tomb  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  some  old  ruins. 

From  here  we  went  to  Nablous, — or  the  ancient 

Shechem,  where  we  -pitched  our  tents.  After  a 
short  rest  in  our  tents  we  were  conducted  through 

the  town.  Though  there  are  some  fairly  good 

buildings,  the  streets  are  narrow  and  dirty,  and 

filled  with  a  shiftless  looking  people,  who  seem  to 

be  living  without  a  purpose. 

Eleventh  Day,  Saturday,  Oct,  IQ. 

After  a  good  night's  rest  we  left  camp  at  seven 

o'clock,  and,  passing  through  the  town,  came  to 
the  Mounts  of  Blessings  and  Cursings  (Deut.  27: 

14),  Gerizim  and  Ebal.  As  the  "blessings"  and 

"cursings"  were  read  from  the  mounts,  our  party 
was  anxious  to  know  if  the  reading  could  be  heard 
in  the  flat  or  hollow  between,  and  to  make  the  test, 

one  of  our  party  climbed  upon  Mt.  Ebal,  which  is 

quite  high,  the  other  one  on  Mt.  Gerizim,  and  we 

stood  between  the  two.  When  up,  different  Scrip- 
ture passages  were  read,  and  though  the  wind  was 

blowing  some  at  the  time,  it  was  surprising  with 

what  distinctness  the  readings  could  be  heard  by 

md   Eleazar—  son 
m—  and  lunched  at  Lebonah,  a 
;es  and  a  good  spring, 

de   through   ravines  and  over 

:nded  a  steep  hill  to  the  an- 
there  are  the  ruins  of  an  old 

castle,  c^  if  the  supposed  spots^  where  the  taber- 

nacle stood,  (Jeremiah   7:   12)  and  where   a   feast 

was  annually  held.     "  Then  they  said',  Behold,  there 
is  a  feast  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh  yearly,  in  a  place 

which  is   on   the    north    side   of   Bethel,    on   the 

east  side  of  the  highway  that  goeth  up  from  Beth- 

el to  Shechem,  and  on  the  south  of  Lebonah." 

Judges  21:  19. 
This  description  is  so  precise  that  no  room  for 

doubt  is  left  as  to  the  locality,  yet  on  the  same 

hill,  a  little  north,  is  another  high  peak  with  an- 
cient ruins,  which  is  also  said  to  be  the  place 

where  the  tabernacle  was  located.  We  were  on 

both  of  them,  and  had  grand  views  of  the  sur- 

rounding country.  This  was  also  the  residence 
of  Eli,  where  he  received  the  sad  intelligence  that 

Israel  was  overcome  by  the  Philistines,  the  death 

of  his  sons  and  the  capture  of  the  Ark  of  th 

As  we  stood  on  these  heights  we  could  almost  see 

the  hosts  in  battle  array  on  the  plains  below, — the 
defeat,  retreat  and  slaughter  of  the  hosts  of  Israel, 

— the  messengers,  in  great  haste,  running  for  the 
Mount  of  Shiloh,  bearing  the  sad  tidings  to  the 

priest,  his  receiving  the  news  and  falling  back 

from  his  seat  and  dying.  "And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  he  made  mention  of  the  ark  of  God,  that  he 

fell  from  off  the  seat  backward,  by  the  side  of  the 

gate,  and  his  neck  brake,  and  he  died."  (1  Sam. 4:  18.) 

From  here  we  made  a  circuitous  course  over  hills 

and  rocks,  and  turned  in  at  Singel  where  we 

pitch  our  tents  for  the  last*  time,  on  the  present 
journey. 

Thi 
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Twelfth  Day,  Sunday,  Oct.  20,  \ 

'illage   without  any   Bible 
e,  and  we  name  it  only  a 

Sunday  morning  and  01 

so  nearly  ended,  we  all  feel  like 

happy  little  band,  hallelujah," to   make   for  the  end.     The  m 

imping  place, rland  journey 

nd  are   now  ready 

rning   is    cool   and 

"Holy  City."  The  country  and  bridle-paths,  as  we 
approach  the  city,  are  exceedingly  hilly  and 

rough,  and,  still  near*-,  the  land  is  terraced  and 
planted  in  olive  trees,  which  are  bending  with 

fruit,  and  the  people  are  busy  gathering.  This  is 

done  by  shaking  and  switching  them  to  the  ground 

where  they  are  gathered  by  women  into  baskets, 
then  into  sacks  and  boxes,  loaded  on  the  backs 

of  donkeys  and  taken  to  market.  When  the  dis- 
tance is  considerable,  camels  are  used,  carrying 

loads  that  weigh  from  nine  to  fourteen  hundred 

pounds.  All  the  country  around  is  covered  by 
vast  olive  orchards,  so  that  olives  are  one  of  the 

staple  productions,  and  give  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  people. 

We  next  pass  through  Ain  el  Haramlyeh  or 

"  Robbers'  Caves  "  and  the  loneliness  of  the  sur- 

roundings seems  to  justify  the  name.  A  person 

that  is  a  little  timorous  and  possesses  a  vivid  im- 
agination, could  readily  see  the  robbers  peeping 

from  behind  the  craggy  and  projecting  rocks,  but 

we  were  not  disturbed,  either  imaginary  or  really. 

After  ascending  another  hill  we  had  our  first  view 

of  Jerusalem  and  the  great  mosques,  minarets, 

steeples,  etc.,  as  they  reflected  the  afternoon  sun, 

made  an  imposing  sight,  and  we  all  felt  like  lift- 
ing our  hats  and  thanking  the  Lord  for  his  watch- 

ful care  over  us,  and  for  the  privilege  of  viewing 

the  city,  from  whence  issued  the  Fountain  for 

cleansing  the  world  from  the  power  of  sin. 

We  might  have  become  enraptured  and  went 
off  in  a  fit  of  ecstasies  as  some  have  done,  at  the 

first  sight,  but  we  were  not  so  constituted,  neither 
did  we  see  cause  for  such  demonstration. 

We  next  came  to  Betin,  which  is   Bethel,  which 

means,   "the  house  of  God."     But  the  house  long 
since,  has  been  destroyed,  and  God,  evidently,  has 

left  the  place.     It  was  near  this   place  that  Abram 
made  his  second  stop  in   Palestine,   on  his  journey, 

outhwardTrom  Harari  {Gen!  12":  H),  ~'tnd Called 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord."     In  Joshua's  division  of 

the  territory  among  the  tribes,  it  was  allotted  to 

Benjamin,  and  under  Jeroboam  it  became  the  cen- 
ter  of   the   worship    of   Jehovah    in    the    Northern 

kingdom.     It  is  now  a  village   of  some  four  hun- 
dred inhabitants,  and  presents  all  the  appearances 

of  misery,  poverty  and  desolation. 
Further  on  was  shown  the  place  where  Abraham 

stood  and  offered  the  choice  of  the  land  to  his 

nephew  Lot,  and  quite  a  view  could  be  had  from 

the  point  noted.  This  is  only  supposition,  of 
course.  At  Beerath  we  stopped  for  lunch  and  rest. 

The  place  owes  its  name  to  the  abundant  water  sup- 

ply, as  here  .we  found  an  excellent  spring  of  fresh 

water  which  is  quite  a  prize  in  this  country,  as  wa- 

ter is  very  scarce  during  the  dry  season.  Tradi- 
tion says  that  this  is  the  place  where  Mary  and 

Joseph*  first  discovered  the  absence  of  the  child 

Jesus  from  their  company.  * 
As  we  approach  still  nearer  to  the  city  we  have 

pointed  out  to  us,  Mizpeh,  Rama,  Gibeah  of  Saul, 
etc.,  all  of  Bible  note,  and  may  speak  of  them 
hereafter. 

Now  we  are  on  the  Jaffa  road,  enter  the  Jaffa 

gate,  and  at  four  o'clock  halt  and  dismount  at  the 
Grand  New  Hotel,  which  will  be  our  home  dur- 

ing our  stay  in  the  city.  Here  we  met  brother 
and  sister  Miller,  and  once  more  we  are  a  united 

party. 
Though  this  overland  trip,  down  through  Pal- 

estine, was  one  that  we  were  all  exceedingly  anx- 

ious to  make,  yet,  because  of  the  unsettled  con- 
dition of  the  people  in  the  country,  through  which 

we  had  to  pass,  and  the  probable  dangers  that  we 

might  have  to  meet,  we  started,  entertaining  some 

doubts  and  fears.  But,  trusting  in  the  Lord,  who 

is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  we  were  most  gra- 
ciously preserved  from    all  harm  and  danger,  and 

us   who  were   midway  betw 
ndertook   it,   as,  in 

the   two    mounts,  I  saddle   with   our  faces  turned   towards   the    once  \  making  it,  we  saw  and  learned  much  that  makes 
pleasant,  and  at   7  o'clock  we  are  once 

in  the  I  are  now  truly  glad   that 



January  25,  1896. THE   GOSPEL   MIESSIEITGEII. 

5i 

us  stronger  in  the  faith  of  the  Master,,  and,  we 

trust,  will  be  helpful  to  us  in  our  work  for  the 

church  and  in  further  promoting  the  cause  of  the 

Master.  And  in  saying  this  we  feel  that  we  voice 

the  sentiments  of  all  in  our  party. 
A  few  words  as  to  our  dragoman,  who  so  ef- 

ficiently conducted  us  through,  and  we  are  done 

with  this  part  of  our  journey.  In  a  journey  of 

this  kind,  much  of  the  safety,  pleasure  and  profit 

of  it  depends  on  the  efficiency  and  possibilities  of 

the  one  who  has  charge  and  conducts  the  party. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  for  our  dragoman, 

Mr.  Dimitri  N.  Tadros,  a  citizen  of  Jerusalem,  a 

man  of  education,  experience  and  familiar  with 

the  different  languages  used  in  the  country,  and 

well  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  the  coun- 

try, and  the  places  of  interest  to  tourists.  He  is 
affable  and  courteous,  and  careful  as  to  the  safety 

and  well-being  of  those  who  place  themselves  un- 
der his  care.  He  supplied  us  with  good  and  safe 

horses,  excellent  board,  comfortable  tents  and 

beds,  and,  on  the  whole,  gave  us  a  safe,  pleasant 

and  enjoyable  tour  through  Palestine,  from  Da- 

mascus to  Jerusalem.  We  can  cheerfully  recom- 

mend him  to  those  who  may  wish  to  make  a  simi- 

lar journey.  h.  b.  b. 

ever  was,  and  so  ought  Christians  to  be.  Nothing 
can  make  us  really  and  abidingly  happy  but  this 
godlikeness  of  self-sacrifice.  Not  until  we  find 

it  "  more  Messed  to  give  than  to  receive,"  will  we 
know  the  blessedness  of  Christ's  rest.  See  Acts 

20:35  and  Matt.  11:29.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to 
be  a  Christian.  It  is  nothing  less  than  very  God 
manifest  in  our  flesh.  God  in  Christ  will  not  help 

us  unless  "  Christ  is  in  us  the  hope  of  glory." 
Gal.  2:  20  and  Col.  1 :  27.  "  The  love  of  Christ  con- 

strained us,"  and  "  we  live  not  unto  ourselves, 

but  unto  Him  who  died  for  us,  and  rose  again." 

Cor.  5:  14,  15.  "  The  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
Keeps  our  hearts  and  minds 

s."  Philpp.  4:  7.  "  We  endure 
is  invisible,"  and  "  rejoice  with 
d  full  of  glory."  Heb.  11:27 
When    we    are    weak    we    are 

all   understanding, 

through  Christ  Jes 

as  seeing  Him  wh< 

joy  unspeakable   s 
and    1    Pet.    1:8. 

strong,"   "  we  glory  in   our  infirmitie; 
pleasure  in  reproaches,  in  necessities 

tions,  in  distresses   for  Christ's  sake.' 
9,   10.     The  naturally 
experience,    and   the   unseen   world   is 

real   and    potent   than   things   seen   ar 
Matt.  21:21,  22  and  2  Cor.  4:1s.     Ver 

are   "a  chosen  generation,  a    royal  p: 

•BSSAYS,<- 
w  thyself  a 

AFTER  MANY  DAYS. 

I  sit  beside  my  flying  loom, 
I  toss  the  shuttle  to  and  fro; 

The  sunlight  floods  the  quiet  room, 
Making  the  pattern  gleam  and  glow. 

Without,  autumnal  glories  shine; 

Through  warp  and  woof  rich  shadows  play; — 
Would  God  it  were  more  fair  and  fine, 

This  web  that  groweth  day  by  day! 

'         '        I  weave  and  weave  till  day  is  done; — 
But  who  will  bleach  the  linen  white, 

By  alchemy  of  rain  and  sun, 
Hot  summer  noons,  and  dewy  night? 

And  who  its  shining  length  will  wear? 
Under  its  folds  what  heart  will  hide 

Its  stress  of  passion,  or  of  prayer, 
Of  wordless  bliss,  or  love  denied? 

I  plant  a  tree  beside  my  gate; 
Slowly  it  rises,  fair  and  tall; 

With  prophecy  of  royal  state 
It  towers  above  the  old  gray  wall! 

But  who  will  see  it  in  its  prime? 
What  lovers  seek  its  leafy  ways? 

What  bard  unborn,  with  song  and  rhyme, 
Wed  its  green  boughs  to  deathless  lays? 

I  build  a  mansion  wide  and  fair; 
I  rear  its  towers  of  fretted  stone; 

But  who  shall  breathe  its  happy  air? 
Who  call  its  sheltering  roof  his  own? 

What  guests  shall  throng  its  chambers  fine? 

What  feet  youth's  joyous  measures  tread 

When  I  have  drained  life's  last  red  wine, 

And  grass  grows  green  above  my  head? 
On  the  soft  air  I  loose  a  song; 

From  pole  to  pole  it  drifteth  far; 
It  floateth  fast,  it  floateth  long, 

Inconsequent  as  breezes  are! 
But  who  will  hear  it  as  it  flies 

Through  shadowy  spaces,  vast  and  dim, 
And  lure  it  from  the  lonely  skies, 

When  I  have  done  with  song  and  hymn? 

— Julia  C.  R.  Dorr  in  the  Independent. 

"FOR  MY  SAKE."-Matt.  5=»- 

BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 

Dearly  Beloved  in  Christ:— 

Sin  makes  selfish,  while  love  makes  libera
l 

and  self-sacrificing.  The  great  secret  of  Christiani- 

ty is  to  love  as  God  loves.  And  how  God  loves 

we  can  see  in  John  3: 16,  2  Cor.  8: 9  and  Luke 

9:  58.  Unless  this  love  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts 

by  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  are  not  the  children  of 

God.  Rom.  5:5  and  1  John  4: 7"10'  This  love 

will  make  Acts  2:44  and  4:32  the  standing  rule 

of  the  church.  Alas,  how  far  is  this  from  being 

the  fact  to-day!    God  is  as  liberal  to-day  as  he 

persecu- 

Cor.  12: 
iur  daily 

to  us  more 

d  temporal, 

ly  the  saints iesthood,  an 

as  portrayed  in  2  Cor.  3:  18  and  4:  6,  will  reach  its 
climax  in  the  advent  of  our  adorable  Redeemer. 

"Christ  the  firstfruits;  afterward  they  that  are 

Christ's  at  his  coming."  1  Cor.  15:23.  Our  citizen- 
ship is  in  heaven;  from  whence  also  we  look  for 

the  Savior,  the  Lordjtsits  Christ:  who  shall  change 

our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  FASHIONED  LIKE 
UNTO  HIS  GLORIOUS  BODY,  according  to  the 

working  whereby  lie  is  able  even  to  subdue  all 

things  unto  Himself."  Philpp.  3:20,  21.  That 
power  has  been  displayed  in  the  resurrection,  and 
is  even  now  working  mightily  in  them  that  believe. 

Eph.  1:  19,  20  and  Col.  1:  29.  The  indwelling 
Christ  is  the  indubitable  assurance  of  our  ultimate 

coronation  with  Him.  "  If  the  Spirit  of  Him  that 
raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwell  in  you,  He 

that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead  shall  also 
quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  His  Spirit  that 

dwelieth  in  you."  Rom.  8:11.  Glorious  prospect! 
Fellowship  of  life,  fellowship  of  glory,  fellowship 

of  joy,  one  with  Christ  in  all  the  unspeakable  rev- 
elations of  the  Godhead  forever  and  ever!  Let 

it  be  our  high  and  holy  ambition  to  be  CHRISTIANS: 
not    imitators    of    each    other,   but   disciples,    and 

holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people."     I  Pet.  2:  9. 
How  many  of  us  belong  to  this  elect  family? 

A  little  flock."  Luke  12:  32.  '■  Many  called,  few 
chosen."  Matt.  20:  16.  Many  profess,  few  possess. 
The  cross  of  Christ  is  the  test.  The  carnal  mind 

shrinks;  the  regenerate  heart  welcomes.  "  My 
brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers 

temptations;  knowing  this,  that  the  trying  of  your 

faith  worketh  patience."  James  1:2,  3.  "  In  your 

patience  possess  ye  your  souls."  Luke  21:19. 
"The  God  of  patience"  is  the  source  of  all  pa- 

tience in  the  saints.  Rom.  15:5  and  Col.  I:  II. 

Such  souls  can  sing  songs  of  praise  in  the  "  inner 

prison"  with  "the  feet  fast  in  the  stocks,"  and 
"rejoice  that  they  are  counted  worthy  to  suffer 
shame  for  His  name."     Acts  16:  24,  25  and  5:  41. 

This  is  religion,  and  only  this.  Who  believes  it? 

Who  realizes  and  exemplifies  it?  All  who  incar- 
nate Christ.  God  did  not  come  in  the  flesh  to 

gather  an  elect  of  self-seeking  Antinomians.  Only 

those  born  of  God,  who  are  "  partakers  of  the  di- 
vine nature,"  can  joyfully  "  look  for  that  blessed 

hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great 

God.  and  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ."  Titus  2:  13. 
The  saints  "  love  His  appearing."  2  Tim.  4: 8. 
Their  "  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God,"  earnestly 
waiting  for  the  advent  of  the  Bridegroom,  groaning 

within  themselves  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  re- 

demption of  the  body.  Rom.  8:  19-23.  This  fact 

is  specially  consolatory  to  you  in  your  invalidism 

and  helplessness.  He  is  not  only  with  you  now 

as  your  life  and  peace  and  hope,  but  He  will  come 
1  you  will  "  see  him  as  he  is, 
I  John  3:2.  Every  pang  that 

body  is  a  prophecy  of  the  "  far 
1  eternal  weight  of  glory."  In 

mation,  you  may  truly 

hich  is  but  for  a  mo- 

again  in  person 
and  be  like  him 
darts  through  y< 

more  exceeding  and 

view  of  this  glorious  consu 

say,   "  our  light  affliction, 
ment."     2  Cor.  4:  17. 

The  second  advent  of  Christ  is  as  certain  as  the 

first.  His  work  on  earth  is  not  yet  done.  The 

"  until  "  in  Acts  3:21  is  a  period  of  momentous  im- 

port. No  wonder  the  Christian  is  always  jubilant, 

even  if  prostrate  for  years  on  the  couch  of  suf- 

fering. The  song  of  his  soul  ever  is,  "I  know 
whom  I  have  believed,  and  zm  persuaded  that  He  is 

able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto 

Him  against  that  day."  2  Tim.  i:  12.  There  is 

a  blessed  counterpart  to  this  in  the  pressing,  loving 

injunction,  "that  good  thing  which  was  committed 

unto  thee,  keep  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  dwelieth 

in  us."  '2  Tim.  I:  14.  "Kept  by  the  power  of  Gou 
through  faith  unto  salvation  ready  to  be  revealed 

IN  THE  LAST  TIME."       I   Pet.  $. 

What  a  present  beatitude!  What  an  inspiring 
Now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth 

ppear  what  we  shall  be."     We  are  Christs   ure  and  have  heaven  by  prelibation.     By 

faith  we  reckon  according  to  Paul  in  Rom.  8:  18. 

The  process  now  going  on  in  our  renewed  na
ture, 

hope!     " 
not  yet 

i  duplicates  of  Emmanuel.  Let  the 
1  Heb.  12:  2  be  the  consecration  of  our 
for  time  and  eternity. 

:lose  without  thanking  you  that  "  your 
hath  flourished  again."  Philpp.  4:  10. 

rity  I  can  say  that  "  I  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  greatly "  that  there  are  still  some  who  re- 

member that  Christ  has  a  pen-minister  whose  work 
He  sustains  by  ravens  whom  He  commissions  by 

the  Holy  Spirit  to  carry  His  bounty.     My  bank  is 

apo 

In   all 

founded    on     the 

Philpp.   4:  19;    Col 

and  Christ  is  God's. Union  Deposit,  Pa, 

nfinite    resourc 

2:  9,    10.     "\ 

1  Cor.  3:  23. 
of    Jehovah, 

are    Christ's; 

"THE  LORD  OUR  RIOHTEOUSNESS."-Jer.  aj"6. 

I1Y  S.  N,  M'CANN. 
Number  Four. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin, 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."— 2 Cor.  5:  21. 

To  Refuse  to  Obey  a  Command  of  Jesus  Throws  us 

Back  Upon  Our  Works,  and  then  We  Have  but  a  Rel- 
ative Degree  of  Holiness. 

While  our  works  are  not  meritorious  in  the 

work  of  salvation,  they  cannot  be  willfully  with- 
held without  cutting  off  our  only  ground  of  merit. 

While  our  obedience  does  not  make  a  factor  in  the 

work  of  justification,  to  withhold  our  obedience  in 
the  smallest  thing  severs  us  from  Christ,  our  only 

ground  of  merit. 
To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  become  lord  and  master 

ourselves,  instead  of  allowing  Jesus  to  be  such  to 

us.     John  13:  13-15. 
To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  say  that  we  know  better 

what  is  our  duty  than  did  our  Dear  Father  in 

heaven.     John  14:  24. 
To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  seek  to  please  men  and 

not  God.     Gal.  1:  10. 
To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  say  our  works  are  worth 

more  than  the  works  of  Jesus,  our  Savior. 
To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  offend  in  one  point  and 

become  guilty  of  all.    James  2:  10. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  say,  "  Lord,  Lord,"  and 
not  do  the  things  that  Jesus  said.     Matt.  7:  21. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  know  to  do  good  and  do 

it  not.    James  4:  17. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is 
the  Word.     James  2:  25. 

To  obey  all  that  we  are  commanded  to  do  is  to 
be  but  an  unprofitable  servant,  but  to  refuse  to 

obey  anything  that  we  are  commanded  to  do  will 
cut  off  Christ  our  Righteousness,  and  we  be- 

come servants  of  the  devil.     Luke  17:  10. 

"Lord,  not  my  will  but  thine"  is  the  life-long 
plea  of  the  man  who  has  Christ  for  his  holiness. 
"  Father,  it  is  so  little  that  I  do;  help  me  to  do 

more,"  is  the  bent  of  his  mind. 
While  the  man  who  depends  upon  his  works  is 

seeking  to  find  an  excuse  for  less  work,  the  man 

forgetful  hearer  of 
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who  depends  alone  upon  the  righteousness  of  Je- 
sus is  seeking  and  longing  for  the  opportunity  and 

the  ability  to  do  more  work. 

While  the  man  who  depends  upon  his  work  is 

seeking  an  excuse  to  gratify  his  lust  for  fashion- 
able dress  and  fashionable  society,  seeking  an  ex- 

cuse to  gratify  perverted  appetite  for  tobacco, 
stimulants  and  the  like,  the  man  who  depends 

alone  upon  Jesus  is  battling  with  every  sin  and 

every  evil  in  himself,  in  the  world,  in  dress,  appe- 
tite, thought,  word  and  all,— crying  out  in  the  ago- 

ny of  his  spirit,  "Who  shall  deliver  me  from  this 

body  of  death,"  instead  of  seeking  an  excuse  to 
go  on  in  sin.     Rom.  7:  24. 

While  the  man  who  depends  upon  himself,  is 

seeking  to  justify  his  failures  by  the  failures  of 
others,  the  man  who  is  consecrated,  having  Christ 

as  his  substitute,  is  mourning  over  his  failures  and 

earnestly  pleading  for  strength  to  overcome  them. 
While  the  man  who  depends  upon  his  obedience 

for  justification  rivals  the  lukewarm  and  careless 
to  see  who  can  be  most  like  the  world  and  yet 

be  counted  a  Christian, — the  one  who  depends  not 
upon  his  works  but  upon  Christ,  our  sanctification, 
strives  to  see  more  and  more  of  the  likeness  of 

Jesus  in  his  life. 

The  man  who  trusts  his  obedience  is  apt  to  be 
concerned  about  what  people  think  ur  say  about 
his  obeying  this  command  or  that  one,  but  the 

man  who  trusts  Christ's  obedience  is  concerned 
to  know  what  his  Master  would  have  him  to  do,  for 
he  loves  Jesus. 

The  man  who  obeys  in  order  to  get  to  heaven, 

will  find  some  things  that  he  don't  need  to  do 

in  God's  Word,  but  the  man  who  obeys  because 
he  is  perfect,  because  he  is  holy,  Christ  being 
his  righteousness,  never  finds  a  non-essential  in 

God's  Holy  Word. 
The  man  who  obeys  because  it  is  his  duty  to 

obey,  will  often  find  an  excuse,  but  the  man  who 
obeys  because  he  is  consecrated,  will  never  find 
an  excuse. 

If  Christ  could  only  be  Lord  and  Master,  this 
strife  about  dress,  worldly  amusements,  tobacco, 

stimulants  as  a  beverage,  feet-washing,  salutation 

of  the  holy  kiss,  baptism,  non-swearing,  non-re-" 
sistance,  secret  societies,  and  the  like,  would  cease, 

and  true  consecration  would  give  willing,  loving 
service. 

To  refuse  to  obey  Christ  in  the  smallest  thing 
cuts  him  off  as  our  righteousness,  and  then  we 

have  no  part  with  him,  for  our  works  cannot  justify 

Peter  willfully  refused  to  obey  when  he  said  to 

the  Lord,  "Thou  shalt  never  wash  my  feet,"  John 
13:8,  but  when  he  learned  what  the  penalty  would 
be  he  humbly  submitted.  For  us  to  willfully  dis- 

obey takes  Christ  from  us  and  then  we  have  no 
part  with  him. 

"  If  a  man  love  me  he  will  keep  my  words," 
John  14:  23.  "  If  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye 
shall  abide  in  my  love."  John  15:  10.  The  con- 

secrated child  loves  because  Jesus  justifies,  sanc- 

tifies and  saves  him,  because  Christ  is  his  holiness, 
his  perfection,  his  righteousness,  and  because  he 
loves  he  obeys  from  the  heart  that  form  of  doctrine 
delivered  unto  him. 

The  consecrated  child,  realizing  that  even  while 

he  was  yet  a  sinner  Christ  died  for  him  (Rom. 
5:  8),  loves  because  he  is  a  new  creature  "  created 
in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  God  hath 
before  ordained  that  he  should  walk  in  them." 
Eph.  2:  10. 
True  consecration  means  loving,  consecrated 

service,  means  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  the  good 
of  others,  means  to  be  constantly  nailed  to 'the 
cross,  dying  and  behold  we  live,  sorrowing  yet 
always  rejoicing,  having  nothing,  yet  possessing 
all  things.     "  Lord,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done." 

A  JEWISH  REPUBLIC  FOR  PALESTINE. 

All  signs  seem  to  indicate  the  impending  dis- 
solution of  the  Turkish  Empire.  The  fall  of  Con- 

stantinople may  occur  any  day.  Never  since  the 
fall  of  that  celebrated  city,  centuries  ago,  has  there 

occurred  an  event  with  greater  consequences  for 
succeeding  times  than  such  as  may  follow  the 
downfall  of  Constantinople  now.  Certainly  the 
rule  of  the  Turk  deserves  to  come  to  an  end. 

Abdul  Hamid  has  completely  demonstrated  the 
incapacity  of  his  race  to  rule  any  longer  over 
some  of  the  fairest  lands  on  earth.  Armed  inter- 

vention ought  immediately  to  take  place  on  the 

part  of  the  six  great  powers  in  behalf  of  the 
Armenians,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that 

a  partition  of  the  Sultan's  dominions  may  at  once 
follow.  Armenia  should  be  constructed  into  an 

independent  state.  The  Armenians  are  perfectly 

capable  of  self-government,  and  undoubtedly,  with 
their  commercial  instincts,  would  enter  upon  a 
career  of  unparalleled  prosperity,  even  for  so  old 
a  nation. 

Many  perplexing  questions  will  arise  with  the 
dismemberment  of  the  Turkish  dominions.  As  a 

partial  solution  to  this  whole  question,  why  would 
it  not  be  well  to  erect  the  land  of  Palestine  into 

a  Jewish  republic?  To  be  sure,  this  would  not 

solve  the  most  perplexing  phases  of  the  question. 
It  would  not  determine  as  to  what  shall  become 

of  Constantinople.  But  it  would  dispose  of  the 

difficulty  as  to  the  disposal  of  a  part  of  the  do- 
minions in  Asiatic  Turkey.  Moreover,  it  would 

settle  so  many  vexing  sociological  problems  that 
have  disturbed  the  peace  of  Europe  for  centuries, 
that  it  would  seem  the  part  of  wisdom  so  to  do. 

By  this  means  Anti-Semitism  might  be  forever 
banished  from  Austria,  Germany  and  Russia;  and 

by  giving  to  the  Jewish  race  a  local  habitation 
and  a  name,  a  career  of  unexampled  prosperity 

might  be  inaugurated  even  for  that  once  pros- 
perous and  ancient  race.  With  a  home  of  their 

own,  the  Jewish  people  would  command  respect 
everywhere;  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  wealth 

and  political  sagacity  among  them  for  the  most 
successful  carrying  out  of  the  idea. 

Is  not  this  the  time  for  the  Zionistic  movement 

to  be  pressed  to  its  utmost  conclusions?  Where 
are  the  friends  of  this  movement  among  the 

English  nobility?  Let  them  watch  the  signs  of 
the  times  and  make  their  influence  to  be  felt  in 

political  circles  for  the  rehabilitation  of  Palestine 

in  more  than  its  pristine  glory.  Who  among  them 

have  entered  upon  the  active  campaign  of  agita- 
tion and  of  creating  public  opinion  for  this  much- 

to-be-desired  object?  Philhelienism  was  a  noble 

passion,  but  Philhebraism  has  more  of  possibilities 

within  it  for  the  world's  betterment  than  possibly 
can  proceed  from  Greece  in  the  days  to  come. 

The  government  of  the  new  State  ought  to  be 
a  republic.  This  would  be  far  more  in  keeping 
with  the  sentiments  of  non-Jewish  peoples  who 
would  make  such  a  project  feasible.  The  idea  of 

any  king  of  the  Jews  reigning  in  Jerusalem  other 
than  Jesus  would  be  repugnant  to  the  sentiment 
of  Christendom.  One  only  is  King  of  the  Jews. 

That  any  other  than  a  king  of  David's  line  should 
reign  in  Jerusalem  over  the  Jews,  would  be  anoma- 

lous and  undesirable.  All  records  of  the  Davidic 

house  have  long  ago  perished.  Jesus  only  is  the 

King  of  the  line  of  David  who  has  the  right  to 
rule  over  the  Jews.  The  best  solution  as  to  the 

form  of  government  for  the  Jewish  State,  it  would 
seem,  would  be  a  republic.  This  would  be,  in 
some  measure,  a  return  to  the  form  of  government 
prevalent  in  Israel  before  the  erection  of  the 
monarchy.  The  chief  rulers  at  that  time  were  de- 

nominated judges.  Similarly  the  chief  magistrates 
in  the  sister  Semitic  North  African  state  of 

Carthage  were  called  Suffices,  a  Punic  word  allied 

to  the  Hebrew  Sophelim,  judges.  The  Jewish  peo- 
ple are  possessed  of  eminent  capacity  for  popular 

self-government. 

The  laws  of  Schulchan  Aruch  and  of  the  Talmud 

would  be  inappropriate  to  be  made  the  code  of 
the  land  without  modification  at  the  present  day. 
But  Israel  is  rich  in  legal  lore  and  from  the  store- 

houses of  his  own  vast  treasuries  of  learning,  let 
the  code  of  the  land  be  drawn.  Those  repositories 
of  common  law,  Babba  Kamma,  Babba  Metsia,  Babba 

Bathra,  in  the  Mishna  surely  would  furnish  a  great 
amount  of  material  that  would  apply  at  the  present 

time.  Let  the  Sublime  Porte,  Babli  All,  be  taken 
down,  and  let  these  three  gates  be  erected,  modi- 

Red  largely  by  certain  ideas  of  Christian  civilization 
which  have  been  acquired  in  western  lands;  as 

for  example,  by  ideas  of  modern  civilization  con- 

cerning divorce. 
Of  course  we  refer  only  to  the  highest  standards 

on  this  subject.  It  is  time  that  Turkish  travesties 
of  justice  were  put  down  in  Palestine,  and  that 
tribunals  be  erected  whence  justice  in  reality  shall 

be  dispensed.  One  of  the  first  principles  of  Pal- 
estine  law  should  be  the  separation  of  church  and 

state.  No  form  of  religion  should  be  made  the 
state  religion.  This  would  be  on  a  level  with  the 

most  advanced  enlightenment  of  the  present  day. 
The  world  has  seen  too  much  (and  still  is  witness 
of  the  same),  of  the  evil  effects  of  the  union  of 
church  and  state.  The  Jews  have  suffered  infinite- 

ly too  much  to  become  themselves  a  persecuting 
power.  A  large  element  of  Judaism  would  never 
consent  to  witness  such  proceedings.  Many  of 

the  accepted  principles  among  Christian  nations 
are  the  direct  outgrowth  of  the  teachings  of  the 
New  Testament.  These,  many  of  them,  the  Jewish 

people  would  have  to  accept,  else  there  would 
be  another  eastern  question,  and  cause  for  inter- 

ference again  on  the  part  of  the  powers.  All, 
however,  will  be  happily  disposed  of  when  the 

principles  of  the  New  Testament  shall  directly 
take  root  and  spread  with  any  large  success  among 
the  Jews.  The  union  of  church  and  state  is  for- 

bidden by  the  New  Testament.  The  words  of 

Jesus  are  plain.  All  Christian  nations  have  not 
apprehended  his  words,  however.  In  proportion 

as  the  "  church  "  has  been  dominated  by  worldly 
ambitions,  she  has  not  desired  that  the  question 
should  be  understood  in  the  light  of  the  New 
Testament.  But  the  nearer  that  Christian  people 

approach  to  apostolic  Christianity,  the  clearer  will 
the  subject  be  understood;  and  when  Christianity 
prevails  among  the  Jews,  as  it  certainly  will,  Jews 
will  accept  nothing  less  than  apostolic  Christianity,  i 

Should  this  project  of  a  Jewish  state  materialize,  ' 
they,  among  the  Jewish  people,  who  have  become 
believers  in  Jesus,  ought  to  take  a  living  interest 

in  the  whole  subject,  and  when  the  time  is  oppor- 
tune, they  should  enter  into  the  land  with  their 

brethren,  adding  the  leaven  of  their  influence  in 
the  important  work  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 

Jewish  state. — The  Peculiar  People. 

A  PICTURE  OF  LIFE. 

BY  JAMES  A.  SELL. 

As  I  look  from  my  window  to  our  little  garden 
this  wintry  morning,  it  is  almost  full  of  snow.  The 
storm  of  the  past  few  days  has  caught  up  the  flakes 
and  whirled  them  around,  and  at  last  cast  them 

in  some  sheltered  nook.  This  garden  that,  a  few 

days  ago,  blushed  in  pink  and  carmine  upon  the 

deep  green  background,  and  where  the  birds,  en- 
ticed by  the  rich  odors  of  the  lily  and  rose,  came 

to  sing  their  sweetest  songs,  is  now  buried  deep 
beneath  the  snow.  Instead  of  the  bewildering 

richness  of  the  feathered  songsters,  we  have  the 

angry  moan  of  the  hurricane. 

How  changed  the  scene!  The  violets  and  but- 

tercups,— peeping  through  the  verdure,  bowing 
their  coronated  heads  to  the  soft  breeze,  to  crown 

the  Queen  of  Spring,  and  waiving  their  perfumed 
censer  to  fill  the  air,  as  it  dozed  in  contented 

languor,— are  swept  away  as  if  by  magic,  and  the 
fitful  storm  from  wintry  skies  is  holding  all  now 
in  its  icy  embrace. 

How  much  like  this  garden  is  our  life!  Pros- 
perity fills  us  with  plenty.  Roses  bloom  along 

our  path.  Joy  fills  our  heart  and  our  cup  is  full. 
The  envoy  of  health  has  bathed  his  wings  in  the 
dews  of  the  morning,  and  health  follows,  while 

disease  is  driven  away  as  it  fled  from  the  Savior's 
touch.  Life,  at  its  best,  is  a  pleasant  thing.  We 
repose  in  the  beauties  around.  The  soul  is  filled 
with  the  entrancing  music  of  joy.  Every  sight  and 
sound  conspires  to  add  new  charms  to  life. 

Now  comes  the  reverse.     Prosperity  withers  be- 
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fore  the  scorching  blast  of  want.  Health  fades 
before  the  miasmatic  agent  of  disease.  Bereave- 

ment fills  the  soul  with  the  sad  loneliness  that 
knows  no  comfort.  Joy  is  turned  to  sorrow.  Our 
sweet  and  pleasant  sleep  is  turned  to  heaviness 
The  nerves  are  all  on  a  twitch,  and  cruel  pain  racks 
the  body.  Like  the  garden,  we  are  snowed  under, 
and  hemmed  about,— yes,  drifted  in.  O,  how 
gloomy  life  is  now!  No  sounds  to  cheer.  No 
birds  to  twitter.  The  flush  of  health  is  faded  out 
of  the  cheek,  and  life  is  only  a  waste  of  wearisome 
hours.  But  the  Queen  of  Spring  will,  in  due  time, 
assert  her  power  and  drive  back  the  Winter  King! 
and,  with  her  balm-laden  breath,  dissolve  the 
snow-drift  and  call  forth  the  flowers  that  slumber 
beneath  it,  and  paint  upon  their  leaves  the  beauti- 

ful colors  of  life,  and  fill  their  chalices  with  the 
rich  odors  of  her  native  tropical  clime.  The  feath- 

ered choristers  will  come  and  fill  the  air  with  melo- 

dy, and  all  will  appear  the  more  lovely,  and  make 

life  the  sweeter  because  of  the  change  and  variety. 
The  snow  was  a  shelter  while  here,  and  its  going 
left  the  elements  of  growth  in  the  soil,  and  the 

garden,  in  its  vegetables  and  fruits  to  strengthen, 
and  flowers  to  gladden,  was  made  the  better  by  its 
being  here. 

The  reverses  of  this  life  have  their  use.  Those 

who  have  passed  under  the  darkest  clouds  of  sor- 

row and  want  know  best  how  to  appreciate  joy 

and  prosperity.  We  learn  life's  lessons  best  in 
the  thorny  road  of  experience  The  road  to  high- 

er Christian  attainments,  starts  in  the  sufferings 
and  sorrows  of  this  life. 

Flowers,  when  bruised,  emit  their  sweetest  fra- 

grance; so  our  Christian  graces  are  brought  to 
a  higher  degree  of  perfection  under  the  rod  of 
affliction.  If  the  heart  does  sometimes  ache,  it 

is  made  better  by  the  pain.  Solomon  says:  "  By 
the  sadness  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  made 

better."  Bereavement  impresses  the  heart  with 
lessons  of  tenderness  and  sympathy.  That  which 

.  we  make  a  sacrifice  to  obtain,  becomes  the  more 

1  precious1  to  us  because  of  the  sacrifice.  It  is  the 
sun  shining  on  and  behind  the  clouds  that  hangs 

God's  great  pictures  on  the  walls  of  the  sky,  and 
gives  us  the  glory  of  the  sunset.  Cheer  up, 

"pilgrim,  bereft  and  lone," 

"The  clouds  that  shadow  the  earth, 
And  the  lurid  storms  that  rise. 

Are  lined  with  a  golden  light, 

And  served  but  to  paint  the  skies." 

"  Trust  in  the  Lord  and  he  will  strengthen  thy 

heart."  All  our  despondency  and  heartaches  will 
then  pass  away  as  the  morning  mist,  in  the  dissolv- 

ing rays  of  heavenly  peace  that  always  follow 
the  night  of  sorrow  and  trouble.  The  darker  the 

night  the  brighter  the  stars  shine, — the  darkness 

makes  them  sparkle.  Said  our  Savior:  "Blessed 

are  they  who  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted." 
"  He  that  goeth  forth  weeping,  bearing  precious 
seeds,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing, 

bringing  his  sheaves  with  him." 
This  should  inspire  us  with  joy.  This  caused 

the  apostles  to  sing  praises  to  God  in  the  dungeon 

at  midnight.  This  gave  to  David  "songs  in  the 

night."  "Unto  the  upright  there  ariseth  light  in 
the  darkness." 

"O  the  rain  song  of  the  robin!      How  it  thrills  my  heart  to 

The  rain  song  of  the  robin  in  the  summer  of  the  year! 
How  I  long  for  wings  to  join  him  where  his  carol  poureth  free. 

And  for  words  to  beg  the  secret  of  his  magic  minstrelsy! 

Does  he  sing  because  he  revels  in  the  fury  of  the  storm? 

In  the  thunder  and  the  lightning  does  he  find  a  hidden  charm? 
Or,  with  prophet  eye,  enraptured,  does  he  see  the  darkness 

past, 
And  the  beauty  which  shall  blossom  when  the  clouds  disperse 

at  last? 

When  the  rain  on  me  descendeth,  and  thy  clouds  above  me  roll, 

Grant,  O  God,  the  power  of  singing  to  my  tempest-shaken  soul ! 
May  I  see  thy  mercy  shining  far  behind  the  outer  gloom! 

May  f  hear  the  angels  chanting!    May  I  see  the  lilies  bloom!" 

McKee's  Gap,  Pa. 

WHERE  IS  YOUR  PA1TH? 

BY  JENNIE  A.  STEPHENS. 

The  storms  of  life  often  seem  to  engulf  us.  At 
times  the  waves  toss  us  up  and  down  the  ocean  of 
time,  and  the  tide  carries  us  onward  in  the  gale. 
We,  as  lost  mariners,  are  drifted  upon  the  rocks. 
Helpless  and  lost  is  our  condition  were  it  not  for 
the  still  small  voice,  which,  in  this  momentous 
hour,  calls  us  and  says,  ■■  Where  is  your  faith ?  "  It 
is  Jesus  that  is  near  by,  to  quell  the  sorrows  that  we 
encounter  on  life's  troubled  sea.  Do  we  not  hear 
his  question  amid  our  greatest  trials,  as  tossed  by 
the  raging  winds?  His  loving  answer  is,  "  Peace, 
be  still."  Ah,  Jesus  is  by  our  frail  bark,  to  guide us  safely  to  shore,  if  we  only  trust  in  his  grace. 
How  many  hearts  can  say  as  the  Master  said  0 

one  occasion,  "  Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole;  g 
in  peace?  "  Have  we  faith  in  him  who  has  pron ised  that  all  those  things  should  be  added  unto  1 
if  we  believe  in  his  name?  He  will  verify  h 
promise  if  we  have  a  living  faith.  He  asks  us  to  do 
his  teachings  or  commands. 

The  duties  of  life  are  many,  and  often  require  us 
to  show  to  the  world  our  faith.    James  says,  "  Shi 
me  thy  faith  without  works  and   I   will  show  thee 

my  faith  by  my  works.     Have  we  faith   to  put  01 
the  whole   armor  of   God,— to   separate   oursclve 
from  the  world  in  conversation  and   in  non-confot 

mity?     Have  we  faith  to  carry  cups  of  cold  wate 

in  the  Master's  name,  to  visit  the  sick  non-profes 
sors.  and  humbly  fall  upon  our  knees  and  ask  th 

Father's  blessings  upon  them  and  theirs,  to  restore 
them  to  health  if  it  is  his  will?     Have  we   faith  to 

speak  to  the  erring,  to  win  them  to  Christ?     If 
are  not  daily  walking  by  faith,  then  can  the  wc 

say  to  us,  "  Oh  vain  man,  thy  faith  without  works 

is  dead." Pleasant  Home,  Oregon. 

Losing  the  temper  takes  all  the  sweet,  pure  feel- 
ing out  of  life.  You  may  get  up  in  the  morning 

with  a  clean  heart,  full  of  song,  and  start  ou 

happy  as  a  bird,  and  the  moment  you  are  crossed 
and  you  give  way  to  your  temper,  the  clean  fcelin 
vanishes  and  a  load  as  heavy  as  lead  is  rolled  upon 
the  heart,  and  you  go  through  the  rest  of  the  day 
feeling  like  a  culprit.  And  any  one  who  has 
perienced  this  feeling  knows  that  it  cannot  be 
shaken  off,  but  must  be  prayed  off. 

Man  is  worth  saving  or  Christ  would  not  have 
lived  and  died  to  save  man.  No  matter  how  base 

how  gross,  how  debauched  men  may  be  they  are 
worth  saving.  There  is  a  jewel  in  every  soul  anc 

that  jewel  should  belong  to  God. — Rev.  J.  L.  Hasite. 

**-THE  k  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOLS 

Genius  loves  toil,  impediment  and  poverty,  for 

from  these  it  gains  its  strength,  throws  off  the  shad- 
ows, and  lifts  its  proud  head  to  immortality. 

THE  POWER  OF  JESUS.-Luke  5:  17-26. 

(Lesson  for  Feb.  2,  1896.) 

Time.— A-  D.  28,  a  few  weeks  after  the  time  of 

last  lesson. 
Place. — Capernaum,  a  city  on  the  northwestern 

shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  about  seventy-five 

miles  north  of  Jerusalem. 

Persons. — Jesus,  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  the  pal- 
sied man  and  his  attendants. 

Introductory. — After  the  Master's  rejection  at 
Nazareth,  which  occurred  immediately  after  the 

delivery  of  his  discourse,  of  which  we  studied  in 
last  le=son,  he  removed  to  Capernaum,  where  he 

called  James,  John,  Peter  and  Andrew  from  their 

fishing  nets,  and  then,  on  that  great  day  of  mira- 

cles, he  cast  out  an  evil  spirit,  healed  Peter's 
wife's  mother,  and  many  other  sick  who  came  to 
him.  From  here  the  Lord  and  his  disciples  set 
out  on  their  first  missionary  tour  through  Galilee. 

Upon  their  return  to  Capernaum  the  events  of  this 

lesson  occurred. 

1.  an  act  of  faith. 

1.  They  sought  an  opportunity.  "They  sought 
means  to  bring  him  in.  This  was  the  kind  of  faith 

that  was  anxious  to  express  itself.  These  friends 
of  this  poor  invalid  believed  in  the  power  of  Jesus 
to  heal,  and  believing  this,  they  were  on  the  alert 
to  bring  their  unfortunate  brother  within  reach  of 
this  power.  O  brethren,  must  we  not  confess  that 

our  lives  are  too  empty  of  effort  to  bring  our  sin- 
sick  neighbors  within  the  range  of  the  healing, 

power  of  Jesus?  If  half  of  us  who  profess  to  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  were  interested  as  we  should  be  im 

the  salvation  of  the  lost,  and  diligent  and  con- 
stant in  seeking  means  to  bring  them  in,  an  impetus 

would  be  given  to  this  soul-saving  work  of  the 
Lord  hitherto  altogether  unknown. 

2,  Their  effort  was  extraordinary.  They  could 
not  bring  their  palsied  friend  to  the  Divine  Heal- 

er by  ordinary  means.  "They  could  not  find  by 

what  way  they  might  bring  him  in."  Then  "they 
went  upon  the  housetop,  and  let  him  down  through 

the  tiling."  To-day,  when  men  fail,  by  ordinary 
means  and  ordinary  efforts,  to  bring  their  friends 
to  Jesus  they  usually  give  it  up.  It  really  appears 
too  often,  anyhow,  as  if  we  were  looking  more  for 

excuses  for  abandoning  the  Lord's  work  than  for 
opportunities  for  accomplishing  his  purposes.  To 

accomplish  an  extraordinary  amount  of  extraordi- 
nary work  there  must  be  a  considerable  amount  of 

extraordinary  effort.  In  this  case  it  took  four  men 
and  the  breaking  in  of  a  house  roof  to  save  one. 

In  this  age,  when  so  many  are  sin-sick  and  sin- 
dying,   why  do    we  not   use  as  great    diligence   to 

:thc 

This toration  of  the  palsied  man  was  done  in 

response  to  faith.  Jesus  is  always  pleased  with  a 
confiding  faith  and  is  always  prompt  to  reward  it. 
lie  bestows  upon  us  showers  of  blessing,  abun- 

dance of  love  and  grace,  not  because  we  have 

earned  them  or  in  any  way  deserve  them,  but  be- 
cause he  in  mercy  hears  our  believing  petitions, 

and  in  pity  and  compassion  sees,  our  utter  hclp- 
lessnes  and  need. 

HI.  AN  ACT  OF  POWER. 

1.  The  Lord 's power  over  metis  bodies.  He  could 

say,  "Arise,  and  take  up  thy  couch,"  and  the  most 
stubborn  case  of  disease  would  yield  to  his  divine 

command  and  release  from  thralldom  its  long-held 
victim.  At  a  time  when  all  the  race  lay  in  dark- 

ness and  the  principles  of  the  new  kingdom  were 
unreceived  and  for  the  most  part  unknown,  the 
Lord  thus  outwardly  manifested  his  power  over 

men's  bodies  that  he  might  thus  reach  their  souls. 
They  had  to  be  convinced  of  his  power  and  au- 

thority, and  hence,  upon  this  occasion,  as  upon 
others,  he  exercised  his  power  that  all  men  might 
know  that  he  was  the  Divine  Person  he  claimed 
to  be. 

2.  The  Lords  power  over  men' s  souls.  It  was  as 

easy  for  him  to  say,  "Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee," 
as  to  say,  "  Rise  up  and  walk."  We  look  upon  the 
marvelous  displays  of  divine  power,  manifested  in 
olden  times,  as  contrasted  with  anything  we  see 

to-day,  and  we  say,  "The  days  of  miracles  are 

past."  But  we  forget  that  a  renewed  soul  is  more 
worthy  of  wonder  than  a  resurrected  body;  that  to 

accomplish  the  former  requires  as  direct  an  inter- 
position of  the  power  of  God  as  the  former;  that 

miracles  of  divine  grace  have  now  taken  the  place 

largely  of  miracles  in  the  material  realm.  God  is 

as  mighty  to-day  as  in  any  age  of  the  world  and 
wills  to  do  as  much  for  the  human  race;  but  with 

thousands  of  servants  who  ought  to  stand  ready 

to  do  his  bidding,  he  now  would  act  through  hu- 
nstrumcntality.  It  is  my  duty  and  yours  to 
e  human  suffering,  to  heal  the  sick,  to  feed 

the  hungry  and  to  comfort  the  dying;  and  in  a 

piritual  way  to  strengthen  the  weak,  carry  medi- 
ine  and  eye-salve  to  the  sick  and  blind,  and  offer 

the  life-giving  Word  to  the  spiritually  dying,  and 
the  dead!  Shall  the  work  of  the  Lord  thus 

nue  as  effectively  as  when  he  was  here  in  per- 
He  would  have  it  so  continue  through  our  ef- 
fort/ What  are  we  doing?  James  M.  Neff. 

FruiidaU,  Ala. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 

Course    of    Reading. 

HI1ST  11 ,111. 

1.  "Crisis  ol  Missions."  cloth,  li.oa;  paper   .14  cents 
3.  "Lllc  ol  A.  Jurlson."  cloth,  n  cents;  paper   is  cents 

a.  "  Non-Such  Piolessor,"  cloth   83  cents. 

SECOND   YEAH. 

c.  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth.  S4  cents;  paper   34  cents. 
6.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moftat,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper   IS  cents, 
7.  "  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea."  cloth   70  cents. 
B.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth   6S  cents. 

Tlllltn    YEAR. 

o.  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth   St  00 
10.  "Lllcol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth,          70  cents. 
11    "  l)„  Not  Say."and  "Actsol  the  Apostles,"  ch,  r3-ao   10  cents. 
is.  "In  the  Volume  of  the  Book."  cloth.  6H  cents;  paper   .13  cents. 

jajr-Prlces,  as  (riven  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

EXBCUTIVB  Committer-  op  RbaDING  Circxb.— W.  B.  Stover.  Rnlsar, 
India;  H.  M.  Barwu  k.  Wesl  Alexandria.  Ohio,  Mrs.  II.  M  Stover,  Waynes- 
boro,  Pa..  Edith  R,  Newcomer,  Waynesboro,  Pa,:  J.  M.  Nelf.  Fruildale,  Ala. 

Officers  OF  Reading  ClRCLE.-Presldcnt,  W.  B.  Stover  Bnlsar,  Ind.; 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  Secretary,  Edith  R.  New- 

comer. Waynesboro,  Pa..— to  whom  all  communications  concerning,  the 
Reading  Circle  si... old  be  addressed,  hut  all  orders  lor  books  should  be 

Addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co..  Mount  Morris.  111. 

YOUR  THOUGHTS. 

Havf.  you  any  unkind  thoughts? 
Do  not  write  them  down. 

Write  no  word  that  giveth  pain; 

Written  wortls  may  long  remain. 

Have  you  heard  some  idle  tale? 
Do  not  write  it  down. 

Gossips  may  repeat  it  o'er, 
Adding  to  its  bitter  store. 

Have  you  any  care'ess  jest? 
Bury  it,  and  let  it  rest; 
It  may  wound  some  loving  breast, 

Words  of  love  nnd  tenderness, 

Words  .,r  truth  and  kindliness, 
Words  of  comfort  for  the  sad, 

Words  of  gladness  for  the  glad. 
Words  of  counsel  for  the  bad — 
Wisely  write  them  down. 

My  things, Words,  though  small 

Pause  before  you  wri 
Little  words  may  gro 

With  bitter  breath,  o 

Pray  before  you  writi 

e  then: 
1'  and  bloom 

Mo. 

MT.  MORRIS  COLLEGE  NOTES. 

— It  affords  us  pleasure  to  give  the  readers  of  the 
Messenger  some  of  the  happenings  of  the  past 
month.  Although  the  holiday  vacation  this  year 
was  somewhat  longer  than  usual,  some  of  our  stu- 

dents found  it  too  short.  A  larger  number  than  us- 
ual visited  loved  ones  in  their  homes. 

— Prof.  Royer  spent  his  vacation  near  Dayton, 
Ohio,  holding  a  series  of  meetings.  He  reports  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  meeting. 

—Profs.  Clair  and  Weaver  visited  the  National 
Business  Institute  in  Chicago.  They  believe  in  im- 

proving every  opportunity  in  preparation  to  do 
more  efficient  work. 

—During  the  holiday  vacation  quite  a  number  of 
our  former  students  took  upon  themselves  the  mar- 

riage vow.  Among  them  we  mention  Bro.  C.  E. 
Eckerle,  Pres.  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Business  College, 
and  sister  Ella  Amick,  of  Mt.  Morris;  Bro.  Wm. 
Trostle,  of  Iowa,  and  sister  Katie  Rowland,  of  Polo, 
111.;  Bro.  D.  L.  Forney,  from  the  Southwestern 
Mission  Field,  and  sister  Anna  Shull,  of  Virden 
111.;  and  Bro.  ].  K.  Miller,  of  Iowa,  and  sister  Shel- 

ley, of  Mastersonville.  Pa.  May  their  united  lives 
be  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Master. 

—Among  the  number  of  former  students  and 
teachers  who  visited  friends  at  Mt.  .Morris  during 
vacation,  we  mention  Prof.  Schlicher,  Emery  Yundt 
L.  A.  Pollock,  M.  W.  Emmert,  U.  R.  Young  and Martin  Hoffman. 

—With  the  opening  of  the  new  year  our  enroll- 
ment has  been  materially  increased,  and  the  pros- 
pects for  the  future  are  encouraging. 

At  this  writing  one  week  of  our  Bible  term  is 

past.  The  term  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting and  profitable  ones  we  have  ever  had. 

Thus  far  classes  recited  daily  in  New  Testament 

Geography,  Life  of  Christ,  Jewish  History,  Moral 
Philosophy,  Church  Doctrine,  Missionary  Work, 
Homiletics,  and  Bible  and  Hymn  Reading.  Over 

one  hundred  have  taken  work  in  these  classes,  rep- 
resenting Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Iowa, 

and  Missouri.*  The  Lord  so  direct  as  to  make  the 
work  done  prove  far  reaching  for  good. 

Mrs.  Flora  E.  Teague. 

CMICAOO  MISSION  NOTES. 

BV  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

There  is  probably  no  other  calling  that  affords 

better  opportunity  to  discover  in  one's  own  self  the 
existence  of  real  selfishness  than  in  that  of  mission 

work.  We  ask  the  Lord  to  guide  us  in  our  daily 
work,  to  bring  us  in  contact  with  those  who  need 

our  help,  and  with  such  circumstances  as  will  ad- 
vance his  cause  and  then  shrink  from  a  plain  duty 

which  lies  before  us.  Such  was  our  experience  re- 

cently upon  entering  the  sickroom  of  a  poor  He- 
brew mother.  But  thanks  be  to  God  who  gives 

grace  for  the  hour  and  frequently  follows  it  with 
an  immediate  blessing.  The  blessing  may  be  as 
the  look  of  sincere  gratitude  from  one  who  could 
look  her  thanks  better  than  express  them. 

We  are  sometimes  written  to,  to  secure  employ- 

ment for  persons.  While  "  there  is  always  room  at 

the  top,"  there  are  many  in  this  great  city  out  of 
work.  Not  long  since  I  heard  a  gentleman  give  a 
motto  for  any  seeking  employment.  It  was  this; 

'■  Put  yourself  right  with  God,  ask  him  for  work; 

then  hustle."  Although  the  expression  is  not  the 
most  elegant,  it  contains  good  advice.  There  are 
others  who  write  us,  expressing  a  great  desire  to  do 
mission  work  and  to  attend  a  Bible  school.  We 

are  glad  for  the  growing  spirit  of  sacrifice.  More 

laborers  are  needed  and  more  competent  and  con- 
secrated ones  are  needed.  If  you  think  your  field 

where  you  are  is  too  small  for  you,  work  all  the 
more  and  the  bands  that  hinder  you  will  break  as  a 

result  of  your  own  earnest  efforts.  If  you  cannot 

attend  a  Bible  school,  if  you  cannot  sit  in  the  tem- 

ple among  the  doctors,  hearing  and  answering 
questions,  then  be  subject  to  the  sphere  of  home 
life.  It  may  be  that  that  is  the  place  where  the 
Lord  wants  you  at  present.  But  while  in  the  quiet 
Nazareth  home,  be  sure  you  grow.  Grow  in  grace, 

by  diligent  study;  in  stature,  or  strength,  by  honest 
labor;  in  favor  with  God  and  man,  by  obedience. 

A  good  mother  writes,  "We  are  three.  We  have 
a  dear  little  boy.  Pray  for  us  that  we  may  teach 

and  train  him  aright."  Would  that  we  had  more 

praying  mothers  as  was  Samuel's,  and  more  par- 
ents who,  as  the  parents  of  the  boy  Jesus,  were  in 

the  habit  of  going  regularly  to  the  temple  to  wor- 
ship. There  is  probably  no  more  fruitful  cause  for 

the  need  of  mission  work,  than  the  lack  of  praying 
mothers  and  fathers,  and  of  church-going  fathers 
and  mothers.  Joseph  and  Mary  had  Christ  in  their 
home  and  might  for  this  reason  have  had  an  excuse 

for  not  going  to  church,  but  had  they  not  been 
church-goers.  God  would  not  likely  have  given 
them  the  honor  of  training  his  Son  Jesus.  If  we 
would  have  Christ  in  our  home,  let  us  not  "  forsake 
the  assembling  of  ourselves  together  as  the  manner 
of  some  is,"  and  the  Lord  will  delight  in  helping train  the  boys  and  girls. 

"I  enclose  in  my  letter  one  dollar  for  the  mis- 
sion. Part  of  it  is  of  my  week's  wages,  and  fifty 

cents  I  saved  by  walking  to  our  nearest  town  in- 

stead of  going  in  the  stage."  "  I  never  gave  any- 
thing so  much  from  the  heart  as  this,  and  I  am  hap- 
py." These  words  came  from  a  girl  who  once  at- 

tended a  boarding  school.  The  Lord's  store-house 
is  full  of  blessing,  but  we  have  no  promise  of  shar- 

ing them  without  sacrifice. 

"  Little  Mary"  sends  us  pretty  cards  and  Sunday 

school  papers  for  the  children.  She  is  in  her  own 

beautiful  yet  possible  way  helping  "  make  ready  a 

people  prepared  for  the  Lord."  A  class  of  Sunday 
school  boys  sends  a  contribution,  the  money  the  re- 

sult of  each  one  investing  a  dime  given  them  one 

year  ago  by  their  teacher.  One  boy  gave  his  ex- 

perience, which  may  be  helpful  to  others.  He 
first  bought  a  pig,  and  it  died.  He  then  bought  an- 

other, and  it  died  also.  He  then  invested  in  poul- 

try, and  the  result  was  success,  a  good,  liberal  do- 
nation for  the  Lord's  work,  and  doubtless  he  is  the 

more  a  real  boy,  and  will  the  more  make  a  real 
man,  for  having  persisted  notwithstanding  apparent 
failures.  Has  not  the  Lord  blessed  him  thrice,  for 

three  honest  efforts,  else  how  could  he  have  made 

the  second  and  third  investment?  A  class  of  Sun- 

day school  girls  from  the  same  school  have  remem- 
bered the  Lord's  work  here  also.  May  God  bless 

one  and  all  who  have  so  kindly  sent  of  their  means, 

as  well  as  clothing  and  papers.  "  Whosoever  is  of 
a  willing  heart,  let  him  bring  it,  an  offering  of  the 

Lord." 

183  Hastings  St.,  Chicago. 

A  SINOLE  QLASS. 

A  striking  illustration  of  the  deadly  fascination 

of  strong  drink  may  be  found  in  the  following  ac- 
count taken  some  time  since  from  the  Kansas  City 

Times: 

"  A  young  gentleman,  a  journalist,  a  capitalist, 
and  a  Christian,  is  the  victim  of  a  suddenly  ac- 

quired mania,  which  is  remarkable.  He  went  to 
visit  his  former  home,  last  summer,  in  Cincinnati. 

On  his  way  home  to  Kansas  City  he  became  sick, 

and.  in  the  absence  of  a  doctor,  went  to  the  steam- 
boat bar  and  asked  for  and  was  given  a  drink  of 

whiskey.  The  drink  coming  upon  a  system  unac- 
customed to  it,  created  an  intoxication,  which  has 

i  perpetual  ever  since.  It  gave  the  young  man 
1  a  mania  for  strong  drink  that  nothing  could 

restrain  him  in  his  excesses. 

There  was  nothing  about  his  intoxication  offen- 
sive to  those  who  visited  him.  On  the  contrary, 

his  brilliant  mind  and  inexhaustible  fund  of  conver- 
sation seemed  to  be  renewed.  He  knew  that  he 

was  surrendering  himself  to  drink  and  its  fascinat- 

ing effects,  but  paid  no  attention  to  the  remon- 
strances of  his  friends.  There  was  nothing  violent 

in  his  excesses.  He  was  calm,  mild,  and  genial; 
but  he  insisted  on  drinking  when  he  desired  to 

drink,  and  he  kept  on  drinking.  He  had  a  wife  to 
whom  he  was  devoted;  he  idolized  her  and  made 

every  provision  for  her  comfort.  He  was  a  member 
of  a  church,  and  in  good  standing;  a  good  lawyer, 

and  the  chosen  leader  of  the  Young  Men's  Repub- 
lican Club.  He  owns  a  large  amount  of  real  estate, 

and  was  on  the  highway  to  wealth  and  prosperity. 

He  had  never  taken  a  drop  of  intoxicating  liquors  in/its 
life  before  this  drink  was  taken  on  the  Ohio  steam- 

boat. Yesterday  he  was  taken  East  by  his  father 
and  brother,  where  restraint  will  be  placed  upon  his 
actions,  in  the  hope  that  the  brilliant  and  cultivated 

mind  may  be  saved  from  this  strange  and  fatal  in- 

fatuation." 
Such  was  the  effect  of  taking  a  single  glass  of 

whiskey.  Up  to  that  point  this  young  man  could 

say,  "  I  can  drink,  or  I  can  let  it  alone;"  but  when 
he  had  once  drank,  he  could  let  it  alone  no  longer. 
What  he  drank  no  one  can  tell.  The  drugged  in- 

toxicants of  the  present  day  work  fearful  havoc 
with  both  mind  and  body.  Genuine  alcoholic 
liquors  are  deadly,  but  the  drugged  and  adulterat- 

ed beverages  now  in  use  are  far  worse.  He  that 
lets  them  alone  is  safe..  He  who  tastes  a  single 
drop  may  find  in  him  the  appetite  of  drinking  an- 

cestors, which  only  waits  a  spark  to  kindle  it  into  a devouring  flame. 

Men  differ  Some  can  drink,  and  stop  when 
they  please.  Others  cannot.  You  can  set  a  light 
to  a  stick  of  wood,  and  put  it  out  when  it  is  half 
burned;  but  if  you  undertake  to  burn  out  half  of  a 
keg  of  powder,  you  will  not  be  able  to  stop  just  on 
the  line.  Keep  fire  away  from  powder,  and  whiskey away  from  men.— Christian  Safeguard. 



January  25,  18 TH1    QOBPBL   IMIIHSSimisrGEI*. 55 

General  Missionary  .3  Tract  Department 

S.  F.  Sanger,  . 
5.  R.  ZUG. .  .  . 
Isaac  Frantz,. Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio 

nd  Tract   Committee,   Mount 
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SELECTED  BY  ORMAN  H.  LUTE. 

"They  have  not  passed  away.    The  ages  lie 
In  myriad  heaps  of  ashes,  cold  and  gray, 
Upon  the  moorlands  stretching  far  away 

Into  the  past,  where  gaunt  against  the  sky 

A  cross  once  stood  and  raised  its  arms  on  high. 

Gone  is  the  cross,  and  likewise  gone  are  they 
Who  saw  the  Master  lifted  up  that  day 
To  perish  that  the  world  might  never  die, 
But  to  have  eternal  life.    Caiaphas  lies 

To  his  last  sleep,  and  Herod's  bones  are  dust; 

Judas'  memory  is  a  thing  of  rust, 
Which  Time  shall  sweep  away.    The  arching  skit 

Themselves  shall  pass;  the  earth  itself  decay; 

But  Christ's  sweet  words  shall  never  pass  away." 

PRACTICE  WHAT  YOU  PREACH  AND  PREACH 
WHAT  YOU  PRACTICE. 

Practice  what  you  preach  is  a  maxim  as  appro- 

priately applicable  to-day,  as  when  first  used  an- 
ciently. 

Criticism  is  one  of  the  lawful  things  of  the  day, 
to  which  we  are  sometimes  subjected.  But  if 
ever  there  was  a  time  in  which  men  and  women 

should  stand -firm  with  their  feet  on  the  rock  Christ 

Jesus,  it  is  in  this  our  day  of  modern  criticism. 
Men  and  women  of  strong  convictions  of  truth  are 

/wanted  all  along  the  line,  fearlessly  and  boldly  ad- 
vocating what  is  taught  in  divine  revelation. 

Nearly  forty  years  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of 

seeing  and  hearing  the  eminent  Dr.  Philip  Schaff 
in  a  number  of  sermons  from  the  pulpit,  when  he 

was  President  of  a  theological  college  of  the  then 

"  German  Reformed  Church"  (but  afterwards  the 
word  German  was  dropped)  at  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Mr.  Schaff  was  a  man  of  strong  physical  body,  as 
well  as  strong  mentally. 

On  one  occasion  when  the  mode  of  baptism  was 

called  in  question  by  under-professors  and  stu- 
dents of  the  college  referred  to,  the  doctor,  with 

his  strong  convictions  of  Christian  baptism,  was 

called  to  help  settle  the  "difficult  problem."  He 
openly  expounded  it  as  meaning  trine  immersion, 
which  nearly  cost  him  his  position  as  President  of 

the  college.  Oh,  for  more  divine  power  to  carry 
out  our  strong  convictions  of  truth! 

Philip  Schaff's  comments  on  doctrinal  points  are 
largely  used  in  our  Bible  Schools.  These  facts  are 

given  to  the  readers  of  the  Messenger,  that  others 

may  appreciate  the  doctor's  position,  at  least  pri- 
vately. Had  he  lived  at  the  present  time,  with  so 

many  more  strong  advocates  of  Primitive  Chris- 

tianity, he  might  have  been  won  to  a  greater  power 

for  good  in  the  world.  A  man,  holding  a  lucrative 

position  as  he  did,  at  the  time  of  the  exposition  re- 

ferred to,  with  high,  worldly  honors  heaped  upon 

him,  was  not  likely  to  break  the  shackles  and  fet- 
ters that  bound  him  to  a  people  that  conferred  so 

much  respect,  by  aiding  so  freely  financially. 

The  doctor  had  very  little  of  this  world's  goods 
when  he  came  to  America.  An  incident  in  his  life 

here  shows  his  appreciation  of  favors.  He  was  a 

strong  believer  of  "heavenly  recognition"  and 
wrote  some  of  the  finest  sentiments  I  ever  read, 

outside  of  God's  Word. 

One  of  the  members  of  his  church  who  had 

given  much  substantial  aid,  had  gone  to  his  re- 

ward. A  son  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 

generous  father,  having,  in  after-years,  sickened, 

and  was  nearing  the  brink  of  life,  Mr.  Schaff  called 

upon  him  in  hi3  last  moments  and  sent  with  the 

dying  man  to  the  eternal  world  this  message, 
"  Tell  your  father  when  you  see  him  how  I  am  suc- ceeding down  here.  I  owe  so  much  to  him  for  his 
assistance  and  so  much  appreciate  his  benevo- 

lence." Here  the  veil  of  futurity  may  have  been drawn  too  far,  but  let  us,  brethren  and  sisters, 
from  this  take  the  lesson,  to  fearlessly  preach  what 
we  practice,  is  my  prayer! 

Mt.  Moms,  III. 

AGENTS  AND  PREACHERS,  READ  THIS. 

BY  ARTEMAS  SMITH. 

[Here  is  something  that  we  would  like  all  of  our  agents  and 
preachers  to  read,  and  then  act  accordingly.— Ed.] 

The  Gospel  Messenger  comes  to  our  home 

each  week  and  we  appreciate  the  visit.  Wc  have 

heard  it  said  that  when  we  liked  the  minister's 
preaching  we  should  not  be  afraid  to  tell  him  so. 

Acting  on  the  principle,  we  will  say  that  the  Mes- 
senger is  a  good  paper.  It  is  a  query  to  us  how 

so  many  families  in  the  Brotherhood  can  do  with- 

out the  church  paper.  It  is  also  a  subject  of  won- 
der that  there  is  so  little  effort  made  to  increase 

its  circulation.  We  do  not  remember  of  ever  meet- 

ing the  agent  of  the  Messenger  in  making  a  can- 
vass of  the  congregation,  yet  we  frequently  meet 

the  agents  for  other  papers. 

We  think  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  the 
Messenger  is  not  more  generally  read  is,  that  its 

value  as  a  family  paper  is  not  known.  The  Gospel 
Messenger  should  be  a  welcome  visitor  at  every 
home  and  fireside  in  the  Brotherhood,  and  by  some 

effort  on  the  part  of  the  members,  those  of  the 

neighbors  who  are  not  members,  might  be  in- 
duced to  subscribe,  and,  through  the  influence  of 

the  paper,  become  members  of  the  church,  and  re- 
joice not  only  in  the  weekly  visits  of  the  paper, 

but  in  the  hope  of  salvation. 

The  Messenger  is  a  reliable  source  of  informa- 

tion to  those  most  remote,  as  well  as  those  cen- 
trally located,  of  every  movement,  enterprise  and 

purpose  of  the  church,  through  the  delegated  au- 
thority of  Annual  Meeting,  and,  also,  of  the  degree 

of  prosperity  enjoyed  in  the  church  at  large.  The 
accounts  of  foreign  travel  by  our  brethren  are  very 

entertaining  to  persons  who  have  never  been  out- 
side of  the  United  States.  Each  number  of  the 

paper  also  contains  several  good  essays,  designed 
to  make  plain  the  path  of  duty,  or  to  cheer  and 
strengthen  those  who  may  have  grown  weary  by 

the  way.  The  Editorial  Miscellany  is  good,  of- 
ten giving  intelligence  not  obtained  anywhere  else, 

and  then  the  obituaries  tell  us  of  the  depart- 
ure of  loved  ones  who  resided  in  a  distant  State. 

With  it  all  is  the  thought  that  the  Messenger  is  a 

connecting  link  between  separated  members  of  the 
same  family.  Although  we  may  not  be  personally 

acquainted,  we  are  united  in  hope,  in  aim,  in  pur- 
pose. Items  read  in  the  Messenger,  bringing  sor- 

row to  us,  have  the  same  effect  on  others,  though 

long  distances  separate  us.  We  offer  the  sugges- 
tion that  every  evangelist  and  traveling  preacher 

while  holding  series  of  meetings  throughout  the 
Brotherhood,  exert  himself  to  put  the  Gospel 
Messenger  into  as  many  new  families  as  possible, 

thus  making  a  missionary  out  of  the  paper.  Give 

it  all  the  prominence  possible,  in  the  church  and 

out.  Especial  efforts  should  .be  made  among  the 
members,  for  those  who  do  not  take  it  miss  much. Dego,  Ind.      _ 

CHRISTIAN  WORK. 

never  made  to  work.  But  hands  that  will  not 

work,  sometimes  will  take  what  others  work  to 

earn;  and  the  Jews  have  a  proverb  that  a  man  who 
brings  up  his  son  without  a  trade,  brings  him  up 
to  be  a  thief. 

Paul  the  apostle,  is  believed  to  have  been  a  very 
fair  specimen  of  a  Christian  worker,  but  he  made 
tents  for  a  living,  and  as  nearly  as  we  can  judge, 

wrote  and  preached  as  effectively  as  any  of  those 
Christian  workers  who  deem  honest  labor  beneath 

their  notice  and  dignity.  At  midnight  in  the  Phil- 
ippian  jail  Paul  and  Silas  prayed  and  sang  praises, 
and  the  prisoners  heard  them;  but  when  tossed  by 

Euroclydon  in  the  Adriatic,  Paul  was  on  deck  at- 
tending to  business;  and  when  they  got  ashore,  in- 

stead of  wrapping  himself  up  in  pious  dignity,  and 
sitting  around  lor  others  to  wait  upon  him,  he  was 

the  man  who  was  picking  up  sticks  to  build  a  fire, 

and  shaking  off  snakes  when  they  fastened  them- 
selves upon  him. 

Christian  work  consists  quite  as  much  in  feeding 

the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  caring  for  the  sick, 
and  helping  the  distressed,  as  it  does  in  singing 

psalms  and  solos,  living  in  idle  sanctity  at  the  ex- 
pense of  weary  workers  who  eat  their  bread  in  the 

sweat  of  their  faces,  and  begging  bread  for  the 
poor  and  feeding  it  to  the  lazy. 

When  a  storm  came  down  upon  the  Highland 

loch,  and  the  little  boat  in  which  sat  burley  Nor- 
man McLeod  and  another  little  slender  minister, 

was  in  danger  of  being  upset,  it  was  proposed  that 

they  pray.  "  Nay,  nay,"  said  the  old  Scotch  boat- 
man, "  let  the  little  ane  pray,  but  the  big  ant-  maun 

tak'  an  oar."  And  there  has  been  many  a  "  Chris- 

tian worker,"  half  dead  with  dyspepsia  from  drink- 
ing strong  tea  and  eating  roast  chickens,  who 

would  serve  his  generation  quite  as  well  by  earn- 
ing his  own  living,  and  still  be  able  to  do  all  the 

Christian  work  which  God  calls  him  to  perform. 

Of  course,  those  that  preach  the  Gospel  should 

live  of  the  Gospel;  but  they  should  make  a  busi- 
ness of  it;  and  if  a  man  is  too  lazy  to  work  and 

earn  his  own  bread,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  he 

is  likely  to  be  called  into  the  Lord's  vineyard  at 
all.  The  Lord's  call  is  to  busy  men,  like  Peter  and 
John  with  their  fishing  nets,  Matthew  at  the  re- 

ceipt of  custom,  David  keeping  his  father's  sheep, 
Gideon  threshing  wheat,  Moses  tending  Jethro's 
flocks  in  the  desert  of  Midian,  or  Elisha  plowing 

with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen,  and  he  with  the  twelfth; 
—these  are  the  kind  of  men  that  the  Lord  calls  to 

his  work;  but  men  who  spend  their  time  in  idle- 
ness, in  loafing,  in  drinking  and  hanging  round 

saloons,  and  who  take  up  Christian  wo-k  as  a  soft 
job  when  they  find  it  is  easier,  and  pays  better, 
than  serving  the  devil,  these  are  the  Christian 
workers  that  make  work  for  other  people,  and  ac- 

complish very  little  themselves— H.  L.  Hastings. 

There  are  some  people  v 
about   Christian  work.     Mr, 

work"    might  be  described   as   ' 
still,"  while  others  work  for  then 
workers  are  most  comfortable  v 
the  work  that  others   have  done, 

on  other  men's  foundations,  and  i 
they  bestowed  no  labor.     If  they 

ing  at  night,  and  lounge 
and  be  well  paid   for  th 

of  their  "Christian 
"  Christian   sitting- 

;m.     Some  of  these 
when  they  live  on 

e,  when  they  build 

ip  that  whereon 

in  go  to  a  meet- it  through  the  day, 

labor,  they  think  they 

are  fulfilling  their  destiny  as  "  Christian  workers." 

Such  people  sometimes  say  that  their  hands  were 

LOST  IN  SIOHT  OF  HOME. 

Some  fourteen  years  ago,  in  Canada,  there  was  a 

young  lady  whose  custom  it  was  to  spend  her  win- 
ter nights  at  balls.  She  had  gone  one  night  to  a 

ball  six  or  seven  miles  from  home,  and  her  parents 

did  not  expect  her  to  return  that  night.  When  the 
ball  was  over,  she  took  it  into  her  head  to  go  home 

unaccompanied.  They  tried  to  dissuade  her,  but 
it  was  no  use,  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  there 
was  an  awful  snowstorm.  The  next  morning,  when 
her  mother  looked  out  of  the  window,  she  fancied 

she  saw  an  object  upon  the  snow  some  distance 

from  the  garden  gate.  She  rang  the  bell,  sum- 

moned up  the  servant,  and  said,  "I  think  some 
poor  traveler  has  missed  his  track  during  the 
night,  and  if  he  stays  there  he  will  succumb  to  the 
intense  cold."  They  went  out  and  brought  the  ob- 

ject in,  when  the  mother  found  it  was  the  lifeless 
body  of  her  darling  child.  The  snow  around 
showed  th.re  had  been  a  struggle,  and  she  had  got 

within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  her  home, 

and  there  pt  rished.  How  many  there  are  who  get 

within  sight  of  the  home  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and 

yet  some  sinful  indulgence  keeps  them  back!  "Al- 
most, yet  lost!" — Christian  Herald. 
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We  are  requested  to  announce  a  feast  at  the 

Monitor  church,  May  16,  but  no  State  is  men- 
tioned. 

The  District  Meeting  for  the  Second  District  of 
Virginia  will  be  held  at  the  Mount  Zion  church, 
Page  county,  April  16  and  17. 

Bro.  Fercken  reports  two  more  baptized  in 
Smyrna.  Including  himself  and  wife,  this  makes  a 

membership  of  eight  in  that  ancient  city. 

Bro.  Michael  Florv  writes  us  that  the  meetings 

in  the  Astoria  church,  111.,  are  still  growing  in  inter- 
est. Four  have  been  baptized  and  other  applicants 

await  baptism. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Miller  writes  that  more  ministerial 

help  in  the  Bremen  church,  Marshall  county,  Ind., 
would  be  very  much  appreciated,  lie  held  some 

meetings  there  in  December,  and  baptized  one. 

Bro.  W.  B.  Stover,  under  date  of  Dec.  18,  writes 

us  that  he  is  again  at  his  post  in  Bulsar,  India,  feeling 
happy  and  hopeful.  His  restoration  to  health  is 

encouraging  news  to  the  friends  of  missionary  work. 

The  Bible  school  that  was  to  have  been  held  in 

the  Pittsburg  house,  Ludlow  church,  Ohio,  last 

November,  and  postponed,  will  begin  on  the  even- 
ing of  Feb.  S.  We  are  requested  to  ssy  that  all  are 

invited. 

Bro.  P.  D.  Fahrney,  Frederick,  Md.,  reports  in- 
teresting meetings  at  that  place  and  three  acces- 

sions. The  meetings  were  commenced  by  Bro.  Eli 
Yourtee,  who  preached  one  week,  and  are  contin- 

ued by  the  home  ministers. 

We  regret  that  in  making  up  the  list  of  minister 
for  our  Almanac,  for  1S96,  the  name  of  Bro.  Danii 
S.  Brallier,  Altoona,  Pa.,  was  omitted,  owing  to  on 
being  misinformed.  We  will  endeavor  to  make  th 
correction  in  the  next  Almanac  we  bring  out. 

SoMETtME  ago  mention  was  made  of  the  need 
of  a  minister  at  Cartersville,  Va.  Bro.  Wm.  Mal- 
lory  writes  that  they  are  still  without  a  preach- 

er, and  that  one  would  be  greatly  appreciated  in 
that  part  of  the  East.  He  says  theirs  is  a  good- 

ly land  and  the  climate  is  inviting. 

Bro.  John  Wolfe,  of  Liberty,  Illinois,  though 
nearly  ninety  years  old,  still  enjoys  life  and  writes 
us  a  real  interesting  letter  occasionally.  In  a  com- 

munication just  received,  he  tells  us  of  his  good 
health,  how  he  enjoyed  the  Annual  Meeting  and  of 
his  interest  in  the  Master's  work.  We  hope  to  re- ceive many  more  annual  letters  from  him. 

Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  is 

spending  most  of  his  time  traveling  and  preaching 
this  winter.  He  is  now  visiting  a  number  of  points 
in  Eastern  Kansas.  He  is  to  be  in  the  Mount  by 
Feb.  10.    

Bro.  L.  W.  Teeter  closed  his  work  here  last 

Sunday  evening  and  started  to  Huntingdon,  Pa., 
the  next  day,  expecting  to  be  there  one  week  or 
more.  While  here  he  did  some  excellent  service 

in  the  way  of  outlining  the  doctrinal  features  of  the 
New  Testament. 

Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison,  who,  for  the  present, 

may  be  addressed  at  Covina,  Cal.,  was  sixty  years 

old  Jan.  15.  He  is  preaching  daily,  expects  to  re- 
turn to  his  home  at  McPherson,  Kans..  by  May  I, 

and  spend  the  summer  holding  meetings  in  various 

parts  of  the  North. 

Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  is  with  us  this  week,  giv- 
ing evening  lessons  on  Secret  Orders  that  will  prove 

helpful  to  the  young  especially,  and  may  be  the 
means  of  keeping  scores  of  them  out  of  the  secret 
orders.  His  manner  of  treating  the  subject  is 

pointed,  logical  and  convincing. 

By  the  time  this  reaches  our  readers,  brother  and 

sister  Miller  will  probably  be  on  the  island  of  Cey- 
lon, directly  under  the  equator,  and  to  the  south  of 

India.  This  island  is  named,  in  hymn  265  of  the 

Brethren's  Hymn  Book.  For  the  next  few  weeks 
Bro.  Miller  may  be  addressed  at  Yokohomo,  Japan. 
At  the  lower  left  corner  of  the  envelope  write,  Paste 
Rcstante.  He  is  wonderfully  pleased  with  India,  and 

says  that  if  he  were  a  young  man  he  would  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  working  for  the  salva- 

tion of  the  people  in  that  genial  clime. 

One  of  our  brethren  writes,  and  urges  the  neces- 
sity of  caution  against  the  baptizing  of  innocent 

children,  saying  that  some,  who  do  not  fully  under- 
stand our  position  regarding  adult  baptism,  really 

;o  accuse  us  of  administering  the  rite  to  innocent 
hildren.  We  need  not  pause  to  consider  the  term 

innocent,  but  when  children  know  enough,  and  are 

old  enough  to  personally  and  intelligently  apply 

for  baptism  and  membership  in  the  church,  they 
have  reached  the  age  of  responsibility,  in  a  measure, 
at  least,  and  are  entitled  to  due  consideration  upon 
the  part  of  those  who  are  older.  And  while  proper 
caution  is  to  be  recommended,  care  should  also  be 

taken  that  we  do  not  place  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
very  young  applicants  that  may  be  the  means  of 
keeping  them  away  from  Christ  the  rest  of  their 

s.  We  would  rather  urge  that  more  attention 

be  given  to  instructing  them  aright  before  baptiz- 
ng  them,  and  when  they  come  into  the  church 
they  should  be  wisely  fed  upon  the  sincere  milk  of 
the  Word  and  receive  such  other  help  as  will  enable 

n  to  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the Truth.    

WHY  NOT? 

Last  week   in   Bombay   I  met  a  young   Baptist 
inister  who  had  been  in  India  a  year,  working  in 
Baptist  mission  at  an  up-country    station,    fifty 

lilcs  from  the  railway.     He  told  me  he  came  out 
at  his  own  expense  and  was  paying  his  own  way. 
He  seemed  to  enjoy  -the  work  very  much  and  felt 
that  God  was  blessing  him.     Living  in  India  is  very 
cheap  and  may  easily  be  brought  within  the  range 
of  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
for  one  person. 

Thinking  of  this  young  man  I  said,  Why  not  ask 
for  volunteers  of  this  kind  in  our  own  work?  Are 
there  not  among  us  yonng  brethren  and  sisters  who 
have  an  income  that  would  justify  them  in  doing 
this  thing?  Are  there  not  some  to  whom  God  has 

given  this  world's  goods  that  would  be  willing  to come  to  India  and  help  in  the  good  work  here? 
Why  not  come?  It  is  the  Lord's  work,  and  the 
Lord's  blessing  will  surely  follow.  The  time  is 
here  when  volunteers  are  needed.  Who  will  say  on 

these  terms,  "  Lord,  here  am  I,  send  me"  ? 

We  also  ought  to  have  several  young  brethren  in 

Smyrna  with  Bro.  Fercken,  studying  the  Turkish 

and  getting  ready  to  take  up  the  work  at  Philadel- 
phia and  other  points  in  Asia  Minor.  The  cost  of 

living  in  Smyrna  is  much  higher  than  in  India,  say 

nearly  double;  hence  a  larger  income  would  be 

necessary.  There  is,  as  I  pointed  out  in  "  Seven 
Churches  of  Asia,"  an  open  door  for  primitive 
Christianity  in  Asia  Minor.  See  what  abundant 

proof  God  has  already  given  of  his  acceptance  of 

Bro.  Fercken's  ministry  in  Smyrna!  And  then,  my 

young  brethren,  you  to  whom  God  has  entrusted 

much  of  this  world's  goods,  ask  yourself  the  ques- 

tion, Why  not  go  into  this  fruitful  field  as  a  volun- 
teer for  the  work  of  the  Lord? 

Fathers  and  mothers  with  abundant  store,  has 

God  given  you  a  son  who  is  anxious  to  enter  either 
of  these  fields  of  labor?  Why  not  dedicate  him  to 
the  Lord  as  Hannah  did  Samuel,  and  supplying  him 

with  a  support,  send  him  to  labor  in  these  vine- 

yards? He  may  never  become  rich  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver but  what  a  crown  of  incalculable  glory  will  be 

won  in  leading  these  waiting  souls  to  Christ! 
And  substitutes  will  be  welcomed.  Here  is  a 

young  man  faithful  in  all  his  ways  and  he  is  willing 
to  go.  There  is  a  brother  who  cannot  go,  but  he 
has  an  abundance  of  money.  Brother,  why  not 

send  a  substitute?  Why  not  furnish  the  sinews  of 

war?  Why  not  have  a  substitute  working  among 
these  three  hundred  million  heathen? 

Who  will  volunteer  ?  The  blood-stained  banner 

for  King  Emmanuel  has  been  unfurled  in  India  and 
Asia  Minor.  Souls  are  coming  to  Christ.  The  call 

comes  for  help.  Who  will  come  and  join  the 

march  to  victory?  Brother,  sister,  have  you. the 
means?  Then  why  not  come  or  send?  Oh  why 

not?  I  hear  a  brother  and  sister  say,  We  will  send. 
Who  comes  next?  d.  l.  m. 

OUR  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Letters  from  several  of  our  readers  indicate 

that  there  has  been  more  or  less  dissatisfaction 

among  some  of  our  patrons  on  account  of  the 
North  Dakota  land  advertisements.  It  is  claimed 

by  a  few,  who  have  written  us,  that  the  advantages 

f  the  country  are  overdrawn  and  even  misrepre- 
sented, and  that  the  tendency  of  such  flaming  ad- 

vertisements is  to  make  our  people  restless.  It  is. 

also  feared  that  many  of  the  poor,  who  procure 

homes  on  these  lands,  may  soon  come  to  want  and 

have  to  call  for  help,  and  that  this  thing  of  sending 

help  year  after  year,  to  people  who  locate  where 
nothing  can  be  raised,  is  becoming  monotonous. 

In  reply  to  these  complaints  we  wish  to  state,  by 

way  of  explanation,  that  we  have  some  space,  lim- 
ited to  the  two  last  pages,  that  we  sell  to  advertis- 

ers whom  we  have  good  reasons  to  believe  are  do- 

ing an  honorable  business,  and  whenever  evidence 
is  furnished  us,  showing  that  any  of  the  men  or 
firms,  advertising  in  the  Messenger,  are  doing  an 
unjust  or  dishonorable  business,  we  shall  at  once 
take  their  "  ads"  out  of  the  paper,  for  no  amount  of 
money  can  purchase  space  in  the  Messenger  for 
men  not  doing  a  square  and  upright  business.  So 
far  no  evidence  has  been  furnished  us  showing  that 
the  North  Dakota  people  are  dealing  unjustly,  or 
taking  the  advantage  of  our  patrons,  or  telling  a 
known  or  even  an  apparent  untruth  about  the  part 
of  the  country  they  advertise.  But  should  we  learn 
that  they  are  doing  so  we  will  unceremoniously  re- 

move their  advertisements  from  our  columns.  We 
have  been  at  some  pains  to  look  into  their  work- 

ings and  claims,  and  so  far  have  no  reason  to doubt  their  honesty. 

Now  we  have  a  little  advice  to  give  our  readers 
concerning  land  advertisements  in  the  Messenger 
or  any  other  journal.  The  object  of  these  adver- 

tisements is  to  call  attention  to  lands  that  may  be 
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.  had  by  those  desiring  to  purchase  or  otherwise  pro 
,  cure  these  lands.  Such  advertisements  usually  set 
forth  the  advantages  of  the  country  in  the  very  best 
light,  and  people  ought  to  have  judgment  enough 
to  look  into  the  merits  of  the  claims  before  pur- 

■  chasing.  No  man  ought  to  think  of  purchasing land,  or  moving  to  a  new  place,  without  first  in- 
specting it  for  himself,  or  have  some  reliabh 

son  do  so  for  him,  then,  in  case  of  ; 

he  can  have  no  one  to  blame  for  h 

himself. 

And  now,  once  for  all,  we  advise  those  who  have 
good  homes  to  be  very  slow  about  parting  witli 
them  unless  they  know  that  they  can  do  better 
spiritually  as  well  as  temporally.  For  the  want  of 
a  little  prudence  along  this  line,  many  well-to-do 
members — and  some  of  them  preachers — have  bee 
ruined.  There  are  yet  many  unsettled  localiti 
where  good  homes  may  be  had  both  in  the  north 
and  south,  east  and  west,  but  it  is  not  good  for  peo- 

ple, who  have  homes  of  their  own,  to  become  over- 
restless  on  account  of  a  few  land  advertisements. 

And,  we  again  repeat,  that  we  will  not,  knowing- 
ly, permit  a  man  or  firm,  not  doing  a  strictly  honora- 
ble and  just  business,  to  advertise  in  the  Messenger 

And  should  our  advertisers  treat  any  of  our  patrons 

unjustly  we  want  to  be  advised  of  it  without  delay, 
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EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Four. 

FROM  JERUSALEM  TO  CAIRO. — EN  ROUTE  TO  INDIA 

Five  weeks  spent  in  the  Holy  City,  and  we  turn 
our   faces   eastward   and    homeward.     These    were 

weeks  full  of  interest,  and   it  is  to   be  hoped  no't 
without    profit,    to   the  writer.     Much  of  the   time 

was  spent  in  walks  about  Jerusalem  and  in  mak 

short  tours  to  places  of  Biblical   interest   in 

neighborhood   of  the    city.     With   the  Bible  a 

guide   book,   and  with    the   knowledge   gained 

previous  visits,  we  went  about  from   place  to  pi 

without  a  dragoman.     In  this  way  the  time  passed 

quickly,  and  not  a  single  day  dragged  heavily  on 
our  hands.    We  saw  much  and  learned  much,  and 

were  glad  for  the  opportunity  to  gain  a  better  and 

more  intimate  personal   knowledge  of  the  city  of 

the  Great  King  and  its  close  relation  to  the  old,  old 
Bible  story. 

While  the  time  passed  quickly  and  pleasantly 

there  was  also  some  anxiety  connected  with  our  so- 
journ in  Palestine.  The  cholera  broke  out  in 

Egypt,  and  at  one  time  it  was  reported  that  it  also 

prevailed  at  Damascus.  This  rumor,  however, 

proved,  much  to  our  relief,  without  foundation. 

But  the  political  situation  gave  us  the  most  con- 
cern. Rumors  of  war  were  rife,  and  during  the 

last  week  of  our  stay,  the  Turkish  authorities  sup- 

pressed all  newspapers.  These  were  burned  at  Jaf- 
fa, by  the  post-office  officials,  and  we  were  left 

without  news  from  the  outside  world.  Scarcely  a 

day  passed  toward  the  last  that  did  not  witness  the 

arrival  of  recruits  for  the  army.  These  passed 

through  the  streets  singing  war  songs,  the  burden 
of  which,  we  were  informed,  at  some  places  at  least, 

was,  "  Long  live  the  sultan  and  death  to  Christian 
heretics."  Under  these  circumstances  we  were  not 

sorry  to  get  away  from  Palestine.  We  learned  aft- 

erwards that  the  evening  before  we  left,  the  mission 

at  Shechem  was  attacked  by  Mohammedans,  and 

some  of  those  connected  with  the  work  were  se- 
verely wounded. 

Before  dismissing  the  Holy  City  from  our  glean- 
ings we  call  attention  to  one  or  two  points  among 

the  many  that  were  of  special  interest  to  us. 

Many  persons  who  visit  Jerusalem  are  seriously 

disappointed.  Instead  of  the  beautiful  city  pict- 
ured in  their  imaginations,  assisted  no  doubt  by  the 

writings  of  some  of  the  poetical  dreamers  and  word 

painters  who  visit  Palestine  from  time  to  time, 

they     find    houses    without    architectural    beauty,  I 
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streets   poorly  paved,  narrow  and  dirty,  desolation on  all  sidi obtr 
i've  poverty  that  can  be  felt,  filth 

and  dirt  everywhere,  with  tradesmen  whose  sole  liv- 
ing depends  upon  the  money  they  can  get  out  of 

travelers,  and  this  often  without  regard  to  adequate 
return.  Add  to  all  this  the  barren,  desolate  hills 
around  the  city,  which  at  this  season  are  without  a 
spear  of  grass,  and  the  picture  of  desolation  is 
quite  complete,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  travel- 

er is  not  favorably  impressed.  But  to  us  all  these 
things  are  full  of  interest  because  they  are  the  ful- 

fillment of  prophecy,  and  bear  testimony  t 
to  the  truth  of  the  Bible,  keeping  in  mind  the  filthy 
streets  and  the  poverty  and  desolation  of  the  city. 
Read  these  words  spoken  by  God's  prophets  twen- 

ty-five hundred  years  ago,  "  How  doth  the  city  sil 
solitary  that  was  full  of  people,  how  is  she  become 
as  a  widow.  .  .  The  ways  of  Zion  do  mourn,  her 
gates  are  desolate.  .  .  All  her  beauty  is  departed 
.  .  All  that  honored  her  despised  her.  .  .  Her  filth- 
iness  is  in  her  skirts.  .  .  Zion  spreadcth  forth  h. 
hands  and  there  is  none  to  comfort  her."  And 
those  bitter,  sad  words,  uttered  by  the  greatest  of 
all  the  prophets,  "  Behold  your  house  is  left  ui 
you  desolate."  If  the  prophets  lived  to-day  a 
were  to  describe  Jerusalem,  they  could  not  write 

more  expressive  language  than  they  used  so  many 
centuries  ago.  Their  words  became  history,  for 
history  is  prophecy  fulfilled. 

One  of  our  company  expressed  his  feelings  about 

Jerusalem  in  this  way:  "Take  out  of  the  city  a  fc 
of  the  families  who  live  there  and  I  should  say  it  is 

the   meanest  city   I   have   ever  seen." 
statement  is  in  harmony  with  the  predictions  of  the 

prophets.      "  All   her   beauty   is    departed 

that   honored   her   despised   her."     Despised    an 
spoken    against   as  she  is,  sitting  in  solitude 
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weeping,  yet  the  day  will  c 
shall  rejoice  as  a  regal  queen, 
desolation  have  been  foretold 

day  of  her  restoration  proclaii 
We  were  much  interested  in  the  work  of  excavat 

ing  the  ancient  walls,  now  being  carried  on  by  Dr 

Bliss,  for  the  Palestine  Exploration  Fund.  We  vis 

ited  the  excavations  a  number  of  times,  climbing 

down  shafts  and  exploring  dark  tunnels.  At  some 

future  time  a  synopsis  of  the  work  done  may  be 

given.  Here  space  is  only  taken  for  one  discovery. 

At  one  point  an  ancient  gate  was  discovered,  and 

excavating  about  it,  it  was  found  that  it  occupied 

the  site  of  not  only  one  but  of  two  earlier  gates 

These  three  gates,  one  built  above  the  othi 

be  seen  very  plainly.  The  first  thrown  do 

into  the  ground"  as  it  were,  and  then  a  sea 
above  the  first  and  so  also  the  third.  We  s 

all  this  very  carefully  and  saw  the  sockets 

the  gates  swung.  The  m©st  striking  fact  about  it 

that  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  speaking  of  the  desola- 

tion of  Jerusalem,  uses  this  language:  "The  Lord 
hath  proposed  to  destroy  the  wall  of  the  daughter 
of  Zion.  .  .  Her  gates  are  sunk  in  the  ground ;  he  hath 

destroyed  and  broken  her  bars."  The  sunken  gates 
of  the  wall  of  Zion  bear  testimony  in  these  last 

days  to  the  truth  of  the  Book  of  God. 

We   left  Jerusalem   Oct.    II,   to   go    down    into 

Egypt.     From  the  Holy  City  to  Jaffa  we  jour 

by  rail,  and  thence  by  steamer  to   Port  Said 

igh  the  long  summer  di 
broken  two  weeks  befor 

sarly  rain,  the  mountai 
were  still   barren.     A  few 

il  be  covered  with  verdure 

11  bloom  by  the  wayside.     At  Jaffa 

e   novelty  of  a  smooth,  calm  sea  when  we  em- 
barked,  something  so  unusual  in   our   experience 

that  we  make  a  note  of  it.    The  voyage  on  the 

Vorwtsrts  was  delightfully  pleasant.     In  the  even- 
as  the  shades  of  night  came  down  upon  the 

:  of  Judea  and  the  plains  of  Sharon,  shutting  off 

Holy  Land  from  our  sight,  we  sailed  away  from 

eyed 
uth  of  seven  months 

by  a  grateful  fall  of 
,  valleys,  and  plains 
onths  later  and  they 

and  beautiful  flowers 

enjoyed 

Jaffa,  and  early  next  morning  cast  anchor  at  Port 
Said  and  were  again  in  the  Land  of  the  Pharaohs. 

Since  the  writer  visited  Egypt  in  1891-2,  in  com- 

pany with  Bro.  Lahman,  a  railway  has  been  con- 
structed on  the  right  bank  of  the  Suez  Canal  to  Is- 

mailia,  so  that  the  former  port  is  now  connected 
with  Cairo  by  rail.  A  fresh,  water  canal  has  also 
been  completed  and  Port  Said  now  has  a  plentiful 
supply  of  Nile  water.  Such  is  the  fertilizing  power 
of  the  water  of  the  river  of  Egypt  that  it  rapidly 
turns  the  desert  into  a  garden,  and  the  city  can 
now  boast  of  beautiful  gardens  and  umbrageous 
groves  of  palm,  accacia,  and  pepper  trees, 
We  spent  fourteen  days  at  Cairo,  very  pleasant- 
ly, indeed.  We  visited  places  of  general  interest, 

especially  the  great  pyramids.  These  lose  none  of 
their  interest,  but  remain  as  they  have  for  so  many 
centuries,— monuments  of  the  skill  of  a  people 
long  since  passed  into  oblivion.  Then  came  the 

time  for  parting.  Our  little  company  was  to  be 

broken.  Our  brethren  with  whom  we  had  jour- 
neyed in  three  continents  for  six  months  were  to 

turn  their  faces  homeward  while  we  were  to  go  on 

to  India.  The  parting  of  friends  is  always  trying, 

but  this  separation  was  specially  trying  to  us. 
Had  we  followed  our  natural  inclinations  and  our 

strong  feelings  and  desires  we  would  have  gone 
home  with  them.  But  we  thought  of  duty,  of  the 

little  band  of  missionaries,  in  one  sense,  our  dear 

spiritual  children,  in  far-away  India.  We  thought 
of  Bro.  Stover,  lying  sick  in  the  hospital  at  Bom- 

bay, and  of  the  anxious  hearts  of  the  dear  wife  and 

sister  as  they,  between  hope  and  fear,  watched,  wait- 

ed, and  prayed  for  a  favorable  turn  in  the  disease 

that  was  slowly  wasting  our  brother  away.  And 
we  felt  it  but  our  reasonable  duty  to  go  on. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  27  our  little  company 

met  in  our  room  at  the  Khedival  Hotel  in  Cairo. 

Bro.  Myers  read  the  ninety-first  Psalm,  and  then  we 
all  knelt  down,  and  in  prayer  commended  ourselves 
and  each  other  to  the  keeping  power  of  God.  It 

was  a  sacred,  solemn  season,  and  while  the  tears 

would  flow,  we  rose  from  our  knees  comforted;  and 

made  stronger  for  what  was  pointed  out  as  the  path 

of  duty.  Then  the  farewells  were  said,  and  we  part- 
ed, possibly  to  meet  no  more  in  this  world. 

From  Cairo  we  crossed  over  the  land  of  Goshen, 

passing  through  the  cholera-infected  city  of  Zaga- 
zig.  On  our  way,  however,  only  a  few  cases  had 
occurred,  and  in  the  afternoon  reached  Ismailia. 

The  evening  of  the  next  day  we  were  taken  on 

board  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamer,  Cale- 
donia, and  an  hour  later  were  en  route  for  Bombay. 

HOME  QLEANINUS. 

thanks 

5.  We 

a  very 

Since  our  return  we  have  been  so  busy,  and  home 

life  has  been  so  pleasant,  that  we  have  given  but 

little  thought  to  things  that  have  been  outside  of 

our  regular  work  and  duties. 
First,  we  extend  to  our  many  friend 

for  congratulations  on  our  safe  arrival 

are  glad  to  say  to  all,  that  our  trip 

pleasant  one  throughout,  and  we  hope  that  it  was 

as  profitable  as  pleasant.  On  starting  we  commit- 
ted our  self,  with  all  we  had,  and  all  that  was  near 

and  dear  to  us,  into  the  Lord's  directing,  and  that 
he  did  now  and  then  better  for  us  than  we  deserved 

we  very  humbly  acknowledge. 
Never  before  did  we  feel  so  fully  dependent  up- 
on the  Lord  and  his  providences,  and  never  before 

we  feel  so  truly  that  he  careth  for  those  who 

put  their  trust  in  him.  In  all  the  apparent  dangers 

that  seemed  to  loom  up  before  us,  we  did  not  ex- 
perience seriously  the  feeling  that  we  call  fear.  It 

precious  thing  to  trust  fully  in  the  Lord.  The 
last  thing  in  the  evening  commit  your  all  to  his 
care.  The  first  thing  in  the  morning,  praise  him 

for  mercies  shown.  Thus  days  come  and  go  and 

each  one  is  a  day  under  the  Father's  guiding  h' 
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-so  it  is  now.     0,  my  soul,  bless  the So  it  has  been, 

Lord  for  all  his  benefits. 

On  our  arrival  we  found  our  family,  our  friends
, 

and  our  church  membership  well,  and  some  bor
n  in- 

to the  new  life  during  our  absence,  and  the  hand  of 

death  was  stayed.  There  is  no  more  prec
ious 

thought  when  .away  from  loved  ones,— away  
from 

home,  among  strangers,  and  isolated  from  c
hurch 

privileges,  than  to  feel  that  you  are  being  prayed 

for.  This  feeling  we  enjoyed,  and  we  were  satis-
 

fied. 

We  saw  much  wretchedness,  poverty  and  misery 

during  our  trip,— and  we  were  made  to  think  of  the 

church's  poor  ones,  and  we  were  made  glad  to  be- 

lieve that  the  Lord  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  his  chil- 

dren to  care  for  them  in  establishing  homes  where 

they  can  be  comfortably  attended  to,  surrounded 

by  proper  church  privileges  and  Christian  infl
uen- 

ces. At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  our  own 

District  Home,  our  feelings  were  somewhat  stirred 

up  at  the  lack  of  interest  of  some  of  our  churches 

in  contributing  towards  its  support.  Some  of  the 

churches  are  doing  more  than  their  share,  while 

others  are  holding  back.  We  hope  for  better 

things  in  the  near  future.  There  is  no  use  of 

preaching  about  keeping  the  commandments  and 

then  refuse  to  comply  with  the  greatest,— that  of 
charity. 

A  few  days  ago  we  received  a  draft  of  one  hun- 

dred dollars,  from  a  "  brother  and  sister,"  who  de- 
sired it  to  be  distributed  as  follows:  S25  for  the  In- 

dia Mission;  S25  for  Asia  Minor;  Si 5  for  Norway 

and  Sweden;  S10  for  the  Chicago  work;  S10  Gospel 

Messenger  for  the  poor;  Sio  for  the  Armenian  suf- 
ferers, and  S5  for  the  Missionary  Visitor.  This  has  all 

been  distributed  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  do- 
nors, and  we  hope  that  they  may  realize  the  precious- 

ness  of  the  promise,  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than 

to  receive.  There  would  be  many  more  people  re- 

ligiously happy  were  they  to  trust  the  Lord  with  a 
little  of  that  which  he  has  entrusted  to  them. 

Many  of  us  don't  receive  from  the  Lord  because 

we  don't  trust  him.  Is  it  any  wonder?  The  Lord 
trusts  us  a  thousand  times  more  than  we  do  him. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  Eld.  J.  F.  Oiler  is  not 

enjoying  his  usual  health.  He  expected  and  hoped 
to  be  with  us  during  the  Bible  Term,  and  we  hope 

that  his  expectations  will  be  realized,  as  we.  would 

greatly  miss  him  and  his  kindly  words  of  cheer  and 

■  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  < 

encouragement  were  he  not  t 0  come. 

Just  now  we  received  the following,  from  sister 
Minnie  E.  Howe: 

M 
Dear  Brother  : 

utland,  Pa.,  Jan,  14/96. 

Father  died  this  morning  al 
10  A.M.,  Thursday,  Jan.  16. 

3:  15.    Funeral  services  at 

O,  how  sadly  comes  this news!    We  learned  of 

his  illness  and  had  been  an* anging  to  go  and  see 

As  Ii 

KISSED  HIS  MOTHER. 

it  on  the  porch  in  the  sunshine, 

ent  down  in  the  street — 
A  woman  whose  hair  was  silver. 

But  whose  face  was  blossom  white, 

Making  me  think  of  a  garden 
Where  in  spile  of  the  frost  and  snow 

Of  bleak  November  weather, 

Late,  fragrant  lilies  blow. 

I  heard  a  footstep  behind  me. 
And  the  sound  of  a  merry  laugh, 

And  I  knew  the  heart  it  came  from 
Would  be  like  a  comforting  staff 

In  the  hour  of  time  and  trouble, 

Hopeful  and  brave  and  strong, 

One  of  the  hearts  to  lean  on 
When  we  think  al!  things  are  wrong. 

I  turned  at  the  click  of  the  gate-latch, 
And  met  his  manly  look; 

A  face  like  his  gives  me  pleasure, 

Like  the  page  of  a  pleasant  book. 
It  told  of  a  steadfast  purpose, 

Of  a  brave  and  daring  will; 

A  face  with  promise  in  it, 

That,  God  grant,  the  years  fulfill. 

He  went  up  the  pathway  singing, 

I  saw  the  woman's  eyes 
Grow  bright  with  a  wordless  welcome, 

As  the  sunshine  warms  the  skies. 

"  Back  again,  sweetheart  mother," 
He  cried,  and  bent  to  kiss 

The  loving  face  uplifted 
For  what  some  mothers  miss. 

The  boy  will  do  to  depend  on; 

I  hold  that  this  is  true  — 
From  lads  in  love  with  their  mothers 

Our  bravest  heroes  grew. 

Earth's  grandest  hearts  have  been  loving  hearts, 
Since  time  and  earth  began; 

And  the  boy  who  kisses  his  mother, 

Is  every  inch  a  man. 
— Phrenological  Journal. 

'  A10THER  HAGAR.' 

BY  LIZZIE  D.  ROSENBEKGEK. 

many  years,  ihen,  one  sa 
"  Cast  out  this  bond-woma 

carrying   a   bottle   of   water 

him,  little  thinking  that  the  end  was  so  near. 

Eld.  Wm.  Howe  was  one  among  our  most  zealous 

and  active  workers  in  the  District.  Though  his  fi- 

delity to  the  church  and  her  work  was  unques- 

tioned, yet  he  was  as  tender  and  loving  as  a  child. 
Truly  a  strong  man  in  Israel  has  fallen,  and  his 

faithful  counsel  will  be  greatly  missed,  but  we  have 
this  assurance;  what  will  be  our  loss  will  be  his 

gain.  He  has  kept  the  faith,  fought  the  good  fight, 

gone  home  to  his  reward.  "  Precious  in  the  eyes 

of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  the  righteous."  The 
thought  just  now  comes  to  us,  What  a  glorious 

meeting  there  must  be  "  over  there!  " 

We  think  of  our  dear  departed  ones  from  here, — 

Zook,  Eld.  Quinter.  Then  Eld.  R.  H.  Miller,  Eld. 

J.  W.  Brumbaugh.  And  now  Eld.  Howe  has  gone 

over.  And  these  are  only  a  few  of  the  large  num- 

ber of  the  workers  for  Christ  who  have  gone  home. 

Will  it  not  be  a  glad  meeting  and  a  good  place  to 
be  and  be  forever?  Thank  God  for  the  hope  that 
reaches  beyond  the  shores  of  time,  even  where  God 
and  Christ  is  forevcrmore.  h.  b.  b 

She  was  only  a  young  Egyptian  mother,  with 
dark,  velvety  eyes  and  hair  black  as  midnight. 
A  lithe,  graceful  creature,  beloved  by  master  and 
mistress;  though  sometimes  her  impulsive  nature 
would  cause  trouble,  and  irritate  her  mistress 
Sarah.  But  she  dwelt  in  the  tent  of  Abraham 

g,  Sarah  said, 
I  her  son."  So, 
some  bread,  she 

left  the  tent  forever.  Just  at  first  the  full  red 

lips  may  have  pouted  sullenly  as  she  walked 
proudly  away.  She  thought  of  her  home  and 
kindred  in  Egypt,  the  land  of  olives  and  figs, 
where,  in  temples  of  beauty,  surrounded  by  palms 

and  lotus-flowers,  they  offered  sacrifices  to  many 
gods.  She  resolved  to  return,  but  she  lost  her 

way  on  the  arid  plains  of.  Beer-Sheba.  With  never 
a  guide  she  wandered  over  the  trackless  sands, 

blinded  by  the  pitiless  sun,  overcome  by  the  wild, 
maddening  thirst  of  the  desert,  for  the  bottle  of 

water  was  empty,  and, — Ishmael,  her  son,  was  dying 
of  thirst. 

Hagar  laid  him  under  a  stunted  shrub,  unable 

to  witness  his  dying  agonies.  She  withdrew  a  bow- 
shot, and  her  sobs  and  cries  brought  an  angel 

from  heaven,  who  showed  her  a  well  of  water. 

She  saw  the  approaching  shadow  of  the  angel  of 
death,  and  here  was  a  blessing  from  the  angel  of 

life.  O,  we  sometimes,  yea  often,  grow  rebellious. 
Then  we  step  out  of  the  narrow  way,  and  soon 
we  find  ourselves  in  the  wilderness.  We  step  forth 
boldly  and  courageously  at  first,  because  we  have 

a  sufficiency  of  God's  blessings  with  us,  but,  after 
a  time,  when  trouble  and  temptation  and  trial 
have  spent  their  forces  upon  us,  then  we  sink 

down  upon  the  sands  in  our  weakness  and  help- 
lessness and  God  sends  his  angel  of  deliverance. 

Some  people  seem  always  to  walk  through  green 
pastures  and  beside  still  waters.  God  commanded 
the  children  of  Israel  to  walk  the  wilderness  way. 
Shall  we  make  our  desert  solitudes  vocal  with 

murmurings   as   they   did?     The    harsh    words    of 
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Sarah  had  driven  Hagar  into  the  wilderness  once 

before.  Then  God  had  comforted  her  with  a 

promise,  that  out  of  her  seed  he  would  make  a 

great  nation.  In  view  of  this,  is  not  the  angel's 
question  strangely  significant?  He  saw  the  empty 
water-bottle,  the  perishing  boy;  he  heard  the  ag- 

onized lamentations  from  the  mother-heart,  and 

yet  he  said,  "What  aileth  thee,  Hagar?"  as  if eant  to  say,  Has  not  God  made  his  covenant 

0  preserve  thy  seed?  Therefore  Ishmael  must  live. 
The  promise  was  literally  fulfilled.  Hagar  and 

Ishmael  found  a  new  home  in  the  wilderness  of 

Paran;  new  ties  were  formed,  Ishmael  married 

an  Egyptian  woman,  and  twelve  sons  were  born 
unto  them.  One  daughter,  Mahalath,  married 
Esau.  So  the  descendants  of  Ishmael  inhabited 

the  country  from  the  Persian  gulf  to  the  border 

of  Egypt.  It  was  a  nation  so  strong  that  it  stood 
for  thousands  of  years  against  all  the  armies  of 

the  world.  Egypt  and  Assyria  could  not  conquer 
it.  Gaulus  and  his  army  were  conquered  by  it. 

For  a  long  while  the  learning  of  the  world  was 
monopolized  by  this  Arabic  nation.  They  have 
embraced  the  religion  of  Mohammed.  They  say 

Hagar  was  Abraham's  lawful  wife, — their  "  Mother 
Hagar"  to  this  day.  They  claim  that  Ishmael, 
as  the  eldest  son,  inherited  Arabia,  a  far  richer 
inheritance  than  Canaan,  which  was  given  to  the 

younger  son,  Isaac. "  Over  the  sea-like,  pathless,  limitless  waste  of 

the  desert "  we  wander  in  pain  and  uncertainty, 
until  we  find  the  Angel  beside  us,  and  the  well 

of  joy  just  before  us.  A  young  girl  who  has  known 

only  gladness  and  love  all  her  life,  leaves  home 
for  the  man  she  loves,  and  he  takes  her  hand  and 

leads  her  out  into  the  desert,  by  the  way  of  dissi- 

pation, neglect  and  abuse. 
"       "  I  labored  on,  alone.    The  wind  and  dust 

And  sun  of  the  world  beat  blistering  in  my  face." 

This  is  the  experience  of  those  who  labor  for 
some  great  success;  but  you  may  toil,  plan  and 

hope  as  other  men  do,  and  at  last,  weary  and 
discouraged,  you  are  forced  to  conclude  that  you 

have  made  a  failure  of  your  life-work,  and  the  des- 
olation of  the  desert  overpowers  you.  You  pray 

to  God  for  help,  and  his  love  is  sufficient;  we  are 

sure  that  somewhere  men's  efforts  are  rewarded 
instead  of  their  attainments. 

I  asked  for  strength:  for  with  the  noontide  heat 
I  fainted,  while  the  reapers,  singing  sweet, 
Went  forward  with  ripe  sheaves  I  could  not  bear. 
Then  came  the  Master,  with  his  blood-stained  feet, 
And  lifted  me  with  sympathetic  care. 
Then  on  his  arm  I  leaned  till  all  was  done; 
And  I  stood  with  the  rest  at  set  of  sun, 

My  task  complete. 

You  cannot  realize  it,  while  the  hot  sands  of  the 

desert  are  whirling  about  you,  and  your  burdened1 
heart  is  praying  and  waiting  for  the  Lord,  but  it 
is  true  that  the  wofrk  of  your  life  will  await  you 

after  your  deliverance.  It  is  true  that  your  soul 
needs  to  be  tried  and  that,  when  you  leave  the 

wilderness,  with  an  enduring  faith,  a  love  that 

sheds  its  rays  of  light  upon  all,  men  will  see  that 
you  have. been  with  the  angel  of  God,  and  they 
will  come  to  you  for  hope,  for  help,  for  love, 

because  God  has  designed  you  for  a  "  chosen  ves- 

el." 

Covi
ngto

n,  

Ohit
 

THE  HOME  OP  THE  SOUL. 

BY  NANCY  S.  GOODYE 

I   THIN 

py  rest, 

of  that  beautiful  home  as  a  place  of  hap- 
hen  life  with  its  labors  is  over;  a  place 

where  the  spirits  of  all  that  are  just  are  made  per- 
fect; where  our  loved  ones  have  gone  and  where 

we,  too,  are  so  swiftly  moving.  Its  walls  are  all 
of  jasper  and  its  streets  are  of  the  purest  gold. 
The  river  of  eternal  life  is  there,  upon  the  banks 

of  which  are  found  all  those  who  have  been  ac- 

cepted by  God,  who  have  heard  that  summons,  "  It 
is  enough;  come  up  higher." 

On  that  beautiful  shore  we  can  see  the  beautiful 
rainbow  that  encircles  the  throne  of  God.  We  can 

sing  the  song  of  redeeming  love,  and  sit  by  the 
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fountain  of  eternal  life.  What  must  it  mean  to 
the  Christian  to  be  there  with  Jesus,  who  hath 
wrought  this  great  plan  of  redemption  for  us'  It 
is  a  city  which  hath  foundations;  whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God.  It  is  a  city  not  built  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  nor  is  it  hoary  with 
years  of  time.  We  are  steadily  moving  onward 
and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  upward.  Then  it  is  needful 
that  each  day  of  our  lives  be  consecrated  anew  un- 

to the  Lord,  that  we  give  ourselves  to  him  and 
«  present  our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  holy,  accepta- ble unto  him,  which  is  our  reasonable  service." 
While  we  often  have  trials  and  temptations  in 

this  life,  our  love  to  God  and  all  on  earth  fills 
our  souls  with  divine  life.  Our  aching  bodies  and 
broken  hearts  may  mourn  loved  ones  torn  from 
our  embrace,— but  we  cannot  have  them  always with  us.  How  beautiful  we  can  make  our  eternal 
life  if  we  live  a  devoted  life  to  God.  God  claims 
from  all  his  children  a  loving  and  willing  obedience 
to  his  will  in  all  things.  Our  Father  has  prepared 
many  mansions  for  those  who  love  him,  yet  tongue 
cannot  express  the  blessed  peace  which  the  Chris- 

tian possesses,  nor  has  his  eye  seen  the  beautiful 
home  God  has  prepared. 
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This  meeting  was  held  in  the  Okaw  congrega- 
tion, Dec.  26  and  27,  1805.  After  devotional  exer- 
cises the  meeting  was  organized  by  electing  Bro.  A. 

J.  Nickey,  Moderator;  A.  L.  Bingaman,  Clerk;  and 
S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer. 

Following  are  some  of  the  thoughts  advanced  on 
the  several  topics: 

1.  "  How  to  Make  our  Ministry  more  Mutual  among  the 
Churches." 

Ministers  of  local  churches  should  help  one  an- 
other by  visiting.  The  church  is  one  body,  and  the 

work  of  the  ministry  is  one  work.  It  is  the  most 
important  work  on  earth.  Ministers  should  be  well 

acquainted  with  each  other  and  love  one  another, 
and  in  this  way  their  interest  will  become  more 
mutual.  Ministers  in  local  churches  should  work 

together  in  harmony,  and  should  solicit  each  other's assistance. 

2.  "  In  What  Kinds  of  Church  Work  Ought  our  Sisters  En- 

gage, and  to  what  Extent  should  we  Encourage  them?  " 

They  should  engage  in  any  work  for  which  they 
are  fitted.  If  a  sister  has  the  gift  of  prophecy,  she 

should  be  encouraged  in  that  line.  She  ought  to 

labor  in  Sunday  school  work  and  prayer-meeting. 

She  ought  to  be  encouraged  on  every  hand  to  exer- 
cise in  family  worship.  Acts  2;  17,  18,  was  referred 

to  as  having  a  strong  bearing  on  this  subject. 

3.  "  Preparation  and  Delivery  of  Sermons." 

We  must  look  to  God  in  prayer,  must  study  the 

Bible,  and  store  the  mind  with  Gospel  truth. 

While  delivering  his  sermons  a  minister  must  not  em- 

ploy so  many  Scriptural  quotations  as  to  render  his 

discourse  not  edifying,  nor  should  he  make  a  very 

free  use  of  notes.  Illustrations,  however,  may  be 

employed  to  a  good  advantage.  As  near  as  possi- 

ble the  minister,  while  preaching,  should  forget  all 

but  God,  the  Bible,  and  his  theme,  and,  by  no 
means,  use  vain  repetitions. 

4.  "What  are  the  Duties  of  Ministers  in  the  Different  De- 

grees?" 

The  duty  of  the  minister  is  to  obey  the  im
pera- 

tive command,  "  go,"  and  preach  the  Gospel.  Acts 

6:  3,  4.  The  ministers  in  first  and  second 
 degree 

should  look  to  the  older  ones  for  help,  and  to  ex
- 

hort and  preach  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  The 

bishop  should  oversee  the  flock,  preach  the  Wo
rd, 

and  endeavor  to  attain  to  the  qualificat
ions  set 

forth  in  1  Tim.  3, 

5-  "  Origin  and  Purpose  of  Sisters'  Prayer-covering.  What Ought  it  be?    When  Should  it  be  Worn?  " 

This  subject  was  discussed  by  sister  Mattie  Lear, 
and  will  appear  in  the  Messenger  in  the  course  of a  few  weeks. 

6.  "To  What  Extent  should  Ministers  Engage  in  Social Meetings  and  Sunday  School  Work?  " 

They  should  encourage  and  help  start  the  work, 
but  should  not  be  asked  to  superintend  Sunday 
schools,  nor  should  they  take  up  the  time  in  social 
meetings  to  the  extent  of  debarring  others  from 
speaking.  They  should  not  engage  in  either  social 
meetings  or  Sunday  school  work  in  a  way  that 
will  interfere  with  their  ministerial  work.  Social 
meetings  are  more  especially  intended  for  the  de- 

velopment and  edification  of  the  laity. 

7.  "The  Supreme  Need  of  more  Thorough  and  Systematic Bible  Study  among  our  Ministers." 

This  is  a  time  of  criticism  and  doubt,  and  it  is, 
therefore,  very  necessary  that  we  become  well  ac- 

quainted with  the  Bible,  in  order  to  meet  the  oppo- 
sition. We  must  have  a  system  in  our  work.  It  is 

the  church's  duty  to  give  the  minister  aid  financial- 
ly, so  as  to  enable  him  to  give  time  to  the  study 

of  the  Word. 

8.  "The  Difference  between  Preaching  for  the  Sake  of  Souls 
and  Preaching  to  lill  Appointments." 

Pleaching  for  the  sake  of  souls  must  be  accom- 

panied by  God's  Spirit  and  the  motive  must  be 
good.  The  minister  must  be  impressed  with  the 
worth  of  souls.  He  must  be  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

g.  "  How  can  we  Best  Maintain  the  Integrity  and  Gospel  Pe- 

culiarities of  the  Church?  " 

Let  every  member  live  as  close  to  Christ  as  pos- 
sible, and  individually  see  that  we  do  not  drift 

away  with  the  world.  We  should  respect  decisions 

of  Annual  Meeting,  be  truthful,  be  honest,  be  vir- 
tuous. Officials  should  be  an  example  to  the  flock 

in  living  out  the  peculiarities  of  the  church. 

A  collection  was  taken  for  the  children's  mission 
in  Chicago,  and  $10.20  was  contributed  for  that 
purpose.  Thus  ended  another  interesting  and 
profitable  ministerial  meeting.      A.  L.  Bingaman. 

Cerro  Gordo,  III. 

Sunday  School  Meeting. 

The  Brethren's  Sunday  school  meeting,  of  the 
District  of  Nebraska,  was  held  in  Holmesville,  Dec. 

21,  1895,  in  accordance  with  steps  taken  by  District 

Meeting,  through  the  Board  elected  by  said  meet- 
ing. It  opens  up  a  new  epoch  of  Sunday  school 

work  in  this  part  of  the  West.  We  give  below  a 

tew  of  the  many  good  thoughts  presented  by  those 

present. 1.  "An  Interesting  Sunday  School." 

To  have  an  interesting  Sunday  school  we  must 

have  (1)  a  consecrated  Superintendent,  wholly  in- 
terested in  the  work  before  him,  and  this  will  so 

permeate  each  scholar  that  it  will  result  in  every 
one  wanting  to  be  there  to  fill  his  place  and  take 

part  in  the  work. 
Much  depends  upon  the  preparation  of  the  teach- 
er on  the  lesson,  as  to  the  interest  that  will  be  man- 

ifested. If  he  be  not  interested,  he  can  not  expect 
the  scholar  to  be.  We  may  count  on  an  interesting 

Sunday  school  when  we  have  the  co-operation  of 
church,  parents,  teachers,  and  scholars,  and  a  great 

concern  for  each  other's  welfare  hereafter. 
The  Sunday  school  should  always  work  in  har- 

mony with  the  principles  of  the  church.  The 
teachers  should  be  adapted  to  the  scholars  that 

they  teach,  and  thereby  have  the  interest  of  those 
that  attend.  It  is  very  easy  for  people  to  go  where 

they  are  interested.  You  want  to  get  all  to  work 

together  in  heart,  in  feeling  and  in  purpose,  to 
build  up  the  cause  of  Christ. 

2.  "  How  to  Increase  Attendance." 
Teachers  should  not  censure  the  scholars  present 

for  the  absent  ones,  but  manifest  a  special  interest 

in  each  scholar  and  make  them  feel  that  he  loves 

them  and  wants  them  to  be  present.  He  should 

urge  not  only  his  scholars,  but  also  their  associates, 

to  attend.  He  should  urge  them  to  increase  the 
iber  in  the  class,  and  then  have  the  work  so  in- 

teresting that  none  of  them  will  want  to  be  ab- sent. 

Let  the  teacher  be  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  be 
guided  by  it,  and  then  he  will  be  able  to  lead  others 
to  the  Sunday  school,  and  thereby  increase  the  at- tendance. 

The  teacher  should  visit  those  who  seem  to  have 

a  lack  of  interest,  and  make  them  feel  that  he  has  a 

deep  concern  for  them.  He  should  always  be  pres- 
ent in  the  class,  and  thereby  show  his  interest  in 

teaching  God's  Word. 

3.  "  Mission  Sunday  Schools." 
In  locating  mission  Sunday  schools  first  learn  the 

moral  and  spiritual  condition  of  the  people,  and  let 
them  know  what  you  have  come  for,  and  then  dem- 

onstrate it  by  your  own  life.  Be  sure  to  sow  good 
seed,  for  now  is  the  time  of  sowing.  The  harvest 
will  come  by  and  by.  Ever  keep  in  mind  that  we 
shall  reap  of  the  kind  of  seed  we  sow.  Get  all  to 

be  stockholders  in  this  noble  enterprise,  that  all 
may  share  in  the  dividends. 

The  special  object  of  mission  Sunday  schools  is  to 
reach  those  who  are  not  reached  by  other  Sunday 
schools,  and  to  give  special  attention  to  this  class 
in  these  schools. 

Inasmuch  as  all  are  more  or  less  as  their  sur- 

roundings make  them,  and  are  influenced  thereby, 

as  goodness  is  a  greater  power  than  evil  (because 
God  is  the  Author  of  this  element),  all  should  feel 

a  special  interest  in  trying  to  organize  mission  Sun- 
day schools,  to  have  the  Gospel  carried  to  all  class- 

4.  "  Best  Methods  of  Primary  Work." 

The  future  depends  largely  upon  the  success  of 
the  present,  and  without  consecration  there  can  be 
no  true  success.  Much  depends  upon  mothers  as  to 
the  success  of  this  work.  Above  all  others,  the 
mother  wants  to  take  the  lead.  The  teacher  must 

be  one  that  loves  the  work  and  is  adapted  to  it. 

As  there  is  no  time  so  important  in  learning  as 
in  youth,  the  best  methods  should  be  used,  The 
best  method  is  that  which  Jesus  gave.  He  first 

gave  a  perfect  example  and  then  his  wonderful 
teaching  made  the  work  very  impressive.  If  you 
lead  the  way,  the  child  is  almost  sure  to  follow,  but 

be  sure  it  is  the  right  way.  As  children  like  to  be  no- 

ticed, always  have  a  good  word  for  them,  and  don't 
place  the  food  so  high  that  they  cannot  reach  it.  As 

the  first  impressions  are  the  most  lasting,  how  im- 
portant that  they  be  the  best!  The  children  should 

be  made  to  feel  that  the  teacher  has  a  special  inter- 
est in  them,  and  thereby  get  their  attention. 

5.  "The  Model  Sunday  School  Teacher." 

We  are  creative  beings  and  he  that  desires  to  be 

exemplary  is  one  that  does  his  best.  No  one  can 

be  a  model  without  being  a  Christian.  By  inspira- 
tion the  Word  was  given,  by  inspiration  only  it  can 

be  understood,  and  while  teaching  we  are  teaching 

for  eternity  in  the  lives  of  those  around  us. 
Prayer  is  much  needed  by  the  teacher,  and  all 
teaching  is  superficial  that  does  not  bring  him  or 
her  on  the  knees.  Show  the  human  love,  and  the 
divine  will  be  accepted. 

The  model  teacher  will  be  personally  prepared  to 

teach  to  the  edification  of  all  present,  and  always  be 

on  time.  He  should  be  earnest  in  obtaining  intel- 
lectual information,  but  never  to  the  neglect  of  the 

spiritual  lessons. 

6.  "  Blackboard  Work." 
The  remarks  and  work  on  this  topic  were  very 

helpful  and  suggestive. 

7.  "  Best  Helps,  and  How  to  Use  Them." 
It  is  the  glory  of  God  to  conceal,  but  the  glory  of 

kings  to  search  out.  Not  a  single  note  makes  mu- 
sic but  a  harmony  of  notes.  As  to  whether  it  is  ex- 

pedient to  use  helps  at  all,  it  was  said  that  God 
used  helps;  (1)  men;  (2)  material.  Why  should 
not  men  use  them?  We  would  not  employ  a  man 
to  build  a  house  who  never  built  one,  or  a  teacher 

who  never  taught.  If  God  used  men,  why  should 

not  we  use  them  to  help  in  preparing  to  teach  God's 
Word? 
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God  used  them  in  his  way,— to  meet  the  desired 

end.  We  can  use  them  to  the  honor  of  God's  name. 
What  is  it  that  we  have  not  received?  We  breathe 

no  thought  but  what  we  have  received  from  others. 

It  inspires  us  to  read  others'  thoughts.  God  has  di- 
vided his  gifts  to  men.  Some  apostles,  some 

prophets,  teachers,  etc. 

If  I  buy  an  ox  and  it  is  a  good  one,  I  recommend 

it  because  it  is  a  good  one.  When  you  have  a  good 

help,  use  it. 

The  Holy  Spirit  does  reveal,  but  there  are  some 

things  that  it  does  not  reveal,  and  we  must  get 

those  things  by  helps.  Among  the  best  helps  is 

the  book  that  tells  me  what  I  don't  know,  and  what 

I  must  know.  The  best  help  is  God's  Word,— the 
Bible.  Use  it!  The  best  support  is  Jesus  Christ. 

Use  him!  Use  him,  because  all  power  is  given  un- 
to him  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  J.  W.  Gish. 

No  Debate. 

r Eld.  G.  W.  Stambaugh  came  to  us  Dec.  30,  and 
'  preached  till  Jan.  5.  The  meetings  were  of  great 
interest  to  all.  The  different  denominations  have 

been  working  up  a  feeling  for  a  discussion  with 
Bro.  Stambaugh  all  summer.  They  arranged  to  get 

Eld.  Harney,  of  Hampton,  a  minister  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  as  they  had  no  man  of  their  own  that 

would  meet  him  in  debate. 

Eld.  Harney  is  an  able  man,  about  sixty  years  of 

age.  He  studied  for  lawyer  and  also  had  been 

principal  of  high  school.  This  was  kept  quiet  un- 
til the  meetings  were  nearly  at  a  close,  when  Bro. 

Stambaugh  received  a  challenge  from  Eld.  Harney 

that  he  would  much  desire  to  hold  a  public  discus- 
sion. 

Bro.  Stambaugh  accepted  the  challenge.  The 
debate  was  to  commence  Jan.  7,  but  on  the  evening 

of  the  fifth,  Eld.  Harney  came  to  the  meeting  to 

hear  Bro.  Stambaugh  preach,  and  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  debate.  To  our  surprise  he  withdrew 

his  challenge,  and  proposed  to  drop  the  matter. 
This  was  a  surprise  to  all  the  crowded  house. 

The  desire  is  to  hear  more  on  the  subject,  which  is 

promised  in  the  near  future.  Bro.  Stambaugh  start- 
ed hbme  on  the  seventh.  Although  there  were  no 

conversions,  there  are  good  prospects  of  an  ingath- 
ering in  the  future.  Jonas  Saylor. 

Aurora,  Nebr.,  Jan.  o. 

Chips  from  the  Workhouse. 

The  difficulty  of  the  present  age  is  not  that  we 

are  forgetting  God,  but  that  we  fail  properly  to 
comprehend  his  relation  to  us.  We  readily  admit 
that  all  things  are  governed  by  law,  and  then  infer 

that  therefore  they  cannot  be  governed  by  God,  and 

thus  our  faith  in  a  special,  over-ruling  Providence 
in  the  minutest  trifles  is  sorely  tried.  Thanks  be  to 
God  that  recent  discoveries  of  science  come  to  our 
aid,  showing  that  the  God  of  science  is  an  imman- 

ent God,  that  he  is  necessarily  in  every  stone,  tree, 
and  flower,  and,  therefore,  is  just  such  a  loving  Fa- 

ther to  all  his  creatures  as  the  Bible  declares  him 

to  be;  instead  of  the  external,  arbitrary  ruler  that 
much  of  the  past  theology  supposed  him  to  be. 

Recent  revelations  of  science  show  that  he  can- 
not be  separate  from  any  of  his  creation  for  a  single 

instant.  This  view  shows  the  most  minute  phe- 
nomenon divine.  Every  grain  of  sand  on  the  sea- 

shore, as  well  as  every  particle  of  dust  floating  in 
the  air  has  all  the  properties  and  qualities  it  pos- 

sesses, placed  in  it  by  the  wisdom  of  God  and  for  a 
specific  purpose;  neither  can  flee  from  his  presence 
any  more  than  you  or  I.  It  is  true  that  God  is  a 
being  of  law.  He  lives  in  his  laws.  He  controls 
the  universe  by  his  laws.  Every  planet  is  held  in 
its  orbit  by  the  law  of  attraction,  so  nicely  balanced 
that  it  cannot  vary  the  hundredth  part  of  a  second 
in  a  thousand  years. 

The  power  of  gravitation  is  God  himself,  holding 
the  planets  in  their  course,  as  well  as  the  attraction 
of  cohesion  is  God  himself,  holding  the  stone  or 
piece  of  iron  in  that  particular  way.  Without  this 
power  of  God  in  them,  neither  of  them  could  exist 
for  an  instant. 

The  same  is  true  of  every  living  thing  that  exists 

upon  the  earth.  "  In  him  we  live,  move,  and  have 
our  being."  Intelligent  faith  sees  afar  off.  It  says, 
"Though  I  cannot  understand  how  an  infinite  God 
can  regulate  and  overrule  all  things,  yet  I  can  see 
that  an  infinite  plan  must  include  all  things,  even 

the  most  minute  particulars." 
It  is  a  palpable  absurdity  to  believe  in  a  general 

Providence  without  also  believing  in  a  special 

Providence,  including  the  most  minute  particulars 
of  which  the  general  is  but  the  sum  total,  as  every 
wheel  and  every  cog  in  each  wheel  in  a  watch  go  to 
make  the  sum  total  of  the  hands  showing  correct 

time,  the  power  to  run  it  being  furnished  by  the 

main  spring  and  the  spring  having  God  in  it  and  be- 
hind it.  Indeed,  there  could  be  no  spring  without 

the  attraction  of  cohesion  to  hold  its  particles  to- 

gether, and  there  is  no  attraction  of  cohesion  with- 
out God.  As  the  watchmaker  has  a  plan  for  every 

watch  and  a  place  for  every  wheel  and  every  cog  in 
each  wheel,  so  God  must  have  a  plan  for  every  life 

and  for  every  incident  in  that  life.  All  Christians 
profess  to  believe  in  general  Providence,  but  is  it 
not  a  fact  that  many  of  us  doubt  a  particular  or 

special  Providence? 
When  we  once  learn  to  outgrow  this  palpable  ab- 

surdity, and  to  accept  at  full  value  such  Bible 

truths  as  "  All  things  work  together  for  good  to 

them  that  love  God,"  "  The  very  hairs  of  your  head 

are  all  numbered,"  "  Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for 
a  farthing,  and  one  of  them  shall  not  fall  to  the 

ground  without  your  Father,"  etc.,  then  much  of 
the  worry  incident  to  this  life  will  be  at  an  end. 
Then,  like  the  birds  of  the  air,  will  we  plan  and 
work  without  worrying  along  the  line  of  duty. 

"  Whether  we  eat  or  drink  or  whatsoever  we  do,  do 

all  to  the  glory  of  God." 
The  principal  thought  in  every  prayer  will  then 

be,  "  Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done."  I  conclude 
that  the  time  will  come  when  a  full,  practical  belief 
in  a  special  Providence  will  be  the  test  of  the  true 

discipleship.  We  may  as  well  admit  once  for  all 
that  God  is  within  the  universe,  and  in  no  one  sense 

outside  of  it,  and  he  must  therefore  necessarily  be 

in  everything  in  the  universe,  holding  and  overrul- 
ing all  things  for  the  ultimate  good  of  his  creatures. 

The  time  will  come  when  the  wicked  sailor  in  the 

storm  can  no  longer  truthfully  say  of  the  Christian 

minister,  "  The  preacher  seems  to  be  just  as  much 
afraid  of  going  to  heaven  as  we  are  of  going  to 

hell."  Not  only  in  time  of  danger  but  in  the  ordi- 
nary routine  ot  business  life  the  world  ought  to  be 

able  to  see  evidence  of  the  Christian's  practical  be- 
lief in  the  overruling  Providence  and  care  of  a  Lov- 

ing Heavenly  Father.  Daniel  Vaniman. 
McP/iersott,  Kam. 

Notes  by  the  Way. 

I  returned  from  Iowa  Dec.  20,  where  I  had  la- 

bored for  a  month.  The  next  evening  Bro.  J.  H. 

Wright  commenced  preaching  in  the  Donnel's 
Creek  church,  and  continued  till  the  evening  of 

Jan.  11.  The  interest  and  attention  seemed  good 
during  the  entire  meeting.  Four  precious  souls 
were  received  during  the  meetings;  others  are  still 

waiting.  It  is  sad,  indeed,  that  so  many  are  so 
careless  about  the  one  thing  needful.  The  church 

received  many  good  lessons  that  will  do  us  all  good 
if  we  put  them  in  practice. 

Bro.  Wright  also  preached  two.  sermons 
Carlisle,  and  then  left  for  other  field 

Wright  was  also  with  him,  which  added 

the  interest  of  the  meeting.  It  was  a  pi 
have  her  with  us.  We  expect  a  series  of 

to  commence  in  New  Carlisle,  Feb.  13. 
permitting,  we  go  to  Pleasant  Hill,  111., 

days,  to  assist  in  a  series  of  meetings. 
Henry  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  Jan.  14, 

From  Hampton,  Pa. 

Bro.  Albert  Hollinger  arrived  at  the  Hamp- 

ton meetinghouse  in  the  Upper  Conewago  District, 
Dec,    28,   and   commenced    a   series    of    meetings, 

New 

Sistcr 

eetings 

Health 

,  a  few 

which  closed  the  evening  of  Jan.  15,  preaching,  in 

all,  twenty-four  able  and  instructive  sermons.  Ten 

precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and 
entered  the  fold  by  baptism.  One  was  reclaimed 

and  four  applicants  are  awaiting  the  bath  of  regen- 
eration. Truly,  we  have  had  a  season  of  refresh- 

ing! A  number  more,  laboring  under  deep  convic- 
tion are  seriously  counting  the  cost.  May  God  help 

them  to  yield  and  make  an  entire  surrender  of 

their  wills  to  the  Master's  will!  During  these 
meetings  Bro.  Hollinger  and  brethren  visited  a 
number  of  families.  This  social  feature  was  most 

enjoyable.  Their  time  was  spent  to  the  edifica- 
tion of  souls,  and  the  honor  and  glory  of  God. 

We  praise  God  for  the  deep  and  untiring  interest 
manifested  by  our  brethren,  who  seemed  so  fully 

to  realize  the  importance  of  the  great  work  our 
dear  servant  was  engaged  in.  These  meetings 

were  well  attended  from  the  beginning  and  steadi- 
ly grew  in  interest,  till  the  house  became  packed 

with  much  more  than  its  seating  capacity,  and  con- 
tinued so  up  to  the  close  of  the  meeting.  Dear 

brethren,  let  us  not  forget  the  dear  servants  who 

labor  so  earnestly  for  the  salvation  of  souls! 
Sam.  B.  Miller. 

Jan.  16.  ____^__ 

Death  of  Eld.  David  Bechtelheimer. 

Eld.  David  Bechtelheimer  was  born  in  Cler- 

mont County,  Ohio,  Feb.  7,  1821.  His  parents  re- 
moved to  Henry  County,  Ind.,  in  April,  1827.  He 

was  married  to  Mary  Stump,  of  Delaware  County, 

Ind.,  July  1,  1841.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this 

union,  six  of  whom, — three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters,— have  passed  over  the  river.  Brother  and  sis- 
ter Bechtelheimer  united  with  the  German  Baptist 

or  Brethren  church,  Oct.  5,  1S42.  He  removed 
with  his  family  to  Kosciusko  County,  Ind.,  in  1843. 
He  was  chosen  to  the  visit  in  January,  1849.  June 

25,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  chosen  to  the  ministry. 

He  was  forwarded  to  the  second  degree  of  the  min- 
istry in  1851,  and  in  1857  was  ordained  to  the  full 

ministry.  He  removed  to  Adams  County,  Nebras- 
ka, in  1881,  where,  on  August  30,  1S91,  his  com- 

panion departed  this  life.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  sister  Elizabeth  Hoover,  of  Cass  County, 

Ind.,  May  3,  1892.  He  removed  to  Indiana  from 
Nebraska,  to  the  Upper  Deer  Creek  congregation, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  Jan.  9.  1896,  at  the 

age  of  seventy-four  years,  eleven  months  and  two 
days.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  D.  P.  Shively,  of 
Peru,  Ind.,  from  Rev.  14:  13.  Artemas  Smith. 

From  the  Sunny  South. 

I  notice  an  appeal  in  No.  2,  current  volume  of 
Messenger,  from  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  for  help, 

and  feel  sorry  it  cannot  be  responded  to.  At  the 

last  meeting  of  the  Mission  Board  we  were  not 
able  to  fill  the  call  as  contemplated,  which  was 
much  regretted,  as  well  as  a  disappointment  to  the 
Brethren  here  and  at  Keuka. 

As  a  member  of  the  Board,  after  my  visit  to 

Eastern  Pennsylvania,  I  concluded  to  pay  the  Flor- 
ida Brethren  a  short  visit,  and  offer  some  comfort. 

I  have,  accordingly,  been  preaching  at  Hawthorn, 
and  also  at  Keuka,  and  hope  next  week  to  visit  the 
few  members  on  Indian  River,  at  a  distance  of  one 

hundred  and  fifty  miles  south.  After  a  short  stay 
at  that  point,  I  shall  make  my  way  north,  to  meet 
the  Board  in  its  next  session,  at  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  on 
the  second  Monday  of  February. 

The  duties  of  the  Board  are  becoming  more  and 

more  responsible  as  the  work  of  missions  is  extend- 
ing. -Brethren,  will  you  kindly  remember  us,  your 

servants,  in  your  prayers,  so  that  God  may  give 
wisdom  and  understanding,  to  direct  the  work  of 
the  Brotherhood  aright? 

On  New  Year's  Day,  1896,  we  met  at  the  Keuka 
church  in  council.  No  business  or  complaints 

were  brought  up,  excepting  the  adjusting  of  finan- 
cial matters.  Love  and  union  prevailed.  What  a 

joy  are  such  meetings!  If  all  the  churches  of  our 
great  and  beloved  Brotherhood  were  as  zealous  of 

good  works  as  is  evinced  by  the  little  church 
h.e_re_  in  Florida,  there  would  be  no  need  of  so  many 
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appeals  through  the  Messenger,  and  the  work  of 
spreading  the  true  Gospel  would  go  on,  and  many- precious  souls  would  be  brought  to  Christ. 

Last  week  we  had  a  fine  rain,  and  since  then 
beautiful  sunshine  and  warm  weather.  The  ther- 

mometer, at  noon,  registered  70  to  80,  in  the  shade. 
J-  C.  Lahman. 

Hawthorn,  Fla.,  Jan.  X4. 

To  Sunday  School  Worker 

n The  following,  sent  to  a  number  of  Sunday 
school  workers,  by  the  committee,  is  given  here  by 
the  request  of  the  committee.— Ed. 

We  ask  Annual  Meeting  through  District  Meeting  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  rive  brethren,  to  be  taken  from  different 

parts  of  our  Brotherhood,  and  who  are  well  informed  in  regard 
to  the  history  and  needs  of  our  Sunday  school  work.  Let  this 

committee  furnish  information  and  otherwise  assist  the  Mis- 

sionary and  Tract  Committee  in  obtaining  statistics  and  prop- 
er information  in  regard  to  the  needs  of  our  Sunday  school 

work  and  let  the  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee  report  the 
result  to  next  Annual  Meeting. 

Committee  appointed  by  Annual  Meeting:  I.  B.  Trout,  C.  E. 

Arnold,  Grant  Mahan,  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  J.  M.  Keagy. 

Dear  Co-Worker: 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  work  assigned  them 

by  the  last  Annual  Meeting  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day school  Needs  and  Statistics  have  made  out  the 

following  list  of  questions.  They  wish  to  get  an 
expression  from  as  many  brethren  and  sisters  as 

possible.  There  aim  is  to  send  a  list  of  these  ques- 
tions to  one  person  in  each  congregation,  but  at  the 

same  time  they  wish  to  hear  from  every  one  inter- 
ested in  making  our  Sunday  schools  more  potent 

for  good  to  the  church  and  the  world.  They  hope 
that  you  will  give  these  questions  your  careful  and 

prayerful  attention,  and  that  you  will  send  in  your 
reply  as  soon  as  practicable.  If  there  is  no  Sunday 
school  in  your  congregation,  write  us  anyhow, 

stating  why  you  have  none. 

This  list  is  sent  you  by  the  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  has  charge  of  the  work  in  your  State. 

Following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  Com- 
mittee, together  with  the  district  assigned  each 

member:  For  I.  Bennett  Trout,  of  Lanark,  III.,  In- 

diana, Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Michigan;  for  C.  E.  Ar- 
nold, of  McPherson,  Kans.,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Ar- 

kansas, Indian  Territory  and  all  States  west  of  the 

Rocky  Mountains;  for  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey 

and  the  Northeast;  for  J.  M.  Keagy,  of  Dayton, 

Va.,  West  Virginia,  Virginia,  Tennessee  and  all 
States  south  and  east  of  these;  for  Grant  Mahan,  of 

Mt.  Morris,  111.,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  the 

Dakotas,  Iowa  and  Missouri.  When  you  have  an- 

swered the  questions  and  offered  whatever  sugges- 
tions you  may  have  to  offer,  please  return  this  list 

to  the  member  of  the  Committee  in  whose  territory 

you  are. 

1.  How  many  churchhouses  are  there  in  your  con- 
gregation? 

2.  How  many  Sunday  schools  in  your  congrega- 
tion? 

3.  How  many  Sunday  schools  continuing  through- 
out the  year? 

4.  How  many  Sunday  schools  have  sisters  as  Sup- erintendents? 

5.  How  many  use  no  literature  but  the  Bible? 

6.  How  many  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterly,  papers, etc.? 

7.  How  many  use  other  literature,  and  what  kind? 

8.  What  song  book  do  you  use? 

9.  Are  the  officers  all  members  of  the  church  ? 

10.  If  not,  which  officers  are  not?  ' 
11.  How  many  teachers  in  your  Sunday  school? 

12.  How  many  are  members?     How  many  not? 

13.  How  much  has  been  contributed  to  the  mission- 

ary fund  during  the  past  year  by  each  Sunday school? 

14-  How  many  of  the  Sunday  school  scholars  have 
joined  the  church  during  the  past  year? 

15.  What  do  you  think  the  needs  of  our  Sunday schools  are? 

16.  What  is  the  enrollment  of  each  Sunday  school 
in  your  district? 

17-  Does  the  church  furnish  the  literature?    Should it? 

As  said  above,  the  Committee  would  like  to  have 
one  of  these  lists  filled  out  in  full  from  each  con- 

gregation in  the  Brotherhood,  and  they  will  be  very 
glad  if  the  elder,  or  the  clerk,  or  the  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school  will  see  to  it  that  the  ques- 

tions are  answered  and  the  paper  returned  to  the proper  member  of  the  Committee. 
The  attention  of  all  the  brethren  and  sisters  is 

called  to  the  last  three  questions,  and  answers  to 
them,  or  any  suggestions  concerning  them,  will  be 
appreciated.  An  expression  of  opinion  is  wanted 
from  as  many  as  possible. 

In  some  cases  it  is  not  possible  to  send  a  list  of 
the  questions  to  a  church,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  name  of  the  elder  is  not  known,  nor  is  that 

of  the  clerk.  If  a  list  is  not 'sent  to  every  church  it will  be  for  this  reason,  and  it  is  earnestly  requested 
that  a  list  be  sent  for  at  once. 

In  some  cases  the  elders  of  three  or  four  congre- 
gations live  in  or  near  the  same  town.  Each  one 

is  expected  to  fill  out  the  blank  for  the  church  of 

which  he  is  elder.  And  again;  one  brother  presides 
over  several  congregations.  In  such  cases  he  is  re- 

quested to  see  that  a  blank  is  filled  out  for  each 

congregation.  If  not  enough  are  sent  him,  more 
will  be  sent  on  request.  1.  Bennett  Trout. 

Lanark.  III. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. "As  cold  n 

Claysburg,  Pa.— Jan.  4  was  our  quarterly  coun 
cil  in  the  Lower  Claar  church.  All  business  that 

came  before  the  meeting  was  satisfactorily  settled 

On  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  5,  Bro.  John  Bennett 
from  Artemas,  Pa.,  came  to  us  and  preached  elever 
sound  Gospel  sermons.  There  were  no  immediate 
additions,  and  we  were  sorry  that  our  brother  had 
to  leave  so  soon. — Moses  W.  Walter,  Jan.  18. 

Bills,  Pa.— Sister  Miller,  residing  in  the  Middle 
Creek  church,  seventy-six  years  of  age,  is  ii 
health.  Yesterday,  Jan.  16,  Eld.  Josiah  Berkley 
and  the  writer  anointed  her  according  to  Jame 
Sister  Miller  is  one  of  the  old,  faithful  stand, 

bearers  of  the  church.  May  the  Lord  be 

strength  in  her  weakness,  and  be  the  comfort  and 

staff  of  her  declining  years! — Silas  Hoover,  Jan.  IJ, 

Goshen,  Ind.—  Bro.  Lewis  Whitehead,  of  New 
Paris,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed 

Jan.  15.  His  son,  Jacob,  called  him  for  breakfast, 
and  receiving  no  response,  he  found  him  dead 

He  was  seventy-seven  years  old.  He  went  to  bed 
as  well  as  usual,  but  never  saw  the  morning  sun 
rise.  He  died  of  either  paralysis  or  heart  trouble 
There  was  no  struggle.  Thus  one  more  old  stand 

ard-bearer  has  passed  over  the  river.—/.  H.  Miller. 

Ola,  Iowa. — Our  dear  brother,  Peter  Brower 
came  to  us  Dec.  20,  and  preached  eleven  soul- 

cheering  sermons.  The  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended, considering  the  bad  roads,  and  the  atten- 

tion was  splendid.  There  were  no  immediate  re- 
sults, although  we  believe  some  were  impressed 

with  the  thought  that  they  are  not  doing  their 

duty.  We  are  almost  alone  here,  and  are  always 

glad  to  see  any  of  the  Brethren.  The  Gospel 
Messenger  visits  us  each  week,  for  which  we  are 

very  thankful.  We  think  we  cannot  do  without  it, 
here  in  our  isolated  condition. — Ella  Buzzard. 

Callaway,  Va.— Eld.  Daniel  Peters  and  I  left 
our  homes  Nov.  18,  1895,  to  visit  the  Fraternity 

congregation  of  Forsyth  and  Davidson  Counties, 
North  Carolina,  to  hold  meetings  at  different 

points;  also  to  ordain  to  the  eldership  brethren  J. 
F.  Robertson  and  C.  R.  Faw,  as  was  agreed  upon 

by  the  elders  of  the  First  District  of  Virginia,  at 
last  District  Meeting.  The  above-named  church 

being  assembled  in  council,  they  expressed  them- 
selves unanimously  in  favor  of  an  ordination,  which 

was  done  seemingly  with  a  sense  of  their  respon- 

sibility. During  our  stay  we  held  about  thirty 

meetings.  Four  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 

— fere  Bamlmrt. 

McCrea, 

rs  Jan,  6, 

but 

Rome  Church,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Dec. 
7,  Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh,  of  Woodland,  Mich.,  com- 

menced to  preach  for  us  at  our  Oak  Grove  house, 
meetings  closed  Jan.  12.  One  was  baptized. 

We  had  good  attendance  and  very  good  interest. — 
Maggie  A.  Dickey,  Alvada,  Ohio. 

Walnut  Church,  Ind.— I  am,  at  this  writing,  in 
e  midst  of  a  series  of  meetings.  Four  made  the 

good  confession.  Others  are  near.  Among  those 
vho  were  received  is  a  mute  sister.  We  have  an 

nterpreter  with  us,  which  is  a  great  help  to  those 

vho  are  deprived  of  their  hearing.—  Dorsey  Hodg- 
den,  Argos,  Ind.,  Jan.  17. 

South  Loup  Church,  Nebr.— Bro.  Ja 
from  the  Muddy  Valley  church,  came 

and  preached  seven  soul-cheering 
crowded  houses.  There  were  no  additions, 
there  was  considerable  interest  manifested.  Bro. 

McCrea  is  an  earnest  worker  for  the  Master— Ii' 
P.  Mc Lilian,  Litchfield,  Nebr.,  Jan.  17. 

Bills,  Pa.  —In  company  with  Bro.  George  Shrock, 
we  visited  our  sick  brother,  Samuel  Wellcr,  in  the 

Middle  Creek  congregation,  who  is  in  his  seventy- 
sixth  year,  and  was  anointed  according  to  James  5, 

after  which  he  expressed  a  joy  and  comfort.  May 
the  Lord  abundantly  bless  our  dear  brother  in  his 

declining  years! — Silas  Hoover,  Jan.  18. 

Notice.— In  the  Synoptical  Report  of  the  East-  ' 
crn  Pennsylvania  Ministerial  Meeting,  published  in 

pamphlet  form,  there  are  two  printer's  errors  on 
page  28,  which  detract  from  the  true  sense.  Line 

sixteen  from  bottom  reads  "  people  there  were," 
instead  of  "people  then  were."  Line  four  from 

bottom  after  the  word  "added"  is  wanting  this 
sentence:  "Going  cast  a  day  is  dropped."  All 
having  the  Report  will  do  well  to  make  the  cor- 

rection at  once. — George  Bucher,  Clerk,  Kleinfclters- 
villc,  Pa.,  Jan.  17. 

Johnsville,  Ohio— Dec.  29,  1895,  Bro.  Daniel 
Garber,  of  Lower  Twin,  Ohio,  came  to  the  Union 
house,  in  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  to  hold  a  series  of 

meetings.  The  unfavorable  weather  on  Monday 
preventetl  some  from  turning  out  for  a  few  days, 
but  the  house  was  filled  to  overflowing.  The  last 
half  of  the  meeting  the  people  turned  out  from  all 

parts  of  the  country  to  hear  the  Gospel  declared 
in  its  pure  and  unadulterated  state.  Many  good 

impressions,  we  think,  were  made.  There  were 
three  accessions  by  baptism  and  one  restored  to 

full  membership  that  had  fallen  away. — W.  S.  Gil- 

bert, Jan.  18. 
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with  the  church.  On  Sunday,  Jan.  5,  Bro.  C.  P. 

Rowland  and  several  others  assembled  at  the  home 

of  sister  Mollie  Barton,  who  was  very  ill,  and  de- 
sired to  be  anointed.  She  is  a  strong  sister  in  the 

faith  and  has  bright  prospects  of  that  promised 
home.  Bro.  C.  P.  Rowland  left  us  Jan.  6  for  his 

home  in  Illinois.— A  E.  Wycoffjan.  15. 

Stroud,  Okla.  T—  Bro.  N.  S 
Gorham  came  to  our  place  Jai 

at  this  point  are  about  twelve  m 
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ning  of  Jan.  5.  On  the  evening  of  the 

7th  Bro.  Gripe  received  the  sad  news  that  his 
house,  with  all  its  contents,  was  in  ashes.  Next 

day  he  took  his  departure  for  home,  about  fifty 
miles  distant.  Bro.  Gorham  continued  the  meet- 

ings until  the  13th.  The  brethren  preached  in 
all,  ten  soul-cheering  sermons.  One  precious  soul 

came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  On  Saturday,  Jan. 
rr,  we  met  at  our  regular  preaching  place  in  coun- 

cil. But  little  business  came  before  the  meeting. 

Bro.  1.  F.  Betts  was  advanced  to  the  second  de- 

gree of  the  ministry  amid  great  solemnity.—/.  K, 
Waltman,  Jan.  14. 
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Washington,  Kans.— Two  more  dear 
souls  were  added  to  the  fold  by  bap- 

tism Jan.  12.  Others  are  counting  the 

cost;  some  are  near  the  kingdom. — 
Lizzie  Gauby,Jan.  13. 

Roanoke,  La. — We  baptized  the  ap- 

plicants, previously  reported,  yester- 
day. Last  night  another  young  man 

applied  for  membership.  We  feel  to 

thank  God  and  take  courage. — C.  D. 
Hyltonjan.13. 

New  Baltimore,  Ohio.— Bro.  Aaron 
Heistand  closed  an  interesting  series 

of  meetings  at  the  brick  house  in  the 
East  Nimishillen  congregation,  Start 
Co.,  Ohio,  on  last  evening.  Twelvi 
were  added  to  the  church  by  baptisn 

during  these  meetings. — Andrew  Brum 
bangh,  Jan.  17. 

Banquo,  Ind.— Bro.  J.  F.  Spitzer 
came  to  us  Jan.  8,  and  preached  fivt 

soul-cheering  sermons.  His  visit  witl 
us  was  all  that  could  be  desired 

The  meetings  closed  with  increasing 
interest  and  attendance  and  with  re. 

grets  that  Bro.  Spitzer  had  to  leave 
for  other  fields  of  labor  so  soon 

D.  Moore,  Jan.  14. 

,  Notice. —  To  the  Brethren  and  Sisters  of 
the  Eastern  District  o  Pennsylvania 
The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange 
a  program  for  the  Ministerial  Meeting 

of  1896  will  meet  for  that  purpose 
and  asks  the  brethren  and  sisters  to 

forward  all  questions  to  the  under- 

signed before  Feb.  15,  1896. — H.  E. 
Light,  Mountville,  Pa. 

Waldon,  Ind.  Ter.— But  few  of  our 
members  remain  in  this  arm  of  the 
church.  Most  of  them  have  moved 

to  other  parts.  Bro.  M.  M.  Ennis,  of 

El  Reno,  came  to  our  place  Dec.  17, 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings,  but  ow- 

ing to  so  much  rain,  and  appointments 
ahead  of  us,  we  could  not  continue. 

He  preached  one  soul-cheering  ser- 
mon.—Lydia  Shireman,  Jan.  8. 

South  Bend,  Ind.— This  church  met 
in  council  Jan.  11.  As  there  was  im- 

portant business  to  come  before  the 

meeting,  Bro.  Lemuel  Hillery  and 
Hiram  Kreighbaum  were  called  in 
council  with  us.  One  sister  was  rein- 

stated and  three  deacons  elected  and 

installed.  The  services  were  very  im- 
pressive throughout  and  we  hope 

much  good  will  result  from  them.— 
Wm.  Borough,  North  Liberty,  Ind.,  Jan.  11. 

New  Midway,  Md—  On  Monday 
night,  Jan.  6,  some  incendiary  fired 
our  Rose  Jelly  factory.  We  discov- 

ered it  just  too  late  to  save  anything. 
We  would  have  succeeded  in  saving 
the  building,  but  an  explosion  took 
place,  which  blew  my  two  sons  fifteen 
feet  or  more,  and  nearly  killed  us, 
while  battling  with  the  flames.  We 
are  arranging  to  resume  business  again, 
and  will  be  able  to  fill  orders  prompt- 

ly in  a  few  days.—  F.  C.  Renmrjan.  10. 

Bethel,  Nebr  —  The  members  of  the 
Bethel  church  met  in  quarterly  coun- 

cil the  first  Saturday  in  this  month. 
All  business  was  disposed  of  in  a  sat- 

isfactory manner.  Several  members 
were  received  by  letter  into  the 
church.  Our  Sunday  school  and  so- 

cial meetings  are  very  interesting  and 
are  improving.  A  series  of  meetings 
was  held  at  the  Lichty  schoolhouse 
by  our  ministers.  No  additions  to 
the  church  were  made,  but  good  in- 

terest was  manifested.— Clara  B.  Hoch- 
stedler. 

a  result  of  the  good  work,  four  were 

baptized  and  one  reclaimed.  Among 
this  number  was  one  Lutheran  and 
one  of  the  Reformed  c 

manifestation  of  interest  and  attention 

we  need  only  to  say  the  house  was 
overcrowded  every  night,  with  a  few 

ptions.— Josiah  Eby,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Jan.  iS. 

Notice. — To  the  Churches  of  North 
western  Ohio: — Wc  hereby  give  notice 
that  those  who  have  not  paid  th 

apportionment  assigned  to  them  1 
Home  Mission,  will  please  forward 
the  same  to  S.  Rodabaugh,  New  Stark, 

Ohio,  at  least  two  weeks  before  Dis- 

trict Meeting.  Money  for  general  ex- 
penses should  be  sent  to  J.  F.  Weaver, 

Lima,  Ohio,  Box  576.— Z.  C.  Schubett, 
Secretary  0/  Mission  Board  of  Northives- 
tern  Ohio, 

Upper  Dublin  Church,  Pa.— An  in- 
teresting series  of  meetings  here 

ed  last  evening  with  a  large  at- 
tendance. Bro.  Wm.  Howe,  of  the 

Amwell  church,  N.  J.,  came  Dec.  30, 

and  preached,  in  all,  fifteen  earnest 

and  telling  sermons.  Although  there 

were  no  immediate  results,  the  "in- 

corruptible seed"  was  liberally  sown, 
and  we  trust  that,  in  God's  own  time, 
a  harvest  of  souls  may  be  garnered. 
— B.  F.  Kittinger. 

Bear  Creek,  Ohio.— On  the  evening 
of  Dec.  29  Bro.  Daniel  M.  Garver 
came  to  us  and  preached  in  our  house 
in  New  Lebanon  until  the  evening  of 

Jan.  14,  and  gave  us  twenty-four  ex- 
cellent  sermons,  including    one    < 

Committee  on  Arrangements  at  thi 
Annual  Meeting,  held  at  Ottawa  ii 
1887— I.  H.  Crist,  Jan.  /?. 

neeting 

fun al.     A: 

4  was  our  ( 
Nevada,  Mo 

l-meeting.     Some  bu 

fore  the  meeting,  but   all    passed    off 

1  a  good  feeling.     Our  elder,  Sam- 
Click,   handed   in   his  resignation 
:h    was    accepted    by   the    church, 
expects  to  go  to  Arkansas  to  labor 

for    the    church.     The    church    chose 

Wm.  Harvey,  of  Jasper  County, 

to  look  after  the  church  at  this  place, 
members  in  this  church  are  much 

scattered,   but  we  have   concluded  to 

n    our    Sunday    school    during    the 
nter.     Our  school,  at  times,  is  very 
»all,    compared   with  other   schools, 

e      use     the     "Brethren's     Sunday 
School  Song  Book"  which  gives  good 
satisfaction,    especially   so  among  the 

Brethren's     children.  —  Riley    Stump, fan.  14. 

Gardner,  Kans. — We  commenced  a 
series  of  meetings  in  our  West  church 

Christmas  Day  and  closed  Jan.  12, 

holding,    in   all,  twenty-five  meetings. 
The   congregations    were   the    largest, 

ng  the   entire   meeting,    we    ever 
had   on  a  similar  occasion,  with  a  gen- 

1    upbuilding   of   all  who  attended. 
Only     three    were    baptized,    but    we 
losed  with  a  bright  prospect.     These 

meetings  were  conducted  by  the  home 
To-day    Bro.    H.    F.    Crist 
ere  called  to  the  home  of 

Eld.  George   Myers,  of  Wade,  Kans., 
to  officiate 

Myen 

the 

uplicatii 

ointing   of  Bro. 

sorely    afflicted    with 
of  diseases,  which   at 

times    bring    him    very    near    death's 
door.     He  desires  the  prayers  of  God's 
children  in  his  behalf.     Never,  in  our 
experience,   did   we   see   the    blessing anointing  with  more  joy 

and   beneficial    results,    at    the    time, 
than  in  Bro.  Myers'  case,     Many  will remember  him  as  the  foreman  of  the 

-MATRIMONIAL  - 

FORNEY— SHULL.— By  the   undersigned, 
his  residence,  Nortli  Manchester,  Ind.,  Jan. 
1896,  D.  L.  Forney,  of  Palestine,  Ark.,  and 

Anna  M.  Shull,  of  Virden,  111. 

MILLER— SHELLY.— Also     at    the    same 

ne  and  place,  J.  K.  Miller,  formerly  of  Kauff- 
an,  Pa.F  but  more  recently  of  Robins,  Iowa, 

and  Louisa  M.  Shelly,  of  Mastersonville,  Lan- 
ister  Co.,  Pa.  E.  S.  Young. 

HINEGARDENER— HEDRICK.— At  the 
home  of  the  bride,  in   Midland,  Va„  Dec.  15, 

,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  John  Hinegar- 
Er,  of  Nokesville,  Prince  William  Co.,  Va., 

and  sister  Eva  E.  Hedrick  (daughter  of  Eld. 
Jacob   Hedrick,  deceased),   of    Fauquier    Co., 
'a.  Andrew  Chambers. 

MOSHOLDER— RUMMEL.— At  the  home 

f  the  bride's  parents,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Dec.  25, 
8q5,  by    the    undersigned,    Bro.    Edward    S. 
Mosholder  and  sister  Mary  A.  Rummel. 

Albert  Berkley. 

BUBB— BUCHER.— At  the  residence  of  the 

bride's   parents,   Astoria,    111.,  Jan.  7,  1896,  by 
Bro.  Michael  Flory,  of  Girard,  III.,  Bro.  Jes 
Bubb  and  sister  Sarah  Bucher,  both  of  Astor 
111.  Lvdia  Bucher. 

-  - .  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP  - . . 

"  Blessed  arc  tl>..-  , !■..■;..)  -vlnch  .lie  in  the  Lord."  ""^ 
WEAVER.— In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lan- 

caster Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  4,  1896,  Daniel  O.  Weaver, 
son  of  Bro.  George  and  Martha  Weaver,  aged 
4  years,   1  month  and   22  days.     Services   by 
the  Breth 

^ZUG.— 
Zug, [  The .  4: 13- 

I.  W.  Taylor. 

the  Tulpehocken  church,    Leba- 

dow  of   Abraham    Zug,   Sr.,    aged    82 
months  and  4  days. 

^HERTZLER.— In   the   same   church,    Dec 
iSg;,  sister  Elizabeth  Royer  Hertzler,  wid- 
of  deacon  Jonathan  Hertzler  (who  died  on 
ie  day,    1887),  and   mother  of  elders  John 

and   William   Hertzler,   aged   91    years  and  3 nonths. 

MERKEY.— In  the  same  church,  Dec.  27, 
895,  sister  Minnie  Merkey,  daughter  of  Joseph 
nd  Mary  Sherman  Merkey,  beth  deceased, 

ged  14  years,  8  months  and  12  days. 
^BRENDLE.— In  the  same  church,  Jan.  3, 

96,  Bro.  Levi  Brendle,  aged  66  years,  2 
months  and  28  days.  C.  Bucher. 

JONES.— In    the    Grundy    County    church, 
u.     10,     1896,    of    cancer    of    the    stomach, 
homas  J.  Jones,  aged  61  years,  9  months  and 

29  days.     He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
church  for  thirty-six  years,  and  for  thirty- 
years  of  that  time  he  faithfully  served  in 

the  office  of  deacon.     During  all  his  suffering 
.ever  complained,  but  cast  his  care   on 
who  never  faileth.     He  leaves  a  wife,  four 
and  two  daughters.     Services  were  con- 

ducted by   Eld.  H.  P.  Strickler  and  Bro.  C. 
M.  Garner,  from  2  Kings  20: 1  and  Rev.  14: 13. 

WILSON.— In  the  Fredonia  church,  Wilson 
:o.,    Kans.,  Jan.    11,    1896,    Melissa  F.  Birdie, 
■nly  daughter  of   James  B.   and  sister  Clara 
Wilson,  aged   3  weeks  and    1    day.     Funeral 

rvices  conducted  by  the  undersigned  from 
^e  18: 16.  S.  E.  Thompson. 

HORNER.— In  Upland,  Grant  Co.,  Ind., 
Jan.  s,  1896,  Moses  R.  Horner.  He  was  the 

uf  George  and  Margaret  Horner,  of  Preble 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  sister  Nancy  M.  Winter,  May  3,  1868. 
His  first  wife,  Nancy,  and  little  daughter, 
Mary,  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  home.  He 
leaves  his  second  wife,  Lucy,  two  married 
daughters,  two  grown  sons  and  two  small  chil- 

eral  services  in  the  M.  E.  church 

by  I.  J.  Howard.  After  the  funeral  the  re- 
conveyed  to  the  cemetery  at  Gass 

City  and  laid  to  rest  in  hope. Isaiah  J.  Howard. 

ETTER.— In  the  Falling  Spring  congrega- 
)n,  Pa.,  Jan.  6, 1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Etter,  aged  67 

years,  1  month  and  21  days.    He  leaves  one  son. 

He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  church 
for  many  years,  and  filled  the  office  of  deacon 
some  eighteen  or  twenty  years  faithfully.  His 
companion  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world 
nine  years  ago.  Both  departed  this  life  al- 

most without  a  moment's  warning.  Interment 
at  the  Falling  Spring  cemetery.  Text,  1  Sam. 

20:  3,  latter  clause,  by  the  home  ministry. 
Wm.  C.  Koontz. 

JACOBS.— Near  East   Berlin,   Pa.,   Nov.  5i 
1895,    Bertha    May,   grandchild   of   Bro.  Peter 
Jacobs,  aged  1  year,  3  months  and  12  days. 
JACOBS.— At  the  same  place,  Dec.  8,  1895, 

Maurice,  son  of  Bro.  Peter  Jacobs,  aged  6 
months  and  24  days.  Disease,  diphtheria, 
Services  by  Bro.  David  H.  Baker  and  others. 

Mary"  K.Baker. 

fBRUBAKER— In  the  West  qonestoga  con- 
gregation, Elizabeth  Township,  Lancaster  Co., 

Jan.  5,  1895,  Elizabeth  Brubaker,  aged  96 
years,  9  months  and  21  days.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Musser.  She  was  born  in  West 
Hemfield  Township,  this  County  and  State. 
She  was  an  exemplary  Christian  woman,  hav- 

ing joined  the  Brethren  church  some  sixty 
years  ago.  The  funeral  services  were  con- 

ducted by  Eld.  Jacob  Hackman,  Cyrus  Gibble 
and  Hiram  Gibble,  of  White  Oak  congrega- 

from  Ps.  92:  13,  14.  Seven  children  were 
to  her,  of  whom  three  are  living.  Her 

husband,  the  late  John  Brubaker,  died  May, 
I65.  E.  B.  Brubaker. 
BLICKENSTAFF.— In  the  Oakley  church, 

Macon  Co.,  III.,  Jan.  8,  1896,  sister  Barbara 
Blickenstaff,  wife  of  Levi  Blickenstaff,  aged 

25  years,  10  months  and  7  days.  She  leaves 
a  husband  and  two  children.  Funeral  services 
conducted  by  Bro.  M.  J.  McClure. 

W.  H.  Hood. 

HALE.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  congregation, 

Va.,  Dec,   19,-  1895,  sister   Mollie  Hale,  aged 
83  years  and  10  months.     Funeral  services  by 
Eld.  Jacob  Thomas. 
HOLLEN—  In  the  Beaver  Creek  congrega- 

tion, Va.,  Dec.  27,  1895,  sister  Catherine  Hol- 
len,  aged  77  years,  10  months  and  21  days. 
Funeral  services  by  brethren  Jacob  Thomas 
and  J.  W.  Click.  M.  B.  Miller. 
ENFIELD.— At  the  home  of  her  (Son,  in 

Johnson  County,  Iowa,  Elizabeth  Enfield,  wife 
of  Philip  Enfield,  aged  90  years,  3  months  and 
22  days.  Her  husband  and  two  children  pre- 

ceded her  to  the  spirit  world.  She  has  left 
nine  children.  So  far  as  known,  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 

years.     Peace  to  her  ashes! 
J.  C.  Seibert, 

COSNER—  In  the  Alleghany  congregation 
Grant.  Co.,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  1,  1896,  of  paralysis, 
Bro.  Benjamin  Cosner  (a  deacon)  aged  about 
65  years.  He  was  anointed  only  a  few  days 
prior  to  his  death.  He  leaves  a  wife,  three 
children  and  a  large  circle  of  relations. 

Raphael  Baker. 

RITTER.— At  Teegarden,  Marshall  Co., 
Ind.,  Dec.  25,  1895,  Bro.  Henry  Ritter,  aged 
69  years,  1  month  and  10  days.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  thirty-one 
years.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

Jacob  Hilderbrand. 
BEACHEY.— In  the  Elk  Lick  congregation, 

Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  2,  1896,  Abraham  P. 
Beachey,  aged  67  years,  11  months  and  9  days. 
Bro. '  Beachey  united  with  the  church  at  an 
early  age  and  served  in  the  office  of  deacon 
for  nineteen  years.  He  was  also  secretary  of 
the  church  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
death  of  Bro.  Beachey  the  church  has  lost  one 
of  its  most  active  and  exemplary  members. 
Funeral  services  by  Eld.  S.  F.  Sanger  and  the 
writer.  W.  A.  Gaunt. 

SPITLER.— In  the  Salem  church,  Ohio,  Jan. 

ii,   1896,  Sarah  Spitler,  only  child  of  friend 
Esta  and  Vinnia  Spitler,  aged  5  months  and 

days.     Funeral  Text,  1    Pet.   1:23,  24,  con- 
ducted by  the  writer. 

John  H.  Brumbaugh. 
WEAVER.— In    the    Conestoga    congrega- 
m,    Lancaster  Co.,   Pa„  Jan.    11,    1896,    Eva 
ene  Weaver,  daughter  of  Bro.  George  and 

sister     Martha     Weaver.      Services     by     the 
Brethren   from  Matt.  18:3.     That  death  loves 

shining   mark   was   verified    in    the    taking 
away  of  two  loved  ones  in  one  week's  time. 

I,  W.  Taylor. 
LEHMAN.— In  the  Garrison  church,  Iowa, 

Jan.   13,   1896,  Ina,  little   daughter  of   Bro.   J. 
S.,  and  Rena  Lehman,  aged  1  month.     Funer- 

al  sermon  by   Bro.   George    W.    Thomas,    of 
Ames,  Iowa,  from  Mark  10: 14, 

Rachel  C.  Christy, 
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Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 
International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced students.  It  is  really  the  mos 

reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  I 

is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au 
thor  of  religious  works.     Price,  $1.00;  ou 

1  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  th( 
South.  City  Ticket  Office,  232  Clark  St.,  Ch cago. 

Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  ] 

life 

eglad 

n   the 
.  hnghl 

m   of  the    Infiii 
says  a  noted  author.     It  is  true  a 
that  our  Brotherhood   has    mei 
darkness  all  around,  have  shorn 
stars    on    the     firmanent    of    truth.     This 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 

the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."     No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 

life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 

Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our Sunday  schools. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodical; 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

Teaching  and  Teachers.— By  H.  Clay  Trum- 
bull.    A    book    of   390    pages    {7%  x  $y2 

inches),  bound  in  cloth.    Our  price,   90 

Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "  Teaching  and 

Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way  into  (he 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work- 

ers. It  is  to-day  the  "popular  hand-book  on 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith-Peloubet  Dictionary  of  the  Bible.— 
Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  no 

hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 

best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been  care- 

fully revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F. 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth, 

818  pages.    Regular  price,  S2.00;  our  price, 

by  mail,   Si-75 

Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book — 
This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 

authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 

1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 

publication.  "While  it  may  be 
mlvantage  in  any  of  our  service 

pecially  adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 

prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contain: 

185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  Jh- 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  i 

being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 

jents;  per  dozen 
copies,  prepaid, 

ably   impressed, 
sters,    51.00.    t 

this  office. Addn 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 
FOK  36  cents  «■«  will  sontl  postpaid  11  full  M 
it  size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com- 
jnd  (herb  form)  conhiliilny  the  medical  proper- 
sofa  full  size  *1.00  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrnp. 
itil  Jan  1,  1811(1,  wi<  make  11  special  low  offer  to 
y  who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.  Write  uow 

■  the  offer,  etc.  Three  cents  In  stamps  will  get 
u  a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
d  a  Frederick  Almanac-  lor  iKim,  now  ready. 

Yours  very  truly. 
Victor  Remedies  Co., 

Ttf  Frederick,  Md. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brem- 
en or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 

ecognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 

Eclipses  Them  All ! 

Zhl  Hours 
Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

This  trnin  is  composed  ol  elegant  Pullman  Perfected 
Safety  Vcstlbnlcd,  Open  and  Compartment  Sleepers,  In- 

cluding Drawing  Room  and  Buffet  Sleepers,  as  well  as 
comfortable  day-coaches,  with  Monon  Celebrated  IJlgh- 

1;   40  P.  M.,    rc.uhliiH    |ju  ksiinvtlli*    , 

1  fur  points  In  Central  and   Smitliui 

The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  annum   *    50 

'I'lliS    I? 

i  lastc; 
r  made  by   any  line  be- 

t,  Chicago;  Frank  J. 

-A*  ̂ Te^xr  lEra,  I 

Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 

Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 

pies,  Ratchets,  Netting 
and  Antomntlo  Gates,  1 

tomera,    Write  as  for  prioes  »nd
  catalogue. 

THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merch
ant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Balti
more,  Md, 

Roots. 

■  ••„   .1  IlllltllllS 

Samples  of  our  periodicals  ' n  application.   

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
:ry  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
erms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  (or  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 

and  a  complete  explanation  ol  the  lessor 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wt 

keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  tht 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  theii 

Ti(.ti.-I 

•35C 

•  3Kc 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it, 

Single  subscription,  per  year..  . 
6  copies 
0  copies  and  over   »%c 

Sunday  School   Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 

in  styles  and   prices  so  as  to  pleas< 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 

IhUMT.nl    I 

.  l.uiHlscnpi-  a 
]  i;ir-.i... Si-riiji  ii 

'ext  Tickets,  red  or 

When  ordering  cards  be  s 

ber  and  price  as  well  as  tht 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  v 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  ac 
tised  here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdozen.  -  . 

a  engravings,! 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  fa 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description,  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. Address,  _ 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 
Mt.  Morris,  111, 

vuen  Chicago  nnd 
City  Ticket  Office.  13a  Clark  Strc 

Reed,  Qen'l,  Pass.  Agt,,  Chicago. 
time  enrds,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 
is  L.  E,  Sessions,  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt,,  Minneapolis, 

Minn. 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 

New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  orhistoricaL 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

speculative  theories. 
6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 

page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 
(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 

the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- thorized Version  following  each  verse, 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  (//)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

ject or  in  comparison  with  it 
io.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

n.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

Compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 

the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,       -        -  $5  co 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -        -5  5° 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- dress:     brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 

Mt.  Morris.  111. 

Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 

one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  £4.00; 

Half  Leather,  $4.50;  Half  Morocco, 

$5.00. 
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Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 

ELDER  J.  W.  HARTSOCK 

Writes  of  his  Experience  in 
North  Dakota. 

Urges  the  Brethren  to  Join  the  Col- 
onies and  Churches  Already 

Organized,  and 

Not  Scatter  about  in  New  and 
Uncertain  Sections ! 

No  Cheap  Reprints. 

Elder  Hartsock,  of  Grand  Harbor, 

North  Dakota,  in  a  letter  printed  be- 
low, advises  the  Brethren  to  rally 

around  the  churches  already  organized 

in  that  State,  and  not  make  experi- 
ments in  other  parts.  There  is  still 

plenty  of  land  where  the  present  col- 
onies are  located,  and  his  opinion  is 

that  those  looking  for  new  homes 

should   settle  where    friends    have    al- 

ready satisfied  themselves 
fertility  of  the  soil  and  othi 
advantages,  and  whi 
will  find  neighbors  a 

ship.     His  letter  is  a 

the 

as  to  the 

r  general 
lewcomer 

:h   fellow- 

•  Har ,  N.  D.,  Jar 

Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 

,uugf.7  Sir; — I  have  been  desiring  to  write 

in  the  iui'iwe  *'K?  lms  co,intrv.  ar>d  w'sn  to say  that  we  lonnu  it  Deiter  than  it  was  repre- 
sented and  we  are  well  pleased  with  our  new 

home.  We  have  done  well  here  this  year,  and 
as  far  as  I  know  all  of  the  Brethren  have  done 

well, — have  got  plenty  of  everything.  I  wish 
to  say,  however,  th.it  North  Dakota  is  like  all 
countries,  there  is  some  poor  land  in  it.  I  am 

told  by  the  old  settlers  here  that  the  James 
River  country  is  poor,  sandy  land,  and  I  do 

hope  that  my  dear  Brethren  will  not  go  where 

they  will  lose  everything  that  they  have.  As 
you  know  all  about  it  I  wish  you  would  do 

something  to  prevent  them  from  going  out 
there,  as  there  is  as  good  land  here  as  the  sun 

ever  shone  upon,  and  they  do  not  need  to  buy 

of  a  railroad,  but  they  can  buy  of  the  old  set- 
tlers, or  take  up  free  government  land. 

Well,  I  will  give  you  some  idea  what  we 

raised  on  the  farm  here,  5,758  bushels  of  wheat, 

l.ioo  bushels  of  oats,  200  bushels  of  barley, 
and  125  bushels  of  potatoes.  Then  I  had  some 

land  rented,  on  that  there  was  2,300  of  wheat, 

1,090  of  oats,  and  900  bushels  of  barley,  which 
is  altogether  11,473  bushels.  We  think  this 

was  good  for  the  first  year's  farming.  This 
leaves  us  all  well  and  hearty,  and  I  hope  to  see 
you  soon.  Yours  truly, 

John  W.  Hartsock. 

Persons  desiring  information  about 
North  Dakota  are  requested  to  address 
the  undersigned,  and  full  attention  will 

be  given  to  every  question  that  may 
be  asked.  Remember  that  all  the 
Brethren  Colonies  in  that  State  are 

located  along  the  line  of  the  Great 

Northern  Railway,  the  pioneer  com- 

pany engaged  in  promoting  the  settle- 
ment of  Free  Government  Land. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  III. 

For  the  Fruit  Garden. 

I  will  send  by  express,  not  prep 

Ohio,  Gregg  and  Lonberger  Raspbei 

Blackberry  plants,  12  Strawberry  Plai 

Cattle  With  Horns 
ARE  DANGEROUS, 

Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 

North  Dakota. 

If  You  Are   Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  he  Better 
Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 

Wells  and    Foster 
Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads. 

THERE  AREtta 

THERE  ARE  n 

Brethern': }  Plain  Clothing  I 

ALABAMA  MONEY !  ! 
DO  YOU  WANT  SOME? 

ftT  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  is   an  incorporated   comnanv 

sums  Iron,  Sio  to  $1,000.    For  particulars 

BRETHREN'S  SCHOOL  CO., 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

Everybody  rybo  has 
lending  for  a  10-cent  be 
QUICK  CORN  CURE, 

FRUIT  JUICE  PILL8 

California   Colony 
OF    BRETHREN. 

like  well- 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 
>--.?£*3^J 

endured  useless  by 

nay  prolil.ibly  etn;.^,-  i,  >|m n  .,v'u '"I'.i'-'s  toi  s..!.-.  p,„  ,,.,„,,  :il„i  , 

.  A.  Dickey,  Nead,  Miami  <_,..,. ,  i,,,j 

THERE  ARE  good   markets,  and 

average  i 
hch    0/   No 

tillable. 

THERE  HAS  NEVER t 

THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands  < 

THERE    IS  ALWAYS; 

'  Ste.    Marie   R.   J?„ 

We iFos 
r  Com 

The  Land  Dcparim. 
'U  Railroad  has  2$o,t 

ter  and  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  h; 

served  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
e  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  Ko  give  land 

site,  zn&five  hundred  dollars  towards  the 
ion  of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth- 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  ' 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 

Plain  Clothing,  'not  having  it. 
Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 

our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 

sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self. 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 

understand  them. 

We"  guarantee  the  fit,  the   make  and 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  • 

er  or  goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices 

are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,    "     , 47tf  WARSAW,  IND.  \ 

Homeseekers'  Excursions. 

The  C.  B.  &  Q,.  B.  R.  will,  on  Jan.  14,  23,  Feb.  11, 
lurch  10,  1896,  sell  tickets  to  ali  points  in  Arkan- 
is,  Indian  Territory,  Oklahoma,  Texas  (Arizona 
istofnnd  including  Maricopa).  Points  on  1111- 
ois  Central  Railway  in  Kentucky.  Tennessee,, 

Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  except  New  Orleans 
and  Memphis.  Good  to  return  any  Tuesday  or 
Friday  within  31  days  from  date  of  sale. 
Stopover  allowed,  F.  C.  Rummers. 

Here  Again  for  1896 !J 

C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac: 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  ioo  pages  8xio,. 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.     Printed  dpi 

:  quality  of  paper.     It  is  really  the  finest  book  ol  its-, 
■s  published.    Price,  is  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 

MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A,  481116. 

I  de 

The  : '  asked  for  these  lands  art 

re,  and  ten  years'  time 'ie-ienih   cash  each  year, 

from  Sj 

is  give, 
at  6  p, 

Sj  Per  «, 

with   only  o ■nt  interest. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 

that  they  werepaying  too  much  for  crop-paynu 
lands,  and  have  filed  applications  for  land  in 
Foster  and  Wells  Counti, 

If  you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 
prices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else 
offer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  ?ne  at  c 

and   I   will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 

freight  rates.    Do  not  locate  until  you  have 

gated.    Write  to 

C.  W,  Mott,  • General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R, St.  Paul,  Mi: 

:r,  N.  P.  R.  R. 

DUBBEL'S Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 

or  poisons  or  danger- 
imgest  child  without  a 
past  thirteen  years  we 

rods  ol  people,  who  to- 

delay  a  day.  Special  indu< 
ri  time  only,  are  given  to  he 
remedy  Introduced  into  eve 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa, 

POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 
Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 

Also  a  few  OOOO  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  row. 

Address;  O.  -E.  FRANK, 

4tl3  Pleasant  Home,  Ohio,. 

FARJjORJALEj^ 
mile  to  German  Baptist  church.  Eight  roon 
large  Iraine  barn,  good  neighborhood,  et 
longs  to  D.  Greider.  It  will  be  sold  at  a  bai 
payments.    Address,  David  Greider,  Ridgei 

Crocker-Huffman 

Land  and  Water  Company. 

MERCED, 
CALIFORNIA. 

;  ol  our  60,000  Acres  we  have  selected  a  portion  oi  c 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

s  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Easy  Terms 
Payment.    A  critical  examination  of  this  prop- erty will  repay  the  intending 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Home  Market  in  Merced  City.  Churches  of  m; 
nations  and  Public  Schools  convenient  to 

>n  the  lines  oi  THREE  RAILROADS.    Bef 

Thursday,  Feb.  20,  189.6.  to  be  under  the  special  care  ai 

circulars,  Illustrated  pamphlets  and  all  other  inforniatic address,  WILLET  WILLIAMS,  Agent, 

"4  230  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  1 

Buy  a  Globe  incubator  and  Brooder 

pipe  syutfiu.     At
'- 

Snlllll'lv   M-lt-r.':Ml]-lMl!'-', 
li.-.i  [ii.ifliii.'-.Hi  rln'iii."' 

Our  guarantee 
Finely  illustrated 
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TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

i  Foreign  Travel.    No. : 

Shall  the  Redeemed  Know  Each  Othe 
Editorial  Gleanings  in  the  Orient.  Nc 
The  Poor  Fund   
Tin;  Sanctity  of  the  Marriage  Tie,.  . 

Angels,   
His  Coming   
Perfect  Through  SufTerin 

:  Sisters'  Prayer-covering.     By  Mattic 

ness.1'— Jer.  23:6.    By  S   N.  McCann,  , 

ESSA  Y  DEPARTMENT,- 
Origin  and  Purpose  of  tl 

■'  The  Lord  Our  Righteousness."-Je 
The  Anointing   

THE  SVNDA  Y  SCHOOL- 
The  Sermon  on  the  Mount.— Luke  6:4 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE- 
The  Use  of  International  Lessons  in  01 

Religion  in  Mexico.     By  Howard  Miller,   

GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT,— 
It  Makes  Me  Think.    By  A.  W.  Vaniman   
Bread-pills  and  Faith  Cure.    By  Daniel  Hays,   

r  Sunday  School.     By  I.J.  Ro! 

're.tche 

HOME  AND  FAMILY,— 

Dy  Clara  D.  Snavcly,  . 

<*  EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANYS 

The  Special  Bible  Term  at  the  Mount  closed 
last  week  with  more  than  ordinary  interest.  In 

several  respects  it  was  quite  an  improvement  over 
the  former  terms.  The  lessons  on  Doctrine,  given 

by  Bro.  Teeter,  were  highly  appreciated.  The  se- 
ries of  lessons  by  Bro.  Trout,  on  Secret  Societies, 

was  the  best  that  we  ever  heard  along  that  line. 
Those  who  heard  them  were  thoroughly  warned 

against  the  evils  of  these  secret  orders.  Other  im- 

portant lines  of  study  were  pursued,  but  our  edi- 
torial work  did  not  permit  us  to  attend  the  classes. 

We  feel  that  the  Term  was  a  good  one,  and  will 

have  far-reaching  results. 

It  may  seem  to  us  a  most  unfortunate  thing 
for  a  devout  minister  to  be  compelled  to  close 
his  active  work  in  the  fields,  where  his  services  are 

so  much  needed,  in  order  that  he  may  give  at- 
tention to  secular  pursuits  for  the  support  of  his 

family.  Yet  those  who  are  under  the  necessity 

of  so  doing  should  not  become  discouraged,  for 

Paul,  the  greatest  missionary  of  apostolic  times, 

for  a  brief  period  gave  his  attention  to  tent-mak- 

ing that  he  might  not  be  chargeable  to  others. 
While  his  hands  were  busy  with  the  needle,  the 

Gospel  was  taking  deep  root  in  his  soul,  and  pre- 
paring him  for  the  great  missionary  fields  awaiting 

him.  Ministers,  like  trees,  sometimes  become  the 

stronger  by  resting  for  a  season,  and  what  to  us 

may  seem  a  grave  misfortune  is  often  for  their 

own  good.  The  forty  years  that  Moses  spent 

herding  flocks  in  the  mountains  was  not  lost.  It 

made  a  stronger  man  of  him.  Let  those  who  must, 
for  the  time  being,  hold  the  plow  and  shove  the 
plane  take  fresh  courage  from  this  line  of  thought. 

Their  evenings  may  be  spent  at  wholesome  read- 
ing, and  their  minds  given  to  meditation  in  a  way 

that  will,  in  the  end,  result  in  the  glory  and  honor 
of  God. 

The  masses  among  the  Catholics  know  but  lit- 
tle about  the  Bible,  for  it  is  generally  believed 

that  they  are  not  encouraged  to  read  it  by  the 
priests  and  bishops,  so,  when  the  Pope,  about  two 
years  ago,  issued  a  letter  on  the  importance  of 
studying  the  Word  of  God,  it  was  thought  that 
possibly  the  laymen  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 

would  give"  more  attention  to  the  study  of  the Scriptures.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  stated  that 

not  one  new  edition  of  the  Bible  has  appeared 
among  these  people.  It  is  also  stated  that  at 

a  Catholic  bookstore  in  Milan,  probably  the  largest 
in  Italy,  not  a  hundred  copies  of  the  Scriptures 
have  been  called  for  in  the  course  of  a  year.  It 
is  significant,  indeed,  to  contrast  this  lack  of  in- 

terest in  the  Word  of  God  "  with  the  last  report 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  and  the 
National  Bible  Society  of  Scotland.  The  circu- 

lation of  the  two  together  was:  Bibles,  7,662;  Tes- 
taments, 16,926;  portions,  165,065,  making  a  total 

of  189,633,  an  increase  of  nearly  25,000  copies." 
From  a  Protestant  standpoint  this  is  encouraging, 
but  on  the  other  hand  the  prospect  of  getting  the 
Catholics  to  read  the  Bible  as  they  should  is  by 
no  means  flattering. 

(  A  pitiful  story  is  told  of  two  men  in  Minne- 
sota, who  undertook  to  run  a  bear  farm.  They 

raised  bear  and  deer  for  the  market.  There  was 

nothing  unusual  about  the  deer,  but  the  bears  were 

a  novelty  and  soon  brought  the  men  to  grief.  Like 
all  dangerous   animals,  they  had  to  be  kept  in  a 

for  the  two  men  to  pass  through  the  den.  They 

were  attacked  by  the  savage  beasts,  one  of  them 
was  killed  and  eaten,  and  the  other  was  terribly 

mangled,  though  he  made  his  escape.  The  news 
horrified  the  peaple  living  in  that  part  of  the 

country,  not  solely  on  the  account  of  the  death  of 
one  man  and  the  mangled  form  of  the  other,  but 

they  began  to  realize  the  danger  right  in  their 
midst,  should  any  others  chance  to  enter  the  bear 
den,  or  should  the  animals  escape.  Strange,  we 

say,  that  men  should  engage  in  such  a  business! 
Yet  in  nearly  all  the  towns  in  this  country,  are 

dens  more  dangerous  than  the  den  of  savage  ani- 
mals in  Minnesota.  They  are  the  saloons,  and  are 

slaying  their  victims  by  the  hundreds.  Are  the 

people  horrified?  Not  at  all,  they  are  hardened 

to  it,  and  even  vote  to  grant  license  that  the  de- 
struction of  life  may  go  on.    What  kind  of  people 

are  we?    

(^"A  recent  issue  of  the  Christian  Herald  contains 

the  portrait  of  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Webster,  of  Lexing- 
ton, Nebr..  said  to  be  the  oldest  Christian  woman 

in  that  part  of  the  West,  being  now  in  her  98th 

year.  She  is,  however,  so  feeble  that  she  has  to  be 
lifted  from  one  position  into  another  that  she  may 

rest.  We  can  equal  this  at  Mt.  Morris.  Only  a 

few  blocks  from  the  Messenger  office  lives  Aunt 

Kittie  Rice,  who,  if  she  lives  until  the  coming 

August,  will  be  99  years  old.  While  her  health 
for  the  last  few  months  has  not  been  good,  still 

she  is  in  full  possession  of  her  mental  powers,  and 

has  a  memory  that  serves  her  well.  She  can  con- 

verse intelligently  and  pleasantly  on  any  of  the 

questions  within  the  range  of  her  observation,  and 

readily  recall  and  narrate  events  that  occurred  80 

and  90  years  ago.  Father  Stroh,  another  resident 

of  our  place,  is  only  a  few  months  younger.  He 

is  seen  on  the  streets  nearly  every  day.  A  few 

days  ago  he  climbed  a  long  flight  of  stairs  to 

reach  our  office,  and  while  here  conversed  as  in- 

telligently as  a  man  of  seventy.   He  then  descended 

the  stairs  unaided.  He  is  probably  the  oldest 
Lutheran  minister  in  the  West,  if  not  in  the  United 

States,  and  is  the  oldest  man  that  has  ever  called 

on  us  in  our  editorial  sanctum.  These  aged  peo- 
ple are  living  monuments  of  industry,  nobility  and 

an  abiding  trust  in  Providence. 

Some  weeks  ago  it  was  stated  that  Miss  Clara 
Barton  would  not  be  permitted  to  enter  Turkey 
to  distribute  funds  among  the  destitute  and  suf- 

fering Armenians.  After  seriously  and  prayerfully 
considering  the  state  of  affairs,  the  brave  woman1 

made  up  her  mind  to  make  the  venture  at  least,, 
and  several  days  ago  left  New  York  en  route  for 
Constantinople,  resolving  to  trust  the  consequences 

to  the  hand  of  Providence.  If  all  goes  well  she 
will  reach  Constantinople  inside  of  two  weeks. 
Her  plan  seems  to  be  to  call  on  the  Sultan 

and  plead  the  cause  of  the  many  suffering  Ar- 
menians, and  obtain  his  permission  to  go  among 

them  quietly  and  administer  to  their  wants,  and 

in  this  way  execute  the  important  mission  entrust- 
ed to  her  and  her  band  of  helpers.  But  shortly 

after  her  sailing  news  came  that  the  Sultan  had 
toiled  down  a  good  deal  and  would  probably  not 
forbid  Miss  Barton  to  administer  to  the  wants 

of  his  Armenian  subjects.  Thousands  of  dollars 

have  already  been  contributed  to  the  Armenian 
Relief  Fund  and  more  will  follow. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  QLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEl/ 
No.  an.  Walks  in  and  nhout  Jt»^  unli\  her  (legra 

In  thinking  of  writing  up  this  city,  the  first 

thought  is,  How  shall  we  do  it?  As  we  think  of 

its  history,  the  wonderful  events  that  have  trans- 

pired here,  and  the  multiplied  times  written  de- 
scriptions that  have  been  given  of  it,  the  effort  to 

be  made  in  doing  it  grows  on  us  to  such  an  extent 
that  we  feel  at  a  loss  just  how  to  commence,  what 

to  say,  how  to  say  it,  and  where  to  end.  Shall  we 
soar  off  in  a  flight  of  ecstasies,  as  many  others  have 
done  on  entering  her  borders,  and  paint  to  you 

an  ideal  city  or  Paradise  that  never  had  a  reality,, 

and  cannot  have  until  the  King  of  Peace  comes  to. 

•ill   giv al  thing, 

"I'Lv- 

ing  and  gii 
of  the  pla 

But  on: 

igh  the- 

reign  supreme,  or  shall  v 

appeared   to  us?    Yes, 
things  appeared  to  be  to  us. 

The  first  sight  of  the  city  is  imp 

the  beholder  rather  a  flattering  idi 

as  for  beauty  of  situation  it  is  very  fi 

elevated  and  above  all  of  its  surroundings, 

our  nearer  approach,  and  on  passing  in  thi 

Jaffa  Gate,  the  principal  entrance,  and  seeing  the 

rabble,  and  hearing  the  clatter  and  s'ruggle,  our 
former  visions  of  the  place  took  wings,  floated  and 

bursted.  Some  very  real  and  flat  truths  dawned 

upon  us,  and  the  utterance  of  the  Master,  on  her 

desolation,  came  vividly  before  us:  "O  Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often 

would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 

as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 

and  ye  would  not."  The  desolation  followed,  and, 

in  many  ways,  still  reigns  here.  Our  first  impres- 
sion, on  entering  the  city,  was  not  disappointing, 

as  our  overland  trip  through  a  land  that  was  once 

represented  as  flowing  with  "  milk  and  honey  "  had 
prepared  us  for  a  corresponding  condition  of 

things  in  its  chief  city,  and  so  we  found  it. 
Jerusalem   is   a   Bible   city,   spoken  of   first    by 

Abram,  over  nineteen  hundred  years  before  Christ; 
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then  by  Joshua,  on  entering  and  subduing  the 

Promised  Land.  Afterwards  it  is  called  the  City 

of  David,  and  becomes  the  resting  place  of  the  ark 

of  God.  Then,  as  we  go  down  through 'the  cen- 
turies, we  have  its  destruction,  when  its  pride  was 

trailed  in  the  dust.  Still  later  the. King  of  Peace 

is  presented  there.  Twelve  years  more,  and  we 

again  have  him  in  the  Holy  City  a'  the  honored 

guest  of  the  Sanhedrim.  Then  we  have  his  public 

entry,  honored  as  a  King.  Following  this  we  have 

his  condemnation,  crucifixion  and  glorious  resur- 

rection, thus  fulfilling  the  prophecy:  "In  that  day 
there  shall  be  a  fountain  opened  to  the  house  of 
David  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  for  sin 

and  for  uncleanness."  But  as  this  Fountain  was  re- 
jected by  the  house  of  David,  the  desolations  fol 

lowed.  It  doesn't  require  a  prophet  to  see  that  it 
still  remains  to  this  people,  and,  we  believe,  will 

remain  until  the  Gentile  fulfillment  and  Israel's 
blindness  be  removed. 

The  estimated  population,  at  this  time,  is  about 

40,000,  divided  religiously  as  follows:  Moslems  or 

Mohammedans,  7,560;  Jews,  28,000;  Latins  (Roman 

Catholics),  2,000;  United  Greeks,  150;  United  Ar- 
menians, 50;  Orthodox  Greeks,  4,000;  Armenians, 

510;  Copts,  ico;  Ethiopians,  75;  Syrians,  15;  Prnt- 
estants,  300.  It  seems  to  be  a  center  of  religious 

fanaticism  and  a  Mecca  for  religious  cranks.  Per- 
haps this  is  putting  it  a  little  strong,  but  existing 

conditions  seem  to  justify  the  assertion.  But  of 

this  we  shall  speak  again. 

The  city  is  surrounded  by  a  high  and  heavy  wall 

of  large  stone,  some  quite  large,  measuring  twenty- 
two  feet  long  by  four  and  one  half  feet  wide,  and 
over  five  feet  thick.  It  is  entered  on  different 

sides,  through  gates,  once  closed  at  night,  but  now 

open  all  the  time,  except  the  "Golden  Gate," 
which  has  been  permanently  closed  by  the  Moham- 

medans,   to    keep    the    Christians    from     passing 

-.-v..   ^   but  through  which  they  themselves  are  to 

'  sliv'ih.-.t LivcUi'iif]'Hi'"i'B£l?er''a)''  V  .'rom  tn's  £3tfi<  across 
the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  to  the  Mount  of  Olives, 

there  will  be  a  very  small  wire  stretched,  over 

which  all  must  go.  Those  who  have  been  good,  by 
the  assistance  of  angels,  will  be  able  to  pass  over  in 

safety  and  enter  Paradise,  but  the  bad,  unaccom- 
panied by  angels,  will  fall  off  the  wire,  and  go 

down  into  hell,  or  a  place  of  punishment. 

The  gates  are  named  as  follows,  commencing 

with  the  Jaffa:  Sion,  Dung,  Golden,  St.  Stephen, 
Gate  of  Herod,  Damascus  and  the  New  Gate. 

The  two  gates  most  used  are  the  Jaffa  and  the 
Damascus.  At  the  latter  are  seen  the  Bedouins, 

with  their  black  and  ill-constructed  tents.  Here 

they  halt  in  coming  down  through  the  country 

from  the  North,  before  entering  the  city,  with  their 

loaded  camels,  donkeys,  families,  etc.,  and  a 

motley-looking  crowd  they  are.  Here  you  see  the 
original  native  stock,  costume  and  all,— miserable, 

dirty,  ragged,  and,  in  some  cases,  children  as  nude 
as  the  day  in  which  they  were  born.  For  their 

associates  they  have  lank  and  cadaverous-looking 
dogs,  and  fleas  in  abundance.  That  such  a  de- 

moralized, degraded  and  murderous-looking  tribe 

of  people  should  now  inhabit  the  country,  once  the 
Land  of  Promise,  seems  to  be  a  sad  commentary  on 

the  Israel  that  had  such  glorious  advantages  and 
promises  set  before  them.  But  such  is  the  fruit  of 

sin,  and  it  is  right  that  a  people  should  reap  the 

fruits  of  their  sowing,  which,  surely,  they  have 

been  and  arc  now  doing.  Not  only  have  they  been 

dispossessed  of  their  offered  possessions,  but  have 
been  subdued  and  are  now  under  the  iron  rod  of 

those  whom  the  Lord  had  given  into  their  hands  to 
conquer  and  drive  out. 

The  Jaffa  Gate  leads  out  into  the  great  public 
highway  that  leads  from  the  city  to  the  sea  at 

Jaffa.  Here  it  is  that  the  great  throng  of  passers 

in  and  out  are  seen  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  no 
better  place  can  be   found   to  study  people,   their 

habits,  customs,  costumes  and  faces,  as  here  are 

seen  representatives  from  all  the  nations  under 
the  sun.  Our  hotel  is  located  just  inside  of  this 

gate,  with  a  front  veranda  facing  it.  This  veranda 

is  a  most  interesting  place,  and  we  have  sat  there 
for  hours,  with  unabated  interest,  studying  the 

different  phases  of  human  and  animal  life.  The 

view  forms  an  open  book, — with  a  continual  turn- 
ing of  new  pages,  so  that  it  would  require  volumes 

to  write  it  all  down.  It  forms  a  scene  that  cannot 

be  photographed  with  the  pen. 
As  we  took  our  position  there,  the  first  thought 

that  came  was,  We  will  write  it  down;  we  will  de- 
scribe it  for  the  satisfaction  and  entertainment  of 

our  friends, — this  is  always  our  feeling  when  we 

see  things  that  are  deeply  interesting, — and  this 
was  so  intensely  interesting,  that  much  of  our 

pleasure  in  beholding  it  was  destroyed  when  we 
realized  what  a  hopeless  task  it  would  be  to  try 

to  describe  the  scenes  in  pen-picture,  and  that  we 
could  not  have  our  scores  of  friends  with  us  to  see 
and  enjoy. 

Dear  reader,  did  you  ever  have  a  similar  expe- 

rience? To  illustrate, — Did  you  ever  get  into  a 

melon  patch  when  there  were  lying  around  hun- 
dreds of  large,  ripe,  luscious  melons,  going  to 

waste  because  there  was  nobody  there  to  eat 

them  but  yourself,  or  perhaps,  several  with  you? 

Did  you  not  think  of  your  friends  who  were  in- 
tensely fond  of  melons?  And  did  you  not  wish 

them  to  be  with  you?  Yet  you  could  not  have 

them  there,  neither  could  you  carry  the  melons  to 
them.  And  while  a  half  dozen  or  more  slices  of 

a  melon  would  be  just  as  sweet  to  you  personally, 

as  they  would  be  were  there  dozens  with  you  to 

take  part  in  the  eating,  yet  your  pleasure  would 

not  be  the  same.  Well,  so  we  felt  on  these  oc- 

casions. We  felt  sorry  that  we  could  not  have  you 
with  us  to  see  as  we  saw,  and  because  we  cannot 

put  it  in  a  shape  to  carry  it  to  you.  But  more  of 
tbis.again. 

The  greater  part  of  the  city  is  within  the  walls, 

but  it  will  not  be  long,  if  circumstances  favor,  un- 
til the  better  part  will  be  on  the  outside,  as  here 

is  where  the  New  Jerusalem  is  now  found.  If  a 

more  beneficent  government  could  be  had,  the 

New  City  would  have  great  things  in  store. 

Our  first  walk  was  on  the  outside  of  the  city, 

around  her  walls,  starting  from  the  Jaffa  Gate,  and 

going  southward.  We  would  like  to  tell  you  of 
the  beautiful  things  to  be  seen  on  our  walk  on  the 

outside  of  the  walls  of  the  Holy  City,  but  we  are 

sorry  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  of  the  beautiful 

to  be  seen.  Instead  of  beauty  you  find  ashes,  rub- 

bish, offal,— for  the  filth  of  the  city  is  poured,  car- 
ried, and  thrown  outside  of  the  walls,— so  that 

from  gate  to  gate  you  are  made  to  feel  you  are 

passing  through  vast  pest-houses  that  smell  so 

loudly  that  you  instinctively  hold  your  breath  and 

hurry  through.  The  way  could  be  made  as  de- 

lightful and  inviting,  with  an  ordinary  respect  for 

beauty  and  cleanliness,  as  it  is  now  forbidding  and 
disgusting,  as  from  outside  of  the  walls  com- 

manding views  of  the  surroundings  are  had. 
To  the  south  and  east  are  the  conjunction  of 

the  Valleys  of  Jehoshaphat,  Valley  of  Kidron,  the 
Tyropean,  Siloam  (about  which  we  sing),  Enrogel, 
Mount  ot  Olives,  Gethsemane,  etc. 

As  we  trudged  around  over  the  rubbish,  piles  of 
rocks,  heaps  of  ashes,  etc.,  we  formed  a  picture  of 
how  beautiful  the  surroundings  might  be  made  by 
a  little  expenditure  of  money,  and  the  exercising 
of  some  of  the  taste  that  surely  ought  to  be  de- 

veloped and  made  practical  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens  of  so  large  a  city.  The  difficult  thing  for 
us  to  do  is  to  associate  our  ideal  Jerusalem— once 
a  real  one, — with  the  real  one  as  we  now  see  it. 
For  me,  the  two  will  not  fit  together.  How  differ- 

ently things  must  have  been  in  the  time  of  David 
when  he  could  say  of  the  city;  "  Beautiful  for  situ- 

ation, the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  is  Mount  Zion, 
on  the  sides  of  the  north,  the  city  of  the  Great 

King." 

That  there  are  great  possibilities  for  Jerusalem, 

when  the  Lord's  time  comes,  must  be  apparent  to 

every  one  who  carefully  looks  over  the  situation, 
but  under  existing  conditions  much  cannot  be  ex- 

pected, as  the  "  powers  that  be "  are  not  only  in- 
different  to  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of 

the  city,  but  continually,  yet  successfully,  throw 
hindrances  in  the  way  of  those  who  would  insti- 

tute reforms  that  would  lead  to  the  prosperity 

of  the  place.  Everything,  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment, is  held  in  check,  and  the  only  shrewdness 

exercised  seems  to  be  that  no  one  party,  sect  or  na- 

tionality get  the  advantage  over  the  other.  It  is 
true,  the  dog  is  in  the  manger  and  is  jealously 

watching  the  hay;  but  it  seems  to  us  that  if  the 
cows  that  want  the  hay  would  make  a  united  push, 

the  dog  could  be  ousted,  and  the  possibilities  for 

good  be  utilized. These  are  some  of  the  thoughts  we  had  while 

passing  around  the  city,  and  the  more  we  learned 
about  the  general  dispositions  of  the  citizens, 
the  more  we  became  confirmed  in  this  view.  The 

outside,  it  seems  to  us,  is  a  fair  index  of  that 

which  is  within.  The  deadness  that  is  found  lying 
around  on  the  outside,  died  on  the  inside  before 

being  cast  out.  The  greatest  trouble  we  see 
about  it  is,  that  there  is  still  too  much  of  the  dead 

and  putrefying  left  within  the  walls,  as  our  sec- 
ond walk  revealed  to  us.  While  cleanliness  and 

ordinary  respect  for  decency  is  the  exception, 

the  rule  is  profuse  in  apparent  indifference  and 

lack  of  taste,  and  a  desire  to  make  things  look 

inviting.  There  are  some  buildings  within  the 
walls  that  have  an  air  of  neatness  and  a  home- 

like appearance.  The  great  majority  of  them, 

however,  remind  you  of  stone  piles,  dead  walls 

and  miserably-constructed  hovels  that  would  be 

uninviting  as  stables,  and  much  less  would  they 

serve  as  dwelling  places  and  homes  for  civilized 
and  enlightened  human  beings.  This  is  especially 

true  of  the  Jewish  quarters  and  the  poorer  classes 

of  Mohammedans.  The  streets,  in  places,  are  quite 

steep,  laid  with  flat  stones  and  in  steps,  so  that  no 

animal  of  burden  can  pass  through  them,  ex- 

cept the  sure-footed  donkey  and  the  camel.  The 
streets,  or  bazaars,  are  only  from  six  to  eight  feet 

wide,  and  the  store  and  business  rooms  remind  you 

of  small  caves,  hewn  out  of  the  rocks.  The  front 

is  all  open  during  the  day,  and  closed  by  rough, 

wooden  doors  at  night.  The  fronts,  when  closed, 

look  much  like  the  old-fashioned  barn  doors  with 

a  wooden  bolt,  and,  in  some  cases,  an  iron  bar 

across  both  doors  and  locked  in  a  staple  on  the 

outside.  The  store-rooms  are,  generally,  only 

about  twelve  feet  wide  and  about  the  same  depth. 

The  salesman  is  in  the  front,  with  all  his  goods 

back  of  him,  and  the  customers  on  the  street, — 

there  are  no  side-walks, — as  there  is  no  light  in 
the  room  except  that  which  enters  from  the  front. 

The  goods  and  wares  are  lying  around  on  the  in- 
side, on  piles,  from  the  floor  up. 

Suppose  you  walk  with  us  down  through  a 

Turkish  and  Jewish  bazaar,— both  much  alike,  ex- 
cept that  the  Jew  is  away  ahead  of  the  Turk  in 

dirt  and  real-down  filthiness. 

As  you  enter  the  bazaar  proper,  you  come  in 

contact  with  a  jam  of  the  most  motley  crowd  of 

human  beings  that  can  be  met  anywhere  in  a  civ- 
ilized country.  The  crowd  has  a  sprinkling  of 

people  that  appear  fairly  respectable,  and  the 
other  part  of  the  crowd  is  strongly  spiced  with 

donkeys,  camels  and  dogs,  so  that  if  we  were  not 

with  you,  at  first  sight  you  would  see  no  chance 

of  getting  through,  and  make  a  hasty  retreat,  but 

if  you  don't  care  to  rub  against  soiled  garments, 
by  a  little  effort  and  much  watching,  you  can  get 

through,  though  collisions  are  quite  frequent.    To 
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this  our  brother  Bingaman  can  testify,  as,  in  an 

unguarded  moment,  he  walked  up  square  against 
a  veiled  Mohammedan  woman.  Of  course,  it  was 

accidental.  Then  the  noise  is  most  deafening,  as 

the  merchants  are  all  anxious  to  sell,  and  being  an 

exceedingly  demonstrative  people,  you  have  a  per- 

fect Babylon  of  jargon  and  noise.  This  is  some- 

times wonderfully  augmented  by  the  gentle  bray 

ing  of  donkies  and  the  fighting  of  dogs. 
Well,  now  let  us  look  at  what  is  to  be  seen, — 

stores  and  goods  of  all  kinds  on  piles,  eithtr  in 

front  of  the  shops  or  on  the  sides  of  the  street, — 

fez  stores,  dry  goods,  grapes  and  fruits  of  all  kinds, 

shoe  stores.  Shoes  are  all  made  in  the  back  part 

of  the  shops  and  sold  in  front.  Then  there  are 

blacksmith  shops,  tailor  shops,  weavers,  bakers, — 

all  open  to  the  passer-by.  The  bread  is  taken 
from  the  oven  and  thrown  on  piles  in  front,  on 

the  ground, — a  board  or  dirty-looking  cloth  un- 
derneath. 

At  the  next  place  you  see  them  pounding  and 

carding  wool,  the  candy-maker,  the  worker  in 
brass,  the  butcher.  Pardon  us  for  not  showing 

you  all  that  is  to  be  seen  in  these  shops,  as  it 

spoils  our  desire  for  eating  meat  to  think  of  it.  It 

is  too  bad  that  the  places  are  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  those  who  have  eating  to  do.  Then,  among 

all  this,  we  have  those  who  cater  to  the  immediate 

wants  of  the  hungry,— frying  and  cooking  meats, 

sausages,  etc.,  right  before  your  eyes,  with,  per- 

haps, a  half  dozen  goat  and  sheep  heads  with  the 

appurtenances  thereto,  roasted  over-brown,  star- 

ing you  in  the  face.  Then  they  have  large  iron 

kettles,  holding  eight  and  ten  gallons,  in  which 

they  partly  boil  these  heads,  etc.,  and,  in  the  broth, 

boil  potatoes,  cabbage,  etc.,  or  from  it,  make  soup, 

all  of  which  is  dished  out  to  the  hungry,  boiling 

hot.  They  eat  it  while  standing,  or  sit  down  flat 

on  the  side  of  the  street,  making  the  lap  their  ta- 

ble, and  eat  with  it,  perhaps,  unleavened  barley 

bread,  baked  quite  thin  and  double,  that  is,  open 

in  the  middle,  something  like  the  old-fashioned 

pan-cake,— two  of  them  laid  together,  and  fastened 

around  the  outer  edge,  but  tough,  so  tough  that 

it  requires  a  good  pull  to  rend  them.  This  
kind 

of  bread  is  very  plentiful,  as  you  see  it  lying 

around  on  heaps  all  along  the  sides  of  the  street, 

so  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  from  walking  on  it. 

This  does,  at  times,  happen,  but  without  injuring 

the  bread.  Next  we  see  several  women  grinding 

wheat  or  barley  on  one  of  the  upper  and  
nether 

stone  mills,  as  named  in  the  Bible,  "Two  
wom- 

en shall  be  grinding  at  a  mill,  one  shall  be  taken, 

the  other  left,"— and  perhaps,  at  the  next  door  
you 

will  see  a  larger  mill,  turned  by  an  ox  or  cow.  
On 

the  same  street  is  the  tanner,  the  saddler,  
and,  in 

fact,  all  the  trades  and  professions-including  
the 

printer,  the  scribe  and  the  money-changer-that you  can  think  of. 

Now,  for  a  moment,  stop  with  us.
  Here  is  a 

wholesale  and  retail  grain  merchant.
  Great  heaps 

of  wheat,  barley  and  oats.-all  lying 
 on  a  ground 

floor— but  it  is  the  measuring  we  want 
 you  to  see. 

There  are  practices  and  customs
  here  that  have 

-never  changed.  As  things  were  done  i
n  the  days 

of  Christ,  and  even  farther  back,  so 
 they  are  done 

to-day.  In  Luke  6:  38  we  read, 
 "Give,  and  it 

shall  be  given  to  you;  good  measure
,  pressed  down, 

and  shaken  together,  and  running  
over,  shall  men 

give  into  your  bosom.  For  wi
th  the  same  meas- 

ure that  ye  mete  withal  shall  it  be 
 measured  to 

you  again."  Here  we  see  what  
is  called  Gospe 

measure  A  man  is  measuring  whea
t,  and  we  will 

wait  a  minute  and  see  him  do  i
t.  He  has-a  wood- 

en measure,  in  shape  and  appearanc
e  the  same 

.as  we  use,  except,  we  think, 
 a  little  smaller. 

This  he  first  scoops  into  the  pile
  of  grain  and 

with  his  hands,  draws  it  full.  The
n  he  shakes  1 

by  rapidly  whirling  it  around,  t
hen  heaps  it  run 

again,  when,  with  both  hands,  he 
 presses  it  down, 

fills  it  up  again,  and  with  one  hand  presses  again 

on  the  top,  then  fills  again.  After  doing  this,  as 

a  last  operation,  he  presses  a  small  hole  on  the 

very  top,  then  with  both  hands  filled,  he  pours 

on  this,  till  it  is  heaped  full  and  runs  clown  all 

over  the  measure,  after  which  he  carefully  lifts 

the  measure  and  pours  its  contents  into  a  sack. 

This,  you  see  him  do  repeatedly,  and  every  time 

isely  in  the  same  way,  as  nearly  so  as  it  would 

be  possible  for  a  man  to  do.  This  was  a  most  re- 

markably full  illustration  of  Gospel  measuring. 

And  to  be  sure  that  it  was  not  an  exceptional  case, 

we  went  to  other  grain-dealing  houses,  and  all  the 
measuring  was  done  in  exactly  the  same  way.  It 

seems  to  be  a  slow  and  tedious  process,  but  time, 

with  this  people,  is  no  object;  so  it  is  in  everything 

they  do.  The  old  way  and  the  slow  way  is  the 

best  way,  and  in  all  of  their  operations,  in  tabor 

id  utensils,  we  have,  to-day,  a  duplication  of 
thousands  of  years  ago. 

We  would  yet  like  to  tell  you  about  the  scores 

of  money-changers  sitting,  with  their  boxes  of 

change,  all  along  the  streets,  of  the  scribes,  with 

their  pens  and  pen  cases,  well  supplied  with  ink, 
and  how  they,  with  hundreds  of  others,  ply  their 

trade,  but  we  must  stop  along  this  line,  with  these 

few  glimpses  from  among  the  strange,  curious, 

and,  to  us,  ridiculous  scenes  that  are  to  be  wit- 

nessed every  day  in  the  streets  and  bazaars  of  Je- 
rusalem. H.  11.  B. 

must 
there 

-ESSAYS, 

FOR  ARMENIA. 

Armenia,  could  I  die  for  thee, 

And  by  my  death  thy  life  redeem 
From  cruelty  and  slavery, 
How  sweet  that  death  to  me  would  seem! 

'Twould  be  like  an  entrancing  dream, 
Where  one  from  darkness  to  the  light 

Is  floated  on  some  placid  stream, 
And  bids  farewell  for  aye  to  night. 

And  yet  for  thee  my  heart  doth  bleed 
As  I  behold  thy  sons  expire, 

Thy  homeless  children  in  their  need, 
The  victims  of  a  fate  most  dire, 

As  o'er  thee  sweeps  the  lurid  fire, 
Reducing  all  to  ashes  gray, 

And  leaving  nothing  to  admire 
Of  that  which  once  was  fair  as  day. 

My  heart  doth  bleed — 'tis  not  of  stone; 
And  yet  were  it  of  stone  'twould  break As  o'er  the  sea  there  comes  a  moan 
That  should  the  very  dead  awake 

And  cause  to  shudder  for  the  sake 
Of  those  who  suffer  at  the  hands 

Of  beasts  whose  thirsty  jaws  they  slake 
With  blood  upon  the  desert  sands. 

My  heart  doth  bleed;  I  taste  the  woe 
Once  tasted  in  Gethsemane 

By  him  who  suffered  for  us  so— By  him  who  died  on  Calvary. 
Ah,  surely  his  dear  eyes  do  see, 

And  his  dear  heart  is  pierced  again 
While  gazing  on  thy  agony, 

While  listening  to  thy  cries  of  pain. 

Armenia,  oh,  could  one  poor  life 

Be  given  for  thee,  thy  wounds  to  heal, 
To  save  thee  in  this  awful  strife, 

To  shield  thee  from  the  cruel  steel 

That  lays  thee  low,  to  bring  thee  weal, 

Yea,  blessings  boundless  and  divine, 

Before  the  throne  of  heaven  I'd  kneel 

And  pray,  "  Oh,  God,  let  it  be  mine!  " 
-George  W.  Cro/ts,  in  the  Inter  Ocean, 

ORIQIN  AND  PURPOSE  OF  THE  SI
STERS' PRAYER-C0VER1NQ. 

READ  BY  SISTER  MATTIE  A.  LEAR
  , 

We  are  told  in  the  Sacred  Oracles  that 
 God  is  a 

God  of  order,  and  everywhere  in  t
he  realm  of  nat- 

ure where  the  blighting  touch  of  si
n  has  not 

marred  this  beautiful  harmony,  do  
we  see,  this  truth 

verified. 

In  church,  in  state,  or  in  the  family,  thei 

:  an  acknowledged  head.  Without  thi: 
could  be  no  order,  no  law.  In  I  Cor.  11,  Paul  uses 

several  arguments  to  show  that  it  was  the  design  of 
God  in  the  creation  that  this  headship  be  vested  in 

man.  One  reason  given  by  the  apostle,  is  the  pri- 
ority of  man  in  the  creation;  another  reason  given 

by  our  apostle  is  that  man  is  the  image  and  glory 

of  God,  the  noblest  and  grandest  of  his  workman- 
ship. He  is  to  stand  forth,  as  the  representative  of 

God  on  earth,  to  govern,  to  subdue,  to  utilize  all 
animate  or  inanimate  nature.  But  in  all  the  world, 

no  fitting  companion  was  found  for  man,  none  with 
whom  he  could  converse.  He  was  alone  and  at  a 

vast  distance  intellectually  from  the  animal  world 

around  him. 
God  then  made  him  an  help-meet,  a  companion, 

one  intellectually  his  equal,  one  to  share  his  joys 
and  his  labors.  He  made  him  one  with  whom  he 

could  freely  converse,  and  with  whom  he  could 

constantly  associate,  but  her  position  was  to  be  re- 
tiring; he  to  go  forth  in  his  manly  strength  and 

vigor,  to  face  the  world,  she  to  be  the  companion, 
the  solace,  the  strength  of  his  retirement.  In  the 
retirement  of  the  home  she  was  to  appear  to  best 

advantage.  This  was  to  be  her  native  element,— 

her  true  sphere.  Nature  provided  her  with  a  beau- 
tiful covering,  her  long  hair,  to  fall  gracefully 

around  her,  and  envelop  her  as  a  veil.  This  betok- 
ened her  true  position,— that  of  retirement. 

But  woman,— poor,  defenseless  woman, — how  she 
was  made  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  fall!  Man,  in- 

stead of  being  her  protector,  and  her  defense,  be- 
came her  enemy,  and,  instead  of  being  his  com- 

panion and  helpmeet,  she  became  his  slave,  his 

drudge.  Instead  of  being  the  queen  of  the  home, 
she  became  the  beast  of  burden.  The  hardest  and 

most  menial  labor  was  required  at  her  hands.  No 
work  was  too  hard  for  her;  no  indignity  too  great 

to  be  heaped  upon  her.  And  as  the  race  plunged 

deeper  and  deeper  into  the  darkness  of  paganism, 

and  departed  farther  and  farther  from  God,  woman 

sank  lower  and  lower;  her  true  position  less  under- 

stood, and  her  rights  less  respected,  until  her  tlegra-  , 

dation  was  complete. 

At  length  dcliveranee  came  to  this  most  wronged 

and  hapless  being.  Amid  the  hills  of  Judea  an  ob- 
scure maiden  is  made  the  honored  instrument  of 

giving  to  the  world  the  Savior  through  whom  re- 
demption is  offered  to  the  fallen  race.  The  whole 

sisterhood  of  humanity  may  indeed  join  in  the  glad 

refrain  of  the  holy  virgin,  "  He  hath  regarded  the 

low  estate  of  his  hand  maiden."  Woman  had  been 
the  unfortunate  instrument  through  whom  sin  came, 

and  now,  thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unspeakable 
she  has  been  made  the  happy  instrument 

through  whom  deliverance  is  to  come.  Long  ages 

had  she  suffered,  not  only  the  penalty  that  God 

had  imposed  upon  her,  but  she  had  been  spurned 

and  most  cruelly  treated  by  man. 

Now  she  is  to  be  uplifted  from  her  sunken  po- 

sition into  the  full  sunlight  of  Gospel  liberty.  The 

apostle  sounds  this  glad  note  of  freedom  in  th
ese 

words,  "  There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is 

neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor 
 fe- 

male; for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.'  Than
k 

God  for  the  liberty  purchased  by  the  dear  Re
deem- 

er' Thou  blessed  Christ,  well  mayest  thou  say,  "  If 

the  Son  therefore  shall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be
 

free  indeed." 
Nowhere  does  woman  have  such  perfect  freed

om 

as  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ;  all  the  wonder
s  of 

his  grace  are  offered  to  her.  All  of  the  trea
sures  of 

the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  are  thrown  op
en  to 

her,  so  that  now  she  has  the  privilege,  equally  w
ith 

her'brothers,  of  knowing  what  is  the  riches  of  the 

glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  saints.  H
er  attain- 

ments in  this  branch  of  knowledge  are  only  limited 

by  the  measure  of  her  abilities  to  grasp  those
  sa- 

cred truths.  The  fountain  of  Christ's  divine  love  is 

also  freely  accessible  to  her.  Ah,  here  she  fi
nds 

her  home,  her  sweet  rest.  Here  she  finds 
 some- 

thing to  supply  all  her  wants,  to  meet  the  deep 

yearnings  of  her  heart. 
The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  not  only  reinsta

tes 

her  as  queen  of  the  home,  from  which  position 
 sin 
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dethroned  her,  but  it  elevates  her  to  a  position  of 

great  dignity  in  the  Christian  church,  where  she  is 

man's  equal  in  every  way.  Here  all  middle  walls 

of  partition  are  broken  down  and  she  may  approach 

even  to  the  mercy-scat.  She  may  come  into  the 

presence  chamber  of  Jehovah,  and  there  plead  her 

own  cause.  She  may  receive  communications  di- 

rectly from  God  through  the  medium  of  his  Word 

and  his  Spirit.  Perhaps  this  was  not  originally  so. 

In  I'aradise  her  knowledge  of  God  seems  to  have 

come  through  the  medium  of  her  husband,  and  she 

is  not  only  made  the  recipient  of  these  favors,  but 

she  has  been  given  the  privilege  of  making  known 
to  others  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

The  Word  of  God  requires  that  she  wear  upon 

her  head  a  badge  or  sign  of  the  high  honor  that 
has  been  conferred  upon  her  by  the  second  Adam. 

Badges,  as  a  mark  of  distinction,  are  common  in 
the  world,  as  the  garter  of  the  English  knight,  the 

golden  fleece  of  the  Spanish  grandee,  and  the 
badges  of  different  orders.  As  the  long  hair  is  the 

natural  covering,  and  a  sign  of  her  subordinate  po- 
sition in  the  realm  of  nature,  and  bespeaks  for  her 

the  protection  and  consideration  of  man,  even  so 

the  covering,  enjoined  by  Paul  in  I  Cor.  1 1 ,  be- 

-  speaks  the  power  and  dignity  conferred  upon  her 
by  the  great  Head  of  the  church.  Her  position 
there  is  not  one  of  subordination,  but  of  equality. 

The  covering  is  to  be  worn  as  a  sign  of  power. 

The  apostle  adds,  "  Because  of  the  angels."  What 
can  he  mean  by  this  phrase?  Of  these  holy  beings, 

he,  in  Hebrews  i:  14  asks,  "  Are  they  not  all  min- 
istering spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  for  them  who 

shall  be  heirs  of  salvation?"  Is  it  not  so,  then,  that 
those  who  wear  this  sacred  badge  may  confidently 

expect  the  protection  and  comforting  ministrations 
of  these  heaven-sent  guardians? 

What  ought  it  be?  I  do  not  know  what  kind  of 

covering  was  in  the  mind  of  the  apostle  when  he 
wrote  concerning  it.  Some  think  he  had  in  his 

mind  the  oriental  veil,  but  I  do  not  think  so,  for  '  he 
veil  worn  by  eastern  ladies  enveloped  the  whole 

person.  The  apostle  does  not  require  this;  he  only 
enjoins  that  the  head  be  covered.  I  do  not  believe 
that  such  a  covering  as  he  requires  was  worn  in  his 
day,  but  he  has  something  new,  and  to  be  worn  for 

a  new  purpose  in  contemplation.  It  must  be  some- 
thing to  cover  the  head,  to  fill  that  part  of  the 

apostle's  requirement.  It  must  be  modest  or  unas- 
suming, to  meet  the  requirement  in  1  Tim.  2:  9.  It 

must  be  worn  as  a  prayer-covering,  not  as  a  pro- 
tection from  the  weather.  Any  covering  fulfilling 

these  conditions,  will  meet  the  demands  of  the  Bi- 

ble. Our  Brotherhood  has  adopted  the  plain  cap, 
and  as  this,  in  every  particular,  fills  the  Bible  re- 

quirement, we  see  no  reason  for  objecting  to  it. 

When  should  it  be  worn?  Paul  says,  "  When  she 
prayeth  or  prophesieth.  When  she  engages  in  se- 

cret or  public  prayer.  The  word  "prophecy"  not 
only  means  to  foretell  future  events,  but  it  also 

means  to  explain  Scripture,  preaching  or  speaking 
to  the  church  in  public. 

•THE  LORD  OUR  RIOHTE0USNESS."-Jer.  23:  6. 

Number  Five. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin, 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him  "— -> 
Cor.  y.  2!. 

CHRIST   OUR    SUBSTITUTE. 

It  does  not  seem  hard  to  get  men  to  accept  the 
idea  of  a  partial  substitute  in  Christ,  but  the  idea 

of  a  complete  substitute  is  foreign  and  almost  in- 
comprehensible. It  is  so  hard  to  just  cut  loose 

from  everything  and  receive  eternal  life  as  a  gift. 
Rom.  6:  23.  When  we  get  a  substitute  in  temporal 
affairs,  we  understand  the  meaning  of  the  word. 
Why  are  we  so  slow  to  comprehend  it  in  spiritual matters? 

Does  not  "  substitute  "  mean  one  standing  for 
another,  in  spiritual  matters,  as  well  as  in  tempor- 

al? "Christ  died  for  the  ungodly."  Rom.  5:6. 
"  God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in  that, 
while  we  were  yet   sinners,   Christ   died   for   us." 

Rom.  5:8.  Christ  "was  delivered  for  our  offences 
and  raised  again  for  our  justification."  Rom.  4 
25.  "Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree,  that  we,  being  dead  to  sins, 
should  live  unto  righteousness:  by  whose  stripes 

ye  were  healed."     1  Pet.  2:  24. 
"  For  Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins, 

the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to 

God,  being  put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  but  quick- 

ened by  the  Spirit."     1  Pet.  3:  18. 
"  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  because 

he  laid  down  his  life  for  us."     I  John  3:  16. 
"  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried 

our  sorrows:  yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken, 

smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted.  But  he  was  wound- 
ed for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for 

our  iniquities:  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was 

upon  him;  and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed. 
All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray;  we  have 

turned  every  one  to  his  own  way;  and  the  Lord 

hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  Isa.  53: 

4-6. If  Christ  has  suffered  the  penalty  for  our  sins 

we  can  make  no  form  of  restitution  or  purchase, — 

no  release.  Restitution  is  already  made,  the  pen- 
alty has  already  been  paid,  the  release  from  sin 

has  already  been  purchased.  God  stands  recon- 
ciled by  the  blood  of  his  own  precious  Son.  Men 

talk  about  God  becoming  reconciled  to  the  sin- 
ner. This  is  wrong.  God  is  fully  reconciled,  God 

is  fully  satisfied;  the  penalty  for  sin  is  fully  paid. 
The  sinner  needs  to  be  reconciled  to  God  and 

there  is  but  one  way  by  which  this  can  be  done. 
He  must  receive  Christ  as  his  substitute,  the  free 

gift  of  our  dear  loving  Father.  Christ  stands  as 

the  equal  to  God,  being  without  sin,  holy,  right- 

eous, pure,  perfect  and  all-powerful.  Man  is  im- 
pure, imperfect,  unrighteous,  unholy  and  without 

strength,  having  no  power,  hence  could  never  re- 
deem himself  from  the  curse  of  a  broken  law- 

could  never  pay  the  penalty  of  a  single  sin,  even 
of  his  smallest  sin;  could  never  suffer  out  the 

righteous  penalty  of  sin. 

Christ,  being  God's  equal,  can  fully  pay  the 

penalty,  can  fully  satisfy  God's  justice  and  present 
us  spotless  before  God.  God's  children  stand 
without  sin,  holy  as  God  himself,  because  Christ  is 
their  substitute. 

God  is  the  same 'to-day,  yesterday  and  forever; 
he  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  One  sin  by  our 
mother  Eve,  and  that  a  very  small  one,  brought 
all  the  suffering  and  death  into  the  world  that  has 

ever  been. 
If  six  thousand  years  have  not  blotted  out  the 

dreadful  penalty  of  our  sin,  but  rather  augmented 
it,  with  its  dreadful  consequences,  what  will  be- 

come of  you,  guilty  of  many  sins,  the  smallest  one 

as  great  as  the  sin  of  Eve? 
God  deliver  us  from  having  to  bear  the  penalty 

of  even  our  smallest  sins!  May  we  bless  God's 
holy  name  that  he  has  given  us  a  perfect  sub- 

stitute,— Christ  our  righteousness.  Moses  having 
to  bear  the  penalty  of  one  sin,  and  that  a  very 

small  one,  being  provoked  to  it  by  the  murmuring 
multitudes,  could  not  enter  the  promised  land, 
though  he  earnestly  desired  and  entreated  for  the 

privilege. 
So  one  sin  is  enough  to  keep  us  out  of  heaven, 

to  send  us  to  eternal  night,  if  we  must  bear  its 
penalty.  Christ  our  sin  bearer,  we  have  a  perfect 
ransom,  we  have  a  perfect,  a  complete  substitute. 

Christ  is  a  substitute  in  the  sense  of  a  sin-bear- 
er. He  bears  all  our  sins  for  us,  fully  pays  the 

penalty  of  our  every  transgression,  else  we  are 
eternally  lost.  If  a  single  sin  comes  upon  us,  we 
cannot  atone  for  it,  hence  must  go  down  under 
the  righteous  penalty  of  an  offended  God. 

Christ  is  a  substitute  in  the  sense  of  a  holy, 
perfect,  righteous,  sanctified  being  standing  in  our 
stead.  God  takes  the  measure  of  a  Christian  by 
taking  the  measure  of  his  substitute— Christ.  God 
takes  the  weight  of  a  Christian  by  taking  the 
weight  of  his  substitute,— Christ.  God  computes 
the  value  of  a  Christian  by  computing  the  value 
of  Christ,  his  substitute. 

God's'  measure  of  a  Christian's  perfection,— of  a 

Christian's  righteousness,  of  a  Christian's  holiness 
of  a  Christian's  sanctification  is  his  measure  of 

Christ,— the  Christian's  substitute. The  Christian  stands  as  holy,  as  perfect,  as 

righteous  as  his  substitute,  Christ,  which  is  as 
holy,  as  perfect,  as  righteous  as  God  himself. 

"  The  Lord  our  righteousness,"  what  more  do  we 
want,  what  more  could  we  ask,  or  hope  for,  in 

this  life,  or  in  the  life  to  come? 
If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?  He 

that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 

up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely 
give  us  all  things?  Who  shall  lay  anything  to 

the  charge  of  God's  elect?  It  is  God  that  justi- 
fieth.     Rom.  8:  31-33- 

In  God's  eyes  whatever  is  done  to  the  Christian 

is  done  to  his  substitute,  Christ.  "  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 

unto  me."     Matt.  25:  40-45- 
Whenever  a  man  does  a  kind  deed  to  a  Christian, 

speaks  a  kind  word  to  him,  or  for  him,  he  has  done 
this  to  his  substitute,  Christ. 

In  God's  eyes  whenever  a  man  injures  a  Chris- 
tian by  word,  or  deed,  whenever  he  treats  him  un- 

kindly or  turns  coldly  from  him,  or  points  the  fin- 
ger of  scorn  at  him,  or  makes  a  slighting  remark 

about  him,  he  does  it  not  to  him  but  to  his  substi- 

tute, Christ. 

The  life  of  a  Christian,  in  God's  sight,  is  as  pre- 
cious as  the  life  of  his  substitute,  Christ.  Why 

should  we  fear  to  commit  everything  into  God's 
hands?  Why  should  we  fear  what  men  may  say  or 

do  when  we  have  God  on  our  side?  "  We  know 
that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 

love  God."  Rom.  8:  28.  How  can  we  withhold 
our  love  when  he  gives  us  such  a  precious  substi- 
tute? 

Christ  Incarnate  and  man  Crucified  is  the  myste- 

ry or  "THE  WAY  OF  HOLINESS." 
Bridge-water,  Va. 

THE  ANOINTINO. 

Is  the  anointing  in  James  5:  14,  15,  for  the  healing  of  the 
body  or  is  it  intended  for  the  soul  only?  Please  answer 
through  Gospel  Messenger  and  oblige.     Neri  Swihart. 

Anointing  with  oil  was  a  sacred  service  under 

former  dispensations.  In  general  the  service  signi- 
fied consecration  to  God.  See  Gen.  28:  19.  Jacob 

at  Bethel,  David  in  twenty-third  Psalm.  Mark  6: 

13  saj's  that  Christ's  disciples  did  three  things,  (1) 
"Cast  out  many  devils;"  (2)  anointed  with  oil 

many  that  were  sick;  "  (3)  "  and  healed  them!'  Mark 
does  not  say  that  they  were  healed  by  anointing; 
hence  it  is  not  safe  for  us  to  say  so.  They  were 

doubtless  healed  by  "  the  laying  on  of  hands,"  the  di- 
vinely appointed  means  for  physical  healing. 

Christ's  words  on  this  point  are  plain.  "  They 
shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick  and  they  shall  recover." 
Christ  employed  the  laying  on  of  hands  in  recover- 

ing the  sick  again  and  again.  See  Matt.  9:  18; 
Mark  6:  5;  Luke  4:  40,  and  their  references.  When 

"  the  father  of  Publius  lay  sick  of  a  fever  and 
bloody  flux,  ....  Paul  entered  in  and  prayed,  and 

laid  his  hands  on  him  and  healed  him."  Acts  28: 
18. 

The  words  of  James  5:  14,  are  as  follows,  "Is 
any  sick  among  you?  let  him  call  for  the  elders  of 
the  church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing 

him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  The  results 
of  this  anointing,  James  says,  are  three: 

First,  "The  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick." 
the  salvation  that  the  Gospel  secures  and  for  which 
Christ  came  is  the  saving  of  the  soul.  It  is  true 
that  Christ  did  many  classes  of  work.  He  cleansed 

the  temple,  stilled  the  tempest,  gave  sight  to  the 
blind,  healed  the  sick,  etc.,  but  these  were  mere 

auxiliaries  in  rendering  his  efforts  efficient  in  sav- 
ing the  world. 

Second,  "  The  Lord  shall  raise  him  up."  That  is, 
raise  the  anointed  sick  up  to  new  hopes,  new  assur- 

ances, etc.  This  would  naturally  follow  the  first 

result,— the  assurance  of  being  saved.  That  this 
"raising  up"  is  not  physical,  is  further  made  plain 
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up  togeth- 

cedes  each  result  he 

phatic   word   " shall' 
doubt  or  disappointr 

results'l  have  defi we   can   associate 

when  we  read  that  God  "  hath  raised 
er  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  pL.„„ 

Christ  Jesus."     Eph.  2:  6.    That  is,  he  raised  uY  up in  mind,  hopes— in  the  prospects  of  the  soul. 

Third.  "  If  he  have  committed  sins  they  shall 
be  forgiven  him."  This  result  is  but  natural  and consequent  to  the  first  result  of  being  saved.  That 
is,  if  a  soul  is  saved,  of  course  its  sins  are  forgiven. 
They  thus  become  the  Lord's  anointed.  There  are 
instances  in  which  baptism,  prayer,  the  Communion 
service,  etc.,  have  so  benefited  the  sick,  that  they 
point  back  to  these  as  the  means  of  their  recovery, 
yet  their  design  is  nowhere  stated  to  be  for  the  re- 

covery of  the  sick;  but  by  God's  blessing,  through 
the  mind  the  body  may  and  often  does  receive  ben- 

efit. The  same  result  again  and  again  has  followed 
the  anointing  service. 

In  Gospel  Messenger,  No.  40,  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller, 
in  describing  the  noted  healing  waters  of  Lourdes, 

France,  dedicated  to  the  Pope,  says,  "  The  so- 
called  cures  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  powerful 
influence  the  mind  exercises  over  the  body,  es- 

pecially when  excited  by  religious  enthusiasm." 
May  not  that  same  result  follow  the  more  enlight- 

ened,— follow  Christians?  The  mind  is  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  recovery  of  the  sick  and  in  con- 

version. How  many  sick  soldiers  recovered  during 

the  war,  and  how  many  died, — all  due  to  the  state 
of  the  mind! 

Bro.  Miller  remarks  further,  of  the  waters  of 

Lourdes,  "  Only  the  few  are  benefited,  while  the 

masses  are  doomed  to  disappointment."  Does  not 
about  the  same  ratio  exist  to-day  as  to  the  number  of 
the  disappointed  ones  out  of  those  who  are  anointed 

for  physical  healing?  Remember  that  James  pre- 

i  with  the  strong,  em- 
it forbids  the  idea  of 

The  clear,  harmonious 
d  the  sick  can  control;  hence 
vith  those  results  the  happy, 

bright  word,  "  shall'1  Physical  healing  may  be  con- 
trolled or  it  may  not  be.  Hence  the  word  "sltall" 

must,  of  necessity,  drop  out  of  the  service. 

I  have  often  been  made  happy  to  w  tness  the 

glorious  results  I  have  defined,  almost  universally 

following  the  anointing  service, — to  see  the  sick  re- 
joice in  the  sure  prospects  of,  their  bright  future. 

When  persons  are  anointed  for  physical  healing, 
and  not  healed,  it  is  said  to  be  due  to  their  lack  of 

faith.  If  there  was  not  enough  faith  to  benefit  the 

physical  body,  was  there  enough  faith  to  benefit 
the  soul?  If  the  visible  got  no  benefit,  where  is  the 
assurance  that  the  invisible  was  benefited,  — that 
the  soul  was  cleansed  and  sins  pardoned?  I  see 

none,— no,  none.  To  me  this  phase  or  view  of  01 
subject  looks  dark  and  gloomy.  We  had  bett 

trust  to  the  plain  words  of  Christ.  The  practice  of 

the  apostles  and  the  simple  teaching  of  James  will 

make  it  all  plain  to  us.  "Purify  your  souls  by 

obeying  the  truth,"  is  the  pass-word  of  the  whole 

Christian  system.  Hence  I  close  as  I  began,  that 

the  anointing  in  the  Gospel  implies  consecration  to 

God  just  as  it  did  under  the  law.  Its  happy,  con- 

soling effects  often  benefit  the  body  as  do  other 

means  of  grace.  I.  J-  Rosenberger. 

One  of  the  blessed  privileges  of  this  life  is  the 

privilege  of  doing  good  to  our  kind— and  it  re- 

quires so  little  to  make  a  man  happy  and  command 

a  reward.  The  giving  of  "a  cup  of  cold  water" 
will  bless  a  suffering  mortal  and  win  the  approval of  our  Lord. 

-hQUERISTS'  »  Djg^glJ'^IrZ^ 
Was  John  the  Baptist  ever  baptized?    If  so,  by  whom? 

W.  F.  Burnett. 

John  the  Baptist  was  not  baptized.  He  was  
sent 

from  God,  and  needed  no  baptism.  From  his 

birth  he  was  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  did  no 

wrong,  and  for  that  reason  also  needed  not  bap
- 

tism. Neither  would  Jesus  have  needed  to  submit 

to  the  rite  for  the  same  reasons,  but  being  the  head 

and  foundation  of  the  church,  it  was  becoming  for 

him  to  set  a  proper  example  for  his  followers. 

What  is  meant  in  Matt.  y.  6.  where  it  says:  "  Blessed  are 
they  that  hunger  and  thirst  afler  righteousness,  (or  they  shall 
be  rilled"?    When  shall  they  he  filled?        II  II.  Si-angler. 

Happy  is  the  one  who  lon5s  to  be  fed  on  holy things,  the  Bread  of  Life,  and  thirsts  after  the  Water 
of  Life.  There  is  a  chance  for  the  Lord  to  satisfy 
the  wants  of  such  a  person,  and  his  soul  will  be 
filled  both  in  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
He  will  receive  his  daily  supply  of  the  Bread  and 
Water  of  Life  here,  as  well  as  what  he  needs  in  the home  beyond. 

We  would  like  an  explanation  of  Luke  2y.  42,  43:  "  And  he 
said  unto  Jesus,  Lord,  remember  me  when  thou  contest  into 
thy  kingdom.  And  Jesus  said  unto  him.  Verily  I  say  unto  Ihee, 
To-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise."  There  is  an  inter- 

val of  forty-three  days  from  the  time  of  Christ's  crucifixion 
until  his  ascension.    Where  was  he  during  this  time? 

D.  C.  Z. 

While  his  body  was  in  the  grave  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  is  presumed  to  have  been  in  the  abode  of  dis- 

embodied spirits,  preaching  to  the  spirits  in  pris- 
on. 1  Pet.  3:  19.  After  his  resurrection  he  was 

more  or  less  with  his  disciples  until  his  ascension, 

"  Being  seen  of  bjjem  forty  days,  and  speaking  of 
the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God." Acts  I:  3. 

Was  the  manna  that  fell  from  heaven  in  the  wilderness  for 

the  children  of  Israel  for  their  temporal  wants  only?  If  so, 

were  their  spiritual  wants  supplied?  and  ill  what  way? 
A.  E.  W haver. 

The  primary  design  of  the  manna  in  the  wilder- 

ness, as  well  as  the  quails,  was  to  supply  the  tem- 
poral needs  of  the  people.  Those  capable  of  see- 

ing the  hand  of  God  in  such  manifestations  were 
spiritually  nourished  thereby,  though  that  may  not 

have  been  the  primary  object.  The  spiritual  wants 

of  the  people  were  supplied  by  the  teachings  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  their  instructors,  by  obeying 

the  commands  of  the  Lord,  and  by  the  influences 

growing  out  of  the  tabernacle  services.  All  their 
rites  and  ceremonies  had  spiritual  imports  and  on 

these  the  souls  of  the  more  spiritual  feed."  Most  of 
these  people,  however,  were  so  carnal  that  it  was 

difficult  for  them  to  obtain  spiritual  food  from  any- thing. 

Please  explain  Numbers  8:  7:  "Sprinkle  water  of  purifying 

upon  them."  Was  it  pure  water,  or  was  there  something 
mixed  with  it?  J.  S.  Zimmerman. 

In  Numbers  19:  9,  17,  18  we  are  told  that  the 

water  of  purification  was  prepared  by  mixing 

with  it  ashes  of  a  burnt  heifer.  The  simple  element 

water  was  never  sprinkled  on  anything  for  ceremo- 

nial purposes.  Allow  us  to  refer  you  to  Wilson's 
"  History  of  Sprinkling,"  price,  fifty  cents.  It  may 
be  ordered  from  this  office.  J.  H.  m. 

-j-THE  t  SUNDAY  t  SCHOOLS 

THE  SERMON  ON  THE  MOUNT.— Luke  6:  41-49. 

{Lesson  for  Feb.  g.  . 

of  last Time.— A.  D.  28,  not  long   after  the  ti 

lesson. 
Place. — The  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  was  deliv- 

ered, according  to  tradition,  on  a  mountain  summit 

called  "the  Horns  of  Hattin,"  west  of  the  Sea  of 

Galilee. 
Person.— Christ,  the  preacher  of  this  great  ser- 

mon. 
Introductory. — After  the  display  of  the  power 

of  Jesus,  as  described  in  our  last  lesson,  Matthew 
was  called  from  the  receipt  of  custom  to  become 

the  disciple  of  our  Lord.  Then  the  Master  went 

again  to  Jerusalem,  attended  the  passover,  the  sec- 
ond since  the  beginning  of  his  public  ministry,  and 

while  there  healed  the  infirm  man  at  the  Pool  of 

Bethesda,  and  on  their  return  the  disciples  plucked 

the  ears  of  corn  in  the  field.  As  he  continued  his 

journey  northward,  performing  mirar-les,  his  fame 

spread  widely  throughout  Galilee.  Shortly  before 

the  time  of  this  lesson  he  chose  the  twelve  apostles 

to  go  forth  and  preach  as  his  special  representa- 

tives. 
I.    FAULTY  JUDGING. 

1.  Judging  others.  This  is  an  easy  thing  to  do; 

that  is,  it  seems  so  easy  and  natural  to  behold  "  the 

mote  that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye."  It  is  impossible 
to  rightly  judge  another,  and  the  Scriptures  nowhere 

teach  that  we  should  be  mote  hunters  in  other's 
eyes,  and  yet  how  diligent  a  great  many  are  in  look- 

ing for  and  talking  about  motes  in  other  people's 
eyes.  Go  where  you  will,  and  there  is  scarce  a  com- 

munity or  a  family  in  which  you  may  long  remain 
without  being  entertained  by  an  eloquent  and  ear- 

nest recital  of  somebody's  faults.  We  misconstrue 
the  motives  of  our  neighbors  and  magnify  their 
motes  into  beams  and  even  see  motes  where  there 
are  none,  and  feast  our  minds  and  the  minds  of  our 

children  and  friends  upon  these  corrupt  and  unsight- 
ly things  until  the  only  wonder  is  that  any  spiritual 

life  could  remain  in  us.  It  is  not  a  bad  thing  to  be 

a  fault-finder  so  long  as  we  can  content  ourselves 
with  finding  our  own  faults.  But  great  evil  comes 

to  ourselves  and  others  by  giving  too  much  atten- 
tion to  faults  not  our  own. 

2.  Judging  ourselves.  To  judge  ourselves  is  much 
more  easy  than  to  judge  others,  and  yet  much  more 
difficult.  That  is,  while  ourselves  are  the  only  ones 

we  can  rightly  mdjustfy  judge,  yet  to  do  so  is  usual- 
ly a  very  irksome  and  unpleasant  Lask.  As  to  pos- 

sibility it  is  easy;  as  to  desirability  it  is  difficult. 
The  beams  that  arc  in  our  own  eyes  we  so  much 

prefer  not  to  see.  And  yet  how  much  belter  it 
would  be  for  us  if  we  were  more  diligent  in  our 

search  for  our  own  faults.  The  first  thing  neces- 
sary to  the  correction  of  the  weaknesses  and  incon- 

sistencies of  our  lives  and  the  removal  of  the  beams 

that  are  in  our  eyes  is  that  we  see  them.  Then,  why 

is  it  that  thou  "  perceivest  not  the  beam  that  is  in 

thine  own  eye?  "  Our  Lord  in  this  lesson  brands  as 
hypocrites  those  who  are  less  exacting  of  their  own 
lives  than  of  those  of  others.  Let  us  look  more 

diligently  into  our  own  hearts,  for  until  we  have 

done  our  duty  to  ourselves  wc  arc  not  lit  to  criti- 
cise the  conduct  of  others.  a. 

II.   TREES  AND  THEIR  FRUIT,  \f\ 

*' Every  tree  is  known  by  his  own  fruit."  IvSs  v 
not  our  attitude  to  the  faults  of  others  that  decides 

our  character,  but  our  attitude  to  our  own.  It  is 

how  much  and  how  good  fruit  we  ourselves  bear 
and  not  how  little  or  how  poor  others  bear,  that  is 

to  decide  the  question  for  or  against  us.  We  may 
talk  long  and  loud  of  how  much  we  admire  piety 

and  despise  moral  littleness  in  others,  but  the  Lord 
requires  something  deeper  and  more  real  than  such 
pretensions  as  these.  It  is  by  our  fruits,  our  lives, 
our  conduct,  our  doing  and  being  before  men,  that 
we  are  to  be  known.  We  may  even  act  hypocrisy 

for  a  time  and  deceive  many,  but  the  sum  total  of 

our  lives  will  finally  show  to  those  about  us,  wheth- 
er the  motive  that  has  brought  forth  the  actions, 

the  tree  that  has  borne  the  fruit,  is  good  or  bad. 

III.    IIEAHING  AND  DOING. 

I.  Hearing  and  doing  not.  Seeing  that  the  tree  is 
to  be  known  by  its  fruits  and  not  Its  flowers,  that  a 
man  is  to  be  judged  by  his  deeds  and  not  by  his 

words,  "  why  call  ye  me  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the 

things  which  I  say?"  O  we  are  so  slow  to  learn 
the  lesson  of  the  necessity  of  not  only  paying  re- 

spectful attention  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  but 
heartily  and  believingly  accepting  and  promptly 

and  diligently  obeying  what  the  Lord  tells  us  to 
do.  It  is  a  pity  that  so  many  thousands  should  go 

on  in  the  delusion  that  they  are  finally  to  be  ac- 
cepted and  rewarded  for  their  hearing  and  saying, 

without  their  accepting  and  obeying;  for  to  those 
who  shall  thus  finally  come  to  the  Lord  of  all  the 
earth  with  their  eloquent  but  empty  professions 

will  he  declare,  as  he  turns  them  away,  "  I  never 

knew  you." 

3.  Hearing  and  doing.  To  hear  and  to  do  is  to 

stand  upon  a  sure  foundation.  He  who  in  true  pur- 
pose of  heart  endeavors  to  obey  the  Lord  in  every 

jot  and  tittle  of  his  Word  has  the  foundations  of  his 
house  laid  upon  the  everlasting  Rock  of  Ages. 

Would  we  occupy  safe  ground?  Would  we  take  a 

position  which  the  Lord  himself  has  pronounced 
secure?     Then  let  us  be  as  one  who  heareth  these 

ayings  of  Christ's  and  doeth  them. 

James  M.  Neff. Fndtdale,  Ala. 
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ANGELS. 

IN  the  old  days  God  sent  his  angels  oft 
To  men  in  threshing  floors,  to  women  pressed 

With  daily  tasks;  they  came  to  tent  and  croft, 
And  whispered  words  of  blessing  and  of  rest. 

Not  mine  to  guess  what  shape  those  angels  wore, 
Nor  tell  what  voice  they  spolce,  nor  with  what  grace 

They  brought  the  dear  love  down  that  evermore 
Makes  lowliest  souls  its  best  abiding  place. 

Hut  in  these  days  I  know  my  angels  well; 

They  brush  my  garments  on  the  common  way, 

They  take  my  hand,  and  very  softly  tell 
Some  bit  of  comfort  in  the  waning  day. 

/  And  tho'  their  angel  names  I  do  not  ken, 
*  Tho'  in  their  faces  human  want  I  read, 

They  are  God-given  to  this  world  of  men, 
God-sent  to  bless  it  in  its  hours  of  need. 

Child,  mother,  dearest  wife,  brave  hearts  that  take 

The  rough  and  bitter  cross,  and  help  us  bear 
Its  heavy  weight  when  strength  is  like  to  break, 

God  bless  you  each,  our  angels  unaware. 

— Margaret  E.  Sangster,  in  The  Independent. 

but  they  are  simply  exceptions  to  the  facts  I  ha 
enumerated.     Hence    the    rule    still    remains    t 

The  time  is  approaching  when  schools  will  be 

organized  or  reorganized  for  the  summer.  Differ- 
ent methods  have  been  adopted  in  choosing  the 

leading  officers  of  the  school.  With  some,  the 
church  chooses  them,  while  others  allow  the  school 
to  choose  them.  To  me  it  does  not  seem  proper 
for  the  church  to  choose  the  officers  of  a  Sunday 

school.  While  the  school,  unaided,  is  often  not 

competent  to  make  such  choice,  yet  it  is  but  right 
that  schools,  like  all  other  similar  bodies,  should 

have  the  right  to  choose  their  own  officers.  Hence 
a  safe  and  a  satisfactory  method  to  choose  the 

leading  officers,  adopted  by  many  schools,  is  for 
the  church  in  council  to  select  two  or  three  can- 

didates for  each  office,  and  then  allow  the  school 
to  elect  her  officers  from  the  candidates  named. 
This  method  allows  all  the  children  to  have  a  voice 
in  the  choice  for  their  officers,  which  is  but  right 
and  due  them.  In  this  method  the  church  takes 

control,  yet  allows  the  school  to  do  the  work. 

[Another  excellent  way  is  to  let  the  school 
select  its  own  officers,  and  then  have  the  church 
afterwards  confirm  the  election.  This  throws  all 

the  needed  safeguard  about  the  school. — Ed.] 

RELIQION  IN  MEXICO. 

-IOWARD  MILLER. 

THE  USE  OF  INTERNATIONAL  LESSONS  IN  OUR 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

BY  I.  J.  ROSENBERGER. 

A  very  large  majority  of  our  Sunday  schools 
use  the  Inlernational  Lessons.  I  advise  all  schools 
with  which  I  meet  to  use  those  lessons  for  the 

following  reasons: 
1.  The  only  successful  method  of  Bible  study 

is  by  topic.  The  International  Lessons  are  chosen 
on  a  line  of  topics;  that  is,  each  succeeding  lesson 
is  chosen  so  that  it  has  some  connection  with  the 

preceding.  There  are  but  few  ministers  who  study 

their  Bibles  by  beginning  at  Genesis  and  continu- 
ing to  Revelation.  They  take  up  a  subject,  say, 

"  Faith,"  and  then  proceed  to  collect  what  the 
different  inspired  writers  say  on  that  subject. 

By  this  method  alone  can  Bible  students  get 

information  that  is  clear.  Teachers  ought  to  pur- 
sue the  same  method  with  their  classes  in  Sunday 

school.  This  can  alone  be  done  by  adopting  the 
International  Lessons  or  the  International  System. 

2.  All  successful  preachers  and  teachers  feel  the 
need  of  some  helps  to  fit  them  in  giving  clear  in- 

struction. Schools  that  adopt  the  International 
Lessons  can  easily  provide  their  teachers  with 
some  help,  such  as  quarterlies  or  Sunday  School 

Notes,  in  some  weekly  paper,  or  in  a  bound  vol- 
ume. A  teacher  that  prepares  his  lesson  with 

some  help,  can  stand  before  his  class  and  teach 

the  pupils  intelligently.  Teachers  who  will  thus 

show  themselves,  "  approved,  rightly  dividing  the 

Word  of  Truth,"  will  be  important  factors  in  raising 
their  school  to  a  point  of  general  interest.  Re- 

member, teachers  are  the  master  factors  in  all 

Sunday  schools.  It  is  true  some  teachers  and 

preachers  are  blessed  with  talents  that  fit  them 
for  their   work    without  the   help   I   have   named, 

Mexico  is  a  Catholic  country.  There  are  a  few 
Protestants  there,  and  there  are  several  successful 
missions  that  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good,  and 

are  widening  their  sphere  of  influence  year  by 

year,  but  out  of  a  population  of  twelve  millions, 
there  are  said  to  be  only  about  sixteen  thousand 
Protestants,  and  they  are  scattered  around  through 

the  larger  cities.  Before  the  Law  of  Reform  that 
broke  the  temporal  power  of  the  Catholic  church 
Protestants  were  not  allowed  at  all,  and  the  writer 

has  frequently  been  on  the  ground  where  they 
burned  them  after  a  so-called  trial  and  conviction. 

The  one  thing  that  strikes  a  visitor  to  Mexico 
is  the  vast  number  of  Catholic  churches,  and 
wherever  there  is  a  little  hamlet  there  is  a  church. 

There  are  some  of  them  very  interesting,  and  there 
is  not  one  that  will  not  repay  a  visit.  There  is 

no  trouble  in  going  all  through  them,  about  the 

only  condition  being  that  cigars  must  be  thrown 

away,  a  church  being  the  only  place  in  Mexico 
where  you  cannot  smoke,  and  you  must  take  your 
hat  off  and  behave  yourself  generally.  It  is  good 
sense  if  you  see  what  you  do  not  approve  of  to 

keep  your  opinions  to  yourself  as  a  wise,  pre- 
cautionary measure. 

Some  of  these  churches  are  very  rich  in  adorn- 
ment. In  one  of  them  is  a  solid  silver  altar  rail- 

ing that  weighs  twenty-six  tons, — torts,  remember, 
— and  there  are  paintings  and  other  articles  worth 

a  king's  ransom.  There  is  a  continual  clangor  of 
bells,  and  something  seems  to  be  going  on  in  some 
of  them  all  the  time.  Let  us  walk  into  the  great 
cathedral  of  Mexico.  We  must  step  over  the  hor- 

rible beggars  that  infest  the  immediate  exterior 
and  the  doorway,  nnd  we  enter  undisturbed.  This 

building  cost  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  oc- 
cupies the  very  site  of  the  old  Aztec  temple  that 

Cortez  destroyed,  and  it  is  the  greatest  religious 
center  of  Mexico.  The  building  is  magnificent  in 
its  proportions  and  its  adornment,  but  one  of  the 
strange  things  noted  is  that  the  floor  is  of  common 

plank.  Why  I  never  learned,  except  that  wood 
is  scarcer  in  the  country  than  stone. 

It  is  not  one  great  empty  building,  but  is  cut 
up  into  chapels  and  there  are  few  seats.  Wor- 

shipers are  everywhere  on  the  floors,  kneeling 
on  the  planks,  the  wild  Indian  and  the  richest 

lady  of  the  city  are  side  by  side.  People  are  com- 
ing and  going  all  the  time  and  it  is  a  fact  that  I 

would  rather  not  say,  but  a  fact  all  the  same,  that 

you  can  have  your  pocket  picked  with  the  greatest 
ease  and  facility  while  you  are  in  the  church.  The 

thief  may  be  a  Catholic,  but  he  will  relieve  you 

of  your  valuables  all  right  enough  if  you  give  him 
a  chance. 

At  the  right  times  you  can  hear  some  splendid 
instrumental  music,  and  see  many  strange  sights. 

Mexico  is  a  country  of  miracles,  and  at  Guadaloupe 

(Wad  da-loop-ee),  a  considerable  town  about  three 
miles  out,  is  where  the  Virgin  Mary  appeared  to 
an  Indian  a  long  time  ago,  and,  not  to  take  up 
the  time  with  the  story,  left  her  picture  on  his 
blanket.  The  picture  is  in  a  frame  of  gold,  and 

Our  Lady  of  Guadaloupe  is  the  patron  saint  of  the 
Indians.  There  are  two  Ladies  in  Mexico,  the 

other  being  Our  Lady  of  Remedies.  When  the 
Indians  ran  Cortez  out  of  their  city  and  nearly 

wiped  out  the  Spanish  robbers,  he  got  out  of  a 

soldier's  knapsack  a  broken-nosed  child's  doll  and 
called  it  Our  Lady  of  Remedies.  Then  when  the 

Spanish  lost  control  of  the  government  the  Lady 
of  Remedies  was  set  aside  for  Our  Lady  of  Guada- 

loupe, who  is  the  uppermost  Lady  just  now.  There 
is  a  Latin  legend  on  the  picture  of  Our  Lady  of 

Guadaloupe,  "  She  has  not  done  likewise  to  all 
the  nations,"  and  they  tell  a  story  of  two  men 
looking  at  the  picture,  and  one  of  them  being 
asked  what  the  inscription  meant  said  that  a  free 
translation  was  that  she  never  saw  such  a  pack 
of  fools  in  all  her  life.  Do  the  natives  believe 

in  the  story?  Emphatically  they  do,  to  the  last 
man  and  woman  of  them.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  a  Catholic  house  in  all  Mexico  that  has 

not  one  of  the  many  millions  of  her  pictures, 

made  in  all  sizes,  from  a  postage  stamp  up  to  the 

full  size  of  the  image  on  the  blanket. 

On  the  anniversary  of  her  appearance  to  the 

Indian,  Juan  Diego,  thousands  of  Indians  come 

to  the  city  and  camp  around  the  church  at  Guada- 
loupe, and  a  visit  to  the  church  then  is  most 

interesting.  The  writer  was  told  that  it  was  not 

safe  to  go  there  at  that  time,  but  he  went  all  the 
same,  and  what  he  saw  was  very  interesting.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Our  Lady  of  Guadaloupe 
is  an  Indian  effort,  and  that  is  why  the  time  and 

image  is  held  in  such  repute.  The  natives  were 

lying  around  by  the  thousands,  and  in  the  church 
itself  were  very  peculiar  ceremonies.  The  whole 
surroundings  presented  more  the  aspect  of  a  pagan 

festival  than  that  of  a  Christian  religious  observ- 
ance. 

Outside  gambling-booths,  restaurants,  and  all 
the  catch-penny  contrivances  of  a  fertile  Indian 

population  are  in  full  blast.  The  visitors  are  cook- 
ing, eating,  gambling,  and  every  act  in  human  life 

has  no  attempt  at  secrecy  or  privacy.  Strange 

music  is  going  on  at  all  times,  and  occasionally 

there  is  a  peal  from  the  organ,  while  from  over- 
head the  clanging  of  the  bells  is  heard  at  all  times. 

Without  the  church  a  party  was  dancing  one 

of  the  strange  Indian  dances  to  native  music,  and 

the  dress  of  the  participants  was  of  the  oddest 

description  of  masqueraders.  Within  the  building 
were  crowds  of  worshipers,  kneeling  with  eyes 

fixed  on  the  image  of  Our  Lady,  and  every  evi- 
dence of  intense  devotion.  After  half  an  hour  or 

so  they  backed  out  of  the  church,  bowing  low  at 

every  step,  and  their  places  were  taken  by  others 
who  went  through  the  same  performance.  Some 

of  the  participants  had  tramped  for  a  thousand 
miles  to  attend  this  great  annual  feast  or  festival 
of  the  church.  Eight  days  after  the  Indians  had 

held  their  religious  observance  the  beauty  and 
wealth  of  the  capital  took  their  turn  at  the  idolatry. 

A  volume  could  be  written  on  the  religious 

aspect  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  but  enough  has  been 
said  to  give  an  idea  of  the  situation,  and  it  will 
be  a  long  time  until  it  is  bettered. 

Lcwisburgh,  Pa. 

There  is  too  much  selfish  enjoyment  among 
Christians.  Many  accept  the  Gospel  because  they 
take  it  to  be  a  personal  appeal  for  personal  ends, 
overlooking  the  fact  that  while  it  proposes  good  it 
also  binds  the  receiver  to  communicate  good  to 
others.  To  this  oversight  is  largely  due  the  slow 
coming  of  the  Savior's  kingdom.  There  will  be  an acceleration  when  all  men  have  abetter  understand- 

ing of  the  truth. 
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•  tell  I 

For  in  its  sweet  unfolding 

My  Savior's  love  I  see. 
They  say  at  any  moment 

The  Lord  of  lite  may  come 
To  lift  me  from  the  cloudland 

Into  the  light  of  home. 

They  say  I  have  no  warning, 
I  may  not  even  hear 

The  rustle  of  his  garments 
As  he  softly  draweth  near. 

Suddenly,  in  a  moment, 
Upon  my  ear  may  fall 

The  summons,  loved  of  our  Master, 

"  Answer  the  Master's  call."    - 
Perhaps  he  will  come  in  the  noontide 

Of  some  bright,  sunny  day, 
When,  with  my  dear  ones  all  around  me, 

My  life  seems  bright  and  gay. 

Pleasant  must  be  the  pathway, 
Easy  the  shining  road, 

Up  from  the  dimmer  sunlight 
Into  the  light  of  God. 

Perhaps  he  will  come  in  the  still 
Of  the  mild  and  quiet  night, 

When  the  earth  is  calmly  sleeping 

'Neath  the  moonbeams'  silvery  light; 
When  the  stars  are  softly  shining 

O'er  the  slumbering  land  and  sea, 
Perhaps  in  the  holy  stillness 

The  Master  will  come  for  me. 
— Dr.  Horatio  Bonar. 

IT  MAKES  ME  THINK. 

Many  persons  pass  through  the  world  without  do- 

ing much  thinking  for  themselves,  but  accept  what 

others  say  and  do  as  being  correct.  The  condition 

of  people  under  the  Catholic  yoke  is  a  marked  in- 

stance of  this.  The  same  is  largely  true  with  pro- 

fessing Christians  among  Protestants,  as  a  great 

many  belong  to  a  denomination  simply  because 

their  parents  did,  and  do  not  read  the  Scriptures  for 
themselves.     This  is  true  in  all  churches. 

In  No.  47,  1895,  the  editor,  in  a  note  on  a  certain 

subject,  says,  "We  need  more  preaching  and  still 

more  careful  thinking  along  this  line."  We,  as  a 

church,  have  no  field  of  work  requiring  more  good, 

hard  thinking  than  our  city  work.  In  order  to  get 

the  greatest  benefit  from  hard  thinking  on  any  line, 

experience  is  necessary,  and  nowhere  is  this  mo
re 

true  than  in  city  work. 

I  have  often  heard  the  remark  that  brethren
  who 

will  go  into  city  work  and  make  a  success  of 
 it  will 

be  targets  for  some  years  to  come,  because  of
  the 

fact  that  in  city  work  different  plans  and  met
hods 

must  be  used  and  some  that  are  very  likely  to 
 be 

criticized  by  those  who  have  had  no  experien
ce  in 

the  work. 

In  talking  this  matter  over  with  a  brother
  of  con- 

siderable prominence  and  ability,  some  time  ago, 

the  remark  was  made  by  him  that  he  had 
 been 

urged  to  take  up  the  work  in  a  certain  city
,  and 

said  that  one  great  reason  why  he  hesitated  was
  the 

fact  as  above  stated. 

This  made  me  think  a  great  deal  since.  M
ay  it 

not  be  possible  that  there  are  other  tale
nted  breth- 

ren thinkers  in  our  neighborhood  who  feel  just  as 

that  brother  felt,— brethren  who  are  of  a  di
sposition 

to  make  a  success  of  whatever  they  undertake
,  yet 

fear  that  in  city  work  they  may  find  the  c
onditions 

so  different  from  what  they  are  in  the  cou
ntry, 

that,  by  the  time  they  work  in  it  awhile,  they  may 

be  classed  as  "  rather  fast,"  "  not  sound  in  faith, 

etc.  It  is  important  that  a  man  look  well  to  his 
reputation,  as  thereby  his  influence  for  good  is 
largely  measured,  and  yet,  in  a  work  so  important 
as  our  city  work,  a  man  should  look  at  the  need 
and  go  forth  trusting  in  God  for  success  and  repu- 

tation. In  doing  this  work  men  are  needed  who 
are  broad-minded  enough  to  see  things  as  they  are, 
with  good  judgment,  to  meet  the  conditions,  yet 
not  of  a  disposition  to  take  things  into  their  own 
hands  regardless  of  the  ruling  of  our  Brotherhood. 
Although  we  have  been,  for  some  years,  directly  in 
the  city  work,  the  more  we  meet  the  problems  face 
to  face,  the  more  I  am  compelled  to  think.  In  my 
thinking  I  suppose  I  have  arrived  at  the  same  con- 

clusion that  others  have,  that  there  is  something 
wrong  somewhere,  but  what  it  is,  is  the  question. 
Probably  the  best  way  to  determine  this  is  by  ob- 

taining more  and  more  experience  in  the  work,  and. 

the  exchange  of  opinions  and  experiences  of  those 
who  are  in  the  work. 

Considering  the  fact  that  we  have  now  quite  a 
number  of  cities,  in  which  are  found  workers  of  ex- 

perience, I  am  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a 
meeting  at  Annual  Meeting,  of  such  persons  and 
others  specially  interested  in  city  work,  if  it  could 
be  satisfactorily  arranged.  Such  a  meeting  held  at 
each  Annual  Meeting  would  no  doubt  result  in 
much  good  and  be  a  means  of  advancing  the  work 
very  materially. 

Topeka,  /Cans. 

BREAD-PILLS  AND  FAITH  CURE. 

A  physician  in  Ohio  had  a  number  of  patients 

to  whom  he  gave  bread-pills  with  the  same  results 

as  ordinary  pills.  He  gave  others  a  little  flour  in- 
stead of  the  usual  dose  of  powders,  with  the  same 

beneficial  results  following.  The  sick  had  faith 

in  the  physician,  and  they  believed  the  potion 

given  would  produce  the  desired  results,  and  it  did. 
A  lady  in  the  East  was  afflicted  with  neuralgia 

in  the  head  and  face.  A  certain  physician  pre- 
scribed a  remedy.  She  had  confidence  in  her 

physician,  and  the  liniment,  accordingly,  gave  the 
desired  relief.  She  k'pt  the  medicine  within  easy 
reach  of  her  couch,  so  that,  when  an  attack  of 

neuralgia  came  on  during  the  night,  she  could  ap- 
ply her  favorite  remedy.  One  night,  by  mistake, 

she  got  hold  of  the  ink-bottle  and  unconsciously 

applied  the  ink  to  the  side  of  her  face  with  the 
same  benefit  as  if  it  had  been  her  favorite  liniment. 

From  the  age  of  the  patriarch  Jacob  to  the 

present  day,  the  human  mind  has,  in  numerous 
instances,  been  misled  by  the  unreal,  with  the 

same  effects  following  as  if  it  were  real. 

All  ailments  that  may  be  treated  by  faith  cure 

are  such  as  come  under  the  control  of  the  mind. 

The  sick  may  throw  off  such  ailments,  and  rise 

from  such  sickness  by  a  healthy  exercise  of  will 

power.  The  mind  asserts  its  power  over  the 

functions  of  the  body,  the  vital  force  moves  on 

and  all  obstructions  to  a  healthy  action  in  the  cir- 

culation are  removed.  To  pass  off  such  cures  as 

come  within  the  realm  of  physiological  law,  on 

the  credulity  of  the  public  mind,  as  evidences  of 

divine  healing  and  miraculous  faith  cures,  carries 

with  it  an  element  of  deception.  "Take  heed  that 

no  man  deceive  you." The  cures  of  the  Bible  stand  out  in  the  sunlight 

of  Truth.  Each  case  has  a  divine  side.  Our 

Savior  did  not  seek  popularity  in  healing  the  sick. 

He  did  not  follow  it  as  a  profession.  The  supreme 

object  of  his  mission  on  earth  was  "  to  seek  an
d 

to  =ave  that  which  was  lost."  Our  Lord  sends 

out  his  disciples  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  to  heal 

the  sick,  the  latter  work  as  well  as  the  former
 

being  subordinated  to  the  teachings  o'f  divine  
law. 

The  anointing  of  the  sick  with  oil  in  the  na
me 

of  the  Lord  (Jas.  5:14),  has  been  bequeath
ed 

to  the  church  as  a  means  of  grace  and  healing 

peculiarly  her  own,  and  the  means,  and  aims, 
 and 

results,  are  divine  and  far  reaching  as  the   Gospel
 

itself.  .      ,. 

A  failure  on  the  part  of  any  one  to  receive  the 

full  measure  of  the  benefit  in  the  anointing,  is  an 

evidence  of  a  lack  of  a  full  measure  of  faith  in 

the  anointing  itself,  or  in  the  human  instrumentali- 
ties employed  in  the  service. 

Should  such  a  one  apply  to  a  noted  faith  cure 
doctor  for  special  prayer  for  the  healing  of  his 
ailment,  and  should  he  write  to  others  of  his 

friends,  in  whom  he  had  confidence,  to  make  spe- 

cial prayer  at  a  set  time,  and  should  he  be  accord- 
ingly relieved  of  his  ailment,  it  would  simply  show 

that  he  had  more  faith  in  the  reputation  of  the 

agencies  employed  than  he  had  in  the  divine  plan. 
The  virtue  of  such  work  grows  out  of  its  novelty. 

God's  glorious  sun  rises  each  day  and  moves  in 
its  western  course  across  the  sky,  illuminating  our 

dark  world,  giving  life  and  heat  to  all,  yet  it  has 
become  so  common  an  occurrence  that  it  excites 

no  attention,  whilst  a  blazing  meteor  in  its  flitting, 

fleeting  course  athwart  the  sky,  is  an  object  of  in- 
tense interest. 

"  Be  astonished,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be 
horribly  afraid,  be  ye  very  desolate,  saith  the 
Lord.  For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils; 

they  have  forsaken  me,  the  fountain  of  living  wa- 
ters, and  hewed  them  out  cisterns,  broken  cisterns, 

that  can  hold  no  water."    Jcr.  2:  12,  13. Broadwtiy,  Va. 

AN  EARNEST  PREACHER. 

One  of  our  earnest  ministers  is  making  a  special 

effort  to  get  the  Messenger  into  every  family  in 

his  congregation  this  year.  Here  is  what  he  has  to 

say  about  his  work: 
"  Some  of  our  brethren  claim  that  the  price  of 

the  Messenger  i?  too  high,  and  that  they  cannot 

afford  to  pay  for  it.  They  maintain  that  the  politi- 

cal papers  are  not  so  expensive,  by  one-half  to  one- 
third.  Of  course  they  love  politics  more  than 

they  love  the  good  news  from  the  churches,  and 
the  wholesome  lessons  found  in  the  Messenger. 

We  can  see  a  difference  in  those  who  take  an  inter- 
est in  the  Messenger  and  those  who  do  not. 

Those  who  do  not  take  the  paper  are  on  the  back- 
ground in  church  work,  as  well  as  in  their  Christian 

warfare.  They  are  no  earnest  and  zealous  workers 

in  the  church  and  their  children  become  uncon- 
cerned about  the  church  and  wander  away  from 

that  which  is  just  and  right.  Then  those  very  par- 
ents become  concerned  about  the  eternal  welfare  of 

their  offspring,  and  call  on  us  ministers  to  come 
and  visit  their  children  and  talk  to  them  about 
their  eternal  welfare.  Children  will  often  turn 

around  to  us  and  say,  '  Father  and  mother  don't 
lake  much  interest  in  the  church  and  do  not  live  as 

they  should.'  They  say,  'There  is  our  neighbor 
A.  He  takes  the  Gospel  Messenger,  and  he  is 

much  concerned  about  the  church  and  always 

knows  all  that  is  going  on  in  the  church,  and  even 
his  children  know  something  of  the  work  of  the 

church,  while  we  are  ignorant  about  the  work  of  the 

church,  since  father  does  not  take  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger.' This  year  I  made  a  special  effort  to  get 

subscribers  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  my  visits 

among  the  churches,  and  through  my  influence  you 

got  new  subscribers." 
REMARKS. 

We  wish  here  to  state  that  political  papers  can  be 

published  at  a  smaller  subscription  price  than  re- 

ligious journals,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  sus- 

tained by  their  respective  parties,  and  have  a  con- 

siderable income  over  and  above  the  large  sums  re- 
ceived for  advertisements.  Were  they  to  depend 

upon  money  received  for  subscriptions  alone,  the 

most  of  them  would  be  bankrupted  before  the  close 

of  the  present  year.  We  are  willing  for  the  Mes- 
senger to  be  compared,  in  price  and  contents,  with 

any  of  the  religious  papers  in  America,  but  please 

do  not  compare  it  with  the  political  journals.— Ed. 

St.  Paul  as  a  teacher  is  as  truly  of  to-day  as 
when  he  wrote  his  epistles  to  the  churches,  else  he 

was  not  inspired  to  write.  Every  effort  to  relegate 
him  to  the  ranks  of  out-of-date  leaders  only  shows 

that  those  who  make  the  effort  are  not  in  sympa- 

thy with  his  teachings. 
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Ten  accessions  are  reported  at  Oak  Grove,  Mo. 

A  series  of  meetings,  just  closed  at  Mansfield, 

Illinois,  resulted  in  nine  applicants  for  baptism 
and  one  reclaimed. 

We  learn  that  Bro.  A.  L.  Snowberger,  of  Ne 

ton,  Kans.,  has  returned  to  Wichita,  Kans.,  mu 
to  the  joy  of  the  members  in  that  city. 

Bro.  Drr<sEY  Hodgden  has  just  closed  an  ex- 
cellent meeting  in  the  Walnut  church,  Ind.,  with 

lh":  teen  accessions  by  confession  and  baptism. 

Bro.  Henry  E.  Light  recently  held  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Zigler  house,  in  the  Little  Swatara 
church,  Pa.,  which  resulted  in  sixteen  accessions. 

There  has  of  late  been  much  rejoicing  among 
the  members  of  the  Pine  Creek  church,  Ind.,  on 

account  of  nineteen  accessions,— fourteen  by  bap- 
tism and  five  reclaimed. 

A  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Peter 
Stuckman,  at  the  Cedar  Creek  church,  near  Gar- 

rett, Ind.,  closed  last  Sunday,  with  twenty-two 
baptized  and  one  applicant. 

Those  who  have  renewed  their  subscriptions 

will  please  notice  whether  the  date  to  the  r'ght  of 
their  name  has  been  changed.  Should  any  mis- 

takes have  been  made,   do  not  fail  to  notify  us  at 

SsS^We  would  like  some  one  to  send  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  all  the  members  who  do 
not  take  the  Messenger— tine  from  each  family. 
We  wish  to  send  them  a  sample  copy  of  the  paper 
and  also  a  catalogue  of  books.  To  any  one  who 
will  send  us  a  list  of  name=,  as  designated,  we  will 

mail  a  copy  of  the  Brethren's  Almanac  for  1896. 
Let  us  have  a  report  from  every  church! 

We  have  just  published  a  new  edition  of  "  Doc- 

trine of  the  Brethren  Defended."  by  Bro.  R.  H. 
Miller.  It  is  one  of  the  best  defenses  of  the  faith 
and  practice  of  the  Brethren  in  print,  and  should  be 
widely  read.  It  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  all  our 
ministers  especially.  Price,  Si. 25.  As  an  induce- 

ment to  ministers  to  purchase  the  work  for  their 
own  use,  we  make  the  price  to  them  Si. 00. 

Bro.  Christian  Hope  was  with  us  over  last 
day.  He  was  on  his  way  home  from  Deni 
having  been  absent  for  eight  months.  He  re 
the  churches  in  both  Denmark  and  Sweden 
encouraging  condition.  A  numlier  were  rec 
into  fellowship  while  he  was  with  them  and  tht 
look  is  hopeful.  He  preached  for  us  on  St 
evening  and  was  listened  to  with  more  than 
nary  interest. 

Sun 

rjtdl- 

  f-t, 
Bko.  H.  C  Early  has  just  closed  a  series  of 

meetings  at  Jacksonville,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa., 

with  fourteen  accessions  to  the  church  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism. 

Writing  from  Washington,  Jan.  25,  Bro.  W.  M. 

Lyon  says:  "  I  am  glad  to  report  that  one  more 
precious  soul  has  been  added  to  the  fold  here  by 

baptism,  and  there  are  several  more  applicants. 

The  Lord  is  blessing  the  work." 

We  have  on  hand  a  number  of  marriage  notices 

that  should  have  appeared  before  this,  but  they 

were  mislaid  and  will  now  appear  in  the  next  is- 
sue. Those  who  have  written  us  will  accept  this 

explanation  in  answer  to  their  inquiries. 

One  of  our  Sunday  schools  in  the  West  gave 

twenty-two  dimes  to  as  many  boys  and  girls,  tell- 
ing them  to  make  out.  of  their  dimes  what  they 

could  in  three  months.  As  a  result,  these  children 

handed  in  S6.50  for  the  India  Mission.  The  broth- 
er who  writes  says  the  plan  is  to  be  repeated  the 

coming  summer.      

At  the  close  of  Bro.  Hope's  sermon  in  the  chap- 
el last  Sunday  evening,  one  applied  for  baptism. 
.  D.  L.  Forney  is  now  with  us,  preaching  each 
ling.  He  is  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  in 
course  of  a  few  weeks  will  start  for  their  mis- 

t  point  in  Arkansas,  making  a  short  stop  in 
them  Illinois. 

SUPPORTING  MISSIONARIES. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  1895,  see  Art.  2,  did  an 

ceedingly  wise  thing  when  she  decided,  respect- 
g  city  missions,  that,  in  order  that  the  ministers 

conducting  such  missions  "  may  give  the  work 
their  entire  time  and  attention,  it  is  necessary  that 

they  receive  a  reasonable  support."  In  former  de- 
cisions it  had  before  decided  that  missionaries  in 

other  fields,  who  give  their  entire  time  and  atten- 

tion to  preaching  the  Gospel  and  building  up  con- 
gregations, should  be  entitled  to  a  reasonable 

support.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Conference 

has  seen  proper  to  encourage  the  support  of  all 
those  giving  their  entire  time  to  mission  work 
whether  in  cities  or  in  the  rural  districts. 

This  is  right  and  just  upon  the  part  of  both  the 

church  and  the  missionaries.  We  have  among  us 
but  few  men  having  sufficient  means  to  support 
themselves  and  their  families  while  they  give  all 
their  attention  and  time  to  the  work  of  the  church, 
and  most  of  them  are  too  far  advanced  in  years  to 
endure  the  hardships  of  the  mission  field.  We 
must  therefore  depend  upon  men  for  this  work, 
who  will  have  to  be  supported,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  of  our  churches  will  come  up  man- 

fully and  sustain  the  different  mission  boards  in 
their  undertaking  when  they  place  evangelists  in 
the  field.  It  is  according  to  the  Gospel  that  these 
men  should  receive  their  support  while  they  devote 
their  whole  time  to  the  interest  of  the  church. 
Not  only  so,  but  our  Annual  Conference  has  so 
urged  it,  and  the  different  boards  are  acting  with 
due  authority  when  they  employ  the  right  kind  of 
a  man  and  entrust  an  important  mission  to  him. 

Our  free  ministry  in  the  rural  districts  and  where 
we  have  plenty  of  ministers  is  a  good  thing.  But 
our  work  in  cities  and  the  mission  fields  must  be 
more  or  less  sustained  by  the  churches.  To  place 
the  whole  burden  on  the  ministers,  and  let  the 
whole  church  go  free,  is  not  just.  We  have  strong and  we  have  to  compete  with 

must  hold  the  Gospel  up  where 
the  people  can  see  it.  We  must  meet  the  false 
teachings  of  those  who  would  oppose  the  pure 
Gospel,  and  teach  the  people  what  the  whole  Gos- 

pel is,  and  how  it  should  be  obeyed  in  all  of  its 
parts.  To  do  this  in  the  face  of  strong  opposition 
requires  time   and  much  careful  study.    The  op- 

around 
That  i 

posers  of  the  whole  Gospel  work  both  week  day 
and  Sunday,  and  our  ministers  in  the  cities  and  in 
the  mission  fields  must  also  work  seven  days  in  the 

week  to  meet  and  overcome  this  strong  opposition. 

If  other  workers  would  give  only  one  day  in  the 

week  to  adverse  teaching,  we  could  meet  them  with 
that  amount  of  work.  But  such  is  not  the  case. 

True,  we  believe  that  the  Lord  is  on  our  side,  and 
for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  we  should  work 

only  the  harder. 
Let  us  no  more,  therefore,  flinch  from  duty  in 

supporting  the  mission  work,  just  because  we  are 
sustaining  a  number  of  men  in  the  field.  We  have 
reached  a  time  when  it  has  become  necessary  to  do 

so.  At  the  same  time  let  not  those  who  can 

preach  at  their  own  expense  slacken  their  ear- 
nest efforts.  At  least  nine-tenths  of  our  ministers 

are  supporting  themselves  while  preaching  a  pure 

Gospel.  They  are  to  be  commended  for  their  zeal 
and  self-denial.  God  has  blessed  their  labors  in 

the  past,  and  he  will  bless  them  in  the  future. 

They  are  making  sacrifices  of  which  the  members, 

as  a  body,  know  but  little,  and  it  is  only  at  the 

judgment  that  they  can  receive  the  true  reward  for 

the  grand  and  far-reaching  work  that  they  are  per- 
forming, j.  h.  M. 

SHALL  THE  REDEEMED  KNOW  EACH  OTHER  IN 
HEAVEN? 

Why  should  we  not  know  each  other  in  the  fu- 

ture state?  We  certainly  shall  know  Jesus,  for  we 
shall  see  him  and  converse  with  him.  He  is  to  be 

the  bridegroom,  and  the  saints  the  bride,  and  it 

would  be  passing  strange  if  the  bride  should  not 

be  permitted  to  know  the  bridegroom  in  the  mar- 

riage state. 

Then  we  shall  know  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob, 

for  we  are  to  sit  down  with  them  in  the  kingdom. 

That  is,  we  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  their  society 

in  heaven.  While  in  torments,  in  Hades,  the  rich 

man  could  recognize  both  Lazarus  and  Abraham 

though  they  were  afar  off.  The  redeemed  in  the 

future  state  will  most  assuredly  be  blessed  with  as 

much  knowledge  as  the  condemned.  To  know 

these  will  only  pave  the  way  for  knowing  others. 
Moses  was  called  from  the  unseen  state  to  appear 

on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration,  and  he  was  rec- 

ognized. So  was  Elijah  recognized  on  the  same 
occasion,  and  that  too,  by  men  who  were  yet  in 
the  flesh.  When  this  mortal  coil  shall  be  laid 

aside  we  will  be  in  a  position  to  employ  the  mind 

to  even  a  better  advantage  than  now.  We  shall 

also  sing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb.  There 
would  be  very  little  comfort  in  singing  this  song 

of  these  persons  should  we  be  in  their  presence 

all  the  while  and  yet  not  be  able  to  recognize  them. 

Each  person  will  most  assuredly  know  his  own 

name  in  the  coming  kingdom,  for  our  names  shall 
be  written  in  the  Book  of  Life.  Each  one  will  cer- 

tainly be  permitted  to  tell  his  name  to  another. 

This  will  open  the  way  for  recognizing  those  we 
meet,  and  also  assist  us  in  finding  those  we  now 
know  in  this  world.  We  will  have  memories  there, 
and  remember  the  things  of  the  past,  for  the  rich 
man  was  told  to  remember  the  good  things  he  en- 

joyed in  this  life.  Well,  if  one  will  be  able  to  re- 

member his  name  in  the  future  state,  and  will  al- 
so be  permitted  to  tell  it  to  others,  what  .will  there 

be  in  the  way  of  finding  and  recognizing  all  of  our 
dear  friends  that  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  reach 
the  abode  of  the  blest? 

Some  one  suggests  that  not  to  be  able  to  find  a 
particular  friend  in  heaven  would  render  the  future 
life  unhappy.  Well,  God  has  promised  to  wipe 
away  all  tears,  and  by  this  we  understand  that  he 
is  to  remove  all  occasions  for  sorrow.  Then  let 
us  so  live  as  to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure 
and  be  in  a  condition  to  know  and  be  known  when 
we  reach  the  Paradise  of  Godl  j.  h.  m. 
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FROM  ISMAILIA  TO  BOMBAY. 

The  traveler  who  crosses  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at 
this  season  of  the  year  (December),  supplies himself  with  heavy  winter  clothing,  and  makes 
every  preparation  to  keep  warm.  He  who  jour- 

neys southward  on  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Indian 
Ocean,  bearing  close  down  upon  the  Equator,  and 
continues  his  journey  to  India,  desires  the  best 
methods  to  keep  cool.  It  seems  odd  enough  to 
have  a  sweat  pad  under  your  hand  to  keep  the 
perspiration  off  your  paper  while  you  write,  in  the 
midst  of  winter.  Such  was  our  experience  on  our 
southward  journey. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  28,  1895,  the  Caledonia, 
with  nearly  five  hundred  passengers,  steamed  out 
of  the  southern  end  of  the  Suez  Canal  and  entered 
one  of  the  notable  seas  of  the  Bible,  whose  waters 

opened  for  the  safe  passage  of  God's  people,  and 
closed  as  quickly  upon  their  cruel  task-masters 
and  pursuers,  overthrowing  and  destroying  the 
host  of  the  King  of  Egypt.  From  the  entrance 
of  the  Sea  at  Suez,  to  the  Straits  of  Babelmandeb 
at  Aden,  where  we  enter  the  Arabian  Sea  and  the 

Indian  Ocean,  the  distance  is  in  round  numbers 

fourteen  hundred  miles.  This  is  the  greatest 
length  of  the  Red  Sea,  whilst  its  extreme  width 

does  not  exceed  two  hundred  miles.  This  body 
of  water  is  the  division  line  between  Asia  and  Af- 

rica, and,  lying  between  two  great  deserts,  the  tem- 
perature is  very  high.  Even  in  the  winter  months 

the  mercury  ranges  as  high  as  100°  in  the  shade. 
In  midsummer  the  heat  is  simply  frightful,  and 
many  who  undertake  the  voyage  at  that  season  of 

the  year  are  overcome  by  the  intense  heat,  and 

are  buried  beneath  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Just  a 

few  months  ago  a  shipload  of  French  soldiers  was 

returning  homeward  from  Madagascar  by  this 

route,  and  some  thirty  of  the  poor  fellows  were 
overcome  by  the  heat  and  were  buried  at  sea. 

At  Suez  we  have  the  place  where  the  Israelites 

passed  through  the  sea,  and  not  far  away  are  the 

fountains,  or  wells,  of  Moses.  We  visited  this 

place  three  years  ago  in  company  with  Bro.  Lah- 
man.  It  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  the  bittter 
waters  of  Marah  where  the  Jews  murmured,  and 

they  longed  for  the  waters  and  fleshpots  of  Egypt. 

It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  go  back  in  the  im- 

agination thirty-three  hundred  years,  and  people 
these  shores  with  the  escaping  Israelites.  Their 

slavery  had  been  long  continued  and  grievous  to 

be  borne,  but  at  last  their  groanings  and  cries, 

forced  from  them  by  the  severity  of  their  bond- 
age and  burdens,  came  up  before  God  and  were 

heard,  and  the  time  of  their  deliverance  was  come. 

In  the  full  hope  of  blessed  freedom,  six  hundred 
thousand  men,  able-bodied  and  strong,  besides  the 

old  and  young,  the  women  and  children,  stood  on 

yonder  shore.  They  had  thus  far  escaped  from 

the  land  of  bondage,  and  now  they  were  shut  in 

by  mountain  and  sea.  The  Egyptian  host  pressed 

hard  upon  them,  determined  to  receive  their  es- 
caping slaves  and  take  them  into  bondage  again. 

To  the  sons  of  Jacob  came  quick  despondency,  su- 
perseding their  high  hopes.  When  all  human 

help  failed  the  Lord  opened  the  waters  of  the  sea, 

and  his  people  passed  through.  The  way  of  es- 

cape became  the  way  of  destruction  to  their  pur- 
suers. How  these  now  silent  shores  and  this 

dark,  silent  sea  must  have  resounded  on  that  spring 

day,  so  long  ago,  to  the  glad  shouts  of  the  victors, 
intermingled  with  the  dying  groans  and  curses 

of  the  drowning  host!  How  the  song  of  Moses, 

and  the  loud  sounding  timbrel  in  the  hands  of 

Miriam  rang  out  over  "  Egypt's  dark  sea."  For 

"Jehovah  had  triumphed  and  his  people  were  free. 
But  while  we  meditate  on  these  scenes  the  ship 
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passes  on,  and  Suez,  the  wells  of  Moses,  and  the 
place  of  crossing  are  left  far  behind.  Before  mid- 

day we  pass  the  insignificant  Port  of  Tor,  to  which 
a  line  of  small  Egyptian  steamers  carry  passen- 

gers who  wish  to  visit  Mt.  Sinai  and  do  not  care 
to  make  the  desert  trip.  From  Tor  Mt.  Sinai  can 
be  reached  with  camels  in  two  days,  and  the  dan- 

gers and  fatigue  of  the  long  desert  route  may  be, 
in  part,  avoided.  The  Sinaitic  range  of  mountains 
is  in  full  sight  from  the  ship,  but  the  Mountain  of 
the  Law,  which  is  thirty-seven  miles  away,  is  hid 
from  view  by  the  intervening  hills.  But  it  is  in- 

teresting to  have  a  close  view  of  the  range  of 
mountains  from  one  of  the  peaks  of  which,  amidst 
fire  and  smoke,  and  thunders  and  lightnings,  the 
law  of  God  was  given  to  Moses.  It  has  long 
been  one  of  our  desires  to  visit  Mt.  Sinai,  but  it 
is  not  likely  that  we  shall  ever  sec  more  of  it 
than  was  visible  from  the  deck  of  the  Caledonia 
as  we  steamed  down  the  Red  Sea. 

The  only  other  place  on  the  Red  Sea,  of  gen- 
eral interest,  is  the  Port  of  Jiddah.  Here  the 

Mohammedans  land  on  their  great  annual  pilgrim- 

ages to  Mecca,  the  birth-place  of  the  false  proph- 

et, which  is  sixty  miles  east.  Jiddah  has  a  popu- 

lation, including  the  small  villages  surrounding 

it,  of  about  forty  thousand.  It  has  an  interest  pe- 

culiar to  itself  because  it  is  one  of  the  breeding 

places  of  the  Asiatic  cholera.  Shipload  after 

shipload  of  pilgrims  are  landed  here  from  India 

and  other  parts  of  Asia.  They  bring  with  them 

the  germs  of  the  disease,  and  at  Jiddah  and  Mecca 

it  becomes  epidemic.  The  returning  pilgrims  car 

ry  with  them  the  cholera  germs  to  Egypt,  Pales- 
tine, and  Turkey  in  Europe,  and  as  a  result,  an 

outbreak  of  the  scourge  occurs  on  the  continent. 

It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  pilgrimages  were 

either  entirely  prohibited,  or  else  placed  under 

such  sanitary  regulations  as  would  prevent  the 

cholera  from  being  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

As  we  continue  our  journey  southward  nearing 

the  Equator,  the  heat  becomes  intense,  the  mer- 

cury ranging  from  eighty-five  degrees  to  ninety 

five  degrees  in  our  state-rooms.  It  is  a  difficult 

matter  to  keep  cool.  In  the  dining-room  great 
fans  or  punkahs,  as  they  are  called,  are  swinging 

back  and  forth,  making  it  more  comfortable  than 
it  otherwise  would  be.  We  are  now  some  two 

thousand  miles  south  and  eight  thousand  miles 

east  of  Chicago,  and  realize  more  than  ever  be- 

fore, that  our  planet  is  very  large.  While  trav- 
eling with  us,  Bro.  Bingaman  told  us  of  a  boy  who 

had  left  his  home  for  the  first  time  and  had  trav- 
eled a  hundred  miles  westward.  When  he  came 

home  he  had  much  to  say  about  what  he  had  seen, 

but  was  most  impressed  with  the  bigness  of  the 

earth.  One  day  he  expressed  himself  in  these 

words,  "  I  tell  you,  father,  if  the  world  is  as  large 

the  other  way  as  it  is  this,  it's  awful  big."  We 
have  something  of  the  same  feeling;  having  trav- 

eled, at  this  writing,  something  like  sixteen  thou- 
sand miles  since  we  left  home,  and  having  nearly 

as  many  more  miles  to  travel  before  getting  home 

again,  we  are  impressed  with  the  thought  that  the 

world  is  big.  With  the  sense  of  the  magnitude  of 

the  globe  comes  increased  reverence  for  the  Al- 

mighty Creator  who  made  the  heavens  and  the 

earth,  and  holds  them  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  1,  we  cast  anchor  at 

Aden,  the  coaling  station  for  steamers  going  to 

India.  No  sooner  is  the  ship  at  rest  than  it  is  sur- 

rounded with  small  boats  filled  with  men  and 

boys  whose  only  clothing  is  a  piece  of  white  cloth 

wrapped  about  the  loins.  These  are  the  profes- 
sional divers  of  Aden.  A  dozen  of  them  sprang 

nto  the  water  shouting  "  Hab  a  dive,  sir,  hab  a 

dive,  sir?  Throw  in  money,  you  plenty,  me  none." 

A  dozen  black  heads  are  bobbing  about  in  the  wa- 

ter when  a  passenger  throws  a  silver  coin  into  the 

sea.    At  once  the  heads    disappear    and   twenty- 1 
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four  feet  flash  upward  in  the  air  and  then  go  down 
after  the  heads.  For  what  seems  to  us  a  long 
time,  all  is  silent,  then  one  by  one  the  divers  come 
to  the  surface,  while  one,  more  fortunate  than 

his  fellows,  holds  the  coveted  piece  of  silver  in 

his  hand,  shouting  in  triumph,  "  Me  hab  him,  sir." 
Then  the  shouting  is  renewed  and  the  same  scene  is 

enacted  over  and  over  again.  The  divers  climb  up 
the  ropes  and  clamber  over  the  rail  of  the  ship,  and 

then,  like  a  shot,  go  down  into  the  water  thirty 
feet  below.  They  dive  down  on  one  side  of  the 

ship  and  come  up  on  the  other,  and  as  the  Cale- 
donia draws  twenty-four  feet  of  water  and  is  about 

sixty  feet  wide,  it  is  not  an  easy  feat  to  accomplish. 
The  merchants  of  the  town  came  on  board  the 

ship,  offering  for  sale  ostrich  feathers  and  plumes, 

tiger  and  leopard  skins,  baskets  of  curious  work- 

manship filled  with  the  most  beautiful  sea  shells, 
Arab  spears  and  swords,  with  numberless  trinkets 

of  curious  make  and  fine  workmanship.  These 

were  pressed  upon  the  passengers  in  the  most 
persistent  manner.  The  merchants  were  for  the 

most  part  Jews,  and  they  made  every  effort  to  sell 

their  wares.  The  descendants  of  Jacob  are  scat- 

tered to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  and  we 

never  meet  them  in  our  travels  without  thinking 
how  wonderlully  the  Lord  has  dealt  with  them, 

and  how,  in  their  dispersion  the  Scriptures  arc  so 

literally  fulfilled. 

In  a  few  hours  we  are  off  from  Aden  and  pass- 
ing through  the  Straits.  We  took  our  course  a 

little  north  of  east  for  Bombay.  A  stiff  breeze 

known  to  seamen  as  the  northwest  monsoon,  was 

blowing,  but  this  made  the  voyage  very  pleasant. 

Indeed  the  entire  journey  from  Ismailia  to  Bom- 

bay, with  the  exception  of  the  hot  days  and  nights 
on  the  Red  Sea,  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  A 

good  ship,  smooth  seas,  a  balmy  breeze  and  good 

companionship  fell  to  our  lot  all  the  way. 

On  the  morning  of  Dec.  5,  at  eleven  o'clock,  we 
entered  the  harbor  of  Bombay,  and  another  of  our 

long  sea  voyages  was  ended.  We  were  much  re- 
joiced to  see  Bro.  Stover.  He  came  on  board  the 

ship  soon  after  we  cast  anchor.  Knowing  of  his 

serious  illness  and  having  had  no  word  from  him 

for  nearly  a  month,  we  were  much  concerned 
about  his  condition.  But  God  raised  him  up  and 

our  meeting  was  one  of  much  rejoicing.  The  In- 
dia sun  has  given  Bro.  Stover  a  brown  face.  With 

this  exception,  and  the  fact  that  his  face  showed 
the  effects  of  illness,  he  looked  just  as  he  did  when 

we  last  met  at  home.  We  are  now  at  Bombay  and 

are  both  enjoying  excellent  health.  We  have 
abundant  reason  to  thank  God  for  his  goodness 

and  watchful  care  over  us.  In  a  few  days  we  shall 

go  to  Bulsar,  where  sisters  Stover  and  Ryan  are 
anxiously  awaiting  our  coming.  d.  l.  m. 

THE  POOR  FUND. 

Since  our  last  report  in  No.  52  of  1895,  the  fol- 

lowing amounts  have  been  received  for  the  purpose 

of  sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor. ny  E.  Light,  Cal          so 

H.  Gift,  III   

izabeUI  Swltzer.  Iowa. E.  Dubbel.  Pa..     .  . 

M.  S.  Snyder, 

nold.  III.. 
D.  Hendricks,  1 

Otho  Wation,  111., 

A    brother  an 

Lords- 

.  Ind.„ 
Peter  Bolinge 

A  brother  am 

sister. 

Keelin  Leona 

d,  Iowa 
W.  H.  Myers 

A  brother  an 

sister, 

Pa..  .  . Sallie  Shanst 

r,  Ohi Elizabeth  Cu Ariz., . 

A  sister,  Smith  Rive 

Julia  A.  Danr 
er,  Md 

E.  D.  Messln 
ore,  0 

Bernice  Ashn 

Va., . 

A.  D.  Bucher 
A  brother  an 

Md...  . 
Wm.  Mallory 

Va., . 
Ida  M.  Wine 

i  H.  Cissl-1,  1'J.. 
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THE  SANCTITY  OF  THE  MARRIAOE  TIE. 

Not  long  since  I  read  an  able  article  written  by 

Dr.  Parkhurst.  It  stirred  the  spirit  within  me  to 

write,  and  I  have  written,  embodying  some  of  the 

thoughts  and  ideas  gleaned  from  the  pen  of  the 

gifted  writer. 

God  pronounced  the  first  marriage  ceremony, 

and  with  it  gave  the  first  law  of  marriage.  "There- 
fore shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother, 

and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife:  and  they  shall  be 

one  flesh."  The  first  bridal  pair  fully  exemplified 

this  law.  "Bone  of  my  bones,  and  flesh  of  my 

flesh"  shows  a  mysterious  spiritual  union  so  sacred 

that  Jesus  Christ,  in  authoritative  language,  says  of 
it,  "  What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let 

no  man  put  asunder."  In  every  nuptial  union  the 
law  of  God  is  a  prime  factor.  In  the  marriage  tie 

is  laid  the  foundation  of  the  family,  the  church 

and  the  State.  Destroy  the  first  and  the  other 

two  must  go  down.  I  am  stating  facts  so  patent 

that  proof  is  not  needed.  Admit  this,  and  further, 
that  marriage  is  a  divine  inslitution  ordained  of 

God  for  the  well-being  of  the  human  race,  and  the 

truth  of  my  caption  is  settled. 

The  danger  that  is  staring  us  in  the  face  is  the 

gradual  weakening  of  the  marriage  tie,  and  it  is 

against  this  tendency  that  I  write.  The  family 

first  and  the  church  second  is  God's  order.  De- 
stroy the  family  and  its  holy  and  sacred  relation, 

and  you  destroy  the  foundations  of  society,  dis- 
rupt the  church  and  go  back  to  barbarism.  The 

importance  of  the  family  granted  it  follows  that 

the  marriage  tie,  in  which  the  "  foundations  of  the 

family  are  laid,"  should  be  regarded  as  a  holy,  sa- 
cred relation,  too  holy  and  sacred  to  be  entered 

into  thoughtlessly,  or  to  be  set  aside  by  human 

authority.  A  recent  writer  has  truthfully  said, 

"The  family  structure  will  denote  only  so  much 

in  point  of  beauty,  dignity  and  power  as  is  de- 
noted by  the  marriage  tie  in  which  it  is  grounded. 

Whatever  disturbs  or  menaces  the  foundation,  dis- 
turbs or  menaces  all  that  those  foundations  are 

set  to  sustain."  In  other  words,  weaken  the  mar- 
riage tie  and  you  weaken  the  foundation  of  all 

morality  and  of  civilized  society. 

Bro.  Brumbaugh's  rather  severe  characteriza- 
tion of  Paris  and  the  French  people  only  shows 

in  part  the  result  of  tampering  with  and  weaken- 
ing the  marriage  tie.  But  one  does  not  need  to 

go  to  Paris  for  examples.  Alas,  they  are  much 

too  prevalent  at  home!  Easy  divorce  laws  and 

the  attitude  of  the  Protestant  churches  is  a  strong 
menace  to  the  nuptial  bond,  and  to  the  home  and 

family  relation.  "The  indestructibility  of  the 

marriage  tie"  says  Dr.  Parkhurst,  "is  the  only 
means  by  which  there  can  be  assured  in  us  a  sense 

of  its  holiness."  The  more  frequently  the  tie  is 
broken,  the  less  sacred  and  holy  it  becomes.  The 
divorce  court  breaks  the  tie,  and  the  minister  of  the 

Gospel  (?)  stands  ready  to  legalize  adultery.  And 

thus  the  path  is  made  that  will  inevitably  destroy 

home  and  family.  In  our  own  country  the  adul- 

tery which  is  condoned  in  Paris,  is  legalised  and  has 
the  sanction  of  Church  and  State. 

Marriage  is  entered  into  at  the  whim  or  caprice 
of  the  parties.  They  soon  quarrel,  a  divorce  is 
obtained  and  the  parties  are  married  again,  and 
the  farce  is  repeated  over  and  over,  and  they 
are,  at  the  same  lime,  members  in  good  standing  in 
Protestant  churches;  not  Roman  Catholics. 

In  Egypt,  where  I  am  now  writing,  polygamy 
obtains,  and  we  are  sending  missionaries  out  to 
convert  these  heathen.  Had  we  not  better  begin 
at  home?  Here  the  Mussulman  may  have  two, 
three  or  four  wives  at  the  same  time.  At  home 
the  Christian  (?)  may  have  two,  three  or  four  at 
different  times,  changing  from  one  to  the  other 
by  easy  divorce  laws  to  suit  the  whim  or  rather 
the  lust  of  the  party  or  parties,  and  this  has  the 

sanction  of  the  Christian  ( ?)  church.  Both  are 

adulterous.  Christ  says  so  and  his  followers  should 

say  so  too. 
A  prominent  Protestant  minister  who  has  stud- 
id  well  this  question,  speaking  of  the  retrogres- 
on  of  public  sentiment,  from  the  old  time  high 

standard  of  the  marriage  tie,  says,  "We  clergy- 
men are  in  some  measure  responsible  for  this. 

We  are  often  making  marriage  cheap  by  marry- 

ing over  again  people  that  had  got  tired  of  their 

former  marriage.  A  preacher  would  have  to  de- 
liver a  good  many  sermons  from  his  pulpit  on  the 

sanctity  of  the  home,  to  rub  out  the  mischief  he 
would  do  to  the  home  by  standing  at  the  altar  and 

making  one,  two  people  that  had  no  business  to 

be  anything  but  two." Our  own  church,  has  up  to  this  time,  been  kept 

comparatively  pure  and  clean  from  this  burning 

shame  that  rests  like  a  huge  blot  on  Protestant- 
ism. But  it  is  well  for  us  to  inquire,  What  is  the 

tendency  to-day?  Is  it  not  in  the  direction  of  giving 

up  our  strong  Bible  grounds  on  this  question?  Is 
not  the  general  looseness  in  which  the  marriage  tie  is 

held,  gaining  ground?  May  God  pity  us  and  help 
us  to  avert  the  threatened  evil!  D.  L.  M. 

SOLVING  THE  PROBLEM. 

I  want  to  call  attention  to  Bro.  Enoch  Eby's  ar- 
ticle in  Gospel  Messenger,  No.  53,  last  volume. 

At  a  certain  point  he  says,  "  Let  us  all  say,  Amen!  " 
I  say,  "Amen!"  and  I  think  all  will.  Then  he 
adds:  "Our  Minute  Book  has  enough  in  it  to  gov- 

ern the  whole  world,  by  Bible  principles,  if  the 
members  would  only  be  subject  to  it.  If  not,  more 
would  do  no  good:  therefore  let  every  delegate  at 

our  next  General  Conference  answer,  "  No  papers" 
For  my  part,  I  would  like  to  have  many  papers 

go  to  next  General  Conference,  all  asking  the  Con- 
ference to  make  it  the  duty  of  every  State  District, 

to  elect  one  elder,  from  among  the  elders  of  their 
District,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  visit  every  local 

congregation  in  his  District,  at  least  once  a  year. 
He  should  spend  a  few  days,  preach,  and  visit  at 

least  as  many  of  the  officers  as  possible.  He 
should  hold  a  church  council  in  each  church,  and 

set  in  order  the  things  that  are  wanting,  let  it  be  or- 
daining or  whatever  may  be  needed.  Let  him  call 

for  assistance  as  he  may  need  it.  Let  each  congre- 
gation pay  time  and  traveling  expenses,  or  let  the 

State  District  do  so. 

I  would  like  if  another  request  would  go  to  Gen- 

eral Conference  of  1S96,  by  many,  asking  the  Con- 
ference to  make  the  answer  of  Article  Three,  of 

Minutes  of  1889,  a  little  stronger,  saying,  "  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  elders  and  ministers,  to  see  that 

each  member  in  their  congregation  have  at  least 

one  pastoral  visit  each  year."  The  advice  given  by 
Conference  has  been  almost  universally  disregard- 

ed. I  claim  it  is  one  of  the  best  decisions  made  by 
the  General  Conference  for  many  years.  I  speak 
from  experience.  I  tried  it  in  my  congregation, 
and  I  think  it  is  better  than  a  protracted  meeting  of 
several  weeks. 

Is  it  strange,  when  even  elders  disregard  a  good 
advice,  that  private  members  should  do  the  same 
'hing?  Samuel  Murray. 

Mexico,  lnd. 
REMARKS. 

Bro.  Murray  feels  that  the  above  should  go  be- 
fore the  public,  and  we  are  certain  that  it  will  be 

well  read,  and  will  give  rise  to  considerable  think- 

ing. His  last  suggestion  is  good,  and  if  possible 
should  be  carried  out  by  the  elders,  but  in  many  in- 

stances the  elders  are  too  poor  to  spare  the  time 
required  to  perform  the  pastoral  duty  as  they 
should,  and  for  the  want  of  proper  teaching  the 
members  are  not  inclined  to  render  the  temporal 
assistance  they  should,  so  as  to  enable  their  house- 

keeper to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  the  care  of 

the  flock.  And  still  very  few  elders  are  doing  even 
what  they  can  along  this  line.  We  are  certain 

that  if  they  would  pay  at  least  one  fatherly  visit  to 

each  family  every  year,  it  would  be,  as  our  aged 

brother  says,  worth  as  much  to  the  church  as  a  pro- 
tracted meeting. 

A  presiding  elder— if  the  right  one  happened  to 

be  appointed— might  serve  a  good  purpose  in  a 
few  districts,  where  th«  elders  are  dilatory,  but  as  a 

general  thing  such  an  officer  is  not  needed.  But 
what  we  do  need  is  a  more  active  eldership,  and 

resident  elders  in  all  the  churches,  where  suitable 
material  can  be  found  of  which  to  make  them. 

The  moving  power  of  the  Brethren  church  is  in  the 
eldership,  and  the  more  life  and  ability  we  can  put 

into  this  the  more  our  churches  are  going  to  pros- 

per. The  man  who  can  tell  how  to  do  this  will 
solve  the  problem.  If  a  presiding  elder  would  do 

it,  it  might  be  wise  to  make  the  venture,  but  we 

have  our  doubts.  A  working  elder,  who  can  visit 

every  member  of  his  flock,  as  our  brother  says  he 

did,  and  then  have  the  members  to  assist  him  some 

temporally,  will  probably  come  as  near  solving 
the  problem  as  any  one  thing  we  can  name  at 
this  time.  However,  we  would  suggest  that  these 

two  questions  be  discussed  at  some  of  our  Minis- 
terial meetings.     They  are  live  subjects.      ].  H.  M. 

-— <#  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  *~~- 

PERFECT  THROUGH  SUFFERING. 

God  never  would  send  you  the  darkness 
If  he  thought  you  could  bear  the  light; 

But  you  would  not  cling  to  his  guiding  hand 
If  the  way  were  always  bright. 

And  you  would  not  care  to  walk  by  faith 
Could  you  always  walk  by  sight. 

'Tis  true  he  has  many  an  anguish 

For  your  sorrowful  heart  to  bear. 

And  many  a  cruel  thorn-crown 
For  your  tired  head  to  wear. 
He  knows  how  few  would  reach  heaven  at  all. 

If  pain  did  not  guide  them  there. 

So  he  sends  you  the  blinding  darkness 

And  the  furnace  of  seven-fold  heat; 
'Tis  the  only  way,  believe  me, 

To  keep  you  close  to  his  feet, 
For  'tis  always  so  easy  to  wander 

When  our  lives  are  glad  and  sweet. 

Then  nestle  your  hand  in  the  Father's And  sing,  if  you  can,  as  you  go; 

Your  song  may  cheer  some  one  behind  you 
Whose  courage  is  sinking  low 
And,  well,  if  your  lips  do  quiver, 
God  will  love  you  the  better,  so. 

— Selected. 

THE  HIGHER  LIFE. 

BY  A.  HUTCHISON. 

This  is  New  Year's  Day,  and  I  have  been  won- 
dering how  many  of  us  are  fully  satisfied  with  our 

last  year's  work?  Do  we  not  see  a  higher  plane 
ahead, — a  field  which  has  never  been  explored  by 
us?  And  is  it  not  among  the  possibilities  for  us? 

Seeing  it  thus,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  eaoh  of  us  to 
put  forth  our  best  efforts  to  attain  unto  it?  There 
are  several  reasons  why  we  should  do  so. 

1.  Our  relation  to  him  who  is  ever  ready  to  say, 

"Friend,  go  up  higher."  When  we  consider  how 
much  he  has  done  for  us,  and  that  it  is  his  good- 

ness that  leads  men  and  women  to  repentance,  we 

ought  each  to  say,  As  for  me,  I  am  going  to  work 
more  diligently  this  year,  than  ever  before. 

2.  We  should  put  forth  our  best  efforts,  not  only 

that  we  may  each  glorify  God  in  our  own  bodies, 
and  spirits,  but  that  we  may  also  provoke  others, 
to  "  emulation  "  in  the  good  work. 

3.  Still  another  reason  why  we  should  ascend 

the  scale,  is,  that  those  without  may  take  knowl- 

edge of  us,  that  we  have  been  with  Jesus,  and 
learned  of  him,  and  that  they  may,  in  that  way,  be 
constrained  to  glorify  God  also.  By  our  good 
works  and  chaste  conversation,  they  may  be  im- 

pressed with  the  fact  that  there  is  something  in 
the  religion  of  Christ  that  is  worth  seeking  for. 
We  cannot  afford  to  make  ourselves  indifferent  to- 
the  fact  that  our   daily  life   is   wielding   an    influ- 

I  ence  o«er  others.     The  language  of  Jesus  is  such; 
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as  to  prompt  each  of  us  to  take  our  past  and 
present  life  under  a  careful  review.  Christ's  words 
are,  "  He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me;  and he  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattered  abroad  " 
Matt.  12:  30.  O,  what  will  the  end  be,  if  we  are 
dragging  some  soul  from  heaven?  Let  us  live 
higher  this  year! 

McPkerson,  Kajis. 

MUST  WE  FORQ1VE  IN  ORDER  TO  BE  CHRIST-LIKE? 

BY  D.  F.  RAMSEY. 

With  lightning  rapidity  flashes  back  the  answer 
from  the  everlasting  Word  of  God  in  thundering 
tones,  "Except  ye  forgive  men  their  trespasses, 
neither  will  your  Heavenly  Father  forgive  you." 

Something  comes  ringing  down  through  heart 

and  mind  and  soul,  "Crucify  self,"  "Crucify  self," 
"  Forgive  with  all  the  fullness  of  thy  soul  or  ye 
are  none  of  his."  Oh  God.  can  it  be  possible!  Yes, 
we  know,  to  harbor  anger,  ill-will  or  malice  in  our 
hearts  debars  us  forever  from  the  presence  of  God. 
The  heart  must  be  pure  and  undefiled,  or  where 
Christ  and  the  angels  are  we  can  never  dwell. 

Then,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  good,  and  pure, 
and  holy,  why  profess  to  be  the  children  of  the 

Most  High,  when,  by  our  actions,  we  show  to  the 
world  those  things  we  cannot  hide  from  man, 
much  less  from  God? 

Why  harbor  in  our  hearts  evil?  Why  treat 
those,  whom  we  call  brethren,  with  indifference, 

coldness,  yea,  sometimes  with  seeming  contempt? 

If  a  man  err,  it's  wrong  to  hate  him."  "  If  a  man 
sin,  rebuke  him;  if  he  repent,  forgive  him."  In- 

stead of  condemning,  we  should  be  charitable. 

Our  hearts  should  go  out  in  pity,  love  and  sym- 
pathy for  such  an  one.  We  should  pray  earnestly, 

that  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  would  enlighten 

their  minds  and  understanding,  and  breathe  into 

our  souls  the  Spirit  of  the  Master:  "  Father,  for- 

give them,  they  know  not  what  they  do."  The 
adage  is,  "  'Tis  human  to  err,  to  forgive  divine." 
The  Apostle  Paul  says,  "Brethren,  if  a  man  be 
overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye  which  are  spiritual  restore 

(or  forgive)  such  an  one,  etc.  We  often  restore 
such  to  fellowship,  but  not  to  love  and  affection. 

Our  lips  too  often  say,  "We  forgive,"  while  our 
actions  say,  "We'll  not  forget."  Dear  Lord,  move 
by  thy  spirit  upon  our  selfish  hearts,  and  narrow, 
contracted  minds!  Dispel  evil  surmisings  and  all 

that  is  antagonistic  to  love  and  harmony!  Help 
us  to  refrain  from  bickering,  strife,  whisperings 

and  back-bitings!  Keep  us  from  saying  anything 

against  any  one,  that  we  would  be  ashamed  to  say 

in  their  presence!  Why  should  we  linger  along 

the  hedges  and  highways  of  sin,  when  it's  only  a 

step  over  the  line,  on  to  the  broad  plain  of  God's 
unchanging  love?  Help  us,  dear  Lord,  to  linger 

and  ponder  on  that  beautiful  beatitude,  "  Blessed 

are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God." Conemaugk,  Pa. 

SOCIABILITY. 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

The  Apostle  Paul  believed  in  being  acquain
ted 

with  the  Brethren  to  whom  he  preached,  for  in
 

Acts  15:  36  we  read,  "And  some  days  after
,  Paul 

said  unto  Barnabas,  Let  us  go  again  and  vi
sit 

our  brethren  in  every  city  where  we  have  pre
ached 

the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  see  how  they  do.  
In 

chapter  16:  13,  14,  >5.  *e  read  that  Paul  bn. 

Sabbath  went  out  of  the  city  by  a  river  sid
e,  where 

prayer  was  wont  to  be  made.  There  
he  sat  down 

and  spake  unto  the  women  which  
resorted  thith- 

er. "  A  woman  named  Lydia,  attended  unto  the 

things  which  were  spoken  of  Paul," 
 was  baptized, 

and  her  household.  Then  she  felt  very  
grateful  o 

Paul  and  Timothy,  and  invited  them  
to  come  into 

her  house,  and  abide  there. 

Our  Savior  often  visited  the  h
umble  home  of 

Martha  and  Mary  at  Bethany,  Lu
ke  10:  40,  ana 

talked  with  them  about  spiritual
  th.ngs  Many 

sisters  form   the  idea  that  Marth
a  had-they  are 

cumbered  about  much  serving  when  guests  come. 
Sociability  does  not  alone  consist  in  eating  and 
drinking.  The  many  precious  souls  who  have  re- 

cently come  into  the  fold  should  not  be  neglected. 
Visit  them!  Give  them  spiritual  food  every  day! 

'e  are  all  in  the  world,  and  consequently  have 
ie  dealings  with  it.  Religion  can  be  made  a 

social  topic.  The  Savior  uses  many  beautiful 
parables,  to  suit  all  conditions  of  men.  Recently 
I  heard  this  remark  about  a  young  man,  who  was 
so  earnestly  urged  to  join  a  church.  He  said,  that, 
after  he  joined,  the  members  ceased  talking  to 
him.  They  scarcely  noticed  his  absence  from  the 
meetings,  thinking  they  had  him  secure.  But,  sad 
to  say,  through  their  coldness,  etc.,  he  went  back 
to  the  beggarly  elements  of  the  world. 

May  we  all  try  to  be  more  sociable  and  encour- 

age our  young  people  to  walk  in  "  Wisdom's  Ways," 
for  "  a  merry  heart  doeth  good  like  a  medicine:  but 
a  broken  spirit  drieth  the  bones."     Prov.  17:  22. 

Middletoivn,  Pa. 

YOUR  DAUQHTERS. 

We  overheard  a  remark  made  by  one  woman  to 

another  the  other  day  that  her  daughter  who  had 

just  become  old  enough  to  begin  to  be  of  some  use 
so  that  she  would  begin  to  pay  for  her  bringing  up, 

was  going  to  get  married.  We  thought,  "A  new 
kind  of  merchandise  for  this  country!  So  you  are 

bringing  up  your  daughter  for  the  money  there  is 
in  it  for  you!  Better  sell  her,  then,  to  the  highest 

bidder  as  some  other  heathen  do.  Surely,  Chris- 
tian mothers  will  not  stoop  so  low  as  to  make 

merchandise  of  their  daughters,  for  what  else  is  it 
when  mothers  take  this  view  of  things,  and  look 

upon  their  children  as  worth  so  many  dollars  and 
cents  to  them.  Indeed,  children  can  never  repay 

a  wise,  loving  and  tender  parent's  care  and  train- 
ing, and  the  child  who  has  a  proper  regard  for  that 

parent,  will  do  all  in  its  power  for  the  parent's  wel- 
fare and  happiness,  but  when  children  are  valued 

as  were  the  slaves  of  thirty  years  ago,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  many  consider  the  sale  of  themselves, 

body  and  soul,  excusable. — Herald  of  Truth. 

"Some  women  are  stronger  than  some  men,  and 
some  men  are  gentler  than  some  women;  but 
it  still  remains  true  that  strength  is  the  dominant 
characteristic  of  the  one  sex,  and  gentleness  of  the 
other.  God  ordained  it  so,  and  so  it  is.  We  have 

no  sympathy  with  any  scheme  or  movement  of 
any  kind  or  character  that  proposes  to  ignore  this 

fact  or  to  alter  it.  As  far  as  we  are  personally  con- 
cerned, we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  in  a  world 

made  up  largely  of  masculine  women  or  effeminate 

men  we  should  scarcely  count  life  worth  living." 

>-*  CORRESPONDENCE  *-< 

fryChurch  News  solicited  for  this  Departrr 
ceting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  I 
ve  name  of  church,  county  and  stale.  Be  brie 

_  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertiseme 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample 

Death  of  Eld.  Win.  Howe. 

Jan.  14,  1896,  our  beloved  elder,  Wm.  Howe, 

passed  peacefully  away,  aged  73  years,  I  month 

and  23  days.  Bro.  Howe  was  born  near  Carlisle, 

Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  21,  1822.  He  united 

with  the  Brethren's  church  at  about  twenty-two 

years  of  age,  at  which  time  six  of  his  brothers  and 

sisters  were  baptized  by  Bro.  Umsted.  He  mar- 

ried Sarah,— daughter  of  Eld.  Jacob  Mohler,  of 

Mifflin  Co.,  Pa„  Dec.  28,  1848,  and  settled  near 

where  he  died. 
He  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  October,  1849, 

and  ordained  to  the  eldership  some  eighteen  years 

ago.  He  was  an  able  and  efficient  minister.  He 

was  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  sound  in  judg- 

ment, gentle  in  discipline.  He  ruled  his  family 

and  the  church  over  which  he  presided,  with  love, 

and  as  a  result  he  gathered  around  him  a  band  of 

loving,  faithful  workers  for  Christ. 
As  a  legacy  to  the  world  he  has  left  a  family  of 

children,  all  consecrated  to  Christ.  Three  of  their 

children  died  in  infancy.  Two  of  them,— Jacob 
and  Edward,— are  deacons  in  the  church.  Wm. 
M.  is  a  minister,  now  preaching  at  Amwell,  New 

Jersey.  Lizzie  is  engaged  in  active  mission  work 
among  the  poor  of  Chicago;  Emma  Vandyke  is 
teaching  at  Beatrice,  Nebr.;  Minnie  is  at  home 
and  Roland  is  in  Philadelphia;  Joseph  and  Susan 

having  died  a  few  years  ago.  Bro.  Howe  was  an 
able  counselor  and  did  a  great  deal  of  work  for 
the  church  outside  of  his  own  congregation.  He 
had  strong  and  abiding  faith  in  all  the  means  of 

grace,  and  having  availed  himself  of  all  of  them, 
he  calmly  and  peacefully  fell  asleep  to  await  the 
great  awakening  when  Jesus  will  make  all  things 
new.  He  died  with  the  blessed  assurance  of  the 

twenty-third  Psalm.  Funeral  largely  attended  and 

improved  by  the  Brethren,  from  the  words;  "For 

me  to  live  is  Christ  and  to  die  is  gain." 

S.  J.  Swigart. Leiutstown,  Pa. 

Royal  Crumbs. 

It  is  gratifying  not  only  to  note  but  to  read  the 
many  communications  of  our  sisters  to  the  Messen- 
ger.  In  No.  1  at  least  ten  sisters  had  letters  in  the 
Messenger,  and  in  No.  2  there  were  fourteen. 
The  time  was  when  this  channel  was  not  so  wide 

open  to  sisters,  but,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 

Lord,  they  can  now  send  forth  many  sweet  mes- 
sages, as  well  as  the  brethren,  to  comfort,  edify, 

and  encourage  those  of  like  precious  faith. 

What  a  beautiful  world  this  is!  God  made  ev- 

erything good,  and  all  he  made  may  be  good  to  ev- 
ery one,  if  he  will.  If  we  annoy  ourselves  by  the 

abuse  of  the  good,  then  we  think  this  great,  good 

earth  is  not  good  to  us.  If  we  choose  earth-force, 
such  as  cares,  vexations,  hatred,  bitterness,  anxie- 

ties and  want  of  trust  in  God,  then  we  blame  this  ex- 
cellent world  made  by  the  Word  of  God.    What 

follyl 

*  •  • 
There  is  quite  a  settlement  of  members  being 

made  at  Inglewood,  Cal.,  and  regular  services  are 

now  being  held.  Three  ministers  have  located 
here,  and  the  outlook  for  a  local  church  is  quite 

promising.  This  is  a  successful  way  of  mission  ef- 
forts. M.  M.  Eshelman. 

Upper  Twin  Notes,  Ohio. 

I  began  a  short  series  of  meetings  at  Euphemia, 
Preble  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  5,  closing 

the  15th,  with  one  applicant  for  baptism.  The 

number  that  were  "  near  the  kingdom,"  God  only 
knows.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  very 

large  audiences  each  evening,  and-good  results  will 

surely  follow. 
Our  line  of  work  was  of  a  doctrinal  character, 

chiefly  because  of  (  1 )  the  new  field  occupied;  (2) 
the  strangeness  of  our  doctrine;  and  (3)  peculiarity 
of  our  members  in  attendance.  The  house  used  for 

the  meetings  is  the  private  property  of  Bro.  John 

Boomershine,  of  the  Wolf  Creek  church,  and  pur- 

chased of  the  "  New  Lutherans  "  a  year  ago.  It  is 
situated  in  the  very  pleasant  village  of  Euphemia, 

contiguous  to  Lewisburg  on  the  C.  J.  8:  M.  R.  R. 
The  twin  sister  towns  hold  the  enviable  reputation 

of  not  having  a  saloon  within  their  borders. 
Praise  God,  that  we  have  one  town  in  our  County 

at  least,  where  "local  option"  prevails!  We 
found  the  people  courteous,  refined,  and  ready  to 
receive  the  Word  of  God.  Eld.  Resin  Stevens,  of 

the  Price's  Creek  church,  within  whose  territory 
the  church  is  situated,  supplies  the  little  flock  with 

spiritual  food  once  a  month. 
Bro.  Boomershine  has  done  a  noble  work  in  buy- 

ing this  property  and  his  example  is  worthy  of  imi- 
tation by  others.  Brethren,  push  your  way  into  the 

towns  and  cities,  for  "the  fields  are  white  unto  the 
harvest!  "  Many  are  tired  of  this  fashionable  relig- 

ion and  are  longing  for  songs,  prayers,  and  sermons 
that  have  the  old-time  ring. 

An  old  resident  of  the  town,  on  seeing  some  of 

our  young  sisters,  was  heard  to  remark,  "  See  those 
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Ohio,  is  now  forcibly 

Spirit  at  our  Whcatvill 
evening  of  the   18th, 

nice  young  girls;  how  nice  and  modest  they  look, 

and  they  are  not  ashamed  of  their  profession  ei- 

ther." May  God's  blessings  attend  the  young  sol- 
diers of  Jesus,  who  are  not  ashamed  of  the  full  uni- 
form, even  on  the  borderland. 

If  all  goes  well  I  hope  to  begin  meetings  at 

Price's  Creek,  (Central  house)  Feb.  o.  Bro.  H.  M. 
Barwick  has  returned  from  North  Manchester,  Ind., 

and  will  likely  be  with  us  during  the  coming  spring 
and  summer.  Bro.  David  S.  Filbrum,  of  Brandt, 

ielding  the  Sword  of  the 
louse.  He  began  on  the 
d  will  continue  for  some 

weeks.  He  is  having  increasing  congregations  and 
excellent  interest.  We  extend  kindly  Christian 
greeting  to  the  saints  in  every  land. 

A.  G.  Crosswhite. 

Gratis,  Ohio,  Jan.  21. 

From  Upper  Fall  Creek,  Ind. 

We  only  have  meeting  at  Middletown  once  a 
month.  We  would  like  to  have  it  oftener  if  we 

had  ministerial  force  enough  to  run  it.  Bro.  D. 

F.  Hoover  does  the  preaching,  but  he  is  gone  a 
great  deal  of  the  time  and  often  has  to  get  some 
one    in    his    place.    There    should   be   a   minister 

not  some  one 

me  willing  to  do 
ur  elder,   D.    F. 
H.   L.   Fadely, 

:  one  to  hold  it, 

located   in    Middletown.     Is   then 

who  would  like  to  come?     Any 
so,  will   please  correspond  with   1 
Hoover,  Sulphur  Springs,  Ind.,  f 

Honey  Creek,  Ind.     They  will  gi 
formation. 

We  have  a  Bible  class  every  Wednesday  n 
at  the  old  church.     We  talk  of  having  a  serie 
meetings  here,  if  we  can  find  so 
and  one  at  Beach  Grove. 

I  have  a  new  plan  for  mission  and  church  work: 

Let  each  member  lay  up  ten  cents  of  each  dollar 
received.  If  this  is  done,  there  will  be  no  lack 

of  money  to  keep  up  church  expenses  and  hav- 
ing a  series  of  meetings  at  each  church  in  the 

community.  We  will  always  have  plenty  to  live 
on,  if  we  do  our  part  for  the  Lord,  for  he  will 
always  add  his  blessing.  We  are  too  much  in- 

clined to  think  we  have  nothing  for  missionary 
or  church  work,  but  when  we  want  anything  to 
satisfy  our  temporal  wants  we  can  always  manage 
some  way  to  get  it.  If  we  adopt  the  plan  referred 
to  we  can  always  have  plenty  for  the  Lord. 

Florida  J.  E.  Green. 
Middletown,  Ind.,  Jan.  22. 

From  North  Dakota. 

[Leaving  Farnam,  Nebr.,  Bro.  Marshall  Cole- 
bank  drove  through  to  North  Dakota  with  a  team, 
being  accompanied  by  two  of  his  children.  He 
writes  a  very  interesting  description  of  the  trip,  but 
we  can  make  room  for  only  one  extract  from  his 
communication. — Ed.] 

We  are  bound  for  the  Devil's  Lake  or  Turtle 
Mountain  country.  We  crossed  the  Missouri  River 
from  Niobrara  City  to  Running  Water,  S.  D.,  on  the 
ice,  though  it  was  not  considered  safe.  Then  we 
went  due  north  to  Mitchell,  our  first  objective 
point.  The  country  was  well  improved  and  nearly 
level,  so  that  we  traveled  due  north  for  thirty-six 
miles  on  one  section  line.  As  we  passed  along  we were  very  forcibly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  we 
were  passing  through  a  land  of  church-going  peo- 

ple, for  with  a  regularity  which  we  never  before 
witnessed,  good-sized  churchhouses,  mostly  plain 
and  well  painted,-with  roomy  sheds  near  many  of them,  for  teams-had  been  built  by  the  roadside 
They  were  almost  as  common  as  schoolhouses 
We  believe  there  was  a  churchhouse  in  three- 
fourths  of  the  school  districts  for  about  sixty  miles 

Then,  as  we  passed  Mitchell,  the  whole  country seemed  to  take  on  a  decided  change.  There  was 
less  evidence  of  thrift  among  the  farmers.  That 
part  of  South  Dakota  had  a  very  prolific  crop  of Russian  thistles. 

I  can  say  many  good  things  of  the  people  of 
South  Dakota.    They  are  a  temperate  people  and 

they  have  temperance  laws.  They  do  not  tolerate 
the  dram  shop  or  beer  den  excepting  in  rare  cases, 
like  that  of  Aberdeen,  the  nicest  and  largest  town 
we  saw  in  South  Dakota.  Instead  of  having 

saloons  people  save  their  dimes  and  build  church- 
houses. 

We  are  now  stopping  in  a  temperance  town.  We 
have  been  attending  preaching  here  in  the  Baptist 
church.  A  Baptist  minister  from  Fargo,  N.  D., 
has  been  here  the  last  two  weeks,  preaching.  In 

the  minister's  language,  "  For  fear  that  some  of  us 
are  too  cool  and  indifferent  or  lacking  somewhat  in 
Gospel  harmony,  I  shall  first  direct  my  labors  to 

the  tuning  up  of  us  members  into  the  key  of  Jesus 
Christ,  so  that  we  may  work  together  in  perfect 

harmony."  I  liked  that  part  of  his  programme, 
and  was  made  to  think  that  some  of  our  own  minis- 

ters might  improve  considerably  along  this  line,  to 
the  great  benefit  of  the  church. 

Another  thought  was,  that  many  of  our  ministers 
who  can  preach  the  Wo 
rely  too  much  upon  their  own 
ability;  not  seeming  to  consid 
ance  of  having  all  the  other  m 

male,  available,  warmed  up  ai 

enly  armor,  as  his  co-worker: 
ister  asked  the  question  over  ; 
that  the  people  of  Ellendale 

ith  power?)  seem  to 
individual  efforts  or 

:r  the  grand  import- 
ambers,  male  and  fe- 

d  clad  in  the  heav- 

.  This  Baptist  min- 
nd  over,  "  Why  is  it 
ire  so  indifferent  to 

he  appeals,  pleadings, 

esident  ministers." 
While  he  was  thus  puzzling  c 
ccurred  to  me  that  we  had  a 

his:  "All  the  Protestant  pre; 
acluding  the  visiting  minister, 
ret  societies,    and   this   same 

'ere  wearing  the  Freem; 
true  Christian   rs 

d  warnings  of  their  three 

ery  t 

er  that  problem  it 
ilution,  and  it  was 
hers  of  Ellendale, 

ire  members  of  se- 
ime  night  two  of  them 

n  badge  in  bold  effront- 
As  nearly  all  the 

men  in  town  are  members  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 

lodges,  of  course  their  hearts  (like  the  hearts  of 
their  minister)  are  more  interested  working  for,  and 
building  up,  their  respective  secret  orders,  rather 
than  the  church.  A  great  many  of  the  secret  order 

men  say  by  their  actions,  "  We  can't  afford  to 

serve  two  masters.  We  can't  keep  up  the  church 
and  the  lodge,  too.  Our  minister  is  a  good  lodge 

member.  He  won't  work  against  the  lodge.  He 
works  for  the  church  for  what  money  there  is  in  it. 

Then  he  identifies  himself  with  our  lodge;  increas- 
ing its  membership,  pays  his  initiation  fee  and  his 

not-to-be-neglected  quarterly  dues  into  our  treas- 
ury, out  of  his  church  salary,  comes  regularly  to 

lodge,  and  enjoys  all  its  pleasures,  rights  and  privi- 
leges. Thus  he  not  only  works  for  the  lodge  for 

nothing,  but  he  pays  money  into  our  coffers  to  in- 
sure to  himself  the  enjoyment  of  all  its  hilarities 

with  us.  He  is  our  best  man.  We  want  all  the 
preachers  we  can  get,  because  they  are  at  a  premi- 

um with  us.  Treat  them  encouragingly.  Pass  them 
along  up  the  scale  of  degrees,  even  a  little  faster 
than  they  deserve  and  we  will  soon  have  them  as 
our  absolute  slaves.  The  church  may  possibly 
turn  them  out,  if  they  don't  desert  it.  In  either  case 
we  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  their  successor.  We 
are  always  on  the  lookout  for  the  coming  young 
men.  Keep  them  in  the  dark  as  regards  this  mat- 

ter, for  if  they  come  to  find  out  the  true  state  of  af- 
n.ik 

ng  a 
onstant  drain  upon 

;ir  best-paying  and 

g  men,  these  merchandise 
body,  revolt;  for  fear  their 
so  weak  that  their  own  salar- 

fairs, — that  ' 
their  churches,  by  taking 
most   influential   young 
preachers   may,  in 
churches  may  beco 

ies  will  stop." 
This,  we  contend,  is  a  fair  representation  of  the 

relations  between  church  and  lodge.  In  cities  and 
towns  all  over  our  land,  the  majority  of  church-go- 

ing people  are  women  and  children;  not  men  and 
children.  For  Jesus'  sake,  for  the  sake  of  his 
church  here  on  earth,  and  for  the  sake  of  fallen  hu- 

manity all  around,  it  behooves  us,  as  his  true  fol- 
lowers, that  we,  in  perfect  harmony  of  mind  and 

spirit,  muster  all  our  forces,  and  march  out  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  a  solid  spiritual  phalanx 
against  the  one  greatest  and  most  obstinate  of  all 
existing  evils.  Let  us  never  forget  to  put  on  the 
whole  armor  of  God.  Marshall  Colebank. Ellendale,  North  Dakota,  Jan.  11. 

From  Mt.  Carroll,  III. 

Bro.  Witmore  came  here  Jan.  5  and  preached 

each  night  and  Sunday  forenoon  for  three  weeks. 
Attendance  and  attention  were  excellent  all  through, 
and  we  think  the  doctrine,  as  the  Brethren  preach 

and  practice,  was  perhaps  never  more  boldly  and 
plainly  declared  from  this  stand.  The  discourses 

as  to  secrecy,  non-combativeness,  feet-washing, 
non-conformity,  etc.,  cou[d  not  be  more  strongly 
contended  for.  One  was  baptized  on  Sunday  be- 

fore meeting.  At  the  close  of  the  Sunday  morning 
service  one  more  came  forward,  and  threw  herself 
on  her  knees  in  front  of  the  stand.  It  seemed  as  if 

the  house  was  filled  with  the  Spirit.  You  could 

scarcely  see  a  dry  eye  any  where.  I  never  felt  it 
more  powerfully.  The  meeting  closed  last  night. 
Others  are  very  near  the  kingdom.  One  man,  who 
has  been  under  heavy  conviction  for  years,  left  the 

house,  not  being  able  to  stand  it.     Noah  Blough. 

From  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

The  visiting  committee  met  at  Huntingdon  dur^)l 
ing  the  special  Bible  Term,  to  attend  to  their  / 
duties  in  relation  to  the  Juniata  College.  We  were 

much  gratified  to  find  everything  in  such  good 
working  order.  We  hope  to  see  the  day  come 
when  the  Brethren  will  patronize  our  own  schools. 

Brethren's  schools  should  be  utilized  for  our  chil- dren. 

While  we  were  in  Huntingdon,  the  committee 

from  Annual  Meeting  came,  and  we  were  present 
to  hear  their  work.  In  many  respects  this  was  the 
most  remarkable  case  that  ever  came  before  a 

committee  from  Annual  Meeting.  The  demand 
for  the  committee  originated  away  from  home. 
The  investigation  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
trouble  complained  of  had  no  existence.  Not  a 

single  charge  out  of  seventeen  was  sustained  ex- 
cept a  few  minor  points.  An  excellent  spirit  per- 

vaded the  entire  meeting.  The  committee  did 

their  work  faithfully  and  impartially.  The  inves- 
tigation was  of  the  most  searching  nature.  The 

committee  is  to  publish  a  vindication  of  the  Hunt- 
ingdon church.  Jas.  A.  Sell. 

McKee's  Gap,  Pa.,  Jan.  2$. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 
"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country," 

Root  River  Church,  Minn.— We  held  our  quar- 
terly council  Jan.  3,  which  was  well  attended.  The 

spirit  of  God  being  manifest,  all  business  was  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  Our  elder,  John  Broadwater, 

gave  us  very  good  admonitions  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting. — Lizzie  Broadwater. 

Lower  Payton,  Pa.— Dec.  22  Bro.  Levi  S.  Mohler 
came  to  the  Big  Swatara  church,  holding  a  two 

weeks'  series  of  meetings,  that  seemed  to  be  so 
piercing  as  to  reach  the  heart  of  every  one  in  divine 
presence.  The  members  were  very  much  instructed 
as  to  their  duty  toward  one  another.—^.  /.  Shape, 
Jan.  22. 

Garrett,  Ind.— Bro.  Peter  Stuckman  commenced 

a  series  of  meetings  on  New  Year's  evening  at  the Cedar  Creek  church,  four  miles  from  here.  Good 
interest  was  manifested  throughout,  and,  as  a  re- 

sult, twenty-two  were  buried  by  baptism  and  one 
applicant  for  baptism.  Nearly  all  of  them  are 
young  people.  We  are  glad  to  see  them  come. 
Meeting  closed  Jan.  25.— D.  E.  Hoover,  Jan.  2j. 

McKee's,  Pa.— I  expect  to  go  to  the  Glade  Run church,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  2,  to  assist  at  the 
dedication  of  a  new  meetinghouse.  My  father, 
who  is  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  fell  through  the 
barn  about  twelve  feet,  a  few  days  ago.  He  is 
painfully,  but,  we  think,  not  seriously  hurt.  The 
Lord  has  given  me  life  for  fifty  years,  and  during 

I  have  suffered  but  little  pain.  Lately, 
I  had  an  attack  of  inflammatory  rheuma- 
m  nearly  well  now,  and  am  a  little  wiser, 
a  practical  knowledge  of  pain  is  CQn- ctmed.-Jas.  A.  Sell,  Jan.  25. 

that  ti 
howev 
tism. 
so   far 
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Germantown,  Va.— To-day  we  had  our  regular 
council  at  the  old  brick  church.  Everything  that 
came  before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  satis- 

factorily. The  church  is  enjoying  peace  and  har- 

mony. One  was  received  to-day  by  baptism.—/. 
IV.  Ikenberry,  Wirts,  Va.,Jan.  18. 

North  Bethel,  Mo.— The  Brethren  at  this  place 
held  a  series  of  meetings  beginning  Dec.  25,  by 
the  home  ministers,  and  continued  until  Jan.  5. 
Bro.  Whitmer,  from  Hamlin,  Kans.,  came  to  us  at 
that  time,  and  preached  until  Jan.  20.  There  were 

two  additions  by  baptism.  Both  were  young  in 

years.  Attendance  and* attention  were  good. — Sa- 
rah Haines,  Jan.  3j. 

Woodbury  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman 
came  to  us  Jan.  2  and  preached  to  us  from  Matt. 

11:29,  "Learn  of  me."  Bro.  Wm.  Ritchey  began 
a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  4,  and  preached  each 

evening  until  Jan.  18.  He  very  strongly  appealed 
to  the  wandering  to  return,  but  without  a  response. 
We  trust  the  seed  sown  may  be  gathered  not  many 

days  hence.—/.  C.  Stayer,  Jan.  22. 

Chiques  Church,  Pa. — We  have  received  into 
the  church  twenty-six  members  by  baptism  in  the 

year  just  passed;  thirteen  by  letter,  three  re- 
claimed and  lost  twelve  by  death,  fourteen  by  let- 

ter and  four  disowned.  This  leaves  the  church 

with  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  members.  We 
elected  one  minister  and  advanced  two  to  the  sec- 

ond degree  of  the  ministry. — Henry  S.  Z?ig,Jan.  22. 

Big  Creek  Church,  Okla.— At  our  quarterly 
council  all  things  passed  off  pleasantly.  One  dear 
sister  came  to  Christ,  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the 

Gospel.  Three  have  united  with  us  by  letter. 
We  have  three  regular  appointments  each  month. 
We  also  have  Bible  or  prayer 

week;    also   singing   once  a  week, 

Moreland,  Ind.— W 
Messenger  during  tl 
that  there  have  been 

baptized;  368  by  lett 

h  pencil  in  hand  I  read  the 
entire  year  of  iSgs  and  find 
eported  the  following:  6,050 

nd  338  reclaimed.     I  only 

M^j^o-ss*- 

n 

nd  a  good  pr members  enrolled 

A.  G.Fillmore,  Jan.  21. 

Meyersdale,  Pa— Bro.  S.  F 
water,  Va.,  came  here  Jan.  6, 

evening.  We  decided  to  col 
until   Jan.    IQ   and    closed 

neeting    once    a 
We  have   fifty 

pect  for  more. — 

anger,  of  Bridge- 
d  preached  in  the 
me   the   meetings 

ith   two   additions   by 
-ssives.     Bro. 

baptism;  one  belonged  to  th 

Sanger  labored  earnestly  and  gave  to  saint  and 

sinner  instructions  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

We  need  preachers  who  build  up  the  church  in 

faith,  zeal  and  unity  as  well  as  numbers.—/.  C. 
/ohnson,  Jan.  20. 

Lordsburg,  Cal.— Jan.  6  our  quarterly  church- 

meeting  occurred.  Our  elder,  W.  J.  Thomas, 

from  Inglewood.  presided.  There  was  the  us- 
ual amount  of  business,  which  was  disposed  of  in 

one  hour  and  thirty  minutes.  The  cause  of  this 

ready  adjustment  was  the  unanimity  of  sentiment. 

Sunday,  Jan.  19,  two  young  men  applied  for  me
m- 

bership and  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 

Bro.  Andfew  Hutchison  will  begin  a  series  of 

meetings  in  the  near  future.— B.  F.  Masterson. 

Our  Sunday  School  Quarterlies— I  am  very
 

much  pleased  with  the  improvement  noticeabl
e  in 

the  new  Quarterlies  for  1896.  I  think  they  are  fu
l- 

ly up  to  the  standard,  and  in  some  respects  exc
el 

any  other  Quarterlies  I  have  examined.  Our
  Sun- 

day school  was  reorganized  Jan.  I,  and  we  hope, 

under  the  new  management  and  superior  helps,  to 

be  able  to  accomplish  more  for  the  Master 
 this 

year  than  formerly.  May  the  Spirit  of  God  
direct 

the  work  all  along  the  line!—/.  Edwin  Jones,
 

Grundy  Centre,  Iowa. 

Blue  Ridge  Church,  IU.-Bro.  I,  M.
  Gibson 

came  to  us  on  Saturday,  Jan.  II,  and  held 
 three 

meetings,  when  his  throat  gave  out,  and  Bro.  D.
 

Gibson  took  up  the  work,  and  held 
ings.  Then  Bro.  I.  M.  Gibson  return 

six  meetings.  The  attendance  was  e 

house  being  full  to  overflowing  night  after  nigh
t 

Bro.  Gibson  preached  soul-st 
through  the  meetings.  As  at 

nine  applied  for  baptism;  one  was  reclaimed  and
,  1 

think,  more  will  come  soon.  Among  those  who
 

came  out  are  the  youngest  son  and  daughter  of  th
e 

writer.  Our  meeting  is  closed  for  the  present.— A 
Greenawalt,  Mansfield,  ill.,  Jan.  27. 

counted  those  baptized;  there  was  quite  a  number 
of  applicants  for  baptism  that  I  did  not  count.— 
Noah  W.  Wimmer.Jan,  23. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans.— A  shocking  accident 
happened  Bro.  Samuel  Arnold  on  the  afternoon 
of  Dec.  31.  His  team  became  ungovernable,  and 
the  wagon  ran  over  him,  breaking  both  legs  about 

five  inches  below  the  hip  joints.  He  is  fifty-four 
years  of  age,  but  at  present  is  doing  remarkably 
well.  A  number  of  helpful  donations  have  been 
sent  to  the  family,  that  are  greatly  appreciated  by 
them. — Samuel  Franlz.Jan.  20. 

Oak  Grove,  Mo. — We  have  just  closed  a  series 

of  meetings,  held  by  Bid".  W.  H.  Miller,  commenc- 
ing Jan.  5,  and  closing  the  evening  of  the  19th. 

The  meetings  were  well  attended,  with  good  in- 
terest. Bro.  Miller  feared  not  to  declare  the  com- 

mandments of  God  to  the  people.  Saints  were 

made  to  rejoice  and  sinners  to  cry  out,  "  What 

must  1  do  to  be  saved?"  Ten  precious  souls 
came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized. — 
E.  W.  Tracy,  Rainey,  St.  Clair  Co.,  Mo.,  Jan.  20. 

Bremen,  Ind.— Eld.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Goshen,  Ind., 
came  to  us  Dec.  29  and  remained  with  us  until  Jan. 

12,  preaching,  in  all,  nineteen  soul-cheering  sermons. 

One  young  man  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and 
was  baptized  into  the  fold  of  believers,  to  walk  in 
newness  of  life.  During  these  meetings  we  were 

visited  by  members  of  the  Nappanee  church. 

Among  them  was  Eld.  J.  C.  Murray  and  Daniel 
Wysong.  It  gave  us  much  encouragement  to  meet 

so  many  of  like  precious  faith.— Jacob  B.  Parker, 
Jan.  2*. 

South  English,  Iowa.— The  good  work  moves 
on.  One  more  dear  sister  was  received  by  baptism 

lately.  Our  evergreen  Sunday  schools  are  grow- 
ing in  interest  and  attendance.  We  find  them 

successful  in  winter  as  well  as  summer.  Our  re- 
cent Bible  school  has  awakened  a  deeper  interest 

in  Bible  study.  The  work  is  being  continued  by 

meeting  weekly,  and  the  outlook  is  very  encour- 

aging. Bro.  Peter  Brower  is  in  the  field  as  Dis- 
trict evangelist,  under  direction  of  the  District 

Mission  Board.— 5.  F.  Brower,  Jan. 
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Pine  Creek,    Ind.— Bro.    Levi    Stonebui 

Warsaw,   Ind.,   came   to   us  Dec.  28  and  rem 

until  Jan.   20.     He    preached    about    twenty 

soul-stirring    discourses   at   our    Blissville   church- 

house  in  Pine  Creek  district.     Through  the  efforts 

of  the  members  of  our  own  and  adjoining  districts, 

we  had  excellent  song  service.    There  was  a  great 

ingathering  of  souls;   fourteen  by  baptism  and  five 

reclaimed,   for  which  we  give  God  the  praise.     One 

soul  more  wanted  to  unite,  but  was  hindered  by  her 

husband —/.  G.  Wagenman,  Tyner,  Ind.,  Jan.  21. 

Lancaster  City,  Pa.-Bro.  C.  Hope,  on  his  return 

from  Denmark  and  Sweden,  stopped,  and  gave  us  a 

very  enjoyable  talk  last  evening  at  the  church, 

where  he  was  greeted  with  a  full  house.  It  was  de- 

sired that  he  give  a  sample  of  the  Danish  language, 

which  he  did  by  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer.  At 

the  close  of  the  services,  three  were  restored  to 

membership.  At  our  recent  council-meeting  three 

were  received  by  letter.  Bro.  D.  M.  Click,  of  Vir- 

ginia, has  been  with  us  since  Oct.  30,  and  now  has 

six  organized  singing  classes,  serving  us  here  every 

Thursday  evening.—  T.  F.  Imlerjav.  23. 

Cornell,  111.— The  members  of  the  Cornell  chu
rch 

met  in  quarterly  council  Jan.  7,  Eld.  Me
nno 

Stouffer  presiding!  All  business  that  came
  before 

the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in  a  Chr
istian-like 

manner.  Two  members  were  received  by  
letter. 

Bro  B  E.  Kesler  and  wife,  of  Virginia,  ha
ve  lo- 

cated here.  Bro.  Kesler  is  a  minister  in  the  second
 

degree,  and  we  are  glad  to  welcome  
them  with 

us      Bro.     Kesler    commenced    preaching    on    the ~f   th*    rnnnril    and   continued    over    two 

evening   of   the    council    ana   conunucu    u 

weeks      Much   good   seed   was   sown    tro
m    wnicn 

we  hope  to   reap   a  good    harvest.— N.   
 S.    Dale, 

Jan.  2,. 

Henry,  Mo.— 1  am  now  in  the  midst  of  a  series  of 
meetings  at  this  place.  The  interest  is  good  and 

we  hope  for  the  best  results.  I  had  been  sick  for 
some  time  but  the  good  Lord  has  granted  health, 
that  we  are  again  working  for  the  Master,  gathering 
in  the  golden  grain—  Wm.  C.  Hipes. 

Defiance,  Ohio.— The  South  Poplar  Ridge  church 
has  just  closed  a  very  interesting  series  of  meet- 

ings, conducted  by  Bro.  Leonard  Hyre,  of  Indiana. 
Attentive  listeners  greeted  him  throughout  the 

meeting.  One  dear  sister  came  out  on  the  Lord's side  and  was  received  by  baptism.  We  expect  Bro, 

J.  V.  Felthouse  Jan.  23,  to  hold  a  few  meetings.— 
Ella  Noffsingtr,  Jan.  rS. 

Red  Oak  Grove  Church,  Va.— Bro.  Henry  Sheets, 
of  North  Carolina,  began  a.series  of  meetings  Jan. 

13.  He  preached,  in  all,  fifteen  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. We  had  good  interest  and  very  nice  weath- 

er for  the  time  of  year,  and  good  congregations. 
Bro.  Sheets  ably  defended  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Five  dear  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  I 
am  confident  that  others  are  almost  persuaded 
to  be  Christians.  The  church  seems  to  be  built 

up  and  encouraged  to  press  onward. — Asa  Bowman. 

Mingo  Church,  Pa.— Pro.  Levi  S.  Mohler  from 
York  County,  Pa.,  commenced  preaching  for  us 

Nov.  18,  at  the  Skippack  house  and  continued  till 
the  28th.  While  we  have  no  accessions  to  report, 

we  believe  the  meetings  were  of  great  benefit  to 
the  cause  at  this  place.  Bro.  Mohler  then  went 
home  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family.  He 

returned  again  Jan.  11,  and  preached  at  Norris- 
town  until  the  20th.  Here  we  had  very  interest- 

ing meetings.  Bro.  Mohler  did  not  shun  to  de- 
clare the  whole  counsel  of  God.«-S.  H.  Price,  Col- 

Ugeville,  Pa. 
Alleghany,  W.  Va.-Jan.  ,5  Bro.  J.  T.  Cosner 

and  I  returned  from  the  Seneca  congregation, 

Pendleton  Co.,  W.  Va.,  where  we  held  about  a 

week's  meeting  with  the  little  band  of  Brethren. 
This  church  has  had  its  dark  days.  The  shepherds 

are  largely  to  blame.  They  need  a  faithful  resi- 
dent minister.  Eld.  Jonas  Fike  has  the  oversight 

of  this  church  now,  and  is  doing  a  good  work. 

We  believe  there  is  a  brighter  future  in  store  for 
them.  At  our  regular  home  appointment,  last 

Lord's  Day,  four  united  with  the  church  by  bap- 
tism.—/?. Baker,  Jan.  ty. 

Walnut  Church,  Ind— Jan.  J  Bro,  Dorsey  Hodg- 
den  commenced  meetings  for  us.  He  preached, 

in  all,  thirty-three  discourses.  Thirteen  were  bap- 
tized. All  these  but  two  are  young  people,— Sun- 

day school  scholars.  A  mother  came  forward  for 
membership,  but  her  husband  so  bitterly  opposed 

her  union  with  the  church  that  she  was  obliged  to 

defer  baptism.  Several  more  have  made  up  their 

minds  to  come  into  the  church  in  the  near  future. 

We  all  pray  that  the  Spirit's  wooing  will  keep  them 

to  their  resolution.  The  brother's  earnest  work 

has  a  powerful  influence  upon  us  all.  We  pray  our 

Father  to  give  him  grace  to  do  a  great  workl— A. 

I.  Mow,  Argos,  Ind. 

Conestoga  Church,  Pa— A  sad  bereavement  has 

happened  to  the  family  of  Bro.  George  and  Martha 

Weaver.  About  three  weeks  ago  happiness  reigned 

in  their  family  of  four  children,— one  son  and  three 

daughters,— when  very  unexpectedly  diphtheria  in- 

vaded the  home.  In  a  few  days  Daniel  0.,  the  on- 1.     One  week  later,   Eva  Irene 
ly  boy,  lay  a  v 
followed  her  brother  to  the  grave.  Then  Rosleen 

Paulette,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  was  severely  at- 

tacked and  endured  terrible  suffering.  All  that 

medical  skill  could  do  was  of  no  avail,  and  on  Sun- 

day morning,  Jan.  19,  she,  too,  took  her  departure, 

to  enjoy  the  society  of  heaven's  redeemed.  
An- 

other sad  feature  was  that  the  mother  was  not  able 

to  accompany  the  remains  of  her  dear  ones  to  the 
All  services  were  held  by  the  Brethren, 

of  the  children  were,  Daniel  O.,  four 
month,  and  twenty-two  days;  Eva  Irene, 
one  month,  and  seven  days;  Rosleen 

Paulette,  five  years  one  month,  and  twenty-two 

days.  The  bereft  family  have  the  sympathy  of  the 
community.—/.  W.  Taylor,  Jan.  22. 
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La  Forge  Church,  Mo— Ot 
terly  council  passed  off  very  pleas- 

antly to-day.  One  was  reclaimed 
We  decided  to  have  a  love  feast  at  the 

Hurricane  schoolhouse  Feb.  8,  and 

one  here  Feb.  22.  Any  one  coming 

this  way  is  earnestly  requested  to 

stop  with  us.— Ira  P.  Eby.Jan.  iS. 

Notice. — Those  who  have  occasion 

to  write  me  at  Goshen,  Ind.,  should 

address  me  thus:  "  Goshen,  Ind., 

West  side."  We  have  three  J.  H.  Mil- 
lers in  the  city  limits.  We  are  now 

in  the  corporation  limits;  hence  have 

mail  delivered.  My  mail  should  have 

"  West  Side "  on,  without  fail.—/.  H. 
Milky,  Jan.  tl. 

Little  Swatara  Church,  Pa.— Bro. 

Henry  E.  Light,  of  Mountville,  Pa., 

commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at 

Merkey's  meetinghouse  Dec.  21,  which 
closed  at  the  Zeigler  house  Jan.  5. 

He  preached,  in  all,  twenty-one  ser- 
mons. Sixteen  souls  united  with  the 

church  by  confession  and  baptism.— 

/.  Monroe  Klein,  Bethel,  Pa.,  Jan.  20. 

Juniata,  Nebr. — Bro.  James  W.  Gish 
of  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  came  to  us 

Nov.  23,  and  stayed  some  over  two 

weeks,  preaching  the  Word  with  pow 

er.  Many  good  impressions  were  left 

on  the  minds  of  some,  as  he  did  not 

fail  to  declare  the  whole  counsel 

God.  One  was  reclaimed  as  a  result 

of  the  meetings.  We  have  an  inter- 

teresting  Bible  and  prayer  meeting 

every  week. — Sarah  B.  Lemon. 

From  Iowa. — Brethren  D.  E.  Bru- 

baker,  of  Panther,  and  R.  F.  McCune, 

of  Dallas  Center,  are  holding  a  series 

of  meetings  at  our  place,  Coon  River 

church,  now.  The  meetings  are  grow- 

ing in  interest.  I  am  on  my  way  to 
the  South  River  church  in  Madison 

County,  and  Bro.  J.  L.  Myers  is  hold- 

ing a  series  of  meetings  in  Dallas 

County.  Bro.  Moses  Deardorff  is  to 

commence  here  (Des  Moines)  in  a 

week.—/.  D.  Haughtelin. 

Fairview,  Mo.— Jan.  1 1  this  congre- 

gation met  in  church-council.  All 

business  passed  off  pleasantly.  In  the 

evening  the  brethren  preached,  and 

on  Sunday  morning  we  met  in  Sunday 
school.  This  is  the  first  winter  Sun- 

day school  the  Brethren  have  had  at 

our  church,  and  we  think  they  are 

having  success.  At  11  o'clock  the 

brethren  preached  again.  In  the  year 

1895  we  had  two  series  of  meetings 

in  this  congregation.  Twenty-two 

were  received  by  baptism  and  eleven 

by  letter.— Nannie  Harman,  Falling 
Springs,  Mo. 

Bethel  Church,  Kana.— Bro.  A.  F. 

Miller,  of  Booth,  Reno  Co.,  Kans., 

came  to  us  Dec.  30,  and  commenced 

meetings  on  the  evening  of  the  31st, 
and  continued  until  Jan.  12,  preaching, 

in  all,  fourteen  soul-cheering  sermons. 

On  the  evening  of  Jan.  12,  Bro.  J.  H. 
Shamberger  preached.  I  never  saw 
better  attention.  There  were  no  ac- 

cessions but  some  seemed  almost 

persuaded  to  be  Christians.  Bro.  Mil- 

ler had  to  close  the  meetings  on  ac- 
count of  his  health.  We  hope  he  will 

be  able  to  return  in  the  near  future.— 

/.  H.  Miller,  Sawyer,  Kans.,  Jan.  16. 

Canton  Church,  Ohio.— The  mem- 

bers of  the  Canton  church  conducted 

a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Mount 

Pleasant  meetinghouse,  commencing 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  28,  and  con- 

tinuing up  to  the  evening  of  Jan.  14. 

In  all,  there  were  twenty-seven  ser- 

mons preached.  Bro.  Quincy  Leck- 
ronc,  of  Ziontown,  Ohio,  did  nearly 

all  the  preaching.  Two  precious  souls 

were  made  willing  to  be  baptized  and 

to  walk  in  newness  of  life.  We  also 

held  our  first  quarterly  council  at  the 

Center  meetinghouse  Jan.  18.  After 

other  matter  was  disposed  of  we  made 

arrangements  for  procuring  the  nec- 
essary Sunday  school  supplies  for  the 

coming  summer. —  George  S.  Gri?n,  Lou- 
isville, Ohio,  Jan.  20. 

The  Hope  of  the  Church.— The  fu- 
ture prosperity  of  the  church  depends 

upon  the  young  and  rising  member- 

ship of  the  church.  Our  dear  Broth- 
erhood is  seeing  this  great  need  in 

the  light  of  Solomon's  injunction  in 

Prov.  22:  6,  "Train  up  a  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go:  and  when  hi 

old  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 
was  with  this  end  in  view  that 

the  Mt.  Morris  brethren  worked 

preparing  a  special  doctrinal  course  for 

the  Bible  term  of  1896.  May  God 

bless  the  efforts  of  the  instructors 

and  all  those  who  attended,  that  th< 

good  may  be  spread  and  felt  through 

out  the  Brotherhood,  the  church  pro 

fited,  and  God  be  glorified!— L.  D.  Bos 

were  very  much  appreciated.  Our 
home  minister  continued  until  the 

evening  of  Jan.  2.  On  the  4th  Bro. 

S.  S.  Beaver,  of  Juniata  County,  came 

to  our  assistance  and  continued  until 

the  evening  of  the  19th.  He  preached, 

in  all,  eighteen  doctrinal  and  practical 
sermons.  He  was  not  ashamed  to 

defend  the  Truth  in  its  purity.  Such 
sermons  we  love  to  hear.  There  is 

too   much   preaching  to  suit  the  peo- 

pie  and  we are  beginning  to  see  the fruits  of  it. 
There  is  not  enough  of 

pure     and 
undefined     religion.     The 

brother  labo 
red  faithfully  in  Word  and 

doctrine,     a 
nd    our    eyes    have    been 

r,  Me 

Chatham,  Ohio.— Jan.  1, 

congregation  at  Black  Riv 

Co.,  Ohio,  numbered  fifty  members. 

During  the  year  1S95  we  received  three 

members  by  baptism,  three  by  letter, 

two  were  reclaimed,  two  were  taken 

away  by  death  and  two  dismissed. 

In  all  (according  to  the  writer's  diary), 
there  were  sixty-seven  sermons 

preached  here  and  one  lecture  deliv- 

ered. We  had  five  council-meetings, 

one  Communion  meeting,  one  Thanks- 

giving meeting  and  one  series  of 

meetings  of  nearly  three  weeks.  We 

had  Sunday  school  for  nine  months; 

»o    every    two    weeks     Bible    class. 

lr  collections  were  $13.65  for  home 

ssions;   S12.19   for   general  mission; 

S7.54   for    India   mission   and   S30  for 

ion   work   in   our  own    congrega- 

.     We   also   repaired    our   church- 

house. — Mary  Hoover,  Jan.  20. 

Lower  Stillwater,  Ohio.— Since  our 

last  report  two  young  brethren  were 

baptized  at  our  quarterly  council.  On 

Thanksgiving  Day,  after  a  stirring 

ion  by  our  elder,  in  which  the 

:fits  of  living  under  Gospel  in- 

fluence were  shown,  a  collection  was 

taken  and  over  fifty  dollars  donated, 

to  be  apportioned  to  Asia  Minor  mis- 

and  our  Southern  Ohio  mission. 

We  find  that  these  special  offerings 

should  be  made,  if  possible,  with  but 

one  interest  to  be  assisted.  Then  we 

should  have  that  object  explained, 

its  needs  pointed  out,  and  the  Chris- 

tian's duty  made  plain  in  the  matter. 
Dec.  21  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  began  a 

meeting  with  us,  continuing  each  even- 

ing with  some  day  meetings,  closing 
Dec.  29.  Four  were  baptized  and 

others  are  very  near  the  kingdom. 

The  meetings  closed  too  soon.— L.  A. 
Bookwalter,  Trotwood,  Ohio,  Jan.  20. 

Warrior's  Mark,  Pa.— The  church  at 
is  place  has  just  closed  an  interest- 

opened   to   see   more  clearly  the  way 

before  us. — Nancy  Chronister,  Jan.  19. 

Painter  Creek,  Ohio.  —  Upon  the 

day  that  our  recent  series  of  meetings 

were  to  close,  a  little  boy,  while  seat- 
ed at  the  breakfast  table  with  hi: 

unconverted  parents  and  listening  to 

their  conversation  concerning  the  ac 

cessions  during  the  meetings,  in 

quired,  "  Papa,  why  do  people  joir 
church?"  The  father  endeavored  tc 

explain,  but  the  little  boy  not  feeling 

satisfied  with  the  reply  again  inquired, 

"  Cannot  people  live  just  as  good  out 

of  the  church  as  in  the  church?  "  Tl 
pointed  question  from  such  a  soun 

aroused  a  feeling  within  that  fatb 

never  before  realized.  He  became 

more  deeply  impressed  that  he 

not  setting  the  right  example  for  his 

children  to  follow.  The  same  day 

he  made  application  to  unite  with  the 

church.  Baptism  was  administered 

the  next  day.  The  mother  was  under 

conviction,  but  decided  not  to  come 

then,  but  the  question  and  the  in- 

fluence it  had  upon  the  father  made 

her  more  fully  realize  her  responsi- 

bility, and  in  two  days  after  she  was 

also  teaching  her  little  boy  by  ex- 

ample, as  well  as  by  precept,  that 

people  can  live  better  in  the  church 

than  out  of  the  church. — Levi  Minnich, 

Jan.  20. 

years,  4  months  and  28  days.  She  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  num- 

ber of  years.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 
Eld.  Eli  Bowman.  A.  E.  Wycoff. 

WHITEHEAD.— In  the  Union  Center  con- 

gregation, Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  Jan.  15,  1896,  aged 

77  years,  11  months  and  21  days.  Deceased 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  Jan. 

25,    1818.     He   was  one   of   thirteen    children. 
all   of 
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Anthony,  of  the  Huntingdon  Normal, 
spent  his  vacation  with  us  during  the 
Holidays  and  preached  for  us  in  the 

evening.     His    stay   and   his    labors 

■  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lore 

BLOCHER.— In  Lathrop,  Mo.,  Jan.  13,  1896, 

iro.  John  Blocher,  aged  72  years,  5  months  and 

9  days.     He  was  married  March  14,  1850,  and 
united  with  the  church  in  October,  1850.     He 

me  to  Clinton  County,  Mo.,  in  1856,  and  with 

e  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  Illinois 
id  Kansas,  has  lived  here  ever  since.     Fu- 
ral  services  held  in  the    Methodist  church 

Lathrop,  conducted  by  D.  D.  Sell. 

DAVIDHEISER.— In    the    Upper    Dublin 

church,  Pa.,  Jan.  6,   1896,  Bro.  Jacob    David- 
:iser,  aged  about  75  years.     He  was  a  highly 

spected  citizen,  who  leaves  a  sorrowing  wife 

id  five  daughters,— all  members  of  the  Re- 
formed  church.     Funeral  services  at  the  late 

residence  were  conducted  by  Messrs.  Ditmar 

and   Rupp    (of    the    Lutheran    church).     Bro. 
W.   M.    Howe,  of  the  Amwell  church,  N.  J., 
assisted  in  the  services  at  the  church. 

B.  F.  Kittinger. 

MYERS —In  the  Sandy  church,  Ohio,  Nov. 

1895,  Bro.  Wm.  L.  Myers,  aged  74  years, 
month  and  3  days.  Bro.  Myers  Was  born 
Harrison  County,  Ohio.  In  1844  he  came 

to  Stark  County,  marrying  Sarah  Myers  the 
year.  Unto  them  were  bom  four  chil- 
His  wife  died  in  1854.  He  was  mar- 

1  1855  to  Hannah  Slack.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  ten  children,  six  of  whom  sur- 

sufjferer  for  many  years,  and 

1  years  was  almost  helpless. 
is  wife  and  ten  children  are  left.  Funeral 

rvices  by  Bro.  Joseph  Hoover,  assisted  by 
ethren  Stuckey  and  Shively. 

B.  B.  Shively. 

BARTON.— In    the    Barron    church,    Wis., 

n.  9,   1896,  sister  Louise  Barton,   aged    55 

for   the 

WAMPLER.— Near  Carthage,  Mo.,  Jan.  ir, 

896,  Susan  Wampler,  wife  of  John  Wampler, 

aged  66  years  and  6  days.  Her  maiden  name 
Miller.  She  was  born,  raised,  and  mar- 

near  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  also  were  born 

ten  children, — four  sons  and  six  daughters. 
One  daughter  died  near  Dayton.  Mother 
leaves  a  husband  and  nine  children.  Services 

by  John  Harshey,  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.  . B.  F.  Wampler. 

MILLER.— At  Linville  Creek  church,  Rock- 

ingham  Co.,  Va.,  Dec.  20,   1895,  sister  Cath- 
erine   Miller,  aged   83   years,    10  months  and 

10  days.     Funeral  discourse  from  Rev.  14: 13. D.  Hays. 

congre- 

WILCOX.— In  the  Little  Traverse 

gation,  near  Harbor  Springs,  Mich., 

1895,  Bertha  Grace,  daughter  of  Bro  Lyman 
and  sister  Emma  Wilcox,  aged  8  years,  5 

months  and  29  days.  Funeral  discourse  by 

the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  J.  R.  Stutsman, 
from  Matt.  18:  2.  Isaac  Hufford. 

PECK.— In  the  Falls  City  church,  Nebr., 

Jan.  11,  1896,  Bro.  Uriah  S.  Peck.  He  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  5,  1852. 

In  1879  he  married  sister  Mary  Miller,  of 
Meyersdale,  Pa.  He  united  with  the  Breth- 

ren church  in  his  youthful  days.  By  his  death 
a  devoted  wife  and  four  aEfectionate  children 

have  lost  a  kind  husband  and  father^  the 
church  a  faithful  member  and  the  Sunday 
school  an  earnest  worker.  He  called  for  the 

elders  who  anointed  him.  Eight  days  later  he 

died,  trusting  in  the  Lord.  Funeral  services 

by  Eld.  J.  Humbarger,  from  Rev.  14: 13. Wm.  Mohler. 

SH1MP.— In  the  Ephrata  church,  Pa.,  Jan.. 

1896,  Bro.  George  F.  Shimp,  aged  65  years,. 

month  and  2  days.     He  was  a  faithful  work- 

'  in  the  church  and  also  in  the  Sunday 
school.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children- 

Funeral  services  by  brethren  Wenger  and 
Lefever.  J.  R,  Royer. 

GRABLE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Ten  Mile 

church,  Pa.,  Dec.  27,  1895,  of  paralysis,  Amy,, 

wife  of  Samuel  Grable,  aged  53  years.  She^ 

was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  She? 
was  buried  in  the  Scenery  Hill  cemetery- 
Peace  to  her  slumbers!       Eld.  John  Wise. 

MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Program  of  California  and  Arizona  Minis- 
terial Meeting,  to  be  held  at  Covl- 

na,  Cat.,  March  35,  at  9  A.  M. 

"How  to  Maintain  Gospel,  Social  andl 
Charitable  Relations  Between  Ministers."— B. 
F.  Masterson,  Derius  Overholtzer. 

The  Model  Deacon."— I.  M.  Gibbel,  J. W.  Metzger. 

How  Best  to  Impress  and  Maintain  Per- 
sonal Responsibility  to  God  on  each  Individ- 

ual Member."— P.  S.  Myers,  Wm.  J.  Thomas. 
w  to  Win  and  Keep  Young  People 

for  Christ."— A.  Hutchison,  E.  A.  Miller. 

The  Sisters'  Lines  of  Christian  Work."— Claude  Miller,  Josephine  Royer. 

"To  what   Extent    should    the    Minister 
his  Privileges  in  Counteracting  the  Evils 

Common  to  Social  and  Political  Life?"— J.  S. Flory,  George  Chamberlin. 

7-  "Recognizing  the  Conditions  of  an  Au- ence."— D.  A.  Norcross,  M.  M.  Eshelman. 

For  the  purpose  of  assisting  each  other  in 
making  proficiency  in  our  calling,  it  is  to  be 

earnestly  hoped  that  all  will  be  present  "thor- 
iughly  furnished  "  to  do  good  work. 
M.  M.  Eshelman,  p.  s.  Myers, 

Sec'y.  Moderator, 
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. .  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 
Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  time  or  more   j,  ̂Q 
One  month  (4  times)    ( 
Three  months  (13  times)    x  M 
Six  months  (26  times),    ,  w 
One  year  (52  times)       7o 

fgy-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  mounted 

Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 
1  International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896-— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 

reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  It 

is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 
thor of  religious  works.     Price,  gi.oo;  our 

:P"ce<   90  cents 

Teaching  and  Teachers.— By  H.  Clay  Trum 
bull.     A    book    of   390   pages    (7^x5^ 
inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price, . . . .  ot 

Dr.   Trumbull's   book,    "Teaching    and 

Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way 
'hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work- 

ers.    It  is   to-day  the   popular  hand-book  or 
Sunday  school  teaching, 

Smlth-Peloubet   Dictionary  of  the  Bible.- 
Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  m 

hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  thi 
■best  Bible  dictionaries,  It  has  been  care 

fully  revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth 

:8l8  pages.  Regular  price,  S2.00;  our  price 
'by  mail,   S1.7 

Brethren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book.- 
This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 

authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 

1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 

publication.  While  it  may  be  used  t 

advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  e: 

pecially  adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  school 

prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contain 

.185  hymns,  and  is  printer!  in  both  the 

shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  i; 

'being  generally  introduced,  and  should  bi 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  praye 
and  social  meetings. 

iBoard    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  dozen 
copies,  prepaid,   $3  6 

Cloth  Cover,  per  copy,  55   cents;   per   dozen 
copies,  prepaid,   6  0 

In  ordering  please  state  in  what 
the  work  is  desired. 

►  Brethren  and  Friends 

io,  Indian;!,  Illlm.i*,  L-v. 

Veil  iclen  suitable /or  both  c 

for  a  vehicle  that  is  well  made  and 

of   {food  material.    Belore  buying 

ABRAHAM  E.  WEAVER, 

You  Need  It 

Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents. 
Hates  to  Agents. 
this  Office. 

Special 
Address 

Lite  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Quinter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite." 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  areglad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
ars  on  the  tirmanent  of  truth.  This  is 

-fought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 

ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  81.25.  To 
ministers,  Sl.oo.  Special  terms  to  agents. 
Address  this  office. 

Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

iplaiiation,  etc..  adapted  to  the  understanding 

:  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 
'OR  25  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  fl 
size  package  of  Victor  Liver   Syrup   Com 

id  (herb  form)  containing  the  medical  pi 

31"  a  full  size  s.1.00  bottle  ol  Victor  Liver  Syrup, 
il  Jan    1,  181(0,  wo  make  a  special  low  oiler  to 
who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.    Wrlt< 

a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Co  mi 
a  Frederick  Almannc  for  180H,  now  reftdy 

Yours  very  truly, 

CHOICE 

POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 
Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 

Also  a  few  GOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low- 

Address: 
4H3 

of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  I  will  mail 

one  iveek's  trial  treatment  of  the  fa- 
mous Australian  Electro  Pill  remedy, 

free  to  all  readers  of  the  Messenger,  or 

seven  weeks'  treatment  for  only  $1.00, 
for  Catarrh,  Kidney,  Liver  or  Stomach 

trouble, Rhc in i i.ilism.S it. k  Ileadache.Ner- 
vous  trouble  or  impure  blood.  Special 

i  agents  on  application.  Address 

DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop, 

CHICAGrO,     ILL. 

This  hotel  Is  ce 
kble  House  of  its 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 
305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

rwn-r  F<tbb  Poultry,  Game  and  Fruits,  Special' 

Ha  Hay, Yum,  GralnVFurs,  Hide*  Dried  Fruit,  
and 

Rood. 

Our  Publications. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religions 

eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
:n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 

The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum   %    50 
20  copies  to  one  address,  3  months   1  7c 
30  copies,  to  one  address,  3  months   3  s< 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months   5  a 

Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  sent  fret 
on  amplication.         

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 
ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 

ery  way,  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly  .—Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 

and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessoi 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wi 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  the 

Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35J  Hours 
Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
The  Monon  Route,  wit 

ut  on  a  new  fast  train  tlut  makes  the  run  between  Chl- 
iro  and  Jacksonville  in  thirty-live  and  one-half  hours. 
This  train  is  compiled  of  elegant  Cullman  Perfected 
alety  Vestlbuled,  Opeu  and  Compartment  Sleepers,  la- 

uding Drawing  Room  and  Buffet  Sleepers,  as  well  as 
jmlortable  day-conches,  with  Monon  Celebrated  High- 

This  train  leavos  Chicago  dally  at  8:3a  P.  M.,  arriving 
t  Cincinnati  next  morning  at  7:30,  Chattanooga  5;  50 
.  M.,  Atlanta,  10:  jo  V.  M„  reaching  Jacksonville  at 
.  20  Mil-    iimmi.I  nun  ill  in;,  in  iiinple  I  line  In    make   cimncC- 
on  with  all  Hues  lor  points  in  Central  and  Southern 

This  Is  the  fastest  time  ever  mude  by  any  line  ba- 
ween  Chicago  and  Florida. 
City  Ticket  Office,  aji  Clark  Street,  Chicago;  Frank  J, 
iced,  Gen'l.  Pass.  Agt..  Chicago. 
For  time  cards,  pamphlet*,  and  all  other  information 

address  L.  E.  Sessions,  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt,,  Minneapolis. Minn. 

Single  subscription,  0 

  35*  cents  each 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
tingle :rlptloi 

Sunday   School   Reward   Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  va 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleas* 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 

H02  Four  Deslttiia,  wry  tine,  flowered  bor- 

1816  Four  Designs,  very  line  gilt  edge,  alze 

ui(lsoi[i" 
Flowers, 

H  Embossed,  extra  fine,  size  8J£je6%  .  .20  cent: 
J7  Birds  and  LundMt'iiin',  si7.n:ixT>'A,  .  .  .  .IScenti 

J5  Flowers  rind  Landscape,  nl/,e  Xl-jxfi'4, .  LiceiUi 
Ki  Birds  find  LmidseniH',  «i/n  :;■  _.\fi;,i, .  .  .  lZcnnt 

X)  "  The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Curds,  60  De- 

i.'i'.j  Landscape  mid  BlrdH,  sl/.u  2\:i'/i, .  .  .HOoenti 

When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  thai 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies — We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen  .  .  .  J    8E 
Minute  Books,  each,        « 
Olfiss  Books,  per  dozen,        7£ 

Union  Primers,  with  fine  engravings,  per  doz- 

Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  chart  of  each  lesson, 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  as 

before  ordering  elsewhere, Address,  _, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Moirli,  III 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 

New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 

single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

speculative  theories. 
6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  he  gained  in 

a  given  lime  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 

page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 

the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Tesja-_ 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 
(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 

notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 
It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

(1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
tc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
sason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
id  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 

his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  fumish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set 
Bound  in  half  leather, 

Bound  in  r 

$500 

5  So 

,  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- dress:     Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Ml  Morris,  111. 

Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 

one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  84.00; 

Half  Leather,  84.50;  Half  Morocco, 

I5.00, 



THCB    QOBPEL    3^BSSB3SrO-Elie,. 

February  1,  1896. 

Highest  of  «11  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 

FAR  BEYOND  EXPECTATION 

He   Visited,    Investigated, 
And   Invested ! 

The  following  letter  from  Eld.  Da 

vid  Hollinger  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Manchester  College  and 

Bible  School,  North  Manchester,  Ind 

bearing  date  Jan.  14th,  1896,  gives  ai 

opinion  of  North  Dakota,  where  the 
Brethren  colonies  are  located.  Aftei 

visiting,  and  investigating  the  oppor 

tunities,  Brother  Hollinger  was  so  well 

pleased  with  the  country  that  he 

bought  a  tract  of  land  himself;  read 
his  letter: 

North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Jan.  14,  1896. 
Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 

Dear  Sir:—\  write  you  in  regard  to  the 

country  in  North  Dakota.  I  carefully  looked 
over  some  of  the  fine  lands  around  Mayvllle, 

Devil's  Lake  and  Cando.  I  have  heard  much 
said  in  its  favor,  but  found  it  far  beyond  my 

expectation.  The  crops,  such  as  wheat,  oats, 

rye,  barley  and  vegetables  were  immense, 

proving  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  I  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  country  that  I  bought  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Sweetwater  region,  in  Ramsey 

country.  1  am  confident  that  there  are  thou- 
sands of  renters  in  the  eastern  States,  who  are 

working  h;ird  and  making  nothing  more  than  a 

living,  who  could  go  to  that  country  and  secure 
good  homes  in  a  few  years.  The  Brethren 
whom  1  met  there  are  well  satisfied  and  are  do- 

ing well.  Several  churches  have  already  been 

organized  so  that  our  people  going  there  will 

find  church  homes.  If  the  prospects  were  ful- 
ly known  1  believe  that  in  a  short  time  all  the 

land  would  be  taken  up.  I  would  advise  all 
who  think  of  changing  their  location  to  go  and 
see  the  country  for  themselves. 

In  writing  the  Brethren  do  not  forget  that  it 
takes  time  and  money  to  answer  letters  as  well 

as  to  board  strangers.  The  Brethren  are  large 

hearted  but  should  not  be  imposed  upon,  1 
hope  that  they  will  continue  to  prosper  and 

that  others  will  join  them.  Yours  truly, 
David  Hollinger. 

Brethren,  in  looking  for  new  homes, 

should  follow  the  example  of  Brother 

Hollinger.  A  large  number  of  Breth- 

ren have  already  located  in  the  Turtle 

Mountain  country,  Devil's  Lake  dis- 
trict, and  Red  River  Valley,  and  or- 

ganized churches.  There  is  still  room 

for  many  more  people  near  the  present 
colonies.  These  new  churches  desire 

more  members.  Why  try  other  sec- 

tions until  the  land  is  all  taken  where 

the  churches  now  exist?  In  numbers 

there  is  strength  and  neighborhood 

advantages.  The  Brethren  selected 

their  present  location  after  a  general 

investigation,  and  their  judgment 

should  have  weight  with  others. 

For  printed  matter  and  other  infor- 
mation write  to: 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111 

No  Cheap  Reprints. 

Mt.  Morris.  III. 

Cattle  With  Horns 
ARE  DANGEROUS, 

: 

%  ' : 

trc  of,  and  nut  ol  date.    Your  calves  will 

t  horns  il  you  use  BRAYTON'S  CER- 
REVENTER,  a  chemical  compound  to 
wth  ol  horns.    It   is   sure.    Thousands 
would  not  be  without  it.    Price,  7S  cents 

Stat 

'yZZ,K, 

^pric,    A^ts^r.Udcv.rywhoroa, 

111 

Ft «*4„U A.  W.  Bravton,  Mi's.  Chemist, 
Reduced,                         Mt.  Mortis.  III. 

E 
S,-We  ha 

na'ly  at  mi 

e  examined  the  testimonials,  and  have 
Brayton's  Horn  Preventer,  and,  being 

■nding  it.— Editor  GosriiL  MhsSI-ngi-r. 

A  Southern  Fruit  Farm! 

Would  You  Like  to  Have  One  ? 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 
A  solid  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  indentru<-ti- 

ble  and    is  sold   noarly   1/>n--h.tir    <  It << n i,r r    th,n 

!i,ea!e°,on3eS'L!';:;.i,:",:,;v ;;,'';"!, rdl'"  """" 

lBentsjMy^pro«ablv'en|aBernH,oir'o>™nianS°ir?- 
Iraj.  W%'CD,c"Mi'.\t.,.irM:,.l,',!!'L,>''.'idndC1'C™'*rS,'lLd" 
Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 

that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 

velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 

pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 

Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 

date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  St. 50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 

old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 

)  only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 

Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 

If  You  Are   Going  to  North  Dakota 
this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 

Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 
Wells  and   Foster 

Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  twp  competing  railroads, 

THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and  numer- 

THERE  ARE  three     rivers     which 
these  Counties, 

THERE  ARE  numerous    small 

THERE  ARE  good   markets,  and  coal  costs 
from  S1.50  to  $3.00  per  ton. 

THERE  ARE  no  lands  but  what  are  tillable. 

THERE  HAS  BEEN   an  average  of  twenty 
bushels     of    No.     1     Hard 

THERE  HAS  NEVER  been  afailureof crops 

in  Wells  and  Foster  Coun- 
ties through  the  effect  o(  a 

THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of    locating    in    the 

THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands  on 

crop-payment   plan   at 
rhe  high  prices  usually 

pcting  railroads.— the  Min- 
neapolis,     St.     Paul    and 

Sault  Sle.    Marie    R.    R., 
and  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad    traverse     Wells 
acd  Foster  Counties. 

The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 

ific  Railroad  has  2jo,ooo  acres  of  land  in  Pos- 
er and  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re 

erved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
0  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  to  give  land 

for  a  site,  and  five  hundred  dollars  towards  the 
of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth- 

The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  Sj 

•Sj  Per  acre,  and  ten  years'  time  is  given, 
with   only  one-tenth   cash  each  year,  at  6  Per 
cent  interest. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 

that  they  werefaying  too  much  for  crop-payment 
lands,  and  have  filed  applications  for  land  in 
Poster  and  Welts  Counties. 

you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 

prices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 
ffer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 

nd  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
assist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 

freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 

fated,    -Write  to C.  W.  Mott, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R., 
St.  Paul,  Minn. i.  Phipps, 

Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 

DUBBEL'S Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 

have  it  on  hand.     It  is  equally  ;,s  good  ior  Coughs 
.  Irritation  of  the  Tl.roat  and  Lungs.  Tightness  01 

Chest,  etc.    It  contains  no  opium  or  poisons  or  dangei 

C  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  induce- 
ments for  families  (or  a  sliort  tune  only,  are  given  to  help 

r 
Brethern's 

Plain  Clothing  I 

Tb 
ere  is  no excuse  for  any  member  of 

the  Brethren churcb,  who  wishes  tc 

wear 

Plain 
Clothin 

I,  not  having  it. 
Samples  of 

cloth  from  which  we 

make 

our 

:lothing 

measuring    blanks, 

tape 

meas 
ire  and rules  for  ordering  \ 

ill  be 

meas 

n  appli ation.     Our  rules  fo 

r  self- 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 

are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 
We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  in 

the  future  will  do  all  business  from  above  address. 

Here  Again  for  1896 ! 

C.  C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.  Nearly  ioo  pages  8xio, 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 
best  quality  of  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  ot  its 
class  published.  Price.  15  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 

MAKER. Freeport,  III.,  U.  S.  A.  48m6 

Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

SHOF'MKER  INCUBATOR  CO     F. 

Picking.Strawberries 
In  January  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Oal. 

If  you  had  a  little  fnn l  on  the  Dos  Palos  colony. 
'ou  would  be  likely  tc 

beets,   carrots,    turnips 
lower,  lettuce  and  oth 

r  all  kinds  of  fruit  trees. 
unci  the  women  folks  w 

begin  to  look  like  a  flrsi crop  of  clover  hay.    Yoo 
vould  be  harvesting  cabbage,  lettuce,   radishes. 

dniips  and  other  vegeta- 
uld  not   be   frozen.    You 

vould  be  picking  straw 
ffiona  and  oranges.    Th 

■wersfrom  oleanders,  go- 
would  be  getting  25  cents 

>er  dozen  m  cash  for  eggs.    Your  pigs  would  be 
running  In  the  alfalfa  c over  and  you  ought  to  be 

te  Brethren  will  move  to  Dos 
tb  fall,  and  special  arrangements  will  be 
■  their  moving  together.  Write  to  Eld. 
,Dos  I'alos,  or  B.  Marks,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Great  Offer— Limited. 

Until  Fwb.  10  I  will  send  six  copies  "NORMAL 
STUDIES  ON  THE  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY  OF 
CHRIST,"  and  one  copy  "MANIFOLD  CHART 
OF  CHRIST'S  MINISTRY,"  for  ONLY  TWO  dol- 

lars,  cash    with    order.     All    expenses   prepaid. ■oil  I. 
hours,  and  have  your 

Book  and  Chart  Free. 

Every  Sunday  school  should  have   this  Chart, 

Regular  price  of  book,  in  cloth,  40  cents;  Chart, 
mounted  and  bound  with  tape,  75  cents;  both  to- 
gether,tl.     Rare  Inducements  toagents.    Address, 

C.  E.  ARNOLD, 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

f  Con 

Why 

rCor 

you  haTe7  The  first  application  stops 
two  or  three  applications  remove  the 

>ue  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  Its  kind 
?red— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suf- 
-ns.  Bent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
in  stamps.    Order  at  once  and  dispose 

e  and    a   26-oent 
FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    for 

mail  a  10-cent   bt 
bottle   of  DUBBE 
the  Liver  and  Bowels, 

Constipation.    Agents  wanted   in  every  locality. 
Live  agents  can  make  from  *3.00  to  $5.00  per  day. 
Write  quick  for  territory  and  terms.    Address,  - 

S,  E,  DUBBEL&  CO,,  Proprietors, 

Waynesboro,  Franfclin  Co.,  Fft 
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"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSP£L."-Phil.  1 .-  17. 
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The  Gospel   Messenger, 
Pabliilitd  Weekly,  it  $1,60  por  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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-^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY^ 

but  in  mind  and  soul  powers  they  are  mere  babes. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  the  study  of  little 

people  may  not  have  to  go  very  far  from  home 
to  find  them  by  the  dozens.  In  the  judgment  the 
Lord  will  measure  the  mind  and  soul  instead  of  the 
body. 

Baptisms  in  the  historic  river  Jordan  are  be- 
coming quite  common,  not  so  much  so,  however, 

as  when  Jerusalem,  and  all  Judea  and  all  the  re- 
gions round  about  came  to  John  and  were  bap- 

tized of  him  in  the  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins. 
Pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  visit 
the  sacred  stream,  and  not  a  few  are  so  impressed 

at  the  time  that  they  demand  baptism,  and  are  im- 
mersed in  the  stream  where  Jesus  under  the  hand 

of  John  the  Baptist  set  the  example  for  fulfilling 
all  righteousness.  In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Chris- 

tian Standard  A.  M.  Growden,  writing  from  Jeru- 
salem, Nov.  3,  relates  his  experience  on  the  banks 

of  the  Jordan.  He  says:  "'It*  the  'Jordan'  is  a 
beautiful  scene.  Green,  rich  foliage,  a  terrace  of 

rock  rising  like  a  wall  of  defence,  a  few  beautiful 

birds  of  gay  plumage,  a  few  Greeks  and  a  boat. 
Our  friends,  some  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  a 
Lutheran  minister  near  where  we  stood.  The  wa- 

ter is  colder  than  that  of  the  Dead  Sea,  which  reg- 
istered eighty  degrees,  the  Jordan  being  sixty- 

eight  degrees.  A  sober,  earnest  gentleman  from 
Scotland,   with   whom    I    had   become    acquainted, 

The  sad  condition  of  affairs  in  Turkey  at  this 

time  is  summed  up  in  this  one  brief  extract:  "So 
far  as  we  can  see,  the  case  of  the  Armenians  is 

hopeless,  so  far  as  man  is  concerned.  The  only 
hope  is  in  God.  Fifty  thousand  Armenians  have 

been  slaughtered,  and  we  are  credibly  told  that 
fifty  thousand  more  have  been  forced  to  become 

Moslems.  Nobody  can  have  any  conception  of 
the  awful  cruelties  perpetrated  in  the  massacres, 
and  the  suffering  since;  and  yet  nothing  has  been 
done  or  will  be  done  for  them.  It  is  a  case  that 

has  called  for  the  intervention  of  any  one  Chris- 
tian nation  or  of  all,  but  they  have  all  passed  by 

on  the  other  side.  As  Sir  Philip  Currie,  the  Brit- 
ish Ambassador,  remarked  the  other  day,  there  has 

been  but  one  bright  spot  in  it  all,  and  that  is  the 
conduct  of  the  American  missionaries, — their  hero- 

ism, their  devotion,  and  their  good  sense.  There 

has  been  nothing  nobler  in  the  whole  history  of 
the  church.  Ramazan  begins  in  two  weeks,  the 
period  when  Turkish  fanaticism  burns  most  fierce 

ly.  We  pray  God  that  he  will  protect  our  mis 

sionaries  during  those  thirty  days,  as  he  has  sc 

wonderfully  done  during  the  year  past!  " 

The  Scientific  American  contains  a  brief  account 
of  a  remarkable  little  woman,  Princess  Tophaz,  who 

resides  in  Paris,  She  is  seventeen  years  old,  twen- 
ty-three and  one-half  inches  tall  and  weighs  only 

fourteen  pounds.  The  little  woman  is  said  to  be 

well  formed,  is  in  good  health,  intelligent,  sings 
admirably  and  is  a  very  brilliant  conversationalist. 

She  has  her  many  friends,  and  to  them  is  very 
attractive.  Her  intelligent  and  lady-like  conduct 
indicate  that  while  the  body  may  be  so  dwarfed 
as  to  render  her  a  rare  curiosity,  yet  her  mind 
will  compare  well  with  the  generality  of  cultured 
People.  AH  over  this  country,  however,  are  peo- 

ple much  older  than  this  little  woman  and  yet 

not  as  large.  But  to  determine  their  size  we 
measure  their  minds  and  souls  instead  of  their 

bodies.    They  may  be  men  and  women  physically, 

t^ev what  hindered?'  Nothing;  he  w;is  a  believer. 
We  'both  went  down  into  the  water'  and  he 
was  buried.  The  service  was  brief,  but  my  feel- 

ings, as  I  stood  at  that  historic  spot,  you  can  im- 
agine better  than  I  can  describe  them.  I  have 

baptized  in  a  great  many  beautiful  places  and  un- 
der many  impressive  circumstances,  but  here  is  a 

picture  that  memory  will  carry  forevermore." 

Each  month  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Great 

Britain  sends  us  something  interesting  along  its 
line  of  work.  The  following  is  just  to  hand; 

"The  subject  of  'The  Derivation  of  the  Ethics  of 

Buddhism '  was  investigated  and  carefully  dis- 
cussed at  the  first  meeting  for  the  new  year  of  the 

Victoria  Institute  of  London,  England;  its  con- 
sideration being  introduced  in  a  brief  paper,  the 

author  of  which  called  attention  to  the  frequency 
with  which  moral  precepts,  often  similar  to  those 
in  Holy  Writ,  were  quoted  as  from  Buddhist 

writings,  this  being  very  often  done  by  Theoso- 
phists,  and  others,  who  sought  to  minimize  the  val- 

ue of  the  Christian  Scriptures.  The  question 
thereupon  arose,  Were  these  precepts  to  be  found 

in  the  earlier  Buddhist  writings,  and,  if  not  orig- 
inal, whence  were  they  derived?  A  careful  ex- 

amination of  the  Buddhist  writings,  and  of  the 
Old  Testament,  showed  that  every  valuable  moral 

precept  inculcated  by  Buddha  or  his  followers  was 

freely  taught  by  Moses  and  the  Prophets  centu- 
ries before  Buddha  existed;  and  this  was  scarcely 

to  be  wondered  at,  considering  the  light  which 
had  been  thrown  of  late  on  the  extent  to  which  na- 

tions in  earlier  days  held  intercommunication.  The 

ethics  of  Buddhism  were  evidently  derived  from 
those  nations  with  whom  the  inhabitants  of  India 
had  commercial  and  other  relations,  including 

the  Jewish;  which  was  in  its  greatest  prosperity 
five  hundred  years  before  Buddha  was  said  to 
have  existed;  and  also  later,  when  the  Captivity 

took  place,  and  there  was  a  tendency  towards  the 
dispersal  of  that  people.  Attention  was  drawn 
to  the  evidence  given  by  Strabo  and  other  ancient 

writers  to  the  great  commercial  intercourse    ex- 

isting in  the 
Persia,  Parthi 
the  Euxine, 

which  recent 
and  had  bee 
the  Institute 

tenth  century  B.  C.  between  India, 
,  Media  and  the  countries  south  of 

5  well  as  the  ancient  traffic  by  sea 
esearch  had  shown  to  have  existed, 
referred  to  at  a  recent  Meeting  of 

3  carried  on  from  India  round  Cey- 
lon and  up  the  Red  Sea,  the  ships  being  mostly 

manned  by  those  intrepid  mariners,  the  Phoeni- 
cians. At  the  close  of  the  evening  it  was  an- 

nounced that  one  of  the  Institute's  Committee, 
Mr.  T.  G.  Pinches,  of  the  Department  of  Oriental 
antiquities,  at  the  British  Museum,  had  discovered 

and  deciphered  some  new  and  remarkable  in- 
scriptions. These  were  of  special  interest  to  the 

Biblical  student  and  would  shortly  be  published 

for  the  information  of  all  the  members.  Many 

applications  fmm  persons  desiring  to  support  the 
Institute  as  members  or  associates,  having  been 

received  from  places  in  England,  America,  India 
and  the  colonies,  the  applicants  were  elected  and 

the  meeting  was  adjourned." 

Bro.  Fercken  sends  us  a  small  package  of  what 

the  people  of  Arabia  call  manna.  It  grows  in 

the  part  of  the  wilderness  through  which  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  passed.  It  is  collected  in  the 

month  of  June  from  a  shrub.  One  writer  says  it 
drops  from  the  thorns  to  the  sticks  and  leaves 
below,  with  which  the  ground  is  covered,  and 

must   be    -  ̂ hercd   early    in   the    day,   before  it  is 

\rv(iou:y^i^'-:.'       ;-.■:,.....  .xw^  the food  on  which  the  Israelites  subsisted  during 

their  forty  years'  journey  through  the  wilderness. 
In  support  of  this  there  can  be  no  reliable  evi- 

dence, for  God  fed  his  people  with  a  manna  that 
fell  from  heaven,  daily,  excepting  the  Sabbath. 

The  samples  sent  us  slightly  resemble  very  small 
peanut?.  But  to  the  people  of  the  South  we 
would  say  that  they  remind  us  of  the  chufa  in  al- 

most every  particular,— a  ground-nut  raised  in 
Florida  and  Georgia,— having  the  same  flavor  and 
appearance.  The  Arabs  prize  their  manna  very 

highly,  and  think  there  is  no  dainty  superior  to  it 
in  all  that  country.  The  supply  is  limited,  and 

docs  not  find  its  way  into  many  parts  of  the  world. 

To  most  people  this  little  package  of  manna  from 
the  wilderness  of  Arabia  would  prove  a  curiosity. 
But  in  the  New  Testament  the  devout  Christian 

finds  a  heavenly  manna,  whose  supply  is  inhausti- 
ble,  and  on  that  we  may  subsist  until  we  reach  the 
Canaan  beyond  the  Jordan  of  death.  Fortunate 

is  the  person  who  makes  this  holy  manna  his  food 
and  delight.     It  excels  all  the  dainties  of  earth. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  fJLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Thirty. 

Our  next  walk  will  be  to  some  of  the  places  of 

worship.  We  say  some,  because  we  visited  only  a 

few  out  of  the  many — as  the  Jews  alone  have  some 
seventy  synagogues.  And,  in  addition  to  these, 
there  are  many  Mohammedan  mosques,  also  Greek, 

Latin,  Armenian,  Coptic  and  Protestant  churches. 

We  will  first  take  a  glimpse  at  the  Temple  Plat- 
form and  Mosque  ElAksa,  formerly,  Mosque  of 

Omar.  To  describe  this  fully  would  require  a 

number  of  pages  and  more  space  than  we  have  at 
command.  Therefore  we  shall  mention  only  a  few 

of  the  things  about  the  place  that  may  be  of  gener- 
al interest.  The  Temple  Platform  has  an  area  of 

about  thirteen  acres,  and  was  made  by  building 

great  walls  across  the  low  places,  cutting  down  the 

crown  of  the  hill,  and  filling  up,  so  that  as  it  is 
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of     building     the now,    and    was    at     the     t 

temple,  largely  artificial,  and  is  considered 

one  of  the  most  interesting  spots  in  the  world. 

It  is  the  supposed  spot  where  Abraham  was 
about  to  offer  as  a  sacrifice,  his  son  Isaac,  Here 

David  erected  an  altar,  and,  afterwards,  his 

son  Solomon  erected  his  palace  and  temple,  which 
he  built  at  the  command  and  after  the  direction  of 

the  Lord.  Since  then  it  has  been,  and  is  now,  de- 
filed by  idolatrous  and  false  worship.  On  it  we 

now  have  the  great  Mohammedan  Mosque  or  Tem- 

ple. 
After  securing  a  Kawas  from  the  consulate,  and 

several  soldiers,  we  enter  within  the  walls  and  have 

before  and  around  us  the  great  platform,  paved 

with  stone,  on  which  is  erected  the  Mosque,  and  at- 

tachments thereto;  such  as  places  for  prayer,  foun- 

tains for  the  religious  ablutions  or  washings,  such 

as  are  prescribed  for  Mohammedans  in  the  Koran, 
etc. 

After  having  our  shoes  muffled,  we  enter  the 

Dome  of  Rock  which  stands  on  a  platform  ten  feet 

high,  approached  by  steps  which  terminate  in  an 

arcade,  or  place  for  scales,  because,  at  the  day  of 
judgment,  the  scales,  on  which  all  are  to  be 

weighed,  are  to  be  suspended  here.  This  rock  is 

fifty-seven  feet  long  and  forty-three  wide,  and  rises 

six  and  one  half  feet  above  the  surrounding  pave- 
ment. About  it  many  silly  things  are  told  and  be- 

lieved by  these  blind  worshipers.  Underneath, 
there  is  an  excavation  in  the  solid  rock.  And  here 

are  pointed  out  small  altars  where  David  and  Solo- 

mon, Abraham  and  Elijah  did  their  praying;  also 
one  where  Mohammed  prayed,  and  as  he  rose  from 
prayer  his  head  went  up  against  the  rock  and  made 
quite  an  impression  or  hole  in  the  rock.  We  saw 
the  hole,  but  had  very  grave  doubts  about  the 

prophet's  head  producing  it.  They  also  believe 
that  this  rock  came  down  from  I'araoV';  ; 
thif  -r/.  *"  »-  v,,,,)',.  ,j  f|f.-Aecuref ,■'  f,;"'  ><■"$■  The  brethren 

l1l.iii>"J.ter  Mohamii.^v.  „  „..-_.-..  his  uu,1  was 
ferred  to  heaven  from  here,  and  as  it  was  about  as- 

cending this  rock  commenced  ascending  with  it, 

and  after  it  had  moved  upward  about  six  feet,  an 

angel  laid  his  hand  on  it,  and  it  stopped  right 
there;  and  since  then  has  remained  where  it  was 

stopped,  suspended  in  the  air  without  any  support 

whatever  under  it.  We  saw  the  print  of  the  angel's 
hand  that  stopped  it,  on  the  rock,  but  it  takes  a 

much  stronger  imagination  than  we  could  call 

into  being  to  see  any  likeness  whatever  between  the 

rock  mark  and  the  angel  hand. 

We  were  also  shown  the  print  of  Mohammed's 
foot,  in  the  rock.  At  two  places  in  this  mosque 

there  are  pillars  of  granite  so  close  together  that 

an  ordinary  man,  with  great  difficulty,  can  press 

himself  through.  It  is  said  that  whoever  could 

pass  through  between  these  pillars  would  be  sure  to 

enter  Paradise.  And  strange  as  it  may  seem,  so 

many  squeezed  themselves  through  that  the  pillars 

were  considerably  worn  on  the  facing  side.  Still 
stranger  is  the  fact  that  a  number  of  deaths  have 

occurred  as  results  of  trying  to  pass  through.  Iron 

pickets  are  now  placed  there  to  keep  the  foolish 

people  from  injuring  themselves.  The  original 

idea  that  was  the  origin  of  the  practice  was,  that 

men  were  to  live  temperate  lives  and  to  fast  often, 
thus  keeping  their  bodies  down,  or  lean.  Those 

who  would  not  observe  these  physical  duties  would 

become  fat  or  lusty.  And  if  they  would  continue 

to  indulge  until  they  would  become  quite  large, 
there  was  no  hope  for  them  being  allowed  to  enter 

heaven.  The  distance  between  these  pillars  was 

accepted  as  a  standard,  and  those  who  would  indulge 
so  that  they  would  get  beyond  this  standard  would 

have  to  either  reduce  themselves  in  thickness,  by 

temperate  living  and  fasting,  so  as  to  be  able  to 

squeeze  through,  or  be  debarred  from  entering 
heaven. 

If  this  was  to  be  the  Gospel  standard,  we  think 

of  some  just  now  who  would  have  to  remain  with- 

else  climb  i some  other  way.  We  give  this 

as  a  pointer  to  some  of  our  heavy  eaters.  As  we 
looked  at  the  place  and  thought  of  the  thousands, 

who,  with  great  difficulty,  pressed  themselves 

through,  we  were  reminded  of  the  saying  of  our  Sav- 

ior, "  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  a  rich  man  shall 

hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  The  Mo- 

hammedan says,  "  A  fat  man,  with  great  difficulty, 
shall  enter  Paradise."  On  the  outside,  there  are 
columns  some  fifteen  feet  from  the  mosque  wall. 

On  this  wall  a  circle  of  about  twenty  inches  in  di- 
ameter is  made.  Those  who  stand  with  their  back 

against  this  column,  then  close  their  eyes,  and  walk 

towards  this  wall,  and  are  able  to  place  their  hand 
within  this  circle,  are  sure  to  enter  heaven.  Sever- 

al of  us  made  the  trial  and  succeeded,  at  which  our 
Kawas  smiled  and  said  that  we  were  all  right. 

On  the  east  wall,  looking  over  the  Valley  of  Je- 
hoshaphat,  and  to  the  Mt.  of  Olives,  we  find  a  stair- 

way ascending  the  wall.  Here  is  a  stump  of  a  col- 
umn, built  in  horizontally  and  protruding  over  the 

wall.  The  Muslims  say  that  all  men  will  assemble 

in  the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  when  the  trumpet  shall 
sound  for  the  judgment.  From  this  prostrate  col- 

umn a  thin  wire  will  be  stretched  across  to  the  Mt. 

of  Olives.  Christ  will  sit  on  the  wall,  and  Moham- 

med on  the  Mount,  as  judges.  All  men  must  pass 
over  the  intervening  space  on  the  wire.  The 
righteous,  preserved  by  the  angels  from  falling, 
will  cross  with  lightning  speed,  while  the  wicked 
will  fall  down  into  the  abyss  of  hell. 
Another  belief  is  that  every  Mohammedan  who 

makes  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  there  makes  an  of- 

fering of  a  sheep,  will,  by  this  offering,  receive  a 
wire  over  which  he  must  pass  in  the  day  of  judg- 

ment, and  that  the  wire  will  be  strong  in  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  offering  made.  If  a  poor 
sheep  or  goat  is  offered  the  wire  will  be  so  poor 
that,  in  passine  over  it  will  break,  and  he 94.9A  I      The  Land  Qetat 

10  avoid  this,  the  very 

heep   are  offered  when  this  pilgrimage  is  made, 
nd  those  who  can  afford  it,  offer  two  and  even 

hree,  that   their  wire  to  Paradise  may  be  strong 

ration  to  us,  such  as  we  hoped  it  would  be.    To 

show  what  we  mean  by  saying  that  all  is  a  sham 
and  the    imagination    of    futile    brains,    we    will 

quote  what  Christ  says  about  the  city  in  Luke   19; 

43,  44:  "  For  the  days  shall  come  upon  thee,  that 
thine  enemies  shall  cast  a  trench  about  thee,  and 

compass  thee   round,   and  keep   thee  in  on  every 
side,  and  shall  lay  thee  even  with   the  ground,   and 

thy  children  within  thee;  and   they  shall   not  leave 

in   thee   one  stone    upon     another,     because    thou 

knewest  not  the  time  of  thy  visitation."     Matt.   24; 
2  says:  "There  shall   not   be  left    here   one   stone 

upon   another,   that   shall   not   be    thrown    down." 
That  this  prophecy  has  been   fulfilled  there  is  no 

doubt,  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  admitted  truth, 
we  now  have  in  this  church,  located  as  it  is,  on  dis- 

puted  ground,   the    following:    "Chapel    of    Mel- 
chisedec;  the  stone  of  anointment;  the  place  where 

the  women  stood   and  witnessed  the  anointment; 

the  chapel  of  the  sepulchre;  first  and  second  seats 
of  the   Patriarchs    of    Jerusalem;    the    prison    of 
Christ;   the   place  where   his   raiment  was  parted; 
the  place  where  he  was  derided;  the  post  to  which 
he  was  tied  while  being  scourged;  the  place  where 
the  cross   was   found;  where  the  cross  was  raised 
and   the   hole   in   which   it   stood;   where    he   was 
nailed  to  the  cross;  and  a  large  number  of  other 

places,— forty  in  all,— that  are  pointed  out  as  being 
holy  and   sacred    spots.    There    are    little    chap- 

els, nooks  and  corners,  and  in   many  of  them  can- 
dles  are   burning   day  and   night.     Back  of  them 

and   around  them  are  images  of  Christ,  the  holy 
family,  pictures,  crucifixes,  etc.,  which  adds  great- 

ly  to   the   solemnity   of  the  places  to  those  who 
believe,   of  whom   there   are   many.     Indeed,   their 
zeal  is  marvelous,  though  without  knowledge.     In 
this   church   the   Greek   Christians,   the   Latins   or 
Roman   Catholics;  the   Copts   and   the  Armenians 

'o  orjalLj^ll  worshipj  and  each  sect  nave  tneir  own  and  sep- 

rjest  "0/  'a'rate  Vpar'tmeht'  for   worship,  'whYTe~"some    bT'tKe 

At  this  point  we  may  as  well  tell  you  that  it  is 

made  obligatory  upon  every  Mohammedan,  during 

his  life,  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  Those 
that  cannot  or  are  not  able,  must  at  least  make  an 

effort  to  do  so,  as  their  hope  of  entering  Paradise 

depends  on  having  made  this  pilgrimage.  All  who 

have  made  the  journey  wear  a  white  turban  wound 

around  their  fez,  so  that  they  are  always  known, 

and  the  greater  part  of  them  have  been  there. 

Another  legend, — to  them  a  sacred  truth, — 
and  we  are  done  with  this  part  of  the  story.  In 
front  of  the  north  entrance  there  is  let  into  the 

ground  a  slab  of  jasper,  into  which  Mohammed 
drove  nineteen  golden  nails.  A  nail  falls  out  at  the 

end  of  every  epoch,  and  when  they  are  all  gone  the 

end  of  the  world  will  come.  One  day  the  devil 
succeeded  in  destroying  them  all  but  three  and  a 

half,  but  was  fortunately  detected  and  stopped  by 

an  angel.  These  three  and  a  half  are  still  there, 

and  we  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  them.  How 
soon  these  will  drop  out  is  not  known,  but  they 
closely  watched. 

We  name  these  things  because  they  all  stand 

connected  with  the  "Holy  Mount,"  where  God  was 
pleased  to  come  and  there  dwell  in  his  Holy  Tem- 

ple, now  defiled  by  heathenism  and  idolatry,  thus 
showing  how  complete  is  the  desolation,  and  how 

fully  the  prophecy,  concerning  this  city,  has  been 
fulfilled. 

We  now  go  to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 

which  is  the  center  of  more  deception  and  bare- 
faced sham  than  any  other  spot  in  the  city  or  the 

world.  If  there  is  anything  that  disgusts  us  it  is 

sham  and  "  make  believe "  where  there  is  posi- 
tively nothing  certain  or  real,  so  that  what  we 

saw  here,  and  shall  try  to  tell,  was  not  an  inspi- 

more  sacred  places 
ope to  all    and    held 

story 

Here  is  where  the  saddest  part  of 

comes  in.  These  different  sects  are  all  represented 

as  being  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  are  represented 

to  the  other  part  of  the  world  as  being  Christians. 

And  yet  the  Turkish  Government  has  found  it 

absolutely  necessary  to  appoint  Mohammedan 

guards  and  place  them  in  different  positions  in 

this,  to  them,  holy  church,  for  the  purpose  of 

preserving  order  and  keeping  them  from  fighting 

and  killing  each  other  during  the  times  of  their 

worship.  So  deep-seated  is  their  hatred  towards 
each  other,  that  at  the  least  provocation  they 

would  fight  each  other  unto  blood  and  death,  and 

to  avoid  this,  these  heathen  guards  are  standing 

around  with  bayonetted  gun  and  a  sword  dangling 

at  their  sides.  How  long  can  it  be  supposed  it 
will  take  such  Christianity  to  convert  heathendom 

to  the  religion  of  Christ?  No  wonder  that  before 

such  people  the  Banner  of  Christ, — of  peace, — is 
made  to  trail  in  the  dustl 

While  we  were  standing  in  the  place  called  the 
Prison  of  Christ,  a  Greek  came  in  and  knelt  down 

to  worship.  While  he  was  in  the  act  of  his  devo- 

tion, a  Copt  came  in  for  the  same  purpose.  The 

place  is  small  and  narrow,  and  when  the  Copt  saw 
his  Greek  brother,  he  at  once  turned  his  back 

towards  him  and  stood  there  till  the  Greek  was 

through.  As  the  Greek  arose  from  prayer  he  saw 

the  Copt  standing  back  of  him,  and  the  look  he 

gave  him  was  that  of  a  fiend,  rather  than  a  Chris- 

tian. He  then  passed  out  and  the  Copt  knelt 

down  on  the  same  spot  to  pray.  O,  how  little  of 

the  Spirit  of  the  Blessed  Christ  is  here  in  this  pro- 

fessedly Holy  Temple!  The  place  is  full  of  so- 

called  sacred  relics,  pictures,  paintings,  crucifix- 

es and  altars  lighted  up  with  burning  candles,  but 

to  tell  you  about  them,  we  feel,  would  be  neither 
interesting  nor  edifying.    Therefore  we  turn  away 
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from  all  of  it,  feeling  to  thank  God  that  though 
the  places  once  made  sacred  by  the  presence  of 
his  dear  Son,  are  now  polluted  by  that  which  is 
worse  than  heathen  idolatry,  yet  Christ  has  a 

church  and  a  people  who  delight  to  worship  him  in 

spirit  and  in  truth,  and  in  temples  unadorned  by 
these  useless  and  idolatrous  attractions. 

We  now  go  to  the  synagogues  of  the  Jews.  The 

most  of  these  are  common-place  buildings  with 
but  little  pretensions  to  style  or  architectural  beau- 

ty, and  the  matter  of  comfort  is,  seemingly,  en- 

tirely overlooked.  One  of  those  visited,  and  that, 

during  their  service,  was  quite  ancient  in  appear- 

ance. The  enclosure  is  not  very  large,  especially 

the  part  devoted  to  worship.  In  the  main  building 

the  ceiling  is  quite  high  but  unadorned.  The  part 
in  which  the  men  worship  is  partly  seated  and  has 

a  pulpit  or  stand  in  the  center.  During  worship, 

the  priest,  or  rabbi,  stands  in  this  place  to  read  the 
Law.  Also,  a  number  of  others  crowd  into  this 

place  to  do  their  reading,  as  all,  from  the  small 

boys  up,  have  their  Hebrew  Bibles,  and  either  read 

in  concert,  or  have  responsive  readings.  The  plat- 
form is  three  feet  high,  and  as  our  party  entered, 

we  were  invited  forward,  and  also  up  into  this  pul- 

pit that  we  might  see  the  roll  of  law,  and  how  the 
reading  is  done.  As  seeing  and  hearing,  on  this 

occasion,  was  our  purpose,  we  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, and  took  a  place  with  the  Rabbis,  and 

looked  upon  the  roll  unfolding  and  folding  as  it 

was  read.  Anywhere  else,  the  manner  of  reading 

would  have  been  quite  amusing,  as  the  whole  of 

the  exercises  are  quite  formal  and  devoid  of  ear- 
nestness and  the  spiritual.  The  service  is  without 

system  or  order,  some  standing,  some  sitting,  the 

boys  walking  around  through  the  congregation 

and  kept  from  outright  rudeness  by  receiving  an 
occasional  reprimand,  and  sometimes  a  slap  from 

a  father's  hand.  The  most  imposing  part  of  the 

ceremony  is  the  folding  of  the  roll  of  law,  care- 

fully placing  it  in  a  fine  and  embroidered  sack  or 

covering,  and  then  carrying  it  away.  This  is  done 

by  the  Rabbis,  and  as  it  is  passed  from  hand  to 

hand  through  the  congregation,  it  is  reverently 

kissed,  while  the  audience  is  reciting  parts  of  the 

law  and  showing  other  indications  of  religious  fer- 

vor. Finally  it  is  taken  by  two  of  the  Rab- 

bis and  borne  to  the  Holy  Place.  This  ends  the 

meeting,  and,  without  any  formal  service,  the  con- 

gregation goes  out. 

During  all  this  time,  the  women  have  been  en-
 

tertaining themselves,  some  of  them  by  looking 

down  through  the  latticed  partition,  at  the  c
on- 

gregation below,  and  others,  perhaps,  in  keeping 

order  among  the  female  children.  While  we  w
ere 

impressed  with  the  fact  of  being  in  the  synagogu
e 

when  the  Law,  held  sacred  by  the  fathers, 
 was 

read,  we  were  not  much  edified  with  the  re
ligious 

character  of  the  services. 

The  Jews,  on  the  whole,  as  seen  in  J
erusalem, 

are  a  Christless,  degenerate  and  enfeebl
ed-looking 

class  of  people,— spiritually  blind,  and  part
ially  so 

physically.  Poor  and  faded-looking  e
yes,  espe- 

cially of  the  children,  half  closed,  and  eye-wi
nkers 

pasted  together  by  running  matter  
from  soreness 

or  filthiness,— not  sure  which— perhaps  th
e  latter, 

as  they  look  as  if  they  never  had  bee
n  washed, 

either  face  or  clothes.  We  are  sorry  to  say  it
,  but 

from  what  we  saw  we  found  them  to  be,  as 
 a  class, 

the  filthiest  people  in  the  city.  They  are  not
  only 

this,  but  they  are  also  a  rejected  people  an
d  do 

not  enjoy  the  privileges  and  immunit
ies  of  the 

city,  that,  of  all  cities,  is  most  dear  to  the
m.  On 

the  Temple  Platform,  the  place  where  
their  own 

temple  stood  as  the  matchless,  sacred  a
nd  holy 

place  of  God,  they  are  not  allowed  to  se
t  a  foot. 

The  nearest  they  are  allowed  to  approach 
 it,  is 

what  is  now  called  and  known  as  the  "
Jews'  Wail- 

ing Place." 

As  we  were  anxious  to  see  the  place  a
nd  witness 

the  wailing,  at  several  times  we  were  there,  and 

though  the  custom  of  their  going  there  is  a 

strange  and  seemingly,  meaningless  one,  yet  there 

is  a  peculiarity  about  it  that  makes  it  interesting 

and  yet  very  sad.  The  place  of  wailing  is  on  the 
inside  of  the  wall,  southwest  from  the  Temple 
Place.  They  occupy  a  space  of  a  hundred  or  more 
feet.  Here  they  assemble  to  the  number  of  sev- 

eral hundred  for  the  purpose  of  weeping  over  the 
desolation  of  their  beloved  Zion.  They  stand  with 
their  faces  towards  the  wall  and  read  from  their 

Hebrew  Bibles,  sometimes  in  concert,  and  then 

each  one  will  read  alone.  And  as  they  read,  they 

show  great  demonstrations  of  grief.  Outbursts  of 

weeping  are  often  witnessed  and  the  tears  of  bit- 

terness are  seen  coursing  each  other  down  their 
cheeks. 

On  going  there  on  Friday  afternoon,  we  found 

already  gathered  there,  quite  a  crowd,  sever- 
al hundred  or  more  of  aged  men  and  women, 

weighted  down  with  the  burdens  and  toils  of  years, 

the  middle-aged,  young  men  and  women  in  the 
bloom  and  vigor  of  life,  and  even  children  down 

to  quite  a  tender  age,— the  Rabbis,  the  priests,— 
the  merchants  and  the  laborer,— of  different  cos- 

tumes and  nationalities,  all,  with  one  accord,  read- 

ing and  weeping  and  wailing  as  if  their  hearts 

would  break.  To  see  this  weeping  congregation 

is  a  touching  scene,  and  hard,  indeed,  is  the  heart 

that  is  not  touched  and  drawn  out  for  these  de- 

luded, yet  sincere  and  zealous  people.  And  as  we 
beheld  them  in  their  devotions  we  were  made  to 

say,  O,  when  will  the  stone  be  rolled  away,  the 

blindness  be  removed,  and  the  sweet  light  of  the 

Christ  Gospel  shine  into  their  dark  and  benighted 

hearts!  To  them  first  came  the  offered  blessings, — 

peace  and  life.  But  they  rejected  all, — turned 
away,  and  the  desolation  and  darkness  followed. 
Thev  may  weep  and  wail,  but  peace  and  prosperity 
will   not  return   until   they  cease    »....      

against  the  True  Light,  and  accept  the  Prince  of 

Peace.  Many  of  them  seem  to  have  their  special 

places,  where  they  stand  at  the  wall;  and  in  the 

cracks  and  crevices  nails  are  driven,  having  ref- 

erence, we  suppose,  to  the  confession  of  Ezra  (9: 

8),  "And  now  for  a  little  space,  grace  hath  been 

shown  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to  leave  us  a  rem- 

nant to  escape,  and  to  give  us  a  nail  in  the  Holy 

Place,  that  our  God  may  enlighten  our  eyes,  and 

give  us  a  little  reviving  in  our  bondage." 
As  we  witnessed  this  people  bewailing  their  loss, 

the  thought  came  to  us,  How  weak  is  human  judg- 

ment, how  uncertain  is  human  sight,  and  how  very 

benighted  is  the  soul  without  the  illumination  of 

the  Divine  Light!  O,  can  it  be  that  this  people 

cannot  see,  will  not  believe  and  accept  that  for 

which  their  souls  are  hungering  and  thirsting? 

Yes,  it  can  be,  and  how  much  better  are  we  who 

are  living  in  the  full  blaze  of  the  light  of  the  Gos- 

pel of  Christ? To  the  looker-on  the  scene  is  one  that  awakens 

much  thought.  As  we  look  at  the  old  wall,  we 

think  of  the  years  that  have  come  and  gone,  of  the 

changes  that  have  taken  place,  the  earnest  expec- 

tation of  this  people  and  their  disappointments, 

and  yet  their  hoped-for  King  does  not  come,  still, 

the  iron  heel  of  oppression  weighs  down  upon 

them  and  they  are  in  bondage,  in  their  own  land 

and  in  their  own  homes. 

As  the  Jews  have  always  been  an  interesting 

people  to  us,  we  made  repeated  visits  to  th
is 

"  wailing  place,"  that  we  might,  as  much  as  pos- 

sible, get  the  inside  life  of  it,  and  the  more  we  saw 

of  the  services  there  held,  the  more  we  were  im- 

pressed with  the  zeal  and  sincerity,  and  believing 

as  they  do,  we  cannot  but  sympathize  with  them, 

feeling  assured  that  their  looked-for  King,  and 

their  long-desired  restoration  cannot  come  until 

the  Gentile  fulfillment  is  completed,  and  the  dark- 

ness from  their  own  eyes  be  rolled  away.    H.  B.  B, 

•ESSAYS,- 

Tunt,  "  My  Failk  Loots  Up  to  Thee." 
Savior,  on  bended  knee 

My  soul  looks  up  to  Thcc; 

O,  hear  me,  Lord. 

O  may  Thy  love  divine 
III  nil  its  beauty  shine 

And  tune  my  heart  to  Thine 
In  sweet  accord. 

Jesus,  Thou  mighty  One, 

From  heaven's  throne  look  dowrr,. 
My  Gracious  King; 

Upon  the  cruel  tree 
Thy  blood  was  shed  for  me 
That  I  might  ransomed  be 

From  death  and  sin. 

While  on  life's  rugged  way, 
Attend  my  steps  I  pray; 

I  shall  not  doubt  or  fear 

If  only  Thou  be  near; 

O  let  Thy  presence  cheer 

And  when  my  race  is  run. 
When  I  am  welcomed  home, 

My  journey  o'er, 

There  my  inspired  tongue 
Shall  sing  the  sweet,  new  song; 

My  soul  shall  rest  at  home 

"  THE  LORD  OUR  R10.HTEOUSNESS."-Jer.  33:  6. 

BY  S.  N.  M'CANN. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin; 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." — 2 
Cor.  S:  12. 

Man  is  Absolutely  Righteous  Only  by  God's  Plan, 
Fcri~  l-.,«tl,  I'iY.lcslinatcd,  I'.latfl  to  Ki^llteousness^^ 

stand  justified  in  his  sight,  hence  he  foreordained 

that  Christ  should  be  man's  righteousness.  God 
predestinated  that  all  who  should  be  saved,  must  be 
saved  upon  the  merit  of  Christ,  and  not  upon  the 

merit  of  their  own  works.  It  is  according  to  elec- 
tion and  not  according  to  works  that  we  stand. 

Take  away  the  great  doctrine  of  election,  foreordi- 
nation  and  predestination,  and  we  all  go  down 
without  one  ray  of  hope.  This  is  the  only  hopeful 
doctrine;  take  it  away  and  we  must  be  saved  upon 
the  merit  of  our  works  if  saved  at  all.  If  we  want 

to  get  rid  of  this  doctrine  we  must  cut  out  one 

verse  from  every  ten  in  the  New  Testament.  None 

can  be  saved  except  God's  own  elect.  All  others 

are  predestined,  foreordained,  as  a  class,  to  eternal 
damnation.  It  is  by  predestinatk 

tion,  by  election  that  we  stand,  a 

of  righteousness  which  wc  can  do, 
done.  "  Hath  not  the  potter 

of  the  same  lump  to  make  one 
and  another  unto  dishc 

>n,  by  foreordina- nd  not  by  works 
r  that  we  have ;r  over  the  clay, 

ssel  unto  honor, 

Rom.  9:  21.  If  sal- 
vation were  a  matter  of  works,  the  making  or  shap- 

ing of  a  vessel  would  not  be  the  work  of  the  potter 

that  moulds  the  clay.  But  since  salvation  depends 

upon  election,  not  upon  works,  it  is  the  work  of  the 

potter,  and  clay  of  the  same  lump  is  moulded  to 

honor  or  to  dishonor  by  divine  foreordination. 

To  illustrate;  The  good  moral  man  and  the 

Christian  stand  upon  the  same  plane  as  relates  to 

works.  They  are  both  honest,  truthful,  benevo- 
lent, virtuous,— clay  of  the  very  same  lump,  but 

one  goes  to  hell  and  the  other  to  heaven.  "So, 
then,  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that 

runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth  mercy."  Rom.  9: 
16. 

If  it  were  a  matter  of  works,  it  would  be  a  matter 

of  him  that  willeth  and  of  him  that  runneth,  but 

since  it  is  not  of  works,  but  of  grace,  it  is  of  God 

that  showeth  mercy.  The  moral  man  is  doomed 

without  the  blood  of  Christ,  hence  far  from  God, 

that  showeth  mercy,— holding  out  to  him  a  city  of 

refuge,  a  free  salvation,  an  elect  household,  a  fore- ordained substitute, 
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The  Christian  falls,  all  covered  with  condemna- 

tion, it  measured  upon  the  merit  of  his  works,  but 

when  measured  upon  the  merit  of  Christ,  his  sub- 

stitute, he  stands  justified.  It  is  of  God,  the  Divine 

potter,  that  showeth  mercy,  and  not  of  him  that 

willeth.  "  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all 

spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ:  Ac- 
cording as  he  hath  chosen  us  in  him,  before  the 

foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy 

and  without  blame  before  him  in  love;  having  pre- 

destinated us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Je- 

sus Christ  to  himself,  according  to  the  good  pleas- 

ure of  his  will."  Eph-.  I!  3-5.  God's  children  are 
chosen  to  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  the 

foundation  of  the  world,  placed  in  this  state  by 

God's  own  predestined  plan,  and  not  by  anything 
that  they  can  do  or  have  done.  We  cannot  stand 
without  absolute  holiness,  absolute  righteousness, 

and  this  is  obtained  only  by  "being  predestinated 
according  to  the  purpose  of  him  who  workcth  all 

things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will."  Eph. 
1:  11. 

We  can  "be  holy  and  without  blame"  only  by 
the  plan  of  God  "who  hath  saved  us,  and  called 
us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  works, 
but  according  to  his  own  purpose  and  grace,  which 

was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  be- 

gan." 2  Tim.  1:  9.  None  can  stand  but  God's  own 
elect;  all  others  will  be  lost.  God's  children  stand 
"  elect  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of  God,  the 
Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto 

obedience  and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesu- 

Christ."     1  Pet.  1:  2. 

They  stand  elect,  not  because  of  any  special 
foreordination  to  them  as  individuals,  but  because 

they  have  accepted  God's  own  predestined  plan  by 
which  a  man  is  made  to  stand,  "holy  and  blame- 

less." God  foresaw  that  man  could  never  waik  up 
to  a  perfect  standard,  therefore  he  predetermined 
to  offer  a  Perfect  Substitute,  Chkist  our  Right- 

eousness, to  every  one  who  would  receive<ihe  pift. 
mi  (ntu  ticctpi    iW   b,.<   ^    ̂ ,,.1.1    according   to 
the  foreknowledge  of  God.  God  foresaw  that 
none  could  be  saved  by  works;  therefore,  in  his 
great  mercy,  he  predestinated  a  plan  by  which  all 
could  be  holy,  all  could  be  righteous,  by  which 

every  man  can  stand  as  one  of  God's  own  elect. 
"We  are  bound  to  give  thanks  ahvay  to  God  for 
you,  brethren  beloved  of  the  Lord,  because  God 

hath  from  the  beginning  chosen  you  to  salvation 
through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of 
the  truth:  Whcreunto  he  called  you  by  our  gospel, 
to  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus 

Christ."     2  Thess.  2:  13,  14. 
God  calls  all  men  by  his  Word,  by  his  servants, 

by  the  all-pervading  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
but  only  those  who  heed  the  call  and  accept 
Christ  as  their  righteousness,  ever  become  his  own 

elect.  Whenever  a  man  becomes  a  child  of  God, 

it  is  not  the  man's  willing  that  constitutes  him  a 
child;  nevertheless  no  man  can  become  a  child  un- 

til he  wills  to  become  one,  and  there  is  no  man  with 

Gospel  privileges,  but  what  may  become  an  elect 

child  of  God.  "And  we  know  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpose.  For 
whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did  predestinate  to 
be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he 
might  be  the  firstborn  among  many  brethren. 
Moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also 
called:  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified: 
and  whom  he  justified,  them  he  also  glorified." 
Rom  8:  28-30. 
God  calls  all  men  but  only  those  who  heed  the 

call  and  give  their  love  to  God  "are  the  called 
ACCORDING  TO  HIS    PURPOSE." 

Not  one  of  this  class  is  saved  because  he  wills 
to  be  saved,  and  yet  not  one  of  them  could  be 
saved  if  he  did  not  will  to  be  saved.  Any  man 
may  put  himself  into  this  class  if  he  wills  to  do  so. 
There  is  not  one  of  the  class  that  is  there  without 
God's  call,  and  not  one  of  the  class  but  what  heed- 

ed the  call  and  thereby  became  one  of  the  elect, 
one  of  the  called  according  to  God's  purpose. 
Men  are  adopted  into  the  class  after  they  heed  the 

call  and  not  before.  When  men  heed  the  call  of 

God  and  give  him  their  love  they  are  numbered 

with  the  elect.  "  What  shall  we  then  say  to  these 
things?  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us? 
He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 

up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely 

give  us  all  things?  Who  sha'l  lay  anything  to  the 

charge  of  God's  elert?  It  is  God  that  justifieth." 
Rom.  8:  31-33-  Whoever  stands  saved  stands  so 
because  he  has  cut  loose  from  self,  and  be- 

cause he  has  accepted  God's  foreordained  sub- 
stitute, the  predestined  righteousness  of  all  the 

elect  saints. 

Bvidgewater,  Va. 

SATURDAY  OR  SUNDAY-  WHICH? 

BY   G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

Seventh-day  Baptists,  Adventists,  and  Sabbata- 
rians of  all  shades  and  types  pretend  that  the 

keeping  of  the  first-  day  of  the  week  (commonly 
called  Sunday),  instead  of  the  seventh,  known  as 

Saturday,  is  an  invention  of  the  Roman  Catholic 

Church,  and  that  Protestants  cannot  prove  its  ob- 
servation from  the  Bible,  but  only  through  the 

written  or  unwritten  tradition  of  the  corrupt  Church 
of  Rome. 

To  this  we  say  that  Sunday  is  mentioned  hi  tlie 
New  Testament,  and  that  it  was  already  kept 

and  hallowed  in  the  times  of  the  holy  apostles. 
1.  In  Rev.  1;  10.  we  find  a  special  name  given  to 

the  first  day  of  the  week.  John  calls  it  "  the  Lords 

Day."  In  Acts  20:7  we  are  told  that  Paul  re- 
mained seven  days  in  Troas,  and  that  on  the  first 

day  of  the  week  the  disciples  came  together  to 
break  bread.  The  same  apostle  wrote  to  the 

Corinthians  (1  Cor.  16;  2),  "Upon  the  first  day 
of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in 

store,  as  God  hath  prospered  him."  .  .  .  Al- 
though these  words  do  not  directly  imply  that 

public  services,  as  we  understand  them,  were  held -..  ouimij,  yet  tliey  seem  to  indicate  that  the 

first  day  of  the  week  was  already  a  holy  day,  and 

that  deeds  of  charity  were  considered  as  particu- 
larly expedient  on  that  day.  Heb.  10:  25  shows 

that  the  early  Christians,  at  the  time  the  epistle 
was  written,  had  already  special  meeting  days, 
and  (from  all  the  above-mentioned  passages),  that 
the  keeping  of  Sunday  commenced  in  the  very 
time  of  the  apostles. 

2.  Others  still  are  endeavoring  to  prove  that  the 
change  of  Saturday  to  Sunday  was  a  heathen  institu- 

tion dating  from  the  days  of  Emperor  Constantine  about 
A.  D.  320.  But  we  challenge  any  of  our  op- 

ponents, who  affirm  that  Sunday  was  the  chief 
holiday  of  paganism,  to  adduce  a  single  passage, 
from  either  a  heathen  or  Roman  author,  which 
speaks  of  a  weekly  holiday  in  honor  of  the  sun, 
whether  among  the  Romans  or  pagans.  The 
Romans  had  an  am.ual  holiday  in  honor  of  the 
sun,  but  not  a  weekly  one.  It  always  fell  on  Dec. 
25,  which  now  commemorates  the  nativity  of  Christ. 

3.  Others  declare  that  the  change  of  the  day  of 
rest,  from  Saturday  to  Sunday,  constitutes  a  flagrant violation  of  the  law  of  God.  To  this  we  answer 
that  in  the  Decalogue  it  is  not  stated  what  day  of the  week  must  be  kept  as  the  seventh.  We  work  six 
consecutive  days  and  rest  on  the  seventh  (Sunday) 
and  thus  faithfully  keep  the  fourth  commandment. 
Will  those  who  say  that  we  transgress  it,  please  state 
in  what  manner  we  do  so?  The  Sabbath  was  a 
shadowy,  transient,  typical  thing,  made  for  man  and 
not  man  for  it.  Hence,  why  so  much  Puritanical 
over-precision  for  a  "  slrndow  of  things  to  come  "  ? 

4.  Christianity  bases  the  keeping  of  Sunday  on the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  who  rose  from  the 
dead  on  the  first  day  of  the  Jewish  week.  It  is 
worth  our  consideration  to  mark  that  the  four 
evangelists  point  out  very  exactly  the  day  of  our 
Lord's  resurrection,-a  thing  which  does  not  oc- cur in  as  many  important  events  of  the  life  of  our 
Savior,  viz.,  his  birth,  baptism,  transfiguration,  etc., 
—the  Holy  Spirit  thus  making  the  day  precious and  memorable  to  the  followers  of  the  crucified 
;«sus,     It   is,   no  doubt,   for  this   reason   that  the 

primitive  church  has  held  her  religious  meetings 
on  that  day,  and  that  the  Christians  of  subsequent 

ages  have  followed  this  apostolic  example  until 

now. 
Punctilious  Sabbatarians  must  not  forget  that 

St.  Paul  absolutely  rejected  the  Sabbath  day  with 

circumcision.     Gal.  4:  10;  5:  2-6;  Col.  2:  16,  17. 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

UNIFORMITY  IN  DRESS. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

The  design  of  dress  is  two-fold,  (1)  expediency; 

(2)  comfort. Expediency  should  ever  lead,  and  should  never 
be  set  aside  by  comfort,  else  the  cross  will  be  of 
none  effect.  The  thoughtful  Bible  student  will 
at  once  see  the  force  of  this  principle.  But  more 

of  this  later  on. 
Man  is  a  compound  being,  consisting  of  spirit, 

soul  and  body.  "  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit, 
and  soul,  and  body,  be  preserved  blameless  unto 

the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."     1  Thess. 

5:  23- 

The  prayer,  "The  very  God  of  peace  sanciify 

you  wholly,"  refers  to  this  ENTIRE  being.  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  to  affect  the  whole  man. 

"  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  leaven, 
which  a  woman  took,  and  hid  in  three  measures 

of  meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened."  The  term 
"three"  is  not  used  for  naught  by  Christ  in  this 
parable.  Godliness  has  a  form,  and  this  form  will 
manifest  itself  in  the  spirit,  soul,  and  body.  The 

body  is  inert;  it  cannot  move  itself.  It  can  only 
move  as  affected  by  the  mind.  Every  word  is  an 

index  of  the  mind.  Every  act  is  an  index  of  the 
mind.  Satan  may  imitate  to  deceive  and  destroy, 

but  his  hypocrisy  can  never  annul  this  principle. 

The  sheep  will  ever  have  their  clothing,  no  differ- 
ence how  many  wolves  assume  their  clothing  to 

deceive  anddcvuui.  Lei  ilic  unbeliever  remember 
tins  uuili  when  he  brings  up  his  carcass  of  formal- 

ists and  hypocrites  to  offset  this  principle.  The 

body  being  only  matter,  and  therefore  inert,  can 
only  be  affected  by  the  mind.  Would  we  have 
a  sameness  of  action,  we  must  have  a  sameness 

of  mind.  Would  we  have  a  oneness  of  action, 

we  must  have  a  oneness  of  mind.  Uniformity  of 
mind  will  ultimately  bring  about  uniformity  of 
actions.  Does  the  Bible  teach  this  sameness,  one- 

ness and  uniformity  of  mind?  The  universal 

answer  will  be,  It  certainly  does.  "  Be  of  the 

same  mind."  Rom.  12:16;  Phil.  4:2.  "  Be  of  one 
mind."  2  Cor.  13:  11;  1  Pet.  3:8.  Read  carefully 
John  17.  In  this  line  we  have  "  precept  upon  pre- 

cept, precept  upon  precept;  line  upon  line,  line 
upon  line;  here  a  little  and  there  a  little."  Isa. 
28:  10.  Says  one,  How,  then,  would  you  harmonize 
this  with  the  following:  "  Many  men  of  many 

minds  "  ? The  degeneracy  of  the  human  mind  accounts 
for  all  this.  To  bring  about  a  oneness  of  mind, 
there  must  be  a  renewing  of  the  mind.  This  re- 

newing of  the  mind  will  bring  about  a  transforma- 
tion of  the  entire  man.  Rom.  12: 2,  "  Be  not 

conformed  to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  mind."  Form  is  the  shape 
of  anything,  to  distinguish  from  the  material.  To 
be  conformed-  to  the  world  is  to  be  like  it  in  char- 

acter, manners,  form,  etc.  To  be  transformed  is 
to  be  changed  in  character,  manners,  life,  form, 
etc.  If  the  mind  is  to  be  renewed,  then  we  must 
necessarily  have  a  model.  This  model  we  have 
in  Christ.  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was 
also  in  Christ  Jesus."  Philpp.  2:  5.  "  We  have  the 
mind  of  Christ."  1  Cor.  2:  16.  If  we  are  trans- 

formed by  the  renewing  of  our  minds,  then  we 
"may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable, and  perfect  will  of  God." 

We  have  said  our  actions  are  an  index  of  the 
mind.  When  we  dress  our  bodies,  we  act.  Uni- 

formity of  mind  will  bring  about  uniformity  of 
action.  Therefore  uniformity  of  mind  will  Ulti- 

mately bring  about  uniformity  in  dress.  God's 
Word  contains  God's  thoughts.  By  his  Word  we may  know  when  we  have  the  mind  of  Christ. 
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uely,  or  expedient, 
when  churches  were 

.id  that  women  then 

Of   this   CHASTITY. 

We  have  said  that  the  design  of  dress  ,=, 
pediency  and  comfort.  By  "expediency"  we  here mean  that  which  is  profitable,  conducive  to  advan- 

tage, fit  or  proper;  or,  if  you  pleasei  «C0MELY" 
Apply  this  rule  to  the  head-dress,  referred  to  by Paul  in  I  Cor.  11:6,  and  what  have  we?  The  veil 
was  generally  used  by  women   in  the   East   as   a 
Sign    Of     CHASTITY,      MODESTY     and     SUBJECTION.      It 
was  an  emblem  of  maiden  modesty  before  men, 
(see  Gen.  24:65);  an  emblem  of  conjugal  chastity 
and  subjection.     See  Gen.  20:  16  and  Num.  5:  18. This  was  especially  true  of  Jewish  women.  How- 

ever comfortable  it  would  have  been  for  women 
to  appear  unveiled,  or  uncovered,  in  time  of  pub- 

lic worship  at  Corinth,  in  time  of  Paul's  writing, 
it  would  not  have  been  "coi 
But  how  was  it  in  America 
first  organized  here?  It  is  ss 

wore  some  sort  of  a  cap  as  a  s 
modesty  and  subjection.  Hence  th> 

pediency,  or  comeliness,  was  applied  by  most  of 
churches  then.  Would  it  have  been  comely,  or 
expedient,  then  and  there,  for  women  to  appear 
otherwise  in  public  worship?     * 

The  use  of  carpets  in  Brethren's  houses,  and 
the  wearing  of  boots  by  brethren,  were  once  con- 

sidered inexpedient;  and  they  were.  Has  the 
Word  changed?  No.  The  careful  reader  will 

know  how  to  apply  this  principle.  This  principle 
forbids  all  adorning  of  the  body.  Adorning  the 
body  is  of  no  advantage.  It  is  not  profitable.  To 
adorn  is  to  decorate,  to  embellish,  to  put  on  ad- 

juncts for  display  or  show,  and  thus  beautify  or 

make  attractive.  "  Whose  adorning  let  it  not  be 
that  outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and 

of  wearing  of  gold,  or  of  putting  on  of  apparel." 
I  Pet.  3:3. 

When  a  mother  plaits  the  hair  of  her  children 

for  comfort  and  advantage,  she  merely  dresses  the 

children  according  to  the  rule  of  expediency. 
She  does  not  adorn  their  heads.  Such  plaiting 
the  hair  is  not  forbidden.  But  should  she  add  ad- 

juncts, and  in  any  way  embellish  or  decorate  to 
make  attractive,  then  she  adorns  in  so  doing,  and 
violates  this  rule  of  Paul  and  Peter. 

The  same  rule  applies  in  the  wearing  of  gold. 

Wearing  of  gold  buttons,  charms,  watch-cases  and 
chains,  finger-rings,  breastpins,  etc.,  all  fall  in  line 
of  adorning,  and  are  forbidden.  But  how  about 

"  putting  on  of  apparel  "  ?  Apparel  is  clothing. 
To  clothe  or  dress  our  bodies  with  apparel  for 

comfort  and  expediency  is  our  duty.  But  to 

adorn  our  bodies  in  putting  on  apparel  is  positive- 

ly forbidden.  The  Brethren's  advice  on  the  dress 
i  always  been  in  line  with  this  rule, 
nembers  may  differ  now  and  then  as 

ire  unneces-ary  adjuncts  to  apparel, 
differ    where    the    line    of    necessary 

question  ha 
Individual  1 

to  what  a: 
They 

clothing  ends,  and  the  line  of  unnecessary  adorn- 
ing begins. 

What,  then,  is  the  Gospel  rule  to  secure  that 

sameness,  or  oneness  of  mind,  in  all  these  things? 

We  twice  read,  "  In  the  multitude  of  counsellors 

there  is  safety."  Prov.  11:14;  24:6-  Read  also 

Prov.  15:22.  This  rule  Christ  taught  in  Matt. 

18:  17.  In  all  such  matters  each  individual  mem- 
ber is  to  hear  the  united  advice  of  the  church. 

The  apostles  observed  this  rule  in  forming  a  one- 
ness of  mind  on  matters  where  they  were  not  of 

one  mind.  Read  Acts  15.  In  Matt.  18  the  safe 

Bible  rule  is  taught.  In  Acts  15  it  is  beautifully 

exemplified.  If  each  individual  member  submits 

to  this  safe  Bible  rule,  there  will  be  a  oneness  of 

mind;' and  this  oneness  of  mind  will  bring  about 

a  oneness  of  action.  Apply  this  rule  to  the  dress 

question,  and  you  will  have  a  uniformity  in  dress. 

Let  us  illustrate:  Take  for  instance  the  collar 

on  the  brethren's  coat.  Some  considered  the  large 

collar  turned  down  as  merely  an  adornment.  Oth- 

ers thought  differently.  Hence  the  safe  rule  of 

the  Bible,  referred  to  above,  was  applied  and  a 

uniformity  of  mind  was  attained.  The  ultimat
e 

result  of  this  uniformity  of  mind  will  be  uniformity 

of  action.  What  a  wonderful  power  for  unanimity 

of  mind  the  above  safe  Bible  rule  has  been  to 

God's  peoplel^It  will  ever  be  so  when  Ps.  110:3 

will  be  their  characteristic.  "Thy  people  shall 
be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power." 

Says  one,  the  Bible  rule  of  non-adorning  the 
body  will  only  bring  about  plainness  of  dress.  We 
have  shown  by  fair  illustration  that  plainness  of 
dress,  as  brought  about  by  the  safe  B.ble  rule  of 
the  non-adornment  of  the  body,  will  bring  about uniformity  in  dress. 

We  have  been  strongly  urged  to  present  some 
thoughts  on  the  dress  question,  hence  the  above. 
One  dear  brother  writes  the  following:  "The  dress 
question  is  the  only  great  question  I  have  to  meet 
now,  and  I  meet  it  almost  daily."  We  know  how 
he  intends  the  word  "great"  to  be  understood. 
The  dear  brother  presents  the  following  critical 
questions:  (1)  "Should  a  member  who  is  strong 
in  every  doctrine  of  the  church,  except  in  the  uni- 

formity, be  held  as  a  member? "  By  all  means, 
if  he  is  susceptible  of  being  taught.  The  mission 
of  the  church  is  to  save,  and  not  to  destroy.  We 
are  saved  by  faith,  and  faith  cometh  by  hearing. 
Part  of  Christ's  great  commission  to  the  church  is, 
"teaching  them  to  observe  all  things."  The 
church  power  lies  in  "teaching."  Wherever  she 
fails  in  this,  her  mission  is  a  failure.  (2)  "  If  such 
a  member  should  be  admonished  and  borne  with 

for  a  time,  should  he  or  she  be  admitted  to  the 

Communion?  If  not,  please  explain  the  Scripture, 

"  If  ye  eat  not,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  It  is  bet- 
ter not  to  eat,  than  to  eat  with  offense.  However, 

this  question  has  so  many  bearings  that  it  will 
not  do  to  answer  it  with  an  affirmative  or  negative. 
The  Bible  rule  is  the  only  safe  one  here.  It  is 

found  in  Rom.  14.  The  summary  is  found  in 

Rom.  15:1-4.  If  this  rule  were  more  fully  under- 
stood and  observed  by  us  all,  there  would  be  more 

harmony  and  uniformity  in  all  things.  Let  none 
of  us  rest  in  the  illustrations  used  by  Paul,  and 
fail  to  apprehend  the  principle.  We  do  not  wish 
the  reader  to  make  a  hobby  of  the  body,  to  the 
neglect  of  the  spirit  and  soul.  The  careful  reader 
will  observe  that  we  labored  in  this  line  of  thought. 

HhYlniUi.  Dhisi 

To  indulge  the  money-getting  propensity  at  the 
expense  of  higher  and  nobler  feelings  will  tempt  s 
man  to  get  money  at  the  expense  of  his  fellows 
Such  is  sure  to  be  the  result  if  the  love  of  money  i: 
allowed  to  dominate  the  life.  The  Psalmist  says 

"  If  riches  increase  set  not  your  heart  upon  them." 
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Time. — Perhaps  early  autu 

long  after  last  lesson. 
Places.— Capernaum,  a  city  on  the  n< 

em  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  Nain, 

Galilean  village  about  twenty-two  miles  si 

from  Capernaum. 
Persons. — The  centurion,  his  servant,  the  eld- 

ers of  the  Jews,  the  people  of  Nain,  the  widow,  her 

son,  and  Jesus,  the  Great  Healer. 
Introductory. — After  the  close  of  the  Sermon 

on  the  Mount,  from  which  our  last  lesson  was 

taken,  Jesus  and  his  disciples  returned  to  Caper- 
naum, where  the  centurion's  servant  was  healed. 

From  here  they  set  out  on  their  second  mission- 

ary tour  through  Galilee,  and  while  on  this  jour- 

ney he  raised  the  widow's  son  at  Nain. 
I.  THE  MIRACLE  AT  CAPERNAUM. 

I.  Nearness  of  relation.  The  servant  of  the  cen- 
turion who  was  sick  was  one  "  who  was  dear  unto 

kirn!'  It  certainly  sreaks  well  for  this  centurion 
that  he  had  a  servant  who  was  dear  unto  him. 

The  relation  between  the  employer  and  the  em- 

ployed, the  master  and  the  servant,  is  not  always 
as  near  and  intimate  as  it  should  be.  He  whose 
vocation  makes  it  necessary  for  him  to  employ 

much  labor,  perhaps  has  no  greater  opportunity 

of  doing  good  than  in  the  exercise  of  a  proper  in- 
fluence over  those  in  his  employ.     At  any  rate  it 

is  well  to  remember  that  when  with  his  servants,  a 
man  needs  his  religion  as  much  as  at  any  other time. 

And  we  ought  to  be  reminded  here,  too,  that 
there  is  no  relation  in  life  so  near  and  dear,  so 
cherished  and  sacred,  but  that  sickness  and  death 

may  sever  it.  Let  all  our  relations  in  this  life  be 
sanctified  by  the  love  of  God.  Then,  when  death 
comes,  we  may  feel,  not  that  the  ties  are  forever 

broken,  but  that  we  merely  suffer  a  momentary 
separation  in  the  crossing  of  the  dark,  narrow 

stream,  and  that  we  shall  soon  again  be  brought 
together  in  a  sweet  and  perfect  and  everlasting  un- 

ion on  the  other  shore. 

2.  Jesus  sought  "  And  when  he  heard  of  Jesus, 
he  sent  unto  him."  There  are  not  enough  of  us 

that  go  to  Jesus  in  time  of  sickness.  The  centu-" 
rion  was  richly  blessed  by  his  sending  to  the  Mas- 

ter, and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  may  not  be 

blessed  under  similar  circumstances  to-day.  The 

Lord  says,  "Ask  and  ye  shall  receive."  "Is  any 
among  you  afflicted?  let  him  pray,"  says  James. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  sick  should  put  off 
their  praying  and  their  call  to  the  elders  for 

anointing  till  they  are  near  death's  door.  We 
need  not,  nor  should  we  wait  till  we  arc  dan- 

gerously sick,  but  it  is  our  privilege  to  come  at  any 
and  all  times.  And  to  stay  away  from  the  Lord 
when  we  might  come,  indicates  a  serious  lack  of 
faith  or  criminal  indifference  to  our  own  highest 

good. 

3.  The  ground  of  hope.  On  the  ground  of  what 
he  had  done  for  them,  the  centurion  now  hoped 
that  the  Jewish  elders  would  plead  his  case  before 

the  Lord.  And  they  did.  They  said  he  "was 

worthy."  The  man  who  never  goes  to  the  Lord 
except  when  he  is  in  trouble  can  hardly  expect  as 

much  as  he  whose  life  is  ever  full  of  good  works. 
Groans  and  petitions  are  not  enough  as  long  as 
there  is  any  occasion  for  gratitude  and  gifts. 

II.  THE  MIRACLE  AT  NAIN. 

1.  The  good  of  bereavement.     "When    the    Lord 

funeral  train,  so  far  as  the  record  shows,  there  was 

but  one  object  that  called  lorth  the  compassion  of 

the  Lord  and  led  to  the  bestowment  of  his  spe- 
cial blessing,— and  that  was  a  bereaved  mother. 

It  seemed  like  the  saddest  of  visitations  that  this 

poor  widow  should  lose  her  only  son;  but  had  it 
not  been  for  this,  perhaps  she  never  would  have 

come  in  personal  contact  with  the  Lord.  So  of- 
ten it  has  happened  since  that  time  that  some 

great  adversity,  sore  affliction  or  sad  bereavement 

has  brought  the  sufferer  into  a  more  sacred  near- 
ness with  Christ  than  he  had  ever  known  before. 

Let  us  not  chafe  too  much  under  the  heavy  yoke, 

or  sigh  and  complain  when  the  day  is  dark;  the 

Lord  may  be  near  and  about  to  bestow  an  un- 
looked-for blessing! 

2.  The  sting  of  death  removed.  "  He  that  was 
dead  sat  up."  "  God  hath  visited  his  people."  It 
was  almost  nineteen  hundred  years  ago  that  the 

Lord  Jesus  appeared  in  the  flesh,  moved  about 
among  men  and  proved  himself  the  resurrection 
and  the  life  by  the  performance  of  miracles  like 

the  one  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  this  les- 
son. And  so  long  ago  has  it  been  that  the  real 

significance  of  the  fact  is  in  a  great  measure  lost 
•sight  of  to-day.  We  may  rejoice,  and  ought  to 

rejoice,  as  much  in  the  power  of  Christ  over  death 
as  manifested  then,  as  did  the  people  of  his  own 

day.  He  hath  robbed  the  grave  of  its  victory  and 
death  of  its  sting,  and  that  for  all  time.  The 
Lord  in  spirit  stands  by  the  weeping  mothers  and 
wives,  and  broken-hearted  fathers  and  husbands, 

and  the  poor  orphans  of  this  generation,  and  bids 
them,  "Weep  not!"  Had  it  not  been  for  the  great 

Death-conqueror's  work  in  our  behalf,  the  human 
race  would  have  been  one  long  funeral  procession 
of  inconsolable  mourners.  But  now  the  world 

to  come  is  as  real  as  the  present.  Henceforth  let 
us  live  this  life  as  but  the  beginning  of  that  which 

is  without  end!  Verily,  "God  hath  visited  his 

people."  James  M.  Neff. Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Can  you  put  the  spider's  web  back  in  place 
That  once  has  been  swept  away? 

Can  you  put  the  apple  again  on  the  bough 

Which  fell  at  our  (cet  to-day? 

Can  you  put  the  lily-cup  back  on  Ihe  stem, 
And  cause  it  to  live  and  grow? 

Can  you  mend  the  bulterjly's  broken  wing 
That  you  crushed  with  a  hasty  blow? 

Can  you  put  the  bloom  again  on  the  grape, 
And  the  grape  again  on  the  vine? 

Can  you  put  the  dewdrops  back  on  the  flow; 
And  make  them  sparkle  and  shine? 

Can  you  put  the  petals  back  on  the  rose? 
If  you  could,  would  It  smell  as  sweet? 

Can  you  put  the  Rower  again  on  the  husk, 
And  show  me  the  ripened  wheat? 

Can  you  put  the  kernel  again  in  the  nut, 
Or  the  broken  egg  in  the  shell? 

Can  you  put  the  honey  back  in  the  comb. 

Can  you  put  the  perfume  back  in  the  vase 
When  once  it  has  sped  away? 

Can  you  put  the  corn  silk  back  on  the  corn, 
Or  down  on  the  catkins?    Say, 

You  think  my  questions  are  trifling,  dear? 
Letr ask! othei 

A  CASE  OF  YELLOW  FEVER. 

f  It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1872  that  myself  and 
my  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Margaret  Leitch,  left 
our  Vermont  home,  and,  taking  the  money  which 
we  had  earned  upon  the  old  farm,  went  South  and 
opened  schools  for  the  poor  freedmen.  My  sis- 

ters opened  a  day  school  and  a  night  school  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  where  they  taught  some 
two  hundred  pupils.  I  went  on  beyond  and 
opened  a  school  in  Warrenton,  teaching  a  day 
school  and  an  evening  school,  the  aggregate  at- 

tendance being  about  two  hundred.  The  need 
was  great,  the  people  were  utterly  ignorant,  the 
work  was  severe,  but  it  was  gladly  done  without 
pay  or  reward,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  his  poor.  ■ 
While  we  were  engaged  in  this  work,  in  the 

early  spring  of  1873,  the  yellow  fever  appeared  in 
Alexandria  and  raged  terribly.  It  was  required 
that  a  yellow  flag  be  displayed  from  every  house 
where  the  yellow  fever  was;  and  my  sisters  could 
stand,  and  from  their  schoolhouse  door  count  thirty of  time  yellow  flags,  which  told  of  the  dreaded 
ravages  of  the  terrible  disease.  Their  pupils  were 
coming  from  all  quarters,  and  it  would  seem  al- 

most impossible  for  the  teachers  to  escape  the dreadful  scourge;  but  they  prayed  and  trusted  and labored  on. 

My  school  was  kept  in  the  old  government  bar- 
racks, and  I  had  a  room  there  where  I  slept.  One 

morning  just  before  school-time,  a  messenger  came 
to  me  with  a  telegram   from   Alexandria,  inform- 

ing me  that  my  eldest  sister,  Mary,  was  taken  with 
the  yellow  fever,  and  requesting  me  to  come  at 
once.  The  telegram  had  been  received  some  time 

before,  yet  it  was  not  delivered  until  after  the  train 
llad gone;  and  when  I  inquired  why  the  telegram 
was  held  back,  the  operator  professed  not  to  know 

where  to  find  me, — a  statement  which  required 
some  faith  on  my  part  to  accept,  as  it  would  have 

probably  been  hard  to  find  another  person  in  town 

who  did  not  know  the  whereabouts  of  "the  nigger 
teacher."  But  the  train  was  gone,  and  there  was 
no  help  for  it;  and  there  was  no  other  train  until 
the  next  morning.  The  distance  to  Alexandria 
was  some  forty  or  fifty  miles,  the  roads  were  thick 
with  Virginia  mud,  and  there  was  nothing  I  could 
do  but  wait  and  pray. 

I  was  distressed  in  spirit,  and  went  down  to  the 

house  of  a  godly  colored  woman,  whom  I  knew  as 
an  earnest  Christian,  and  asked  her  to  join  with  me 

in  prayer  that  the  Lord  would  heal  my  sister.  We 
offered  up  our  united  petitions,  and  I  was  never 

given  faith  to  ask  for  any  temporal  thing  as  I 
was  to  ask  for  that.  We  plead  the  promises  of 
Christ,  and  believed  that  we  did  receive  the  things 
we  asked  for.  We  left  the  matter  then  with  the 

Lord.  Before  night  I  received  another  telegram 

stating  that  my  sister  was  well.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  Lord  healed  her  in  answer  to  prayer. 

That  sister  still  lives,  though  twenty  years  have 

passed  away,  and  now,  in  far-off  Ceylon,  superin- 
tends missionary  work  in  a  field  of  40,000  people. 

She  has  a  large  number  of  schools,  taught  by  ear- 
nest native  Christian  teachers,  and  is  still  holding 

forth  the  Word  of  Life,  in  that  dark  and  benighted 

THOUGHTS  FROM  THE  ORIENT. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

The  heart  will  always  have  something  to  wish 

for  and  something  to  regret,  until  Christ  has  blot- 
ted out  its  past  and  illumined  its  future. 

Self-denial  is  a  thing  that  is  most  admired  and 

the  least  practiced. 

If  I  knew  a  place  where  my  "old  man"  could 
not  follow  me,  there  would  I  pitch  my  tent. 

One  begins  to  be  something 
be  nothing. 

vhen  he  begins  to 

Persecution  has   done   more  to   propagate   the 
Gospel  than  all  the  preachers  combined. *  *  • 
Old  people  who  mercilessly  censure  and  con- 

demn the  pleasures  of  youth  must  be  compared  to 
a  selfish  traveler  who  disturbs  the  waters  of  a 
spring  after  he  has  quenched  his  thirst. 

If  young  people  must  remember  that  they  will 
grow  old  sometime,  old  people  must  not  forget 
that  they  were  once  young,  and  that  it  was  not  so 
easy  then  to  avoid  what  they  now  call  weaknesses 
and  vices. 

CHRISTIAN  DEVELOPMENT. 

BY  LENA  M.  WIEAND. 

As  there  are  different  degrees  of  perfection  in 
Christian  character,  so  there  are  different  means 
for  developing  Christian  character. 
The  character  that  develops  most  rapidly  and 

most  beautifully,  is  the  one  that  receives  the  sharp- 
est corrections  and  endures  the  severest  pangs. 

To  accept  gladly  these  chastisements  from  the 
hand  of  the  Master,  and  endure  them  unflinching- 

ly, reveals  but  the  true  spirit  of  Christian  charac- 
ter. 

When  suffering  follows  suffering,  and  disap- 
pointment follows  disappointment,  all  must  be  ac- 

cepted without  a  murmur.  The  Master-hand  deals 
out  in  love  what  his  wisdom  knows  is  best.  To 
know  this,  is  it  not  enough?  Sometimes,  but  not 
now,  we  shall  understand. 

Let  us,  therefore,  exercise  more  confiding  faith 

in  Omnipotent  Love,  and  trust 
send  us  what  he  will. 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 

sdom  to 

THE  BROKEN  TOMB. 

There  is  a  story  told  of  a  German  countess,  who 

was  a  skeptic,  that  before  her  death  she  gave  mi- 
nute directions  as  to  the  forming  of  her  tomb.  It 

was  to  be  solidly  built,  with  strong  iron  clasps  to 
hold  down  the  stone  slab  covering  to  the  parts  be- 

neath, and  on  the  slab  this  inscription  was  to  be 

placed:  "This  burial  place,  purchased  to  all  eter- 

nity, must  never  be  opened."  But  a  small  seed, 
which  had  chanced  to  fall  between  the  covering 

and  the  stone  it  rested  upon,  germinated  and 

grew.  The  expansive  power  of  its  growth,  con- 
tinued year  by  year,  in  time  broke  the  iron  clasps 

from  their  moorings,  and  finally  reduced  the  tomb 

itself  to  a  shapeless  ruin.  How  vain  are  the  at- 

tempts of  men  to  gainsay  God's  purposes!  He 
has  declared  in  his  Word  that  there  shall  be  a  res- 

urrection, and  in  his  own  appointed  time  a  resur- 
rection there  will  be,  despite  the  skepticisms  and 

unbelief  of  men. 

WHEN  WORK  FITS  WOMAN. 

Elevate  Domestic  Service  and  Check  the  Mad  Rush  of 
Girls  for  Business  Life. 

Edward  W.  Bok,  in  February  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  considers  editorially  "  When  Work  Fits 
Woman,"  a  text  under  which  he  enters  emphatic 
and  vigorous  protest  against  the  mad  rush  of  wom- 

en to  seek  employment  in  mercantile  and  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  article  is  evidently 

inspired  by  the  recent  public  utterances  of  one  of 
the  largest  employers  of  women  in  Pennsylvania, 
who,  in  raising  his  voice  against  this  evil,  asserts 

"  that  more  wrong  has  been  done  to  thousands  of 
girls  who  have  gone  into  our  commercial  houses 

than  the  world  dreams  of,"  and  urges  young  wom- 
en who  are  seeking  positions,  to  engage  as  domes- 

tics where  they  are  safe  from  danger,  where  their 
surroundings  would  be  elevating  and  congenial, 
and  in  a  field  which  greatly  needs  them. 

Mr.  Bok  emphasizes  these  utterances  and  goes 

farther,  saying:  "The  fact  cannot  be  disputed  that 
no  single  factor  in  modern  life  is  doing  so  much 
to  degenerate  our  young  womanhood  as  this  mad 

race  on  the  part  of  girls,  impelled  by  necessity  or 

not,  to  go  into  the  business  world.  These  may 
sound  like  strong  words  to  the  ears  of  some,  but 
to  those  who  are  really  cognizant  of  the  immen- 

sity of  the  evil  results  that  are  being  wrought, 
they  will  simply  fit  the  case  and  not  go  beyond  it. 
In  altogether  too  many  of  our  commercial  and  in- 

dustrial establishments,  stores  and  factories,  the 
men  into  whose  hands  is  given  the  power  to  em- 

ploy and  control  girls  are  not  fit,  from  a  moral 
standpoint,  to  herd  swine.  And  yet  thousands  of 
our  young  women  are  allowed  to  go  from  their 
homes  to  work  under  the  influence  of  these  men, 
and  in  the  atmosphere  vitiated  by  them.  And 
why?  Simply  because  it  is  considered  more  're- 

spectable' to  be  employed  in  an  office,  store  or factory,  than  to  be  engaged  in  domestic  service. 
The  very  word  'servant 'has  a  taint  about  it  that 
the  majority  of  young  women  dislike,  and  from 
which  they  flee.  But  what  else  are  they  in  busi- 

ness establishments  than  servants,  pure  and  simple? 
There  can  be  no  difference  but  an  imaginary  one. 
That  is  all.  Far  less  leniency  is  shown  in  our 
business  houses  to  women  employees  than  is 
shown,  as  a  rule,  in  our  homes  to  domestic  help,— 

infinitely  less." Mr.  Bok  further  argues  that  if  the  mistress 
would  seek  to  elevate  domestic  work,  to  treat  serv- 

ants with  greater  consideration,  and  to  have  the 
daughters  of  the  family  show  some  active  interest 
and  participation  in  household  work,  better,  more 
intelligent  and  more  reliable  women  would  be  at- 

tracted to  the  kitchens  of  our  homes,  and  the  de- 
structive rush  of  young  girls  to  work  in  stores, 

counting-houses  and  factories,  would  be  largely 
checked,  and  a  modern  evil  to  a  great  extent  cur- 
tailed. 
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THE  GOSPEL  BIRD. 

On  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  especially  in  Liberi 
there  is  a  little  bird  whose  sweet  notes  seem  d: 

tinctly  to  say,  "  Go!  preach  the  Gospel!  gol"  To 
many  who  for  the  first  time  hear  it,  it  so  clearly  ut- 

ters these  words  that  they  can  scarcely  be  persuad- 
ed that  it  is  not  a  human  voice.  An  English  offi- 

cer, as  he  first  heard  it,  supposed  it  was  a  paroquet 
trained  to  utter  the  expression.  And  so  plain  is 
the  utterance,  that  the  little  songster  has  long  since 

received  the  name  of  "  The  Gospel  Bird."  A  lady 
to  whom  the  facts  were  related,  was  so  struck  with 

them,  that  she  wrote  the  following  lines,  which  I 

am  permitted  to  send  to  your  paper: 

What  voice  is  that,  so  softly  clear, 
Now  heard  afar,  now  hovering  near, 
Amid  the  murmurs  of  the  breeze 

That  sigh  among  the  plantain  trees? 
A  voice  that  utters  words  I  know — 

"Gol  preach  the  Gospel!  Gol" 

Is  it  a  spirit  sent  from  God 
To  point  his  messenger  a  road 
Through  jungles  dense,  or  deserts  wild. 
To  reach  his  far-off  heathen  child? 
Whence  comes  that  urgent  pleading  low— 

"  Gol  preach  the  Gospel!    Go! "? 

Nay,  not  a  spirit;  from  a  bird 
Those  words  of  high  import  are  hear 

Thus  in  this  strange,  benighted  land 

I  seem  to  hear  God's  own  command: 
For  Christ's  sake  who  has  loved  us  s 

rh  the  Go 
Go! 

Oh,  t 

1  the  tiny  seed, 

/ide  its  shade  to  bless 

Thou  blessed  bird! 

Is  heard  that  const; 

The  message  of  a  love  divine 

Shall  speed  through  all  this  land  of  thine 

Until  the  powers  of  darkness  fly 

Like  night  before  day's  glowing  eye. 

Ah,  yes,  no  power  has  e'er  withst
ood 

The  quiet  force  of  love  and  goad; 

Slowly,  but  surely,  on  they  s 

As  springs  towards  he 
And  stretches  i 

The  wanderers  in  the  wilderness. 

Sing  on,  sweet  bird,  thy  heaven-taught 
 lay, 

Until  shall  dawn  that  glorious  day, 

When,  through  the  Gospel  truth  made
  free, 

Thy  land  hath  no  more  need  of  thee, 

Thou  prophet-voice,  who  urgest  so, 

"  Gol  preach  the  Gospell    Go!  " 
—Selected  or  Mollie  Munch. 

THE  FLIGHT  OF  TIME. 

BY  EMILY  R.  STIFLER  RIT
TER. 

'  Moments  make  the  hours,  hours  make  the 
 days ; 

days  make  weeks,  months  and  
years.  Each  day 

passing  o'er  us  brings  us  nearer  
our  home  the  one 

prepared  for  those  who  have  l
abored  fa.thfully  in 

the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Last  evening,  while  listening  
to  the  mus.c  of  a 

beautiful  and  novel  instrument, 
 the  thought  came, 

What  must  the  lovely  strains  
be  in  the  New  Jeru- 

salem! And  as  the  music  ceased  and 
 the  vibrations 

gradually  died  away,  the  though
t  came,  How  sw  - 

fy  time  is  passing  to  eternity,  a
nd  how  many  sou 

are  daily  passing  away!  But
  a  deeper  and  more 

lasting  thought  than  this,  How  
many,  thus  passing 

away,  have  lived  the  life  of  t
he  righteous,  so  that 

their  last  days  may  be  like  his? 

Reader,  do  you  ever  think  t
hat  your  life  is  pass- 

ing away  with  the  ticking  of  the  c
lock?  You  must 

be  busy  in  the  Master's  service
,  for,  sooner  or  later, 

time  will  cease  with  you,  and  y
ou  will  land  in  eter- 

nity without  the  welcome  plaudit,  "  W
ell  done. 

Mi.  Pleasant,  Pa. 

MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  NOVEMBER,  1895. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 

not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.    Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 

month's  report.    Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 

HOME   AND  EUROPEAN  FUND. 

{Used  only  for  Milium  in  U.  S..  Denmark  and  S-.oeden.) 

Illinois.— Waddam's  Grove  church,  $10.50;  Lanark 
church,  $20;  Sterling  church,  S6.60;  Bro.  Fahnestock,  50 

cents;  Georgetown   Sunday   school   of   Cherry   Grove 

church,   St  1.30;    Naperville    Miss.,   $6.60;    Napervillc 

Tract,  $2.90;  Rock  River  church,  $15.25;  a  sister,  Cher- 
ry Grove,  SS;  D.  Barrick.  Byron,  SI;  Mrs.  Correll,  Mt. 

Morris, Si;  Sunday  school  at  Mt.  Morris,  $25.82;  Silver 
Creek  church,  50  cents;  Silver  Creek  church,  $4. 25;  A. 

J.  N.and  wife,  Oakley,  S24  50;  Joe  Price,  Mt.M0rris.S3; 
Maple  Grove  Sunday  school  of  Silver  Creek  church,  $2; 

Silver  Creek  church,  $12.50;  Millcdgeville  church,  $2.95; 

Naperville  church,  $3-32;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $12.12; 
total   S200  61 

Iowa.— Lovers  of  the  Cause,  Adel,  $5;  Mary  Emmert, 
Mt.  Vernon,  S25;  English  River  church,  $10.17;  South 

Keokuk  church,  S3;  South  Waterloo  Sunday  school, 

$10;  Lewis  M.  Rob  and  wife.  Si ;  Spring  Creek  church, 
$7.84;  total,   $  62  o 

Ohio. — Peter  Neff,  Sugar  Creek,  $2;  Lower  Miami 
church,  S9.70;  Loramies  church,  Si. 77;  Oakland  church, 

Darke  Co.,  S7-06;  Logan  church,  Logan  Co.,  S5;  abroth- 
er,  Zanesville,  $1;  Lydia  Showalter,  Waidsworth,  55 

cents;  Chippewa  church,  $5. 30;  Lower  Stillwater  church, 

S23.83;  Rome  church,  S3.43;  total   S  5g  64 

Nebraska.— Weeping  Water  church,  $[4;  J.  S.  Gabel, 
Lincoln,  $io;  Mary  E.  Brooks,  Salem,  Si;  Howard 

Kreps,  Salem,  50  cents;  Dessa  Kreps,  50  cents;  South 
Beatrice  church,  S3;  total,    S  29  Co 

Indiana.— Jemima  Kobb,  Linwood,  50  cents;  Solo- 

mon's Creek  congregation,  S12.59;  Mary  M.  Mishler, 
Kokomo,  50  cents;   Nettle  Creek    church,    so   cents; 
South  Bend  church, 91.30;  total,   S15  39 

Pennsylvania— -Mary  Rohrer,  Honey  Grove,  socents; 
L.  C.  and  L.  E.,  $5;  a  brother  and  sister,  Scalp  Level, 

$2;  Phcebe  Zook,  Mattawana,  50  cents;  total   $    8  00 

•  Missouri.- -H.  H.  Slabaugh,  Lamar,  $3.34;  Mrs.  Mat- 
tie  Foster,  Springfield,  Si;  a  brother,  Unionville,  $2. 50; 
total,   S    6  84 

Marylana  —  James    -r.    o.nl>*t>»,    d-i*.'-,«™     sc-    - 

brother,  Union  Bridge,  50  cents;  total   $     S  S° 

Florida.— Mm.  G.  W.  King,  $5 ;  total   $    5  °° 

Michigan.— A  member,  Thomapple  church,  %i;  total,*    5  00 

Oregon.— Mohawk  Valley  chu1ch.S4.25;  total,   S    4  25 

Kansas—  F.N. Sargeant, 718 Market  St.,  Emporia.Sl; 

unknown,  Conway  Springs,  $1 ;  Susan  Codnan,  Annelly, 

25  cents;  a  brother  and  sister,  Peabody,  $1 ;  total   S    3  25 

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church,  $2.70;  total   $    2  70 

Virginia- A   brother,   Spring   Creek,    $1;    Pleasant 

Valley  church,  Mt.  Sidney,  $1-5°:  total   %    2  50 

Marriage  Notices.— Andrew  Chambers,  Va.,  Si ;  Isaac 

Myers,  111.,  50  cents;  Henry  Etter,  Mo.,  50  cents;  total,. $
    2  00 

lowa.—M.  W.  Emmert,  1606  Lyon  St.,  Des  Moines, 

$1.20;  Samantha  Morgan,  50  cents;  Christ  Faucett,  
50 

cents ;  total   *    2  20 

California—  Tropico  church,  $1-70;  Angeline  Reese, 

Sanger,  25  cents;  total   ■   8     '  « 

Minnesota.- Z.  G.  Atkinson,  $i ;  total   $    1  00 

Missouri— H.  H.  Slabaugh,  Lamar,  S3-33;  a  brother, 

Unionville,  S2.50;  total,   $    5  83 

Nebraska.—].  S.  Gable,  Lincoln,  $5;  Edward  Keller, 
Octavia,  10  cents;  total   S     5  IO 

l'cHnsylmmia.-L.  and  C.  and  L.  and  E.,  $1;  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Henderson,  Etna,  S3:  Montgomery  church,  $1;  total, $     5  00 

Indiana-  Center  View  church,  $1;  a  sister,  Middle- 

dletowu,  $1 ;  Jemima  Kob,  Linwood,  50  cents;    , 
P.ymcmlh,$l;  total   S    3  So 

Tgxta.— Mary  Marchman,  Estacado,  $1.75;  total   $     I  75 

Kansas.— Brother  and  sister  Zolitz,  Solomon  City,  Si; 

Susan  Codnan,  Annelly,  25  cents;  total,..   $     I  25 

California.— A  brother,  Lordsburg,  $1 ;  total   S     I  00 

North  Carolina.— Antoinette  Sides,  Salem,  50  cents; 
total,   $        50 

Colorado—  William  Pontius,  Denver,  50  cents,  total, .$       50 

Total   $  4968 

ASIA  MINOR  MISSION  PUND. 

( To  of  mod  In  tie  Minion  In  Alia  Minor.) 

Illinois.— D.  Barrick,  SI;  Silver  Crsek  church,  $1; 
,\l,s.  II.  W.  Brinkcrhoff,  826  Millbcrry  St.,  Rockford, 

$1;  Silver  Creek  church,  $12.50;  Elsie  Mershburn,  Es- 
tacado, 15  cents;  Austin  Mershburn,  Kstacado,  locents; 

Naperville  church,  $7.25;  Pigeon  Creek  church,  $1.77: 
Cerro  Gordo  church,  $12.13;  total    $  36  9° 

Indiana. — Mary   M.   Mishler,   Kokomo,    Si;    Upper 

Deer  Creek  church,  $1.52;      ,    Plymouth,    $1; 
Rock  Run  church,  SK.68;  Springfield  church,  $9.40;  St. 

Joseph  church,  $2.60;  H.  W.  Barr,  Arcadia,  $1;  a  sister, 
Middlctown,  Si;  Jemima  Kob,  Linwood,  50  cents; 

Wesley  Weaver,  Brimlield,  $1;  Will  Weaver,  Brim- 
field,  $i;  a  sister,  Cambridge  City,  $1;  sister  Lou  B. 
Rohrer,  Walnut,  $3.50;  total   $  33  20 

Iowa.— J.  Edwin  Jones,  Grundy  Center,  1;  a  sister, 

Dry  Creek  church,  $2;  Greene  church,  $11.17;  Liberty- 
ville  church.  S3.38;  M.  W.  Emmert,  1606  Lyon  St.,  Des 
Moines,  $1 ;  total   S  18  55 

Kansas-  Brother  and  sister  Zolitz,  $1 ;  0.  P.  J.,  Dun- 

lap,  $5;  Catherine  Newkirk,  Mich.  Valley,  $1;  Salem 
Berry  and  wife,  McCune,  $5;  Susan  Codnan,  Annelly, 
25  ccnls;  O/awkie  church,  $3.25;   ,  Hcrington, 
$2.35;  toial   S  17  85 

Pennsylvania.— -L.  A.  and  L.  E.,  $1;  Geo.  S.  Roland, 
Mountville,  $10;  total   ■   S  H  00 

Nebraska— Y.  E.  Sandig,  Decatur,  $2;  J.  S.  Gabel, 
Lincoln,  S5;  South  Beatrice  church,  $1;  total   $    8  00 

Ohio.—  Lower  Miami  church,  25  cents;  a  sister,  Lev- 

Co.,  50  ccnls;  Sunday  school  girls,  Bradford,  65  ccnls; 
Eagle  Creek  Church,  Si ;  Rome  church,  $3.43;  total,.  ■■■$    7  83 

California— A  sister,  Sanger,  $1.30;  a  brother  and 
sister,  Lordsburg,  SS:  total,   8    6  30 

Tenncssee.-VuvM  P.  Sherfy,  Johnson  City,  $5;  total.S    5  00 

Missouri.— H.  H.  Slabaugh,  Lamar,  $3.33;  total   S    3  33 

Michigan—  Berrien  church,  S1.35;  total   S    1  35 

North  Carolina— Antoinette  Sides,  Salem,  50  cents; 
total   f       So 

A  rieona.— Mary  Parrett,  Phcciiix,  40  cents;  total,. .  .$       40 

Total,  ■ 
BOOK  AND  TRACT  FUND. 

(Vied  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  T 

Iowa—  English  River  church,  $1.75;  total,.... 

California.— Tropico  church,  $1.30;  total   

Indiana.- Jemima  Kob,  Linwood,  25  cents; 

Mishler,  Kokomo,  65  cents;  total   

Illinois.— Silver  Creek  church,  40  cents;  total
,. 

Kausas.-Susun  Codnan,  25  cents;total   

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church. 

Total,. .$iSo  : 

WASHINGTON    CITY    MEETINGHOUSE. 

IA  home  in  Waihington  it  grtatly  needed  In  order  that  the  church  
there 

1  iy  ,/„  ,„.',.<  '//■  clu,,/  wort  and  have  the  attt'iittane  of  a  per
manent  home, 

•'■he  t  ■„,„,„. tt.r  frofoiei  to  hulld  ai  toon  ai  ittfficlent  fundi  are  raited. 

)„n,,tt.m  <  matted  thai  (■)  are  In  reiponie  to  litter  Ett
a  Witliami'  propo- 

lllon.) 

Pennsylvania.— Christian  Endeavor  Society,  $10;  An
- 

lie  Keim,  Elklick,  $5;  a  brother  and  sister,  50  cents;
 

Urs.D.  Kauffman,  Huntingdon,  socents;  total   $  16  Co 

Illinois.— Milledgeville  church,  86.12;  total   $  6  12 

Maryland—  Caleb  Long,   Boonsboro,  $s;  total   $  S  00 

Virginia—  A  sister,  Culpeper,  $5 ;  total   *  5  °° 

Indiana— A  sister,  Middletown,  $1;  total   S  1  00 

Kansas.-Vnknown   ,  Caney,  23  cents;  total   S        23 

11I5;  total,. 

Total,   

MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  FUND. 

1  Vlt-d  far  either  Missionary  or  Tract  Work  a!  needed  by 

Illinois.- -Pleasant  Hill  church,  $16.90;  
""" 

Virginia- -S.  E.  Brunk,  Good's  Mills, 

Total   * 

INDIA   MISSION  FUND. 

( C/ied  only  for  the  Minion  In  India. ) 

Illinois.— V).  Barrick,  Byron,  $1;  Woodland  
Sunday 

school,  Astoria,  S8;  Silver  Creek  church,  
(1;  total,....  ■% 

CV,:'».-Joseph  S.  Barb,  Oakfield,  50  cents;  Lower  
Mi- 

ami church,  25  cents;  a  sister,  Leverings,  $i;  
a  sister, 

Lodi,  $1;  Oakland  church,  Darke  Co.,  50  
cents;  Logan 

Sunday  school,  DeGraff,  $6;  total  
 8 

Iowa  —A  sister,  Dry  Creek  church,  S3;  S
outh  Keo- 

kuk church,  $2;  M.  W.  Emmert,  .606  Lyon
  St„  Des 

Moines,*i;  total   
* 

Total, . 

SUMMARY. 

Home  and  European  Fund   $4168+ 

Interest  on  Missionary  Endowment  Notes   

Interest  on  Tract  Endowment  Notes   

Missionary  and  Tract  Fund   

Book  and  Tract  Fund,   
Asia  Minor,   

Washington  Meetinghouse,   India  Fund,   

4  37 
•8  33  35 

ributcd,  39,933. 

No  earnest  and  intelligent  Christian  can  be  satis- 

fied with  a  state  of  grace  lower  than  that  which  is 

set  before  him  in  the  Word  of  God  as  attainable. 

Conscious  of  any  lack,  he  makes  efforts  to  have 

that  lack  supplied.  He  is  never  disappointed. 

God  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not. 
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Bro,  J.  M.  Mohlek  closed  his  scries  of  meetings 
at  Flora,  Ind.,  with  eleven  accessions. 

Bro,  Samuei    Henry,  of  Lacon,  111.,  should  here- 
after be  addressed  at  Lordsburg,  Cat. 

Bko.  D.  B.  Gibson  closed  his  meetings  at  Litch- 
field, III.,  with  the  best  of  interest.  Ten  additions 

are  reported. 

Bro.  A.  C.  DAGGETT  has  returned  from  Villa 

Park,  Colo.,  to  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  and  should  here- 
after be  addressed  accordingly. 

.   Bro.  Daniel  Eutsey  reports  five  hanti-«J  ;~  *u~ 
Indian   Creek    church,    la.      Hrethren   F.  F.  Murray 
and  Wm.  Bond  did  the 

ching. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Dove  is  engaged  in  i 
eries  of  meetings  at  Roanoke, 
ave  already  applied  for  members! 

ry  interesting 
.     A    number 

During  Bro.  Michael  Flory's  meetings  in  the 
,n  Astoria  church,  Fulton  Co,  111.,  thirteen  were  bap- 
'  ̂    tized  and  several  restored  to  fellowship. 

The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
will  meet  here  the  coming  week.  We  hope  to 
have  something  to  say  concerning  their  work  in our  next  issue. 

We  are  requested  to  announce  that  the  Bible 
School  to  be  held  at  Mexico,  Ind.,  will  commence 
Feb.  14,  at  7  P.  M„  and  continue  until  the  22nd. 
An  invitation  to  all  is  extended. 

Bro.  Henry  Sheets,  of  North  Carolina,  recently 
held  ten  meetings  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church 
Floyd  Co.,  Va..  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing five  unite  with  the  people  of  God. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman  and  wife  returned  to  the 
Mount  last  Tuesday,  where  they  are  likely  to  re- 

main the  remainder  of  the  winter.  Bro.  Lahman 
also  spent  several  weeks  among  the  members  in Florida. 

Just  before  going  to  press  we  receive  the  fellow- 
g  ing  from  Bro.  Lyon,  of  Washington:  "Two  more 
§      young  men  put  on  Christ  in  baptism  this  evening, 

Feb.   I,  making  eleven  received  here  by   baptism 
within  less  than  eight  months." 

An  elder  in  moderate  circumstances,  who  preach- 
es nearly  every  Sunday,  and  travels  wholly  at  his 

own  expense,  sends  us  $20.00  to  be  employed  in sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor.  His  wife 
joins  him  in  the  liberal  donation.  The  example  is worthy  of  imitation. 

There  is  much  rejoicing  among  the  members 
at  Booth,  Kans.  Eight  recently  united  with  the church.    

A  refreshing  season  was  recently  experienced 
in  the  Roann  church,  Ind.  Bro.  Daniel  Wysong 

did  the  preaching.  Eight  applied  for  membership 
six  of  whom  were  baptized  without  delay. 

Up  to  this  time  we  have  been  sending  letters  and 

papers  after  Bro.  Miller,  that  they  might  overtake 
him  on  the  way,  but  hereafter  his  mail  matter  goes 

the  other  way  and  meets  him  on  the  other  side  of 

the  globe.  Until  April  1  he  may  be  addressed  at 

Yokohomo,  Japan,  via  Sa 

Bro.  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  is  quite 
sick,  and  was  anointed  a  few  days  ago.  He  has 
not  been  in  good  health  for  some  time.  Those 
who  have  written  him  of  late  will  know  by  this 

why  he  has  not  responded  to  their  communications. 
We  hope  to  soon  hear  of  his  recovery. 

One  of  our  brethren, — who  fails  to  give  his 
name,— writing  from  the  Buchanan  church,  Mich., 

speaks  very  encouragingly  of  the  cause  at  that  place. 
He  says  that  since  Bro.  Eli  Roose  took  charge  of 
the  work,  one  year  ago,  thirty  have  been  baptized. 
This  certainly  speaks  well  for  a  mission  point. 

f^K  brother  who  has  been  using  tobacco  for  fifty 
years,  writes  us  that  the  many  articles  he  has  read 
in  the  Messenger  against  the  weed,  caused  him  to 

quit  the  use  of  it,  and  that  he  has  had  no  tobacco 
in  his  mouth  since  last  August.  Well,  that  is 

good,  and  possibly  others  may  feel  like  following 
his  example. 

Writing  from  McPherson,  Kans.,  Jan.  31,  Bro. 

S.  Z.  Sharp  says:  "The  Bible  Normal  is  well  at- 
tended. Six  classes  formed,  embracing  a  wide 

range  of  Bible  study.  An  interesting  meeting  is 

in  progress  in  the  College  Chapel.  Eight  confes- 
sions thus  far.  Bro.  J.  E.  Young,  of  Nebraska,  is 

doing  the  preaching." 
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Bro.  Chas.  M.  Yearout,  of  Westphalia,  Kans., 

writes  us  that  since  last  August  he  has  held  ten 

series  of  meetings,  besides  filling  regular  appoint- 
ments and  doing  other  church  work.  He  is  now 

at  home,  or  was  a  few  days  ago,  having  just  re- 
turned from  a  meeting  at  Ottawa,  where  there 

were  four  accessions  to  the  church, — three  bap- 
tized and  one  reclaimed. 

/Those  who  would  get  Bro.  McCann's  idea  of* 
predestination  may  have  to  give  his  article  in  this 
issue  a  second  reading.  Keep  in  mind  that  only 
those  who  will  to  love  God  and  keep  his  command- 

ments are  the  elected  according  to  the  purpose 
of  God,  while  those  who  will  to  reject  the  offers 
of  heaven  are  the  non-elect,  God  having  foreor- 

dained from  all  eternity  that  those  who  serve  him 
should  be  saved  and  those  who  reject  him  must 
be  condemned. 

Writing  from  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Bro.  D. 
C.  Cripe  says:  "The  Special  Bible  Term  at  the new  College  Chapel  closed  last  week.  There  was 
a  good  attendance  and  the  term  was  a  success 
throughout.  There  was  preaching  every  evening 
through  the  month  of  January  by  brethren  W  R 
Deeter,  I.  D.  Parker,  and  others.  Six  precious 
souls  were  received  into  fellowship  by  baptism  and 
there  are  several  more  applicants." 

On  another  page  of  this  issue  will  be  found  the* 
eport  of  the  committee  sent  to  Huntingdon,  Pa. 
t  is  not  often  necessary  to  publish  the  findings 
if  a  committee,  but  in  this  case  it  has  been  deemed 
Itogether  proper,  for  the  reason  that  certain  par- 

ies have  made  it  their  business  to  circulate  very 
damaging  reports  about  the  church  at  Huntingdon 
They  have  even  endeavored  to  get  other  papers besides  our  own  to  publish  charges  which  are  now 
found  to  be  false.  It  is  to  counteract  these  reports and  the  evil  influences  growing  out  of  them,  that 
has  induced  the  committee  to  give  the  result  of 
its  thorough  investigation  to  the  public. 

Dr.  Starr,  of  Richmond,  Va„  recently  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  preach  a  sermon  on  kiss- 

ing. The  announcement  brought  out  an  immense 
congregation,  and  many  of  the  people  had  to  be 
turned  away  from  the  church  for  the  want  of 

room.  He  took  for  his  text  Rom.  16:  16,  "Salute 
one  another  with  a  holy  kiss."  The  report  says, 
"The  reverend  gentleman  then  delivered  a  re- 

markably interesting  discourse,  which  was  fre- 

quently interrupted  with  uncontrollable  laughter." While  the  sermon  contained  a  few  good,  common- 

sense  utterances,  yet  it  was  largely  a  fun-making 
affair,  wholly  unbecoming  a  devout  minister  of 

the  Gospel.  Had  Paul  or  Peter  preached  in  Rich- 
mond from  that  text  there  would  have  been  no 

"  uncontrollable  laughter."  There  is  a  time  and 
place  to  laugh,  but  it  certainly  was  never  intended 
that  the  house  of  God  should  be  used  for  that 

purpose.  Here  is  a  sample  of  some  facts,  sense 
and  nonsense  blended: 

"  The  early  Christians  saluted  each  other  with  a  kiss  on 
entering  and  leaving  the  church.  Why,  say  you,  was  it  dis- 

missed from  the  service?  Because  of  the  abuse  of  the  cus- 
tom? No.  But  because  the  congregations  were  too  numer- 

ous, sometimes  consisting  of  2.000  members.  There  was  dan- 
ger of  the  lips  wearing  out.  There  was  no  danger  feared 

then  from  oscillatory  microbes.  Then  came  the  kiss  of  rec- 
ognition, and  the  kiss  of  love.  Recognition  is  now  shown  by 

shaking  hands  in  case  of  either  gender.  Christ  was  betrayed 
by  the  kiss  of  Judas,  and  since  then  there  are  no  gentle  memo- 

ries in  heaven  regarding  the  kiss.  It  is  dangerous,  this  in- 
discriminate kissing  between  the  sexes,  as  everything  else  is 

that  tends  to  go  against  the  sanctity  of  home  life.  Be  very 

careful,  parents." 
The  "holy  kiss"  is  a  sacred  institution,  five  times 

commanded  in  the  New  Testament,  and  to  thus 

speak  of  it  is  to  make  light  of  the  Word  of  God. 
It  is  not  far  from  foolish  jesting.     Eph.  5:  4. 

SINGING  WHILE  PASSING  THE  CUP. 

At  a  love  feast  a  brother  announced  a  hymn   for   singing 
while  the  bread  was  heing  hrnkfr.        He  wae   told   by   the   elder 
that  singing  would  not  be  in  order  at  that  time.  But  while  the 

cup  was  passing,  he  said  singing  would  be  in  order.  Why  is 
singing  out  of  order  at  one  time  more  than  another? 

J.  F.  N. The  bread  of  the  Communion  is  intended  to 

represent  the  body  of  Jesus  which  was  broken  for 

his  people.  As  there  was  universal  silence  for  a 

time,  at  the  crucifixion,  while  the  body  was  sus- 

pended on  the  cross,  our  early  brethren,  out  of  a 

deep  feeling  of  respect  for  the  occasion,  fell  into 

the  habit  of  maintaining  silence  during  the  pass- 

ing of  the  bread.  This  they  probably  did  without 

a  thought  of  symbolizing  anything.  Most  assured- 
ly the  Lord  never  intended  the  universal  silence 

accompanying  his  crucifixion  to  serve  as  an  occasion 

for  a  symbol.  Still  we  like  the  idea  of  a  time  of 

silence  in  our  feasts,  that  the  mind  may  be  given 
to  deep  meditation.  And  in  this  sense  we  are  in 

sympathy  with  our  present  practice.  And  in  order 
to  improve  somewhat  on  the  occasion,  we  suggest 
that  it  is  not  necessary  for  anything  to  be  said 
during  this  part  of  the  service.  Let  the  members 

be  encouraged  to  devote  the  few  moments,  while 
the  bread  is  being  broken,  to  silent  meditation. 
We  have  attended  feasts  where  some  of  those  at 
the  table  seemed  to  show  a  lack  of  reverence  for 
the  occasion.  The  time  was  spent  in  looking 
around  with  an  air  of  indifference  which  seemed 
painful.  It  would  be  far  better  if  they  could  be 
instructed  to  give  themselves  over  to  a  season  of 
meditation,  not  as  symbolizing  anything,  but  as  a 
spiritual  exercise  that  would  prove  of  great  value to  the  soul. 

It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  passing  of  the 
cup  so  forcibly  reminded  our  ancient  brethren  of 
the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  for  the  remis- 

sion of  sins,  that  they  sang  for  joy  without  the 
least  thought  of  a  symbol.  As  there  should  be 
a  time  for  everything  that  belongs  to  any  service, 
it  is  altogether  proper  to  have  times  for  singing, 
and  to  our  mind  it  does  seem,  as  an  order  of  wor- 
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ship,  very  appropriate  to  sing  while  the  cup  is 
being  passed.  So  far  as  symbols  are  concerned 
there  is  nothing  of  value  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
custom.  It  is  only  a  question  of  edification  and 
fitness,  and  on  this  ground  we  like  silence  while 
bread  is  being  broken  and  singing  while  the  cup 
is  passing.  We  see  no  good  reason  for  varying 
from  our  long-established  practice  in  this  respect. 

   J.  H.  M. TEACHING  THE  DOCTRINE 

r~  — I  For  months  there  has  been  a  Sunday  school 
class  in  connection  with  the  College  work  at  this 
place,  deserving  more  than  a  passing  notice.  Its 
example  might  be  followed  to  good  advantage  in 
many  other  places.  It  is  known  as  the  Doctrinal 
Class,  and  has  for  its  object  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  doctrines  taught  in  the  Scriptures.  The 
aim  of  the  first  lesson  was  to  define  the  term 

doctrine.  Then  came  one  lesson  after  another  on 

"The  Reality  of  a  God,"  "The  Authority  of  the 

Scriptures,"  "  The  Divinity  of  Christ,"  "  Necessity 
of  Obedience,"  "  Faith,"  "  Repentance,"  "  Design 

of  Baptism,"  "  The  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit," 
'etc.,  etc.  These  lessons  are  to  continue,  and  will 
take  in  the  whole  line  of  Christian  doctrine,  so 

as  to  give  each  person  attending  the  class  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  cardinal  features  of  the 

Gospel. 
The  importance  of  this  line  of  work  is  too  much 

overlooked  in  our  system  of  education.  We  do 

not  give  to  doctrine  the  intelligent  attention  that 

the  Scriptures  demand.  Timothy  was  told  to  give 

attention  to  doctrine  in  connection  with  reading 

and  exhortation  (1  Tim.  4:13).  Titus  was  told 

to  speak  the  things  that  become  sound  doctrine. 

Then  we  learn  of  a  coming  time  when  men  will 

not   endure   sound    doctrine.    We    cannot    expect 

our  people  to  remain  steadfast  in  the  doctrine  un- 
less we  teach  them  the  doctrine  from  their  youth. 

Doctrine  is  the  foundation  of  the  whole  Christian 

system  as  well  as  the  great  framework  of  the 
church.  To  gather  into  the  church  a  body  of 

members  not  thoroughly  indoctrinated,  is  to  have 

a  church  that  may  be  moved  first  one  way  and 

then  the  other  by  any  wind  of  false  doctrine  that 

may  chance  to  prevail. 
To  teach  the  Bible  in  a  kind  of  a  general  way, 

so  that  no  one  can  tell  where  the  teacher  stands, 

may  be   entertaining  to   the   public   mind,   bu 
of  no  real  and  lasting  advantage  to  the  cause  of 

sound  Christianity.     Such  teaching  tends  to  bi 

up  a  class  of  people  so  pliable  that  no  depende 

can  be  put  in  them  whatever.    Some  of  them  may 

be  able  to  name  the  books  of  the  Old  and  N. 

Testament    in   their   order;    can   state   the   leading 

events   of   the    Scriptures    in    their    chronolog 

order,  and  can  narrate,  in  a  general  way,  the  his- 

tory of  Christ  and  the  apostles.    All  this  is  good 

and  is  to  be  highly  commended.     But   ask   th 

to   outline   the   great   doctrines   of  the  Bible,  and 

they  are  at  a  loss.    The  great  frame  work  around 

which  their  knowledge  should  be   massed,  like  a 

wall  of  stone,  is  virtually  unknown  to  them,  and 

instead  of  becoming  strong  advocates  of  the  doc- 

trine, well-rooted  and  grounded  in  the  Truth,  they 

are  manifestly  weak  and  cannot  defend  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Christian  religion. 

Would  we  make  a  success  of  our  mission  we 

need  to  give  more  attention  to  this  doctrinal 

feature,  and  labor  for  a  higher  degree  of  proficiency 

in  it.  In  fact,  we  ought  to  have  a  good  text  book 

along  this  line  for  use  in  our  schools,  Bible 

schools  and  in  such  Sunday  school  classes  as 

would  like  to  pursue  a  like  course  of  study.  And 

while  we  should  seek  to  reach  that  higher  life  be- 

coming every  earnest  saint,  we  should  not  attempt 

to  do  so  by  sacrificing  the  doctrine  of  the  New 

Testament.  We  hope  to  learn  of  still  more  at- 

tention being  given  to  sound  doctrine.        J.  H.  M. 

EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Six. 

LIFE   ON   AN    EAST   INDIA  STEAMER. 

As  intimated  in  our  last  letter  the  ships  used  in 
the  East  India  passenger  service  are  built  with  a 
view  of  affording  travelers  every  advantage  of 
cool  sea  breezes,  and  this  is  especially  true  of  the 
Caledonia,  the  largest  and  best  ship  of  the  Penin- 

sular and  Oriental  Company.  The  ventilation  is 
as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to  be  made. 
Great  funnels  attached  to  pipes  and  port-holes 

force  the_  fresh  air  into  all  parts  of  the  boat,  and' 
there  is  none  of  the  peculiar  bilge-water  smell  so 
common  on  many  of  the  Atlantic  steamers.  The 

state-rooms  and  cabins  are  large  and  handsomely 
furnished.  Instead  of  the  box  bunk,  iron  bedsteads 
with  wire  mattresses  are  used,  and  they  are  very 
comfortable.  The  appointments  of  the  ship  are 
in  every  respect  most  excellent.  In  a  word  the 

Caledonia  is  a  perfect  model  of  all  that  modern 

skill  and  money  can  do  in  ship-building. 

We  secured  second-class  cabins  and  found  them 
most  comfortable,  while  the  food  was  all  that 

could  be  desired.  At  half  past  six  in  the  morn- 

ing coffee,  or  tea,  as  you  preferred,  was  brought 

to  the  state-rooms.  At  half'  past  six  we  had 
breakfast  in  the  large  dining-saloon.  The  dinner 

hour  was  fixed  at  one  o'clock.  Then  at  four  P. 
M.,  there  was  tea  and  biscuits  for  those  who  de- 

sired them,  and  at  half  past  six  came  the  supper 

hour.  An  abundance  of  well-cooked  and  most 

excellent  food  was  served,  while  fruit  was  to  be 
had  at  all  of  the  meals. 

We  found  in  the  second  cabin  a  very  respectable 

and  congenial  class  of  people.  They  were  exceed- 
ingly well  behaved  and  very  kind  and  sociable. 

Indeed,  from  our  own  personal  experience,  we  do 

not  hesitate  to  say  that,  as  a  rule,  much  more 

sociability  is  manifested  among  second-cabin  pas 
sengers  than  the  first.  Of  course,  in  the  first  cab 
in,  on  board  an  East  India  steamer,  will  be  found 

more  of  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  and  title  than 

on  the  Atlantic,  and  people  of  this  class  are  exclu- 
sive. At  our  end  of  the  ship  there  was  a  social, 

friendly  feeling  among  the  passengers  that  helped 

to  make  the  time  pass  pleasantly.  Several  of  the 

first-cabin  passengers  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 

with  us,  and  one  of  them  expressed  her  pleasure 

and  said,  "  You  do  enjoy  yourselves  here.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  ship  we  all  try  to  see  who  can 

dress  the  finest  and  appear  the  grandest." 
The  expense  of  traveling  in  the  East  is  much 

higher  than  on  the  Atlantic.  From  New  York  to 

Bremen,  by  the  best  steamers  of  the  North  Ger- 
man Lloyd,  second-cabin  passage  cost  us  sixty 

dollars,  and  the  distance  is  three  thousand,  five 

hundred  miles,  whilst  our  tickets  from  Ismailia  to 

Bombay,  the  distance  being  a  trifle  less,  was  one 

hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  for  each  ticket. 

We  had  in  our  company  some  thirty  missionaries, 

all  of  them  on  their  way  to  India  to  labor  among 

the  heathen.  Some  of  them  had  spent  many  years 

in  India  and  had  been  at  home  on  furloughs  and 

were  now  returning  to  their  work  again.  Others 

had  left  home  and  friends  for  the  first  time,  and 

were  going  into  untried  fields  to  labor  for  the 

uplifting  of  a  nation  of  idolaters.  We  formed  the 

acquaintance  of  a  number  of  missionaries  who  had 

worked  in  India  many  years.  We  made  the  best 

of  our  opportunities  and  learned  some  things  about 

mission  work  among  the  heathen  that  may  be 

helpful  to  us  in  our  fields  of  labor  in  the  future. 

And  those  with  whom  we  talked,  very  kindly  gave 

us  very  much  valuable  information  of  a  practical 

kind,  which  we  prize  very  highly  indeed. 

The  same  evening  we  went  on  board  the  steamer 

at   Ismailia,  one  of  the  passengers  approached  us 

and  asked  if  we  were  not  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  We  soon  learned  that  he  was  a 

Quaker  missionary,  Mr.  T.  by  name,  sent  out  by 
the  Friends  of  England.  He  and  his  wife  had 

been  in  India  six  years,  and  were  returning  from 
their  first  furlough.  He  told  us  of  the  success  and 

the  failures,  of  the  encouragements  and  discour- 

agements of  the  missionary.  He  also  gave  us  an 
insight  into  the  life  and  character  of  the  people 
of  India,  which  we  very  much  appreciated.  We 

also  met  Miss  Carroll,  of  Joliet,  whose  sister  is 

married  to  Bro.  Abram  Gocklcy's  son.  She  had 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  at  home,  and  was  returning 
to  her  work  among  the  women  in  Bombay  where 

she  had  spent  five  years.  She  had  been  reading 
the  Messenger  and  knew  about  our  travels,  and 
said  she  thought  she  knew  us  when  we  came 

aboard  the  ship.  We  felt  quite  at  home  with  each 

other  at  once,  and  formed  a  very  pleasant  ac 

quaintance  with  her  and  her  traveling  companion, 

Miss  Dart,  of  Kansas  City,  who  was  going  to  India 
as  a  medical  missionary. 

At  ten  in  the  morning  some  forty  of  the  pas- 

sengers met  in  the  lower  dining-saloon  where  an 

hour  was  spent  in  Bible  readings.  To  us  these 

exercises  were  always  enjoyable  and  profitable. 

They  were  opened  and  closed  with  singing  and 

prayer.  On  the  great  deep  it  was.  good  to  study 

God's  Book,  and  to  commit  and  commend  our  all 

to  the  keeping  power  of  Him  who  holdcth  the 
winds  and  sea  in  his  hands. 

We  had  in  our  Bible  class  Quakers,  Methodists, 

Presbyterians,  Baptists,  Episcopalians  and  Salva- 
tion Army  Officers,  and  those  of  our  own  faith. 

While  these  different  denominations  were  all  rep- 

resented there  was  no  clashing  of  opinion.  In  one 

thing  they  had  a  common  bond  of  union.  They 

had  all  left  their  homes  to  labor  among  the  heath- 
en, and  for  the  time  they  were  thrown  together 

on  hoard  the  ship  they  made  the  most  of  their 

arguments  and  the  least  of  their  differences. 

Among  the  second-cabin  passengers  was  Com- 
missioner Booth  Tucker,  of  the  Salvation  Army. 

He  is  Gen.  Booth's  son-in-law  and  is  a  remarkable 
man.  He  at  one  time  had  a  lucrative  position  as 

India  Commissioner  under  the  British  government. 

He  resigned  his  place  and  began  preaching  to  the 

natives.  Ten  years  ago  he  was  arrested  for 

preaching  in  the  streets  of  Bombay.  The  judges 

sentenced  him  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  at  hard 

labor,  and  then  called  him  before  them  and  said 

they  would  commute  his  sentence  if  he  would 

promise  to  give  up  preaching  on  the  streets.  His 

answer  was  characteristic  of  the  man.  "  If  you 

were  to  put  a  rope  about  my  neck  and  threaten  to 
hang  me  the  next  minute  I  would  not  give  up  my 

work."  He  served  out  his  sentence  and  then  went 

to  preaching  again.  He  traraped  through  the 
country  barefoot,  dressed  in  native  costume,  and 

told  the  people  the  story  of  the  Cross.  He  speaks 

twelve  languages  and  has  gone  all  over  India, 
east  and  west,  north  and  south,  and  is  perhaps 

better  known  among  the  natives  than  any  man 

in  the  country.  As  a  result  of  his  persistent  la- 

bors, thousands  of  the  heathens  gave  up  idol  wor- 

ship and  accepted  his  teaching.  Zeal,  earnestness, 
and  self-sacrifice  are  characteristic  of  the  man,  and 

without  these  qualities  no  one  can  succeed  in  mis- 

sion work. 
As  already  stated  we  had  much  conversation 

with  Mr.  T.,  the  Quaker  missionary,  not  only  in 

regard  to  missionary  work,  but  as  to  the  progress 

being  made  by  the  Society  of  Friends.  As  we 

hold  alike  to  peace  principles,  plain  dressing  and 

some  other  points,  we  had  some  things  in  common 

to  draw  us  together.  We  give  a  part  of  our  con- 

versation, as  it  may  be  helpful  to  us  all.  I  noticed 

that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  did  not  wear  the  well-known 

Quaker  form  of  dress,  and  he  informed  me  that 
the   English   Friends   had   entirely  given    up    the 
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form,  but  insisted  very  strongly  on  plain  dressing, 

plain  speech  and  plain  living  as  Bible  principles. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  "Since  you  have  given 
up  the  Quaker  form  of  dress,  how  has  your  society 

succeeded  in  maintaining  plain  dressing?  "  he  said, 
"  The  question  is  somewhat  difficult  to  answer; 
there  are  always  some  who  go  to  extremes  and 

we  can  hardly  restrain  them."  It  was  apparent  that 
in  giving  up  the  form  the  principle  went  with  it. 

At  this  juncture  of  the  conversation  the  wife  of 
the  missionary  came  up  and  joined  us.  She  was 

dressed  quite  as  fashionably  as  any  of  the  lady 
missionaries  on  board  the  steamer  and  wore  three 

gold  rings,  one  of  them  with  a  small  diamond  set. 

Further  talk  on  the  subject  I  found  was  embarrass- 
ing to  them,  but  Mr.  T.  explained  that  the  rings 

were  gifts  from  very  dear  friends  and  were  worn 

as  keepsakes.  On  another  part  of  the  deck  some 

of  the  young  people  were  dancing,  and  a  young 
man  came  to  where  we  were  and  invited  Mrs.  T.  to 

join  them.  She  declined,  and  when  he  had  gone 

away  she  said  rather  indignantly,  "What  did  he 

mean  by  asking  me  to  dance1?  What  does  he  take 

me  for?"  Then  after  a  moment's  thought  she 
said,  "  Well,  I  am  very  sure  of  one  thing;  if  1  had 
been  dressed  in  the  good  old  Quaker  garb  I  should 

not  have  been  asked  to  join  the  dancers."  And 
here  our  conversation  closed. 

Comment  is  unnecessary.  Give  up  the  form  and 

the  principle  goes  with  it.  Some  will  dress  plain 

without  a  form,  but  these  are  only  the  exception 
to  the  rule.  If  people  only  had  common  sense 

enough  to  give  up  adorning  the  body  for  the 

higher  adorning  of  the  soul,  the  dress  question 

would  be  forever  settled.  But  ns  long  as  church 

members  are  foolish  enough  to  spend  the  Lord's 
time  and  money  in  the  useless  adorning  of  the 
body,  so  long  will  it  be  necessary  for  the  church 
to  have  a  form  of  dress  as  a  means  to  an  end. 

unbecoming.  It  certainly  would  come  under  Matt. 

12:36,  "But  I  say  unto  you,  that  every  idle  word 
that  men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account 

thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment."  And  again, 
Matt.  25:33,  "And  he  shall  set  the  sheep  on  his 
right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left." 
We  know  what  class  these  on  the  left  represent. 

Certainly  we  would  not  want  our  children  on  that 

side.  I  think  sometimes  it  would  be  a  good  thing 

to  have  Matt.  12:  36  somewhere  in  sight  continual- 

ly, at  least  long  enough  to  impress  on  our  minds 
the  consequence  of  making  use  of  idle  words. 
Let  those  that  are  in  the  habit  of  using  the  above 
word,  please  examine  Webster. 
McGme,  Kans. 

THE  OPEN  WINDOW. 

A  trolley  car,  bowling  merrily  along  a  busy 

thoroughfare  on  a  cold,  frosty  day,  stopped  sud- 
denly in  the  middle  of  a  block.  The  conductor, 

on  the  back  platform,  rang  the  bell  twice,  but  the 

car  did  not  go  on  for  a  few  seconds,  although  the obstructed. 

late,  but  long  letters,  like  long  se 
much  appreciated,  and  we  close 

given. 
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nons,  are  not  so 
ith  what  is  here 

k  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY*— 

THE  BLIND  MAN. 

Whether  the  days  arc  warm  and  bright, 

His  hat  is  in  his  outstretched  hand, — 
Leaving  his  white  locks  bare,— 

That  now  and  then  a  passer-by 
May  drop  a  penny  there. 

The  crowds  go  on  with  hurrying  feet. 
And  with  indifferent  eyes, 

Though  little  children  pause  to  gaze 
In  pity  and  surprise. 

I  ponder  how,  when  Jesus  walked 
Upon  the  earth,  and  heard 

The  blind  man  at  the  wayside  cry. 
His  loving  heart  was  stirred, 

And  how,  though  care  for  all  the  world 
Weighed  on  him  like  a  chain, 

Hi- 

ould  V 

That  humble  voice  of  pain. 
And  then,  how  his  compassionate  touch 

Fell  on  the  withered  sight, 
Till  long-sealed,  helpless  lids  once  more 

Were  open  to  the  light. 

Aye,  day  by  day,  on  mart  or  street 
And  all  along  our  ways. 

Come  up  the  selfsame  sufferings 
That  met  our  Master's  gaze. 

The  same  as  then  is  need  and  room 
To  heal  and  cheer  and  bless, 

If  we  but  carry  in  our  breasts 
His  heart  of  tenderness. 

   —Clara  Doty  Bates, 
"KID." 

BV  SALEM  BEEKY. 

How  often  parents  make  use  of  this  word 

speaking  of  their  children,    To  us  it  see^s'v'ery    J^^'faS^ 

The  motorman,  with  his  hand  on  the  brake  and 

indifferent  to  the  warning  of  the  conductor's  bell, 
craned  his  neck  so  as  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
upper  window  of  a  tenement  house.  His  face 

lighted  up  with  a  smile  as  the  window  was  opened. 
In  a  clumsy  way  he  kissed  his  hand  to  a  woman 

and  a  little  child  in  the  upper  window.  Then  the 
handle  of  the  brake  swung  around,  and  the  car  went 
ahead  at  full  speed. 

This  domestic  incident  had  not  escaped  the  ob- 
servation of  a  passenger  who  was  standing  on  the 

front  platform. 

"That  was  your  baby,  I  suppose?  "  he  said  to  the motorman,  brusquely. 

"  Yes,  sir;  my  only  child." 
"Well,  do  you  think  that  you  ought  to  stop  the 

car  and  keep  all  the  passengers  waiting  while  you 

are  looking  at  your  wife  and  baby?  " 
"  Porhapc  not.  I  suppose  it  is  against  the 

company's  regulations.  But  you  don't  understand 
the  circumstances.  At  night,  when  my  day's 
work  is  done,  the  child  is  asleep  in  her  crib.  Early 
in  the  morning,  when  I  start  out  for  another  day's 
work,  the  baby  is  still  asleep.  So  it  goes  on  seven 
days  in  the  week,  and  the  only  chance  I  have  of 
seeing  that  baby  awake  is  once  in  awhile  in  the 
daytime  when  she  is  at  the  window  in  my  wife's 
arms  when  the  car  is  passing.  I  always  look  for 
them  when  I  go  by  the  house,  but  it's  not  more 
than  once  a  week  that  I  catch  sight  of  them.  A 
poor  man's  wife  cannot  sit  by  the  hour  at  the 
window  watching  for  her  husband's  car." 
The  passenger  who  had  spoken  roughly  to  the 

motorman  was  touched  by  the  pathos  of  the  inci- dent. 

"  I  spoke  thoughtlessly,"  he  explained  apologet- 
ically. "  I  did  not  understand  the  circumstances. 

I  now  regret  that  you  didn't  keep  the  car  waiting 

longer." 

How  true  it  is  that  one-half  the  world  does  not 
know  how  the  other  half  lives!  Every  passenger 
in  the  car  would  have  sneered  and  grumbled  if  he 
had  witnessed  the  exchange  of  greetings  between 
the  front  platform  and  the  tenement  window,  where 
a  pale  faced  woman,  with  a  shawl  wrapped  closely 
about  her,  was  waving  the  child's  tiny  hand  to  the 
motorman.  The  simple  story,  if  it  had  been  told, 
would  have  touched  the  heart  of  the  most  cynical 
and  querulous  passenger,  and  have  created  sym- 

pathy for  the  hard  lot  of  many  a  laboring  man.— 
Youth's  Companion. 

"  BE  YE  HOLY.' 

BY  N.  D.  UNDERHILL. 

Since  our  Father  is  altogether  pure  and  holy  it 

is  meet  that  we,  who  are  his  children,  should 'be like  him.  Children  do  favor  their  parents.  How 
often  are  children  declared  to  be  the  sons  of  cer- 

tain fathers  because  they  are  like  them.     If,  then, 

High,  we  must  be  like  him.  Otherwise,  how  can 
we  prove  our  identity;  and  if  we  cannot  prove  our 
identity,  how  can  we  claim  the  inheritance?  It  is 
no  small  matter  to  be  the  lawful  heir  of  a  king.  It 
is  a  most  important  matter  to  be  recognized  as  chil- 

dren of  the  Most  High,  who  is  even  above  all kings. 

God  is  holy;  are  we?  Are  we  perfectly  pure? 
Are  we  free  from  all  that  is  filthy,  debasing,  low 

worldly,  sensual,  carnal?  God  wants  us  to  be.  He 

commands  us  to  be.  Jesus  says,  "  Be  ye  therefore 
does  not  say,  "  Be  ye  as  near  perfect 

Nay,  but  "  Be  ye  therefore  perfect." 

perfect 

as  you 

Matt.  5 

Then 

children  of  the  Most 

is  no  excuse  for  a  child  of  God,  being  sin- 

ful in  the  least.  All  sin  is  directly  opposite  or  con- 
trary to  the  very  nature  and  law  of  God;  therefore 

must  be  repented  of, — forsaken.  Paul  says,  "  If 
any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God 

destroy,  for  the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  tem- 

ple ye  are."  Again,  "  What!  know  ye  not  that 
your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which 

is  in  you.  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not 

your  own?  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price; 
"  Therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body  and  in  your 

spirit,  which  are  God's."  "  Whether  therefore  ye 
eat,  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the 

glory  of  God."  Again,  "  /  beseech  you  therefore, 
brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present 
your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto 

God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service." 
Let  us  consider  God's  great  mercies  toward  us. 

Is  it  not  indeed  reasonable  that  we  should  be  will- 
ing to  give  him  ourselves  in  return  for  his  great 

mercy  toward  us?  And  if  we  present  our  bodies  to 
the  Most  High,  should  we  not  have  them  in  an  ac- 

ceptable condition?  If  we  were  going  to  present  a 
dear  earthly  friend  a  garment,  to  show  our  love 
and  appreciation  of  his  kindness,  we  would  want 
the  garment  to  be  clean  and  whole,  would  we  not? 
How  much  more,  then,  should  we  be  particular  to 
have  the  temple  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  clean,  pure, 
and  holy  when  we  present  it  to  him.  "  Whether^ 
therefore,  ye  eat  or  drink,"  etc.  Do  we  realize  that 
the  things  we  eat  and  drink  have  much  to  do  in 
building  up  this  frame  or  body,  which  is  a  temple 
of  God's  Spirit?  For  instance;  we  know  that  alco- 

hol, tobacco,  tea,  etc.,  are  poisons  that  tear  down, 
instead  of  build  up.  Shall  we  put  such  destructive 
material  into  God's  holy  temple?  See  I  Cor.  3:  17. God  will  not  hold  such  careless  .builders  guiltless. 
Ah,  he  will  not  accept  such.  We  are  taught  to  "  be 
temperate."  One  of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  is 
temperance.  The  Christian's  addition  table  in- 

cludes "temperance."  2  Pet.  1:  6.  But  how  very 
intemperate,  how  very  gluttonous,  are  the  majority  of 
church  members  of  to-day!  They  merit  the  rebuke 
given  to  the  church  of  Laodicea.  They  are  so  full 
of  worldly  treasure,  that  they  have  no  room  for  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  do  not  know  that  they  "  are  mis- 

erable, and  wretched,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  nak- 
ed." Their  lustful  eyes  can  only  see  the  costly  ap- parel, the  expensive  furniture,  the  worldly  goods, 

the  gorgeous  array  of  luxurious  things,  with  which 
their  temporal  homes  are  furnished,— their  tables 

spread. 
How  much  better  it  would  be  for  us  all,  if  our  ta- 

bles were  never  adorned  with  the  rich  pastries  of 
which  our  carnal  appetites  are  so  fond.  If  the  ma- 

jority of  us  would  live  far  more  plainly  than  we  do, 
we  might  be  far  more  healthy,  purer,  and  better  in 
every  way,  and  how  much  good  could  be  accom- 

plished with  the  means  thus  gained! 
We  should  control  our  physical  appetites,  and 

not  let  our  carnal  inclinations  control  us  We 
should  \ivefi?,re  and  holy  lives,  this  can  not  be 
done  by  carnal  indulgence,  either  in  the  matter  of 
gratifying  the  appetite,  or  of  putting  on  apparel,  or 
of  humoring  the  passions.  It  is,  indeed,  somewhat 
of  a  cross  to  deny  self,  but  except  we  deny  our- 

selves, and  take  up  the  cross  daily,  and  follow  Je- 
sus, we  can  not  be  his  disciples.  Have  we  been 

buried  with  him  in  baptism?  Then  we  have  cruci- 
fied self,  put  self  out  of  sight,  and  have  risen  to 

walk  in  newness  of  life,  with  Christ,  our  Savior. 
Let  th£  old  carnal  man  of  sin  be  buried,  and  let.  us 
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prove  what  is  that  good  and  acceptable  and  perfect 
will  of  God,  by  walking  in  the  perfect  way,— by 
living  as  Jesus  lived— pure,  holy,  blameless  before 
God  our  Father,  that  we  may  be  like  him. 

We  ought  not  even  to  indulge  unholy  thoughts." 
"  For,  as  "  a  man  "  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he." 
"  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart."  Can  we  serve  our 
Heavenly  Master  as  well  with  a  brain  that  is  all 

beclouded  with  the  fumes  of  alcohol  or  tobacco,  as 
we  can  with  a  pure  mind?  If  we  have  so  weakened 
our  nervous  system  with  stimulants  that  we  can  not 

feel  well  without  constantly  partaking  of  tobacco, 
wine  or  beer,  are  we  pure,  and  holy,  acceptable  un- 

to God?  Would  it  not  be  far  better  to  leave  all 

these  things  behind,  and  with  them,  rich  pastries 
that  are  indigestible  but  fashionable  substances? 

Shall  we  wilfully  allow  our  systems  to  be  weak- 
ened, our  limbs  to  be  palsied  by  carnal  indulgence 

in  things  that  are  hurtful  to  the  human  frame,  and 

then  at  last  expect  to  throw  our  miserable,  decayed, 
leprous  bodies  into  the  arms  of  our  pure  and  holy, 
self-sacrificing  Savior?  May  we  expect  to  be  con- 

sidered acceptable  unto  him  who  is  altogether  pure 
and  holy,  when  our  lives  have  been  willingly  spent 
in  selfish,  carnal  indulgence,  by  which  our  own 

bodies  have  been  injured,  the  lives  of  our  compan- 
ions embittered  and  shortened,  and  our  offspring 

injured  beyond  conception?  Oh,  that  selfish,  luke- 

warm Christians  would  heed  the  Savior's  warning, 
"  Repent,"  before  it  be  too  late,  lest  they  be  at  last 

spewed  out.  "  To  him  that  overcometh,"  is  the  prom- 
ise given.  Dear  ones,  let  us  overcome  self,  crucify 

carnality,  sanctify  ourselves  to  a  holy  work,  and  be 
holy,  even  as  our  Father  is  holy. 

ren  have  been  circulating  the  aforesaid  reports, 
thereby  inflaming  others  to  do  so,  likewise.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  all  such  be  more  guard- ed in  the  future. 

W.  R.  Deeter,~| C.  G.  Lint,         I 

L.  H.  Dickey,    ' L.  W.  Teeter, 
Jan.  24. 

-  Committee. 

Who  will  Volunteer? 

Yes,  wh 
volunteers 

woe  of  heathen  1 
Will  we 

Bro.    Miller   feels   the  need  of 

his  travels  he  sees  the  misery  and 

Oh,  the  work  for  Christians! 

;  great   question.     Work   is 

of  the  love 

nding  to  the 
goods   to   thi 

CORRESPONDENCE  *-=-- 
"  Write  what  thou  secst,  and  send  It  unto  the  churches." 

partment.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
e  briel.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 

as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  lor  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  for  that  purpose. 

From  the  Huntingdon  Congregation,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

We,  the  committee,  sent  by  Annual  Meeting  of 

1895  to  the  Huntingdon  congregation,  at  Hunting- 
don, Pa.,  met  said  congregation  Jan.  22  and  23, 

1896. 

The  purposes  of  sending  this  committee  to  said 

congregation,  were  as  follows: 

1.  To  investigate  certain  charges  and  reports 

injurious  to  the  reputation  of  said  church,  and  set 

in  order  things  that  may  be  wanting. 

2.  To  exonerate  and  vindicate  said  church  if 
found  blameless. 

A  number  of  charges  were  presented  against  the 

elders  for  allowing  Masonry  to  become  so  deeply 

rooted  among  the  members,  including  some  of  the 

officers,  that  the  church  could  not,  without  help 

from  Annual  Meeting,  remove  it. 

After  careful  investigation,  we  found  that  the 

elders  had  acted  promptly  in  the  matter  and  had 

succeeded  in  removing  Masonry  entirely  from  the church. 

It  had  also  been  reported  that  the  ordi
nation 

of  Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart  and  the  election  of  br
ethren 

Reiff  and  Ellis  were  conducted  irregularly. 

This  report  was  also  found  to  be  untru
e.  The 

circulation  of  it  was  very  uncharitable  toward 
 the 

church  and  the  brethren  referred  to. 

In  our  investigation  we  found  those  ch
arged 

anxious  to  have  their  matters  fully  brought  o
ut. 

The  church  at  large  also  showed  a  dispositi
on  to 

hold  nothing  back.  The  most  open  con
fessions 

were  made  by  all  charged,  even  going  farther
  than 

the  committee  would  have  required. 

We  found  also  that  the  elders  are  labo
ring  to 

bring  the  church  more  into  the  general  orde
r  and 

usages  of  the  Brotherhood.  They  see  the  pro
prie- 

ty of  doing  so. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  reports  have  b
een  cir- 

culated, which  are  detrimental  to  the  Huntingdon 

church,  we  take  this  course  of  setting  its  true 
 char- 

acter, relative  to  such  reports,  before  the  Brother- hood. 

,In  our  investigation  we  found  that  some  br
eth 

needed  all  around  us.  Who  can  stand  back  and 

find  fault  with  those  who  are  trying,  by  the  Lord's 
help,  to  do  the  best  they  can?  God  speed  the  day 

when  there  will  be  less  evil  surmising,  less  hoard- 
ing up  for  self,  less  tightening  of  purse  strings 

against  those  who  are  poor,  and  1 

that  "  thinketh  no  evil,"  more  " 

Lord,"  more  trusting  this  world1 
Lord,  more  of 

"  We  share  each  other's  woes, 
Our  mutual  burdens  bear, 

And  often  for  each  other  flows 
The  sympathizing  tear. 

"  Help  us  to  help  each  other,  Lord, 
Each  other's  cross  to  bear 

Let  each  his  friendly  aid  afford, 

And  feel  his  brother's  care." 
We  have  started  our  Sunday  school,  and  by  our 

very  feeble  efforts  are  doing  what  we  can. 

We  are  poor  financially  and  cannot  get  the  sup- 
plies we  should  have.  I  would  ask  any  one  who 

has  some  old  Disciples,  that  are  clean,  to  kindly 
send  them  to  us.  The  little  ones  who  come  to  us 

will  be  glad  to  have  them  to  read,  and  we  will  be 
thankful  to  the  sender.  M.  V.  Harshbarger. 

Hutchinson,  Katis. 

having  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman,  of  McPherson,  Kans., 

visit  the  church  in  Altoona.  He  preached  two 
sermons.  We  were  glad  to  have  a  talk  from  Bro. 
Daniel  Vaniman.  To  many  this  was  the  first  time 
to  meet  our  brother. 

Our  regular  quarterly  council  met  Jan.  3.  Not 
very  much  business  came  before  the  meeting.  The 

question  was  brought  before  the  meeting:  "  Will 
we  purchase  the  churchhouse  at  the  west  end  of 

Altoona,  now  owned  by  the  United  Brethren?" 
This  house  is  for  sale  and  must  be  sold  before  long. 
It  can  be  bought  for  81,300.  It  is  furnished  with 

everything  necessary  for  use.  The  work  of  solic- 

iting funds-  was  handed  over  to  Bro.  W.  Spidle. 
Some  of  the  Brethren  think  this  would  be  a  good 

point  to  start  a  mission.  Bro.  J.  W.  Wilt  has  been 

holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  Bellwood  with  en- 
couraging prospects.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Kepiiart. 

From  Lenox,  Iowa. 

Brethren  Stephen  Yoder  and  Michael  Myers 

commenced  a  series  of  meetings  here  on  the  even- 
ing of  Jan.  20,  in  a  schoolhouse  five  miles  north 

and_  west  of  Lenox.  When  the  meeting  com- 
menced there  was  plenty  of  room  and  seats,  but 

before  it  closed,  extra  seats  had  to  be  brought  in. 

The  meetings  seemed  to  grow  in  interest. 

Sunday,  the  26th,  was  a  busy  day  with  us.  Bro. 

Yoder  preached  at  half  past  ten.  At  2:  30  we  at- 
tended Sunday  school  in  the  schoolhouse  two  miles 

east.  Bro.  Myers  preached  immediately  after  Sun- 
day school.  At  night  Bro.  Yoder  preached  at  the 

schoolhouse.  W.  G.  Caskey. 

Obituaries. 

From  Cornell,  111. 

Dec.  30  family  and  I  left  our  home  in  Virginia 
and  started  for  our  new  home  in  Cornell,  111. 

After  a  train  ride  of  twenty-nine  hours    we   were 
landed  safe  at  Cor 

came  up  from  his 
hon 

lder,  Menno  Stouffer, 

at  Mansfield,  and  held  a 
len  our  letters  were  read 

:  were  enrolled  with  the 

ncil  Jan.  7, 

and  approved,  and  so 
Cornell  church. 
A  series  of  meetings  was  at  once  begun.  Eld. 

Stouffer  remained  two  days  and  then  returned 

home.  The  meetings  were  continued  two  weeks 

with  excellent  interest,  especially  on  the  part 

of  the  church,  and  while  some  seemed  deeply 

impressed  with  the  necessity  of  forsaking  sin, 

none  appeared  to  have  the  courage  of  their  con- 

victions. Still  we  feel  that  good  was  done,  es- 

pecially in  the  strengthening  and  encouragement 

of  the  members. 
The  church  here  has  had  its  dark  days,  and 

the  faith  of  the  few  remaining  has  been  sorely 

tried,  yet  we  see  no  reason  why  we  may  not 

hope  for  better  things 
is  a  blessing  in  disguis 

faith  tested. 
As  regards  our  change  in  location,  we  have  no 

regrets  to  make  or  apologies  to  offer,  being  all  th^ 

while   impressed  that   the   Lord   is  back 

and  that  in  his  own  way  all  things  v  "' 

the  best. 

From  Altoona,  Pa. 

Besides, 

sometimes,   to    have   our 

f  it  all 
11  work  out  for 

Kesler. 

On  account  of  my  neglect  our  series  of  meetings 

was  not  reported.  Bro.  Joseph  Long,  of  York,  Pa
., 

came  to  us  in  October  and  labored  almost 
 three 

weeks.  He  preached  some  plain,  sound  se
rmons. 

His  great  anxiety  is  for  the  salvation  o
f  souls. 

Our  brother  did  not  shun  to  preach  the  Truth  a
s  it 

is  in  God's  Word.  During  the  meeting  three  so
uls 

were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism,  and 
 two 

reclaimed.  A  few  weeks  ago  another  sis
ter  was 

received  by  baptism.    We  also  had  the  pl
easure  of 

Idest  < 
died  ir 
oldest 

I  took  an  account  of  the  number  of  deaths  re- 

ported in  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  1895.  The  to- 
tal number  of  deaths  reported  is  1,059.  I  classed 

them  in  classes  and  took  thirty  years  as  the  stand- 
ard time  of  our  lives.  Number  of  deaths  reported 

under  thirty,  389.  Number  of  deaths  reported  over 
thirty,  670.  . 

The  oldest  one  reported  was  102  years.  His 

name  was  Wisinger;  he  died  in  the  Johnstown  con- 
gregation, Cambria  County,  Pa.  Next  to  the 

s  Sarah  Gates,  98  years  of  age.  She  also 

the  Johnstown  congregation.  The  third 
ported  was  David  Rathom,  97  years  of 

age.  He  died  in  the  Monticello  congregation,  Ind. 
The  largest  number  of  deaths  reported  in  one 

week  were  twenty-nine,  and  the  least  number  in 
one  week  was  six.  The  largest  number  at  deaths 

reported  in  one  month  was  1*9.  This  was  the 

month  of  April.  The  least  number  of  deaths  re- 

ported in  one  month  was  sixty-eight,  whicn  was 
the  month  of  July. 

A  great   many  more   died   in   our   Brotherhood 

that  were  not  reported   in  the  Messenger.     How 

important  a  matter  it  is  that  we  all  should  be  ready 

when  God  says,  "It  is  enough;  come  up  higher." 

J.  B.  Haines. 
Huntington,  Ind. 

From  the  Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Wm.  Bingaman,  of  La  Place,  111.,  on  his  way 

homeward  from  New  York  City,  where  he  landed 

on  his  return  from  his  visit  to  the  "  Lands  of  the 

Bible,"  gave  us  a  very  pleasant  call.  He  preached 

one  sermon  at  the  Baker  meetinghouse,  one  at 

Mohler's,  and  in  the  evening,  in  Mechanicsburg,  he 

gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on  "  Bible  Lands,"  to  a 
large  and  attentive  audience.  He  was  hurried  in 

his  call  with  us,  as  in  a  few  days  he  expects  to  ar- 

rive at  his  home  from  which  he  has  been  absent  al- 

most nine  months. 

Jan.  18  was  the  time  appointed  when  Bro.  Ed- 

mund Book,  of  Blain,  Pa.,  was  to  commence  a  se= 

ries  of  meetings  at  our  Baker  meetinghouse.  A 

few  days  prior  to  the  time  of  the  meeting  our  elder 

received  a  letter  from  Bro.  Book,  stating  that  he 

could  not  be  with  us,  he  having  contracted  a  cold 

while  holding  a  meeting  elsewhere,  so  that  he  was 

not  in  condition  to  be  with  us.    The  home  minis-' 
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ters  are  holding  the   meeting.     It  is  now  going  on 

the  second  week  with  good  congregations  and  con- 
siderable interest.  Henry  Bkki  man. 

Jan.  28. 

From  the  Monticello  Church,  Ind. 

In  all  the  reading  matter  we  have,  the  Gospel 
Messenger  stands  next  to  our  Bible.  If  we  were 

required  to  dispense  with  all  our  religious  litera- 
ture, the  Messenger  would  be  the  last  one  to  be 

given  up.  Its  able  contributions  are  spiritual  food 
for  the  soul.  Its  general  news  from  all  over  our 

great  Brotherhood  helps  to  make  the  child  of  God 

stronger  in  Christian  grace,  and  gives  him  a  stimu- 
lus to  a  more  active  life  and  work.  When  one 

reads  the  noble  work  done  by  the  many  workers 

and  writers,  it  takes  a  mighty  effort  to  keep  the 
aspirations  awakened  within  the  soul  quiet,  and 

another  effort,  to  pacify  the  great  cry  in  our  con- 

science, "Go  to  work  in  my  vineyard,"  is  almost 
an  impossibility.  Every  piece,  from  the  first  page 
to  the  last  one  of  each  number,  has  the  Gospel 
ring,  except  those  advertisements,  and  they  are 
touched  a  little  with  the  same.  As  agent,  we  urge 
all  to  take  it,  and  never  quit  until  they  are  nofable 
to  make  another  dollar  to  pay  for  it. 

While  we  so  greatly  enjoy  reading  the  church 
news  all  over  our  Brotherhood,  it  may  be  that  a 
few  readers  of  the  Messenger  will  enjoy  a  few 
items  from  the  Monticello  church.  We  have  a 

membership  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers. At  present  we  hold  meetings  at  seven  dif- 

ferent points  each  month,  and  at  some  places  twice 
a  month.  We  have  three  ministers,  at  present, 
with  a  good,  strong  corps  of  deacon  brethren,— ten 

in  number,— to  help  along  in  the  good  work. 

We  have  a  Brethren's  Missionary  Meeting  each 
month,  in  which  our  young  members  take  an  ac- 

atly  helps  them  in  Christian 
!  two  Sunday  schools,  where 

ild,  can  learn  something  per- 
taining to  the  better  life.  Our  church  has  held  a 

neetings  at  three  different  points  this 
o.  Isaac  Billheimer  was  with  us  at  one 

of  our  points,  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  at  another.  We 

had  arranged  to  have  Bro.  Billheimer  to  help  us 
at  another,  but  his  health  would  not  permit  him  to 

appointed,  so  the  meeting  was 
by   the   home   ministry.     Bro.    Dill 

tive   part,  a 
work.    We 

all,  both  yoi 

inter. 

at  the 

now  at  Mt 
tendance  Wi 

though 
of  our  serie: 
done.    The 

.Mm 

mg, 

lyon 

rris,    did   the 

Dd  throughout  the  meetings.  Al- 
united  with  the  church  during  all 
neetings  we  feel  much  good  was 
ibers  were  much  built  up  spiritu- 

ally. A  good  feeling  seems  to  exist  among  the 
outside  world  around  us.  We  have  been  holding 
meetings  at  a  new  point  in  our  district  each  month. 
Bro.  Bridge  has  been  doing  the  preaching  there, 
and  he  reports  quite  an  interest  awakened,  and  an 
earnest  desire  by  all,  that  we  continue  meetings  at that  place. 

Our   church 

all  its  dep. 
feel  to  ble 

they  have  als 

liarmony 
enjoying  peace  and 

aents  of  church  work,  f.__ 
:hc  Lord.  The  writer  as  elder,  has 

not  only  the  care  of  the  home  church,  but  also 
the  Adamsboro  church,  in  which  only  resides  one 

They  have  two  meetings  each  month; 
started  up  vork  in  the  City  of  Lo- 

gansport.  So  we  have  plenty  to  do.  Active  work 
in   a   church    is    promotive    of    strong    Christian 
gr°w  J.  A.  Weaver. Jan.  3i. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  *  Correspondents. 
"As  cold  water  lo  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  tar  cowitry^      ' 

Plevna,  Ind.-Bro.  S.  N.  Eversole,  from  Ramsey County,  N.  Dak.,  arrived  here  Jan.  25,  and  preached three  interesting  sermons  for  us.-Z>.  Kennedv  Ian 
29.  '•  y     ' 

Cheyenne  Church,  Kans.-We  have  just  closed  a 
series  of  meetings,  held  by  Eld.  John  Garber  and 
Bro.  G.  H.  Sharp,  closing  with  good  interest.     Two 
were   reclaimed.-^.  E.  HUtabidd,  Atwood,    Kans Jan.  2J, 

Stover,  Va.— We  closed  a  series  of  meetings  last 

night,  Jan.  26,  after  two  weeks'  preaching  every 
night,  in  all  seventeen  sermons,  without  any  ad- 

ditions, but  not  without  effect.— D.  C.  Zigler. 

Fortuna,  Cal.— We  are  somewhat  isolated  from 
the  church  here  and  we  cannot  have  any  meeting, 

so  we  intend,  during  this  year,  to  move  to  a  church 
of  the  Brethren.  We  get  the  Messenger  and 

Young  Disciple,  which  prove  of  great  interest  to  us. 
— B.  W.  Hays  Jan.  /p. 

Litchfield,  111.— Bro.  D.  B.  Gibson  came,  to  us 
Jan.  25.  One  was  baptized.  One  more  came  out 
last  night,  and  others  are  counting  the  cost.  The 

interest  is  excellent  for  so  short  a  time.  Congre- 

gations are  large  and  growing  all  the  time.— Iskam 
Beenblossom,  Jan.  21. 

Bills,  Pa.— Jan.  19,  Bro.  G.  Schrock  visited  our 
sick  brother,  Harry  Boyds,  and,  by  request,  anoint- 

ed him  according  to  James  5.  Thus  three  of  our 
aged  members  have  been  anointed  lately.  May  the 
Lord  sustain  them  in  their  declining  years!— Silas 
Hoover,  Jan.  27. 

Galva,  Iowa.— Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver,  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa,  came  to  us  Jan.  11.  to  hold  a  series  of 

meetings.  As  the  Brethren  have  no  churchhouse 
of  their  own,  we  had  the  privilege  of  getting  the 
Disciple  church.  Our  brother  preached  twelve 

soul-reviving  sermons.  Two  young  souls  were  add- 
ed to  the  church  and  the  membership  much  en- 

couraged.— E.  Miller,  Jan.  28. 

Edna  Mills,  Ind.— Eld.  Isaac  Billheimer  held  a 
short  series  of  meetings  in  Edna  Mills  during  the 
Holidays.  Bro.  Alexander  Miller,  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  New 
Hope  meetinghouse,  Jan.  8,  and  closed  Jan.  21,  with 
four  additions  by  baptism.  The  interest  was  good 
until  the  close,  and  the  meetings  probably  closed 
too  soon.— John  E.  Metsger,  Jan.  22. 

Nashua,  Iowa.— Bro.  Jonathan  Broadwater,  of 
Minnesota,  came  to  Bradford,  Iowa,  Nov.  26,  and 

preached  for  us  till  Dec.  2,  when  Bro.  Eisenbis'e,  of Illinois,  continued  the  meetings  till  Dec.  8.  Two 
were  baptized.  Jan  12,  Bro.  W.  H.  Eikenberry,  of 
Corwith,  Iowa,  came  to  us,  and  preached  two  weeks 
more,  five  miles  south  of  Bradford,  when  two  more 
were  baptized.— Leah  Pitts,  Jan.  30. 

—Bro.  Abraham  Wolf,  of  Jef- 
to  us  Jan.    18,   and  preached 
sermons.     The  meetings  were 

the    attention    was    splendid. 
diate  results,  although,  we  be- 

pressed  with  the  thought  that 
duty.     We   are    almost 

e,  and  are  always  glad  to  see  any  of  the — C.  C.Deahl,Jan.27. 

Mallard,  Iowa.— Bro.  O.  J. 
icksburg,  Iowa,  came  here  Jan. 
over  Sunday.     He  preached,  in 
The  meetings  were  held  at  th 

house,  three  and  a  half  miles  west  of  town.     Owing 
to  sickness  I   did  not  get  to  attend  the  meetings 
myself,  but  the  report  is,  that  Bro.  Beaver  preached 
some  very  interesting  and  soul-cheering  sermons — Katie  Boh,,  Treat,  Jan.  28. 

Denver,  Colo.-Bro.  Daggett  preached  his  fare- 
well sermon  Jan.  19.  We  regretted  to  part  with 

him  and  family.  We  were  made  to  rejoice  when 
two  dear  ones  said  they  were  willing  to  foil 
sus.  They  were  baptized.  We  have  a  goou  ... 
day  school.  We  hope  that  brother  and  sister  Dag- 

gain.  We  need  a 
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Coon  River,  Iowa. — Bro.  D.  E.  Brubaker,  of  Pan- 
ther Creek,  preached  for  us  two  weeks  at  the 

church.  A  good  interest  was  manifested,  so  much 
so  that  we  sent  for  Bro.  Frank  McCune  to  come 
and  continue  the  meetings.  Some  of  our  ministers 

are  out  in  the  field,— Bro.  J.  D.  Haughtelin,  at 
Truro,  M.  Deardorff  in  Des  Momes,  and  the  writer 

just  returned  home  from  Panther  Creek,  the  home 

of  Bro.  D.  E.  Brubaker.— Jos.  L.  Myers,  Yale,  Iowa 
Jan.  27. 

Duncansville  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  Michael  Claar 
closed  his  series  of  meetings  in  the  Lamersville 
house  Jan.  12.  At  the  latter  place  wc  have  no  ad- 

ditions to  report  by  baptism.  Two  that  had  been 

disowned  were  restored  again  to  full  fellowship. 

Our  aged  brother,  Daniel  Sell,  father  of  our  elder, 
James  A.  Sell,  is  in  a  feeble  condition  at  present, 

caused  by  getting  a  fall  in  his  barn,  breaking  two. 
of  his  ribs.  He  was  anointed  a  few  days  ago. — D. 
S.  Replogle,  Jan.  29. 

Crimora,  Va.— Bro.  Samuel  Driver,  of  Barren 
Ridge,  Va.,  came  to  us  Dec.  8,  and  preached  until 

the  21st,  when  two  young  sisters  were  baptized, — 
one  about  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  returned  to 

the  church  in  the  evening,  where  about  forty  mem- 
bers engaged  in  Communion  services.  On  account 

of  it  being  very  rainy  in  the  morning,  the  member- 
hip  was  not  very  large.  On  Sunday,  at  eleven, 
Bro.  Driver  gave  us  another  good  sermon,  which 

closed  our  meetings. — S.  F.  Scrogham,Jan.  2j. 

Reading,  Pa.— We  had  a  very  interesting  and 
soul-inspiring  series  of  meetings  recently.  Bro. 
Pfautz,  from  Lancaster  County,  was  with  us.  Our 

home  minister,  H.  S.  Kline,  assisted  our  visiting 
brother.  He  commenced  to  work  among  us  Jan.  4,. 
and  left  us  Jan.  24.  Order  and  attendance  were 

good.  Three  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were 
baptized  Jan.  26.  One  more  is  awaiting  baptism. 
Two  were  reclaimed  and  perhaps  three.  Others  are 
near  the  kingdom.    This  was  of  a  truth  a  revival  forr 
both  members  and  outsiders. — Clayton  Seyler. 

Lima,  Ohio. — I  commenced  meetings  at  this1 
place  Jan.  18.  Lima  is  a  city  of  23,000.  There 
are  about  thirty  members  here, — good  earnest 
workers.  Lima  is  like  many  other  cities  here, — 
in  need  of  a  house  of  worship.  Our  meetings  are 

becoming  very  interesting.  We  baptized  one  yes- 
terday and  many  more  are  near  the  kingdom. 

Possibly  we  will  continue  this  week  and  will  re- 
port the  results  later.  I  have  not  seen  the  Mes- 

senger since  I  am  here.  I  am  almost  sick  to  see 

a  copy  — 0.  C.  Ellis,  Jan.  2y. 

Palmer,  111.— Last  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  26,  Bro. 
Granville  Nevinger,  of  Beecher  City,  III,  closed  a 
very  interesting  series  of  meetings  here,  which 
lasted  for  two  weeks.  There  were  no  accessions  to 

the  church,  although  there  were  good  impressions 
made  on  the  minds  of  sinners,  and  the  members 

were  greatly  strengthened.  Every  one  seemed  to 

appreciate  Bro.  Nevinger's  plain  preaching  from 
the  Bible.  At  eleven  o'clock  yesterday  (Sunday 

morning)  he  had  children's  meeting.  There  was  a 
large  crowd  of  interested  listeners.  Last  night  he 
preached  to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our  town  and 
vicinity.  The  church  was  crowded  to  its  utmost. 
The  church  was  well  filled  during  all  the  meetings. 
— Julia  L.  Parish. 

Asheville,  N.  C— We  are  now  located  at  No.  33 
Pine  St.,  Asheville,  N.  C.  Wife  and  I  brought  our 
daughter  Olive  here,  for  the  benefit  of  her  health,  a 

little  more  than  a  month  ago.  We  desire  an  inter- 
est in  the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood  in  our  isola- 

tion from  home,  friends,  and  sanctuary  privileges. 
Not  wishing  to  be  idle,  I  have  been  distributing 
tracts,  and  find  this  a  good  field  for  that  kind  of 

work,  as  the  people  come  as  far  as  thirty-five  miles, 

and  more,  to  this  place  from  the  surrounding  coun- 
try to  do  their  trading,  etc.,  and  this  being  a  health 

resort  we  find  a  great  many  people  here  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  so  the  good  seed  sown  here  is 
scattered  far  and  wide.  We  have  not  seen  any 
members  of  our  church  since  we  are  here.  We 

would  be  pleased  to  have  members  passing  this 
way  to  call  and  see  us—  S.  Bock,  Jan,  28. 
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McCool,  Nebr.-Eld.  G.  W.  Stambaugh  closed  a scries  of  fourteen  meetings  Jan.  26.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Brethren  was  new  to  a  great  many,  but  the 
interest  was  good  from  the  start.— Maria  Lapp,  Jan. 

3°- 
Stratton,  Nebr.— Bro.  John  Garber,  of  Norton, Kans.,  came  to  us  Jan.  15,  and  remained  till  the 

20th.  He  labored  faithfully  in  word  and  doctrine. 
Though  there  were  no  immediate  results,  we  know 
that  good  seed  has  been  sown,  and  God  knows  what 

the  harvest  will  be. — Harry  Barnett.Jan.  30. 

South  River  Church,  Iowa.— Bro.  J.  D.  Hau<rh- 
telin  came  to  us  Jan.  2t.  He  preached  nine  ser- 

mons. Good  attention  was  given  to  the  Word 
preached.  We  held  our  council  Jan.  28.  One  was 

received  into  the  church  by  letter.— Etta  Archer, 
New  Virginia,  Iowa,  Jan.  29. 

Salem  Church,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  S.  Mohler,  of  Mor- 
rill, Kans.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  our 

congregation  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  11,  and  con- 

tinued until  the  evening  of  the  29th,  preaching  in 
all  twenty-two  sermons,  which  were  well  received 
by  those  who  heard  them.  Inclement  weather  and 

sickness  caused  small  congregations. — L.  E.  Fahr- 
ney,  Sterling,  Kans.,  Jan.  30. 

Elk  Run,  Va.— Our  series  of  meetings  commenced 
Jan.  12  and  closed  Jan.  26.  Our  elder,  L.  A.  Wen- 

ger,  did  the  preaching, — seventeen  sermons  in  all, 
which  were  listened  to  with  interest.  We  had  a 

half-hour  song  service  before  each  appointment 
which  seemed  to  add  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting. 

Bro.  D:  Bowman,  of  Missouri,  gave  us  three  ser- 

mons recently.—/.  A.  Miller,  Jan.  jr. 

Booth,  Kans. — Since  our  last  report  from  this 

place  eight  more  have  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side. 
Another  series  of  meetings  was  commenced  Jan.  16, 
Bro.  Eby  doing  the  preaching  About  that  time, 
Bro.  C.  S.  Holsinger,  from  Belleville,  Kans.,  came 
to  us  and  preached  one  week  with  good  results.  He 
left  Jan.  17,  with  many  good  wishes.  The  meetings 

will  be  continued  for  some  time  yet.  —  A.  F.  Miller, 
Jan.  28. 

Astoria,  111.— Bro.  Michael  Flory,  of  Girard,  III, 

came  to  us  Jan.  6.     He  stayed  until  Jan.  28,  preach- 

seems  there  has  been  a  general  awakening.  The 
interest  and  attention  could  not  have  been  better. 

Thirteen  dear  souls  were  added  to  the  church  by 

baptism.  Three  were  reclaimed,  and  one  dear  sis- 
ter who  had  wandered  away,  was  restored.  Others 

are  deeply  impressed.  Bro.  Flory  labored  earnest- 
ly while  here. — Mallie  Davis,  Feb.  I. 

Lower  Deer  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members 
met  in  council  Jan.  25.  Considerable  business  was 
transacted.  A  delegate  was  chosen  to  represent  us 

in  District  Meeting.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  Benja- 
min Wray.  The  church  made  choice  of  sister  Ella 

Musselman  as  agent  for  the  Messenger,  etc.,  in 
place  of  Bro.  David  Blickenstaff,  resigned.  Bro. 

D.  P.  Shively  was  with  us  and  gave  us  four  very 

able  sermons,  which  were  much  appreciated.— 
Aaron  Snowbergcr,  Jan.  28. 

Orting,  Wash.— I  think  this  would  be  a  good 
place  for  the  Brethren  to  send  some  of  their  mis- 

sionaries. Two  years  ago  a  convert,  about  ten 

miles  from  here,  when  received  into  one  of  the  pop- 
ular churches,  wanted  to  be  baptized  like  the  Dun- 

kers.  Her  preacher  did  not  know  how  to  do  it,  but 
took  her  into  the  water,  and  baptized  her  as  near 
like  the  Brethren  as  she  could  tell  him.  If  any  of 

your  ministers  come  this  way,  we  would  be  pleased 
to  have  them  call  and  see  as.— Katie  Patterson. 

Mercer  Church,  Ohio.— We  have  just  closed  an 

interesting  series  of  meetings  at  this  place,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  B.  F.  Honeyman,  who  came  to  us 

Jan.  11,  and  continued  until  the  24th,  preaching,  in 
all,  sixteen  sermons.  He  held  forth  the  Word  with 

power.  The  interest  was  good  during  the  entire 
meeting,  and  we  feel  that  many  are  counting  the 
cost.  Two  were  reclaimed.  From  here  our  broth- 

er went  to  the  Zion  church  (same  district),  where 
he  preached  two  sermons  to  many  eager  listeners. 

— C.  D.  Miller,  Monticello,  Ohio,  Jan.  2J. 

Dulaney,  Va.— Bro.  Henry  Sheets,  of  North 
Carolina,  came  to  Pleasant  Valley,  Floyd  Co., 
Va.,  Jan.  21,  and  held  a  series  of  meetings,  continu- 

ing until  Jan.  26,  holding  te"n  meetings.  As  .1  1  esull 
five  were  baptized  and  one  more  made  application 
to  become  a  member.  Bro.  Sheets  is  an  able  ex- 

pounder of  Gospel  truths.— Samuel  P.  Reed,  Jan.  26. 
Loraine,  111.— The  home  ministers  of  the  Loraine 

church  are  holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  this' 
place.  Bro.  B.F.Britt  is  doing  the  preaching.  The 
attendance  and  interest  have  been  fauiy  good  the 
past  two  weeks.  There  will  be  preaching  to-night, 
and  perhaps  for  another  week.  The  Sunday  school 
under  the  supervision  of  Bro.  B.  H.  Striekler,  is 
rapidly  growing  in  interest  and  increasing  in  num- 

bers. Our  school  is  not  large,  but  is  evergreen. 
New  foliage  is  constantly  appearing,  with  promises 
of  precious  fruit.— H.  W.  Striekler,  Jan.  26. 

Spring  Creek  Church,  Pa.— Bro".  Jacob  Booz,  of 
Saltordville,  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  began 
preaching  for  us  at  the  Conewago  churchhouse  on 

the  evening  of  Jan.  IS,  and  closed  on  the  evening 
of  the  30th.  He  preached,  in  all,  seventeen  ser- 

mons (one  at  the  Palmyra  house).  Four  young 
souls  expressed  their  willingness  to  accept  Christ 
and  follow  in  his  footsteps.  Much  interest  was 
manifested  in  his  preaching.  The  members  were 

greatly  built  up  spiritually.  Others  are  counting 
the  cost.—/  B.  Aldinger,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Jan.  21. 

Olathe  Church,  Kans.— The  latter  part  of  De- 
cember, Bro.  C.  M.  Yearout  held  a  short  series  of 

meetings  in  our  house  in  town.  One  was  baptized. 
Jan.  18  the  work  was  again  taken  up  by  the  home 
brethren.  Thirteen  meetings  were  held  with  good 

interest,  resulting  in  three  additions,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  more  soon.  I  also  attended  a  few  meetings 

in  Ottawa,  while  Bro.  Yearout  was  engaged  in  a 

meeting  in  the  city,  where  there  were  four  addi- 
tions. Bro  D.  C.  Clapper  is  now  holding  meetings 

in  our  west  church. — /.  B.  Crist,  Gardner,  Kans., 
Feb.  x. 

Pierceton,  Ind.— We  had  a  splendid  meeting  in 
the  Washington  church,  Kosciusko  County,  Ind. 
The  meeting  began  on  Sunday,  Jan.  5.  On  the  8th 

I  went  to  North  Manchester  for  help.  I  succeed- 
ed in  getting  the  services  of  Bro.  A.  L.  Wright. 

The  meetings  were  not  so   largely  attended,  owing 
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Roann  Church,  Ind. — Last  night  closed  a  very 

profitable  series  of  meetings  of  twenty-seven  ser- 
mons, conducted  by  Bro.  Daniel  Wysong,  of  Nap- 

panee,  Ind.  He  commenced  Jan.  5  and  closed  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th.  Bro.  Dmiel  faithfully 

expounded  the  Gospel  to  both  saint  and  sinner. 
The  arrow  of  conviction  reached  the  hearts  of  eight 

dear  souls,  six  of  whom  were  baptized,  and  two 

applicants,  whose  vvantB  will  be  attended  to  in  the 
near  future.  Those  meetings  were  well  attended, 

and  truly  the  Spirit  of  the  Good  Lord  was  in  our 
midst.  Many  felt  that  those  good  meetings  should 
continue.  We  feel  to  praise  God  for  the  happy 

results  obtained.— Joseph  John,  Jan.  2y. 

Rogue  River  Valley,  Oregon.— The  members 
here  are  working  in  peace  and  harmony.  We  have 

from  two  to  four  meetings  every  Sunday  in  differ- 

ent parts.  Jan.  12.  Bro.  S.  A.  Shuck,  of  Liverpool, 
111.,  arrived  here  with  his  family  of  five  members. 
He  is  a  minister  in  the  second  degree.  He  has  lo- 

cated here  in  Talent,  and  preached  a  good  sermon 
here  at  our  church  near  Talent,  last  Sunday,  Jan.  19. 
We  now  have  five  ministers  in  this  County,  two  here 

at  Talent,  two  in  Ashland,  and  one  at  Eagle  Point, 

twenty  miles  north  of  Talent.  We  have  one  at 

Williams,  Josephine  County,  forty  miles  west  of 

Talent.  We  have  about  forty  members  in  this  lo- 

cal church,— much  scattered.  We  are  looking  for 

more  to  move  here  in  the  near  future. — David 

Brower,  Talent,  Oregon,  Jan.  23. 

Moscow,  Idaho.— Our  quarterly  council  was  held 
at  the  churchhouse  in  Moscow,  Jan.  4.  Considera- 

ble business  was  transacted.  All  passed  off  nicely. 
Bro.  J.  U,  G.  Stiverson,  who  was  elected  to  the  min- 

istry last  spring,  was  forwarded  to  the  second  de- 
gree. He  also  decided  to  commence  a  series  of 

meetings  at  Moscow,  Feb.  6,  the  Lord  willing.— 5. .V.  Barklovt, 

Linwood,  Ind.— Jan.  19  brethren  Longanecker 
ami  Neher,  of  Anderson,  came  to  this  place  and 
held  meetings  at  the  New  Light  (Olivet)  church. 
Bro.  Neher  continued  his  meetings  till  Thursday 
evening.  The  attendance  was  good,  considering 
the  weather.  Bro.  Neher  has  promised  to  be  with 
us  over  the  third  Sunday  in  February,  to  continue 
in  the  work  of  soliciting  students  to  attend  the 

school  of  Christ,  of  which  one  of  the  faculty  has 
s.ii.l,  "  Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God, 
a  workman  that  ncedeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  right- 

ly dividing  the  Word  of  Truth."-: Jemima  Kob, Jan.  2S. 

Cedar  County  Church,  Mo.— The  Cedar  County 
church  met  in  regular  quarterly  council,  Jan.  25, 

1896.  All  business  that  came  before  the  meeting 
passed  off  pleasantly.  Our  home  ministers  con- 

ducted the  meetings,  our  elder  being  absent. 
There  were  six  received  into  the  church  by  letter, 
one  being  a  minister  in  the  second  degree.  One 
letter  was  granted.  We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  near  future,  at  Jerico,  Mo.  We 

now  have  three  different  appointments  in  this  con- 

gregation. We  expect  to  start  a  Sunday  school  ere 
long,  which  is  very  much  needed  in  this  church. 
There  are  not  many  young  members  here,  but  they 
need  training,  and  the  Sunday  school  will  be  help- 

ful in  that  way.— C.  A.  Miller,  Jerico  Springs,  Mo. 

Dayton,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  West  Day- 
ton church  met  in  council  on  Thursday  evening, 

Jan.  30,  at  7  P.  M.  All  business  was  transacted  in 
a  good  spirit  and  for  the  church  and  the  Mas 

ter's  cause.  A  committee  of  five  were  appointed 
to  solicit  topics  tor  our  social  meetings;  also  a 
committee  to  secure  a  minister  to  hold  a  series  of 

meetings  this  fall.  Our  Mission  Sunday  school 

was  reorganized  by  electing  S.  D.  Musselman,  Su- 
perintendent, and  Daniel  Palmer,  Assistant  Su- 

perintendent. We  are  glad  to  say  that  our  mis- 

sion school  is  in  good  growing  condition.  The  at- 
tendance and  interest  have  been  very  good.  Bro. 

L.  A.  Bookwalter  was  with  us  to  assist  in  our  work. 

At  our  council  two  were  received  by  letter.— Elmer 
Womboldjan.31. 

Flora,  Ind. —An  interesting  series  of  meetings 
here  closed  last  Sunday  evening,  with  an  over- 

crowded house.  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Lewistown, 

Pa.,  did  the  preaching.  He  held  forth  the  Word 

with  great  zeal  and  with  power.  As  an  immediate 

result  twelve  preciwus  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side,  and  were  baptized.  Eleven  of  them  were  our 

Sunday  school  pupils,  ranging  in  age  from  fourteen 

to  twenty-five  years.  One  dear  old  brother,  seven- 
ty-eight years  old,  very  feeble,  realized  in  his  last 

days  that  he  needed  a  Savior.  This  makes  seven- 
teen baptized  and  one  applicant,  for  the  past  six 

months.  Our  meetings  closed  too  soon,  for  we 

know  there  are  many  more  who  have  been  counring 
the  cost,  and  a  few  more  sermons  would  have  fully 

convinced  them  to  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side. — 
/.  L.  Cunningham,  Jan.  29. 

Cumberland  County,  Pa— Bro.  H.  C.  Early 
closed  a  series  of  meetings  at  Jacksonville,  Cum 

berland  County,  Pa.,  with  fourteen  add 

God's  power  to  save,  God's  love  and  Ch 
righteousness  figured  largely  in  his  work.  The  be- 

lievers learned  to  love  and  appreciate  the  lamb  of 
God,  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world. 

Through  his  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  his  won- 
derful experience  with  the  Blessed  Master,  many, 

who  thought  they  knew  the  Savior  by  what  they 

read  of  him,  now  know  him  through  the  divine  pow- 
er of  God,  and  were  made  partakers  of  the  Holy 

Ghost.  They  now  know  the  meaning  of  the  won- 
derful words  of  Paul,  "  Your  body  is  the  temple  of 

the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in  you,  which  ye  have  of 

God." — Albert  Hollinger,  Huntsdale,  Pa, 

Cum-        . tions.    jjM 

irists 
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February  8,  1896. 

-MATRIMONIAL- 

RENCH— PENNY.— At  the  residence  of 

the  bride's  parents,  near  Orlando,  Okla.,  Nov, 

14,  1895,  Bro.  David  Rench  and  sister  Vinnie 

Penny.  N.  S,  Gripe. 

f    TROSTLE— ROWLAND.— At  the  home  of 

the' bride.    Polo,    III.,   Dec.    19,    1895,    by    the 
writer,  William  Trostle  and  Katie  Rowland. 

Ed.  Forney. 

BAKER— WRIGHT— At  the  residence  of 

the  groom's  sister,  near  Nashville,  Kingman 
Co.,  Kans.,  Dec.  2,  1895,  by  the  undersigned, 

Mr.  Job  Baker  and  Miss  Nannie  Wright,  both 
of  Kingman  Comity,  Kans. 

N.  F.  Brubakrk. 

FLANICAN-HERSHBERGER.-At  the 

home  of  the  bride's  parents,  in  Marion  County, 
111.,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  Oser  O.  Flanican 
and  Miss  Cora  F.  Hershberger,  both  of  Salem, 
III.  Menno  Stauffer. 

r  ROYER— GEIMAN  — At  the  home  of  the 

bride's  parents,  near  Westminster,  Md.,  Dec. 
17,  189s,  Mr.  J.  Paul  Royer  and  sister  Lucy  J. 
Geiman.  Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 

FREIDLINE— NEDROW.— At  the  home 

of  the  bride's  uncle,  in  Somerset  County,  Dec. 
24,  1895,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Norman  A. 
Freidline  and  sister  Alice  M.  Nedrow,  both  of 

Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 

J.  B.  Ferguson. 

GILBERT— Y ODER. —At  the  home  of  the 

bride's  parents,  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  Dec.  25, 
1895,  Mr.  James  Z.  Gilbert,  of  Belleville,  Kans.. 
and  Miss  Hattie  S.  Yoder.  J.  E.  Young. 

HENRICKS-OAKS.— At  the  home  of  the' 
bride's  parents,  Jan.  14,  1896,  by  Bro.  Henry 
Etter,  Mr.  Charley  Henricks  and  Miss  Annie 
E.  Oaks. 

BALDWIN— OAKS.  —  Also    at    the   same 

time  and  place,  Mr.  Edward  Baldwin  and  Miss 
Emily  J.  Oaks,  all  of  Caldwell  County,  Mo. 

Lizzie  He 

M( 

SNOWBERGER — FESLER.— At  the  resi- 

dence of  the  bjtde's,  in  Longmont,  Colo.,  Jan. 
19,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  A.  C.  Snow- 
berger  and  sister  Rachel  A.  Fesler. 

S.  M.  Goughnour. 

BAKER— DAFLER  —  At  the  home  of  the 

bride's  parents,  in  Brookville,  Ohio,  Dec.  25, 
1895,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  William  C. 
Baker  and  sister  Emma  V.  Dafler,  both  of 
Brookville,  Ohio.  S.  Horning. 

GIRL-MITCHELL.— At  the  home  of  the 

groom's  brother,  in  Oakley,  III.,  Dec.  i,  1895, 
Peter  Girl  to  Leona  Mitchell,  both  of  Macon, 

County,  111.  A.  L.  Bingaman. 

VANMEDDLEWORTH- MILLER.— At 

the  residence  of  the  undersigned,  in  Banner, 
Fulton  Co.,  111.,  Charles  Vanmeddleworth  and 

Rosa  Miller,  all  of  Banner,  Fulton  Co.,  111. 
Ma >Lin 

[It  will  be  nol 

-Ed.] 

•  -  ■  FALLEN  i  ASLEEP  . . . 

"  Blessed  arc  the  den  J  which  die  In  the  Lord.""    ~ 

BEERY.— Near  Salem,  Ohio,  Jan.  20,  1896, 
Peter  Beery,  aged  65  years,  10  months  and 

9  days.  He  was  born  near  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
He  moved  to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  in 

1862.  He  was  married  to  Mary  C.  Swank. 

This  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living.  Funeral  services 

conducted  in  the  Christian  church,  in  Salem, 
from  Job  14: 14,  by  the  writer. 

John  H.  Brumbaugh. 

GARBER.— In  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  Car 
roll  Co.,  Md.,  our  beloved  brother,  John  Gar 

ber,  aged  76  years,  1  month  and  21  days.  Fu 
neral  occasion  improved  from  Ps.  119:54,  by 
Eld.  E.  W.  Stoner,  assisted  by  elders  Kolb  and 
Ecker.  He  leaves  a  wife,  a  faithful  sister  in 

the  church,  and  three  daughters. 
E.  W.  Stoner. 

LIVEZEY.— In  the  Buck  Creek  church, 
Henry  Co.,  Ind.,  July  10,  1895,  Bro.  Thomas 

Livezey,  aged  63  years,  4  months  and  23  days. 
He  was  born  in  Philadelphia  County,  Pa.,  Dec 
16,  1831.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  emi 

grated  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  near  Dayton 
where  they  resided  for  about  two  years,  aftei 

which  they  moved  to  Henry  County,  Ind. 
where  he  lived  until  death  relieved  him  of  hi; 

suffering.  There  were  born  unto  them  eleven 

children.  His  wife  and  seven  children  sur- 
vive him.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Eld, 

Lewis  W.  Teeter,  of  the  Nettle  Creek  church, 

Ind,  He  lived  a  consistent  life  in  the  church 

of  his  choice  for  about  thirty-seven  years. 
T.  B.  Wire. 

FOX.— In   the  Elkhart  congregation,    neai 

Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.  18. 1896,  sister  Margaret  Sir 

san  Fox,  aged  24  years,  5  months  and  5  days 

Sister    Margaret    united    with    the     Brethren 
church  about  three  years  ago,  during  which 
time  she  remained  a  faithful   member,  until 

called  away  by  death.    She  leaves  two  sm; 
children  and  a  husband.     Funeral  attendan 

was    very    large  and   services  conducted   by 

brethren  Daniel  Rigel  and  George  Swihart. 

John  W.Hoover. 

MILLER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Irvin  Creek 

church,  Dunn  Co.,  Wis.,  Jan.  14,  1896,  Willie 

F.,  son  of  friend  Julius  E„  and  Melvira  J. 

Miller,  aged  6  years  and  3  months.  Disease, 

relapse  of  diphtheria.  Funeral  services  im- 

proved by  the  writer,  from  Luke  iS:  15-17. Samuel  Crist. 

STOVER.— In  the  New  Hope  church,  Cher- 
okee Co.,  Kans.,  Sept.  2,  1895,  Earl  Bryce, 

infant  son  of  friend  Harvey  and  Priscilla  Stov- 
er, aged  1  year  and  5  days.     Funeral  services 

MOYER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  same 
church  as  above,  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Michael 

Moyer,  his  son,  Jan.  17,  1896,  Michael  Moyer, 

gcd  92  years,  6  months  and  7  days.  He  was 

born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.  He  was  in- 
terred in  Columbus  cemetery  Jan.  19,  1896. 

uneral  services  by  the  writer,  from  Heb.  9: 
,  28.  A.  B.  Lichtenwalter. 

RHODES.— In  the  Buck  Creek  church, 

Henry  Co.,  Ind.,  Jan.  7,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever, 
Susan  Rhodes,  wife  of  Bro.  John  Rhodes, 

deceased,  aged  69  years  and  16  days.  She 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.  When  six 

years  old  she  emigrated  with  her  parents  to 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  16,  1S45.  After  her 

marriage  they  moved  to  Henry  County,  Ind. 
n  was  blessed  with  nine  children. 

She  lived  a  consistent  life  in  the  church  for 

about  forty-one  years.  Funeral  services  took 
it  the  Nettle  Creek  church,  near 

Hagerstown,  Ind.,  by  the  Nettle  Creek  and 
Buck  Creek  brethren,  from  John  16:22.  Her 

husband  preceded  her  two  years  and  five 
onths.  T.  B.  Wire. 

EISENBISE— In  the  Cherry  Grove  church, 

111,  Jan.  20,  1896,  infant  son  of  friend  George 
id  sister  Soney    Eisenbise,  aged    I    year,  2 

ionths  and   22   days.     Funeral  occasion    im- 

proved by  the  writer  from  Luke  23:  28. 
C.  P.  Rowland. 

SHAPE.— In  the  Ten  Mile  church,  Wash- 

ngton  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.   7,    1S96,   sister  Barbara 
Shane,  relict  of  Lewis  Shape,  aged  65  years, 

ths  and  27  days.     Sister  Barbara  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 

er  40  years.     Funeral  text.  Rev.  21:4. 
Eld.  John  Wise. 

STAYER.— In  the  Woodbury  church,  Bed- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  5,  1895,  Bro.  Daniel  S. 

Stayer,  aged  66  years,  8  months  and  21  days. 
Deceased  served  in  the  office  of  deacon  for 

about  nineteen  years.  Funeral  services  con- 

ducted by  the  home  ministers,  assisted  by 
Eld.  G.  W.  Brumbaugh  from  John  14:  i,  to 
a  large  concourse  of  people. 

J.  C.  Stayer. 

FAUL.— In  the  Hollowtown  church,  Ohio,  at 

his  son-in-law's,  in  Sardina,  Brown  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan. 
16,  1896,  Bro.  Faul,  aged  78  years  and  4  months. 
Bro.  Faul  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 

church  for  about  thirty-eight  years.  He  laid 
his  faithful  wife  away  about  five  years  ago, 
and  a  daughter  about  ten  months  ago.  He 
leaves  two  sons  and  two  daughters  to  follow. 
Bro.  Faul  and  wife  were  faithful  members  and 

the  church  feels  their  loss.  Funeral  services 

by  the  writer  from  Ps.  23:4,  assisted  by  Bro, 
G.  C.  Wilkins.  B.  S.  Landers. 

SNOWBERGER.— In  New  Enterprise,  Pa., 

Jan.  16,  1896,  Amanda,  wife  of  D.  B.  Snow- 

berger,  and  daughter  of  D.  M.  Replogle,  of 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  aged  36  years,  7  months 

and  3  days.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  two 
sons.  The  deceased  was  a  member  of  the 

Progressive  church.  Funeral  services  were 

conducted  by  Eld.  E.  H.  Smith,  assisted  by 
W.  L.  Spanogle.  Rosie  S.  Myers. 

COGAN.—  At  her  home  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  Jan. 

17,  1896,  sister  Mary  H.  Cogan,  wife  of  friend 
Benjamin  F.  ■  Cogan,  aged  about  54  years. 

She  bore  her  painful  diseases  with  patience 
and  Christian  fortitude.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number  of  years. 

She  leaves  a  husband.  Funeral  services  from 

Rev.  14:  12,  13  by  Eld.  Samuel  Cox  and  the 

ROSS.— At  her  home  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  Aug. 

29,  1895,  Amanda  Ross,  wife  of  friend  Calvin 
Ross,  aged  36  years.  Her  death  was  caused 
by  heart  trouble.  She  leaves  a  husband  and 
six  children.  She,  as  many  others,  was  a  very 
warm  friend  of  the  Brethren  church,  but  put 

off  uniting  with  the  church.  Funeral  services 
from  I  Cor.  15:  55,  56  by  the  writer. 

CASHMAN— At  the  same  home,  Sept.  3, 

1895,  Miss  Harriet  Cashman  (a  sister  of  the 
above-named),  aged  45  years,  9  months  and 

27  days.  She  leaves  a  number  of  friends. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

D.  S.  Brallier. 

KEIM.— At  her  home  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind., 

Jan.  22,  1896,  sister  Phcebe  Keim,  aged  56 

years,  10  months  and  3  days.  Deceased  was 

bom  in  Greshweiler,  Germany,  March  1*6, 
1839.  She  emigrated  to  America  with  her 
parents,  Jacob  and  Anna  Margaret  Arnold. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Daniel  Keim 

Oct.  6,  1859,  and  united  with  the  Brethren  or 
German  Baptist  church,  July  4,  1878,  and  lived 

a  consistent  member  up  to  her  death.  Funer- 
al services  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  14:12,  13. 

Jacob  Ahner, 

PETRY.— In  the  Meadow  Branch  church, 
Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  sister  Amanda  Petry,  wife  of 
Bro.  Daniel  S.  Petry,  aged  32  years,  n  months 

and  4  days.  She  leaves  a  mourning  husband 
and  four  children.  She  was  an  earnest,  active 
worker  in  the  church.  Funeral  on  Christmas 

Day,  conducted  by  Eld.  Uriah  Bixler,  from 

Rev.  14: 13.  Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 

EARLY.— Jan.  7,  1896,  Nancy  Vorhis,  aged 

\  years,  7  months  and  7  days.     She  was  mar- 
ed  to  Jeremiah   Early;   Feb.    14,    1840.     To 

Lem  were  born  ten  children, — four  sons  and 
x   daughters,   of   whom   one   son  and    three 

daughters    have    preceded    her.     She    was    a 
stent   member  of   the   church   for    many 

years.     Funeral    services    at    the.  Wheatville 

church  Jan.  9,  1896,  by  the  writer.       A.  G.  C. 

FREESE.— At  her  home  in  Winchester, 

Ohio,  June  4.  1895,  Betsy  Ann  Matthews,  aged 

years,  5  months  and  20  days.  She  came 
this. State  in  the  year  1831  and  was  married 
Frederick  Freese  in  1834.  They  journeyed 

together  more  than  sixty  years  and  then  sep- 
ted  to  be  reunited  in  the  spirit  land  in  less 

than  one  short  year.  She  was  a  consistent 
nember  of  the  church  many  years  and  died 

n  the  triumphs  of  a  living  faith.  Funeral 

.ervices  from  her  late  residence  by  the  writer. 
A.  G.  Crosswhite. 

EARLY— Jan.  16,  1896,  at  the  ripe  old  age 

of  77  years,  9  months  and  19  days,  Jeremiah 
Early.  He  attended  the  funeral  of  his  wife 

Jan.  9,  in  seemingly  good  health.  He  re- 
turned with  his  daughter  (sister  Wm.  Milam), 

to  their  home  in  Winchester  where  he  had 

a  stroke  of  paralysis,  from  which  he  never 
recovered.  Thus,  in  less  than  ten  days,  he 

is  called  to  join  his  wife  in  the  spirit  world. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  many 
years.  Funeral  services  from  the  Wheatville 

church,  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 

Bro.  D.  M.  Garver,  from  the  words,  "  Set  thy 
house  in  order,  for  thou  shalt  die  and  not  live." 

A.  G.  Crosswhite. 

EBY.— Dec.  25,  1895,  Elizabeth  A.  Eby, 

aged  67  years,  1  month  and  6  days.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Shideler 

and  in  early  life  taught  school.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  on  April  12,  1849,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Jacob  Eby,  by  Eld. 
Daniel  Miller.  This  union  was  blessed  with 

eight  children,— two  sons  and  six  daughters. 
One  son  and  one  daughter  were  called  home 
to  God.  She  leaves  a  husband,  one  son  and 

five  daughters.  She  united  with  the  church 

in  1852,  and  hers  was  a  life  of  love,  care  and 
concern  for  others.  Although  her  affliction 

was  of  long  duration,  she  bore  it  patiently. 
Funeral  services  at  Twin  Valley  church  on 
the  afternoon  of  Dec.  28,  conducted  by  Wm. 

Sboup,  of  the  Old  Order  church,  Martin  Shive- 
ly,  of  the  Progressive  church,  and  the  writer, 

from  the  text:  "  For  I  know  that  my  Redeem- 

er liveth."    Job  19;  25.      A,  G.  Crosswhite. 

LICHTY—  In  the  South  Waterleo  congre- 

gation, Iowa,  Dec.  15,  1895,  Wilma,  daughter 
of  Bro.  Elmer  and  sister  Emma  Lichty,  aged 

10  months  and  10  days,  Little  Wilma  has 

gone  to  her  rest.  Bro.  L.  R.  Peifer  conducted 
the  funeral  services.  J.  H.  Fike. 

BOWERS.— Near  Reiffsburg,  Ind.,  Jan.  15, 

1896,  Joel  Bowers,  aged  71  years,  4  months 

and  5  days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 

Bro.  Samuel  Neher,  from  Job  14: 10. 
S.  Studebaker. 

SAYLOR.— At  his  home,  near  Morrill, 

Kans.,  Jan.  9,  1896,  Jonas  Alden  Saylor,  infant 
son  of  Bro.  and  sister  D.  M.  Saylor,  aged  2 

years,  1 1  months  and  28  days.  He  was  sick 

about  thirty-six  hours  with  membranous  croup, 
after  which  his  spirit  took  its  flight,  from  this 

world  to  its  home  beyond.  The  funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Mohler,  at 

the  North  Morrill  church,  Jan.  io,  at  1  o'clock 
P.  M.  Eva  E.  Meyers. 

BITTNER.— In  the  Grundy  church,  Iowa, 

Jan.  9,  1896,  Benjamin  P.  Bittner,  aged  50 
years  and  2  days.  Funeral  services  conducted 

by  the  writer,  from  1  Thess.  4: 14. J.  H.  Cakhrice. 

BROWN.— In    the    Grundy    church,    Iowa, 

Jan.  15,  1806,  Bro.  David  Brown,  aged  93  years 

and  II   days.     Deceased  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land County,  Pa.,  Jan.  3,  1803.     In  1825  he  was 

  id   in   marriage  with    Hannah    Flaugher. 

Shortly  after  they  moved  to  Mahoning  Coun- 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  for  forty  years.  He 

ne  to  Iowa  in  1869,  and  settled  in  Grundy 

County  in  1870.  His  wife  died  June  21,  1876, 
a  union  of  more  than  fifty  years.  This 

n  was  blessed  with  six  children.  Four  of 

the  children  are  still  living.  Funeral  services 

by  the  writer,  from  Job  5:26, 

J.  H.  Cakerice. 

BREEGLE—  In  the  Jacob's  Creek  congre- 
ition,  near  Mount    Pleasant,    Pa.,    Jan.    24, 

,96,  sister  Maggie  A.  Breegle,  aged  23  years, 

4  months  and  8  days.  Services  by  Eld.  J.  K. 
Eicher  and  the  writer.  H.  S.  Myers. 

BLACKQUELL.— In  the  La  Forge  congre- 
gation, Mississippi  Co.,  Mo.,  Jan.  26,  1896,  of 

brain  fever,  Bro.  J.  F.  Blackquell,  aged  32 

years  and  9  months.  Ira  P.  Eby. 

HERTER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Deep 

River  church,  Iowa,  Jan.  22,  1896,  Matthias 

Herter,  aged  66  years,  7  months  and  24  days. 

Funeral  services  by  the  writer. H.  R.  Taylor. 

MERKEY.— Near  Calverton,  Midland  con- 

gregation, Fauquier  Co.,  Va.,  Jan.  22,  1896,  of 

consumption,  Bro.  Harvey  J.,  son  of  Bro.  Wil- 
liam (deceased)  and  sister  Catharine  Merkey, 

aged  23  years,  10  months  and  8  days.  He 
leaves  a  mother,  one  sister  and  four  brothers. 

Funeral  by  Bro.  Andrew  Chambers,  assisted 

by  Bro.  Dennis  Weimer.         F.  N.  Weimer. 

LOHR.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Indian  Creek 

congregation,  Fayette  Co,,  Pa.,  Wm.  Harvey 
Lohr,  son  of  friend  Jerry  and  sister  Sophia 

Lohr,  aged  30  years,  9  months  and  13  days. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  a  young  man, 

highly  respected,  who  came  to  his  sudden 
death  by  the  discharge  of  a  gun  shot,  while 

out  hunting  with  others.  Funeral  services  on 
Sunday  at  the  Center  schoolhouse. 

D.  D.  Horner. 
SHEETS, — In  the  same  congregation,  Jan. 

19,  1896,  Bro.  Daniel  A.  Sheets,  aged  34  years, 

5  months  and  3  days.  Bro.  Sheets  was  driv- 
ing home  from  meeting  with  a  number  of 

persons  on  his  sled,  when  suddenly  a  large 

tree  fell  across  the  road,  killing  him  instantly, 

and  seriously  hurting  two  others.  One  died 

the  next  morning  and  the  other  is  not  expect- 

ed to  live.  Funeral  discourse  by  I.  B.  Fergu- 
son assisted  by  R.  F.  Hull  and  the  writer. 

D.  D.  Horner. MISHLER.— In  the  Spring  Creek  church, 

Ind.,  Jan.  21,  1896,  of  consumption,  Bro.  Esta 
Miller,  son  of  Bro.  Daniel  and  Catharine 

Mishler,  aged  28  years,  3  months  and  8  days. 
He  united  with  the  church  in  1891.  He  leaves 

an  aged  father  and  mother,  five  brothers  and 
one  sister  to  mourn  their  loss.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  Eld.  J.  S.  Snell,  from 
Isa.  60:20.  Daniel  Snell. 

CORDILE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Eel  Riv- 
er church,  Ind.,  of  consumption,  Mary  J.  Cor- 

dile,  aged  32  years,  1  month  and  21  days. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  four  children. 

Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  from  John  3: 

17.  Daniel  Snell. 
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Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 
International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 

vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 

reliable  S.  S,  Commentary  published.  It 

is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 

thor of  religious  works.     Price,  Si. 00;  our 

.    price   90  cents 

brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book.— 
/  This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 

/  authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting, 

/  1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 

'        publication.     While  it    may    be    used    t 

I  advantage  in  any  
of  our  services,  it  is

  e: 

pecially  adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  school 

prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contain 

185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 

shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book 

being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 

used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 

and  social  meetings. 

Board    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  dozei 

copies,  prepaid   

Cloth  Cover,  per  copy,  65   cents;    per  dozei 

copies,  prepaid   

In  ordering  please  state  in  what  notation 

the  work  is  desired.    , 

Best  line  to  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  the 

South.  City  Ticket  Office,  232  elark  St.,  Chi- cago. 

...HOLWIAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 
FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

BOURGEOIS  Type,   Size,  5^x7  inches, 

This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 

CHAPTER  1. 

)   Tkr  n'umloo'jof  Chris! from  Ahrrilym  Ir,  J,...  ,■/■. 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 

Je'§us  Christ,  6the  son  of  Da'- 

vid,  cjthe  son  of  A'bra-Mm.  (rj\  lfl 
2  dA'br&-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 

Tgaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  ■Oa.'ccjb 

begat  Jii'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  fJu'das  begat  Pha'ivu  run] 

Za'ra-  of  Tha'mar;    and  hPlia're§ 

Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 

are  engaged  in  church  work.     A  complete 

of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.     Pi 
2S  cents  per  copy.     Address  this  office. 

You  Need  It ! 

Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10   Cents. 
Bates  to  Agents, 
this  Office. 

Special Address 

>  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

A  noble  life  is  a  ] 

says  a  noted  author.     It  ._ 

that  our  Brotherhnod    ha 

of  the  Infinite," le  and  we  are  glad in   the 
.  linght 

darkness  all  around,  have  shi 

stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  ThL  ,~ 

brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 

the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 

Quinter's  life  withuut  (ucIiiili  iktply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 

Special     terms    to    agents. 

Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 

ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

Eclipses  Them  All! 

35i  Hours 
Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

.JSC 

S.1I.-I 

Address  this  office. 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 
For  26  cents  we  will  Bend  postpaid  a  full  60 

cent  size  package  of  Victor  Liver   Syrup   Com- 
pound (herb  form)  containing  the  iiKtlleiil  proper- 

ties of  a  full  8l/fil.iK)  lint  tie  of  Victor  I, Ivor  Hvrup 
Until  Jan    1,  1808,  we  make  a  apodal  low  ofler  to 

for  the  offer,  etc.    Three  cents  In  stamps  will  get 
yon  a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 

7tf                                                     Frederiob,  Md. 

I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 

that  I  have  for  sale 

POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 
Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 

Also  a  few  OOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low. 

Address:  O.  JS.  FRANK, 

4tl3  Pleasant  Home,  Oh 

DUBBBL'S Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 

sake,  liave  it  on  hand.  It  is  equally  as  good  tor  Coughs 

Colds.  Irritation  of  the  Throat  and  Luugs.  Tightness  01 

Chest,  etc.    It  contains  no  opium  or  poisons  Or  dangci 

nfidenc 

al  to  it 

sands  of  people,  who  to 
Deric.Kt  they  have  never 
We  have  on  tile  many 

it.    It 
Retail 

s  sold  s 
rict.yon  its  merits.    "No 

C.  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  indui 
nients  ior  families  for  a  short  time  only,  are  given  to  help 

get  this  great  cliiM-saving  rtimdy  introduced  into 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

[45  to  fS3  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop, 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

lents  to  J..SO  per  dai 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 
305  S..  Charles  St..  Baltimo

re,  Md. 

„  .  w™  Pmiltrv  Game  and  Fruits,  Special- 

ti<5  Hay,  &  Grain,  fcnn,  
Hide.  Dried  Fruit,  md 

Bgoti. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 1  Mi.uuti  Culebrntud  Hlgh- 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  A  large,  religious 

reekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brelh 

zn  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onlj 

ecognized    church    organ.     Price,  $  1 .50    pei 

cludinR  Drawing 

back  SL'nta, 

hla  ii.mi  leaves  Chicago  dully  at  8:31  P.  M.,  arriving 

('iin.iuii.iti  next  i»itjrninn  at  7:10,  Cluttauooga  <,:  SO 

M  .  Ail.iiiM,  [0:  |0  l'.  M,,  reaching  Jacksonville  at 

!o  Hie  second  in  oral  tiff,  In  ample  time  to  make  concec- 
llucs  lor  points  in  Central  and  Southern 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 

ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 

teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
ir  peopl 

Single  copy,  pe 

3 

p= 

riodicals  \ ill  be  sent 
Samples  of  c 

on  application, 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 

ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 

terms  to  energetic  agents, 

Brethren's  Quarterly —Prepared  for  all  ad 

vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 

and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wi 

keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 

Single; niliti.m.  t 
■  3SC 

-3Kc 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 

for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub' 

lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  littli 

folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year   10  cent 

10  copies  and  over   t%  cents  eacl 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 

Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 

P  12  OAItDS. 

.-,  ilowt.irod  li 

When  ordering  cards  be  £ 

ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies — We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 

Union  Primers,  Willi  tine  engravings,  per  doz- 

Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  cbart  of  each  leaflon, 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 

Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write  ns 

before  ordering  elsewhere. Address, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morris,  111. 

i-.iim. 

t  Sle< 

M,„:. 

lark  Street.  Chicago;  Frank  J. 

.   W,  1'iisa.  Agt.,  Minneapolis. 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
Vou  should,  by  all  means,  have  the 

New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 
2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  senseof  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  [t  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 

comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 

ed. 

q.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 

page  1"  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 
(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 

the  New  Testament.  • 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Tcsta- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 

notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  (6)  lo  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

ir.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

Compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  biJ  ing  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

etc.  (2)  It  I  11  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 

reason  of  til  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 

his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 

the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 

best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  »  -  5  50 

Bound  in  morocco,       ....  6  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 

Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- dress:     Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

ML  Morris,  III 

Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 

one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  84.00; 
Half  Leather,  S4.50;  Half  Morocco, 

$$.00, 



TTaCZEJ    GOSPEL   MESSBNGBB. 

February  8,  18 

Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 

SAYS  IT  IS  A  GOOD  ALL 
AROUND  COUNTRY. 

Deacon  David  W.  .Wolf,  of  May- 

ville,  North  Dakota,  formerly  of  Ar- 
gos,  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  writes  that 
he  harvested  last  season,  2,800  bushels 

of  wheat,  600  bushels  of  oats,  100  bush- 
els of  barley,  besides  200  bushels  of 

potatoes  and  other  products.  He  says 
it  is  a  fine  country  for  live  stock  and 

poultry  as  well  as  for  general  farming 
and  gardening. 

Mayville,  N.  D,,  Dec.  10,  1805. 

Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 

Dear  Sir:—  As  I  pre 
we  liked  the  couniry,  1 

well   pleased  with  the 

lised  to  write  you  how 

rill  just  say  that  we  are 

country;   climate  and 
Myself  and  family  hai quality  of  tin 

had  good  health  since  we  have  been  here.  Wi 
had  a  splendid  growing  season  and  crops 

yielded  well.  From  160  acres  we  got  2,8ot 

bushels  of  wheat,  600  bushels  of  oats,  100  bush- 
els of  barley,  and  200  bushels  of  potatoes.  Wt 

raised  enough  corn  to  fatten  three  hogs  and  tc 
feed  our  horses  and  cow  through  the  winter; 

we  also  put  up  about  20  tons  of  hay.  Our  gar- 

den vegetables  did  well  considering  the  tend- 
ing that  they  got.  I  have  no  help  of  my  own 

and  diil  not  hire  any  until  harvesting  began. 
For  this  bountiful  crop  we  are  thankful  to  our 
Father  in  heaven.  I  remain  as  ever, 

Yours  truly, 

David  W.  Wolf. 

Brethren,  in  looking  for  new  homes, 
should  follow  the  example  of  Brother 

Wolf.  A  Urge  number  of  the  Breth- 
ren have  already  located  in  the  Turtle 

Mountain  country,  Devil's  Lake  dis- 
trict, and  Red  River  Valley,  and  or- 

ganized churches.  There  is  still  room 

for  many  more  people  near  the  present 
colonies.  These  new  churches  desire 

more  members.  Why  try  other  sec- 
tions until  the  land  is  all  taken  where 

the  churches  now  exist?  In  numbers 

there  is  strength  and  neighborhood 
advantages.  The  Brethren  selected 

their  present  location  after  a  general 
investigation,  and  their  judgment 
should  have  weight  with  others. 

For  printed  matter  and  other  infor- 
mation write  to: 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111. 

Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  la 

themselves  the  many  interes- 
senied  to  the  observant  travel 

thmgah, 
and  yet  they  would  like 

the 
orld  ; 

arge 

ids  and  see  foi 

ng  sights  pre- r.  -Many  have 

I  in  that  direc- 
:o  know  some- 
.    To  such  we 

recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Land 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 

this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 

Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 

travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 

Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 

copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 

nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 

only  S1.50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 

work,  we  are  prepared  to  give  special  induce- 
ments. Address  this  office  for  further  particu- lars. 

JUST  NOW 
1  ngonts  for  the  "Southe 

Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  (he  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 

velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 

pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "  Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 

dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  51.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 

old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 

Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 

If  You  Are  Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 
Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 

Wells  and    Foster 
Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroad: 
THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and 

ous  loading  platforms, 
THERE  ARE  three    rivers    which 

THERE  ARE  numerous  sm 
lakes. 

THERE  ARE  good  wells  of  drinking  watc 
from  iR  to  35  fuel  deep,  tree  from  a 

'I 

t  Plain  Clothing!] 

iety, 

THERE  ARE  good   markets, 
from  *2.so  to  $3.00  per  ton, 

THERE  ARE  no  lands  but  what  are  tillabl 

THERE  HAS  BEEN  an  average  of  twenty 
bushels  of  No.  1  Ha 
Wheat  raised  per  acre 
these  two  Counties  sin 
their  settlement  in  188i,< 

cept  in  1B86   when   the  ; 

<TS  SCHOOL  CO.. 

Cattle  With  Horns 
ARE  DANGEROUS, 

■   oKAYTUN'.S   I 

— Edjtok  Gospel  M  e 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post1 

01.   or   Steel    Posts,  which  in  ' 

is1''™'!   T1'"  b''  ""'  *"" 

Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 

MERCED, 
CALIFORNIA, 

f  our  60,000  Acres  we  have  selected  a  portion  ol  our 
Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

,ve  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  ou  very  Easy  Terms  oi 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

RAILROADS.     Bel»r 

Farm  for  Sale. 

Wells  and  Foster 

THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands 

Railroad Wei 

The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 

ific  Railroad 'has  2^0,000  acres  of  land  in  Pos- 
er and  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re 

erved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 

to  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  io  give  land 
for  a  site,  zn&five  hundred  dollars  towards  tht 

a  church  for  the  ase  of  the  Breth 

BretLern': 

i 
There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  i 

the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  J 
Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  i ng    blanks,    tape  j 

lutlnno, 

pplic 

> 
r 
r 

f    the  quality 

understand  them 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  th 

for  ordering  will  be   j 

Our  rules  for  self.  ' 
simple  any  one  can  l 

j 

■nd  i 

iactory  to  pui 

e  returned.     Our  prices' Address, 

are  reasonable. 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND 

We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  h 

Here  Again  for  1896 

C.   C.    Shoemaker's and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearl 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  eng 

best  quality  oi  paper.  It  is  really  tl: 
class  published.  Price,  15  cents.  Ai 
MAKER,  Freeport,  111..  U.  S.  A. 

Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 
a  want  the  best  hot 

...  .r  pipesvbtem.     Ab- 
solutely self- regulating, 

best  machine  on  the  mar- 
r  market.    Our  guarantee goes    with    every 

chine.  FL--*-' 

Catalogs 

chine.  Finely  illustrated 
Catalogue  free.  Address, 

SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.;Freeoort,  III.,  U.S.A. 

Picking  Strawberries 
In  January  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal. 

would    I 

<  be 

asked  for  these  lands  ar, 

re,  and  ten  years'  time te-tenth  cask  each  year, 

'   i;r,'t->t, 
The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  f re 

$5  per  a, 

ith   only  0 
nt  interest. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located 'last  year 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 

that  they  wtre paying  too  much  for  crop-payment 
id  have  filed  applications  tor  land  in 

Foster  and  Wells  Counties. 

If  you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 
■rices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 

ffer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 

nd   I   will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
ssist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 

freight  rates.    Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 

tigated.    Write  to C.  W,  Mott, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N,  P.  R.  R., 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

W.  H.  Phipps, 

Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 

Map  of  the  United  States. 

;e,  handsome  Map  of  the  United  States,  mou 
iitable  for  office  or  home  use,  is  issued  by  I 
m  Route.    Copies  will  be  mailed  to  any  addr. 

■ 

No  Cheap  Reprints. 

A  16-page  catalog  describing 
:hree  .lilterent  m.o.es  ol  sell' 
prommnuug  S.  S.  Toathers- 
Bihit.-s.    part    in   the   Bourgeois 

ui.)"hdly"eM'l.UUlmi  "imw"'^ 
:an  consistently  ret.nl  Bible*  a. 

Also,  another  catalog  giving 

jist    of    li  let  I,  ten's    lim.ks-     a„,| 

i*.  I- K  I'll. 

and  5.S. 

c  publish  D 

>wer,  lettuce  and  other  vegetables.    You  wouia 

i  digging  the  holes  Tor  nil  kinds  of  fruit  treeB 
id  the  women  folks  would  bo  planting  flowers. 
>ur  grain  would  be  well  along,  and  your  alfalfa 
igln  to  look  like  n  first  crop  of  clover  hay.    You 

would  be  harvesting  cabbage,  lettuce,   radishes, 
unions,  l"'els,  carrots,  turnips  and  other  vegeta- 

bles.   Your  potatoes  would  not   be   frozen.    You 
would  be  picking  strawberries,  Japanese  persim- 

mons and  oranges.    The  women  folks  would  be 
picking  rosebuds,  and  flowers  from  oleanders,  ge- 

raniums ami  lilies.     You  would  be  gel  ting  i'fi  cents 
per  dozen  in  cash  for  eggs.    Your  pigs  would  be 
running  in  the  alfalfa  clover  and  you  ought  to  be 
laying  out  more  flower  gardens  for  your  daughter 
and  be  building  more  chicken  coops  for  your  wife 
Many  families  of  the  Brethren  will  move  to  Dos 

Palos  next  fall,  and  special  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  their  moving  together.    Write  to  Eld. 
A.  Julius,  Dos  Palos,  or   B.  Marks,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 

A  Great  Opportunity. 

Don't  Fail  to  Investigate. 

C.E.ARNOLD, 

McPherson,  Ka 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

Everybody  who  has  a 
sending  for  a  10-eeut  box 

UK  CORN  CURE,  tt 
;o  remove  CornB,  Wi 

corn  can  dispose  of  it  by 

of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 

e  champion  of  all  reme- .rta,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

he  first  application  stopB 

Write  qniok  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  A  CO.,  Proprletora, 

Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa, 
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At  least  1 

preachc" 

al  serin 

Baptist 
had  thii 

i  been  i 

novel  exper: 

was  called  up 

posed  dead  r 

1  ago, 

cded  until 

n  not  ha 

state.     1 

Most  everything  relating  to  the  Arm
enians 

sought  after  and  eagerly  read  at  this  time,  an
d  we 

are  sure  that  the  following,  concerning  the  in
dustries 

of  the  Armenian  women  will  be  read  wit
h  interest 

as  well  as  profit.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  a  lady
  who 

spent  several  years  in  Armenia.  She 
 says:  "The 

products  of  industry  which  have  made  t
he  country 

famous— silks  and  wools,  carpets  and  embr
oideries, 

—are  all  made  by  women,  from  the  treatme
nt  of  the 

raw  material  and  the  designs  to  the  final
  processes 

of  manufacture.  No  man  claims  to  have  any
  part 

in  this  work,  nor  does  he  dream  of  looki
ng  down 

upon  woman  as  an  inferior  being.  The
re  is  not  a 

lingle  proverb  in  all  the  dialects  of  th
e  country  that 

ridicules  women,  though  there  ar
e  innumerable 

ones  in  her  praise.  Armenians  say
:  '  Let  women 

learn  all  they  can— they  will  be  so  much
  more  useful, 

and  we  will  marry  them  all  the  mor
e  willingly.'  " 

It  is  refreshing  to  learn  that  there  i
s  at  least  one 

spot  in  the  world  where  robbers  
and  thieves  are 

n«t  known.  Mrs.  Kate  Foote  Coe,  a
  writer  of 

national  reputation,  is  now  traveling
  in  Venezuela, 

and  writing  for  the  Independent  some
  exceedingly 

interesting  articles  descriptive  of  
that  much-talked- 

of  country.  She  relates  the  following
  from  a  rail- 

road contractor,  of  that  genial  clime:  "We  h
ave  to 

pay,"  said  the  contractor,  "  our  men  on
ce  a  week. 

The  amount  is  sometimes  very  large;  all  the
y  do  is 

to  put  the  coin,  several  thousand  doll
ars  in  gold 

and  silver,  into  a  sack  and  throw  it  over  t
he  back  of 

one  of  the  little  burros,  so  common  here;  a./
>eon  goes 

along  to  drive  the  donkey  and  a  clerk  to  pay
  the 

men;  that  is  all.  They  traverse  miles  by
  lonely 

mountain  road,  those  two— always  with  saf
ety  and 

as  unconcernedly  as  if  such  a  thing  as  robber
s  or 

thieves  were  unheard  of  on  this  planet.  It  is  an 
 in- 

conceivable form  of  honesty,  and  1  hope  they  will 

never  learn  the  reverse." 

s  said  to  have  had  the  privi- 

,vn  funeral  preached.  And  one 

lied  upon  to  deliver  two  funer- 

lame  person.  E.  T.  Phelps,  a 

iding  in  Mehoopany,  Pa.,  has 
ience.  Some  fifteei 

:  residing  at  Breeseport, 

n  to  officiate  at  the  funer; 

an.  The  obsequies  proo 

the  grave  was  reached,  when  the  coffin  i 

for  a  farewell  look  by  the  friends.  No 

this  done  than  the  corpse  sat  up,  the  m; 

ing  been  dead,  but  only  in  a  catapleptic 

recovered  soon  and  declared  he  was  conscious  dur- 

ing all  the  preparations  for  burial  services,  but  was 

unable  to  move.  Not  long  since  the  man  died  for 

certain,  and  the  same  elder  Phelps  was  sent  for  and 

preached  the  funeral  the  second  time.  In  the 

mind  of  the  minister  the  sensation  must  have  been 

a  peculiar  one. 

In  the  scientific  circles  a  remarkable  discovery 

is  announced.  Rays  of  light,  so  it  is  said,  can  be 

made  to  pass  through  wool,  human  flesh  and  other 

organic  substances.  This  means  that  in  case  of 

a  broken  limb  the  skillful  surgeon  will  be  enabled 
to  see  the  exact  condition  of  the  break.  It  means 

more  than  this.  The  physician  will  be  permitted 

to  see  and  know  the  condition  of  nearly  every  or- 

gan  of   his   patient,   and   determine  the  nature  of 

ouu.    vvTihiAtt   tt.'e  pauifill  opiiratio'tf'ort  pro        foi 
them.  While  the  new  discovery  promises  all  this,

 

and  even  more,  still  it  does  not  come  up  
to 

what  the  Lord  has  been  doing  ever  since 
 man 

was  created.  He  sees  not  only  every  part  of  th
e 

human  organism,  but  can  look  into  t
he  heart, 

know  its  real  condition  and  read  the  very  t
houghts 

as  they  originate  in  the  brain.  Hi
s  own  word 

excels  the  accomplishments  of  man,  for  Pau
l  says, 

it  is  "  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercin
g 

even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  an
d  spirit, 

and  of  joint  and  marrow,  and  is  a 
 discerner  of 

the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart
."  Heb.  4: 

12.  Only  the  Divine  can  discern  the  
thoughts  and 

intents  of  the  heart. 

The  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  is  decidedly  in  favor 
of  international  arbitration,  as  should  be  all  other 

papers,  both  religious  and  secular.  In  a  recent 

issuc.it  says;  "Let  us  have  courts  of  international 
arbitration  where  all  disputes  can  be  adjusted 

honestly  and  justly.  There  are  no  more  reasons 

why  different  nations  should  settle  their  troubles 

by  shooting  each  other  than  for  the  individuals 

of  the  same  nations  to  resort  to  the  duel,  or  turn 

assassins  for  a  similar  purpose.  War  is  barbarism; 

arbitration  is  civilization  and  Christianity.  The 

waste  of  the  world  is  war,  and  about  it  cluster 

cruelties  and  crimes  unnumbered.  There  are  times 

when  war  has  to  come,  but  to  make  war  less 

frequent  should  be  the  aim  of  true  statesmen." 

A  RECENT  issue  of  the  Independent  contains  some 

interesting  statistics  respecting  the  work  and  nu- 

merical strength  of  the  different  denominations  in 

the  United  States.  The  following  shows  the  num- 

ber of  members  belonging  to  each  denomination,  as 
reported  for  1894: 

73.312 

Baptists 

Christad 

Cliristi.il 

11.111  Missionary  Association,  • nT.:,  3*..l,, 

1  linn  li  1.   I, 

L'liur.  li  T   pliatil  (Schweinfurth),. 

Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem   

;,: 

'1 

'>:■' us  of  Christ    023.663 

Hunkers,    *'*>* 

Evangelical    '^^ 
Friends  (Quakers)    "4.7" 
Friends  ol  the  Temple    340 

German  Evangelical  Protestant    36,500 

German  Evangelical  Synod    18S.203 

Latter  Day  Saints, 

The  Dead  Sea,  on  the  Southeastern
  border  of 

Palestine  is  the  lowest  place  on 
 the  earth's  sur- 

face, being  1,300  feet  below  the  level  of
  the  sea 

The  whole  Jordan  Valley,  including
  the  Sea  of 

Galilee,  is  hundreds  of  feet  lower 
 than  the  sea. 

And  while  this  wonderful  depression
  is  unequaled 

on  the  face  of '  the  globe,  still  we  ha
ve  in  the 

United  States  a  tract  of  country  
that  resembles 

it  in  a  measure,  at  least.  This  i
s  found  near  the 

mouth  of  the  Colorado  River.  He
re  is  a  depres- 

sion three  hundred  feet  below  the  sea  le
vel,  thirty 

miles  long  and  fifteen  miles  wid
e.  It  has  never 

been  penetrated  by  man,  and  pr
obably  never  will 

be  In  it  are  hundreds,  if  not  t
housands  of  small 

volcanoes  in  a  state  of  activity  
sufficient  to  fill 

the  entire  valley  with  a  poisonou
s  vapor  that  can 

not  be  endured  by  man  or  be
ast.  The  deep, 

rumbling  sounds,  combined  w
ith  the  sulphurous 

odors  and  frequent  discharge  
of  fire,  stone  and 

lava  from  one  or  more  of  the  m
any  craters,  renders 

the  place  the  most  uninviting  
region  on  the  con- 

tinent The  whole  country  bordering  
on  the  ter- 

rible  valley  is  said  to  be  a 
 section  of  complete 

desolation.  One  who  looks  u
pon  it  Will  be :  for- 

cibly impressed  with  the  awfulness 
 of  hell  ttself, 

for  this  is  only  the  border  ot
  the  terrible  pent-up, 

fiery  forces  held  in  check,  
in  the  bowels  of  the 

earth,  by  the  power  
of  God. 

Mtillio.lis 
Moravial 
Presbyte: 
Protestant  Epis 

opal, 

Salvation  Army   

Schwcnkfeldians   

Social  Brethren   

Society  for  Ethical  Cul 
Spiritualists   

Theosophical  Society,- 
United  Brethren   Unitarians   

234.C 

47.660 

S.438,</>9 

1,458.099 

4S.030 

2,500 

262,950 

68,500 

47,o86 

14,126 

Independent  Congregation 

Grand  Total   -•• 
The     Protestants    n 

Catholics,    7,442.774-     There    are 

States  9.322.632  m°re  Protestant 

Among   the   Catholics   are   9,886   
ministers, 

the  Protestants  are  represented  by  
118,020. 

,79311   churches,  the  Catholics  own    
12,627. 

sides  these  there  are  forty-seven  Chinese  
temples. 

15,765,406,    and    the 
are    in    the    United 

Catholics. 
hile 

Of  the 

Be- 

BRUMBAUGH'S  QLIMPSES  FROM  FORE
IGN  TRAVEL. 

No.  31.— Protestant  Missions. 

To  the  so-called  Christians  we  have  
made  some 

reference,  and  wish  we  had  much  bett
er  things  to 

say  of  the  work  being  done  there 
 by  our  Protes- 

tant  Missions.     However,   we   shall   introduc
e  the 
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few  thoughts  we  have  to  give  by  saying  that  the 

field  is  by  no  means  a  promising  one  for  mission 

work.  There  may  be  several  causes  for  this,  but 

the  one  most  patent  seems  to  be  that  of  nar- 

row selfishness,  which,  unfortunately,  attends  too 

much  of  Christian  missionary  effort.  This  is  of 

course,  the  outgrowth  of  the  sectism  and  the  di- 

vided condition  of  the  church,  each  sect  or  church 

determining  to  be  first,  foremost  and  uppermost. 

The  more  prominent  missions  now  at  work  in 

the  city  are  Ihe  English,  Episcopal,  the  American 

and  the  Rev.  Ben-Olid  Jewish  Mission.  Of  the 

first  we  know  but  little,  except  that  it  is  reported 

to  be  exclusive,  jealous  and  opposed  to  any  other 

mission  work  being  done  by  any  other  chunches 

or  societies.  Whether  this  is  the  characteristic  of 

the  mission  as  a  body,  or  of  some  of  its  helpers, 

we  are  not  able  certainly  to  say.  But  that,  at 

least,  one  of  its  promoters  manifested  an  unsavory 

prejudice,  we  are  able  to  say  without  any  reserva- 
tion. This  was  very  disappointing  to  us,  as  we 

did  hope  that  the  few  Christian  workers  in  the 

City  of  Zion  would,  at  least,  treat  each  other  with 
Christian  courtesy. 

To  the  American  Mission  we  made  several  visits 

and  enjoyed  religious  service  with  them.  Exactly 

what  their  tenets  of  belief  are,  we  don't  know. 
They  constitute  a  home  of  Christian  workers 

whose  object  seems  to  be  to  live  the  religion  ol 

Christ  in  such  a  way  before  the  people,  that  they 

will  be  constrained  to  fall  in  love  with  it  and  em- 

brace it.  They  neither  marry  or  arc  given  in  mar- 
riage, but  live  together,  male  and  female,  after  the 

communistic  idea.  As  a  family  and  in  their 

home    life,    their   manner  of  living  appears  to  be 

pun 
The   Mission 

only  a  home  for  its  membership,  but  also  for 

strangers  and  tourists.  All  who  apply,  if  of  good 

moral  character,  are  received  without  a  stipulated 

cost  ot  provisions"  consumed,  wear  and  tear,  etc. 
The  Mission  is  supported  by  the  earnings  of 
the  membership,  charities  and  contributions  from 

those  who  are  friendly  to  the  work. 

While  we  enjoyed  their  hospitality  and  ad- 

mired their  zeal,  we  could  not  approve  their  doc- 

trine as  being  that  of  Christ.  Like  many  other 

religious  fads,  set  afloat  by  visionary  minds,  it  is 

founded  upon  wrong  interpretations  of  isolated 

passages  of  Scripture.  This  mode  of  interpreta- 
tion is  decidedly  faulty  and  has  been  the  fruitful 

source  of  the  false  faith  and  practice  now  extant 
in  the  world.  The  Bible  has  been  made  the  foun- 

dation of  more  false  theories  than  any  other  book 
in  the  world,— not  because  of  any  indistinctness  of 
the  truths  therein  set  forth,  but  because  of  the 
perverseness  of  the  human  mind,  will  and  pur- 

pose. However,  if  this  people  can  so  live  the 
life  of  the  Christ  as  to  make  that  life  lovely  in  the 
eyes  and  hearts  of  the  people,  they  will  do  much 
more  than  a  large  majority  of  professing  Chris- 

tians are  doing,  as  dwellers  and  workers  in  the 
Beloved  City. 

To  the  "Christian  Union  Mission,"  as  conduct- 
ed by  Rev.  A.  Ben-Oliel,  we  had  the'  pleasure  of 

making  a  number  of  calls.  We  also  attended  sev- 
eral Sunday  services,  prayer  meeting,  etc.  The 

Mission  is  intended  especially  for  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple, and  to  them  the  work  is  directed.  The  whole 

family  constitutes  an  active  band  of  workers. 
While  the  father,  by  preaching,  and  private  and 
social  converse,  labors  with  the  men,  Mrs.  Ben- 
Oliel  has  a  class  of  mothers,  whom  she  teaches 
sewing  and  houseki 

epmg, thes 

oppor- 
tunities in  breaking  to  them  the  Bread  of  Life. 

One  of  the  daughters  has  a  class  of  young  women 
to  whom  she  teaches  the  art  of  right  living,  and  in 
connection,  opens  to  them  the  preciousness  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Another  daughter  has  under 
her  charge  classes  of  children,— all  Jews.    As  we  j 

were  anxious  to  learn  something  about  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  of  this  family  and  Mission,  we 

made  some  visits  of  which  they  had  no  knowledge 

prior  to  our  coming,  and  in  all  cases  found  them 
busy  at  work  in  the  different  departments  of  their 
mission  labor.  We  visited  all  the  classes,  saw 

their  work,  heard  them  read  and  sing.  We  must 

say  that  from  all  we  saw  and  heard,  our  impres- 
sions of  the  work  done  were  very  favorable,  and 

it  seems  to  us,  if  encouraged  and  sustained,  must 

prove  a  great  blessing  to  this  oppressed  and  mis- 

guided people.  It  is  largely  a  faith  work  and  re- 
ceives its  support  from  the  friends  of  the  Mission. 

Our  visits  to  this  Mission  and  home  were  always 

pleasant  and  enjoyable,  as  the  family,  from  the 

aged  father,  down  to  the  youngest  son,  are  intel- 
ligent, sociable  and  entertaining,  and  brimful  of 

enthusiasm  for  the  work. 

A  RIDE  TO  BETHANY. 

Ever  since  we  became  a  Bible  student  we  have 

had  pictures  looming  up  before  us,  of  the  little 
town  of  Bethany,  the  home  of  Martha  and  Mary 

and  their  brother  Lazarus, — the  resting  place  of 
the  Christ  after  seasons  of  toil  and  care.  As  the 

days  closed  and  the  cooling  shades  of  evening 

spread  over  the  hills, — away  from  the  noise,  bustle 
and  confusion  of  the  multitudes, — he  would  pass 
over  the  hill,  to  the  quiet  retreat,  in  this  ever  open 

and  inviting  home. Here  it  was that  he  ever  was 

a  welcome 

guest  arc 

und  the  festi 
/e  board,  so  care- 

fully  prcpe ted   by  the  active,   se rving   Martha  who 
loved  him none  the less  because she  did  the  serv- 

ing.    as   ac 
Hons    th s    directed   a e  the  loving  and 

heart-felt. 
sxpressio 

n  of  willing 
acrifice  for  spirit- 

ual  good,  e s  well  as the  physical. 

The  sweet  c'om- mendation 

given  tc 
Mary,  as   ch oosing  the  better 

good 

by  no  means  intended  to  condemn  the 

that  Martha  had  been  rendering.     Ex- 

frstti'ers^SVfim^ivftPffieS'u^e  "or  $Nfo^*^l because  of  the  home  there  made  sweet  and  at- 

tractive by  the  pure  and  sympathetic  lives  he 
found  there.     We  have  been  singing: 

"  There  is  love,  true  love,  and  the  heart  grows  warm When  the  Lord  to  Bethany  comes, 
And  the  Word  of  Life  has  a  wondrous  charm 
When  the  Lord  to  Bethany  comes." 

It  is  a  point  of  interest,  not  because  of  the  small 
village  there,  perched  up  along  the  hillside,  but 
because  of  the  sacred  associations  had  there  by 
the  Christ  with  Mary,  Martha  and  the  brother 
Lazarus.  Because  of  its  being  a  temporary  home 
of  the  Son  of  God,  and  Savior  of  the  world,  it  al- 

ways has  been,  and  always  will  be  held  as  a  sa- 
cred place  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  Chris- 

tian people. 

Early  in  the  morning  a  half  dozen  of  the  ever- 
ready  and  patient  donkeys  were  stationed  on  the 
outside  of  our  hotel,  and,  after  a  hasty  selection 
was  made  as  to  which  was  which  and  whose,  and 
their  names  given— for  all  donkeys  have-  names, 
and  very  often  made  for  the  occasion,  to  suit  the 
supposed  whims  of  the  rider,-in  a  very  short 
time  we  were  on  our  way  to  Bethany,  with  the  al- 

ways present  donkey  boy  running  behind  punch- 
ing forward  the  rearward  donkey.  This  position, 

from  past  experience,  from  fear  of  the  boy's  driv- 
ing stick,  none  of  them  wish  to  be,— but  off  we 

went,  at  a  full  gallop,  around  the  city  wall,  by Gethsemane,  and  up  over  the  Mount  of  Olives 
On  the  top  is  the  Russian  Greek  Church,  and  from 
its  tower  we  had  a  most  grand  view  of  the  City and  surrounding  country.  Then,  descending  the 
eastern  slope,  we  soon  came  in  view  of  the  small 
and  now  very  poor  and  desolate-looking  village 
of  Bethany.  As  we  descended,  we  went  slowly 
and  thoughtfully,  and,  it  seemed  to  us  to  be  a  very 
sacred  privilege  to  pass  over  the  same  ground  and 

the  very  same   path  that  was   trodden   by  th, 

Savior  himself.  Bethlehem  is  a  place  of  some 

twenty  antiquated-looking  houses,  built  of  stone 
and  dried  brick,  some  of  them  so  dilapidated  that 

you  feel  afraid  to  get  near  them,  lest  they  should 

topple  over  on  you.  On  our  entering  the  place 

the  squalid  and  poverty-stricken  inhabitants  con- 
fronted  us  with   looks  and   actions  that   indicated 

:ither  good  will   nor   welcome.     But 

offe 

ring 

the  
usual  

and  
expected  

tip,  
their  

hearts  
and 

their  
doors  

were  
opened  

to  us,  and  
we  were  

shown 
the  

grave  
of  Lazarus,— 

his  
first  

grave  
we  mean. Then  

we  saw  
too,  

the  
house  

in  which  
Mary  

and 
Martha  

lived,  
the  house  

of  Simon  
the  

leper,  
where 

Mary  
anointed  

the  feet  
of  Jesus,  

and  
a  few  

other 
places  

of  Bible  
note.  

Of  the  
identity  

of  these 
places  

there  
is  much  

room  
for  doubt,  

but  
as  to 

the  site  
of  the  town  

there  
is  no  room  

for  doubt, 
and  it  is  enough  

for  us  to  know  
that  

we  were,  
in- 

deed, in  the  
same  

place  
and  

surrounded  

by  the 
same  

scenes  
where  

once  
the  

Master  
made  

his 
home. 

But  how  sad  the  changel  Instead  of  these  min- 

istering spirits  whose  delight  it  was  to  entertain 

and  hold  sweet  converse  with  the  world's  Redeem- 
er, we  now  find  the  ignorant,  superstitious  Mo- 

hammedans whose  highest  ambition  is  to  have 

enough  to  eat,  drink,  lounge  through  a  miserable 

existence  and  duplicate  themselves  in  their  off- 

spring. Our  guide  was  very  attentive  and  offi- 
cious, expecting  thereby  to  get  from  us  the  larger 

backsheesh  which  is  always  asked  for  at  the  "  fin- 

ish," as  they  say  when  done.  And  no  matter  how 
much  you  give,  they  shrug  their  shoulders  and 

want  more. 

After  spending  several  hours  in  the  place  we 

returned  to  our  donkeys  where  we  found  several 

boys  and  men  holding  each  one,  and  a  third  one 

ready  to  help  you  on,  all  expecting  a  backsheesh. 

In  addition  to  this,  vou  are  met  with  cqi.alid looking  women  with  nude  children 'in  their  aims;' 
holding  out  their  filthy  hands  pleading  for  help. 

After  responding  to  all  these  demands,  you 
make  a  dash  to  get  away,  only  to  be  met  by  the 

wayside  by  some  more  beggars,— lepers  without 
hands,  some  without  feet,  —  pushing  themselves 
along  with  their  hands  and  making  the  most  pitia- 

ble appeals  for  charity.  Others  are  blind  and 

crippled,  so  that  you  are  made  heart-sick  at  the 
wretchedness  that  meets  your  gaze  everywhere, 
outside  of  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  you  are  glad 
to  get  inside  of  the  gates  that  you  may  be  rid  of 
their  appeals  and  pleadings. 

We  are  sometimes  asked,  Do  you  think  there 
is  any  similarity  between  these  places  as  we  now 
see  them,  and  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Christ? 
No,  we  think  not  in  anything  except  in  some  of 
the  customs.  Many  of  these  remain  unchanged, 
and  we  see  them  to-day,  exactly  as  they  are  de- 

scribed and  referred  to  in  the  Bible.  But  as  to 
the  people  or  inhabitants,  the  change  in  most 
cases  has  been  complete.     Especially  is  this  true of  the 

gion,  excepting  the  Jews. 

"Yes,  life  is  full  of  difficulties  and  hindrances. 
But  it  is  also  full  of  opportunities.  But  the  trouble 
is  that  we  turn  up  our  noses  at  many  of  the  little opportunities,  and  so  never  become  skillful  enough 
to  find  and  catch,  and  keep  and  use  the  larger 
ones.  But  if  you  will  use  your  little  openings  in 

hearty,  wide-awake  way,  and  strive 
little  more  skillful  in  using 

sure  to  find  larger  opportunities  and a  wider  influence  as  the  days  and  years  roll  by." 

"Doubting.  does  not  necessarily  indicate  back- sliding, ,t  sometimes  shows  a  serious  thinking 
mind  disposed  to  ponder  well  that  which  it  reads, 

'ne  doubt  once  disposed  of  and  removed,  lets 

earnest, 
each  day  to  becom them 

fathers,  the  apostles  and,  more,  by  the  Blessed  J  tern  ̂-1?/ JJS?.'  ?'.'..the  greater  for  havinS  bee" 

porarily  withheld.' 
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•ESSAYS; 
n  that  needeth  not  be 

THE  RESURRECTION. 

.  MORELOCK. 

On  the  hills  of  Palestine 

Morning  breaks  with  rosy  beam; 

Sunny  meads  and  murmuring  rills, 

Make  a  scene  for  poet's  dream. 

But  a  darkness  seems  to  hide 

All  of  nature's  charms  away 
From  the  sad  apostles'  hearts 
As  they  go  their  weary  way. 

Yesterday  their  loving  Lord 

Died  a  cruel,  shameful  death; 

They  had  watched  and  grieved  with 
Till  his  last  expiring  breath. 

not  of  works,  but 

riedi 

s  laid  away 

llll     III! 

All  their  hopes  are 
In  that  narrow  gi 

Where  their  Lord  1 

For  the  resurrect 

They  had  hoped  to  reig 
In  an  earthly  kingdom  here, 

Hoped  to  see  all  nations  bow 

At  his  feet  in  holy  fear. 

Loving  promises  forgot, 

As  with  heavy  hearts  they  go 

To  their  lonely,  cheerless  homes, 

Bent  beneath  their  weight  of  woi 

Striving  so  in  doubt  and  grief 

One  another's  hearts  to  cheer, 
Time  on  leaden  wings  has  passed 

And  the  glorious  dawn  is  near. 

Early  that  eventful  morning 
Women  hasten  to  the  tomb, 

Little  thinking  of  the  gladness 

That  should  drive  away  their  gli 

Chri 

,  tin- 

,  Sane ,    lllLIU 

Oh,  the  joy  his  presence  gives! 

Every  doubt  and  fear  has  vanished; 

Jesus,  their  Redeemer,  lives. 

Lives,— let  men  and  angels  sing; 

Hail,  all  hail  the  glorious  Christ, 

Hail  to-day  that  living  King! 

Mitchell,  /Cans.       

"  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  23:  6. 

cording  to  election  might  sta 

of  him  that  calleth." 
Here  we  have  a  clear  case  of  individual  elec- 

tion,—Jacob  chosen  of  God  before  he  was  born,  to 
accomplish  a  certain  work,  "that  the  purpose  of 

God  according  to  election  might  stand." 
With  this  clear  type  before  us  it  is  very  hard, 

indeed,  to  accept  righteousness  as  a  free  gift  of 
God,  fully  purchased  before  we  were  born,  before 

we  could  do  good  or  evil  in  God's  sight.  It  is  so 
humiliating  to  be  compelled  to  drop  everything, 

even  our  good  works  and  be  justified  by  Christ 

alone.  If  justified,  if  saved,  if  sanctified  at  all,  it 

must  be  done  by  God's  own  purpose  "according 

to  election."  Every  Christian  stands  where  Ja- 
cob stood,  "  not  of  works  but  of  him  that  calleth." 

God's  purpose  "according  to  election"  reaches 
every  man;  it  is  not  now  an  individual  matter,  but 

it  is  a  consummated  plan  which  we  can  accept  or 

reject.  If  we  accept  the  plan,  we  stand  according 

to  election  and  not  according  to  work; 

ject  the  plan  we  go  down  under  the  just  condem- 

nation of  an  unholy  life,  under  the  righteous  sen- 

tence of  an  offended  God,  whose  pardoning  mercy 

we  would  not  accept. 

God  called  the  Jewish  nation  out  from  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth 

adopted  children,  before  they  k 

evil, — only  those  who  were 

stand.  "This  is  my  covenan 

keep,  between  me  and  you  a 

thee;  Every  ml 

cumcised.  And 

your  foreskin;  ai 
nant  betwixt  me 

days  old  shall  b 
man  child  in  you 

ade    the 

to  do  good 

vhich    ye 
id   thy 

Number  Seven. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin; 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  
in  him."— 2 

Cor.  5:21. 

God's  Dealings  with  Men  all  Lead  up  to  This  One 

End,  Election. 

God's  divine  plan  was  fully  laid  out  before 
 the 

"  world  began."  2  Tim.  1:  9-  "  Before  the  fou
nda- 

tion of  the  wold,"  Eph.  1:  4.  he  had  fully  laid  the
 

plan  for  man's  redemption,  and  a  careful  st
udy  of 

the  former  dispensations  will  clearly  show
  an  un- 

folding of  this  glorious  work,  consummated  in
  this 

dispensation.  Christ  manifest  in  these
  last  times 

"was  foreordained  before  the  foundation 
 of  the 

world,"  1  Pet.  1:  20,  and  God's  dealing  w
ith  the 

children  of  men  for  four  thousand  years  was 
 not  to 

develop  a  plan,  but  to  unfold  on
e,  to  our  finite 

minds.  Christ,  our  Substitute,  suffer
ed  for  four 

thousand  years  to  bring  about  the  grand
  and  glo- 

rious liberty  that  we  enjoy,  free  from  the  bonda
ge 

of  sin.  When  the  plan  is  fully  unfolded  a
nd  the 

great  work  is  consummated,  he  prays,  "
O  Father, 

glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  self,  with  th
e  glory 

which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  worl
d  was. 

John  17;  5. 

God  was  not  experimenting  with  m
en  for  his 

benefit,  but  for  their  benefit.  With  all  t
he  clear 

and  definite  lessons  leading  up  to  the 
 doctrine 

of  election,  it  seems  hard  for  us  to  l
ose  self 

enough  to  grasp  the  divine  plan  
for  man's  re- 

demption. 

Often  we  get  hold  of  a  type  leading  up  to 
 this 

grand  doctrine,  and  use  the  type  for  the  do
ctrine 

itself.     Paul   calls   attention   to   one   such  type  in 

Rom.  9:  10-13,  clearly  telling  why  he  calls  
atten- 

'    tion  to   the  type   "that  the   purpose  of  God  ac- 

1  child  among  you  shall  be  cir- 

ye  shall  circumcise  the  flesh  of 

d  it  shall  be  a  token  of  the  cove- 

and  you.  And  he  that  is  eight 

circumcised  among  you,  every 

generations,  he  that  is  J)orn  in 

the  house,  or  bought  with  money  of  any  stranger, 

which  is  not  of  thy  seed.  He  that  is  born  in  thy 

house,  and  he  that  is  bought  with  thy  money,  must 

needs  be  circumcised:  and  my  covenant  shall  be 

in  your  flesh  for  an  everlasting  covenant.  And 

foreskin  is  not  circumcised,  that  soul  shall  be  
cut 

off  from  his  people;  he  hath  broken  my  
cove- 

nant."    Gen.  17:  10-14. 

No  man  had  a  chance  to  become  one 
 of  God's 

children  unless  he  was  born  a  Jew  or  bough
t  with 

a  Jew's  money.  The  little  Jewish  boy  beca
me  a 

child,  not  by  any  appointment  of  his  own,
  but  by 

God's  appointment.  It  was  a  matter,  not  o
f  works, 

not  of  him  that  willeth,  but  of  God  t
hat  calleth. 

God's  call  here  reaches  the  specific  few,  but
  now 

the  call  is.  to  every  man,  to  both 
 Jew  and  Gen- 

tile, to  one  and  all.  God  only  used  the  
Jews  as 

a  type  of  his  people,  and  we 
 should  remember 

that  though  they  were  the  elect  of  
God,  they  fell 

by  unbelief.     Only 

ness  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past,  through 

the  forbearance  of  God;  to  declare,  I  say,  at  this 

time  his  righteousness:  that  he  might  be  just,  and 

the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus."  Rom. 

3:  24-26. Christ's  righteousness  is  our  only  plea.  God's 
great  plan  culminates  in  Christ,  though  a  great 

mystery  "which  was  kept  secret  since  the  world 

began  "  is  now  "  made  manifest  by  the  Scriptures 
of  the  prophets,  according  to  the  commandment 

of  the  everlasting  God,  made  known  to  all  nations 

for  the  obedience  of  faith."  Rom.  16:  25,  26. 

"We  speak  the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery,  even 
the  hidden  wisdom,  which  God  ordained  before 

the  world  unto  our  glory."  I  Cor.  2:  7.  "  Unto 
me  ....  is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  preach 

.  ,  .  .  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ;  and  to 

make  all  men  see  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the 

mystery,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 
hath  been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things  by 

Jesus  Christ:  To  the  intent  that  now  unto  the 

principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places  might 

be  known  by  the  church  the  manifold  wisdom  of 

God,  according  to  the  eternal  purpose  which  he 

purposed  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  Eph.  3:  9-1 1. 
"  I  am  made  a  minister,  according  to  the  dispen- 

sation of  God  which  is  given  to  me  for  you,  to  ful- 

fill the  word  of  God;  even  the  mystery  which  hath 

been  hid  from  ages  and  from  generations,  but  now 

is  made  manifest  to  his  saints:  To  whom  God 

would  make  known  what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory 

of  this  mystery  among  the  Gentiles;  which  is 

Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory:  Whom  we  preach, 

nd  teaching  every  man  in  all 
nt  every  man   perfect 

„,,!, 

incarnate, 

May  we 

and  thus 

w. tilling  every  ma 

wisdom;  that  we   may   prest 

in  Christ  Jesus."     Col.  1:  26-28. 
This  great  mystery  means  Christ 

means  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus, 

make  "The  Loud  our  Righteousness," 

stand  as  God's  own  elect! 
Bridgcwater,  Va. 

BY  MATTIE  A.  LEAK. 

"And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Thou  hast  done  foolishly;  thou 

hast  not  kept  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  which 

led  thee:  for  now  would  the  Lord  have  established •  ever."— I  Sam.  13:  13. 

thy  kingdo: 
Paul,  i 

mnant  of  that  elect 

stand,  and  they  stand   by  the  election  
of  grace. 

Rom.  IH5-  The  Jews  were  elect  as  a  nati°,n'  °
n; 

ly  for  the  purpose  of  unfolding  
the  great  plan  of 

election  by  grace.  Though  elect  
they  were  placed 

under  the  necessity  of  obedience  
to  the  ordinances 

and  ceremonies  of  the  Mosaic  
law.  The  obedi- 

ence was  a  matter  of  free  volition  on  t
he  part  of 

every  son  of  Abraham.  The  
obeying 

holding  of  obedience  did  
not  makr  " 

but  it  did  retain  or  forfeit  
their 

we,  as  the  elect  of  God,  
are  not 

works,  but  by  God's  unfold
ed  pi 

old  Israel,  stand  or  fall,  not  u
pon  th 

works,  but  by  election,  yet, 
 to 

them  children, 

lationship.  So 

ade  so  by  our 

1,  and  we,  like 
rit  of  our 

thhold  our  obe- 

dience, places  us  with  the  unbelievin
g  J 

Every  sin  offering  under  
the  law 

Christ,  the  sin  offering  for  th
e  whole  world.  Ev- 

ery type,  ordinance,  and  ceremo
ny  of  the  law, 

either  directly  or  indirectly 
 culminated  in  Christ 

and  thus  contributed  to  the  u
nfolding  of  the  elec- 

tion of  grace.  The  Jews,  altho
ugh  the  elect  of 

God,  were  under  the  ne
cessity  of  — 

ings'  and,  by  reason  of  failure,  we
re  ; 

having  "  come  short  of  the  glory
  of  G 

We  stand,  "being  justified    freel
y   by   his  grace 

through  the   redemption   
that 

Whom   God  hath  set  forth  
 to   be  a  propitiation 

through  faith  in  his  blood,  
to  declare  his  righteous 

unts    to 

onstant  sin  offer- 

Romans  15:  4,  tells  us,  '■  For  whatsoever 

things  were  written  aforetime  were  written  fol  ou
r 

learning,"  and  surely  we  may  not  only  learn  much, 

and  see  the  triumphs  of  divine  grace  in  the  beau
- 

tiful and  holy  lives  of  such  men  as  Abraham, 

Joseph,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Paul,  Peter,  John 
 and 

many  others,  but  we  may  also  learn  much  by
 

studying  the  lives  of  those  who  have  transg
ressed 

andments  of  God,  preferring  to  have 

way  rather  than  to  submit  themselves 

to  the  will  of  God.  Such  an  one  was  Saul,  t
he  first 

king  of  Israel,  and  in  God's  dealings
  with  this 

stubborn  monarch,  we  may  si 

quences  of  rebellion  against 

heaven. 
Samuel  had  told  Saul  to  go  c 

tarry  there  seven  days,  until  1 

offer  burnt  offerings  and  to  s; 

ings,  and  to  show  him  what  he  should  
do.  Saul 

went,  as  commanded,  to  the  place  appointed,  
and 

tarried  until  near  the  close  of  the  seventh  
day 

when,  seeing  his  army  rapidly  diminishing,  
by  de- 

sertion, and  seeing  the  great  numbers 

of  the  enemy  encamped  so  near  
hi 

ened  and  trembling  army,  he  became  
impatient  at 

the  prophet's  delay  and  transgressed  
the  com- 

mandment of  the  Lord,  as  given  through  his  proph- 

et. How  fatal  to  him,  and  to  the  establishment  
of 

his  house,  was  this  act  of  disobedienc 

this  transgression,  the  kingdom  
would 

perpetuated  in  his  family  
forev 

said   Samuel,    "thy   kingdo: 

the  awful  conse- the    mandates    of 

,wn  to  Gilgal  and 

!  should  come,  to 

:rifice  peace  offer- 

nd  strength 

own   weak- 

But  for 

/e  been 

now," 

shall  not  continue." his  temptation,  and  how 

:ause  I  saw  that  the  peo- 

ple were  scattered  from  me,  and  that  thou  
earnest 

not  within  the  days  appointed,  and  that  
the  Phil- 

istines gathered  themselves  together  at  Michmash; 

And  yet,  how  great  ' 
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therefore  said  I,  the  Philistines  will  come  down  now 

upon  me  to  Gilgal,  and  1  have  not  made  supplica- 
tion unto  the  Lord:  I  forced  myself  therefore  and 

offered  a  burnt  offering." 

If  this  act  of  irregularity  in  the  worship  of  God 

merited  so  condign  a  punishment,  what  must  he 

the  displeasure  of  God  at  the  many  irregularities, 
innovations  and  substitutions  that  have  crept  into 
the  Christian  church!  Indeed,  hardly  a  semblance 

of  the  form  of  doctrine  that  was  once  delivered  to 

the  saints,  is  retained  in  the  various  pop"lar 
churches  of  Christendom. 

What  liberties  have  been  taken  with  the  sacred 

ordinances  of  God's  house?  Baptism,  as  the  initia- 
tory rite  into  the  visible  church  of  Christ  is  clearly 

commanded,  and  the  mode  plainly  set  forth  in 

the  divine  oracles.  The  primitive  Christians,  as 
we  learn  from  the  writings  of  the  early  Fathers,  had 

a  great  veneration  for  this  rite.  Says  Cave,  "  This 
immersion  was  performed  thrice,  the  person  bap- 

tized being  three  several  times  put  under  water,  a 
custom  which  Basil  and  Sozomon  will  have  de- 

rived from  the  apostles.  It  is  certain  that  it  was 
very  early  in  the  church,  being  twice  mentioned 
by  Tertullian  as  the  common  practice.  By  this 
trine  immersion  they  signified  (say  some)  their 
distinct  adoring  the  three  persons  in  the  blessed 
Trinity;  and  therefore  the  custom  was,  at  the  nam 

ing  of  every  person,  the  Father,  Son,  and  the  Ho- 

ly Ghost,  to  plunge  the  party  under  water." 
"Bui  in  after  times,"  the  same  writer  tells  .us, 

"They  were  content  to  immerge  but  once." 

Still  later,  in  the  sixth  century,  it  was  decre'ed 
by  a  council,  that  they  should  use  single  immer- 

sion, and  that  this  would  sufficiently  express  the 

mysteries  of  baptism,  and  sprinkling  also  came  in- 
to use  in  cases  of  necessity,  as  of  weakni  ss,  or 

where  conveniency  of  immerging  could  not  be  had. 

Thus  the  Scriptural  mode  has  been  generally  dis- 
carded, and  those  of  human  invention  substituted. 

l..^iuiH,";JlhKj:IJe^,fo,vrHl^nntji,t.|uu!iit]liij^rilEj)T 
bread  and  sip  of  wine  is  all  that  remains  of  that 
which  was  instituted  by  our  dear  Lord  on  the 

night  of  his  betrayal,  and  handed  down  by  his 
apostles.  That  the  early  Christians  partook  of  a 
meal  in  connection  with  the  sacramental  ele- 

ments, we  learn  also  from  Cave,  He  says,  "Out 

of  these  oblations,"  that  is,  the  gifts  brought  by 
the  participants,  "they  took  provisions  to  furnish 
the  common  feast,  which  in  those  days  they  con- 

stantly had  at  the  celebration  of  the  sacrament, 
where  the  rich  and  poor  feasted  together  at  the 
same  table.  These  were  called  agttpae,  or  love 
feasts  (mentioned  by  St.  Jude),  and  plainly  enough 

intimated  by  St.  Paul,  because  hereat  they'  teslifi  d and  confirmed  their  mutual  love  and  kindness;  a 
thing  never  more  proper  than  at  the  celebration  of 

the  Lord's  Supper,  which  is  not  only  a  seal  of  our peace  with  God,  but  a  sign  and  a  pledge  of  our 
communion  and  fellowship  with  one  another." 

The  Apostle  also  commands,  "  Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world,  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the 

renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is 
that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God." 
That  we  are  not  to  conform  to  the  world  in  the 
matter  of  dress  is  plainly  taught  in  God's  Word  ( 1 
Pet.  3:  3;  1  Tim.  2:  9;  James  1:  21);  yet  how  the 
great  bulk  of  professors  in  our  day  have  lost  sight 
of  this!  Pride  and  folly  prevail  in  the  churches, 
but  those  Christians  who  lived  near  the  time  of  the 
apostles,  and  whose  hearts  were  all  aglow  with 
love  for  their  dear  Lord,  and  who  would  suffer 
any  torture,  or  endure  any  indignity  rather  than 
forsake  their  Blessed  Master,  were  exceedingly 
plain  and  modest  in  their  apparel,  regarding  all  dis- 

play as  sinful  and  unchaste.  Cave  devotes  much 
space  to  this  subject.  We  will  make  a  few  quota- 

tions: "The  care  about  our  garb  and  dress,  said 
they,  is  one  of  those  instances  of  sobriety  which 
are  to  be  conducted  by  the  rules  of  religion  and 
reason,  and  which  very  much  discover  a  virtuous 
or  a  vicious  temper."  "It  is  not  enough,"  says Tertullian,  "that  a  Christian  be  chaste  and  mod- 

est, but  he  must  appear  to  be  so;  a  virtue  of  which  J 

he  should  have  so  great  a  store  and  treasure  that 
it  should  flow  from  his  mind  upon  his  habit,  and 
break  from  the  retirement  of  his  conscience  into 

the  superficies  of  his  life."  "The  garment  that  we 
should  wear,"  says  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  "ought 

to  be  mean  and  frugal."  Chrysostom  commends 
Olympias,  a  woman  of  great  birth  and  estate,  and 
of  no  less  piety,  for  the  incredible  modesty  of  her 
attire,  not  much  better  than  that  of  the  poorest 

beggar,  having  nothing  in  her  garb  or  gait  that 

was  feigned  or  gaudy,  "which  things,"  says  he, 
"were  the  colors,  the  bright  and  beautiful  rep- 

resentations of  her  virtue,  whereby  that  wisdom 

and  divine  philosophy  that  lay  hidden  in  her 
mind  was  externally  shadowed  out.  So  far  were 

they  from  vanity  and  affectation  of  pomp  and  brav- 

ery, of  dazzling  the  eye  with  rich  and  costly  or- 
naments that  they  thought  they  could  never  be 

mean  enough,  and  thus  they  looked  upon  them- 
selves as  bound  to  plainness  by  the  promise  which 

they  had  made  at  baptism,  when  they  renounced 

the  devil  and  his  whole  pomp  and  service." 
Paul  says.  "Whether  therefore  ye  eat  or  drink 

or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God." 
Yet  what  excesses  and  what  extravagance  now 

prevail  in  the  culinary  art!  No  trouble  and  no  ex- 
pense is  spared  to  procure  delicacies  for  the  table! 

Our  ancient  brethren  were  moderate  in  this,  as  in 
the  matter  of  dress.  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  as 

quoted  by  Cave,  says,  "  Many,  like  brutes,  live  only 
that  the)'  may  eat;  but  for  us  we  are  commanded 
to  eat  that  we  may  live.  Food  and  pleasure  is 

not  the  work  and  design  for  which  we  live  in  tie 

world,  our  residence  here  being  in  order  to  an  in- 
corruptible life,  and  therefore  our  nourishment 

ought  to  be  easy  and  simple  and  such  as  is  sub- 
servient to  the  two  main  ends  of  life,  —  health  and 

strength." Sellers.  III. 

RELIGION.  --SECRETISM. 

■  Afte 

God  : 

I  ine  mjimvmt;  ts  „n  «[i,„,  ,,,„„  a  sermon  delivered  Jan. 
26.  in  the  Frc.lnnia  church,  Kans.,  by  Eld.  G.  W.  Studebaker 
from  James  1:26,  Tj.—Nara  limc/t.) 

The  word  "religion"  occurs  five  times  in  the 
oracles  of  God.  Paul  says,  "After  the  most  strait- 
est  sect  of  our  religion  I  lived  a  Pharisee."  Acts 
26:  5.  The  German  translation  renders  it  service, 

the  straitest  sect  of  our  God  service." 

26,  27  says,  "  If  any  one  lets  himself  think 
:s  God  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue  this 
iod  service  is  vain.  Pure  and  undefiled 

/ice  is  to  visit  the  fatherless,"  etc»  "Jews' 
religion"  in  Gal.  I:  .6,  27  is  translated  in  the  Ger- 

man Judaism."  There  are  a  number  of  different 
religions  in  the  world.  The  Jews'  religion,  the Christian  religion,  the  Mohammedan,  the  heathen 
ind  the  Masonic  religion. 

All  secretism  is  founded  on  the  principle  of  Ma- 
sonry. It  is  against  their  rules  to  name  Christ  in 

their  lodges.  We  can  prove  from  Masonic  books 
that  Masonry  claims  to  be  a  rel: 

a  Christless  institution.  "  R.  Mo 

Baily,  page  285,  says,  "  So  broad  i 
Masonry  and  so  carefully  are  all  sectarian  tenets 
excluded  from  the  system  that  the  Christian,  the 
Jew  and  the  Mahommedan,  in  all  their  numberless 
sects  and  divisions,  may  and  do  harmoniously  com- 

bine in  moral  and  intellectual  work  with  the  Bud- 
dhist, the  Parsee,  the  Confucian  and  worshiper  of 

Deity,  under  every  form."  On  the  same  page  he 
says,  "  Prayer,  in  the  Masonic  lodges,  should  be  of 
-  general  character,  containing  nothing  offensive  to nscientious  Brethren.  In  theory  the 

>upposed  to  be  present  at 
every  meeting  of  every  lodge,  and  the  instructions, 
moral  and  religious,  should  be  directed  according- 

ly. The  same  language  we  find  in  "Moore's 
Guide"  and  "McKay's  Manual." 
Another  evidence  that  secretism  is  Christless  and 

antagonistic  to  Christianity  is,  that  their  prayers 
are  all  Christless  and  the  blessed  name  of  Jesus Christ  is  expunged  from  every  passage  of  Scripture that  they  quote. 

Now  let  us  hearfrom  the  apostle  on  the  other 

on,  and  yet  is 
s'  Monitor,"  by 

the   religion  of 

any  class  of  ( 
whole  world  of  Mason 

side  of  the  question,  "  This  is  the  stone  which  was 
set  at  nought  of  you  builders,  which  is  become  the 
head  of  the  corner.  Neither  is  there  salvation  in 

any  other,  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heav- 

en given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

Acts  4:  11,  12. 
Paul  deposes,  "  God  raised  him  from  the  dead, 

and  si-t  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly 
places,  far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and 

might,  and  dominion,  and*  every  name  that  is 
named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that 
which  is  to  come:  And  hath  put  all  things  under 
his  feet,  and  gave  him  to  be  the  head  over  all 

things  to  the  church."  Eph.  1:  20,  21,  22.  What 
would  the  body  amount  to  without  the  head? 
Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church,  and  is  our  Most 

Worshipful  Master,  Great  High  Priest  and  King. 

Again,  "Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted 
him,  and  hath  given  him  a  name  which  is  above 
every  name.  That  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 

should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in 

earth,  and  things  under  the  earth;  and  that  every 
tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to 

the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  Philpp.  2:  9,  11. 
Hence  Paul  says,  "Whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or 

deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus."  Col. 

3:  17- 
By  the  goodness  of  God  I  have  tried  to  serve 

him,  lp,  for  over  fifty-eight  years  (I  will  soon  pass 
my  seventy-eighth  mile-stone),  and  have  been  in 
the  ministry  over  fifty-three  years,  and  now  stand 
with  one  foot  in  the  grave  and  the  other  near  by, 

but  am  happy  to  say,  I  firmly  believe  that  there  is 
nothing  in  all  this  world  that  so  completely  meets 
the  wants  of  the  soul,  and  renders  life  real  happy,, 

as  a  full  surrender  to  all  the  requirements  of  the 

Gospel,  and  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Hallelujah!  Blessed  be  his  name  forever  and  ever! 
Amen. 

form  and   sot 
the  resurrectii 

BODILY  IDENTITY  IN  THE  RESURRECTION. 

A  Roman  Catholic  theologian,  the  Abbe  Noguier,, 
argues  that  there  must  be  more  than  mere  personal 
identity  in  the  resurrection;  there  must  be  corpor- 

eal or  bodily  sameness  as  well.  How  he  reconciles, 
such  extreme  ground  with  the  facts  of  science  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  paragraphs,  which  we 
translate  from  his  article  ( Cosmos,  Paris,  December 
21).  The  Abbe  first  briefly  reviews  the  history  of 
theological  opinion  on  the  subject.  Origen  and  his 
followers  believed  that  the  same  soul,  dwelling  in 
any  kind  of  body,  sufficed  for  the  necessary  iden- 

tity, since  it  is  the  form  and  not  the  actual  sub- 
stance that  constitutes  the  individual.  Our  sub- 

stance alters  day  by  day,  yet  we  remain  the  same; 
it  is  sufficient,  therefore,  that  in  the  resurrection 

should  persist.  The  substance  of 

body  is  of  no  consequence.  Oth- 
ers believe  that  the  soul  bears  with  it  in  death  a 

kind  of  germ,  and  that  the  resurrection  is  nothing 
but  an  evolution  of  this  germ  into  a  spiritual  body. 
Others  still  invoke  the  aid  of  what  they  call  "the 
principle  of  bodily  identity"  or  the  formative 
power  "which,  they  say,  maintains  the  individual- 

ity of  the  body  during  life,  despite  its  changes  in substance,  and,  persisting  after  death,  bestows  on 
the  resurrection  body  that  same  individuality. 
The  Abbe  then  passes  to  the  doctrine  that  he  is  to champion,  first  laying  down  certain  distinctions: 

"  It  is  not  sufficient  to  establish  the  identity  of the  risen  man  with  the  mortal  man  (the  identity  of 
the  soul  would  suffice  for  that);  it  is  the  identity  of 
the  risen  body  with  the  mortal  body  that  we  must 
inquire  about.  For  Holy  Scripture  and  tradition 
say  not  only  that  the  man  shall  rise  again,  but  that he  shall  rise  with  the  same  body  that  he  had  pre- 

viously. .  . 

"  For  the  perfect  identity  of  the  human  body  it does  not  suffice  that  the  same  soul  shall  dwell  in  a 
body  composed  of  any  elements,  no  matter  what; 
but  the  same  elements  that  composed  it  in  life 
must,  at  least  in  part,  compose  the  risen  body.  .  •  ■ 

"We  shall  now  examine  some  of  the  objections 
hat  may  be  made  by  modern  physiologists  against 
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the  doctrine  of  bodily  identity  that  we  have  ju 
stated.  .  •  ■ 

"That  the  identity  of  the  risen  body  may  be  per- 
fect, we  have  seen  that  it  is  necessary  that  it  should 

be  reconstituted  by  the  matter  possessed  by  it  dur- 
ing life.  But  then  it  is  natural  to  ask:  Is  it  not 

equally  necessary,  in  order  that  the  unity  of  the 
individual  should  not  be  altered,  that  the  risen  man 

should  possess  all  the  elements  that  he  possessed 
from  his  birth  to  his  death?  Evidently  not;  it  is, 
in  fact,  quite  difficplt  to  conceive  how  an  individ- 

ual, dead  after  the  complete  development  of  his 
organs,  could  return  on  the  day  of  resurrection  to 

what  he  was,  neither  more  nor  less,  by  acquiring 
all  the  material  elements  that  had  been  renewed  in 

his  body  by  assimilation  and  dissimilation,  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  existence.  .  .  .  The  reason 
of  persistence  of  identity  in  a  body  that  is  con- 

stantly renewed  rests  on  the  fact  that  the  specific 
form  of  the  human  body,  and  consequently  the 
quality  of  each  of  its  parts,  remains  the  same  dur- 

ing life,  despite  changes  of  matter.  ...  If,  then, 
on  the  one  hand  we  must  admit  the  necessity  that 
the  risen  body  should  possess  the  same  elements 
as  during  life,  we  see,  on  the  other  hand,  that  all 

this  matter  is  not  necessary,  but  only  the  quantity 
sufficient  to  reestablish  its  integrity. 

"  It  will  be  understood,  after  what  has  been  said, 
that  a  risen  body  will  not  lose  its  identity  even 

when  it  can  resume  but  a  small  part  of  the  matter 
that  formerly  composed  it,  for  the  reason  that  this 

matter  will  unify  itself  with  the  newly-acquired 
matter,  just  as  happens  during  life.  .  .  . 

"  One  day  I  was  among  some  young  students, 
and,  the  conversation  turning  on  the  incessant 
movements  of  matter  in  the  universe,  on  its  mul- 

tiple transformations,  on  the  indestructibility  of 

atoms,  etc.  .  .  .  'Who  knows,'  said  one  of  them, 

'  whether  I  have  not  myself,  in  my  own  tissues, 
some  nf  the  atoms  once  possessed  by  some  illus- 

trious person  of  antiquity,  Aristotle,  tor  example, 
Alexander,  Demosthenes,  or  even  some  great  man 

of  more  recent  times?  '  This  question,  strange  as 

it  appears,  contains,  nevertheless,  the  elements  of 

possibility,  in  spite  of  the  immense  quantity  of 
elements  in  motion  all  over  our  globe.  There  are, 

besides,  cases  where  the  acquisition  by  part  of  a 

human  organism  of  elements  that  belonged  to  an- 
other man,  living  or  dead,  is  not  only  possible, 

but  certain.  We  shall  find  in  this  a  final  objection, 

whose  removal  will  complete  the  solution  of  the 

question  that  occupies  us. 

"Since  it  is  necessary  for  the  identity  of  a  risen 

man,  that  his  body  should  contain  at  least  a  part 
of  the  elements  that  once  made  it  up,  how  can 

it  be  that  a  certain  quantity  of  matter  that  was 

possessed  successively  by  two  individuals  can  be- 

come anew,  at  the  resurrection,  part  of  the  bodies  of 

both?" 

In  considering  this  question,  the  Abbe  puts  the 

case  of  a  cannibal  who  has  for  many  years  lived 

on  human  flesh.  Whose  shall  the  elements  of  this 

flesh  be  in  the  resurrection?  The  answer  is  that 

it  is  impossible  that  the  cannibal's  body  should 

be  exclusively  composed  of  others'  bodies.  Says the  Abbe: 

"We  must  note  that,  rigorously  speaking,  this 

man-eater  would  certainly  have  elements  that  be- 

long to  him  alone,  elements  that  he  will  have 

acquired  from  the  air  by  respiration,  from  the 

water  that  he  drinks,  and  from  the  mineral  salts 

that  it  holds  in  solution.  And,  according  to  the 

principles  just  laid  down,  this  substance  added  tn 

that  which  he  acquires  for  the  first  time  should 
suffice  to  reestablish  his  identity.  .  .  . 

"Thus,  at  the  great  day  of  resurrection,  each 

one,  having  a  complete  body,  identical  with  that 

which  he  possessed  during  his  mortal  life,  should 

and  can,  in  all  cases,  reassume,  to  reestablish  the 

tissues  of  his  organism,  at  least  a  part  of  the  very 

same  elements  that  formerly  made  them  up.  As 

to  the  rest,  which  in  some  cases  may  be  wanting, 

He  who  knew  how  to  create  Nature  from  chaos 

W'H  know  how  to  provide  it  in  the  measure  of 
our  need."— Translated  for  The  Literary  Digest. 

"PLAINNESS  OF  SPEECH." 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

:  great  plainness  of  speech."-3  Cor.  y. No 

or  every  one  is  gifted  to  be  a  speaker,  although 
n,s  heart  may  burn  within  him  to  testify  what 
Christ  has  done  for  him.  Christ  says,  'But  let 
your  communication  be  Yea,  yea;  Nay,  nay:  lor 
whatsoever  is  more  than  these  Cometh  of  evil." 
Every  one  who  is  a  follower  of  his,  will  be  endued 
with  wisdom  from  on  high,  to  spealc  [orth  his 
praise,  for  in  Matt.  10:  20  we  read,  "  For  it  is  not 
ye  that  speak,  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father  which 
speaketh  in  you."  The  Apostle  Paul  says,  "Yet in  the  church  I  had  rather  speak  five  words  with 
my  understanding,  that  by  my  voire  I  might  teach 
others  also,  than  ten  thousand  words  in  an  un- 

known tongue."     1  Cor.  14:  19. 
As  we  read  over  some  of  the  reports  from 

churches  who  have  had  soul-stirring  sermons,  yet 
no  accessions  to  the  church,  perhaps  the  leaders 
may  not  have  spoken  in  as  plain  words  as  they 
should  have  done.  We  often  hear  this  remark, 

"To  speak  plain,  Mr.   is  not  as  rich  as  ap- 
pearances show,"  or  "His  health  is  not  as  good  as 

he  looks,"  or  "  He  appears  to  be  your  friend,  but  is 

really  your  enemy." 
Beware  of  all  such  false  pretenses.  "  God  look- 

eth  on  your  hearts."  If  we  are  a  plain  people  in 
our  dress,  and  have  plain  churches,  let  us  use 

"plainness  of  speech."  A  dear  old  sister  once 

said,  "The  young  minister  used  such  big  words  in 
his  sermon,  I  could  not  understand-  them."  "As 
words  are  the  carriages  in  which  our  thoughts  do 
ride,  let  them  be  suitable  for  nil. 

True  education  consists  in  using  the  simplest 

words  to  express  our  ideas.  We  often  hear  per- 
sons who  want  to  show  great  learning.  They  use 

such  big  words,  though  the  Scripture   teaches  us, 

words  thou  shalt    be   justified,    and  by   thy   words 

thou  shalt  be  condemned."     Matt.  12:  37. 
Middletown,  Pa. 

THEY  ARE  COMING. 

A  father  started  for  his  office  early  one  morn- 

ing after  a  light  fall  of  snow.  Turning,  he  saw  his 

two-year-old  boy  endeavoring  to  put  his  tiny  feet 

in  his  own  great  footprints.  The  little  fellow 

shouted,  "Go  on,  I'se  comin',  papa,  I'se  comin' 

yight  in  ure  tracks."  He  caught  the  baby  darling 
in  his  arms  and  carried  him  to  his  mother,  and 

started  again  for  his  office.  His  habit  had  been  to 

stop  on  the  way  at  a  tavern  for  a  glass  of  liquor. 

As  he  stood  upon  the  threshold  of  the  saloon  he 

seemed  to  hear  a  sweet  voice  say,  "  Go  on,  I'se 

com  n'  papa,  I'se  comin' yight  in  ure  tracks."  He 

stopped,  he  hesitated,  he  looked  the  future  square- 

ly in  the  face.  "I  cannot  afford  to  make  any 
tracks  I  would  be  ashamed  to  have  my  boy  walk 

in,"  he  said,  decidedly,  and  turned  away.  Father, 

mother,  neighbor,  pastor,  teacher,  are  your  tracks 

true?  Are  they  straight?  Can  you  turn  to  any 

walking  behind  you  and  say,  "  Follow  me  as  I  fol- 

low Christ?"  1  Cor.  11:  1.  Are  you  leading  the 

little  ones  safe  to  the  Great  Shepherd? 

The  essence  of  the  Gospel  is  God's  love.  The  in 

carnation  was  God's  love  coming  forth  from  the 

viewless  and  tabernacling  palpably  in  the  midst  of 

men.  The  atonement  was  God's  love  providing  a 

satisfaction  to  God's  justice,  and  making  it  as  con- 

sistent with  his  rectitude  as  it  is  delightful  to  his 

benevolence  to  pardon  sin,  and  restore  and  renew
 

the  sinner.  The  New  Testament  dispensation  is 

God's  love,  so  to  speak,  organized  and  acting 

through  various  institutions  and  ordinances.— 
Ex. 

The  hero  will  not  know  he  is  a  hero  till  the  sud- 

den trial  comes;  but  his  heroism  is  the  fruit  of 

numberless  by-gone  acts  of  self-possession 
 and 

courage  which  have  built  up  an  abiding  char
acter. 

— The  Churchman. 

-*THE  t  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL-^ 
:ks 

FAITH  ENCOURAGED.    Luke  8:  43-55. 

{Lessoufir  Feb.  lj,  ;.«,/'.) 

Time.     Autumn  of  A.    U.    28,    not   many 
iter  the  last  lesson. 

Place.  Capernaum,  on  the  northwest  shore  of 
the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

Persons,  [esus,  his  disciples,  the  afflicted  wom- 
.n,  the  multitude,  Minis,  his  messenger,  wife  and 
daughter. 

(NTRODUI  TORY.— The  last  lesson  left  Jesus  at  the 
village  ol  Nain,  on  his  second  missionary  journey 

the  ■'  Galilee.  After  he  returned  again  to  Ca- 
pernaum he  tUok  ship  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee  for 

the  country  of  the  Gadarenes.  While  on  the  way 
he  stilled  the  tempest.  In  the  country  of  the  Gad- 

arenes  he  cast  the  evil  spirits  out  of  the  man  and 
suffered  them  to  enter  the  herd  of  swine.  After 

he  returned  again  to  Capernaum  the  events  of  this 
lesson  occurred. 

I.    INK  AFFLICTED  WOMAN. 

Sin  hul  not  only  suffered  great  physical  dis- 
tress, but  had  come  to  poverty  in  her  effort  to  be 

healed.  Many  arc  the  poor  women  in  this  world 
like  this  one,  who  are  dragging  out  an  existence 
of  silent  and  uncomplaining  misery.  This  lesson 

hould  bring  them  consolation.  The  Lord  Jesus 
emembers  them  most  tenderly.  Let  them  come 

to  him  in  faith,  lor  though  the)',  perhaps,  dare  not 
tell  their  sufferings  to  their  friends,  they  can  tell 
them  to  Jesus!  And  they  who  now  come  to  Jesus 
with  as  much  faith  as  did  this  woman,  will  receive 

.1  .nil  a  blessing  as  did  she.  lie  will  either  give 
them  complete  restoration  to  health,  or  grace  to 

bear  their  afflictions,  which,  in  many  cases,  is  bet- 
ter.    And    he   will     fill    the    soul    with    the    conso- 

n  ffi'WSt  -icVl  ''iii"  Mmr^'^Ufii . 
light  afflictions  which  are  but  lor  a  moment  work 
for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 

glory. 
II.  THE  ANXIOUS  RULER. 

1.  The  advice  of  his  servant.  "Trouble  not  the 
Master."  Advice  is  cheap.  Suggestions  arc  many 
and  easily  made.  How  common  it  is  to  hear  the 

withering,  discouraging  remark,  "  It's  no  use," when  -some  good  work  is  about  to  be  undertaken! 
How  easy  it  is  to  chill  and  weaken  the  faith  of  the 

new-born  child  of  God  by  suggesting  that  he  is  ex- 

pecting too  much  of  the  Lord!  And  when  one  is 
about  to  go  to  Jesus  there  are  usually  half  a  dozen 

ready  to  suggest  to  "  trouble  not  the  Master." 

2.  The  advice  of/csas.  "  Fear  not:  believe  only." 
There  are  thousands  of  times  and  places  and  cir- 

cumstances in  which  this  advice  needs  to  be  re- 

peated. We  are  so  prone  to  doubt  and  fear  and 

falter.  Nat  only  the  physical,  but  also  the  spirit- 
ual needs  of  our  children  and  our  friends  we  should 

take  to  the  Lord.  But  we  are  so  likely  to  think 

that  it  is  of  no  use  to  ask  for  the  conversion  of  John 

or  to  expect  the  healing  of  Mary.  And  there  are  so 

many  tasks  that  we  leave  undone,  so  much  work 

we  never  undertake  because  we  doubt  and  fear. 

Christ  has  said  (and  who  dare  say  that  he  did  not 

mean  it?)  that  "  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that 

believeth."     Then,  "  Fear  not:  believe  only." 

3.  The  consolation  offered.  "  Weep  not;  she  is 
not  dead."  Such  a  statement  seemed  absurd  to 

those  who  stood  by  and  looked  on  the  cold  form 

and  pale  face  of  the  child,— "and  they  laughed 
him  to  scorn."  And  to  the  bereaved  now,  whese 

hearts  are  devoid  of  the  consolations  of  religion, 

these  words  are  as  much  without  meaning.  Death 

has  lost  its  sting,  the  grave  has  lost  its  victory,— 

only  to  those  who  can  rejoice  in  the  promises  of 

the  blessed  Bible,  only  to  those  who  have  accepted 

the  offered  mercies  of  the  Gospel.  But  to  all  the 

ends  of  the  earth,  for  the  consolation  of  those  who 

mourn  the  loss  of  a  loved  one,  the  words  of  Jesus 

come,  "Weep  not;  she  is  not  dead." 

James  M.  Neff. Fndtdale,.  Ala. 
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I.  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  I1.04;  paper.  .   34  cents. 

1,  "Lite  of  A.  Judson,"  cloth, »  cents:  paper,   scents. 

3.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  SS  cents;  paper   aq  cents. 

4.  "  Non-Such  Professor."  cloth   83  cents. 
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11.  "  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-38   '0  cents. 
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Keadlnu  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but 
addre ,1.1,-1 ,:(',,.  M,.i I  M01 

MY  TABERNACLE. 

OOPINOS  of  blue  tether  the  ample  sweep 

Of  purple  curtains,  that  shut  in  my  soul 
with  a  golden  bowl 

us  prayer,  in  reverence  deep 
eil,  whose  shadows  keep 

:  the  place  where  I  am  sole 
er,  with  broidered  stole, 

To  priestly  scrvict 
Brimming  with  odor 
1  part  the  trembling 

Hid  from  gross  ga; 
And  mitered  minis 

And  all  my  being  in  God's  presence  steep. 

The  outspread  wings  of  cherubim  o'ershade 
My  heart;  die  voice  of  the  Adored  is  heard 

Blessing  my  gift  of  broken  deeds;  I'm  paid 
For  costliest  offering  with  His  simple  word. 

So  shall  this  booth  my  sweetest  refuge  be, 

utISgion,  Pa.   

PERSONAL  MAGNETISM. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

We  all  k 
tracts    iron 

vhat 

it  with  them.     It  is 

nishing,   or  any  tna- 
see.     It  is  a  pleasant 

ed  to  tell  why,  we 

There  are  places 

agnet  is,  and  that  it  at- 
etallk  substances.  There  are 

some  persons  who,  more  than  others,  attract  to 

them  the  people  around,  and  this  is  as  good  a  defi- 
nation  of  personal  magnetism  as  I  can  give.  Not 
everybody  has  it,  and  it  can  not  be  acquired.  It  is 
a  gift,  and  a  wonderful  one  at  that. 

It  is  a  subject  impossible  of  analysis,  and  it  can 

be  so  adjusted  to  relate  itself  to  inanimate  objects. 
For  illustration,  we  have  all  seen  those  homes 

where  things  are  pleasant  and  there  is  an  indefina- 
ble something  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  surround- 

ings that  makes  us  loth  to  pa 
not  in  the  architecture,  the  fui 

terial  surrounding  that  we  can 

place,  that  we  know,  and  if  pres: 
could  give  no  intelligible  reason 
far  superior  in  all  that  goes  to  m 

a  money  sense,  but  we  instinctively  prefer  the  oth- 

er place.  Why?  We  are  apt  to  say  that  the  peo- 

ple have  "  a  way  about  them,"  and  this  is  the 
truth,  and  it  is  this  way  that  makes  things  what 
they  are.  This  is  the  personal  magnetism  that  we 
are  considering,  and  without  being  sure  of  it  I  will 
advance  the  idea  that  there  is,  perhaps,  a  sense 
that  we  can  not  see,  but  which  exists  and  surrounds 
the  person  of  the  possessor,  and  which  influences 
all,  or  nearly  all,  who  come  within  its  reach.  The 

popular  preacher,  the  successful  politician  and 
numberless  successful  people  have  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  its  existence,  and  it  is  not  learning  that 
does  it,  for  the  deepest  thinkers  are  never  the  pop- 

ular preachers  or  the  politicians  who  are  on  top. 
It  is  not  a  combination  of  qualities,  for  if  it  took 
five  marked  parts  to  secure  the  results,  the  thing 
would  not  be  done  with  five  people  having  each 
one  of  the  parts  in  excess,  and  all  operating  togeth- 

er. It  is  a  personality,  and  nothing  is  surer  than 
this.  Take  the  case  of  the  horse-tamers,  and  the 
wild  animal  trainers.     They  are  not  men  of  great 

education,  but  they  can  do  certain  things  that  oth- 
ers can  not,  and  they  can  not  tell  why. 

Occasionally  this  quality  takes  on  queer  manifes- 

tations. I  once  saw  a  young  man  who  would  re- 

peat any  sentence  given  him  and  then  spell  it  back- 
ward correctly,  and  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  He 

could  only  say  that  he  saw  the  letters  as  a  picture, 

and  that  he  saw  them  from  one  end  as  well  as  from 

the  other.  We  all  know  the  man  who  is  the  very 

personification  of  closeness.  He  wouldn't  give  a 
cent  to  anybody  or  anything.  All  his  life  he  has 

rooted  and  hoarded.  Nobody  that  he  knows,  or 

who  knows  him,  can  reach  his  money.  But  one 

fine  morning  along  comes  a  pair  of  strangers  in  a 

buggy,  and  he  is  on  the  way  to  the  bank  in  an  hour, 

ready  to  draw  out  every  cent  that  he  has  there,  and 

turn  it  over  to  the  strangers  for  a  consideration 

that  he  has  never  seen  and  which  in  the  very  nature 

of  things  is  a  fraud. 
The  sharpers  are  not  men  of  education,  the  old 

man  is  not  feeble-minded  in  money  matters,  far 

from  it,  but  they  have  come  it  over  him,  and  the 
reason  is  that  they  have  in  an  invisible  way  reached 

out  and  over  him  and  around  him  till  all  his  life- 
long characteristics  are  changed  in  an  hour.  When 

he  wakes  up  there  is  generally  an  uproar  and  ap- 
peals for  help  to  get  his  money  back,  and  when  his 

friends  ask  what  he  did  it  for  his  answer  is  always 

that  he  can't  tell.  And  he  really  can  not.  The 
man  was  the  subject  of  influences  that  he  could  not 
see  and  which  were  entirely  new  and  strange  to 
him. 

The  object  of  this  article  is  to  give  the  reader 
some  food  for  thought,  and  to  set  you  thinking 
whether  or  not  you  have  this  sense  over  anybody 
and  if  it  can  be  used  for  good  to  try  it  to  that  end. 

Lcwisbitrgh,  Pa. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SQUARE. 

The  following  is  reproduced  from  the  Herald  of 
4  ruin,  it  is  a.  3Mua,^  csunrarmng  tne  words,  Jh.bUb 

CHRIST  IS  OUR  SAVIOUR,  arranged  in  a  pecu- 
liar and  interesting  manner.  By  commencing  with 

the  letter  "  J  "  it  can  be  read  in  hundreds  of  differ- 
ent ways. 

RUO  f  VASRUOS  I  SOURSAV  I  OUR 

UO  I  VASRUOS  1  T  t  SOURSAV  I  0U 
0  t  VASRUOS  1  TST  I  SOURSAV  I  0 
IVASRUOS1TSIST1SOURSAVI 

VAS  RUOS  ITS  1  R  1  S  T  I  SOURSAV 
ASRUOSlTSlRHRlSTfSOURSA 

sruos  its  1  rhchr  i  st  i  sours 

ruos  i  tsirhc  schr  i  st  1  sour 
u0sits1rhcsuschristis0u 
ositsirhcsususchristiso 

s  i  ts  irhcsusesuschr  i  st  i  s 
itsirhcsuseJesuschristi 

sitsirhcsusesuschristis 

ositsirhcsususchristiso 

uosl  ts  irhcsus  ch  ri  s  t  i  sou 
ruositsirhcschristisour 

sruosi  ts  irhch  ri  s  t  i  s  our  s 
asruositsirhr  istisoursa 

vasruositsiristisoursav 
ivasruositsistisoursavi 

oivasruositst  i  soursavio 
UOIVASRUOS1TIS0URSAVIOU 

RUOl    VASRUOSI    S    0   UR   SAV    I    0    UR 

The  object  of  the  square  is  to  illustrate  and  em- 
phasize the  fact  that  in  whatever  direction  the 

Christian  may  be  led  in  life's  journey  he  will  find 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  our  Saviour.  A  careful  study  of 
the  square  will  be  found  both  interesting  and  in- structive. 

other   day  that    you    never    drank."     The    officer 

modestly  answered  that  he  was. "  Then,"  continued  the  general,  "  you  are  the 
man  I  have  been  looking  for  to  take  charge  of  the 

Commissary  Department,  and  I  order  that  you  be 

detailed  to  that  duty." 
He  served  all  through  the  war  in  that  responsible 

department,  and  afterward,  when  General  Grant  be- 
came president,  the  officer  who  never  drank  was 

again  in  request.  The  president,  needing  a  man  on 
whom  he  could  rely  for  some  important  business, 

gave  him  the  appointment. The  man  who  never  drinks  is  likely  to  be  wanted 

many  important  positions.     The  man  who  does 
■ink   is   wanted  in  the  rumshop— till  his  money  is 
gmc!  , 

A  SADDENED  LIFE. 

The  monument  of  genius  may  become  the  monu- 
ment of  a  ruined  life.  How  one  crime  may  sadden 

all  the  days  of  him  who  commits  it  and  perpetuate 

its  painful  memory  in  enduring  stone  the  following 

incident  illustrates: 
There  is  a  cathedral  in  Mexico  in  front  of  which 

is  a  perfect  dream  of  filigree  stonework.  It  is  the 
work  of  an  artist  who  was  sentenced  to  death  for 

some  crime,  but  was  promised  that  the  sentence 
should  not  be  carried  out  until  he  had  completed 

ornamenting  the  front  of  the  cathedral.  For  twen- 
ty-one years  the  artist  stood  upon  the  platforms 

and  cut  into  stone  his  beautiful  dreams,  and  for 

twenty-one  years  armed  sentinels  paced  the  walks 
down  below  and  conveyed  him  to  and  from  his 

prison.  At  last,  old,  broken  down,  and  sick,  he 
notified  the  authorities  that  his  work  was  done  and 

he  was  ready  to  die.  Then  came  pardon,  banquets, 

and  honors  with  mocking  rapidity;  but  it  was  too 

late,  and  his  eyes  closed  before  he  reached  the 

ship  that  was  to  carry  him  to  sunny  France;  and 

to-day  even  his  name  has  been  erased  from  the metnueK..il»ra  duct  from  the  cathedral  that  is  his 
monument. 

' 
THE  MAN  QRANT  WANTED. 

When  General  Grant  was  in  command  of  the  ar- 
my before  Vicksburg,  a  number  of  officers  were 

gathered  at  his  headquarters.  One  of  them  invited 
the  party  to  join  in  a  social  glass;  all  but  one  ac- 

cepted. He  asked  to  be  excused,  saying  he  never 
drank.  The  hour  passed,  and  each  went  his  way  to 
his  respective  command.  A  few  days  after  this, 
the  officer  who  declined  the  drink  received  a  note 
from  General  Grant  to  report  at  headquarters.  He 
obeyed  the  order,  and  Grant  said  to  him, 

"  You  are  the  officer,  I  believe,  who  remarked  the 

HELPED  BY  BEINQ  HINDERED. 

There  is  nothing  we  have  more  cause  to  be 

grateful  for  than  hindrances  and  obstacles.  Hav- 

ing an  easy  time  is  having  a  hard  time.  If  we  are 

slipping  or  sliding,  we  are  not  going  up  hill;  yet  go- 

ing up  hill  is  essential  to  an  outlook  from  a  lofty 
summit.  Mountain  climbing  is  better  than  ham- 

mock swinging  for  him  who  .would  gain  strength 
and  develop  his  muscles;  but  it  requires  energy  and 
effort  to  resist  hindrances  and  overcome  obstacles. 

It  goes  against  nature;  and  that  is  one  reason  why 
it  is  better  for  a  man.  If  a  young  man  has  to  work 
for  a  living,  he  is  more  likely  to  succeed  than  if  he 
has  everything  he  wants.  If  his  studies  are  not  in 

the  line  of  his  inclinations,  he  can  gain  more  from 
them  than  if  they  were  all  in  the  direction  of  his 
tastes  and  fancies.  Even  when  he  is  interrupted  in 
his  studies,  and  is  compelled  by  the  state  of  his 
health  or  the  needs  of  others  to  turn  aside  from  his 
chosen  pursuit,  he  may  be  the  gainer  beyond  his 
highest  anticipations;  for  his  best  self  is  called  out 

in  the  meeting  or  the  enduring  of  unlooked-for 
burdens  and  trials.  A  moral  and  mental  gymnasi- 

um is  sure  to  be  furnished  with  appliances  for  exer- 
cising the  muscles  and  testing  and  taxing  the 

strength.  Rocking-chairs  and  lounges  have  no 
place  there.— Sunday  School  Times. 

"The  afflictions  which  our  Heavenly  Father 
sends  upon  us  are  designed  to  awaken  in  us  a  deep- 

er thoughtfulness,  and  to  stir  us  up  to  the  fuller 
discharge  of  all  our  duties.  If  we  accept  them  in 
the  right  spirit  they  cannot  fail  to  do  us  good. 
But  we  may  refuse  to  learn  the  lessons  which  they 
are  so  well  adapted  to  teach.  In  that  event  they 
will  inure  to  our  damage  rather  than  to  our  profit. 
Some  hearts  grow  gentle  and  submissive  under 
suffering,  while  others  grow  resentful  and  bitter. 
'  Our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory,'— provided  that  'We  look  not  upon 
the  things  that  are  seen,  but  upon  the  things  that 

are  unseen.' " 
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EVENINU  REUNION. 

BY  ELMA  NANCE. 

All  day  we  wander  far  apart. 
But  when  draws  near  the  eve, 

We  come  together  round  the  hearth 
And  of  the  world  take  leave. 

We  talk  together  of  the  past, — 
The  past  so  bright  and  fair; 

And  then  upon  the  wings  of  night 
Ascends  to  heaven  our  prayer. 

We  talk  together, too,  of  One, 
While  tears  are 

n  our  eyes  — 
She  used  to  meet vith  us  at  eve 

But  1 1  the  skic 

Her  eyes  were  tender  with  sweet  light, 
Her  smile  all  heavenly  sweet, 

Dispelling  all  the  darkened  clouds 

That  in  our  path  we'd  meet. 
But  now  the  world  is  drear  and  dark, 

And  clouds  hang  o'er  the  way; 
No  mother's  smiles  or  tender  words 

Lend  brightness  to  the  day. 

All  day  we  wander  far  apart, — 
Dear  Father,  children  all, 

But  'gain  we  meet  around  the  hearth 
At  gentle  evening's  call. 

O  God!  thou  know'st  the  days  are  dark  — 
We  wander  all  alone; 

But  when  the  eve  of  life  shall  come, 
May  we  all  gather  home. 

,  And  with  the  sanstf.  P.r(i.,s  .-,» 
In  perfect  heavenly  love, 

We'll  reunite  beyond  the  skies 
In  golden  fields  above! 

Merrill,  Kam.         _^__   

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARDS. 

BY  C.  H.  HAWBECKER. 

In  the  general  Brotherhood  we  have  thirty-four 

legally  authorized  Mission  Boards,  set  apart  by 

their  respective  local  churches. 

Presuming  five  members  to  each  Board,  this 

makes  one  hundred  and  seventy  individual  mem- 

bers—quite an  army  of  officers  to  do  planning  and 

commanding  for  the  Lord's  work. 

Each  District  Board  should  be  a  "  Church 
 Erec- 

tion and  Missionary  Committee  "  in  its  respective
 

District,  just  as  much  as  the  General  Churc
h  Erec- 

tion and  Missionary  Committee  proper,  excepting 

that  it  is  confined  to  narrower  limits. 

....  Special  Bible  Term,  held  at  Mt
.  Mor- 

very    profitably   entertained    by
   hearing 

umber  of  State   Districts  of  the  pla
ns  for 

,vork  in  gen- 

question  is,  then,  Why  not  establish  missions  where 
invited  to?     Echo  answers,  Why  not? 

Let  us  look  over  this  District  named,  and  sec 
whether  we  are  doing  all  that  can  be  done. 

In  the  District  we  have  twenty-three  local  church- 
es, sixty-three  ministers,  with  thirty-five  hundred 

members.  An  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars annually  is  usually  apportioned  to  the  respect- 
ive churches  in  the  District.  The  past  year  three 

times  the  amount  could  have  been  used,  had  all 
the  important  calls  been  attended  to,  but  for  want 
of  men  and  money,  many  Macedonian  calls  had 
to  go  unheeded. 

What  is  true  of  this  District  may  apply  to  Dis- 
tricts generally.  One  way  to  help  solve  the  diffi- 

cult "  problem  "  is  to  let  each  elder,  in  his  respect- 
ive local  church,  preach,  or  cause  to  be  preached, 

a  missionary  sermon,  to  create  enthusiasm  in  the 

heart  of  each  individual  member,  show  to  all  their 
individual  responsibility,  to  give  of  their  time  and 
means,  to  save  souls  for  whom  Jesus  died,  that 
they  might  be  saved.  As  most  of  our  Districts 
will  convene  in  sessions  in  early  spring,  previous 
to  Annual  Meeting,  will  there  not,  and  can  there 
not,  be  a  general  wakening  up  along  the  line, 
that  more  effectual  work  be  accomplished?     Come, 

and  gathereth  not  the 
flock,"  but,  "  Let  him 
'irtue  of  it."     So  with 
but  let   him   eat  to 

his  work.    This  does 
id  sleek  by 

as   though 

exhibition, 

outh.     Let 

vhile, 

brethren   and   sisters, 

over  this   important   i 
we  not  all  prayfor  thi 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 

let 

think 
is  my  prayc 

A  SUPPORTED  MINISTRY. 

,.: 

Even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained  that  the 

the  gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel." — l  Cor.  9: 

iwer  to  those  who  ex- 
it I  be  not  an  apostle 

Junng 

fron 

raising  funds  and  how  they  do  th 
eral 

The  placing  of  faithful  evangelists
  in  the  fields 

is  one  feature  of  great  importance,  and  shou
ld  by 

no  means  be  overlooked  by  the  Districts. 

I  was  thinking,  while  hearing  the
  interesting 

talks  by  our  brethren,  what  an  incentiv
e  it  would 

be  to  all  workers  on  Mission  Boards  to
  have  an- 

nual meetings,  to  concentrate  efforts  in  carr
ying 

on  the  Lord's  work  more  systematically,  and, 

feel  sure,  often  with  better  results. 

When  I  look  over  our  own  Distric
t  of  Northern 

Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  with  its  population  of  mo
re 

than  two  and  a  half  millions  of  souls,  and  m
any 

of  them,  too,  starving  for  the  "  Brea
d  of  Eternal 

Life,"  I  am  made  to  think  very  seriously  of  our 

-weak  efforts,  in  coming  to  the  rescue,  when
  the 

possibilities  for  doing  more  aggressive  work 
 are  so 

apparent.  All  over  the  District  we  ar
e  invited  to 

establish  missions,  vastly  different  from 
 heathen 

lands,  where  no  voice  calls  individually  from  tn 

unconverted,  to  come  and  establish  missions. 

plow 

Paul  is  here  giving  an 

amine  him,  "  for,"  said  h 
fr.    ntt.r.    ,.»t    rlrmhtl«s  1  am  to  "„•■  "      "   -..,. 

thus:  "  Have  we  not  power  to  lead  about  a  sister, 

a  wife,  as  well  as  other  apostles,  and  as  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Lord,  and  Cephas?  Or  I  only  and 

Barnabas,  have  not  we  power  to  forbear  working? 

Who  goeth  a  warfare  any  time  at  his  own  charges? 

who  planteth  a  vineyard,  and  eateth  not  of  the 

fruit  thereof?  or  who  feedeth  a  flock,  and  eateth 

not  of  the  milk  of  the  flock?  Say  I  these  things 

as  a  man?  or  saith  not  the  law  the  same  also?  For 

it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  Thou  shalt  not 

muzzle  the  mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the 

corn.  Doth  God  take  care  for  oxen?  Or  saith 

he  it  altogether  for  our  sakes?  For  our  sakes,  no 

doubt,  this  is  written:  that  he  that  ploweth  should 

hope;  and  that  he  that  thresheth  in  hope 

_e  partaker  of  his  hope.  If  we  have  sown 

unto  you  spiritual-  things,  is  it  a  great  thing  if  we 

shall  reap  your  carnal  things?  If  others 

takers  of  this  power  over  you,  are  not  w< 

Nevertheless  we  have  not  used  this  power;  bu 

suffer  all  things,  lest  we  should  hinder  the  gospe 

of  Christ."     1  Cor.  9:5-12. 

Paul,  in  speaking  of  this  power,  does  not  refe 

to  mere  physical  might  or  strength,  but  to  th 

privilege  and  authority  vested  in  him 

yet  he  did  not  use  this  power  and  p 

extent  that  he  was  permitted  to  do,  a 

for  not  doing  so  are  worthy  of  a  considerat
ion 

with  the  faithful  preacher  of  to-day.  There  a
re 

many  temptations  offered,  many  avenues  in  
which 

compromises  are  demanded  through  a  sala
ried 

ministry.  Very  frequently  a  trial  sermo
n  is 

preached,  or  perhaps  several,  in  which  an
  effort 

is  made  to  satisfy  the  people,  to  tickle  the  
ear 

and  to  shape  up  the  doctrine  (if  any  is  preached
), 

to  gratify  the  carnally  minded,  so  that,  if 
 possible, 

all  may  be  suited.  While  the  preaching  tha
t  Paul 

did  was  just  the  reverse,  it  turned  the
  world,— 

the  vain  imaginations  of  men,  the  idola
ter,  the 

all  upside  down, 
s,   we   think,  clearly 

Tlu 

.ithci? 

rivilege  to  the 
nd  his  reasons 

hypocrite,  the  self-rig
ht. 

The  principle 

ppo 

set  forth   in  this  chapter  and  dc 

f  receiving  a  hireling'; 

pnvi 

Paul  does  not  say 

doth  not  receive  t 

=s  not  include  the 
stipulated  salary 

'  Who  planteth  a  vineyard  and 

money  for  the  fruit  thereof," 

or,    "Who   feedeth   a  flock 
money  for  the   milk  of  the 
eat  of  it  to  sustain   life  by 
the   ox.     Do  not  muzzle  hin 

sustain  life,— support   him   in  hi 
»,'/  mean  that  he  shall  be  mad 

feeding  him   in  his  stall  all  the 
he   were  to  be  made  ready   for 
but  it  does  mean,  Do  not  muzzli 
him  cat  when  he  is  at  work. 

So  with  the  faithful,  uncompromising  minister 

of  the  Gospel  who  has  not  enough  of  this  world's 
goods  to  support  himself.  Let  him  live  of  the 
Gospel.  Let  him  cat  of  the  fruit  and  of  the  milk. 
Give  him  food  and  raiment.  Sustain  him  in  his 

work.  This  includes  some  of  the  carnal  things  the 

apostle  spoke  of  reaping.  Paul  and  Barnabas 
were  loyal  missionary  men, — men  of  God,  true  to 
their  calling,  yet  they  did  not  use  this  power  to 

any  great  extent,  but  suffered  all  things,  lest  they 
should  hinder  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  from  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  saints  were  too  poor  to  support 
themselves.  The  apostles,  and,  in  fact,  many  of 

the  churches  were  poor,  hence  Paul  did  not  only 

support  himself,  but  helped  to  support  some  others 
that,  no  doubt,  were  much  in  need  of  it.  He  asks 

an  important  question,  What  is  my  reward  then? 
Verily,  that  when  I  preach  the  Gospel  I  may  make 
it  without  charge  that  I  abuse  nut  my  power  in 

the  Gospel.  To  abuse  this  power  would  have 
been  to  charge  those  poor  saints  for  preaching 

the  Gospel.  This  would  have  hindered  the  suc- 
cess of  it.  Hence,  an  important  lesson  to  us  is 

this:  That  Paul  was  not  made  to  feel  glad,  because 

of  a  prospect  of  securing  or  receiving  support  and 
donations  from  those  who  were  less  able  to  donate 

for  his  wants  than  he  himself.  Hence  the  Gospel 

minister  of  to-day  is  warned  to  proceed  with  great 
care,  lest  he  abuse  his  privilege,  and  his  power 

in  the  Gospel.     This  may  occur  by  receiving  large 

that  would  cause  him  to  glory  in  the  wealth  and 

liberality  of  such  churches  more  than  in  the  sal- 
vation of  poor,  starving  souls. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  laboring  among  the  poor, 

he  may  press  his  claim  and  receive  support  by 
donations  from  such  who  are  able  to  give  but  a 

scanty  support  to  their  families.  Paul  says,  "  Ne- 

cessity is  laid  upon  me.  If  I  do  this  thing  willing- 

ly, I  have  a  reward,  but  if  against  my  will  a  dispen- 

sation of  the  gospel  is  committed  unto  me." In  order  that  the  church  abuse  not  her  privileges, 

she  is  under  solemn  obligations  to  look  after  this 

important  matter,  to  see  that  the  ministry  may 

have  a  support.  If  she  will  do  this  thing  willing- 

ly, there  is  a  rich  reward.  If  against 
there  is  no  reward.  The 
with  the  church,  both  lo 

give  encouragement  to 
need  it.  There  are  man 
who  need  encouragement. 

We  will  conclude  with  the  a 

thought  presented  in  the  last  ' 
under  my  body,  and  bring  it  i 

that  by  any  means,  when  I  hai 

ers,  I  myself  should  be  a  castaway."  Here  Paul 

speaks  of  bringing  into  subjection  his  body  to 

keep  it  under,  lest,  after  having  preached  to  others, 

he  should  be  a  castaway.  This  teaches  us  always 

to  keep  free  from  temptation,  not  only  with  our- 
selves, but  to  avoid  that  which  would  prove  a 

temptation  to  others.  We  should  not  give  undue 

praise,  neither  should  we  do  that  which  would  be 

calculated  to  discourage  any  one,  or  greatly  hinder 

the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

Jeffcrsonville,  III. 

"Trying  is  the  path  to  doing.  Fear  of  failing 

prevents  cowards  from  doing.  Many  who  accom- 

plish most,  frequently  make  mistakes.  Those  who 
make  no  mistakes  never  do  anything.  It  is  far 

better  to  try  and  fail  than  not  to  try.  The  indolent 

and  cowardly  are  sharp  critics  of  such  as  keep  try- 

ing, though  often  failing,  and  wax  eloquent  over 

mistakes,  but  have  no  eyes  to  observe  success," 

Tin  duty  is  remaining 

nd  general,  to  always 
ministers  who  may 

od,  faithful  brethren 

consideration  of  the 
•erse,  "But  I  keep 

nto  subjection:  lest 

/e  preached  to   oth- 
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Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  closed  his  meetings  at 

Huntington,  Ind.,  with  eleven  baptized  and  one  ap- 
plicant.   

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  Bro.  I.  H.  Crist  tells 

just  how  to  procure  a  tent  on  the  coming  Annual 
Meeting  ground. 

Seven  accessions  are  reported  at  Harlan,  Iowa, 

as  the  result  of  a  series  of  meetings  lately  held  by 
Bro.  R.  A.  Yoder. 

Bro.  S.  F.  Sanger,  of  Virginia,  preached  at  the 
—   — -    Muuay.      »'i»    yrsit    was 

much  appreciated. 

Bko.  H.  C.  Early,  of  Virginia,  is  now  engaged 

in  a  series  of  meetings  in  Tennessee,  expecting  to 
remain  in  that  field  one  month. 

The  District  Meeting  for  N.  E.  Kansas  will  be 
held  with  the  Pleasant  Grove  church,  nine  miles 
southwest  of  Lawrence,  April  S. 

The  meetings  in  Roanoke,  Va.,  closed  with  four- 
teen baptized  and  two  applicants.  The  church  at 

that  place  seemed  greatly  refreshed. 

While  with  us,  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Mission  Board,  Bro.  Enoch  Eby  preached 
two  excellent  sermons,  that  were  greatly  appreciated. 

In  this  issue  Bro.  Jacob  A.  Garber  reports  thirty 
additions  to  the  church  in  Virginia;  seventeen  in 
the  Rock  Grove  congregation  and  thirteen  at  Green- 

Wh 

■ith 
thi: 

week  Bro.  Isaac  Frantz,  of 
Ohio,  delivered  several  instructive  sermons  in  the 
chapel.  Bro.  Frantz  is  spending  much  of  his  time 
among  the  churches  this  winter. 

After  the  close  of  his  meetings  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church.  Floyd  Co.,  Va.,  Bro.  Henry  Sheets 
held  a  few  meetings  in  the  White  Rock  church,  the 
same  County,  where  there  were  eleven  applicants for  baptism. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  bring  together  a  better  set 
of  topics  for  a  Ministerial  Meeting  than  are  found 
on  page  no  of  this  issue.  The  first  topic  is  a 
most  important  one,  and  should  be  discussed  in 
every  State  District. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Wassam,  of  Huntsville.  Ark.,  writes 
that  there  are  thirteen  members,  including  two 
deacons,  located  at  that  place  without  a  preacher. 
He  thinks  that  it  would  be  an  excellent  point  for  a 
minister  to  locate  and  build  up  a  church.  We  sug- 

gest that  some  of  our  energetic  ministers  correspond 
with  him.  Much  good  may  be  done  by  laboring  at 
these  isolated  points. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  Bro.  I.  D.  Parker's  pres- 
ence a  few  days  this  week.     We  always  appreciate 

Those  who  have  recently  visited  the  Old  Peo- 
ple's Home  at  Booth,  Kans.,  speak  very  highly  of 

it  as  a  pleasant  dwelling  place  for  the  aged  poor. 

Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker  reports  nine  baptized 
and  a  number  of  applicants  at  the  old  Mississinewa 
church,  Ind.  Bro.  Dorsey  Hodgden  is  doing  the 
preaching.    

At  a  two  weeks'  meeting,  recently  held  at  the 
Mummert  House,  Upper  Conewago  church,  Adams 

Co.,  Pa.,  twenty-nine  were  added  to  the  church. 
The  meetings  were  held  by  Bro.  O.  V.  Long,  one  of 
the  home  ministers. 

We  are  just  in  receipt  of  a  card  from  the  wife 

of  Bro.  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  inform- 
ing us  that  her  husband  is  still  quite  sick,  but  his 

physician  thinks  he  is  slowly  improving.  It  will 
require  quite  a  while  for  him  to  fully  recover. 

A  very  enjoyable  prayer  meeting  was  held  at 

the  Old  Folks'  Home  here  last  Sunday  evening. 
Short  talks  were  delivered  by  brethren  Enoch 

Eby,  S.  R.  Zug,  S.  F.  Sanger  and  Isaac  Frantz. 
To  the  inmates,  as  well  as  others  present,  this  was 

a  very  interesting  feature  of  the  meeting. 

At  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  the  Brethren  have  Sunday 
school  and  two  preaching  services  every  Sunday. 
For  several  weeks  Bro.  N.  R.  Baker  has  been 

preaching  the  morning  sermon,  and  Bro.  James  M. 
Neff  has  been  occupying  the  Sunday  evenings  with 
a  series  of  doctrinal  sermons.  He  expects  to 

bctgin  a  series  of  meetings  Feb.  9,  and  soon  after 
that  elders  W.  R.  Deeter,  of  Indiana,  and  Daniel 

Dierdorff,  of  this  State,  who  have  been  appointed 
by  the  General  Mission    Board,  will   probably  visit 

WITH  THE  GENERAL  MISSION  BOARD. 

— The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 

met  in  their  office  at  this  place  last  Monday,  Feb. 
10.  Present,  Enoch  Eby,  S.  R.  Zug,  S.  F.  Sanger, 

Isaac  Frantz,  Jos.  C.  Lahman  and  the  secretary, 

G.  B.  Royer.  Enrch  Eby  is  foreman  of  the  commit- 

tee, and  presides  over  the  body  with  grace  and 
fairness. 

—Through  (he  courtesy  of  the  committee  we  were 
permitted  to  listen  to  a  part  of  their  deliberations, 
and  were  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
their  work  and  the  far-reaching  results. 

—In  the  paragraph  form,  we  give  a  few  of  the  ob- 
servations made,  and  news  gathered,  during  the 

sessions  held  the  first  two  days. ' 

—The  meetings  are  opened  with  prayer,  prompt- 
ly at  8  A.  M.,  after  which  the  regular  work  begins. 
—It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Board  has  on 

hand  more  funds  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
different  fields  than  at  the  former  meeting.  The 
donations  for  the  foreign  work  seem  to  be  on  the 
increase.  This  speaks  well  for  the  interest  our  peo- 

ple are  taking  in  foreign  missions 

—Considerable  interest  is  given  to  the  Washing- 
ton mission,  and  the  outlook,  to  us,  seems  hopeful. 

We  may  have  more  to  say  of  this  later  on.  It  is 
difficult  to  determine  to  what  State  District  the  Dis- 

trict of  Columbia  properly  belongs.  It  is  one  of 
the  questions  that  our  Annual  Meeting  may  be 
called  upon  to  decide. 

—Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  was  present  and  gave  the Board  some  account  of  his  work  in  the  Arkansas 
field.  He  speaks  hopefully  of  the  outlook  in  the 
South,  but  says  more  laborers  are  needed  to  fill  the 
many  calls  for  preaching.  He  has  much  to  say  in 
favor  of  tracts  as  an  aid  in  setting  our  claims  clear- 

ly before  the  people  at  new  points.  It  is  altogeth- 
er probable  that  the  real  worth  of  tracts  is  over- 

looked by  many  of  our  ministers. 

  It  is  clear  that  we  are  greatly  in  need  of  men 

who  can  and  will  'surrender  everything,  and  give 
their  whole  time  and  all  their  energies  to  special 

work  in  new  fields. 
—Several  hours  were  spent  considering  the  va- 

rious phases  of  the  work  in  Chicago,  and  as  we 
must  close  these  notes  early  Wednesday  morning, 

before  the  subject  is  fully  disposed  of,  we  can  do 

no  more  than  here  state  that  the  Board  looks  upon 

this  as  one  of  the  very  important  points  needing 
more  than  ordinary  attention  and  encouragement. 

Sisters  Alice  Boone  and  Lizzie  Howe,  both  earnest 

workers  for  the  cause  of  religion,  as  well  as  the 

good  of  common  humanity,  were  present  and  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  their  Mission,  their  purposes 

and  plans.  This  is  the  first  time  that  it  has  been 

the  privilege  of  the  Board,  as  a  body,  to  look  into 

the  work  fully,  and  have  a  personal  knowledge  of 
its  character,  as  well  as  the  needs  of  the  Mission. 

— The  Committee  is  exceedingly  anxious  that  all 

the  enterprises  and  projects  calling  for  and  col- 
lecting money  from  the  Brotherhood  at  large,  be 

under  the  control  and  direction  of  either  the  Gen- 
eral Board  or  the  State  District  Boards.  In  this 

particular  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  deserves 
the  most  hearty  approval. 

— These  few  observations  and  reflections  oc- 

curred to  us  while  listening  to  the  deliberations  of 

the  Board  during  a  part  of  two  days  we  were  per- 
mitted to  be  present.  As  we  must  close  up  these 

columns  before  the  business  is  completed,  we  can 

now  say  no  more,  at  this  time.  There  is  much 

business  yet  before  the  Board. 

   
j.  h.  m. 

FILLING  THE  CUPS. 

Why  does  the  officiating  brother,  at  the  Communion  services, 
fill  each  cup  from  both  bottles?  I  have  even  seen  it  when 
««SL,  uuP  ....*  filled  f.0,,1  bum  Dottles  and  the  jug.  Would-one 
be  censured  for  not  observing  this  practice?  J.  F.  N. 

The  practice  of  our  Brethren  varies  in  different 
localities,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  custom,  one 

way  or  the  other,  only  as  a  matter  of  fitness,  and 

possibly  an  expediency  in  some  sections  of  the 

country.  Here  in  Northern  Illinois  the  practice 
varies.  Some  elders  fill  the  cups  from  both  bottles 

while  others  do  not.  As  it  is  not  a  matter  of  any 

moment  with  them  nobody  is  censured.  Personal- 

ly we  practice  sometimes  one  way  and  then  the 
other.  Our  preference  is  to  fill  each  cup  from  its 
separate  bottle  because  it  is  convenient  to  do  so. 

But  when  we  officiate  in  a  locality  where  people 

have  their  long-established  ideas  about  such  things, 
and  think  no  other  way  is  becoming,  we  conform  to 

their  ways  in  order  that  all  things  may  be  done  to 

the  edification  of  those  present.  But  we  have  nev- 

er filled  the  cups  from  the  jug,  nor  have  we  ever 
seen  it  done. 

But  while  one  way  may  answer  the  Lord's  pur- 
pose as  well  as  the  other,  we  need  to  be  careful  that 

we  do  not  exalt  a  custom  to  the  rank  of  a  symbol. 

If  the  idea  of  crossing  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  by  fill- 

ing the  cups  from  both  bottles,  is  to  symbolize 
something,  we  would  better  not  do  it,  for  we  do  not 
want  to  make  a  symbol  where  the  Master  of  the 
feast  never  intended  there  should  be  one. 

While  on  this  subject  we  wish  to  call  attention  to 

two  points  of  more  importance  than  crossing  or 

mixing  the  wine  in  the  cups.  We  first  refer  to  the 
importance  of  unfermented  wine  at  our  Commun- 

ions. Most  of  the  wine  on  the  market  is  more  or 
less  adulterated,  and  we  would  just  as  soon  think 
of  purchasing  the  Communion  bread  in  the  open 
market  as  to  purchase  the  wine  now  in  common 
use.  Besides,  that  which  is  intoxicating  may  prove 
a  temptation  to  not  a  few,  even  at  the  Communion, 
table,  and  we  should  certainly  not  set  before  breth- 

ren that  which  may  lead  them  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  In  these  days  so  many  people  know 

how  to  make  and  preserve  the  juice  of  the  grape  in 
its  unfermented  state,  that  there  is  now  no  good 
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reason  why  it  may  not  be  used 'on  all  Communion 
occasions. 

We  next  refer  to  the  fitness  of  things  at  the  Com- 

munion table.  To  sensitive  and  devout  people  it 
seems  very  inappropriate,  in  the  midst  of  the  servi- 

ces, to  see  the  one  officiating,  fill  the  bottles  from  a 

large  jug.  The  bottles  should  be  filled  before  they 
are  brought  to  and  placed  on  the  table.  In  fact  ev- 

erything connected  with  a  love  feast  service  should 
be  so  arranged  and  conducted  as  to  render  the  oc- 

casion as  impressive  and  spiritual  as  possible. 

   
J.  H.  M. 

JOHN'S  BAPTISM. 

f    Was  John's  baptism  Christian  baptism?  J.C.N. 
It  was  from  heaven.  We  cannot  understand 

why  the  Lord  should  have  sent  from  heaven  a 
form  that  was  not  Christian  baptism.  It  must  be 

admitted  on  every  hand  that  the  form  taught  by 

Jesus  in  the  commission,  Malt.  28:  19,  was  Chris- 
tian baptism,  and  that  it  also  came  from  heaven, 

that  is,  it  was  authorized  by  the  council  of  heaven. 

The  mode  introduced  by  John  must  have  been  the 

same,  or  we  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  admit- 

ting that  two  forms  of  baptism  were  sent  from 
heaven,  one  Christian  and  the  other  not. 

John's  baptism  was  for  the  Christian  dispensa- 
tion, and  for  that  dispensation  it  was  employed  in 

order  to  prepare  a  people  for  Christ.  It  was  the 
form  to  which  the  Savior  submitted  when  he 

was  baptized  by  his  forerunner  in  the  River  Jordan. 

The  apostles  were  baptized  in  the  same  manner, 
and  so  were  thousands  of  others  who  accepted 

Christ  as  the  Messiah.  Some  object  to  this  idea, 

on  the  ground  that  Jesus  could  not  have  consis- 
tently been  baptized  in  his  own  name,  as  required 

in  the  formula  of  baptism  given  in  tin 

Tfiis  objection  is  not  well  founded.  Asid 
that  of  the  father  there  was  no  greater  name  in 

heaven  or  on  the  earth  than  his.  If  God,  on  a  cer- 

tain occasion,  could  swear  by  himself  because  no 

greater  one  could  be  found,  most  assuredly  could 

the  Savior  have  been  baptized  in  his  own  name  for 

the  same  reason.  Any  man  of  legal  age,  in  this 

world,  has  a  right  to  do  business  in  his  own  name. 

It  should  be  strange  indeed  if  Jesus  be  not  accord- 

ed the  same  privilege.  Then  we  know  that  during 

his  ministry  miracles  were  performed  in  his  name, 

For  John  to  have  taught  one  baptism  and  Jesus 

another  would  have  resulted  in  confusion  among  ev- 

en those  who  accepted  Christ  as  the  promised 

Savior.  Thousands  would  have  said,  that  "  a  bap- 

tism that  is  good  enough  for  Jesus  and  his  chosen 

apostles  is  good  enough  for  me."  They  woul
d 

have  maintained  that  if  John's  baptism  will  stand
 

the  test  of  the  final  judgment  for  the  apostles,  
it 

would  for  them  also.  They  would  have  pointed  t
o 

the  baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Pentecost
  as 

full  proof  of  the  validity  of  the  baptism,  taug
ht 

and  administered  by  John,  for  those  who 
 were 

filled  by  the  Spirit  on  that  occasion  had  been  
bap- 

tized by  the  prophet  of  the  wilderness.  The  above 

considerations,  and  others  that  we  need  not  
name 

here,  lead  us  to  conclude  that  John  taught  
and 

practiced  the  same  form  of  baptism  that  
was  au- 

thorized by  Jesus. 

It  is  altogether  probable  that  while  John  b
aptized 

his  thousands,  yet  he  never  authorized  any  one
  to 

administer  the  rite.  Those  few  who 
 traveled, 

preached,  and  baptized  on  what  they  claime
d  to  be 

the  authority  of  John,  acted  without
  authority; 

hence  their  work  was  illegal.  We  find  a  ca
se  of 

this  kind  referred  to  in  Acts  19,  where  cert
a.n  pet- 

sons,  not  properly  instructed,  had  be
en  baptize 

unto  John's  baptism.  The  irregularity  wa
s  such 

that  Paul  found  it  necessary  to  instru
ct  them 

aright  and  then  rebaptize  them.  We  a
ccount  for 

this  irregularity  on  the  ground  that  the 
 rite  had 

been  performed  by 

not  heard  enough  of  John's  preaching  to  form  a 
just  conception  of  his  teachings.  For  this  reason 
the  apostles  may  have  found  a  good  deal  of  work 
that  had  to  be  done  over.  Even  the  humble  and 
devout  Aquila  and  Priscilla  found  it  necessary  to 
quietly  take  unto  themselves  the  gifted  and  elo- 

quent Apollos,  and  "  expound  unto  him  the  way  of 
Gbd  more  perfectly."     Arts  18:  26.  j.  11.  m. 

SISTERS  PRAYINQ. 

sponsible  person  w
ho  had 

I  have  heard  members  above  three  score  years  old  say,  that  as 
far  back  as  they  can  remember,  at  every  love  tcast  at  the  ex- 

amination services  the  sisters  were  invited  to  use  their  liberty 
in  public  prayer,  but  never  heard  any  respond.  Wily  is  it  that 
the  sisters  so  rarely  use  their  liberties?  and  why  is  this  special 
invitation  given  at  that  time  and  so  rarely  on  other  occasions? 

J.  K.  N. We  have  frequently  heard  sisters  respond  to  the 

liberty  given  on  the  occasion  referred  Jo.  And  yet 
we  regret  that  our  sisters  do  not,  at  the  examination 

services,  exercise  more  in  prayer  than  they  have 

been  doing.  The  fault,  however,  is  not  theirs. 

They  are  not  to  be  censured  for  their  seeming  in- 
difference. The  same  liberty  is  extended  to  the 

brethren,  and  they  accept  the  invitation  even  less 
than  do  the  sisters.  Let  us  now  look  for  some  of  the 

reasons  for  this: 

1.  At  too  many  feasts  the  invitation  is  extended 

in  rather  an  indifferent  manner.  There  is  nothing 

about  it  to  impress  or  inspire.  The  liberty  should 

be  given  in  a  way  that  will  make  the  sisters,  and 
brethren  not  in  the  ministry,  feel  that  it  is  meant. 

2.  When  we  kneel  and  one  prayer  is  offered  some 

one  often  follows  up  so  closely  with  the  second 

prayer,  and  frequently  with  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
that  a  sister  has  no  opportunity  to  pray  without 

seeming  to  be  unduly  hasty  about  commencing. 

3.  Then,  considering  the  little  training  our  sisters 

and  others  have  had  in  public  prayer,  we  often  ex- 

pect too  much  of  them.  Give  our  ministers  as  lit- 
tle training  and  they  would  do  no  better. 

4.  But  back  of  all  this  is  the  main  obstacle.  We 
do  not  teach  the  laity  to  pray.  Both  John  the 

Baptist  and  the  Savior  taught  their  disciples  to 

pray,  and  it  occurs  to  us  that  we  ought  also  to 
teach  our  members  to  pray  in  public  as  well  as  in 

private.  The  way  to  learn  to  pray  is  to  pray. 
Give  our  laity  an  opportunity  to  pray  and  they  will 

soon  learn.  We  have  done  some  work  along  that 
line  and  know  that  it  will  result  in  good.  To  begin 

with,  there  ought  to  be  a  prayer-meeting  in  every 

church,  and  the  leaders  should  be  appointed  from 

among  the  laity.  These  leaders  should  be  encour- 

aged to  exercise  in  either  the  opening  or  closing 

prayer,  then  they  should  be  instructed  not  to  call 

on  the  preacher  to  lead  in  prayer.  If  any  are  to  be 

called  on  let  the  privilege  be  given  to  those  of  the 

laity.  Our  preachers  and  housekeepers  should  at- 
tend these  meetings  and  notice  the  development  of 

the  members  in  the  gift  of  prayer,  and  at  our  public 

meetings,  especially  at  the  close,  call  on  some  of 

the  laity,  both  among  the  brethren  and  sisters,  to 

lead  in  prayer.  Do  this  in  all  of  our  churches  and 

the  laity  will  soon  become  as  proficient  in  public 

prayer  as  our  ministers.  We  will  then  have  less  so- 
called  stereotyped  prayers.  Then,  when  the  liberty 

is  extended  for  sisters  to  exercise  in  prayer,  at  our 

examination  services,  they  will  not  be  slow  about 

calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

We  further  suggest  that  when  those  of  the  laity 

do  engage  in  prayer  at  any  of  our  public  servic
es, 

we  do  not  indulge  in  careless  remarks  about
 

their  efforts.  Any  child  of  God  has  a  right  to  pray, 

and  ought  to  be  encouraged  in  the  good  work
. 

But  should  there  now  and  then  be  one  who  exe
rcis- 

es so  often  as  to  seemingly  monopolize  the  time 

with  his  many,  or  long  prayers,  let  him,  by  so
me 

prudent  member,  be  wisely  admonished,  
and  there 

will  be  no  occasion  for  any  slight  or  discouragi
ng ,  I.  H.  U. 

remarks.  ' 

which  he  enter: 

This  was  our 

straw-covered  1 
had  so  often  it 

EDITORIAL  QLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Seven. 

BOMBAY,— THE  TOWERS  OF  SILENCE. 

The  traveler  who  comes  to  Bombay  for  the  first 
time  is  sure  to  be  surprised!  He  has  read  of  the 

city  and  knows  that  not  far  from  a  million  souls 

dwell  within  its  borders,  and  that  in  some  respects 

it  equals  some  of  the  more  pretentious  capitals  of 
Europe  and  the  United  States.  But  somehow  in 

his  mind  he  associates  Bombay  with  India  and  In- 

dia with  heathendom,  and  he  is  not  prepared  for 
the  fine  modem  city,  more  English  than  Oriental, 

i  upon  landing  from  the  steamer, 
experience.  We  had  in  mind  the 
nud  huts  of  the  natives  of  which  we 

ad,  and  of  the  lack  of  civilization 

among  the  people,  so  largely  dwelt  upon  by  imagi- 
native writers,  that  we  were  not  prepared  for  what 

wc  saw.  We  landed  on  a  handsomely  constructed 

stone  pier,  with  custom-house  arrangements  almost 
perfect  and  much  more  convenient  than  we  have  in 

New  York.  The  native  officers  speak  English 

fluently,  and  arc  polite  and  accommodating.  In  a 

very  short  time  we  are  through  the  customs,  and 
on  our  way  to  our  hotel.  We  pass  through  broad, 

shaded  avenues  and  streets  with  handsome  build- 

ings on  cither  side,  and  with  a  street  railway  sys- 
tem equal  to  the  best  at  home,  for  it  is  owned  and 

operated  by  an  American  company.  Then  there 
arc  beautiful  architectural  designs  in  which  is  found 

a  pleasant  mixture  of  the  Swiss  and  Hindoo  style. 

Among  the  larger  buildings  are  the  magnificent 

railway  station,  the  pride  of  India,  and  well  it  may 

be;  for  one  sees  nothing  to  excel  it  cither  at  home 

or  abroad,  the  University,  with  its  great  clock  tow- 
er, the  courts  of  justice,  the  town  hall,  the  General 

1'ost  OnTce,  the  government  DUiramgs,  am,  01 

of  other  structures  with  a  happy  blending  of  differ- 

ent styles  of  architecture.  Revisiting  India  after 

many  years'  absence,  Sir  Edwin  Arnold  said,  "  I 
left  Bombay  a  town  of  warehouses  and  offices;  I 

find  her  a  city  of  parks  and  palaces."  This  of 
the  New  Bombay,  for  there  is  the  older  native  city 

where  the  tide  of  "  Asiatic  humanity  ebbs  and 

flows  "  day  by  day,  which  we  hope  to  visit  and  de- 
scribe in  another  letter. 

Bombay,  as  already  intimated,  contains  a  popu- 
lation of  nearly  a  million,  and  these  are  divided  as 

to  religious  belief  about  as  follows, ■30.0 
Hindus   560,000        Christians, . . 
Mohammedans    60,000        Jains   

Parsees    50,000       Jews      6,000 

The  rest  of  the  population  is  divided  among 

Buddhists,  Brahmins  and  smaller  subdivisions  of 

the  Indian  family.  Placing  the  population  in  round 

numbers  at  one  million  it  will  be  noticed  that  only 

one  in  twenty  are  set  down  as  Christians,  and  many 

of  these,  we  are  told  by  the  missionaries,  are  only 

so  in  name.  How  apparent  it  is  from  these  facts 

that  but  little  has  as  yet  been  done  toward  the  con- 

version of  this  great  gateway,  to  India,  and  that 

many  years  must  elapse  before  the  three  hundred 

million  heathen  in  this  land  will  accept  the  "  Light 

of  the  World  "  as  their  Savior! 

As  a  rule,  one  is  apt  to  speak  first  of  what  im- 

presses him  most,  and  in  this  letter  we  give  an  ac- 

count of  what  most  impressed  us  in  Bombay,— the 

people  known  as  the  Parsees.  It  is  always  difficult 

to  write  of  a  people  with  whom  we  have  but  slight 

acquaintance,  and  especially  is  this  true  when  the 

writer  is  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  language. 

Generalizing  from  a  few  facts  is  not  safe.  It  does 

well  enough  when  it  hits  the  truth,  but  it  so  often 

misses  that  the  careful  writer  hesitates  to  use  it  too 

freely.  In  the  case  of  the  Parsees,  fortunately  for 

us,  they  speak  English  fluently  and  are  always 

ready  to  speak  of  their  belief.  Then  we  have  had 

some  opportunity  to  study  their  peculiar  doctrine, 
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having  read  years   ago   the   Sacred  Books   of  the 
East. 

Among  the  various  classes  of  native  people,  one 
meets  on  the  streets  of  Bombay,  the  Parsees  are  by 

all  odds  the  most  interesting.  They  dress  better, 
are  better  educated,  are  well  to  do,  many  of  them 

being  very  wealthy,  speak  English  fluently,  and  it 

may  be  said  that  they  are  the  peers  of  any  class  in 

India.  The  men  wear  white  clothes,  made  some- 

what after  the  prevailing  European  styles,  over 

which  is  put  on  the  Sadora,  or  sacred  shirt,  of  white 

cotton  gauze.  The  head  is  covered  with  a  peculiar 

shaped  stiff  hat,  or  cap,  without  brim,  or  rim. 

The  women  are  dressed  in  flowing  robes,  with  the 

bright  colored  sari,  a  strip  of  cloth  a  yard  wide  and 

six  yards  long,  thrown  over  the  head  and  shoulders. 
These  are  of  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  with 

rose,  saffron,  olive,  seagreen,  and  sapphire,  and 

many  other  bright  tints  added.  A  group  of  Parsee 

ladies  presents  a  gorgeous  picture  on  the  streets. 

Their  glossy,  black  hair,  literally  as  black  as  the 

raven's  wing,  covered  in  part  with  a  close  fitting 
white  cap,  their  fair  complexion, — they  are  as 

white  as  many  of  the  Caucasian  race, — and  their 

finely-cut  features,  make  them  a  handsome  people. 

The  Parsees  formerly  inhabited  Persia,  and  are  the 

modern  followers  of  Zoroaster.  They  are  common- 
ly known  as  fire  worshipers  and  hold  to  one  of  the 

ancient  religions  that  has  come  down  to  modern 

times.  The  Zend-Avesta,  their  sacred  book,  is 
traced  back  to  600  B.  C,  and  Zoroaster  is  believed 

to  have  lived  about  the  same  time  that  Moses  led 

the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt.  His  followers  hold 

the  four  elements,  fire,  air,  earth  and  water  sacred, 

but  fire  is  the  most  sacred  of  all.  The  sacred  "  fire 

is  never  to  be  allowed  to  go  out.  Its  altar  must  be 

kept  pure;  it  is  a  heinous  sin  to  pollute  the  sacred 

element  in  any  way  whatever."  Everything  good 
-i*  iu  De  worsnipea  and  prayers  are  offered  to  hu- 

man souls,  animals,  vegetables,  springs  of  water, 
rivers,  mountains,  the  earth,  the  sun,  the  sky,  the 
moon  and  stars,  and  others  without  number.  Evil 
prevails,  but  finally  it  shall  be  overcome  and  slain. 
"Then  comes  the  perpetuation  of  life.  The  fair 
creation  that  had  been  slain  by  the  fiend  revives; 
The  good  live  in  a  renovated  world;  and  everlast- 

ing joy  prevails." 

When  the  Persian  Empire  was  overthrown  by  the 
Saracens,  A.  D.  650,  the  Zoroastrians  were  perse- 

cuted and  a  number  of  them  fled  to  India  where 
they  found  protection,  but  were  more  or  less  perse- 

cuted until  the  English  occupation.  The  British 
government  protects  alike  all  religions.  It  may  be 
stated  as  a  curious  fact  that  the  Queen  of  England 
has  more  Mohammedan  subjects  than  the  Sultan 
of  Turkey.  The  fire  worshipers  number  now 
about  sixty  thousand  and  form  an  important  factor in  Bombay. 

THE  TOWERS  OF  SILENCE. 

The  Parsees'  belief  that  fire  and  the  earth  are  sa. cred  elements,  leads  them  to  a  peculiar  method  of 
disposmg  of  their  dead.  As  soon  as  the  spirit  has 
fled,  the  body  is  considered  to  be  very  unclean  so 
unclean,  indeed,  that  to  burn  it  would  render 'the e,  and  to  bury  it  would  pollute  the  earth 

efore  expose  the  bodies  of  their  dead  to 
be  devoured  by  birds  of  prey.  To  us  the  very thought  seemed  disgusting,  even  horrible,  but  long usage  makes  it  seem  all  right  to  the  Parsees. 

In  the  environs  of  Bombay  is  an  eminence  called 
Malabar  Hill,  on  the  highest  point  of  which  are  the 
Towers  of  Silence,  on  which  the  dead  are  laid  to  be 
destroyed  by  vultures.  In  company  with  Bro 
Stover  and  Miss  Carroll  we  visited  the  place While  we  waited  at  the  entrance  a  funeral  arrived 
The  dead  was  laid  upon  a  stretcher  and  covered 
with  a  white  cloth,  and  borne  on  the  shoulders  of 
four  men,  known  as  the  "  carriers  of  the  dead  " 
the.r  sole  business  in  life  being  their  present  occu- 

They  the 

pation.  After  the  bier  came  a  number  of  Parsee 

men,  all  dressed  in  white,  walking  in  procession, 

each  pair  holding  a  white  handkerchief  between 

them.  A  flight  of  eighty  stone  steps  ascends  the 

hilltop.  As  the  procession  slowly  wended  its  way 

upward,  the  vultures,  anticipating  their  horrid 

feast,  flapped  their  broad  wings  and  sailed  over- 
head. The  body  was  taken  to  one  of  the  towers 

and  laid  on  the  iron  grating  prepared  for  it.  The 

procession  turned  away  to  worship  at  the  fire  tem- 
ple near  by,  and  the  vultures  began  their  work.  In 

half  an  hour  it  was  done,  and  the  bones,  entirely  bare, 

are  left  to  lie  in  the  sun  a  few  days,  when  the  "  car- 

riers "  with  gloved  hands  take  iron  tongues  and 
throw  the  bones  into  the  deep  well  in  the  center  of 
the  tower.  The  carriers  are  a  peculiar  class  and  are 
unclean  and  do  not  mix  with  other  Parsees  in 

social  intercourse.  After  touching  the  bones  even 

with  iron  t»ngues  they  must  purify  themselves  and 
cast  away  their  garments. 

We  were  not  allowed  to  enter  the  place  until  the 
procession  came  out.  The  Parsees  do  not  want  the 

shadow  of  an  unbeliever  in  their  religion  to  fall  up- 

on their  dead.  At  the  upper  gateway  we  were  met 

by  an  attendant  who  walked  with  us  about  the 

grounds.  We  found  beautiful  gardens  full  of  flow- 

ers, with  shaded  walks,  and  quiet  retreats,  and  pleas- 

ant nooks  where  one  might  sit  in  quiet  solitude  and 

meditate  without  asingle  reminder  of  the  close  prox- 

imity of  the  grim  towers.  Coming  to  within  thirty 

feet  of  the  largest  tower  the  attendant  stopped  and 

said,  "  No  one  goes  nearer  except  the  carriers  of  the 

dead."  We  learned  that  the  largest  tower  is  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  feet  in  diameter  and  thirty  feet 

high.  Eight  feet  from  the  ground  is  a  doorway,  to 
which  the  carriers  ascend  by  a  flight  of  steps,  and 

then  go  to  the  top  by  the  same  means  on  the  in 
On  the  edge  of  the  wall  of  the  tower  were  a 

vultures  resting  in  expectancy 

of  the  next  procession,  while  at  least  a  hundred  of 
these  same  foul  birds  of  prey  were  perched  on  the 
tops  of  the  palm  and  tamarind  trees,  within  the  en- 

closures. We  turned  away  from  the  sight  with  a 
sickened  feeling,  and  went  toward  the  fire  temple. 
We  were  not  allowed  to  enter,  but  could  see  the  in- 

ner altar  upon  which  the  sacred  fire  was  burning, 
—the  fire  which  every  faithful  Parsee  believes  was 
brought  down  from  heaven  by  Zoroaster  himself. 
It  is  watched  day  and  night  by  priests,  and  is  fed 
with  sandal  wood. 

Without  entering  too  far  into  details  it  may  be 
said  that  a  model  of  the  towers  was  shown  us. 
Separate  spaces  are  assigned  for  men,  women,  and 

The  well  in  the  center,  into  which  the 
i  connected  by  drains  with  four 

gh  these  the  rain-water  collect-- 
ed  in  the  center,  escapes,  and  passing  through 
charcoal,  becomes  disinfected  before  it  runs  into 
the  sea.  The  bones  rapidly  crumble  to  dust,  and 
are  thus  washed  away. 

Just  before  we  entered  the  grounds  in  which 
stand  the  towers,  grim,  gloomy,  and  silent,  there 
came  a  carriage  in  which  there  were  two  Parsee 
women.  They  came  by  where  we  were  sitting,  and the  broken  sobs  spoke  of  a  broken-hearted  wife  or 
mother  who  had  come  to  weep  in  the  solitude  for 
the  loved  and  the  lost.  We  could  not  keep  back 
the  thought  that  there  must  be  but  little  consola- 

tion to  come  to  a  place  like  this  to  weep,  and  we were  not  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Parsee  women 
very  rarely  indeed  come  to  the  silent  towers  to 
shed  tears.  In  our  beautiful  cemeteries  we  can  sit 
by  the  graves  of  our  sainted  dead,  and  while  we 
weep,  we  have  the  glad  consolation  that  Jesus,  our Savior,  was  laid  in  the  tomb,  that  he  burst  the  bars 
of  death,  and  came  forth  victorious  over  death  and 
the  grave;  and   that  we,  with  our  sleeping  dead 

score  or  more  hu 

child 
bones  are  thrown 
outer  wells.     Thr 

that  of  horror  can  the  Parsee  wife  or  mother  feel 

in  the  presence  of  these  gloomy  towers  where 

their  loved  ones  are  torn  by  foul  birds  of  prey? 

Dismissing  the  subject  we  thank  God  for  the  hu- 
manizing influences  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ. 

d.  L.  M. 

~-«*  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY*— 

ALONE  WITH  THEE. 

Into  my  closet,  fleeing  as  the  dove 
Doth  homeward  flee, 

I  haste  away  to  ponder  o'er  Tby  love. Alone  with  Thee. 

In  the  dim  woods,  by  human  ear  unheard. 

Joyous  and  free, Lord,  I  adore  Thee,  feasting  on  Thy  Word, 
Alone  with  Thee. 

Amid  the  busy  city,  thronged  aud  gay, 
But  One  I  see; 

Tasting  sweet  peace  as  unobserved  I  pray. 
Alone  with  Thee. 

Oh, 

—life  hid  with  Christ  in  God, 
So  making  me, 

me,  and  by  the  wayside,  and  abroad, 
Alone  with  Thee, — Elizabetft  Prentiss. 

"JAMIE'S  SILLER." 

A  gentleman  going  through  a  crowded  part  of 

the  City  of  Glasgow,  noticed  a  pale-faced  little 
bootblack  waiting  for  hire.  Touched  by  the  deli- 

cate look  of  the  child,  he  thought  he  wouid  give 
him  the  job  of  blacking  his  boots.  Accordingly  he 
gave  the  little  fellow  the  signal.  The  boy  at  once 

crept  lamely  toward  the  gentleman,  but  as  he 
pulled  himself  along,  he  was  supplanted  by  another 
little  bootblack,  who  was  immediately  at  the  gen- 

tleman's feet  and  ready  to  begin. 
"What's  this  for?"  said  the  gentleman  to  the intruder,  somewhat  angrily. 

"It's  a'  richt,"  said  the  newcomer  brightly. 
"Jamie's  jist  a  wee  while  oot  o'  the  hospital,  and 
the  rest  o'  us  take  turns  aboot  o'  brushin'  for  him." 

Jamie  smiled  pleasantly  by  way  of  assuring  the 

gentleman  that  his  comrade's  story  was  true. 
The  gentleman  was  so  gratified  by  this  act  of 

brotherly  kindness  that  he  gave  Jamie's  friend  a 
whole  shilling,  for  his  work,  telling  him  to  give 
sixpence  to  Jamie  and  keep  the  other  sixpence himself. 

"Na,  na,  sir,"  quickly  replied  the  little  hero, 
giving  the  shilling  to  Jamie  and  hurrying  from  the 

spot, — "  na,  na,  sir;  nane  o'  us  ever  taks  ony  o'  Ja- 

mie's siller." Such  a  spirit  as  this  among  grown  people  would 
contrast  wonderfully  with  the  mean,  grasping  cov- 
etousness,  which  takes  advantage  of  sickness,  pov- 

erty and  need,  and  thrusts  aside  the  poor  and 
weak  that  the  rich  may  grow  richer  and  still  more 

penurious. 

shall  come  forth  in  like  .... 

rection  morning  with  a  glorified  body,  and  so  dwell 
with   the   Lord  forever.     But  what  sentiment  but 

A  COTTAQE  FOR  A  WIDOW. 

I  remember  a  man  who  enlisted   in   our  war  and 
left  a  wife  and  two  children,  and  the  wife  was  not 
in  good  health.     One  cold  day  in  November,  in  the 
first  year  of  war,  news  came  that  he  was  shot  in  bat- 

tle, and  the  mother  was  in  great  sorrow.     Soon  aft- 
er the  landlord  came  around  after  his   rent  and  she 

told  him  her  trouble,  and  said  she  would  not  be 
able  to  pay  the  rent  so  regularly  as  before,  as  she. 
had  only  her  needle  by  which   she  could  obtain  a. 
livelihood;    sewing  machines  were  just  coming  in 
then,  but  as  she  could  not  buy  one  she  had  a  very 
poor  chance.     The  man  was  a  heartless  wretch  and 
he  said  that  if  she  did  not  pay  the  rent  regularly  he 
would  turn  her  out.    After  he  went  away  the  moth- 

began  to  weep.     Her  little  child,  not  quite  five, came  up  to  her  and  said: 

"  Mamma,  is  God  very  rich?  " 
"Yes,  my  child." 
"  Can't  God  take  care  of  us?  " "Yes." 

"  Then  what  makes  you  cry?     Mayn't  I  go  and 

ask  him?"  
s 
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The  mother  said  she  might,  if  she  liked.  The 
little  child  knelt  at  her  cradle  bed,  where  the  moth- 

er taught  her  to  pray,  and  the  mother  said  the 
child  never  looked  so  sweet.  She  stood  weeping 
over  her  misfortunes,  and  the  child  knelt  and  said: 

"  O  Lord,  you  have  given  and  taken  away  my dear  father,  and  the  landlord  says  he  will  turn  us 
out-of-doors,  and  my  mamma  has  no  money. 
Won't  you  lend  us  a  little  house  to  live  in? " 
And  then  she  came  out  to  her  mother  and  said: 

"  Mamma,  don't  weep,  Jesus  will  take  care  of  us;  I 
know  he  will,  for  I  have  asked  him." 

It  is  upwards  of  twenty  years  and  that  mother 
has  never  paid  any  rent  from  that  day  to  this.  A 
beautiful  cottage  was  provided  for  her  and  her  two 
children,  and  she  has  lived  there  without  paying 
any  rent.  When  the  fire  swept  over  Chicago  and 

burnt  up  her  house  a  second  little  home  was  put  up 
for  her,  and  there  she  is. — The  Bible  Reader. 
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HOLDING  UP  THE  PROPHET'S  HANDS. 

BY  NANNIE  BLAIN  UNDERHILL. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  illustrations  in  Scrip- 
ture is  that  of  the  faithful  helpers,  standing  on  the 

hill  with  their  leader,  and  holding  up  his  weary 
hands  until  the  sun  was  gone  down,  and  the  con- 

flict ended.  One  of  the  most  comforting  assur- 
ances in  life  is  the  knowledge  that  One  is  always 

with  us,  ready  to  help  and  uphold  in  every  time 

of  need.  How  it  cheers  the  tired  parent's  heart 
when  a  little  child  says,  "  I  will  help  you,  mamma. 

You  may  go  and  play  while  I  do  the  work." 
There  are  many  weary  bodies  and  heavy  hands 

and  tired  hearts  among  us  to-day,  who  need  en- 
couragement and  help.  The  man  whom  God  has 

chosen  to  be  his  mouthpiece,  to  proclaim  his 
blessed  truths  to  the  children  of  men  needs  help 
and  encouragement.  When  the  children  of  Israel 

g'Aimbled  about  their  trials  and  found  fault  with 
their  faithful  leader,  God  was  not  pleased  with 
them.  He  counted  their  murmurings  as  against 
himself.  Even  so  will  our  Lord  do  in  the  last  day, 

when  he  gathers  all  nations  together,  separating 
the  good  from  the  evil,  the  just  from  the  unjust, 

the  righteous  from  the  wicked,  the  sheep  from  the 
goats.  He  will  consider  our  actions  as  done  to 

himself.  He  will  say  to  the  righteous,  "  I  was  an 
hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat:  I  was  thirsty,  and 
ye  gave  me  drink:  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took 
me  in;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  sick,  and 
ye  visited  me:  I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto 

me."  To  the  unrighteous  he  will  say  the  opposite. 

Shall  we  be  among  those  whom  he  will  commend 

as  having  done  good  to  his  dear,  faithful  ones 

upon  earth,  or  shall  we  be  found  among  the  goats, 

who,  instead  of  helping,  are  always  ready  to  find 

fault,  to  grumble  about  the  methods  employed, 

to  enviously  accuse  our  leaders  of  unfaithfulness, 

to  make  unkind  and  insinuating  remarks  about 

them,  to  be  a  dead-weight  and  drawback  instead 

of  a  cheerful,  comforting  helper  in  the  Lord's 

work?  Our  dear  Savior  says,  "  Bear  ye  one  an- 

other's burdens."  How  sweet,  yea,  what  a  blessed 

privilege  it  is,  to  be  thus  permitted  to  show  kind- 
ness to  those  whom  God  loves,  and  delights  to 

honor!  Truly  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 

receive.  The  bliss  that  a  cheerful  giver,— a  willing 

helper— feels  all  the  time,  can  never  be  realized  by the  selfish  soul. 

When  those  faithful  men,  of  so  long  ago,  stood 

with  Moses  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  held  up 

his  hands,  that  the  army  of  the  Lord  might  be  so 

encouraged  as  to  prevail  and  conquer,  they  oc
- 

cupied a  place  of  honor  which  time  can  never 

obliterate.  Although  three  thousand  years  have 

passed  and  gone  since  their  kindness  was  show
n, 

the  record  of  their  helpfulness  shines  out  as  bright
- 

ly and  beautifully  as  it  did  then.  Ah,  that  we  al-
 

so might  engrave  our  names  in  places  of  honor
 

where  eternity  would  find  them  in  all  their  beau
ty. 

Even  so  we  may.  If  we  would  write  our  
names 

Or  characters  on  men's  hearts  by  means  of  kindly 

help  and  encouragement,  they  would  gl 
a  radiance   more   beautiful  than    gold    or 

pearls. 

How  ought  we  to  love  and  honor  the  faithful 
shepherds  and  teachers  whom  God  has  placed 
over  us,  to  guide  our  footsteps  in  the  path  of  right- 

eousness and  peace!  They  watch  for  our  souls. 
They  labor  for  our  salvation.  They  patiently  wait, 
and  humbly  endure  for  us,  many  a  hardship,  while 
we  go  on,  working,  planning  and  saving,— for  self. 

When  the  foe  of  God's  dear  children Sought  to  slay  them,  long  ago; 
God  sent  Moses  to  be  with  them,— 

Lead  and  guide  them  safely  through. 

When  the  prophet's  hands  grew  heavy; 
When  the  weary  frame  grew  faint; 

Did  any  one  try  to  help  him,— 
Was  he  the  only  saint? 

When  he,  the  dear  Lord's  servant, 
Stood  bravely  before  the  host; 

Upholding  the  good  and  perfect, 
Lest  the  cause  of  God  be  lost- 

Stood  there  on  blessed  hilltop,— 
Did  they  make  him  stand  alone? 

Ah,  no!    Others,  kind  and  willing, 
Felt  this  cause  to  be  their  own. 

Placed  him  on  a  good  foundation; 
And  they  stood  on  either  side: 

They  ufllield\s\m  in  his  station; 
They'd  have  been  as/tamed  to  chide. 

So  all  through  the  raging  conflict, 

They  upheld  the  prophet's  hands; And  God  blessed  their  humble  efforts 
Who  regarded  His  commands. 

"  Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens," 
So  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ; 

Help  the  faithful  Gospel  teachers  — 
Words  alone  will  not  suffice. 

Let  your  actions  tell  for  Jesus, — 
For  His  cause,  Oh,  freely  give; 

For  ye  have  received  so  freely, — 
Blessed  cause !    Forever  livel 
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The  Kansas  City  Mission. 

Since  our  series  of  meetings  the  building,  which 

we  used  for  the  past  two  years,  has  been  sold  and 
moved.  We  now  have  succeeded  in  getting  a 

place  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  building,  in 
which  meetings  will  be  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Sunday  of  each  month  at  11  A.  M.,  and  7:  30  P.  M. 

We  have  Sunday  school  each  Sunday  at  10  o'clock, 
under  the  leadership  of  brethren  Daniel  Sell  and 
Win.  Garber.  To  reach  place  of  meeting  take  the 
Elevated  Railway  at  Union  Depot  and  stop  at 
Riverview  Station.  Those  coming  on  Metropolitan 

line  should  stop  at  the  same  place.  The  place  of 

meeting  is  quite  near.  The  spiritual  prospect  in 

the  city  is  quite  hopeful.  The  rent  of  the  room  is 

quite  a  tax  on  the  little  band,  but  we  are  in  hopes 

of  getting  a  house  of  our  own,  and  having  a  faith- 
ful minister  located  there  in  the  future.  Those 

having  friends  in  the  city  will  please  notify  them  of 

the  change  of  meeting  place.  Please  give  me  the 

addresses  of  any  who  you  think  would  be  benefit- 

ed by  a  visit,  and  I  will  try  to  see  them. I.  H.  Crist. 

Gardner,  Kans.,  Jan.  30. 

From  Atchison,  Kans. 

Of  the  four  visits  to  the  State  Prison,  authorized 

by  the  Mission  Board  of  Northeastern  Kansas, 

since  the  last  District  Meeting,  each  visit  was  at- 

tended with  baptism  except  one,  which  I  made  yes- 

terday, Jan.  Jl.  I,  however,  found  all  the  Brethren 

there  cheerful  and  growing  wonderfully  in  the 

knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and  in  favor  with  those 

under  whose  charge  they  are  kept.  The  rules  per- 

mit the  same  visitors  to  enter  once  in  three  months 

only,  but  the  Warden  gave  me  a  grant  to  come  in 

at  my  own  chosen  time  once  each  month,  and  I  was 

indulged  by  him  yesterday  in  having  five  person
s 

called  from  their  several  respective  places  of  labor, 

to  attend  my  visit  for  any  required  length  of  time, 
from  9  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M. 

I  also  found  the  Atchison  Mission  post  in  a  very 

hopeful  condition.  That  opening  is  locally  guard- 
ed and  cherished  by  Bro.  L.  S.  Smith,  who  is 

known  and  respected  by  many  prominent  citizens 

for  his  deeply  pious  life  and  every-day  sameness 

for  now  many  years'  stay  in  Atchison  and  vicinity. 
He  is  poor  in  this  world's  goods,  but  draws  abun- 

dantly from  an  Unseen  Source  to  bear  a  large  bur- 
den, to  carry  a  week  of  meetings  once  a  month,  so 

long  as  he  can  be  provided  with  a  preacher. 
C.  C.  Root. 

Ozawkic,  Kans.,  Feb.  I. 

From  Parsons,  Kans. 

The  Brethren  at  this  place  feel  very  much  re- 
vived by  the  meetings  recently  held  here  by  Bro.  W. 

B.  Sell.  We  have  a  membership  of  thirty-eight 

members, — most  of  them  young.  It  is  our  greatest 
desire  to  see  the  cause  of  Christ  move  on.  We  think 

social  meetings  are  a  great  help  in  this  direction,  es- 

pecially in  congregations  where  they  have  no  resi- 
dent minister.  Many  of  the  young  members  say,  the 

social  meeting  is  the  means  that  has  kept  them  from 

drifting  away.  At  our  last  social  meeting  we  were 
considering  the  condition  of  our  District  missionary 

cause.  The  treasurer,  Bro.  Samuel  Cornelius,  re- 

ported that  our  missionary  funds  have  been  exhaust- 
ed long  ago.  Calls  are  coming  in,  one  after  another, 

saying,  "  Shall  we  go  and  preach,  or  must  we  let 

the  cause  of  Christ  go  down?"  We  realize  that 
something  must  be  clone.  We  have  adopted  a  plan 
that  I  am  sure  would  help  the  cause  wonderfully,  if 

we  could  induce  others  in  the  District  to  do  like- 

wise. We  decided  to  deny  ourselves  of  a  few  lux- 
uries of  living,  so  that  each  of  us  might  give  five 

cents  a  week  to  the  missionary  cause.  Our  first 

collection  amounted  to  S5.95.  Many  of  our  Breth- 
ren htwo  plenty  of  this  world' c  goods,  and  hy  a  lit- 

tle effort  our  empty  treasury  could  soon  be  replen- 
ished, and  many  be  made  to  rejoice  in  Christ. 

Samuel.  Ullery. Feb.  2.  ________ 

From  Bronderslev,  Denmark. 

The  first  week  in  this  new  year  Bro.  C.  Eskild- 
sen,  in  company  with  the  writer,  held  meetings 
days  and  evenings  at  several  places  in  the  country. 

The  meetings  were  well  attended  by  attentive  hear- 
ers, and  we  felt  the  Lord  was  in  the  meetings  with 

his  spirit,  blessing  both  the  speakers  and  the  hear- 
ers. We  feel  sure  this  Gospel  work  is  not  in  vain. 

We  had  long,  tiresome  walks  from  place  to  place, 
and  even  till  late  in  the  night,  in  snow  and  rain. 
Often  we  were  wet,  cold  and  tired  all  through, 

and,  on  reaching  a  place  at  about  twelve  in  the 

night,  had  to  go  to  rest  in  a  cold,  damp  room.  Put- 
ting on  the  wet  clothes  next  morning,  we  had  to 

start  again  on  our  work  for  our  blessed  Lord  and 

Master,  not  complaining,  but  praising  God  our  Fa- 
ther for  his  blessings  and  strength.  Thinking  of 

our  dear  Savior  and  how  much  he  had  to  suffer  for 

us,  we  are  glad  that  we  can  do  something  to  pro- 

claim his  true  Gospel  for  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

Bro.  Eskildsen  went  home  sick.  I  also  felt 

weak  and  tired  when  I  came  home,  but  the  next 

day  I  held  a  meeting  in  our  home  at  one  o'clock, and  after  that  walked  about  four  miles  to  a  place  to 

hold  meeting  in  the  evening,  at  seven  o'clock, 
returning  home  again  the  same  night  at  twelve 
o'clock.  The  blessings  of  our  Lord,  through  those 

meetings,  were  well  worth  this  hard  work. 

We  have  twelve  places  here  in  Vensyssel  for  reg- 

ular meetings,  which  are  held  in  rotation  by  breth- 
ren C.  Eskildsen,  C.  Hansen,  and  C.  Paulsen.  All 

are  out  every  Sunday,  holding  one  and  two  meet- 

ings each.  Bro.  Eskildsen  and  the  writer  go  out  to 

hold  meetings  in  the  evenings,  when  there  is  moon- 

light. We  feel  we  may  feed  the  flock;  and  also 

work  to  get  sinners  converted  and  led  to  Christ 

and  his  fold.  We  are  glad  to  think  that  we  have 

our  dear  Brethren's  sympathy,  prayer,  and  help  in 

our  mission.  May  our  Lord's  blessings  abundantly 

remain  with  all  our  dear  and  faithful  brethren  anck 
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sisters,  yea,  with  the  whole  Brotherhood,  and  give 

us  all  a  good  success  in  our  work  before  our  Lord, 
that  many  souls  may  be  saved  this  new  year,  is  our 

prayer!  C.  Hansen. 

Jan.  16. 

From  Roanoke,  Va. 

Our  first  revival  meeting  closed  last  night,  af- 
ter continuing  for  two  weeks.  We  had  seventeen 

sermons,  fourteen  baptisms  and  two  more  appli- 
cants. 

Our  congregations,  in  the  main,  were  very  large, 
the  church  scarcely  affording  seating  capacity  for 
all  who  desired  to  be  with  us.  Bro.  John  A.  Dove, 

of  Cloverdale,  Va.,  did  the  preaching  in  a  very  ac- 
ceptable manner,  creating  a  deep  interest  in  the 

minds  of  his  hearers.  His  sermons  were  as  a  com- 

plete chain,  closely  united  together.  Every  point 
was  made  plain  and  well  founded  upon  Bible 
truth. 

Truly  we  had  a  Gospel  feast  that  stimulated 

"  a  hungering  and  a  thirsting  after  righteousness." 
This  was  our  first  effort  at  a  series  since  building 

our  church  in  the  City,  one  and  one-half  years 
ago.  The  song  service  throughout  the  meeting 
was  good,  and  much  appreciated.  We  have  a 

goodly  number  of  the  "  Brethren's  Sunday  School 
Song  Books "  in  the  church.  The  Song  Book- 
contains  many  appropriate  hymns  and  tunes  for 
series  of  meetings. 

Good  results  are  coming  from  the  distribution, 

throughout  the  City,  of  the  Brethren's  tracts  by 
sister  Click,  who  is  here  in  that  work  by  order  of 
the  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  A 

number  arc  kept  in  a  tract-case  in  the  church  and 
the  people  are  invited  to  take  them  as  they  pass  in 
and  out. 

Our  Brethren,  finding  out  that  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger was  much  in  demand  at  the  different  Y. 

M.   C.    A.    Reading  Rooms  in   the  City,  made   up 
money    sufficient    to     have     it    sent    there   regularly, 
believing  the  Lord  will  abundantly  bless  the  effort, 
and  by  it  good  will  be  accomplished. 

Our  church  is  in  good  working  order,  each  mem- 

ber feeling  to  aid  in  adding  "  strength  to  strength." 
Our  evergreen  Sunday  school  is  a  charm  to  many. 
It   is  growing  in  interest   and   numbers.    What  a 

1            power  to  bring  the  young  to  the  Lord! 
P.  S.  Miller. 

Feb.  3.  ^   
From  the  Indian  Creek  Church,  Pa. 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  18,  Bro.  1,  B.  Ferguson  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Nedrow  school- 

house.  He  preached  on  Saturday  evening  and 
Sunday  at  10:30,  and  also  on  Sunday  evening. 
After  meeting,  on  the  road  home,  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  the  schoolhouse,  a  tree  fell  across 
the  road,  behind  the  sled  of  Bro.  Daniel  Sheets, 
son-in-law  of  the  writer.  A  limb  of  the  tree  struck 
Bro.  Sheets  and  killed  him  instantly.  Katy  Saylor, 
aged  about  fourteen  years,  was  also  injured  She 
lived  till  S  o'clock  next  morning,  but  never  re- 

gained consciousness.  Mr.  Baker,  a  young  man 
over  twenty-two  years  of  age,  was  walking  behind 
the  sled  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  He  was 
found  four  feet  from  the  road  under  a  heavy  part 
of  the  tree.  A  log,  near  by.  taking  up  most  of  the 
weight,  saved  Bro.  Baker  from  being  crushed  into 
the  ground.  He  lived  till  the  third  day  when  he 
died  at  nine  o'clock,  being  unconscious  all  the 
while.  John  Singo,  son  of  Bro.  Joseph  Singo. 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  seriously  hurt, 
but  there  are  hopes  of  his  recovery.  Three  more 
of  Bro.  Singo's  family  were  hurt.  His  wife  and two  other  children  were  slightly  wounded  Miss 
Annie  Miller  and  Bro.  Sheets'  two  children  were 
also  slightly  wounded.  There  were  eleven  persons on  the  sled.  Two  of  them  were  unhurt.  Sister 
Elizabeth  R.  Sheets  was  sitting  on  the  seat  by  her 
husband's  side  and  escaped  unhurt.  Nancy  Singo was  also  unhurt.  The  one  side  of  the  sled  bed 
and  end  gates  were  split  into  pieces. 

This  sad  disaster  stopped  our  meetings  until Thursday  evening.    After  that  we  continued  until 

Saturday  evening.  On  Sunday  morning  we  met 
at  a  stream,  where  four  dear  little  Iambs  were 

brought  into  the  fold  by  baptism.  At  ten  o'clock 
Bro.  Ferguson  preached  his  last  discourse. 

Jeremiah  Faust. Jan.  27.  . 

From  Frederick,  M<J. 

Our  series  of 

progress  for  four last  evening.  On 

we  baptized  thre 
the  presence  of 
to    1, loo   persons. 

meetings,  which  have  been  in 

weeks,  were  brought  to  a  close 
each  of  the  last  three  Sundays 

,  four  and  two,  respectively,  in 
.n    audience   estimated  from  8uO 

The  ordinance  was  performed 
ace  in  the  suburbs  of  this  place,  and  the 

trees  and  roofs  were  filled  with  crowds  of  men 

and  boys  who  were  eager  to  see.  Excellent  order 
was  maintained  during  the  baptisms. 

We  were  asked  by  a  lad  of  about  twelve  years, 

"Are  you  going  to  baptize  next  Sunday?"  I  re- 
plied, "  I  do  not  know  for  a  certainty."  He  then 

said,  "  1  am  going  to  be  baptized  next  Sunday." 
I  asked,  "  Are  you  going  to  be  baptized  like 

Jesus  was?"  "No,  sir,"  he  answered,  "our  church 
does  not  baptize  like  Jesus  was,  for  John  took 

him  down  into  the  river  of  Jordan  and  there  bap- 

tized him,  did  he  not?"  My  reply  was,  "Yes, 
sir,  and  everybody  that  is  baptized  ought  to  be 
baptized  like  Jesus  was,  because  Jesus  told  us  he 

would  show  us  how  to  do  his  Father's  will."  The 

lad  then  said,  "  Say,  but  our  church  don't  do  that 
way,  and  if  your  meeting  keeps  up  next  week, 

I  am  coming  up  to  hear  you."  Our  conversation 
stopped,  after  a  few  other  words  of  admonition, 

but  we  can  easily  see  how  readily  the  Scriptures 
are  understood  by  young  minds.     P.  D.  Fahrney Feb.  4.  ^  | 

From  Greenmount,  Va. 

I  left  home  Dec.  28,  en  route  for  the  Mountain 

Grove  church,  Brock's  Gap  congregation,  to  attend 
meetings.    We   met   a  goodly  congregation 

at    II    A.    M.,    the   same   day,   and    continued   our 
ieetings  till  Jan.   12,  preaching  seventeen  sermons 

at  that  place,  besides  two  funeral  sermons.     Not- 
ithstanding  the   dark  nights  and  some  very  cold 
gather,    the   meetings    continued   to   grow   in   iv- 
rest.     Good   attention    was    given   to   the   Word 

preached,  and  the  best  of  order  prevailed.     Seven 
precious  souls  made  the  gc 
baptized.     One,  who  had  u 
and  was  received -into   fell   
cants  are  not  yet  baptized.  I  returned  hom 
the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  found  that  Eld.  J. 
P.  Zigler,  from  Mayland,  Va.,  had  begun  some 
meetings  the  same  day  in  the  Fairview  church 
(Greenmount  congregation).  The  meetings  con- 

tinued until  the  evening  of  the  29th.  Bro.  Zigler 
labored  faithfully.  Suffering  from  a  deep-seated 
cold,  he  got  very  hoarse  the  second  week  he  was 
with  us.  The  Brethren  then  secured  Bro.  J.  M 
Kagey,  of  Dayton,  Va.,  who  preached  three  even- 

ings, after  which  Bro.  Zigler  again  resumed  the 
work.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the 
best  of  attention  was  given,  with  excellent  order. 
Thirteen  were  made  willing  to  come  to  Christ  and 
were  baptized.  jACOB  A  Garber. Feb.  4. 

If  you  wish  to  know  whether  you  are  a  Christian, inquire  of  yourself  whether,  in  and  for  the  love  of 
God,  you  seek  to  make  happy  those  about  you  by 
smiles  and  pleasant  sayings.  Are  you  a  comforta- 

ble person  to  live  with?  Are  you  pleasant  to  have about? — Gail  Hamilton. 

nfession  and  were 

Med  away,  returned 

Several  appli- 

.J^™l!l™rnJloulLx  Correspondents. "As  cold  M.r  lo  a  ll,l,sly  son|,  so  ls  8ooJn^tonTa7ircmintoY!" 

Shannon,  111.— Bro.  David  Eby  came  to  us  Jan. 
18,  and  remained  with  us  until  Feb.  I,  preaching, in  all,  sixteen  sermons.  One  dear  sister  came  out 
on  the  Lord's  side  and  was  baptized.  We  trust the  Word  preached  may  have  a  telling  effect  up- 

on those  who  attended  these  meeting?.— .rY.  L. Baum,  Feb.  3. 

Huntington,  Ind— Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  closed 
a  series  of  meetings  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  2,  with 

good  success.  Eleven  were  baptized,  and  we  had 
one  application  for  baptism.  Wcheld  our  quarter- 

ly council  while  Bro.  Rosenberger  was  with  us. 
The  Spirit  of  God  being  manifested,  all  business 

was  disposed  of  pleasantly.— A.  C.  Emlcy. 

Harlan,  Iowa.— Bro.  R.  A.  Yoder,  from  Sabetha, 
Kans.,  came  to  us  Jan.  18,  and  preached  for  us 
until  Feb  3.  God  blessed  his  labors  with  us,  so 

that  seven  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  This  had 
been  Bro.  Yoder's  home  in  former  years.  Here 
he  was  called  to  labor  for  the  Master.  Bro.  R. 

F.  McCune  is  continuing  the  meetings. — C.  H 
Strohm,  Feb.  5. 

Highland,  Ohio. — We  just  closed  a  very  inter- 
esting series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Isaac 

Frantz,  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  commencing  Jan. 

11,  and  closing  Jan.  28.  He  delivered,  in  all, 

twenty-three  sermons,  including  one  funeral  dis- 
course. One  was  reclaimed.  Bro.  Isaac  made 

many  warm  friends  while  here.  The  members 

were  greatly  encouraged.—/.  G.  McClure,Jan.  30. 

Meriden,  Kans. — We  have  an  "  evergreen  school  " 
every  Sunday  in  the  year.  We  have  set  apart  the 
first  Sunday  in  every  other  month  as  missionary 

day,  and  the  collection  on  that  Hay  will  be  sent 
to  our  Missionary  Board.  We  use  your  publica- 

tions in  our  school  and  think  they  are  a  great  help 
in  the  study  of  the  lesson.  Our  school  is  not 

large,  but  all  seem  to  be  interested. — /.  W.  Mosier, 

Feb.  3. 

Union,  Ohio. — I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
at  Arlington.  Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  23,  and 
continued  until  Feb.  4,  preaching  every  night,  and 

having  also  a  number  of  day  meetings.  Quite  a 
good  interest  was  manifested  by  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  its  vicinity,  notwithstanding  the  damp 
weather  and  very  muddy  roads.  One  was  received 

into  the  church  by  baptism,  and  a  number  of  oth- 
ers expressed  themselves  as  being  ready  to  come, 

but  waiting  for  their  companions  to  come  with 

them.— Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh,  Feb.  5. 

Prairie  View  Church,  Mo.— Our  church-council 
convened  to-day.  In  the  absence  of  our  elder, 
David  Bowman,  who,  with  his  wife,  is  visiting 
their  old  home  in  Virginia,  Bro.  Josiah  Lehman 

presided  at  the  meeting.  We  reorganized  Sunday 
school,  with  Bro.  H.  L.  Holsopple,  Superintendent, 
and  sister  Katie  Wenger,  Assistant.  We  decided 

to  have  a  nine  months'  school  this  year  and  to 
elect  our  Superintendent  quarterly.  We  will  meet 

each  Sunday,  and  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies. — 
Bertha  Kring,  St.  Martin's,  Mo.,  Feb.  1. 

West  Nimishillen  Church,  Ohio.— The  brethren 
and  sisters  here  conducted  an  interesting  series 
of  meetings  at  the  Pleasant  Valley  house,  com- 

mencing on  the  evening  of  Jan.  16  and  continuing 
until  the  evening  of  Feb.  4.  Nine  day  meetings 
were  also  held,  including  our  regular  council, 
which  was  held  Feb.  1.  Our  elder,  Samuel 
Sprankle.  did  nearly  all  the  preaching.  Four  souls 
made  the  good  confession  and  were  baptized. 
On  the  day  the  meetings  closed,  Bro.  Sprankle 
received  a  call  to  preach  a  funeral  sermon,  making, 
in  all,  four  times  that  he  was  away  to  assist  at 
funerals  during  these  meetings.— Isaac  Holl. 

Macoupin  Creek,  111.— We  met  in  council  to- 
day. Considerable  business  came  before  the  meet- 

ing but  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  Our  Sunday 
school  was  reorganized  by  electing  L.  B.  Watson, 
Superintendent,  and  Martin  Brubaker,  Assistant. 
The  writer  was  instructed  to  go  to  Litchfield  to 
continue  the  meetings  begun  by  Eld.  D.  B.  Gibson 
a  week  ago.  We  also  took  a  very  important  step, to  aid  the  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Southern 
District  of  Illinois  to  locate  a  minister  at  Litch- 

field. May  the  Lord  bless  our  dear  brethren  and 
sisters  for  such  efforts  in  Jesus'  name!  Our  church 
treasury  as  well  as  the  Mission  and  Tract  Work 
were  remembered  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $40.00. 
Uius    closed    a    happy    meeting.— Michael    Flory, 



February  15,  1896. 

Notice.— To  the  Churches  of  the  Northeastern  Dis 
trict  of  Kansas— The  Mission  Board  of  Northeast- 

ern Kansas  will  meet  in  the  Pleasant  Grove  church 
April  7,  1896. -£.  D.  Root,  Secy,  Ozaviie,  Kans 
Feb.  3. 

Batdorf,  Ohio.— The  Swan  Creek  church  held 
a  two  weeks'  meeting  this  winter.  Bro.  Wm.  Mc- 
Kimmy  did  most  of  the  preaching.  One  young 
brother  was  baptized.  Bro.  J.  W.  Moore,  from 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  also  held  a  peek's  Bible  School 
for  us.  The  meetings  were  very  interesting  —Lib- 
bit  Hall,  Fib.  4 

iitchfield,  111.— I  am  now  at  this  place.  Bro. 
D.  B.  Gibson  had  been  here  for  ten  days,  and  six 
wert  added  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed.  Ouite 

an  interest  having  been  aroused,  the  Macoupin 
Creek  church  sent  me  here  to  continue  the  meet- 

ings. We  hope  the  Lord's  blessings  will  accom- 
pany all  his  ministers.  May  God  be  praised!— 

Michael  Flory,  Feb.  4. 

Annual  Meeting  Tents.— Quite  a  number  are 
-writing,  asking  me  to  reserve  them  a  tent  near  the 

tabernacle  but  do  not  send  the  Si. 50.  The  only 

-way  to  procure  a  tent  is  to  send  by  draft,  or  money 
order,  Si. 50.  When  that  is  done,  the  Secretary 
will  send  receipt  and  the  number  of  tent,  which 
can  be  used  from  May  20  to  June  1.  One  tent 

will  accommodate  ten  persons. — /.  H.  Crist,  Secy, 
Gardner,  Ka?is. 

Upper  Conewago  Church,  Pa.— We  commenced 
a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  19  at  the  Mummert  house 
near  East  Berlin.  The  preaching  was  done  by 

Bro.  Orville  V.  Long, — one  of  our  home  ministers, — 
who  preached  to  large  and  appreciative  audiences, 

delivering,  in  all,  fifteen  soul-cheering  sermons. 
He  held  forth  the  Word  in  all  its  purity.  We  had 

quite  an  ingathering.  Bro.  Long  baptized,  in  all, 

twenty-nine  dear  and  precious  souls.  There  are 

still  some  counting  the  cost. —  Chas.  L.  Baker,  East 
Berlin,  Pa.,  Feb.  4. 

Pine  Grove  Church,  Pa. -Bro.  D.  H.  Walker,  of 
Lull,  Pa.,  came  to  us  Ian.  18,  and  continued  the 

meetings  until  Feb.  2,  preaching,  in  all,  twenty 
soul-cheering    discourses.     Three   dear  souls   were 
:made  willing  to  forsake  sin  and  follow  Christ;  two 

were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed.  Others  were  al- 
most persuaded.  We  had  good  congregations  and 

the  very  best  of  order  and  interest  were  manifest- 
,ed.  The  brethren  and  sisters  were  much  encour- 

aged in  their  work  and,  by  the  help  of  God, 
labored  faithfully  for  the  conversion  of  sinners. 
— H.J.  Koontz,  Hooversville,  Pa.,  Feb.  3. 

Canton,  111.— This,  the  Cole  Creek  congregation, 
has  rented  a  churchhouse  in  the  City  of  Canton 

for  one  year.  As  part  of  our  members  live  in 

town,  they  thought  some  good  might  be  accom- 

plished if  we  would  have  preaching  in  the  city. 

It  is  a  town  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants.  I 

preached  two  weeks  in  the  city.  We  had  good 

attendance,  good  order  and  a  good  interest.  We 

closed  last  Friday  evening  with  a  good  audience 

and  two  applicants  for  baptism.  We  expect,  the 

Lord  willing,  to  open  a  Sunday  school  in  the 

spring.      If     any     of    our    Brethren    should    pass 

'through  Canton,  we  would  be  pleased  to  have 

them  stop  and  preach  for  us.— 5.  Bitcklew. 

Olive  Branch,  Iowa.— Our  quarterly  counc
il 

passed  off  very  pleasantly,  with  a  good  deal  of 

business  transacted.  This  church  has  been  under 

the  care  of  Bro.  W.  J.  Thomas,  but  as  he  has  moved 

to  California,  we  necessarily  had  to  appoint  an 

elder.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  John  Diehl,  of  Panora, 

Iowa.  We  are  now  without  a  resident  mi
nister. 

As  Bro.  George  Thomas  moves  to  Idaho  Marc
h 

1,  we  would  like  some  good  minister  to  come  an
d 

settle  here-as  the  harvest  is  great  and  the  laborers
 

few.  There  is  a  good  opening  here.  The  moving 

away  of  three  families  has  reduced  our 
 member- 

ship to  about  sixteen.     Truly  we  don't   want  th
e 
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nd  scatter 

Whc 
wuives  to  get  m  ana  scan-ci  «  «■.., 

will  be  the  first  to  respond  to  our  call?  Address 

all  correspondence  to  the  writer—  M.J.Spohn,  Box 
>>1,  Ames,  Iowa,  Feb,  3. 

Atwood,  Kans.— Bro.  John  Garber  held  a  series 
of  meetings  here.  He  preached  mostly  doctrinal 
sermons.  He  preached  in  three  places  and  had, 
in  all,  about  three  weeks'  meetings.  Two  were restored  and  many  good  impressions  have  been made. — Henry  Fry,  Jan.  13. 

Galva,  Iowa.- Hro.  O.J.  Beaver,  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa,  began  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  1 1,  con- 

tinuing until  Jan.  21.  He  labored  faithfully  in  word 
and  doctrine,  and  did  not  forget  to  urge  the  mem- 

bers to  a  higher  life.  Two  made  the  good  confes- 
sion, and  were  buried  in  baptism.— Lillie  Hotzell, 

Jan.  28. 

Burkittsville,  Md  —  Bro.  J.  A.  Dove,  of  Clover- 
dale,  Va„  conducted  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 

Brethren's  meetinghouse  near  Burkittsville,  from 
Dec.  4  to  the  15th,  inclusive.  During  that  time 
four  young  men  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  and  others  were  almost  persuaded.  Dur- 

ing his  month's  labor  in  this  Valley  a  total  of 
sixty-six  members  were  added  10  the  church.  Bro. 
Dove  is  an  earnest  laborer,  and  those  who  secure 
his  services  will  do  well.— David  Aushi  rman. 

Pueblo,  Colo. — The  good  work  here  goes  on, 
though  we  have  no  minister.  The  Messenger  is 

in  much  demand.  We  are  doing  all.  we  can,  dis- 
tributing our  papers,  tracts  and  almanacs.  Some 

are  surprised  to  know  there  is  such  a  large  body 
of  the  Brethren.  Who  will  come  to  the  rescue? 

We  have  heard  it  said,  If  you  had  a  church  here 

we  would  unite  with  you.  We  have  been  here 

seven  years  and  only  heard  six  sermons  by  the 
Brethren.  We  feel  sad  to  bring  up  our  children 
without  the  influence  of  the  church  and  Sunday 

school.— A'.  A.  Patterson. 

Hatfield,  Pa.— Jan.  20  Bro.  Levi  S.  Mohler,  of 
Dillsburg,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  came  to  us,  to  once  more 
remind  us  of  our  duties,  and  to  warn  the  sinner 

to  flee  the  wrath  which  is  to  come.  He  preached 
in  the  Lansdale  house,  commencing  Jan.  20  and 
continuing  every  evening  till  the  26th.  He  also 

preached  on  Sunday  morning  in  the  Hatfield 

church.  Sunday  afternoon  he  went  back  to  Lans- 
dale. He  preached,  in  all,  eight  sermons.  Bro. 

Reuben  Shroyer,  of  Stark  County,  Ohio,  preached 

on  Tuesday  evening,  which  left  our  brother  only 

one  night's  rest,  which  he  very  much  needed. — Ella 
C.  Soudcr. 

Lordsburg,  Cal.— My  place  of  work  is  now  at 
this  point.  I  can  say  truly  that  I  am  enjoying  the 

Master's  work  as  much  since  I  am  in  California  as 
I  ever  did.  I  labored  first  with  the  congregation 

at  Covina,  next  at  Glendora,  and  now  at  Lords- 
burg. At  present  I  am  taking  a  peculiar  College 

course, — I  eat,  sleep,  study  and  preach  in  the  Col- 
lege. There  is  a  peculiarity  about  human  nature 

th't  we  ought  to  study  carefully.  That  is,  we 

will  partake  largely  of  that  with  which  we  are 

surrounded.  If  a  minister  goes  into  a  congrega- 
tion where  the  membership  is  dull,  lifeless  and 

formal,  he  will  soon  be  about  as  dull  as  any  of 

the  body.  But  if  the  members  are  full  of  zeal, 
and  cheerful  and  spiritual,  the  preacher  will  soon 
wear  a  cheerful  face,  and  possess  a  happy  heart. 

What  a  power  colleges  might  be  for  good!— A. 
Hutchison,  Feb.  3. 

Naperville  Church,  111.— Bro.  Daniel  Dierdorff, 

from  Franklin  Grovet  111  ,  commenced  a  week's 
meetings  in  the  church  one  and  one-half  miles 
north  of  town  Jan.  25,  and  continued  until  Feb.  2. 
While  we  have  no  accessions  to  report,  we  believe 

the  meetings  were  of  great  benefit  to  the  members 

at  this  place.  We  feel  that  some  lasting  impres- 
sions were  made  and  we  hope  that  soon  there 

will  be  an  ingathering  at  this  place.  Why  send 
off  so  far  for  ministers  to  come  and  hold  your 

series  of  meetings?  Why  don't  the  adjoining 
churches  have  their  ministers  exchange  appoint- 

ments oftener?  They  will  get  better  acquainted 
with  each  other,  and  their  love  for  the  church  and 

for  one  another  will  be  greater!  The  church  seems 

to  be  built  up  and  willing  to  press  onward  in  the 

good  work  of  the  Lord  at  this  place.— Harvey  M. 

Spring  Creek,  Iowa.— Bro.  Jacob  Delp,  of  Pearl 
City,  111.,  came  here  Jan.  18  and  preached  until 
Jan.  30.  Our  brother  gave  us  some  very  good 
and  interesting  lessons.  Saints  were  encouraged 
and  built  up  and  sinners  warned  to  flee  the  wrath 

to  come.  We  are  also  having  very  well-attended 
and  interesting  prayer  meetings. — Nellie  G.  Beaver, 
Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  Feb.  I. 

Panora,  Iowa.— Eld.  R.  F.  McCuoe  last  night 

closed  a  three  weeks'  meeting,  commenced  by  D. 
E.  Brubaker,  at  the  Coon  River  church.  No  ad- 

ditions were  had  but  the  church  was  much  built 

up  and  encouraged  to  a  higher  life.  Of  the  meet- 
ings held  by  Bro.  J.  L.  Myers  at  Panther,  and  the 

writer  at  the  South  River  churches,  we  have  about 

the  same  report.—/.  D.  Haughtelin,  Feb.  3. 

Ottawa,  Kans. — We  just  closed  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  this  place.  Eld.  C.  M.  Yearout  came  to  us 

Jan.  6,  and  preached  ten  sermons  at  the  Fouts 
schoolhouse,  four  miles  southeast  of  Ottawa.  He 

then  came  to  Ottawa  and  preached  thirteen  ser- 
mons in  the  churchhouse.  As  an  immediate  result 

three  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed,  and  others 

are  very  near  the  kingdom.— 5.  P.  Weaver,  Jan.  25. 

Mt.  Etna,  Iowa— Bro.  Stephen  Yoder  came  to 
us  Dec.  27,  and  began  a  series  of  meetings.  He 
continued  until  Jan.  20,  preaching,  in  all,  twenty- 
six  sermons.  Four  dear  souls  came  out  on  the 

Lord's  side.  One  brother  was  baptized  at  9  o'clock 
P.  M.  That  is  something  we  like  to  see.  We 

preach  baptism.  Let  those  who  come  out  be  at 

once  baptized  like  the  jailer  was. — A.  P.  Simpson, 

Feb.  4. 

Carthage,  Va.— Eld.  Henry  Sheets,  on  his  way 
from  the  Red  Oak  Grove  and  Pleasant  Valley 

churches,  came  to  the  White  Rock  church,  Floyd 

Co.,  Va.,  on  the  night  of  Jan.  26,  and  preached  five 
soul-cheering  sermons  to  a  crowded  house.  We 
had  eleven  applicants  for  baptism,  eight  of  them 
have  been  baptized,  and  three  await  baptism.  One 
was  also  restored.  Bro.  Sheets  is  a  workman  that 

need  not  be  ashamed.— Cephas  D.  Reed,  Feb.  2. 

Middlebury,  Ind.— The  members  of  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church  held  their  quarterly  council  Feb. 
1.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Hoover,  was  buried  just  one 
week  previous  to  our  council.  Bro.  Christ.  Schrock, 
who  was  ordained  assistant  elder  at  our  previous 
council,  being  now  in  charge,  he  invited  Bro. 
Benjamin  Lear  to  be  with  us  and  assist  in  the 
meeting.  Considerable  business  came  before  the 

meeting,  but  all  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian- 
like  manner.  Bro.  Christ.  Schrock  was  then  fully 

authorized  to  take  oversight  of  Ihis  church.— L.  E. 
Weaver,  Feb.  3. 

Lima,  Ohio. — Our  meetings  closed  in  Lima  Jan. 
29  with  an  increasing  interest,  and  many  regrets 
that  we  nould  not  continue  longer.  Many  seemed 

near  the  kingdom.  We  closed  with  one  baptism, 
The  little  band  of  members  in  Lima  is  earnest  and 

well  disciplined,  and  likely  to  do  good  work  in 
the  cause  of  the  Master.  As  in  many  of  the  cities 

they  feel  the  need  of  a  house  of  worship.  We 
tried  to  encourage  them  as  best  we  could,  praying 

that  the  good  Lord  may  open  up  a  way  for  these 

dear  members  to  secure  the  needed  help. — 0.  C. 

Ellis,  River,  Ind.,  Feb.  6. 

Bronderslev,  Denmark. — Our  love  feast  was 
held  in  Godthaab,  Bronderslev,  Dec.  26,  1895. 

Twenty-four  members  were  at  the  Communion 
table.  This  was  a  blessed  time  to  us,  indeed,  to 

remember  our  dear  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  -Who  suf- 
fered and  died  for  us  all.  Several  remained  after 

our  public  meeting,  held  at  the  same  place  at 

1  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  be  present  at  our  love  feast, 

the  Lord's  Supper  and  feet-washing,  in  the  even- 

ing, according  to  our  Lord's  commandment  and 
example  (John  13:  4,  5,  13-17),  as  believed  and 
practiced  by  the  Brethren.  Some  were  moved  to 

tears  when  witnessing  the  Brethren's  faith  and 
practice  of  the  true  Gospel.  We  are  sure  this 
blessed  Communion  will  be  remembered  long,  to 

the  glory  of  God  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. — C, 
Hansen,  Jan,  16. 
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V"  What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not 

KILLIAN— MILLER— At  the  home  of  th 

bride's  parents,  Jan.  9,   1896,  by   the    under 
signed,  Mr.  Albert  F.  Killian,  of  Akron,  Pa., 
and  sister  Emma  J.  Miller,  of  Philadelphia. 

T.  T.  Mveks. 

KINDY— SHROCK— At  the  home  of  the 

bride,  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ind.,  Dec. 

25, 1895,  by  the  undersigned,  liro.  Albert  Kindy, 
of  Elkhart,  lnd.,  and  sister  Carrie  Shrock,  of 

Middlcbury,  Ind.  I.  D,  Parker, 

HANG— KAHLER— At  the  home   of   the 

bride's  parents,    near    Louisville,    Stark    Co., 
Ohio,  Dec.  24,  1805,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro. 

Edward  L.  Hang  and  sister  Jennie  Kahler. 
S.  B.  Stuckey. 

HOOVER— MOCK— At  the  home  of  the 

undersigned,  Jan.  22,  1806,  Mr.  Frank  Hoover, 
of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  Miss  Laura  Mock,  of 
Osceola,  Ind.  I.  D.  Parker. 

DUBBLE—  KEMPF.— At  the  residence  ol 

the  groom's  sister,  in  Lancaster  City,  Pa.,  Jan. 
25,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Amos  P.  Dubble 
and  Annie  M.  Kempf,  of  this  City. 

T.  F.  Imler. 

.  •  •  FALLEN  1  ASLEEP  . .  . 

MILLER.— In  the  Middle  Creek  church,  P; 

May  19,  1895,  John  C.  Miller,  aged  46  years 
9  months  and  29  days.  Funeral  services  at 

tended  to  by  Eld.  Josiah  Berkly,  from  Matt,  6. 

MILLER.-At  the  same  place,  Archie  Mil 
ler,  aged  9  years,  2  months  and  21  days.  Fu 

neral  services  attended  to  by  Josiah  Berkly, 
from  Matt.  18:3. 

PILE— At  the  Middle  Creek  church,  Sept. 
S,  1895,  Mary  Pile,  aged  84  years  and  8 

months,  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Josiah 
Berkly. 

FISHER.-In  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  111., 

Dec.  18,  1895,  of  heart  disease,  Bro.  George 
Fisher,  aged  51  years  and  10  months.  He  was 

Iv-rr,  i„  .JWord  County.  Pa.,  and  removed 
with  his  parents  in  an  early  day,  and  settled 

near  Pearl  City,  111.,  where  he  spent  most  of 
his  life.  Sept.  14,  1869,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  to  Mary  Barklow,  who  still  survives  him. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  church  for 

twenty-two  years,  always  being  active  and 
firm.  About  five  years  ago  he  was  called  to 

the  office  of  deacon,  faithfully  serving  the 
church  in  that  capacity  until  death.  A  few 

days  before  passing  away,  he  called  for  the 
elders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed.  He 

leaves  a  wife  and  eight  children.  Funeral 
services  by  the  Brethren.       L.  E.  Keltner. 

BARDEN.-At  Walkerton,  Ind.,  Jan.  17, 
1896,  Nora  E.  Barden,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Barden,  aged  12  years,  5  months  and 
17  days.  She  leaves  a  father  and  mother,  one 
sister  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  services  by 
the  writer.  Jacob  Hilderhrand. 

BAKER.— In  the  Rock  Grove  congregation, 
near  Nora  Springs,  Iowa,  Jan.  26.  1896,  George 

•  A.  Baker,  aged  61  years,  8  months  and  6  days. *  County,  Ohio,  and 

WEICEL.— In  the  E 

gregation,  Stark  Co.,  Oh 
ishillen  con- 

fancy  (Hoov- 
)  Weicel,  wife  of  Bro.  Levi  Weicel,  aged 

62  years  and  6  days.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  Jan.  19,  1834;  moved  to  Ohi 

years  ago.  She  belonged  to  the  church  of  the 
Brethren   a  number    of    years. 

■  of  : 

childn 
and  1 

:6-8. 
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by   the 

married    to    Mary    Robeson, 
Eight  children  blessed  this  union,  of 
seven  are  living.    Funeral  discourse 
writer,  from  Ps.  103: 15,  16. 

Harvey  Eikenberry. 

MILLER.-In  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  Ohio,  sister  Eve  Miller,  wife  of 

Bro.  Aaron  Miller,  aged  57  years,  9  months 
and  27  days.  She  leaves  a  husband,  one  son 
and  two  daughters.  Two  sons  and  one  daugh- 

ter preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  Disease, 
rheumatism  and  heart  dropsy.  She  called  for 
the  ciders  and  was  anointed  two  days  pre- 

vious to  her  death.  Funeral  services  by  Eld. 
John  Smith,  assisted  by  the  Brethren,  from  I 

BROWN.-In  ,he  Pine  Creek  church,  Ogle 
Co.,  111..  Jan.  ii,  1896.  of  typhoid  fever,  Benja- 

min Franklin  Brown,  son  of  Bro.  Jacob  and 
sister  Mary  Brown,  aged  8  years,  3  months 
and  22  days.     Funeral  services  by  the  Breth- 

Ha :  He 

LICHTY.— In  the  South  Waterloo  church 
Iowa,  Dec.  tS,  1895,  Wilma  Gay,  daughter  of 
Elmer  and  Emma  Lichty,  aged  10  months  and 
10  days.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. L.  R.  Peiper. 

CARPER.-In  the  East  Nimishillcn  church, 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  sister  Mary  {nee  Kurtz),  wife 

of  friend  John  Carper,  aged  59  years,  II 

months  and  15  days.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Lebanon  County,  Pa,  Feb.  8,  1836.  She 
moved  to  Ohio  in  1854,  was  united  in  marriage 

to  John  Carper  in  1857,  and  united  with  the 

Brethren  church  in  1862.  Funeral  services  by 
Eld.  N.  Louganecker  and  C.  F.  Kinsley,  from 

ev.  14:13.  D.  F.  Edie. 

VOGELSONG— In  the  Lower  Cumberland 
church,  at  his  home,  two  miles  north  of 

Hogestown,  Pa.,  Jan.  20,  1806,  Henry  Vogel- 
song,  aged  84  years,  9  months  and  g  days. 
In  the  death  of  our  dear  brother  the  church 

las  lost  one  of  its  faithful  members,  he  hav- 

ng  been  a  member  for  over  thirty  years.  He 

,vas  of  a  robust  constitution,  never  having 
been  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness  two  days 

during  his  life-time,  until  nineteen  days  prior 
lis  death,  when  he  was  stricken  by  paraly- 
but  still  retained  his  mind.  He  called  for 

elders  and  was  anointed.  He  leaves  a 

devoted  wife  in  feeble  health,  four  sons  and 

two  daughters.  Funeral  services  by  brethren 
J.  B.  Garver,  Daniel  Landis  and  the  writer, 
from  Isa.  38: 1.  Henry  Beeluan. 

MILLER.— Within  the  bounds  of  the  Salem 

church,  Kans.,  Jan.  27,  [896,  Bro.  Daniel  W. 

Miller,  aged  51  years,  11  months  and  5  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Virginia.  He  was  mar- 

ried to  Elizabeth  Price,  daughter  of  the  late 

Samuel  Price,  of  Ml,  Morris,  111.  Our  sister, 
with  four  children,  survives  him.  Bro.  Miller 

was  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 

about  eleven  years.  A  short  time  before  he 

died  he  called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed, 

services  improved  by  brethren  E. 

Eby  and  J.  S.  Mohler,  from  Philpp.  1:21. 
Interment  in  the  Salem  cemetery. 

L.  E.  Fahrney. 

SHEETS.— In  the  Bethel  church,  Mo.,  Jan. 
!,  1896,  sister  Sarah  E.  Sheets,  aged  52  years, 
i  months  and  24  days.  Sister  Sheets  was  born 

n  Rockingham  County,  Va.  She  leaves  eight 
children.  Her  husband  preceded  her  to  the 

lirit  world  just  three  weeks.  Funeral  serv- 
es of  both  by  Bro.  David  Hildebrand. 

Sarah  Haines. 

GAUBY.— Within  the  bounds  of  the  Wash- 

gton   church,  Washington,   Kans.,    Jan.    17, 

I96,  of  consumption,  sister  Sarah  S.  Gauby, 

aged  28  years,  '4  months  and  24  days.    She 
ivife  of  Bro.  Martin   D.   Gauby,  and 

the  mother  of  four  little  children,  all  of  whom 

ive  her.    Sister  Gauby  seemed  to  dwell 

1    closer    spiritual    communion    with    her 
ior  than  most  of  us.    We  knew  she  was 

of  this  world,  but  lived,  moved  and  had 

her  being  in  a  higher  sphere.    Of  her  married 
ife  two  years  were  spent  in  Ohio  and  three 
n  California,  the   remainder  at    Washington, 
Kans.,  where  she  died.    While  at  Lordsburg. 
Cal.,  Oct.  29,   1893,  she,  with    her   husband^ 
united  with  the  Brethren  church,  of  which  she 
remained  a  faithful  and  consistent    member 
until  death.    Funeral  services  at  the  Brethren 
church  by  Eld.  Humphrey  Talhelm,  from  Rev. 
14: 13-     Her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Brethren's  cemetery  near  the  church. Lizzie  Gauby. 

W1NAND.— In  the  Upper  Conewago  con- 
gregation, at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  near 

York  Springs,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  16^  1896, 

Catharine  Winand,  aged  94  years,  8  months' nd  6  days. 

WRIGHT.— In  the  same  congregation,  near 
Gardner's  Station,  Jesse  Wright,  aged  8;  years ind  22  days.  George  Winand. 

PRINCE.-At  White  Cottage,  Ohio,  Jan.  19 
896.  Payton  Prince,  aged  86  years,  5  months 
and  29  days.  He  was  married  to  Mary  A. 
Holloway  May  19,  1831,  but  she  preceded  him 
to  the  spirit  land  in  1876.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  twelve  children,— six  sons  and He 5  and  three  daughters 

united  in  marriage  to 

Holloway    December,    1878,    who    still 
:s  him.    He  united  with   the  Brethren 

church  several  years  ago  and  lived  consistent 

with  his  profession  until  death.  His  suffi 

ings  were  of  long  duration,  but  they  were  bor 

with  Christian  patience.  Funeral  services 

the  writer.  QuiNCY  LeckrONE, 

STEWART.— Four  miles  north  of  Buth 

Ohio,  June  25,  1896,  Mrs.  Margaret  Stewart
 

(»«  Tarrcs),  aged  74  years,  10  months  and  23 

days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  William 

Stewart  in  1844.  She  leaves  a  devoted  hus- 

band, two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Funeral 

services  by  the  writer.     Quincy  Leckrone. 

ARNOLD— At  North  Liberty,  Ohio,  Jan. 

26,  1896,  Rebecca  Arnold  (net  Reed),  aged  46 

years  and  14  days.  Her  husband,  Simon  Ar- 
nold, and  two  children  preceded  ber  to  the 

grave.  Seven  children  remain.  She  was  a 
good  neighbor  and  a  kind  mother,  though  she 

had  neglected  the  one  thing  needful.  Inter- 
ment at  the  North  Liberty  cemetery. 

Quincy  Leckrone. 
JONES— At  Gresham,  Ore.,  Jan.  17,  1896, 

Cornelia  Jones,  aged  27  years  and  12  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Kans., 

Jan.  5,  1865.  She  was  a  daughter  of  sister 
Sarah  J.  Jones.  She  was  a  sufferer  from  the 

ix  months,  caused  by  spinal  disease, 

perfectly  helpless.  Funeral  services 
by  the  writer  and  David  Cathey,  from  Matt. 

9: 14.  J.  A.  Royer. 

HUBER— At  McPherson,  Kans.,  Jan.  23, 

896,  Martha  Huber,  wife  of  Prof.  L.  Huber, 

aged  59  years,  8  months  and  15  days.  Her 

maiden  name  was  O'Neill,  and  she  was  born 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  She  came  to  the 
church  of  the  Brethren  from  the  Lutherans  in 

1888.  She  fully  realized  that  her  end  was  ap- 
proaching and  called  for  the  elders  of  the 

church  to  receive  the  benefits  of  anointing, 

and  passed  away  peacefully  in  the  hope  of 
bright  immortality.  She  1 
three  sons.    Funeral  disct 

1  husband  and 

:  by  J.  E.  Young. 

MILLS.— Also  at  the  sam 

96,  friend  A.  B.  Mills,  a| 
Dnths  and  25  days.  Fune 
e  writer,  from  Job  14. 

place,  Jan. :d    77    year 

S.  Z.  Sha 

BOWMAN.— In  the  bounds  of   the    Knob 

Creek   church,   Washington   Co.,   Tenn.,    Jan. 

1,  Joseph    Bowman,    aged  qo  years,   5 

months    and    3   days.    Funeral    services    im- 

proved by  brethren  G.  C.  Bowman  and  G.  J. 
Bowman,  from  Rev.  20:6.     He  departed  this 

the  full  triumph  of  a  living  faith.    He 

had  been  in  declining  health,  and  for  the  last 

year  or  two   had    the  symptoms  of  paralys 

father  of  fourteen  children.     I- 

leaves  a  wife,   eighty-five   years  of  age,  at 

ght  children.     He  has   always   lived  in  tl 

faith  of  the  Brethren  church  though  he  nev 
th  the  church  until   1885.     His  cor 

panion  and  five  children  are  members  of  the 
church  of  his  choice.  A.  B.  White 

JACOBS.— In  the  La  Fayette  congregati 

Ohio,  Jan.  14,  1896,  Anna  Alberta,  daughtei 
Samuel  and  Nancy  Jacobs,  aged  17  years, 

months  and  26  days.     When  only  five  years  of 
became  afflicted  in  such  a  way 

baffle  all   physicians.     When    fourteen    j 
Did   it  became  necessary  to  send   her  to 
Toledo  asylum,  where  she  spent  the  remainder 

A  her  young  life.     Bertie  leaves  a  father 
mother,  one  sister  and   three  brothers, 

brother  and  sister  have  gone  before.     Funeral 
ducted  by  Jacob  Driver,  assisted 

by  Charley  Wilkins.  G.  A.  Snider. 

MARTIN.— At  Cerro  Gordo,  III.,  Jan.  30, 
896,  Abram  Martin.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  April  1,  1816.  He 

is  united  in  marriage  to  Martha  Leidigh 
n.  25,  1838,  who  died  July  5,  1888.  He  united 
th  the  Menonnite  church  in  early  life.  Fu- 

neral services  in  the  Brethren  church,  conduct- 

eat  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Cripe,  from  the  words, 

shall  he  live  again? " Sallie  E.  Cart. 

BLICKENSTAFF.— In  the  Oakley  church, 
Macon  Co.,  111.,  Jan.  19,  1896,  Bro.  John  H, 
Blick  en  staff,  aged  31  years,  1  month  and  11 
days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro.  M. 
J.  McClure.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff. 

SHICK.— In  the  South  Beatrice  church 

Gage  Co.,  Nebr.,  Jan.  31,  1896,  sister  Sarah] 
of  deacon  John  Shick,  mother  of 

Eld.  Urias  Shick,  aged  81  years,  7  months 
and  16  days.  Services  by  Eld.  Owen  Peters Daniel  Bashor.  This  aged  pair 
lived  for  God,  and  they  will  be  lights  in 
the  window  for  the  many  relatives  and  friends 

their  loss,  Wu.  J.  Miller. 

WOLFE.— In  Versailles,  Ohio,  Jan.  28,  1895, 

Ruth,  daughter  of  brother  and  sister  A.  Wolfe' aged  1  year,  3  months  and  1  day.  Services  at 

the  house  by  the  Brethren. 

John  H.Christian. 

MARTIN.— In  the  Oakland  congregation, 

Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  Dec,  21,  1895,  of  typhoid 

fever,  Florence,  daughter  of  friend  Allen  and 
sister  Martha  Ann  Martin,  aged  12  years,  5 

months  and  12  days.  Funeral  services  by  Eld 

Tobias  Kreider. 

MARTIN.— In  the  same  congregation,  Jan. 

22,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  Mary  Alice,  daugh- 

ter of  friend  Allen  and  -sister  Martha  Ann 
Martin,  aged  10  years,  5  months  and  4  days. 

MARTIN.— In  the  same  congregation,  Jan. 

31,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  sister  Martha  Ann 
Martin,  wife  of  friend  Allen  Martin,  aged  35 

years,  5  months  and  25  days.  The  deceased 
leaves  a  husband,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Fu- 

neral services  by  Eld.  Tobias  Kreider  and  the 

writer.  John  H.  Christian. 

GOODMAN— In  the  Warrior's  Mark  con- 
gregation, Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.,  at  his  home, 

Jan.  28,  1896,  David  Goodman,  aged  72  years, 

10  months  and  15  days.  The  deceased  was  a 

member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  fifty-three 
years  and,  like  Paul,  he  kept  the  faith.  On 
the  day  of  his  burial  it  was  said  by  the  people 

that  he  was  a  good  man.  He  leaves  a  wife 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church. 

They  had  four  sons  and  seven  daughters, 
of  the  sons  died  several  years  before  the 

:r.  The  wife  and  ten  children  keenly  feel 

the  great  loss.  Funeral  occasion  improved  by 

Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart,  of  Huntingdon,  and  Mr. 
Traver,  a  Lutheran  minister,  and  the  writer, 

□m  2  Tim.  4: 7.  S.  S.  Gray. 

WAGNER.— At  his  home  in  Franklin  Grove, 

111.,  Jan.  18,  1806,  Bro.  John  B.  Wagner,  aged 

79  years,  2  months  and  2  days.    Bro-  Wagner 
born   in    Franklin    County,  Pa.,  Nov.  16, 

He  moved  to  Franklin    Grove  in    1851 
las  lived  here  ever  since.    He  was  mar- 
ried three  times  and  w; 

children,  five  of  whom  survi\ 

baptized  in  1845  and  hence 
ember  of  the  church  for  over  fifty  years. 

The  funeral  discourse  was  preached  bj  Bro. 

Daniel  Dierdorff,  who,  with  Bro.  Levi  Raffens- 

er,  came  with  their   families,    with  Bro. 

Wagner  and  his  family,  to  Illinois,  in  the  year 
e  stated.  D.  B.  Senger. 

i  the  father  of  ele 

MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Eden  Valley  Church,  Kansas,  Tuesday, 
March  31,  1896. 

1.  "Importance  of  the    Pastoral    Visit,  an 

how  to  Bring  it  into  Effect."- Enoch  Eby,  John  Wise. 

2.  "  Should  our  Sisters  Engage  in  Church 
Work?  If  so,  what  Kind,  and  to  what  Ex- 

tent?"—First  speakers,  Jacob  Witmore,  Jona- than Brubaker. 

3.  "  What  Course  can  we  Pursue  where  the 
Brethren  have  Missionary  Sunday  Schools, 
and  the  Children  in  such  Localities  are  too 
Poor  to  Attend?  "—First  speakers,  S.  Z.  Sharp, Albert  C.  Wieand. 

4.  "Should  the  Young  Peopl* 

s,  C. 

,  how  best  Conducted?"— E.  Arnold,  Joseph   C.  Cal- 

5.  "  How  can  the  Church  Proceed  to  Interest 
its  Laymembers  in  Church  Work,  and  how 
far  should  they  be  Encouraged  that  the  Min- 

istry may  be  Relieved  of  the  same?"— First 
speakers,  W.  A.  Rose,  John  R.  Leatherman. 

6.  "How  shall  we  Proceed  to  Carry  into Effect  Former  Decisions  of  Annual  Meeting 

in  Regard  to  Preaching  Missionary  Sermons?  " 
—First  speakers,  Enoch  Eby,  Moses  Briibak- 

7-  "How  best  Care  for  New  Converts?"— First  speakers,  sisters  Jacob  Witmore,  J.  P. 
Harshbarger, 

8.  "  Which  is  the  most  Successful  Way  for the  Minister  to  Approach  the  People  from 
House  to  House  with  the  Gospel?"— First speakers,  John  Wise,  Noah  Brubaker. 

9.  "The  most  Important  Elements  to  Make 
a  Prosperous  Church."— First  speakers,  Geo. E.  Studebaker,  A.  M.  Dickey. . W.  A.  Rosb,  ) 

A  F.  Miller,  I  Committee, J.  P.  Harshbarger,  ) 
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. .  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS 
Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 
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^7-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  mounted 

Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 
International  S.  5.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 

vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 

reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  It 

is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 
thor of  religious  works.  Price,  gi.oo;  our 

price,   go  cents 

Brethren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book   
This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
authority  oE  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 

1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 
publication.  While  it  may  be  used  to 
advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  es- 

pecially adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 

prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contains 
185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  is 

being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 

used  by  alt  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 

Board    Cover,  per  copy,  35  ceutu;  per  dozen 

copies,  prepaid   i'i  60 
Cloth  Cover,  per  copy,  65   cents;   per   dozen 

copies,  prepaid,   0  00 

In  ordering  please  state  in  what  notation 
the  work  is  desired. 

...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 
FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS, 

BOURGEOIS  Type 

' CHAPTER   1. 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sue  Christ,  &the  son  of  Da'- 

vid,  c  the  son  of  A'bra-h&m. 
2  dA'bra-h,lm  begat  1'saac;  and 

eI'§aac  begat  JiVcqIj;  and  ■>  Ja'cob 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 
3  And  tfJii'das  begat  Pha'res  and 

Za'ra  of  Th&'mar;    and  ''  Phfi're.s 

:nt  shows  the  appear- 

111  Levant,  divinity  dr- 
iller lined  to  edge,  red 

under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 

and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  for  the  price  on  the 

.  It  is 
among  the  BibU 
we  would  recommend  above 
all  others.  It  contains  all  the 

helps,  maps,  etc.,  etc,  belong- 
ing to  the  best  ol  Bibles.  The 

market  price  is  S6.50,  but  we 

$4.00. 

1  the 

(ail  to  call  lor  No.  1836  wlien  you  order. 

AtlrJress,  BRETIIIffl'S  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 
Mt.  Morris, 

Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 

are  engaged  in  church  work.  A  complete  set 

of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.  Price 
25  cents  per  copy.     Address  this  office, 

«leu  ,„„,,  bB0k 

1°  EUREKA  RATCHET  CO.,  81  Shawnee  6 

Best  line  to  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  the 
Mth.    City  Ticket  Office,  232  Uark  St.,  Chi. 

Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite' ■ays  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  met.  who,  i,,S,he darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  hjight stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  omuls  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  •■  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  lames 
Uuinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. Uuinter  s  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 

ably impressed.    Pri-°    — -'  —■-"    ■*•  --     ■*•- 
Address  this  office Spe 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 
Fok  26  oonta  we  will  send  postpaid  n  full 

cent  Blze  pnekage  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Con 
pound  (herb  form)  coiniiliiing  the  medical  prope 

you  ft  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
and  a  Frederick  Alm.au.aa  for  mm,  now  ready 

Yours  very  truly, 
Victok  Remedies  Co., 

I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 
that  I  have  for  sale 

CHOICE 

POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 
Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 

Also  a  few  GOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low 

Address:  O.  IS.  FRANK, 

4U3  Pleasant  Home,  'Ohio. 

DUBBEL'S Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 

C.  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  i 
nilies  lor  a  snort  time  only,  are  given  I 
1  cliilii-saviny  remedy  introduced  iuto 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO..  Proprietors, 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

'45  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

GHIOAGO,     ILL. 

This  hotel  is  centrally  located,  and  the  most  respect- 
able House  of  its  cl,^  in  the  Uty.  1  he  charges  art 

moderate,  varviufi  in  ]..i  ■■.  Int.,  7'     •  n'Mo  *i.So  per ̂ day 

E-jmember  We  Are  Busy  1 

Furnishing  Wire,  Steel  and  Link  Stays,  Sta- 

plea,  Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fenoe,  Lawn, 
 Farm 

and  Automatic  Gates,  etc.,  to  oor  numerous
  oua- 

s     write  us  for  prices  and  oatalogoe. 

THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO.. Greenville,  Ohio. 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 
305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,

  Md. 

Bootii 

Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.     Weekly;  well-illusl 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school    lesson,  w 

tplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understand* 
of  small  children.     No  better  publication  c 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  < Sunday  schools. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodic 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  rcligiou: 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  ft  the  Breth 
rcn  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  011I5 
recognized    church    organ.    Price,  $1.50   pe: 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  annum   I    50 

Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be 
u  application.          

Brethren's  Family  Almanac   Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in 

ery  way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;  spe 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly  .—Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 

and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  w< 

keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 

Single  subscription,  one  year   35  cen 

■  3J4c 
Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 

for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  oneof  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Single  subscription,  per  year   10 
6  copies,  per  quarter   i| 
10  copies  and  over   1%  cent 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 

r  12  oai 

its  ||u«.  flowui 

Boripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  rj 
When  ordering  cards  be  si 

and  price  as  well  as  the 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 

-  quarter, 
,  with  line  engravings,  1 

,  pictorial  chart  of  each 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write  us 
before  ordering  elsewhere. Address, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Morrii,  111. 

Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35i  Hours 
Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

,  the 

•-live  and  onc-hnil  hours, 

elegant  Pullman  Perfected 

-orapartmont  Sleepers,  in- Bulfet  Sleepers,  as  well  as 

1  Monon  Celebrated  High- 

This  train  leaves  Chicago  daily  at  8:; \2  P.  M.,  arriving 
ill  Cincinnati  next  morniue  at  7:30,  Chattanooga  J;  S° 
P.  M,,  Atlanta,  10;  40  P.  M„  reaching  Jacksonville  at 
H:  jo  the  second  morning,  in  ,im pU>  time  to  make  connec- 

tion with  all  lines  lor  points  In  Central  and  Southern Florida. 

Thla  is  the  fastest  time  ever  niude  by  any  line  be- 
tween  Chicago  ond  Florida. 
City  Tlckcl  Office,  i$i  Clark  Street.  Chlcngo;  Frank  J. 

Reed,  Gen'l.  Pass.  Agt„  Chicago, 
K.ir  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 

address  I..  E,  Sessions,  N,  VV.  Puss.  Agt„  Minneapolis. 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 

New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 

single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  h  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

speculative  theories. 
6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 

comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  found  on  each 

page  to  yet  at  the  truth,  vh„ 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Vers"-.  „. the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

{3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(.})  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 

children,  because  (i)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

ared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

(I)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
c,     (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
;ison  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.    (3)  It  will 
1  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 

his  New  Testament  lesson.    (4)  It  will  furnish 
ster  with  many  subjects  among  the 

fficiently  expanded    for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 

best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,       -        -        -        $5  00 
-       -      5  50 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

;nt  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.    Ad- iress:      brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt  Morris,  111. 

Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 

one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  $4.00; 
Half    Leather,   24,50;   Half  Mo 
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Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 

Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 

Expressions  from 
Elder  Daniel  Wysong 

of  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Elder  Daniel  Wysong  who  last  sum- 
mer visited  the  Red  River  Valley, 

Devil's  Lake  region  and  Turtle  Moun- 
tain country  in  North  Dakota,  express- 

es himself  in  the  following  letter: 

Nappanee,  Ino.,  Keb.  3d,  i&A 
Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 

Dear  Sir.-— Since  my  return  with  my  wife 
from  Norlh  Dakota  I  have  felt  under  obliga- 

tions to  you  hence  I  write  you  and  wish  to  say 
thai  I  was  well  pleased  with  the  State  of  North 

Dakota,  as  far  as  I  was  permitted  to  travel 

over  and  see  die  ferule  soil.  Such  great  crops 
of  wheat  I  never  saw  before,  and  also 

oats  and  barley,  and  the  best  vegetables  I  ever 

ate.  I  am  of  the  opinion  if  I  had  no  farm  here 
and  was  a  young  man  yet,  I  would  go  to  North 

Dakota  and  try  my  luck  there.  I  think  I  saw- 
some  of  the  finest  country  between  Mayville 

and  Cummings,  in  Traill  County,  that  I  ever 

ft  ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  ft 

DISTRICT  HEETINQS. 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

MINISTERIAL  MEETINQS. 

If  You  Are  Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 
Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in     . 

Wells  and    Foster 
Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 
THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and  nun 

oils  Iradins  platforms. 
THERE  ARE  three     rivers     which 

THERE  ARE  numerous    small 

THERE  ARE  good  wells  of  drinking 

THERE  ARE  good  markets,  and  coal  costs 

hat  are  tillable, 
erage  of  twenty 

of    No.    1     Hard 

r 
\  Plain  Clothing  ! Brethern's 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  \ 

the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  \ 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it,  J 
Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  i 

jr  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape  A 

teasure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be  ] 

;nt  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self.  * leasurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  1 

iderstand  them.  i 

We  guarantee  the  fit,   the   make  and  i 

f  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
k  er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  price; 

t    are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND, 

M  ,  .MIuM.'im!   M-t-ii 
a  of   North- Hninln.v,  1  hi 

Cattle  With  Horns 
ARE  DANGEROUS. 

Dakota 

1101  all  a 

1  of  but  little  n 

clsi 

JS   for  r 

Norlb  Dakol 

)'> 

1  get  home 
1  Indiana.  I  think 

'ould  go  out  there, 

be  careful  and  keep  out  of  debt,  go  up  in 

Towner  1  ounty  and  take  up  a  claim,  go  to 
work  and  live  economicallyin  live  or  six  years, 

harn'VJuKl'  lia'VL-  :.  Yii.iM^V1  "':l  aires  lire  oi 
..'...,3.  Some  think  the  winters  too  severe!  I 
made  a  great  many  inquiries  and  all  seem  to 

think  that  the  winters  were  no  worse  thau  they 
are  in  Indiana,  as  the  air  is  so  much  drier. 

Yours  truly, 

DANIEL  WYSONG. 

Brethren  looking  for  new  homes 

should  be  guided  by  Eld.  Wysong's 
suggestions.  A  large  number  of  Breth- 

ren have  already  located  in  the  Turtle 

Mountain  country,  Devil's  Lake  dis- 
trict, and  Red  River  Valley,  and  or- 

ganized churches.  There  is  still  room 

for  many  more  people  near  the  present 
colonies.  These  new  churches  desire 

more  members.  Why  try  other  sec- 
tions until  the  land  is  all  taken  where 

the  churches  now  exist?  In  numbers 

there  is  strength,  and  neighborhood 
advantages.  The  Brethren  selected 

their  present  location  after  a  general 
investigation,  and  their  judgment 
should  have  weight  with  others. 

For  printed  matter  and"  other  infor- mation write  to: 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111. 

Priceto  Agent*  /.,-,/. 
.  W.  IIhayion,  Ml'e-.  Clle 

>rk  of  Drayton's  t 
acquainted  will, 
lomroending  It.— E 

Thtr  Eiireta^ Fence  Post  1 

Crocker-Huffman 

Land  and  "Water  Company. 

MERCED, 
CALIFORNIA. 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 
e  Maikei  hi  Merced  City.    Clwre 
ns    and    Public    Schools    i 
the  Imts  oi  IllkLi'  k,\ll 

TI-ll-RK   HAS  NKYKR  bee 

THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of     locating 

THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  i 

THERE  IS  ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  foi 
produce,  and  better  iacili 
lies  are  afforded  the  fannei 

Smtli  Ste.  Ma, 
and  the  Northt 
•Ktiitrmd    Irave 

i  Post 
1 1  ,-ih 

The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa 

ific  Railroadhzs  250,000  acres  of  land  in  J?os- 
•rami  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  rt 
erved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 

3  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  to  give  land 

ir  a  site,  andjfzw  hundred  dollars  towards  tht 
rection  of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth 

Here  Again  for  1896 

ee&$  C.  C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac and  Poultry  Annual.  Nearly  100  pages  8x10, 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 

best  quality  oi  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  bonk  ol  its 
class  published.  Price,  is  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 

Freeport,  111.,  U.S.  A.  48m6 

Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

SHOEMAKER  1NCUBAT0B  CO    >fUl 

Picking  Strawberries 
In  January  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal, 

1  asked  for  the. 

ie-tenth  cash  each  year. 

The  pri 

$5  Per 

iih  only 

nt  iutere 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 
the  northern  part  of  the   State  have  found 

that  they  werepaying  too  much  for  crop-payment 
lands,  and  have  fled  applications  tor  land  in 
Foster  and   Wells  Counties. 

If  you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 
ices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 

fer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 

and  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
assist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 

freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 
vestigated.   Write  to 

C.  W.  Mott, 

our  alfalfa ■  hay.    You 

■.    radishes, 

per  dozi 

n  In  cash  for  eggs.    Your  pigs  would  be 
in  the  alfalfu.  clover  anil  you  ought  to  he 
u  mnie  ilowt^r  gm  duns  for  your  daughter 
11I' liny  inurei-liickfu  coops  for  your  wife. 

Palos  lie xt  fall,  and  special  arrangements  will  be 
•  their  moving  together.    Write  to  Eld. 
e,   Dos  Palos,  or  B.  Marks,  280  Bo,  Chirk 

Street,  C hioago. 

CATARRH  INHALER 
FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 

one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  relief. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  11135-  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many   hundred,   and    have   nothing   but  good 

  them.     Every  family  needs  one. Agents  wanted.     Address 
r>re.  e>.  j.  w^orst, 
applied  for.  ASHLAND,  OHIO. 

every  locality. 

Liver  and  Bowels,  . 

Constipation.    Agenis  ■ 
n  make  from  $8.01 

"  territory  and  terms.    Address 

E.  DUBBEL  A  CO.,  Proprietory 

Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  P», 
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■^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY^ 

Last  week  mention  was  made  of  the  remarkable 

discovery  by  which  rays  of  light  may  be  made  to 

pass  through  human  flesh  and  other  substances. 

The  discovery' will  be  of  incalculable  value,  espec- 
ially in  surgery.  It  may  be  the  means  of  saving 

the  lives  of  thousands.  Recently  a  woman  swal- 

lowed a  needle,  and  its  position  could  not  be  de- 

termined by  the  surgeon.  A  camera  holder,  con- 

taining "  a  sensitized  plate,  was  placed  to  the  bare 
breast  of  the  sufferer,  the  light  turned  on,  and 

five  minutes'  exposure  allowed.  When  the  plate 
was  developed  in  the  dark  room,  the  plate  showed 

every  bone  in  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  the 

needle  was  seen,  lying  point  downward,  in  the 

lower  right  angle  of  the  stomach.  It  was  at  once 

removed  and  the  woman  is  out  of  danger."  Had 
the  discovery  been  made  years  ago  the  bullet  in 
President  Garfield  could-  have  been  located  and 

then  removed,  and  the  man  might  have  been  living 

yet.  What  the  far-reaching  discovery  will  yet  ac- 

complish cannot  even  be  guessed  at.  We  look 

"pon  this  as  something  wonderful,  and  yet  in  the 

'■me  of  Christ  the  people  witnessed  that  which 

was  far  more  startling,  for  Jesus  could  look  through 
'he  flesh  and  even  the  bone  into  the  heart,  and 

read  the  very  thoughts  of  man.  Scientific  men 
may  now  clearly  see  every  defect  in  the  human 

body,  but  to  the  Lcrd  even  the  heart  is  an  open hook. 

The  papers  are  printing  some  touching  incidents 

oncerning  D.  L.  Moody's  mother,  who  died  at 
N°rthfield,   Mass.,  last  month   at  the  ripe  old  age 

Mount  Morris,  III.,  Feb.  22,  1896. 
No.  8. 

his  wife  a  little  home  on  the  mountain  side,  a 
few  acres  of  ground,  and  that  was  incumbered  with 
debt.  Some  of  the  worldly-wise  people  advised 
Mrs.  Moody  to  bind  out  all  her  children  save  the 
twins.  At  such  a  thought  her  great  mother  heart 
revolted.  She  had  good  health,  a  strong  will  and 
determined  to  keep  her  little  family  together  and 
raise  them  as  children  should  be  brought  up.  By 
hard  work,  great  economy  and  some  help  from  a 

brother  living  in  Boston,  she  paid  the  interest  on 

the  debt  and  finally  lifted  the  mortgage  from  the 
home.  The  older  children  took  care  of  the  little 

farm  and  the  mother  took  care  of  the  children, 

educated  them  and  gave  them  an  inspiration  that 

has  been  felt  around  the  globe.  She  convinced 

her  children  that  poverty  was  no  disgrace.  Mr. 

Moody  at  her  funeral  said,  "  She  made  our  home, 
poor  though  it  was,  the  best  place  on  earth  for  us. 

During  the  first  year  of  her  widowhood  she  wept 
herself  to  sleep  night  after  night,  and  we  never 

knew  it  until  later  years."  We  talk  about  great 
women  and  woman's  reform  movements,  but  Moth- 

er Moody,  in  lifting  her  family  of  helpless  children 

from  poverty  to  the  great  plane  of  usefulness  in 
the  world,  has  demonstrated  to  the  race  what  a 

real  mother  and  a  true  woman  can  accomplish  in 

the  face  ol  the  most  discouraging  obstacles. 

Two  months  ago  our  land  was  full  of  the  war 
spirit.  It  was  thought  that  the  United  States  and 
the  mother  country  were  ready  to  plunge  into  a 
cruel  war  with  each  other.  We  then  stated  that 

the  better  judgment  of  the  two  countries  would 

prevail  and  that  war  would,  in  some  way,  be  avert- 
ed. On  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  the  better  class 

of  journals  advocated  peace  and  urged  the  settling 
of  the  misunderstanding  by  arbitration.  This  had 

its  influence.  A  few  days  ago  the  Parliament  in 

England  met.  The  Queen's  speech  was  read. 
Great  speeches  by  the  distinguished  leaders  were 

made  and  a  strong  peace  sentiment  prevailed.  It 
was  said,  and  reaffirmed,  that  England  did  not 

want  to  engage  in  a  conflict  with  her  kindred  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Then  a  few  days  later 

the  subject  was  more  fully  discussed  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  now  a  peaceable  settlement  of 
the  affair  seems  almost  assured.  It  is  gratifying, 

indeed,  to  know  that  the  doctrine  of  peace  is  be- 
coming stronger  as  the  years  go  by,  and  fortunate, 

indeed,  will  be  the  day  when  the  leading  nations 
of  earth  can  enter  into  an  agreement  to  settle  all 

their  troubles  with  each  oth>-r  by  arbitration.  This 
speaks  well  for  the  influence  of  Christianity.  And 
it  is  now  encouraging  for  our  people  to  see  the  best 

thinkers  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  embrac- 

ing the  long-cherished  peace  principles  that  we 
have  so  earnestly  advocated  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years.    

The  Information  contains  an  item  of  interest 
that  one  hardly  knows  whether  to  believe  or  not. 
It  relates  to  the  island  of  Ceylon,  which  Bro.  Miller 
will  tell  us  something  about  in  his  letters  of  travel. 
It  is  said  that  one  of  the  greatest  curiosities  among 
the  domesticated  animals  of  Ceylon  is  a  breed  of 
cattle  known  to  the  zoologist  as  the  sacred  running 

oxen.  They  are  the  dwarls  of  the  whole  ox  family, 

the  largest  specimens  of  the  species  never  exceed- 

ing thirty  inches  in  height.  One  sent  to  the 
f  Canterbury  in  the  year   1891,  which  is 

Marqui! still  living 
bel 

ten  years 

to   be 

nly  twenty-two 

high, 

d  weighs  but  IOQ}<  pounds.    In  Ceylon  they  are 

used  for  quick  trips  across  country  with  express 
matter  and  other  light  loads,  and  it  is  said  that  four 

of  them  can  pull  the  driver  of  a  two-wheeled  cart 
and  a  two  hundred  pound  load  of  miscellaneous 
matter  sixty  or  seventy  miles  a  day.  They  keep 
up  a  constant  swinging  trot  or  run,  and  have  been 

known  to  travel  one  hundred  miles  in  a  day  and 
night  without  either  food  or  water.  No  one  knows 

anything  concerning  the  origin  of  this  peculiar 
breed  of  miniature  cattle.  They  have  been  known 

on  the  Island  of  Ceylon  and  other  Buddhistic 
countries  for  more  than  one  thousand  years.  We 
may  learn  from  this  that  even  little  things  can  be 
made  very  useful,  if  properly  trained.  We  are  too 
much  inclined  to  look  for  big  things,  even  big 

preachers  when  we  want  to  hold  a  few  little  meet- 
ings. When  the  Lord  wanted  a  great  work  done, 

in  putting  the  mighty  Goliath  out  of  the  way,  he 
selected  a  little  David  for  the  purpose.  We  might 

all  profit  by  making  a  better  use  of  the  little  things 
around  us.  A  little  ox,  two  feet  high,  which  we 
could  easily  cany  in  our  arms,  would  not  make 

much  of  a  showing  by  the  side  of  our  large  farm 

animals,  but  give  the  little  ox  his  place  and  a  clear 
track,  and  he  will  excel  your  great  ox  three  to 
one.  We  wonder  if  a  little  reasoning  from  this 
standpoint  will  not  help  us  to  make  a  very  wise  use 
of  what  wc  sometimes  call  little  preachers,  little 

Sunday   school    teachers,    littl,^..  workers,  etc.,  etc. 

        I  lllll       to4U         '  ■    •  , 

It  is  now  generally  believed  that  at  least  60,000 

Armenians  have  been  killed  by 'the  Turks,  while 
from  300,000  to  half  a  million  are  in  a  state  of  des- 

titution, many  having  been  driven  from  their 

homes,  and  others  have  had  their  property  de- 
stroyed. It  seems  that  the  disposition  of  the 

Turks  is  to  drive  all  Christians  from  the  country  or 
compel  them  to  accept  the  religion  of  Mohammed. 
This  religion  was  established  by  the  sword  and  by 

the  sword  it  is  yet  maintained.  But  the  time  is 

fast  approaching  when  it  must  perish  with  the 
sword.  The  Christian  religion  is  founded  on  love, 

and  has  for  its  corner  stone  peace  on  earth  and  good 
wilt  to  men.  Love,  peace  and  good  will  are  sure  to 

prevail.  Love  is  stronger  than  hatred.  Peace  is 
more  powerful  than  the  sword,  and  good  will  is 

stronger  than  selfishness.  But  before  the  blessed 
era  is  ushered  in  the  earth  must  be  stained  and  re- 

stained  in  all  pans  with  the  martyrs'  blood.  The 
flowing  of  the  Armenian  blood  is  appalling,  the 

dying  groans  of  the  innocent  are  heard  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  the  masses  in  civilized  countries 

are  stirred  as  they  have  never  before  been.  These 

things  will  arouse  the  missionary  spirit  in  all  sec- 
tions of  Christendom,  and  when  there  is  an  opening 

earnest  missionaries  will  be  sent  out  by  the  hun- 
dreds, and  before  another  generation  passes  the 

force  of  Christianity  will  be  felt  and  even  respected 

where  it  is  now  ignored. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Thirty-Two. 

AFTERNOON  RIDE  TO  SILOAM. 

In  the  afternoon  we  again  took  another  ride. 
This  time  we  went  southeast  of  the  city,  through 

the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
valley  and  close  up  to  the  wall  are  buried  the 
dead  Mohammedans,  and  on  the  east,  the  Jews. 

Here,  for  thousands  of  years,  the  Jews  have  been 

laying  their  dead.    The  whole  of  the  east  bank, — all 
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along  up  the  side  of  Olivet,— is  covered  with  the 

tombs  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Israel's  seed, 
and  still,  day  after  day,  the  number  is  being  in- 

creased, all  feeling  that  it  is  a  great  privilege  to 

make  the  last  sleep  so  near  the  once  beloved  and 
Holy  City. 

As  we  pass  down  through  the  deepening  valley  we 

are  reminded  of  associations  that  are  sad  yet  sa- 
cred and  precious.  Here  are  the  land  marks  by 

which  we  know  the  spot  of  Christ's  agony  on  that 
most  eventful  of  all  nights, — the  night  of  betrayal. 
Then,  too,  we  think  of  the  many  times  he  crossed 
and  recrossed  this  valley,  as  he  went  to  and  fro 

from  the  city  to  the  Bethany  home. 

As  we  pass  on  down  we  come  to  the  junction  of 

the  Valley  of  Hinnom,— which  leads  us  to  the  Si- 
loam  of  poetry  and  song. 

"By  cool  Siloam's  shady  rill, 
How  fair  the  lilies  growl 

We  thought  of  singing,  but  as  we  saw  the  rea 
conditions  that  now  exist,  how  could  we?  Wt 

were  made  to  think  of  Israel  by  Babylon's  streams 
"  They  required  of  us  a  song,  but  how  could  we 

sing  the  song  of  Zion  in  a  strange  land?  "  Sin  and 
desolation  have  shorn  the  place  of  its  beauty,  poetry 

and  song.  The  true  Israel  has  been  carried  away 

ind  the  Christ-believing  and  loving  Marys 
has  have  been  driven  to  other  lands. 

forbidding  as  the  surroundings  now  ap- 
nust  stop  a  moment,  as  this  is  the  most 

noted  fountain  within  the  range  of  the  city.  Just 

below  this  pool  is  the  probable  site  of  Solomon's 
gardens,  where  the  spices  grew  and  the  sweet  lilies 

bloomed.  Here,  too.  is  the  place  where  the  blind 
men  washed  and  came  seeing. 

^  _  Afyssjfoy  ,:,„,„„  ;,ui  Blfh«jg  ■--,      - 
Indiana™-VarKed°along  ?Sw)  ,  Vibnly  >(  iumeu 
~  with  associations  so  sweet,  the  thought  came  to  us, 

how  blessed  it  would  be  were  this  h'  ali
ng  Savior 

here  now,  because  still  the  blind  grope  their  
way 

down  the  valley,  while  the  deformed  and  h
opeless 

lepers  cry   for    alms    f.om    the    passer-by 

shady  rill  might  yet  be  cool  aiu 

body  and   mind,  were  the  curs 

moved  and  the  now  almost  nud 

made  musical  with  the  healing  word 

Physician. 

As  we  go  on  down,  we  come  to  th 

gel  (Fuller's  Spring)  and  the  supposed  b 

between  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  oth 

Bible  note  are  pointed  out  as 

ley  or  ravine.  Having  yet  part  of  the  afternoon 

before  us,  we  continued  our  ride  down  towards  the 

Dead  Sea.  Although  poverty,  want  and  misery  are 

depicted  all  along,  yet  the  ride  was  interesting  be- 

cause of  it  being  historical  grounds'and  full  of  Bible events. 
TO  MIZPEH. 

Again  we  mount  our  donkeys,— this  time  over 

the  hills  for  Mizpeh.  the  once  famous  city  of  Ben- 

jamin, supposed  to  be  the  birthplace,  residence  and 

burial  place  of  the  prophet  Samuel.  This,  alone, 

would  make  it  a  place  of  interest  to  Bible  students. 

The  location  is  about  3,000  feet  above  the  sea  level, 

and  the  highest  mountain  in  all  the  surrounding 

country.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  we  met, 

coming  down  from  the  mountain,  a  large  party  of 
Mohammedans,  in  their  most  attractive  dresses, 

men  and  women  mounted  on  the  every-where-pres- 

ent  donkeys.  They  had  been  attending  some  kind 

of  a  pleasure  or  religious  feast  on  the  sacred  heights, 
for  Mohammedans  revere  these  sacred  places,  as  well 

as  the  Christians,  and,  from  all  appearances,  seem 

to  be  jolly  and  happy. 

There  was  also  a  band  of  Greeks,  going  up  at  the 

same  time  we  did.  On  the  very  top  there  is  a 

Mosque  with  a  tower,  from  which  is  had  the  grand- 

est- view     in     Eastern     Palestine.    On    our    ar- 

rival at  the  place  there  were  a  dozen  or  more  ready 

to  take  charge  of  our  donkeys  while  we  ascended 
the  tower  and  viewed  the  surrounding  mountains 

anJ  cities,— remembering  that  in  this  country  cities 

are  all  built  on  the  sides  and  tops  of  hills  and 

mountains.  The  Crusaders  called  the  place  "  The 
Mountain  of  Joy,"  because  from  here  the  people 
got  the  first  sight  of  Jerusalem,  though  only  a  small 

part  of  it  can  be  seen  from  this  point.  After  climb- 

ing up  a  long,  winding  sta'rway,  with  frequent  plat- 
forms for  taking  breith,  we  reached  the  top  one, 

and  to  say  we  were  delighted  with  the  views  op- 

ened up  before  us,  only  partly  expresses  our  feel- 
ings. 

After  taking  our  bearings,  by  the  compass,  we 
looked  around  and  counted  some  eleven  towns  and 

cities,  capping  the  surrounding  hills  and  mountains. 

Among  them  the  city  of  Ai,  made  prominent  in  the 
history  of  the  time  of  Joshua.  To  thus  stand  on  the 

very  top  of  Mizpeh  and  view  with  our  own  eyes  the 

once  valued  possessions  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  was 

a  privilege  of  no  ordinary  character,  and  we  not  only 
appreciated  it  but  our  meditations  over  the  wonder- 

ful providences  of  God,  over  the  nations  that  have 

come  and  gone,  were  interesting  indeed. 

On  our  descent  our  donkies  were  all  awaiting  us, 
and  the  attendants  had  so  divided  the  number  that 

there  were  two  for  each,,  one  to  hold  the  reins  or 

hridle,  and  the  other  to  as-ist  us  in  getting  on, 
which,  of  course,  meant  two  backsheeshs  from  each 

of  us.  or  a  war  of  words.  We  concluded  that  the 

fust  would  be  the  better  thing  to  do.  But  unfortu- 
nately we  did  not  all  have  the  same  amount  of 

change,  and  the  one  that  got  the  big  piece  made  it 
known  to  his  fellows,  and  at  once  we  had  war  in 

the  camp.  The  "  tipping "  business  is  a  system 
with  them,  and  they  have  it  down  fine,  always 

  i^mx+r'GTtisuviJoj^pu^Y^'  """,  the  hiahest.  ̂  

ening  up  as  nearly  as  we  could,  we   rrdered  our 

guide  to  charge,  and  we  charged  in  a  double  quick. 

On   our   return   we  passed  over    and    along  the 

brook  Elah  from  the  bed  of  which  David  chose  five 

smooth   stones  and  placed  them  in  his  shepherd's 

bag,  before  slinging  at  the  giant  Goliath.     We  had 

no  giants  just  then  to  sling  at,  but  to  remember  the 

place,  we,  too,  .each  gathered  us  five  pebbles  from 
this  same   brook,— and    after  they  were  gathered, 

which  consumed  about  a  half  hour,  it  would  have 

been   interesting  to   have    seen    us    compare    our 

"  finds,"  and  heard  the  discussions  as  to  who  had 

the  exact  size  and  shape  that  David  used  on  the 
memorable  occasion.     But  as  we  were  all  interested 

parties  and  therefore  unable  to  render  an  impartial 

decision,  we  agreed,  that  each  one  should  have  the 

right  to  feel  that  his  own  were  the  nearest  the  size 

and  shape  used,  but  we  still  think  that  our  lot  was 

just  a  little  the  nearest  being  the  exact  duplicates  of 

David's,  and  we  brought  them  with   us  so  that  we 
will  be  able  to  back  up  our  belief,  if  it  ever  becomes 
necessary. 

Here,  too,  we  had  a  glimpse  at  the  position  of 

the  Philistine  Army,  and,  by  a  little  play  on  the  im- 
agination, we  saw  David  with  the  pebbled  sling  in 

his  hand.  Then,  from  the  midst  of  the  great  army, 

came  forth  defiantly  the  bantering  giant.  Nearer 

and  nearer  the  combatants  diaw  towards  each  oth- 

er. Then,  a  halt, — twice  we  saw  the  swing  whirl 
around,  and  up  over  his  shoulders,  and  a  third 

tim<*, — whiz!  it  went, — a  thud,  the  giant  staggers, 
he  falls— and  we  leave. 

Onward  we  go,  changing  our  course  through  an 

orange  orchard,  when  we  notice,  some  distance 

away,  on  a  grassy  plat,  near  a  waterside,  a  lot  of 
women  at  some  kind  of  work.  We  halt  and  see 

that  they  are  "  grinding  on  a  mill."  This,  we  must 
see.  So  we  all  turn  aside  and  we  are  delighted  in 

seeing  "  two  women  grinding  at  a  mill."  Here,  in- 
deed, was  a  duplication  of  the  mill  and  scene  al- 

luded  to  by  Christ  over  eighteen   hundred  years 

cfreshing,  both  to 

:  of  desolation  re- 
hillsides  be  again 

voids  of  the  Great 

ell  on  Euro- boundary 

places  of 
ve  descend  the  val- 

ago!  The  mill  consisted  of  two  stones,  the  " 

and  nether."  The  lower  stone  had  an  iron 

a  half  inch  in  diameter  and  four  long,  in  the  ce  t  ' 
The  upper  had  a  hole  in  the  center,  perhaps 
inches.  This  upper  stone  being  placed  on  Hie  i0J 
er  and  the  pin  coming  up  through  it,  held  it  in  pos. 
tion,  and  also  left  an  aperture  into  which  the  e  ■ 
was  poured.  There  was  also  a  good-sized  pi„  • 
the  outer  edge  of  the  upper  stone,  which  formed  th 
handle  by  which  the  stone  was  whirled  around 

The  mill  was  placed  on  a  large  cloth,  and  the  flour' 
as  ground,  came  out  at  the  outer  edges,  from  b  ' tween  the  stones,  and  dropped  down  into  the  cloth 
Two  women  were  doing  the  grinding,  each  one  us! 
ing  her  right  hand  for  turning  the  mill,  and,  with 
the  other,  doing  the  feeding.  We  all  tried  our 
hands  at  it,  but  could  not  do  it  so  well  as  the  wom- 

en, and  though  they  said  we  did  it  "  gude  ' 
laughed  heartily  at  our  awkwardness. 

But  who  says,  "The  world  do  move?"  It  mar 
though  we  are  sure  that  the  customs  of  this  people 
do  not  change— and  have  not  for  the  last  eighteen 
hundred  years.  What  better  evidence  can  we  have 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  Bible  than  are  these  liv- 

ing illustrations? 
As  we  looked  at  these  poor  people  in  their  primi- 

tive manner  of  living,  the  thought  came  to  us,  Why 
is  this?  Why  this  wonderful  conservativeness  on 
the  part  of  this  people?  Is  it  not  that  the  Bible 
may  be  the  better  interpreted  through  and  by  the 
lives  of  these  living  witnesses?     Surely  he  that  run- 

they 

lay  1 

Ifter  leaving  this,  to  us,  very  interesting  scene, 
came  to  a  town,  jammed  up  against  a  mountain 

so  steep  that  the  roofs  of  those  below  would  be  on 
a  level  with  the  front  doors  of  those  above.  Why 

y  people  should  persist  in  building  on  the  sides 

.gl  these  steep |  mountains,  wfe  cannot.-undc-ijjr^ 

The  narrow,  rocky  bridle-paths  leading  to  and  from 

them  are  so  steep  and  rough  that  even  the  sure- 

footed donkey  hesitates  to  take  the  perilous  step. 

We  saw  men  ride  down  these  declivities  when 

we  feared  every  step  made  would  hurl  them  head- 

long to  certain  death.  The  Lord  surely  does  a 

good  thing  in  giving  to  this  people  the  patient,  gen- 

tle and  surefooted  donkeys.  Truly,  they  are  a  bless- 

ing. 

But  we  want  to  tell  you  something  else  we  saw. 

As  we  passed  along  through  one  of  the  narrow 

streets  below  us,  we  saw  what  we  would  call  dirty 

mud  holes,  because  mud  holes  in  our  country  are 

comparatively  clean  to  the  one  we  now  speak  of. 

And  what  do  you  think?  In  these  a  lot  of  women 

were  doing  their  washing!  We  could  scarcely  be-
 

lieve our  own  eyes.  We  halted  our  donkey  and 

looked  at  the  process.  They  slashed  their  clothe
s 

back  and  forth  through  these  puddles,  then  wrung 

them  and  spread  them  out  on  the  ground  to  dry 

ich.  In  this  climate  the  sun  does  more 
g  the  clothes  for  the  people,  th 

The  rays  of  the  sun  are  so  hot  that 

water  in  the  clothes  is  made  hot  enough  to  scald 
sect  life  in  them,  in  its  evaporation  process, 

when  they  arc  dry  they  are  given  a  good 

We  saw  co
nsidera- 

te, along 

and  ble 

cleansii 

water. 

and 

that 

baking 

and  they  are  considered  clean 

ble  washing  done  by  these  common  peop 

the  streams,  in  our  travels,  but  never  saw  a  «»■- board  used  or  rubbing  done  by  hand.    They 

ned  the  easier  way.-that  of  slashing  and  
wring 

form 

ing.  We  name  these  things  that  you  may 

some  idea  of  the  home  life  of  the  present  dwe 

in  this  land,  that  once  flowed  with  milk  and  hon  ̂  

In  the  evening,  as  we  passed  in  through  the  Ja^ Gate  to  the  New  Grand  Hotel  we  were  ma  ̂   ^ 

thank  God  that  even  among  this  people  there  a^ 

few  places  where  we  can  be  surrounded  by 

The    COn  ra 

forts  that  afford  a  homelike  feeling.      tne  ^ 

is  so  great  that  it  strikes  you  as  a  lovely  g   ̂ 
spot  in  the  midst  of  a  burning  desert. 
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•ESSAYS; 

AT  HIS  FEET. 

Lord,  I  would  offer  thee 

A  heart's  untarnished  gold; 
And  yet  how  can  it  be 
When  all  there  is  in  me 

Is  touched  with  blight  and  mold? 

I  find  within  no  thought 
So  holy  that  it  may 

Unashamed  to  thee  be  brought, 
Except  as  it  hath  caught 
From  thee  a  hallowing  ray. 

Yet  all  I  am  is  thine. 
Through  sins  and  flaws  and  staini 

I  feel  thy  presence  shine. 
Take  me,  and  make  divine 

All  that  uncleansed  r 

-    Lord,  of  thyself  not  much 
In  me  canst  thou  behold, 

And  yet  thou  savest  such; 
The  magic  of  thy  touch 
Transmutes  my  dross  to  gold. 

Contrition  thou  dost  prize 
All  sacrifice  above. 

Dear  Lord,  I  dare  arise 
And  look  into  thine  eyes, 

Because  I  know  thy  love. 
— Lucy  Larcom. 

MINISTERIAL  MEETINUS. 

BY  SAMUEL  BOWSER. 

Believing  that  our  ministerial  meetings  could 

yet  be  improved,  though  we  believe  much  good 
has  already  resulted  from  many  of  them,  and  also 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  design  is  improperly 

understood  by  some,  we  have  a  few  suggestions  to 
make. 

The  idea  has  gone  out  that  no  one  excepting  the 
/ministry*  would  be  benefited  in  attending  these 
meetings.  In  some  cases  among  the  laity  there  is 
even  the  impression  that  they  are  not  wanted  there 

unless  they  are  ministers.  This  is  probably  due, 

more  or  less,  to  the  name  "  ministerial"  This 
name  really  leaves  the  impression  that  it  is  a  meet- 

ing for  the  ministers  (which  is  generally  accepted 
to  mean  preachers),  without  describing  the  nature 
or  character  of  the  business  or  discussions  to  be 

engaged  in.  This  makes  even  a  hurtful  impression 
among  some  of  the  less  posted  ministers  who  are 

not  readers  of  the  Messenger,  and  our  church  liter- 
ature generally,  for  they  think,  as  I  have  heard 

some  say,  it  is  the  next  thing  to  a  "  teachers'  insti- 
tute." 

Since  the  name  has  gone  out  it  would  probably 
be  hard  to  change,  and  indeed  it  is  hard  to  find  one 
to  answer  the  purpose  any  better  without  making  it 
too  lengthy.  The  best  I  have  yet  found  would  be 

"District  Interview  Meeting"  or  "Interview  Dis- 
trict Meeting."  It  seems  to  me  there  should  be  a 

place  where  all  interested  in  forwarding  the  cause 

of  the  Master  in  any  of  its  phases  could  meet  and 
exchange  their  views  and  experience  as  well.  This 

would  certainly  include  all  deacons,  and  would  be 
a  grand  place  for  surh  young  brethren  and  sisters 
as  are  zealous  and  talented.  Come,  brethren  and 

sisters,  you  are  all  wanted! 

We  hope  these  lines  will  help  to  convey  the  idea 

that  these  meetings  are  profitable  to  all  who  will 
take  the  pains  to  attend.  But  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
practicable  for  all  to  attend,  should  have  a  great 

deal  to  do  with  the  character  of  the  topics  dis- 
cussed. A  great  many  of  the  topics  given  in  the 

different  programs  would  make  splendid  texts  for 
a  sermon,  but  to  use  them  at  a  ministerial  meeting 

>s  spending  time  that  should  and  could  be  spent  to 
greater  profit  to  those  at  home,  while  there  is  a 

much  cheaper  way  of  getting  sermons,  whereby 
the  whole  congregation  will  get  the  benefit.  To  il- 

lustrate we  will  use: 

:  Secure  and  Maintain  a  Large  Attendance 

ings?" 
Give  them  only  this  one  thought  on  the  above 

topic,  "  By  ministers,  as  well  as  all  the  members, 

inviting  people  to  come,  and  when  they  do  come  be 
sure  to  make  them  feel  welcome  by  shaking  hands 
and  inviting  them  back."  This  thought  every  one 
can  take  home  and  put  it  to  practice  the  year 
round,  as  well  as  impress  it  upon  others. 

2.  "  The  Second  Coming  of  Christ." 

On  this  subject  some  interesting  and  pleasant 
thoughts  may  be  given,  but  they  are  not  near  so 
far-reaching  because  the  deacons  and  lay  members 
present  cannot  put  to  practice  the  truths  brought 
out,  nor  teach  them  to  others  at  home.  Such  a 

topic  would  be  but  little  if  any  help  to  the  preach- 
ers, in  preaching  on  that  subject,  and  if  any  help  at 

all,  it  would  be  only  for  one  sermon.  Besides,  we 

can  arrange  for  a  series  of  meetings,  and  secure  the 
services  of  some  able  brother,  who  will  give  us 

twenty  or  more  of  these  good  sermons  right  at 
home,  and  this  can  be  done  by  the  different  congre- 

gations. My  suggestions  are  that  we  do  our  utmost  to  dis- 
abuse the  minds  of  those  who  have  been  indifferent 

in  regard  to  attending  these  meetings,  Further, 

that  we  select  no  more  Scripture  texts  for  topics  ex- 
cepting such  as  have  in  them  the  features  of  in- 

struction in  church  government  or  church  work  of 
some  kind.  Not  having  so  many  sermons  to 

preach,  we  can  make  them  shorter  and  thus  con- 
nect with  our  District  Meetings,  and  bind  the  Min- 
utes together,  thereby  getting  those  to  attend  who 

otherwise  would  not,  and  those  to  read  the  Minutes 

who  may  not  be  able  to  attend. 
Ankeny,  Iowa. 

MAN  BEFORE  THE  FALL. 

BY  W.  G.  SCHROCK. 

When  in  the  council-chamber  of  heaven  it  was 

proposed  to  make  man,  the  Deity,  in  his  three-fold 
nature,  determined  to  create  him  in  his  own  simili- 

tude.    "  And  God  said,   Let  us  make  man  in  our 
own    image,    after    our    likeness       So    God 
created  him  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 

created  he  him;  male  and  female  created  he  them." 
Man  was  to  be  God's  representative  upon  the 

earth,  so  God  endowed  him  with  superior  intelli- 
gence above  the  rest  of  his  creation.  He  gave  to 

animals  instinct,  to  man  was  added  the  gift  of 

speech,  reason,  the  moral  sentiments,  and  a  spiritu- 
al nature  capable  of  knowing  and  revering  God. 

He  gave  man  power  and  dominion  over  the  work  of 
creation, — animate  and  inanimate, — from  the  lowest 

type  of  life  to  the  highest  in  the  scale  of  animal 

life  around  him.  "  And  God  blessed  them,  and 
God  said  unto  them,  "Be  fruitful,  and  multiply, 

and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it.  and  have  do- 
minion over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl 

of  the  air,  and  over  every  living  thing  that  moveth 

upon  the  earth."  It  could  truly  be  said  of  him, 
"  I'm  monarch  of  all  I  survey. 

My  right  there  is  none  to  dispute." 
From  the  Mosaic  record  we  learn  that  the  origin 

of  man  was  the  direct  creation  of  God  in  the  last 

day  of  creation. 
Man  is  not  an  unsolvable  enigma  but  the  creation 

of  an  allwise  Creator.  How  infinite  in  goodness! 

How  limitless  in  reason!  In  form  and  capacity  al- 
most like  his  Maker!  When  man  came  in  the  puri- 

ty of  his  compound  nature,  fresh  from  the  hands  of 
the  Creator,  God,  the  judge  of  all  the  earth,  pro- 

nounced all  created  things  good,  man  included. 

It  seems  from  the  Bible  account,  and  before  sin 

cursed  the  world,  that  man  was  perfect  in  all  his 

parts.  His  nature  and  disposition,  as  well  as  his 

image  and  likeness,  were  like  God  himself.  God's 
image  in  man  may  not  have  been  as  much  in  ap- 

pearance as  in  the  nature  of  the  soul.  The  mind  of 
God  was  indelibly  stamped  upon  the  inner  man,  in 
all  the  characteristics  of  his  divine  nature.  True, 

his  natural  body  was  taken  from  the  earth  but  the 
immaterial  and  immortal  principle  in  man  was  a 

part  of  the  divinity. 
As  soon  as  man  was  created  God  put  at  his  dis- 

posal the  entire  creation  for  his  benefit  and  pleas- 
ure. Over  it  he  was  to  exercise  authority.  In  this 

God  honored  man  and  gave  him  power  and  domin- 

________  
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ion  over  all  living  creatures  in  sea  and  land.  Man 

was  to  be  the  lord  of  all  created  things,  and  he  was 
to  dress  the  beautiful  garden  in  which  man  was  orig- 

inally placed  by  the  Maker. 

Trior  to  the  fall,  man's  powers  of  body  and  mind 
readily  conformed  to  the  will  of  God.  The  mind  of 
God  met  man  in  flesh  and  soul.  Heaven  and  earth 

met  in  man's  holy  nature.  His  will  and  under- 
standing united  with  all  his  inclinations  to  do  the 

will  of  his  Maker.  His  affections  and  appetites 

were  constantly  subject  to  his  God-given  nature. 

Thus  holy  and  happy  were  our  first  parents  in  hav- 
ing the  honor  of  bearing  the  image  and  likeness  of 

God,  their  Creator. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  contemplate  the  wonderful 

change  brought  about  through  man  violating  God's 
law.  How  changed  their  condition!  How  great 
the  fall!  Before  the  fall,  man,  in  his  innocency, 

walked,  with  his  Maker,  in  the  garden.  Then  noth- 
ing but  union  and  sweet  communion  existed  be- 

tween the  creature  man  and  the  Creator  God. 

Nothing  marred  the  lovely  and  happy  pair,  as 

they  continued  to  drink  in  the  cup  of  bliss,  God  so 
abundantly  showered  upon  them  from  day  to  day. 

But  mark  the  change!  Instead  of  retaining  God's 
image  upon  the  soul  of  man,  he  yielded  to  tempta- 

tion and  fell  from  his  high  and  holy  state. Berlin,  Pa.   

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  HIOHER  LIFE. 

BY  A.  HUTCHISON. 

My  last  said  something  about  pruning,  as  a* 
means  by  which  to  secure  good  fruit.  Now  we 
wish  to  speak  more  particularly  of  the  fruit  itself. 
This  is  especially  necessary,  for  we  read  in  Matt.  12: 

33  that  the  "  tree  is  known  by  his  fruit."  This  does 
not  say  we  think,  but  we  know  the  tree.  The  Savior 

asks  a  very  significant  question,  when  he  says,  "  Do 

men  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles?" 
M^tt.  7:  16.  Now,  it  must  be  clear  to  every  think- 

ing mind,  that,  if  the  branch  is  not  like  the  vine, 
the  fruit  will  not  be  the  same,  and  if  the  fruit 
which  we  bear  is  not  like  that  produced  by  Christ, 

the  vine,  we  may  know  that  we  are  not  a  branch  of 
the  true  vine. 

Jesus  gives  us  plainly  to  understand  that  we  can- 
not bear  the  genuine  fruit  outside  of,  or  without 

him.  He  says,  "  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can 

ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me."  John  15;  4.  A  start- 
ling truth!  If  we  were  all  more  like  Christ  in  our 

minds,  spirits,  and  actions,  we  v  ould  be  a  much 

greater  power  for  good  in  the  world.  And  Paul 

says,  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in 

Christ  Jesus."     Fhilpp.  2;  5. 
If  this  be  true  of  us,  then  the  fruit  which  we  bear 

must  be  the  same  kind  as  that  borne  by  Christ,  and 

if  it  is  not,  we  may  readily  suspect  the  cause.  The 

apostle  can  quickly  tell  us  where  the  trouble  is. 

He  would  say,  "  Ye  are  carnal."  And  if  we  inquire 
of  him,  how  he  knows  so  well,  he  will  answer,  "  For 
whereas  there  is  among  you  envying,  and  strife,  and 

divisions,  are  ye  not  carnal,  and  walk  as  men?  "  I 
Cor.  3:  3.  You  know  we  are  to  know  the  tree  by 
the  fruit.  Now  if  our  life,  and  our  conversation, 

and  the  general  trend  of  our  every-day  walk  is  like 
the  carnal  man,  who  can  blame  any  one  for  brand- 

ing us  as  hypocrites?  Rom.  8:  7  tells  us  that  "  the 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God."  And  if  we  ex- 

hibit that  kind  of  fruit,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  know 
that  there  is  more  of  the  Gospel  pruning  needed. 

Nothing  but  the  pruning  knife  of  God's  Word,  op- 
erated by  the  Holy  Spirit,  will  ever  get  such  trees 

or  branches  to  become  good  fruit-bearing  trees. 
It  matters  not  how  strong,  or  high  our  pretensions 

to  true  piety  may  be,  the  fruit,  which  is  in  keeping 
with  our  real  character,  will  develop  sooner  or  later. 
What  is  found  in  Num.  32:  23  will  then  fit  the  case 

of  every  one  who  has  been  untrue.  It  says,  "  Be 

sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out." The  many  clusters  of  sour  grapes,  produced  by 
such  as  claimed  to  be  branches  of  the  True  Vine,  is 
one  of  the  causes,  if  not  the  principal  one,  why 

there  are  so  many  who  question  the  true  value  of 
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any  and  all  religions.  0  how  happy  I  would  feel, 
if  all  our  brethren  and  sisters  in  the  Brethren  church 

would  be  true  epistles,  which  might  be  known  and 

read  of  all  men.  Then  the  enemy  would  be  com- 

pelled to  fall  backward  and  go  to  the  ground,— be- 
cause that  would  bring  about  a  condition  of  things 

like  the  Savior  promised  to  his  faithful  ones.  He 

says,  "  For  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wisdom, 
which  all  your  adversaries  shall  not  be  able  to  gain- 

say nor  resist."     Luke  21:15. 
Then  our  council-meetings  and  our  social  meet- 

ings would  be  such  as  to  make  the  unlearned  or  un- 
believing fall  clnwn  upon  their  faces,  and  worship 

God,  and  report  'hat  God  is  in  you  of  a  truth.  See 
1  Cor.  14:  24,  25.  Our  Annual  Meetings  would  pro- 

duce a  great  tidal  wave  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  fruit, 
so  that  men  and  women,  attending  those  large 

gatherings,  who  were  unconverted,  would  never  re- 
cover from  the  shock  until  they  would  give  their 

lives  into  the  service  of  the  Lord.  Why  not  labor 
hard  to  produce  the  true   Christian  fruit? 

MePhtrson,  Kans. 

"THE  LORD  OUR  R10MTEOUSNESS."-Jer.  13:  6. 

Number  Bight. 

'For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  U 

iEE  MORAL  ACENCY  AND  ELECTION  ILLUSTRATED
. 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righu of  God  in  hit 

Any  Mini  who  WW  may  lx  One  of  God's  Elect. 
The  Bible  doctrine  of  elections  and  of  free  choice 

are  by  no  means  at  war  with  each  other.  Free 
moral  agency  and  election  go  hind  in  hand.  It  is 
not  of  him  that  uilleth,  else  there  would  be  no 
election,  and  there  can  be  no  election,  if  the  indi- 

vidual refuses  to  will,  else  there  could  be  no  free 
moral  agency. 

In  every  saved  child  of  God  the- doctrines  ofelec- 

tion  and  of  free  moral  agency  arc  both  personified. 
It  matters  not  how  much  we  will,  nor  llpv  mm  h  we 

work,  there  can  be  no  salvation  until  we  resign  all 

to  Christ.  "Then  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor 
of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth  mer- 

cy."    Rom.  9:  16. 
There  can  be  no  resignation  to  Christ  if  we  don't 

will  to  resign;  hence,  "Whosoever  will,  let  him 

take  the  water  of  life  freely."  Rev.  22:  17.  There 
is  an  elect  household,  a  city  of  refuge,  and  Christ, 
our  Savior,  is  standing  in  the  door,  even  at  the 
gate,  and  crying  to  all  the  world,  lost  and  ruined, 

"  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money;  come  ye, 
buy,  and  eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without 

money  and  without  price."     Isaiah  55:  1. 
Christ  cries  to  all,  "If  any  man  thirst,  let  him 

come  unto  me  and  drink."     John  7:  37. 
Christ  stands  at  the  door  of  the  sheep  fold,  the 

church,  the  household  of  the  elect,  and  cries,  "  I  am 
the  door:  by  me  if  any  n.an  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
saved."     John  10:  9. 

"  If  anv  man  enter  in,"— not  those  who  are  elect, but  any  man  who  w.ll  may  enter  in  and  become  one 
of  the  elect,—"  shall  he  saved." 

"  By  the  righteousness  of  one  the  free  gift  came 
upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life."  The  free 
gift  came  not  upon  the  elect  few,  but  upon  all  men 
unto  justification  of  life.  Though  righteousness, 
holiness,  justification,  and  life  ate  offered  free—  an 
immortal  gift— to  every  man;  they  cannot  be  en- 

joyed until  we  accept  the  gift.  God  will  not  force 
it  upon  us,  but  he  purchased  it  by  the  death  of  his 

nd  holds  it  out  to  all  who  will  accept  his gracto 
-Iter 

It  is  not  God's  will  that  any  man  be  lost,  hence 
he  has  offered  free  salvation  to  every  man.  He 
holds  out  the  offer  and  pleads  with  men  through 
his  servants,  to  accept  of  life.  "We  are  ambassa- 

dors for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by 
us:  we  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled 
to  God."  2  Cor.  s :  20  and  6:  1.  "We,  as  workers 
together  with  him,  beseech  you  also  that  ye  receive 
not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain." 
God  would  move  upon  us  by  his  love,  to  accept 

his  free  gift,  for  "the  goodness  of  God  leadcth 
thee  to  repentance."  Rom.  2:  4.  "  God  commend- 
eth  his  love  to  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sin- 

- Awaiting  Glory. 

Rev.  6:0-11. 
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1 ? HOUSEHOLD  OF  THE  ELECT. 

i 
All  the  World  besides  the  Elect. P Moral  Men, 

L^ 
Professors  who  arc  deceived, 

Baptism. 

Hypocrites, 
CHRIST  THE  DOOR. 

Covetous  Men, 

Unvirtuous  Men, 
Gal.  3:  27. 

Baptism. 
Liars, 

Thieves, 

Drunkards, 

Etc.,  Etc. 
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Awaiting  the  Bottomless  Pit. 

2Per.ei-2:9. 

landing  at  the  door,  cat 
i  doomed  to  eternal  dar 

nd  be  saved.    Every  man  standing  outside  of  the  household e  call  of  Christ  and  comes  in. 

ners,  Christ  died  for  us."  Rom.  5:  8.  "  In  this 
was  manifest  the  love  of  God  toward  us,  because 

that  God  sent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world, 

that  we  might  live  through  him."     I  John  4:  9. 
"Christ  died  for  the  ungodly"  (Rom.  5:  6)  and 

all  who  will  accept  him  aie  washed  in  his  blood. 

The  ransom  is  paid  and  the  sinner's  liberty  is  fully 
purchased,  if  he  will  only  accept  it.  God  is  "  not 
willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should 

come, to  repentance."     1  Pet.  3:  9. 
God  will  not  compel  any  one  to  accept  the  gift 

of  life,  yet  it  is  his  will  that  every  man  be  saved. 
If  any  man  is  lost,  it  will  be  because  he  will  not  be 

saved,  for  every  provision  is  made,  God  is  recon- 
ciled, and  the  sinner  invited  to  accept  his  free  gift. 

God  would  arouse  us,  not  only  by  his  love  and 
goodness,  but  by  his  judgments,  for  he  tells  us  to 
"remember  Lot's  wife"  (Luke  17:  32),— to  think 
of  the  angels  that  sinned,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
and  Balaam.  "  Knowing  therelore  the  terror  of  the 
Lord,  we  persuade  men  "  to  leave  their  sins,  to  ac- 

cept Christ,  to  come  to  God.     2  Cor.  5:11. 

"  For  we  know  him  that  hath  said,  Vengeance  be- longeth  unto  me,  I  will  recompense,  saith  the 
Lord.  And  again,  the  Lord  shall  judge  his  people. 
It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
living  God."     Heb.  10:  30,  31. 

God  will  justly  let  every  man  go  down  to  reap 
the  just  reward  of  his  own  works,  who  will  not  be 
moved,  neither  by  his  love  and  mercy  nor  by  his 
fear  to  receive  the  free  gift  of  righteousness.  "  Be- 

cause I  have  called,  and  ye  refused;  I  have 
stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded;  but 
ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my  counsel,  and  would 
none  of  my  reproof:  I  also  will  laugh  at  your calamity;  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh- 
when  your  fear  cometh  as  desolation,  and  your  de- structton  cometh  as  a  whirlwind;  when  distress  and 
anguish  cometh  upon  you.  Then  shall  they  call 
upon  me,  but  I  will  not  answer;  they  shall  seek  me 
early,  but  they  shall  not  find  me:  for  that  they  hat- 

ed knowledge,  and  did  not  choose  the  fear  of  the 
Lord:  they  would  none  of  my  counsel:  they  de- 

spised all  my  reproof.  Therefore  shall  they  eat  of 
the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be  filled  with  their 
own  devices."     Prov.  1:  24-31. 

God's  judgments  will  be  terrible  to  all  who  wiu;   1^. 
not  be  moved  by  neither  mercy  nor  fear.     "  As  Mo- 

ses lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even    so 
must  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up:  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  should  not  pe 
life."     John  3:  14,  15. 

Whosoever,— that  is,  any  m 

may  have  eternal  life,  if  he  1 
blessed  Savior.  Christ  stand; 
household  of  the  elect   and   it 

rish,  but  have  eternal 

in  who  believeth, — 
'ill  only  accept  the 

at  the  door  of  the 
vites  every   man  to 

come  in  and  be  saved.     Oh  that  all   might    _. 
Not  one  need  be  left  behind.     (See  diagram.) 
Any  man  becomes  a  member  of  the  household  of 

the  elect  by  faith,  repentance,  and  baptism.  It 
takes  just  as  much  to  bring  the  moral  man  into 
Christ  as  it  does  the  vilest  sinner.  All  who  are 
saved  in  Christ  stand  holy  as  God,  Christ  being 
their  righteousness.  In  works  they  are  very  imper- 

fect, but  must  grow  in  grace  and  in  Christian  man- hood. 

"  As  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into 
Christ  have  put  on  Christ."  Gal.  3:  27.  "  Baptism being  the  last  act  on  the  part  of  the  individual  in 
accepting  Christ,  is  used  by  a  figure  of  speech  for 
the  whole  process  of  faith,  repentance,  and  bap- tism. 

Every  man  can  come   into  Christ  and  b 
housed  in  the  elect  household  if  he  only  will. Bridgewater,  Va. 

safely 

DR.  DOWIE'S  WORK  IN  CHICAGO. 

Many  of  our  readers  would  be  pleased  to  learn 
more  concerning  Mr.  Dowie  and  his  work  than  we 
have  yet  given.  Here  is  an  article,  from  the  Inde- 

pendent, that  contains  much  of  what  we  have  felt  like 
writing  for  some  time.  It  is  written  by  W.  E.  Mc- 

Lennan, of  Chicago,  a  minister  of  fine  ability,  and will  bear  a  careful  reading: 

The  announcement  has  just  been  made  in  the 
newspapers  that  the  Rev.  John  Alexander  Dowie, 
the  well-known  advocate  of  "  divine  healing,"  is 
about  to  shake  off  the  dust-or,  rather,  the  mud-of 
Chicago  from  his  feet,  and  seek  a  more  hospitable 
clime.  This  is  regarded  by  Mr.  Dowie  himself, 
who  asserts  he  has  no  intention  of  leaving,  as  only 
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a  polite  way  of  saying:  "  We  wish  you  would  go." 
In  spite  of  very  remarkable  success,  judged  by  all 
outward  signs,  Mr.  Dowie  has  had  a  hard  time  of  it 
in  Chicago.  The  newspapers,  almost  without  ex- 

ception, have  pursued  him  with  the  most  bitter,  in 
some  cases,  outrageous  attacks.  The  State  Board 
of  Health,  a  majority  of  whose  members  are  resi- 

dent physicians  of  Chicago,  after  a  long  and  costly 
and,  on  the  whole,  farcical  trial,  obtained  a  verdict 

against  him  in  Justice  Prindiville's  court  for  prac- 
ticing medicine  without  a  license.  An  appeal  was 

entered,  but  the  case  was  dismissed  before  an  op- 
portunity was  given  for  argument.  Following  this 

came  a  series  of  arrests  on  the  charge  of  maintain- 
ing a  hospital  without  a  license.  Mr.  Dowie  was 

taken  from  his  home  at  almost  every  hour  of  the 

day  and  night,  and  even  from  his  pulpit  on  Sunday, 
and  has  been  locked  up  for  hours  in  filthy  police 
courts,  awaiting  the  coming  of  friends  to  give  bail 
for  his  appearance.  So  bitter,  so  unjust  has  the 
opposition  to  Mr.  Dowie  become,  that  even  his  old 

enemies,  the  newspapers,  have  felt  obliged  to  pro- 
test. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  Mr.  Dowie  has 
prospered.  He  controls  a  large  tabernacle  for  Sun- 

day services,  has  in  constant  use  three  "homes" 
for  guests  who  come  from  a  distance  to  hear  the 

"  doctrine,"  or  to  be  healed  maintains  a  fine  print- 
ing and  publishing  outfit,  and  has  recently  opened 

negotiations  for  over  500  acres  of  land  near  the  city, 
Kpects  permanently  to  establish  himself 

and  his  work.  At  pr> 
to  hundreds  in  his  c 

Side,  he  is  addressi 

largest  congregation  i 
torium  every  Sunday. 

Who  is  John  Alexai 

it,  not  satisfied  to  preach 
tabernacle  on  the  South 

thousands— in    fact,    the 

le  city,  in  the  great  Audi- 

der  Dowie?     Unquestionably 

i  the  foremost  advocate  of  "divine  healing 
this  country,  if  1 
Scotchman,  wit 

Early  in  the  se\ 
Australia.     He 

the rid.     He 

:nti 

Dbust 

:ad    that    suggests    Ruskin. 
he  left  his  native  land   for 

ordained  to  the  Congregational 

Ministry  in  1872,  served  several  important  churches, 
and  was  finally  led  to  devote  himself  wholly  to 
evangelistic  work.  While  at  Sydney  he  was  chosen 

by  the  Protestants  of  that  city  to  reply  to  Arch- 
bishop Vaughn,  for  which  he  received  the  personal 

thanks  of  Mr.  Gladstone.  It  was  there,  also,  that 

he  entered  upon  his  work  of  healing,  led  to  it,  as  he 

says,  by  the  effects  of  a  plague  which  had  spread 
rapidly  among  his  own  people.  In  iSSci  he  came  to 

this  country,  residing  on  the  Pacific  Coast  for  two 
years.  Since  1893  he  has  made  his  headquarters  in 
Chicago. 

Mr.  Dowie  has  been  so  persistently  misrepre- 
sented that  I  have  given  particular  attention  to  his 

"doctrine."  I  think  nothing  he  has  published  in 
this  country  has  escaped  my  attention.  I  have 
heard  both  his   public  and   private  expositions.     I 
have  talked  with  th 

ministry  of  healing, 

Finally,  through  a  p 
two   hours. 

lvat 

the 

who   have  come  under 

th  the  cured  and  uncui 

e  interview,   lasting  ne; 

pportunity  of   putting 
sorts  of  questions  to  him  concerning  his  belief 

work.     His  creed  is  not  long.     It  is  summed  up  in 
two  propositions: 

"First.  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and 
forever,  and  being  so.  he  is  unchanged  in  power  and  in  will. 

"  Second,  That  disease  like  sin,  is  God's  enemy  and  the 
devil's  work  and  can  never  be  God's  will.  .  .  .  Nineteen 
centuries  ago  all  manner  of  sickness  and  disease  was  healed 
hy  Jesus,  and  as  a'l  wlioin  he  healed  were  oppressed  by  the 
devil,  it  follows  logically  that  all  sickness  and  disease  is  still 
the  devil's  work." 

His  method  of  procedure  in  the  case  of  adults  is 
best  expressed  in  his  own  words:   ■ 

"I  demand,  first,  repentance  toward  God  and  man,  practical 
restitution,  reslor.ilinn  and  confession;  secondly,  faith  in  Christ 
'or  forgiveness  of  sins  .mil  abandonment  of  everything  incon- 

sistent with  godliness  -lii|uors.  tobacco,  swine's  flesh,  the  use 
01  drugs  ami  surgery;  thirdly,  unwavering  failh  that  God  will 
'■Ml  without  human  .igemV  or  through  ' anointing  by  an  elder." 
Mr.  Dowie  has  n 

many  years.  He  ha 
more  than  78,000  pet 
f  whelming  evidenc 
■die  to  deny  that  tho 
helPed,    that    hundr 

aintained  these  doctrines  for 

laid  hands,  as  he  told  me.  on 

ions.  In  the  face  of  such  ov- 
as  he  produces  it  would  be 

isands  have  been  temporarily 

been     permanently 
cured,  not  a  few  of  apparently  incurable  diseases. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  large  number  who 
seemed  to  fulfill  all  the  conditions  named,  but  re- 

ceived no  help.  Some  of  those  reported  cured have  lapsed. 

Notwithstanding  the  good  Mr.  Dowie  has  done, 
the  extreme  views  he  holds  regarding  disease,  his 
antagonism  to  physicians  and  his  utter  disregard  of 
all  medicines  will,  in  the  end,  tell  more  against  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  than  for  it.  To  the  extent  that  he 
is  followed  will  fanaticism  triumph.  He  states 
again  and  again  in  his  published  writings,  on  the 
platform,  and  said  to  me  personally  that  all  sick- 

ness is  of  the  devil.  Yet  when  I  asked  him  to  de- 
fine sickness,  it  was  plainly  evident  that  he  had  no 

clear  conception  of  the  word. 

For. example,  I  said:  "If  1  put  my  hand  in  the 
fire  and  am  burned,  is  that  burn  sickness?  " 

He  replied:  "If  you  should  do  it  willfully,  I 
should  call  'hat  folly.  If  you  should  be  burned  ac- 

cidentally, I  should  call  that  a  sickness." 
Now,  if  an  accidental  burn  is  sickness,  and  the 

burn  caused  by  a  willful  act  is  folly,  the  conclusion 
is  that  the  devil  is  more  responsible  for  accidental 

than  for  willful  acts.     Weariness  he  also  regards  as 
He 

ays   he  ha 
nedi( foi 

himself  for  thirty-three  years.  St.  Paul's  exhorta- 
tion to  Timothy  to  take  a  little  wine  for  his  stom- 

ach's sake  he  interprets  as  though  the  Apostle  had 
said:  "Take  a  little  oatmeal."  I  asked  him  in 

what  respect  his  "  cures  "  differed  from  those  re- 
corded of  Christian  Scientists,  metaphysicians, 

Mormons,  Roman  Catholics  and  others.  He  re- 

plied: "  I  do  not  agree  with  Dr.  Simpson.  I  believe 
wherever  godly  people  have  sought  for  God  with 
all  their  hearts  for  forgiveness  and  healing  they 

may  expect  to  have  an  answer  to  their  prayers."  I 
showed  my  hand  from  wh'ch  warts  had  been 

"  charmed,"  and  asked  an  explanation.  He  said: 
"The  operator  must  have  been  a  godly  man." 
The  fact  is  that  the  operator  was  not  a  godly  man. 

The-only  explanation  I  can  conceive  Mr.  Dowie 
making  is  that  I  am  deceived.  He  did  say  that 

"  cures  "  by  Christian  Scientists  "  do  not  stand." 
When  I  cited  the  fact  that  Christ  and  his  Apo 

ties  cured  all  diseases,  including  the  restoration  to 
life  of  the  dead,  he  said  that  all  diseases  except 
leprosy,  had  been  cured  under  his  ministry.  He 
had  not  attempted  to  raise  the  dead,  because,  as  he 

expressed  it,  "  when  one  has  died  I  do  not  feel  like 

recalling  him."  He  does  not  profess  to  attempt 
the  restoration  of  limbs  or  organs  that  have  de- 

cayed, as  that  would  be  "  an  act  of  creation." 
From  such  deliverances,  and  others  that  I  might 

quote,  it  seems  plain  that  Mr.  Dowie  differs  in  no 

important  particular  from  other  so-calh  d  "  heal- 
ers." He  does  not  cure  all  who  come  to  him, 

though  they  fulfill  all  reasonable  conditions.  He 
does  not  profess  the  restoration  of  an  organ  absent 
from  birth  or  through  disease.  He  will  not  try  to 

bring  back  the  dead  to  life.  In  scarcely  any  par- 
ticular docs  his  ministry  correspond  to  the  work  of 

Christ  and  the  Apostles.  Moreover,  his  methods 

ot  advertising  suggest  our  Lord's  way  only  by  con- 
trast. Christ  said  to  certain  ones:  "  Tell  no  man." 

Mr.  Dowie  says:  "Tell  everybody."  His  large 
publishing  outfit  is  used  almost  exclusively  to  ad- 

vertise his  doctrines  and  to  magnily  his  reputed 

cures.  All  who  have  been  helped  in  anv  way  may 
have  not  only  their  business  published  but  also 

their  biography  and  large  half-tone  pictures  of 
themselves,  still  his  methods,  in  this  particular, 

are  scarcely  more  reprehensible  than  those  adopted 

by  many  ministers. 

^THE  t  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL^ 

JESUS  THE  MESSI  .H.-Luke  9:   18-27- 

Lesson  for  March  1 

Time. — Summer  of  A.  D.  29,  perhaps  n 

after  the  last  lessoi 
Place. — The  co 

place  near  Csesares foot  of  Mount  H 

river  Jordan  and  o' 

of  Jerusalem. 

nonths 

versation  of  this  lesson  took 

Philippi,  a  town  situated  at  the 
rmon,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
;r  one  hundred  miles  northenst 

Persons.— Jesus,  Peter  and  the  other  disciples. 

Introductory.— After  the  raising  of  Jairus's 
daughter,  of  which  we  studied  in  last  lesson,  Jesus 
and  his  disciples  made  a  third  missionary  tour 
through  Galilee,  performed  numerous  miracles,  and 
was  a  second  time  rejected  at  Nazareth.  While  on 
this  journey  he  also  commissioned  the  twelve  and 

sent  tlu  in  forth  to  preach  and  to  heal.  At  about 
the  time  of  the  death  of  John  the  Baptist  the  twelve 
returned  to  tin  Master  at  Capernaum,  when  he  re- 

tired with  them  across  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  where  he 

fed  the  five  thousand  who  came  unto  him.  From 

there  he  retired  with  his  disciples,  and  as  they  re- 
turned by  ship  at  night  he  came  to  them,  walking 

on  the  water.  The  Lord  then  made  a  journey 
northwest  into  the  parts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  where 
he  lie. ilcd  the  daughter  of  the  Syrophienician 
woman,  and  returned,  by  way  of  Decapolis,  to  the 
east  side  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  from  whence  the 

journey  was  made  to  C.esarea  l'hilippi,  near  which 
the  events  of  this  lesson  occurred. 

1.  The  great  question.  "Whom  say  the  people 
that  I  am?"  Who  is  he?  What  think  ye  of 
Christ?  This  is  the  great  question  of  the  ages.  To 

answer  it  properly  is  a  matter  of  the  profoundest 
importance.  And  in  order  to  answer  it  properly,  it 

should  have  the  most  mature,  deliberate  and  seri- 
ous consideration.  What  will  you  do  with  this 

man  whom  they  call  Chiist?  To  try  to  dismiss  the 

question  from  our  minds  and  shift  the  responsibili- 
ty of  deciding  it,  is  but  to  reject  and  deny  him. 

We  mu  >t  oil  her  be  for  or  against  him.  Who  is  he? 
Do  our  lives  say  that  we  regard  him  as  the  great 
God,  who  is  worthy  of  our  homage  and  obedience? 
Our  ideas  of  him  will  decide  our  character;  our 

character  will  decide  our  destiny. 

2.  The  incorrect  answer.  Some  said  John  the  Bap- 

tist, some  Elijah,  some,  "  one  of  the  old  prophets." 
In  all  this  confusion  of  notions  they  were  all  too 

low.  So  with  too  many  notions  of  Christ  to-day. 
Our  ideas  of  him  are  not  sufficiently  exalted,  and 
hence  in  copying  after  him  we  aim  too  low.  We 
have  too  little  appreciation  of  what  Jesus  has  done 

for  us,  hence  we  do  too  li! tie  in  return.  Let  us  la- 
bor to  be  of  the  pure  in  heart  with  whom  it  is  pos- 

sible to  see  God  in  the  true  beauty  of  his  character 

and  greatness  of  his  love. 

3  The  true  answer.  "  The  Christ  of  God,"  the 
anointed  of  Jehovah.  This  is  truly  a  "great  con- 

fession," in  that  it  confesses  a  great  truth.  It  was 
given  by  Peter,  one  who  was  in  the  best  position  to 
have  familiar  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  nature 

of  Christ.  It  is  consistent  with  all  revelation.  Un- 

der the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  it  has  now  be- 
come a  part  of  the  divine  Scriptures,  written  for  the 

instruction  and  edification  of  all  men. 

11.    SELF-DENIAL. 

I.  lis  importance.  It  is  essential  to  discipleship. 

"If  any  man  will  came  after  me.  let  him  deny  him- 
self." To  deny  ourselves  is  to  do  that  which  is 

contrary  to  self,  to  take  up  the  cross;  and  this  we 
should  do  daily.  It  will  be  good  for  us,  brethren, 
to  make  an  examination  of  our  own  discipleship, 

and  in  doing  so,  to  apply  this  test  which  the  Mas- 
ter makes.  Are  we  living  lives  of  self-denial?  Are 

we  taking  up  the  cross  deity?  What  did  we  do 

contrary  to  the  dictations  of  the  flesh  to-day,  yes- 
terday? Too  many  of  us  are  easy-going  in  our 

Christian  lives.  We  arc  shunning  the  duties  that 

are  irksome  and  leaving  unborne  the  burdens  that 

are  heavy,  because  we  are  not  possessed  of  the 

spirit  of  self-denying  discipleship  as  we  should  be. 
Let  us  deny  ourselves. 

2.  Results  of  selfishness.  "  Whosoever  will  save  his 
life  shall  lose  it."  The  man  whose  first  purpose  is 
to  live  foi  himself  and  to  advance  his  own  selfish 

purposes  must  necessarily  come  to  destruction.  If 
we  labor  to  save  others,  the  Lord  will  take  care  of 
us.  If  we  labrr  to  save  ourselves,  we  must,  of 

course,  fail,  because  no  human  effort  can  save  us. 
While  self-denial  is  the  salvation,  self-service  is  the 
ruin  of  men.  James  M.  Neff. 

Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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IMMEDIATELY. 

The  certainest,  surest  thing  I  know, 

Whatever,  what  else  may  yet  befall 

Of  blessings  or  bane,  of  weal  or  woe. 
Is  the  truth  that  is  fatefulest  far  of  all, 

That  the  Master  will  knock  at  my  door  somi 
And  there,  in  the  silence  hushed  and  dim, 

Will  wait  for  my  coming  with  lamp  alight, 

To  open  immediately  to  Him. 

I  wonder  if  I  at  His  tap  shall  spring 

In  eagerness  up,  and  crrrss  the  floor 

With  rapturous  step,  and  freely  lling, 

In  the  murk  of  the  midnight,  wide  the  doo 

nuch  delay 

Or  will  there  be  work  to 

Or  the  taper,  that  burn 
Or  something  that  craves 

To  open  immediately  t 

Or  shall  I  with  whitened  fear  grow  dumb 
The  moment  I  hear  the  sudden  knock, 

And,  startled  to  think  He  hath  surely  comi 
Shall  falter  and  fail  to  find  the  lock, 

And  keep  Hit 

,    V.hl 
Instead  of  the  bound  with  outstretched  hand. 

To  open  immediately  to  Him! 

If  this  is  the  only  thing  foretold 

Of  all  my  future— then,  I  pray, 
That,  quietly  watchful  I  may  hold 

The  key  of  a  golden  faith  each  day 
Fast  shut  in  my  grasp,  that  when  1  hear 

His  step,  be  it  dawn  or  midnight  dim, 

Straightway  I  may  rise  without  a  fear, 
And  open  immediately  to  Him! 

— Margaret  *J.  Preston. 

OUR  READINd  CIRCLE,— WHERE  IS  IT? 

Well,  what  has  become  of  Our  Missionar; 
Reading  Circle?  Where  are  its  members,  and  wha 

have  they  been  doing?  Ever  since  the  enlarge 
ment  of  the  Messenger  last  October  the  publish 
ers  have  had  the  kindness  to  set  apart  a  page  fo 

'  '  :  paper,  thus  inviting  us  to  makt 
eating  the  great  cause  o use  of  this  page 

missions  and   labo 
Circle  and  the  dis 
mation.     But  duri 

has    stood,    all    head 
officers  and  a  course 
readers   of   the    Mess 

nothing  read 
have   wonder 
what  it  is  fo 

and  sisters,  \ 
tunities. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  a  matter  of  corre 
spondencc  between  Bro.  Moore,  Bro.  Stover,  Bro 
Barwick,  sister  Newcomer  and  the  writer  as  to 
who  should  take  charge  of  this  department  and 
say  something  for  Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle. 
At  last  I  consented  to  undertake  the  work,  not 
because  I  have  nothing  else  to  do,  but  because  I 
felt  that  this  work  should  be  done. 

I    am    already    overwhelmed    in    work,    looking 

mination  of  missionary  infor- 
all  this  time  our  department 

1  and  no  body,  a  board  of 
ading,  but  as  far  as  the 

Messenger  have  been  informed, 

nd  nothing  said.  Many,  no  doubt, 
what  this  Reading  Circle  is,  and 

To  say  the  least,  young  brethren 
have  not  lived  up  to  our  oppor- 

after  the  business  of  our  Southern  colony,  preach- 

ing every  Sunday,  preparing  articles  for  our  Sun- 
day School  Department,  etc.,  etc.,  and  will  really 

not  have  the  time  to  devote  to  this  department 
that  it  deserves.  But  every  earnest  member  of 
Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle  will  want  to  see 

this  department  made  a  success,  and  every  one  can 

help.  Let  us  hear  from  you.  Tell  us  what  you 
have  read  and  what  you  think  about  it.  Tell  why 

others  should  read  missionary  literature.  Make 
such  extracts  from  the  books  you  have  read  as 

you  think  will  be  most  helpful  to  the  readers 
of  the  Messenger,  and  send  them  to  us  for  pub- 

lication. In  some  way  endeavor  to  impart  to  oth- 
ers something  of  the  new  life  and  light  you  have 

received. 

Our  beloved  Brotherhood  is  more  and  mote  see- 
ing the  necessity  of  giving  her  young  members 

something  to  do,  and  is  every  year  endeavoring 
to  open  new  channels  for  the  exercise  of  the 
talents  of  the  young.  The  Lord  is  enlarging  our 

sphere  of  usefulness  and  our  opportunities  for  do- 
ing good,  and  in  the  same  proportion  our  respon- 

sibilities are  increasing.  Come,  let  us  see  what 
the  Lord  has  for  us  to  do,  and,  having  learned 

what  our  duty  is,  by  the  grace  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  let  us  do  it.  J.  M.  N. 

Fruitdalc.  Ala. 

SPIRITUALITY. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

Very  little  is  known   about  real,  genuine  spirit- 
.lity.  Even  those  who  are  most  faithful,  in  at- 

tending to  all  the  external  duties  of  the  Christian 
e,  scarcely  know  the  depth  of  its  meaning. 

Certainly  it  is  not  religionism  or  religiousness, 

is  even  greater  and  far  above  piety.  The  high- 

est type  of  spiritual  life  is  a  life  "  hid  with  Christ 

n  God." 
That  we  may  reach  such  spiritual  height  there 

ire  some  things  we  must  cast  aside: 

I.  First  of  all,  it  is  the  idea  of  making  our  own 
spirituality.  Those  who  have  tried  have  been 
doomed  to  an  unsatisfactory  and  dry  Christian 

life.  There  is  nothing  in  it  but  bitter  disappoint- 
ment. There  are  two  sides  to  every  agency  em- 

ployed to  build  up  the  spiritual  life,— God's  side 
and  man's  side, — and  there  must  be  a  recognition 
of  both  sides  if  the  work  of  building  up  is  to  be 
accomplished.  Now,  when  we  come,  relying  upon 
only  ourselves,  we  fail  to  reach  the  mark.  When 

we  come,  relying  only  upon  God,  there  is  a  mere 
forcing  of  the  means  of  grace,  and  that  cannot 

be  done.  We  cannot  manufacture  spirituality  by 

a  mere  "  going  through  with."  Many  have  spent 
their  lives  in  thus  making  their  own  spirituality, 
only  to  find  out  at  last  the  deception  played  upon 
them  by  Satan. 

Others  there  are  who  hope  to  reach  that  height 
through  the  means  of  seclusion.  They  think  if 
they  keep  away  from  all  amusements,  all  social 
gatherings  and  all  things  which  partake  of  the 
nature  of  the  world,  they  will  become  more  and 
more  spiritual.  On  a  high  bluff  not  far  from  the 
Dead  Sea,  and  over  the  same  spot  where  took 
place  some  holy  incidents  in  the  religious  history 
of  the  world,  is  the  Greek  monastery  of  Mar  Saba. 
Well,  what  of  those  monks  who  live  there,  in  the 
most  secluded  place  that  can  ever  possibly  be 
found?  With  their  life  of  seclusion  and  multiplic- 

ity of  devotional  services,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
they  have  attained  the  highest  ideal  of  the  religious 

"They  are  mostly  old  men  (says  one  who 
ai  not  long  ago),  but  their  faces 

speak  more  of  ignorance,  or  even  of  evil,  not 
seldom  dashed  with  abiding  sadness,  than  of  lofty 
enthusiasm,  or  a  noble  striving  for  heaven.  Hope- 

less and  aimless  they  seem  to  vegetate  in  their 
strange  home,  half  of  them  unable  to  read  the 
manuscripts  in  their  library,  which  they,  neverthe- 

less, carefully  guard  from  the  eyes  of  heretics. 
They  may  neither  smoke,  nor  eat  meat,  but  they 
-anage  occasionally  to  get  raw  spirits  from  travel- observe  seclusion  does  not  make 

.ited   Mo 

Thu 

spirituality;  so  we  must  abandon  the  idea  of  mak- 

ing our  own  spiritual  life. 3.  We  must  lay  down  all  assumed  superiority  in 

spiritual  things.  There  are  some  who  assume  the 

highest  standard  of  spirituality,— only  an  assump- 
tion, nothing  more.  They  talk  very  spiritually, 

but  act  very  unspiritually.  This,  I  say,  is  only 
assumed  spirituality,  which  they  have  not,— 

"  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing." 4.  Others  are  led  to  this  assumption  by  a  spirit 

of  opposition.  What  spirituality  can  there  be  in  a 
man  who  is  striving  to  reach  the  highest  standard 
of  the  Christian  life,  not  because  the  love  of  Christ 
constraineth  him,  but  simply  because  he  must  sur- 

pass his  neighbor  in  piety  and  holiness?  We  must 
be  very  unspiritual  indeed  to  ever  dare  reach 

spirituality  with  such  a  spirit,  or  through  such  a 

motive! 
If  we  desire  to  reach  the  loftiest  height  of  spir- 

ituality, we  must  abandon  the  idea  of  making  our 

own  spiritual  life;  we  must  lay  down  all  assumed 

superiority  in  spiritual  things.  Then  shall  we  be  in 
condition  for  God  to  do  his  work  in  his  own  way  and 
stand  with  hearts  ready  for  the  operation  of  the 

Holy  Spirit. 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

¥&» 

TO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

A  writer  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Superintendent 

and  Teacher  gives  some  excellent  advice  to  Sunday 
school  teachers.     He  says: 

1.  Don't  absent  yourself  from  the  school  with- 
out providing  a  substitute.  It  is  discouraging  to 

the  class  and  embarrassing  to  the  Superintendent. 

2.  Don't  be  late.  A  late  teacher  makes  a  late 
lass,  and  late  scholars  disturb  the  school. 

3.  Don't  visit  in  the  school.  Teachers  often  in- 
jure their  influence  by  visiting  other  teachers  dur- 

ing the  opening  and  closing  exercises. 

4.  Don't   allow   a  scholar   to   be   absent  two  i 
cessive  Sabbaths  without  knowing  the  reaso 

teacher's  responsibility  in  this  particular  does  not 
end  with  the  Sabbath. 

5.  Don't  leave  the  checking  of  class  books  and 
taking  collections  until  the  Secretary  or  Treasurer 
comes  around,  but  attend  to  the  matter  before  the 

6.  Don't  allow  scholars  to  have  new  library  books 
or  papers  until  the  close  of  the  lesson. 

7.  Don't  permit  lesson  quarterlies  and  lesson 
leaves  to  be  substituted  for  the  Scriptures.  They 

are  often  excellent  helps  for  home  study.  The 
Bible  is  the  only  allowable  textbook. 

8.  Don't  forget  that  your  mission  is  to  lead  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  not  merely  to  entertain.  So  in- 

struct that  the  unconverted  may  be  led  to  the 

Savior,  and  the  Christian  into  closer  fellowship  with 
the  Redeemer. 

9.  Don't  rest  contented  with  simply  knowing 
your  class  in  the  school,  but  visit  the  scholars  in 
their  homes. 

10.  Don't  think  you  can  teach  without  knowing 
the  scholars  as  well  as  the  lesson.  Have  private 
conversation  with  each  member  of  the  class  on  the 

subject  of  personal  religion. 

DID  NOT  STAY  BURIED. 

A  lady  who  had  passed  through  trouble  was  in 
the  habit  of  singing  often  to  herself  the  beautiful 

hymn,  "  Go  Bury  thy  Sorrow."  One  day  as  she 
was  singing: 

"  Go  bury  thy  sorrow, 

Let  others  be  blest; 

Go  give  them  the  sunshine, 

Tell  Jesus  the  rest," 

her  little   daughter,   who   was   playing   about    the 

room,   looked  up   suddenly   and  saw  tears  rolling 

down  her  mother's  cheeks,  even  while  the  sweet 
words  were  upon  her  lips. 

"  Mamma,"  the  child  said,  "  are  you  digging  it 

up  again?" 

The  mother  felt  reproved. 
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Maryland.— Joseph  Spicier,  Deer  Par] 

D.  S.  Wlngard,  Oxford,  40  cents;  Mead 
church,  S2S.50;  Henry  Sines,  Swanton, 

Thomas  Cass,  Oakland,  25  cents;  John ' 
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MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  DECEMBER,   1895. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 

rot  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 

ately giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 

ions'for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 

month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 

{Used  onl)  for  Mission  in  U.  S..  Denmark  ami  Swede,,.) 

Pennsylvania— -Upper  Dublin  church,  S8;  N.  Phil- 

adelphia, church,  57.75;  M.  H.  Kelly,  Plumville, 

$2;  Aughwick  church,  93.01;  Summit  church,  $10.50; 
Locust  Grove  Sunday  school,  S6.23;  Walnut  Grove 

church,  S5;  New  Enterprise  church,  SS.55;  D.  H. 
Baker,  Abbottsville,  75  cents;  Daniel  F.  Lepley, 
Connells,  S5;  a  sister,  Philadelphia,  SI;  a  brother, 

Welsh  Run,  50  cents;  Upper  Cumberland  church, 

$4;  Lower  Cumberland  church,  S5.70;  two  sisters 

of  Upper  Cumberland  church,  St. 25;  Manor  church, 

5,4.54;  Nathan  Hoffman,  Pottstown,  Slo;  Green  Spring 

church,  Cumberland  Co.,  S9.25;  Walnut  Grove  Sun- 

day school,  S7.25;  Waynesboro  church,  S20;  a  widow 

sister,  Sipesville,  S3;  Mary  Hedge,  Jefferson,  Si; 
Brothersville  church,  S5-04;  Emma  Reitz,  Listie,  S3; 

G.  W.  Kephart,  Altoona,  S2.50;  Shade  Creek  church, 

S14;  Spring  Creek  church,  822.50;  Big  Swatara 

church,  S13.80;  Lancaster  church,  S8.80;  a  sister,  Me- 

chanicsburg,  SI  75;  Back  Creek  church,  S5-35:  Susan 

Paster,  Williamsport,  20  cents;  Martha  Davis,  Ml. 

Pleasant,  50  cents;  Otho,  Carlie,  Nettie  and  Mamie 

Martin,  S2;  Quemahoning  church,  SIS-J6;    Sipesville 

church,  Quemahoning  congregation,  ?8;  total,   -S   : 

Iowa.— Paulina  Kratz,  Hampton,  Si;  South  Keokuk 

church,  S5-75;  South  River  church,  $1.75;  Mt.  Etna 

church,  S3;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S3-02;  Grundy 

County  church,  S34-3°;  Des  Moines  Valley  church, 

S18.60;  Harlan  church,  S4-6o;  G.  B.  Kuepper,  Dunker- 

ton,  S5;  South  Waterloo  church  Sunday  school,  S12; 

Kingsley  church,  S4.05;  Mrs.  Ida  Emmert,  $2;  total,.  -S 

Ohio—  A  brother,  Brookville,  S5;  Upper  Stillwater 

church,  56-65;  Salem  church,  S7-68;  Mrs.  Clara  A. 

Holoway,  Janesville,  Si;  Lick  Creek  church,  Sit; 

Oakland  church,  S5;  LaFayette  church,  S2;  a  sister, 

Lodi,  S3;  Barbara  Fisher,  Foraker,  Sl.4°;  Maple 

Grove  church,  S4.87;  Sugar  Creek  church,  S18.25; 

Margaret  A.  Watts,  Homerville,  50  cents;  Painter 
Creek  and  Ludlow  churches,  $0-63;  Painter  Creek 

Sunday  school,  S487;  Solomon  Rodabaughs,  S9-53;  a 
brother,  McComb,  26  cents;  a  brother,  McComb,  Si ; 

Illinois.  —  Lanark  church,  S".6i;  silver  Creek 

church,  $1.50;  Advanced  Sunday  school  class,  Pleas- 

ant Hill  church,  $2.02;  Woodland  church,  S3  S°,  Cer- 

ro  Gordo  Sunday  school  S265;  Waddam's  Grove 
church,  S5.29;  Yellow  Creek  Sunday  school,  S23.60; 

Mrs.  W.  A-  Yarger,  Oraugeville,  $4;  Panther  Creek 

Sunday  school,  S2.50;  Sugar  Creek  church,  SI;  Eliz- 
abeth and  Sarah  Hohf,  Mt.  Morris,  $2:  a  brother,  Mt. 

Morris,  Si;  total   S 

Virginia— Dumei  Miller,  Spring  Creek,  SI.Q5;  G. 

W.  Naff,  Rocky  Mount,  S3.25;  Reed  family,  Easton, 

S23;  Lebanon  in  Pleasant  Valley  church,  S4;  Pleas- 
ant Valley  church.  Si. 50;  Botetourt  church,  S20.33;  J. 

W.  Myers  and  wife,  Old  Folks'  Home,  S2;  a  sister, 
•    Fayetteville,  SI.70;  Mrs.  Mary  Williams,  $1.2°;  total,  S 

Indiana.— Shipshewana  church,  40  cents;  J.  C.  and 

Amy  Shigley,  West  Point,  SI ;  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
S8.10;  Clay  City  members,  S2.00;  Arcadia  church,  S3; 

Fannie  Fogle,  La  Paz,  40  cents;  Bachelor  Run 
church,  S9.66;  Cart  Creek  Sunday  school,  Sweetzer, 

S3 25;  Buck  Creek  church,  S2.50;  D.  F.  Eby,  West- 
field,  Si. 50;  Baugo  church,  S2.52;  South  Bend  church, 

So.rjo;  Mrs.  Barbara  Lint,  Bourbon,  S4;  Walnut  Lev- 
el church,  S2.65;    Mattie   Mathers,   Sulphur  Springs, 

.i.lnn 

A.  Ma 

The  Palms,  S4;  total   % 

South  and  [forth  Dakota— Three  sisters  in  South 

Dakota,  SIO.50;  Mary  C.  Wampler,  Detroit,  50  cents; 
total   s\ 

Colorado— Denver  Mission,  5.4.22;  C.  E.  I.aurahee, 

Lake   City,    SI. 40;   Susie  Gougbnour,    deceased,    S5; 

Eby,    llolii 

=5  < 

Nebraska— D.  M.  Ross  and  w 

F.Carter,  Randolph,  Si. 25;  total 

Florida.— The  Lord's  childre 
North  Carolina—  George  Mil 

,.50; 

tal, 

Oklahoma.— L.  J.  Harter,  Nora  50  cents;  total   S  5° 

Marriage  Notices.  —  Andrew  Chambers,  Va„  50 
cents;  Simon  Studebaker,  Kans.,  50  cents;  E.  I). 

Book,  Pa.,  50  cents;  John  Lenor,  50  cents;  S.  M.  For- 
ney, Nebr.,  50  cents;  Lordsburg,  Cal.,  50  cents;  M. 

M.  Sherrick,  Iowa,  50  cents;  A.  L.  Bingaman,  111.,  50 

cents;  E.  S.  McNutt,  Iowa,  to  cents;  Lewis  M.  Knb, 

Iowa,  50  cents;  J.  E.  Young,  Kans.,  50  cents;  S.  Horn- 
ings,  Ohio,  50  cents;  total   S       000 

Total,   S    795  66 

West  Virginia.— G.  W.  Hutchinson,  Linsdale,  40 
ents;  Maple  Spring  church,  S10.65;  Chestnut  Grove 
hurch,  $5.60;  a  sister,  Chestnut  Grove  church,  S2.70; 

Maryland.    A  sister,  s;;  Fairview  church,  S3;  J.  S. 
nd  I  annie  Hershberger,  sto;  total   S 
Ao„<„<.     -  Kussel     church.   S2.50:   Ottawa    church, 

rt'rt,  Sidney,  5    cents;  total   S  967 Florida.-  Keuka  church,  $9.50;  total   S  9  5° 
Smith  Dakota     Mary  t  .  Wampler,  Detroit,  si;  M. 

Vlabee,    rid  .  15;  total   '   S  6  00 Income  ol  50  cents  invested  by  Sunday  . 
school  scholars,  55  i\  total,   S  5  42 
North  Carolina.    George  W.  Miller,  Clifton,  S5; 

total   S  5  00 

total".   .-  .....'..   '•   '■•■■'■S  5  °° 
Colon,,!,,.-    R.  A.  and    Lizzie  Paterson,  Pueblo,  S2; 

total,   S  2  00 

Texas.-  Louisa  Stump,  Miami,  Si ;  total   S  1  00 
i  Oregon,     [acob  Bahr  and  wifp,  Isabel,  si;  total   s  1  00 
Tennessee  —  W.  P.  Gross,  Blevins,  10  cents;  total,.. $  10 

Total   S  784  73 

,;    -  M     II     Kelly,    Pluinlield,    SI;    a 

,  Km,   «i    Green   I'rel   Sunday  school, 
Sprint  1  reek  church,  SS; 

  b.S6.0J   ]    Itr)  church,  S23;  Que- rch.  S;;  total,   S     62  92 

Branch  Sunday  school,  si. 30;  Sanger- 

ran  Creek  church,   S4J5;  La    Fayette   '■   Wall  .  Il"i  lerville,  50  cents; 

,"•"::.  total   '   '   S     20  97 

'.."0."'..:'.. .......   •'   '   ■'*    14  53 

;,.',",',  ,   l'"'"    l;..i','i,''.'t','  '-'■'  'pleasant   Val- 

.     1    Gebfcart,  Hagerslown,  SI ;  total,..?     1000 

,  brotl  er.O  tro  Gordo,  52,50;  total   S      5  *5 
r-loncloo  Creek  church, S3.50;  Mr.  and 

cvely,    1;  total   S      4  50 
W.   lad   h,  53.05;  total   S      3  °5 

Ma.-    Nicklow  church,  si. is;   Bethany 
tal   *      2  'S 

|os.    S|nker,    Deer    Park,    50    ci 

I. 

": 

uhlc. 

* 

;l- 

E.  Be Oh 

».— U 

Si-So;  total,   

Kansas.  —  Burr  Oak  church,  S4  351  Washington 

Creek  church,  S7;  S.  M.  Brown,  Garden  Plain,  SH 

Pleasant  Plain  church,  Si. 75;  Belleville  church,  S4-20; 

a  brother  and  family,  Wade,  S2-5°;  Appanoose 
church,  S4.50;  Scott  Valley  church,  S3  1°;  Topeka 

church,  Ss;  New  Hope  church,  S3.64;  P  easant  View 
church,  S7.3S;  Barbara  Metsker,  Bond,Sl-3o;  total 

church 

Weller,  Rich'l-lill,  si;  D.  C.'  Hardman,  Hamilton, 
L-  P.  Donaldson,  Everett,  40  cents;  Wacanda  chu 
S/'-SS;  total 

nd    church,    S9-33;   Mineral   Creek 

Sunday  school,  S5  20;   Nevada 
S2.15;  S.  B.  Shirkey,  Rockingham,  S5:  Reuben 

Heislano  and  wife,  Hnaglin. 

Cupp,  Hoaglin.  50  cents;  Dame rents-  I.  li.  Clapper,  Hoaglin, 

day   school,   SIO.42;   a    brother, 

S74o;abrolhe Pcnnsylvani 
A.  Kelly,  Hun 

lurch.  SIS:  >i"b 
1  rents;  Anthony 

liller,  Hoaglin,  60 

Lick  Creek  Sun- 

Michiga».-S*gm™>  church,  SMS;  S 

Si  80;  Thornapple  church,  S5,
  Swan 

S1.86;  Woodland  church.  S10.7
5;  total.. 

27  85 
25  99 

brother  .11 

S;;   total. 

Missouri West    !  irg 

75 

r.  Viola,  SC 
wife,    Beatr 

Si. 12;  total,. 
:cnts;  total,. 

Pennsylvania.— 1\  brother  Welsh  Run,  50  cents; 
iig  Swatara  church,  S7.10;  total   5      7  60 

Illinois.— Yellow  Creek  church,  S5.56;  Sugar  Creek hurcli.  Si;  total   *       6  S6 
Nebraska—  Valley  County  Sunday  school,  si;  to-f       _  ̂ 

Ohi, -Margaret  A.  Walts,    Homerville,    50 

50 

MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  FUND. 

( Used  fit  tithe,  Missionary  or  Traet  Wort  ,„  needed  6,  the  
Co,,. 

Indiana.— Isaac   Miller,  Peru,  S1.20;  total   i 

irtha  Tfrombaugh,  Peru,  SS:  total, 

inia—  Sister  G.  M.   Hutchinson,  ;' 

hull 

E.  E 

r/hll. 

otal, 

II.  Kclley,  t'lumlield,  Si;  total,.. S  I  00 

Ohio—  Louisa  Davidson,  00  cents;  total   S  CO 

/  ■irginia  -A  sister,  50  cents;  total   s  50 

Missouri— A  sister,  Prairie    View  church,  25
  cents; 

total,.   *  25 

Kansas.   -  Cancy,  25  cents;  total,   S  25 

Total   S      ,oco 

Home  and  European  Fund   |   799  66 

^sr-r^^V-:::::.::::::"::::::::""*  ■;« 
A^!ri-;,nr:::::::::::::::::::':::^-^:;^fc73 Washington  Meetinghouse  1-  trod   S      10  90 

Interest  from  Missionary  Endowment  Notes   S      8,  20 

Interest  from  Tract  Endowment  Notes   s     61  92 

Total  Receipts   SI.9I '  54 

Total  number  of  Tracts  distributed,  34,523- 

Galen  B.  Rover,  Sec. 
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The  Gospel   Messenger, 
PnTsHihei  Weokl?,  t\  Sl.GQ  per  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Mofuus,  Illinois. 

D.  L.  Mii.li 
H.  B.  Brum 

r,  M junt  Morris,  III.,      j 

,  Huntingdon,  I'...,  j 

Enoch I'l.v,   1  ,...,i.|   II.,*,.   V\ 
.  DcoIct. 

I  the  paper  only.    Do  no[  attempt  to  interline 

3  communications  will  not  be  published. 
«  business  with  nrticles  for  publication.    Kc< 
tparato  slieets  Iron]  all  business. 

icious.    We  always  have  time  to  attend  to  bu 
of  imporlanco,  but  please  do  not  subject  III 

AT  a  preacher  does  six  days  in  the  week  will 
more  to  do  in  the  way  of  moulding  his  flock 
vhat  he  may  say  the  other  day  in  the  week 

Benjamin  F.  Stouffer,  four  miles  west  of 
mnt,  died  last  week.  In  his,  death  the  West 
church  loses  one  of  her  faithful  ministers. 

t  Is  mailed  each  week  I .    If  tho  ad 

Itivlng  par 

Branch  chur 

When   writing   to   any    of    our    missionaries 

Europe  or  Asia  do  not  forget  the  five  cents  po 
tage    required    for    each    half    ounce    or    fractic 
thereof. 

Two    have    been    baptized    in    the    Huntingto 
church,    Ind.,    since    Bro 
meetings  there,  making 

this  year. 

Rosenberger 
lixteen 

Mount  Morris,  III.,  February  : 1896. 

Six   applicants  for  men 
he  New  Dale  church,  Va. 

bership  are  reported  at 

Bro.  Andrew  Brumbaugh  reports  two  add 
at  the  East  Nimishillen  church,  Stark  Co.,  Ohi 

A  brother,  who  doe: 
after  teachers  who  prea 
"  I  never  could  get  any 

of  wolves." 

not  believe  in  running 
h  false  doctrine,  writes: 
nusic  out  of  the  howling 

The  District  Meeting  for  Southern  Missouri  ai 
Arkansas  will  be  held  in  the  Round  Mounta 

church,*  Arkansas,  April  30,  and  is  to  be  followi by  a  Ministerial  Meeting. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  about 

love  feast  announcements  being  placed  among  the 

standing  notices,  they  should  be  written  briefly  on 
a  card  or  slip  of  paper,  separate  and  apart  from  all 
other  business. 

Six 

Bro.  J.  H.  Mill 
at  that  place. 

The  General  Missionary 
sion  five  days  last  week  ; 
amount  of  business. 

are    reported    at 
ecently  held  a  serie 

Mexico,    Ind. 
of  meetings 

ntttee   was 

msacted   no 

Last  week  we  reported 
church  at  Harlan,  Iowa, 
since,  making  nine  in  all. 

to   the 

en    two 

ct  of  Ii 
arch  31, 

listerial  Meeting  for  the  Southern  Di 
diana  will  be  held  in  the  Arcadia  churci 
:ommencing  at  9  A.  M.,  standard  time. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  managed  the 
last  Annual  Meeting  with  becoming  and  commend- 

able economy,  as  a  surplus  of  Si, 21 1.86  was  turned 
over  to  the  Missionary  Committee. 

Some  people  say  we  need  an  improved  religion. 
Not  so.  The  religion  of  the  New  Testament  is  all 
right.  But  we  do  need  a  very  great  improvement 
among  those  who  profess  to  live  out  the  teachings a  body  of 

standard   in 

of   Christ and the apo stle s.     We neet 
members  \ vho com 

:  up to 
the  Go 

spel their  faith asv, ell  a the r  practi 
:e. 

On  another  page  of  this  issue  Bro.  Sar 
ser  presents  some  excellent  thoughts  c 
Ministerial  Meetings.  We  wish  to  emph; 
he  says  about  using  Scriptural  texts  f 
or  spending  the  time  1 
jects.  The  topics  shot 
helpful  to  the  ministe: 
The   chief  aim  of  these 

vhat 
lop,, 

ing  on  difficult  sub- 
;uch  as  may  prove 
others  who  attend. 

»s  is  to  develop  and 

Our be  of •re  than  ordinary 

give  us  his  im- 
iion    field 

interest.     Bro.   D.   L.    Mille 
pression   of   the   great    Ind 

Stover's  account  of  the  fir.t  love  feast,  held  byTh Brethren  in  India,  will  inspire  the  friends  of  that 
mission.  Bro.  Fercken  has  repeatedly  given  us  en- 

couraging news  from  Smyrna,  but  his  report  of the  organization  of  the  First  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  that  apostolic  city  will  be  the  best  news 

that  we  have  published  in  a  long  while  Then 

next,  but  not  least,  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh' will  tell us  of  his  drive  to  Hebron,  where  rest  the  remains 
of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  These  things  will 

reeade'rnsy  "^  *  ***  °'  ̂   M"SS  ̂   °UV  ™ny  I  b°th  °utwardly 

The  meetings  in  t 

dosed  with  twenty-o 

.pplicant.  There  £ 
mong  the  members, 

/ere  members'  children. 

Mississinewa  church,  Ind., 

baptized  and  one  additional 
0    be    great    rejoicing 
most  of  those  received 

Th, 

Ja„  has 

reward Bro.  Wm.  Hertzler,  of  Elizabethtowr 
been  called  from  his  labors  below  to  h: 
above.  He  died  Feb.  10.  At  one  time  he  was 
probably  the  youngest  preacher  in  the  Brother- 

hood, having  been  elected  to  the  ministry  when 
but  nineteen  years  old. 

Prof.  Huber,  long-identified  with  the  McPher 
on  College  as  the  instructor  in  ancient  languages 
as  gone  to  North  Branch,  Minn.,  to  spend  the  re 
winder  of  his  days  in  literary  work  at  the  home  oi 

high  as  a  philologist. 
1  he  is  consulted  as  au- 

.  Hube 
:ient  la 
linent  s 

and  in  the 

thority  by  eminent  scholars.  His  wife  died  a  short 
time  ago,  and  he  is  left  to  pursue  the  rest  of  life's 
journey  alone. 

We  are  asked  to  state  whether  it  is  right  for  a 
minister  to  work  among  the  members  in  behalf  of 
his  relatives,  and  plead  their  case  in  the  church 
councils?  If  done  prudently  and  fairly  it  may  be 
right,  and  yet  not  wise.  Ministers  do  not  want  to 
give  members  just  grounds  for  accusing  them  of 
knowing  people  after  the  flesh.  There  is  often 
more  wisdom  in  helping  relatives  to  keep  out  of 
trouble  than  in  helping  them  to  get  out  of  it 

We  are  told  that  among  our  pe 
attention  is  given  to  the  external  ; 
to  the  internal.  This,  we  must  co 
in  far  to 

>ple  toe nd  not  1 

for  good 
time  when 
ure,  who, 

nough 

orrect 

any  instances.  But  most  unfortunately 
some  of  those  who  maintain  that  too  much  time 
is  given  to  the  shell,  as  they  call  it,  and  not  enough to  the  inward  life,  are  themselves  at  fault  in  neg- 

lecting the  outward  manifestations  of  true  Chris- 
tianity. Were  they  only  models  outwardly,  as  they 

im  to  be  spiritually,  they  would  prove  a  power ■ur  Fraternity.  If  there  was  ever  a 
needed  people  of  high  spiritual  cult- 
epistles,  may  be  known  and  read  as 

they  are  seen,  it  is  now.  The  power  in  outward manifestations  is  waning  just  because  those  who 
claim  to  be  known  by  their  appearance  are  not 
living  up  to  the  spiritual  demands  of  the  Gospel 
The  cause  is  also  being  equally  weakened  by  those 
who  make  great  spiritual  pretensions  and  do 
not  properly  and  outwardly  exhibit  the  Gospel need  more  careful  living  along  these 

feel  sure  that  only  those  who  are 

.;  up  to  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament, inwardly,  are  acting  the  part 
of  consistency  before  God  and  man. 

There  are  few  things  in  which  people  are  more 
careless  than  that  relating  to  the  training  0f  the 

children.  In  many  localities  the  farm  stock  re 
ceives  more  intelligent  attention  than  do  the  chil 
dren.  And  even  some  of  our  own  people  show  an. 
indifference  in  this  department  of  Christian  labor 

that  is  by  no  means  commendable.  To  each  child 

has  been  given  a  body,  mind  and  soul,  and  to  neg- 
lect  any   one   of  these,   in  the  course  of  training 

detrimental  to  the  child.  We  suggest  that  each 
our  ministers  preach  a  sermon  along  this  line. 

jr  children  must  not  be  neglected. 

ANCIENT  LETTERS. 

demands 

Dr.  Herman  V.  Hilprecht,  in  a  very  able  com- 

munication to  the  Sunday  School  Times,  gives  some 

interesting  information  respecting  excavations  re* 
cently  made  at  Abu  Habba,  a  point  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Euphrates  River,  and  a  short  distance 
north  of  the  site  of  ancient  Babylon.  A  large 
number  of  clay  tablets  were  found,  some  of  them 

probably  dating  back  to  the  time  of  Abraham, 
if  not  one  or  two  hundred  years  before.  None  of 
them,  however,  contain  matter  of  special  value 
and  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  these  tablets 
that  the  people  of  that  remote  period  had  their 
manner  of  doing  business  and  their  own  peculiar 
method  of  communicating  with  each  other. 

Tablets  are  usually  in  the  form  of  brick,  having 
been  made  of  clay  and  written  upon  before  the 
clay  become  hardened.  These  tablets  were  sent 
to  persons  as  we  now  send  letters  or  postal  cards, 
and  answered  the  same  purpose.  Here  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  sent  by  a  young  man  to  his  father,  show- 

ing that  young  men  in  those  days,  away  from  home, 
could  not  always  get  just  what  they  needed  to 
eat,  and  consequently  applied  to  their  parents 
much  the  same  as  they  do  now: 

"To  my  father  from  Zimri-eramma.  May  the  gods Shamash  and  Marduk  keep  thee  alive  forever.  May  all  g& 
well  with  thee.  I  send  thee  [this  letter]  that  I  may  inquire 
after  thy  health.  Please  let  me  know  how  it  goes  with  thee. 
I  am  stationed  in  Dur-Sin,  on  the  canal  Bitimsikirim.  Where 
I  live  there  is  no  food  which  I  am  able  to  eat.  Here  is  the 
third  part  of  a  shekel  of  silver,  which  I  have  sealed  un,  and 
send  unto  thee.    Send  me  for  this  money  fresh  fish  and  other 

be 
In  the  collection  is  another  letter  that 

read  with  interest  for  the  reason  that  it  is  consid- 
ered to  be  written  by  a  young  man  to  his  intended. 

One  who  reads  this  must  remember  that  the  an- 
cients were  not  so  profuse  in  their  tokens  of  af- 
fection as  is  seen  in  the  love  letters  of  to-day: 

"To  Bibeya  from  Gimil-Marduk.  May  Shamash  and  Mar- duk allow  thee,  for  my  sake,  to  live  forever.  I  write  this  in 
order  to  inquire  after  thy  health.  Let  me  know  how  it  goes 
with  thee.  I  am  now  settled  in  Babylon,  and,  because  I  have 
not  seen  thee,  I  am  in  great  anxiety.  Send  [me]  news  when 
thou  wilt  come,  that  I  may  rejoice  at  it.  At  the  month  of 
Arakhsamna  [November-December]  come.  Mayest  thou,  for 

my  sake,  live  forever." It  would  afford  us  pleasure  to  learn  what  became 
of  Bibeya  and  Gimil-Marduk,  for  this  shows  that 
they  were  on  the  very  best  of  terms.  Of  course 
the  young  man  never  dreamed  that  his  love  letter 
would  be  read  by  millions  of  people  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  four  thousand  years  after  his  death. 
These  letters  also  show  that  people  in  remote 

antiquity  could  write  as  well  as  in  this  boasted  age 
of  education  and  culture.  They  knew  how  to  put 
their  thoughts  in  writing  in  a  manner  creditable 
to  any  race.  Those  who  maintain  that  books  and 
the  art  of  writing  were  unknown  in  the  time  of 
Abraham,  and  even  in  the  time  of  Moses,  are  non- 

plussed by  these  finds.  And,  by  the  way,  we  are 
not  yet  done  finding  tablets  prepared  by  the  an- 

cients. It  would  not  surprise  us  if  some  of  the 
excavations,  among  the  ancient  ruins  in  Bible 
lands,  should  bring  to  light  documents  giving  ad- 

ditional information  concerning  Noah  and  the  peo- 
ple before  the  flood.  These  discoveries  make  it 

hard  on  the  infidel  as  well  as  the  so-called  high- 
er critic. 

I.  H. 
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Number  Eight. 

NATIVE    BOMBAY — STREET   SCENES — JEWELRY- 
CHEWING. 

The    native  city,  or  old  Bombay,  as 

very   appropriately  called,    is   in   strikin 

many 

places  one  of  the  first cares  of  the  missionary is   to 
get  the  people  to 

ar  a  proper  amount  of cloth ng.     It   is   not   so ch  a  question  of  kind 
as   of quantity.     Childrs n jntil    they    are    six    or 
seven are  commonly  se vithout  clothing,  a  cord 

or   so 
metimes   a    white me tal    chain    is    fastened 

ay  be ntrast 

with  the  new  town  briefly  described  in  a  former 

letter.  It  has  the  characteristics  of  all  Oriental 

cities,  but  with  wider,  better,  cleaner  streets,  and 

more  orderly  people,  it  is  in  advance  of  the  native 

portion  of  most  Eastern  capitals.  The  natives  are 

kindly  disposed,  gentle  in  demeanor  and  respectful 

to  strangers.  They  have  the  reputation  of  being 

quiet,  peaceable  and  orderly,  except  when  aroused 

by  race  or  religious  prejudice.  Between  them  and 

the  quarrelsome,  yelling,  fanatical  Turk  and  Arab, 

found  in  many  parts  of  Asia  Minor,  there  is  a 

striking  contrast,  with  the  advantage  all  in  favor  of 

the  gentle  Hindu. 

To   me  it  was  a  source   of  constant  interest  and 

pleasure  to  wander  about  the  streets  of  the  native 

city  and  visit,  with  th 

the  people.     Thus,  by 
Hindus  in  their  home 

learned 

mssion es,  the  homes  of 

ng  in  contact  with  the 
ne  and  street  life,  more  was 

eks  of  their  mode  of  living  and 

could  have  be habits  of  life  th 

any  other  way. 

In  the  bazaars, — the  streets  on  which  all  kinds  of 

goods   are    sold,— one    never    tires    of    wandering 

about   and   seeing  sights  strange  to  the  Western 

eye.     Here  are  flashes  of  brilliant  color,  and  scenes 

of  lively  animation  to  be  witnessed  nowhere   but 

in  India.    The  little,  den-like  shops  on  either  side 

of  the  street,  with  the  dealer  sitting  in  the  midst 

of  his  curious  merchandise,  patiently  but  anxious- 

ly awaiting  a  customer,  is   always   a  sight   worlh 

seeing.     Then   there   are    crowds    and    crowds    of 

Asiatic  humanity,  especially  after  the  heat  of  the 

day  has  passed,  when  everybody  seems  to  be  out 

of  doors.     People,  young  and  old,  great  and  small, 

men,    women    and    children,    some   in   gay-colored 

dresses,   "  but  most  with   next  to   none  at  all,"  are 

coming  and   going  in   constant  streams.     I  said  to 

Bro.   Stover,   "Surely  the  people  of  Old  Bombay 

all  live  on  the  streets,"  and  the  remark  was  quite 

in  line  with   the   truth.     Here,   in   open  shop  and 

veranda,  on  sidewalk  and  street,  the  native  Indian 

does   a  hundred  things  openly  that  we  do  indoors 

in   the  United   States.     The   carpenter,   the  chair- 

maker,  the  furniture-maker  and  the  shoe-maker  
all 

have  their  shops  in  the   open  air.     The  gold  and 

silver-smith,    who    fashion  the  ornaments  so  dear
 

to   the    hearts    of   all   barbarous   and  half-civiliz
ed 

people,— with  shame  it  must  be  added,   and  man
y 

professing  Christians.-skillfully  plies  his  
trade  be- 

fore the  multitude.    You   may    see    him    making 

chains   for   the   head   and    neck,   bracelets  f
or  the 

arms  and  ankles,  and  rings  for  the  toes,  ear
s  and 

nose.     The  barber  shaves  and  shampoos  his   
cus- 

tomer on  the  sidewalk,  the  baker  mixes  his  flour 

and  bakes   his  bread  in  full  sight  of  his  cust
omers, 

the   weaver   throws    his   shuttle   and   rolls    up    his 

web  of  cloth   in   the  broad  glare  of  sunlight,
  and 

so  the  work  and  the  crowd  moves  on  until 
 night, 

about  the  waist  with  a  charm  attached.  When 

they  are  older  clothing  is  worn,  but  this  is  only 
a  cloth  for  the  loins,  and  among  the  very  poor 

little  more  is  ever  worn,  even  in  coldest  weather. 

As  the  mercury  rarely  falls  below  sixty-five  degrees 
they  do  not  suffer.  The  wealthy  class  wear  very 

thin  and  often  very  rich  clothing. 

Shoes  and  stockings  are  never  worn  by  the  com- 

mon people.     Sandals  are  sometimes  used,  but  the 

rule  is  to  go  without  cover  for  the   feet  or  the 

lower  limbs  except  among  the  females  who  wear 

many  rings.     It  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  see 
women  with  the  lower  limbs  literally  covered  with 

rings  or  bands  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee.     Among 

the  poor  the  ankle  rings  are   made  of  brass,  and, 

taken  together,  those  worn  by  one  woman  weigh 

from  eight  to  ten  pounds.     The  bands  do  not  fit 

tightly,  but  rest  loosely  one  on  top  of  the  other. 
I   have   often   seen  women   stop   by   the  wayside, 

gather  a  few  leaves  and  tuck  them  under  the  lower 

ring  where  it  rested  on  the   foot,  to  keep  it  from 

cutting  into  the  flesh.     It  is,  of  course,  a  great  in- 

convenience, but  it's  the  fashion,  and  she  only  does 
what  millions  of  her  more  enlightened  sisters  do 

in  Europe  and  America,— suffers  the  inconvenience 

for  the   sake  of  being   in  the  fashion.    The  arms, 

from   elbow  to  wrist,  are   in  like  manner  covered 

with  bracelets  or  bands  of  metal,  glass  and  ivory. 

Then  the   ears   are   pierced   all   around  the  outer 

rim   and  a  half  dozen  rings  are  worn  in  each.     The 
ts  burden  of  ornament.     Great 

the  mouth,  hang  from  the  na- 

npletion  of  bodily  ornamenta- 

tion is  only  reached  when  each  of  the  fingers  and 

the  thumbs  and  the  ten  toes  are  all  supplied  with 

rings.    This   may  all  seem  like  exaggeration,  but 

it   is   only   a   plain  statement  of  facts  w:" 
thousand   times   and   more 

nust  be 

sal   organ. 

iince   I 
been 

Indi; 

The  love  for  ornaments  reaches  its  highest 

limit  among  the  lower  classes  and  the  ignoran
t 

idol  worshipers.  The  educated  and  wealthy  wear
 

jewelry  in  great  profusion  and  of  immense  
value, 

e  moderate  as  to  quantity.  Indeed 

love  of  display  along  this  line  that cause  of  the 

ef  twilight,  falls  quickly  upon  the  c
ity, 

nds  of  the  moving  mass,  cove
ring 

irith  their  loin-cloths,  lie  down  on  
the 

t  and  sleep  away  dull  care.  P
assing 

le  same  streets  in  the  early  morni
ng 

;  the  people  making  their  simpl
e  toilet 

air  and  getting  ready  for  the
ir  day's work. 

In  hot  climates  where  winter  is  unknown
,  the 

natives  wear  but  scanty  "clothing,  and  this  is  t
rue 

of  Central  and  Southern  India.  Even  the  commo
n 

demands   of   decency  .are   often  neglected,  and  in 

with  but  bri 

Then  thousa 

themselves  \ 

street  to  res 

through  the; 

one  may  sei 
in  the  open 

there  were 

but   are 

political  economists  give  as  the  mai 

poverty  existing  in  India  money  spent  for  jewel
ry 

Speaking  on  this  subject  one  authority  say
s:  "  In- 

dia has  been  called  the  grave  of  the  prectou:
 

metals.  It  now  absorbs  about  one-fourth 
 of  thi 

gold  and  one-third  of  the  silver  produced  thr
ough 

out  the  world."  According  to  the  last  cen
sus 

r  hundred  and  one  thousand,  five 

ghty-two  goldsmiths  in  India.  This 

vast  army  of  workmen  are  constantly  engag
ed  in 

melting  gold  coins  and  shaping  them 
 into  curious 

ornaments  for  their  customers.  The  only 
 gold 

coins  I  have  seen  in  India  were  those  I 
 brought 

with  me  and  these,  after  being  exchanged 
 for  silver 

rupees  went  into  the  goldsmith's  pot
. 

-  In  view  of  this  inordinate  desire  among  the  pe
o- 

ple all  over  the  world  for  ornaments,  it  i
s  no  won- 

der that  the  Holy  Scriptures  contain  a  po
sitive  in- 

junction against  wearing  gold  and  pearls 
 for 

bodily  adornment.  And  yet  how  man
y  professing 

Christians  there  are  who  pay  no  heed  t
o  this  plain, 

sensible  commandment!  Even  mi
ssionaries  who 

are  sent  out  to  lead  these  people  
to  the  lowly 

Man  of  Sorrows  come  wearing  jewelry
.  What  an 

example  they  give  to  their  poor
,  heathen  sisters! 

If  this  letter  comes  to  the  notice  
of  any  of  these 

jewelry-loving  missionaries  I  beseec
h  them  by  the 

mercies  of  God  to  lay  aside  their  
rings  and  jewels 

that  they  may  the  better  lead  the  heathen  away 

from  idolatry.  One  said  to  me  not  long  ago: 

"  The  reason  why  Christianity  is  not  more  readily 

accepted  here  is  because  so  many  Christians  give 

such  bad  examples." 
Speaking  of  cus'oms  brings  us  to  another  very 

peculiar  habit  seen  all  over  India.  Walking 

through  the  streets  I  noticed  that  many  of  those 

whom  I  met  had  their  lips  and  teeth  colored  as 

with  blood.  I  soon  learned  that  this  was  caused 

by  chewing  pan,  which  answers  to  the  opium  of 
China  and  the  tobacco  habit  in  the  United  States, 

though  it  is  but  fair  to  say  for  the  heathen  that 

pan  is  not  so  injurious  as  either  opium  or  tobacco.   -' 
I  stop  at  one  of  the  little,  box-like  shops  where 

the  dealer  is  busily  engaged  in  serving  his  numer- 

ous customers  with  a  "  chew."     He  has  by  his  side 

a   large   quantity   of  green    pan    leaves   about   the 
size  of  the   leaf  of  the  oak.     Taking  one  of  these 

in  his  hand  he   places  in  the  center  of  it  a  small 

quantity  of  slaked  lime  from  a  tin  can  at  his  side. 
Then   he  puts  on  the   lime  a  small  portion  of  the 
betel     nut    with    cinnamon,    cardamus    and    other 

spices.     The  leaf  is  then  carefully  folded  over  these 

ingredients.     The   folds  are  held   together  on  top 

by  a  clove  inserted  like  a  pin.     The  little  package, 
about   the   size   of  a  large  fig,   is  taken   from   the 

dealer  and   goes   at   once   into   the   mouth   of  the 
chewer.     The  saliva  at  once  becomes  red,  and  gives 

the  chewer's    lips    and    teeth    the    repulsive    and 

frightful  appearance  of  a  blood-drinker.     When  I 

first  saw  them  I  felt  sure  that  each  one  had  taken 

a  mouthful   of  blood.     It  is  said  pan  is  a  tonic  and 

hence  good   for  the   health.    The  spices  make  it 

aromatic    and    slightly    astringent    to    the    taste, 

while  the  lime  mixed  with  the  juice   of  the   pan 

leaf  and  betel   nut  turns'  it  to  the  color  of  blood. 

Great  splotches   of   red   saliva    from    the    mouths 

of  the  chewers  are  to  be  seen  on  the  sidewalks  and 

about  their  houses,   reminding  one  of  our  tobacco 

chewers  at  home.    The   fact   is  that   in  a  choice 

between  the  two,  tobacco  or  pan,  I  should  prefer 

the  latter,  even  if  it  is  a  heathen  custom.     It  gives 

the  breath  a  pleasant  odor,  and  is  not  nearly  so 

filthy  as  tobacco.     Then,  too,  the  heathen  can  ex- 
cuse  its   use   on   the  ground   that   it    is  healthful, 

while  tobacco  is  known  to  destroy  the  nerves  and 

to   produce   evil  effects.     Yes,  we  turn  away  from 

the  Christian  (?)  tobacco   chewer  to  the  heathen 

pan  muncher. Pan  chewing  is  a  national  custom  in  India,  and 
e  natives  it  is  offered  to 

ered  rude  not  to  accept  it. 

icans    are    excused    on  the 

everywhere  among 

guests  and  it  is  con 

Europeans  and  An 

ground  of  nationality.  During  our  first  week  
in 

Bombay,  wife  visited  some  Hindu  ladies  and  
she 

brought  home  with  her  the  pan  which  she  
could 

not,  according  to  the  rules  of  politeness,  refuse  
to 

take.  Neither  of  us  felt  like  chewing  it.  Bishop 

Heber,  the  Indian  missionary,  however,  tried  
it. 

In  his  diary,  June  24,  1824,  is  found  this  
entry: 

"  I  tried  chewing  pan  to-day  and  thought  it  not 

unpleasant;  at  least  I  can  easily  believe  
that  where 

it  is  fashionable  people  may  soon  grow  very  
fond 

of  it.  It  is  warm  and  pungent.  My  servants  
fancy 

it  is  good  for  the  teeth;  but  they  do  not  
all  take 

it  I  see  about  half  the  crew  without  the  
stain 

on  their  lips;  but  I  do  not  think  the  teeth  of  
others 

are  better." 
Americans  and  Europeans  rarely,  if  ever,  acquire 

the  habit  of  chewing  pan.  They  regard  it
  dis- 

gusting to  appear  with  lips  and  teeth  stained  red.
 

This  appears,  after  all,  to  be  simply  a  di
fference 

of  taste  as  to  color.  We  know  many  Americ
ans 

who  do  not  object  in  the  least  to  having  their  lips
 

and  teeth  stained  yellow  with  tobacco  juice,  and
 

their  breath  made  offensive  by  the  noxious  w
eed. 

Surely  great  is  the  god  of  habit!  D.  L.  M. 
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•HOMELAND*  FAMILY**— 

Oh,  when  I  t;ike  my  gulden  harp  at  last, 
And  touch  a  little,  just  to  try  their  swcetn 
I  he 

|>;I« oft-l 
nedr in  the 

Of  angel-workmanship,  what  shall  1  do, 
Just  bnm  into  the  glory  of  that  place, 

So  full  of  the  great  gladness  of  being  there, 

So  thankful  that  I  hold  my  harp  at  last, 

So  timid  that  my  fingers  are  untaught, 

So  rapt  with  the  grand  strains  of  others  playing, 

What  shall  I  do— all  tears  being  wiped  away — 
If  I  for  joy  may  not  burst  into  weeping, 

And  sob  my  gladness  out  in  some  sweet  place? 
—Mrs.  M.  P.  A.  Croiicr. 

FORQIVE  AND  FORQET. 

ItV   HMWAKII   MM  I 

We  often  hear  the  caption  of  this  article,  and  it 
is  one  of  those  sayings  that  has  so  often  been  re- 

peated that  we  do  not  stop  to  think  of  its  real 

import.  In  practice  we  may  and  do  forget  things 
in  which  we  are  not  personally  and  directly  con- 

ed, but  a  personal  injury,  real  or  imaginary,  we 
are  apt  to nber long  as  we   remember  the 

person  inflicting  it.  And  it  can  not  be  helped. 
Unfortunately  we  have  no  sense  of  forgetfulness. 
It  may  be  that  we  can  so  relate  ourselves  to  the 

individual  that  it  will  not  appear  as  though  there 
had  ever  been  anything  wrong,  and  this  I  take  to 
be  the  true  meaning  of  the  saying.  It  appears 
from  the  ethics  of  Christianity  that  forgiveness  is  a 
continuous  and  unvarying  demand.  There  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  no  question  as  to  the  number  of  times 

the  exercise  of  forgiveness  should  be  applied,  and 
it  is  the  province  of  the  church  as  well  as  the  in- 

dividual to  forgive  anybody  of  every  wrong-doing 
as  long  as  there  is  an  expression  of  a  desire  for 
such  action.  It  may  be  certain  that  as  we  see  the 
individual  and  the  wrong  they  will  come  together 
again,  and  the  same  moral  tragedy  will  be  re- 
enacted.  With  that  we  have  little  to  do,  nothing 
perhaps,  if  the  remedy  is  beyond  our  reach,  but  we 
are  bound  to  forgive  the  repeated  wrong  as  long  as 
we  ask  God  to  forgive  us  our  trespasses. 

But  how  about  forgetting  the  whole  matter? 
Here  is  a  nice  point  to  consider,  and  there  are 
rocks  under  what  appears  to  be  deep  water  and 
clear  sailing.  If  a  man  cheats  me,  willfully  and  de- 

liberately, I  may  and  must  forgive  him,  but  am  I  to 
forget  it  and  allow  myself  to  be  duped  again  and 
again? 

Most  certainly  not.  And  the  fact  is  that  we 
do,  most  emphatically,  remember  the  wrong,  and 
that  it  is  pure  nonsense  if  the  offense  is  a  great 
one,  to  talk  of  forgetting  it  in  the  sense  of  no  more 
remembering  it. 

What  we  are  to  do  under  the  Christian  law  is  to 
not  repay  him  in  the  same  coin,  but  to  return  him 
good  for  the  evil  he  has  wrought.  A  better  pre- 

sentation of  the  Christian's  duty  would  be  mirrored 
in  the  phrase,  "  Forget  and  repay  in  gold."  He  who 
can  do  this  and  who  does  do  it  has  gone  a  long 
ways  on  the  road  to  a  higher  life. 

Lewisburg,  Pa. 

YOUR  MOTHER. 

SELECTED  BV  DAVID  MILLER. 

Boys,  do  you  show  your  mother  the  love  and 
respect  due  her?  Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that 
a  mother's  love  is  a  boon  you  enjoy  but  once  in 
this  life?  You  don't  remember  it,  but  away  back yonder,  when  your  face  was  burning  up  with  fever 
your  lips  dry  and  parched,  she  kissed  you  No  one 
else  was  tempted  to  do  it.  Through  all  the  years 
of  your  childhood  the  magic  of  her  kiss  cured  your 
patn,  when  you  received  your  first  injuries  in  your 
contact  with  the  world.  Then,  during  the  long nights,  when  she  watched  by  your  couch,  when  no 
one  else  was  near,  how  her  voice  or  touch  soothed 
the  aching  head  and  brought  sweet  sleep  to  tired 
eyes!     Her  many  acts  of  kindness  and  love  have 

been  out  on  interest  for  many  years.  Try,  as  you 

may,  you  can  never  pay  the  debt  you  owe  her  in health. 

You  think  little  of  mother,  and  the  wrinkled  face 

is  not  as  pretty  as  it  once  was,  but  in  sickness  that 

face  would  he  sweeter  than  an  angel's.  As  it  bent 

over  you,  lighted  up  with  a  mother's  love,  the 
wrinkles  would  be  ripples  of  sunshine  on  the  face. 

Mother  won't  be  with  you  always!  Some  day 
those  tired  hands  that  have  done  so  much  for  you 
will  be  crossed  in  rest.  Those  lips,  which  gave  you 

your  first  baby  kiss,  will  be  closed  forever.  Eyes 

that  watched  you  day  and  night  will  open  in  eterni- 
ty. When  she  is  gone  you  will  appreciate  her,  but 

then  it  will  be  too  late.  If  you  have  kind  words, 

speak  them  now  while  she  can  hear  them.  If  you 

give  her  flowers,  do  it  while  she  can  enjoy  the'r 
beauty  and  fragrance.  Don't  wait  to  hide  her  cas- 

ket with  them!  Be  to  her  in  all  things  what  she  is 

to  you,  and  you  cannot  imagine  how  it  will  brighten 

up  her  life. 
THE  RELIfJlOUS  VEIL.— i  Cor.  n:  3  16. 

BY  I.  BENNETT  TROUT. 

Before  reading  this  article,  the  reader  is  re- 
quested to  carefully  examine  both  the  Authorized 

and  the  Revised  Versions  of  the  Scripture  referred 
to  above. 

Paul  first  sets  forth  the  law  of  relation  as  to 

rank,  between  God,  Christ,  man  and  woman. 

Verse  3.  The  order  is:  God,  the  head  of  Christ; 
Christ,  the  head  of  man;  man,  the  head  of 
woman.  The  reader  will  notice  that  this  is  a  law 
in  the  religious  realm  and  not  simply  confined  to 
the  social  relation.  Therefore  Paul  says  nothing 
about  the  marriage  relation,  but  uses  the  word  man 
to  include  all  men,  and  the  word  woman  to  in- 

clude all  women,  whether  married  or  unmarried. 
This  is  apparent  from  the  fact  stated  in  Gal.  3:   28, 
Neither  male  nor  female;  for  ye  are  all  one  in 

Christ  Jesus." This  law  of  relation,  as  stated  in  verse  three, 
cannot  be  confined  to  Corinth  or  any  other  sinoie 
locality,  in  its  application.  It  must  apply  to  all 
the  world,  wherever  the  New  Testament  is  ac- 

cepted. We  give  as  our  argument,  in  support  of 
a  universal  application  of  this  law  of  relation:  (1) 
This  law  is  a  regulation  in  the  family  of  God,  and 
(2)  this  family  is  part  above  and  part  on  earth. 
"  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  (1.  e.,  I  pray),  unto the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the 
whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named." 
Eph.  3:  14,  15. 

Paul  gives  this  law  of  relation  as  the  reason  why 
man  should  neither  be  covered  nor  veiled,  verse 
7,  and  also  as  the  reason  why  the  woman  should 
or  ought  to  be  veiled.  Verses  8-10.  In  verses  7- 
12  he  argues  that  this  law  of  relation  is  proper and  correct. 

After  thus  arguing  its  validity  (I  mean  the  va- 
lidity of  the  law  in  verse  3),  he  enforces  his  argu- 
ment in  defense  of  the  religious  veil   by  appealing 

(1)  to  human  judgment,  verse  ,3,  asking,  if,  in  view 
of  the  law  of  relation,  verse  3,  they  can  judge  oth- 

erwise, than  that  the  woman  ought  to  be  veiled 
(2)  To  nature,  aside  from  religion,  asking  if  the 
fact,  that  the  woman  has  a  covering  in  nature 
which  the  man  must  not  use,  is  not  sufficient  to 
convince  them  that  the  woman  ought  to  be  veiled 
in  religious  services,  and  the  man  uncovered? 
Verses  14,  15.  His  bringing  nature  in  as  a  teacher, 
or  illustrator  of  the  religious  veil,  cuts  off  our  right to  call  the  natural  growth  of  hair  such  veil  The 
material,  or  object,  used  in  the  illustration,  cannot 
be  the  same  as  the  thing,  the  truth,  or  the  princi- 

ple taught, 

We  have,  then,  at  least,  three  arguments  given 
by  Paul,  in  support  of  the  veil:  (,)  The  divine law  of  relation,  verse  3.  (2)  Human  judgment 
verse  .3.  (3)  Nature,  or  the  fact  that  God  has 
allowed  the  woman  long  hair  as  a  mark  of  dis- tinction,  verse  15. 

In  verse  16  Paul  declares  that  none  of  the 
hurches  of   God   refuse   to   observe   the  religious 

veil.  If  all  the  churches  of  God  observed  the 

practice,  and  he  says  they  did,  verse  16,  and  if  the 
law  of  relation,  given  in  verse  3,  was  the  primary 

reason,  and,  since  God's  law  is  still  abiding  and 
shall  continue,  Matt.  24:  35,  then  it  is  proved 
that,  whenever  and  wherever  there  is  a  church 

worshiping  God  according  to  the  New  Testament, 

the  religious  veil  must  be  used.     Observe: 
( 1 )  That  if  we  call  the  hair  the  veil,  then  verses 

15  and  16  contradict  verses  3-14. 
(2)  That  the  veil  is  to  be  a  thin,  net-like  fabric, 

therefore  bonnets,  hoods,  plain  hats,  etc.,  do  not 
answer  the  purpose. 

(3)  That  the  veil  can  be  put  on  or  removed  at 
will,  therefore  it  is  not  the  hair. 

(4)  That  the  veil  is  a  "sign  of  authority"  or 
"power  on  her  head"  "because  of  the  angels," 
not  because  of  her  husband,  therefore  it  should  be 

something  different  from  the  usual  head-dress,  and 
no  other  covering,  as  a  bonnet,  hood,  etc.,  should 

be  kept  over  it  during  worship.  Also  the  Oriental 
face-veil  will  not  answer  the  purpose. 

(5)  That  the  veil  is  to  be  used  during  the  season 
of  prayer  or  prophecy,  therefore  it  need  not  be 
worn  constantly,  but  ought  to  be  worn  while  at  the 
family  altar,  at  the  table  while  thanks  are  returned, 
and  during  public  worship. 

(6)  The  following  facts: 
(«■)  All  Protestant  churches  of  one  hundred 

years  old  have  observed  it  during  the  early  part 
of  their  career. 

(i)  There  is  no  more  appropriate  form  of  veil 

than  the  "cap,"  for  it  fills  the  Scriptural  require- ments in  every  sense. 

(c)  Many  of  our  members,  elders  and  ministers 
included,  are  .too  indifferent  about  its  observance. 

(d)  Those  who  disregard  a  proper  observance 
of  its  use,  dishonor  both  God  and  Christ,  and 
shall  certainly  not  escape  suffering  loss. 

Lanark,  III. 

-~~*  CORRESPONDENCE  «-■■ 

tS^Cliurch  News  solicited  lor  this  Departrr 

Notes  of  Travel  s e  of  church,  county  and  state.    Bi 
s  possible.    Land  or  other  advertisements  i 
nit.    Our  advertising;  columns  afford  ample 

The  Old  Folks'  Home  of  Kansas. 

I  recently  took  an  old  brother  to  the  Home, 

and  as  the  Brethren  were  having  a  series  of  meet- 

ings under  good  headway,  I  remained  ten  days 
and  assisted  them  in  the  good  work.  This  gave 

me  a  good  chance  to  get  acquainted  with  the 

Home  and  its  working--,  and,  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  do  not  know  much  ahout  the  Home, 
I  feel  to  say  that  the  Home  is  an  honor  to  the 
Brethren  of  Kansas.  If  all  those  members  who 
have  donated  means  for  that  Home  could  see  the 
aged  brethren  and  sisters  so  comfortably  situated, 

enjoying  pleasant  seasons  of  worship  together  as 
one  family,  they  would  realize  that  their  money 
is  well  spent.  There  are  now  eight  members  there, 
and,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  they  are  all  well 
pleased  and  contented.  The  Home  is  out  of  debt, 
but  there  will  be  more  means  needed,  as  it  is  not 
entirely  self-supporting.  The  Home  is  within 
about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  meetinghouse, 
with  a  good  working  membership,  presided  over 
by  Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  assisted  by  A.  F.  Miller  and 
w-  A  Rose-  C.  S.  Holsinger. Belleville,  Kans. 

From  Jerlco,  Mo. 

We  are  now  trying  to  do  what  we  can,  in  our 
feeble  way,  to  help  along  the  cause  of  our  Master 
in  Cedar  County,  Mo.,  where  is  located  a  small 
body  of  members  in  and  around  Jerico.  Our  great- 

est need  is  a  house  of  worship,  and,  by  the  Lord's 
help,  we  shall  endeavor  to  have  one  built  and  paid 
for  in  time  to  hold  our  fall  love  feast.  When  once 
we  have  a  house  of  our  own,  a  large  membership 
can  be  reasonably  expected.  The  church  here 
has  passed   through   some  dark    sceqes,    but    the 
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T^^arepassing  away  and  We  look  f0f  a  season 
(refreshing    and    prosperity.     

A    number 

„ved   among   us   and   some  are  being  
concerned 

Tut  their  spiritual  welfare.    We  shall  
endeavor, 

teVord  willing,  to  hold  regular  serv
ices  at  thr 

, ff.rent  places  until  our  house  is  completed.     O 

,1  ne  we  notice  here,  as  well  as  at  ot
her  places, 

1se  teachers  have  been  busy  teaching  fo
r  doctnn 

f     commandments  of  men,  and  people  ha\ 

"        thoroughly  disgusted,  and  long  for  the  true 

Bread   of   Life.    The   interest    manifested    
at    the 

meetings  of  the  Brethren  confirms  us 
 in  our  b 

Uei  that  good  will  surely  result.    There  
is  plenty 

f  work  here  for  more  of  God's  faithful  
ministers, 

that  are  not  afraid  to  preach  the  entire  
Word,  but 

that  Will  stand  up  boldly  in  defense 
 of  primit 

Christianity.    There   is   also   plenty   of   
room    and 

work  for  any  number  of  loyal,  loving  
brethren  and 

sisters    and  we  will  cordially  welcome 
 all  such  in- 

to   our    midst.    We    solicit    correspondence    
with 

aanm  from  Brethren  desiring  cheap  h
omes. 

5ta    p  W.  H.  Miller. 

From  Kjefllnge,  Sweden. 

Death  of  Eld.  Joseph  Hoover. 

Jan.  22,  1896,  our  beloved  elder,  Joseph  H._ 

passed  suddenly  and  peacefully  away,  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  five  months  and  four  days.  He  was 

born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  near  Mansfield, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Middlebury,  Ind.  He  was 

ed  to  Elizabeth  Brubaker,  of  Ohio,  Sept.  11 

1S51.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  on. 
of  whom  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world  May  13, 

UN  12  I  took  the  train  to  Hor.  Ther
e  I  had  a 

good  meeting  at  Fogdarod.  Next
  morning  I  start- 

ed to  Waneberga,  where  I  met  with  
Bro.  Anderson, 

from  Limhamn.  Jan.  13  we  walk
ed  to  Bokeberg 

at  Bro.  P.'  Nils'  home.  After  we  e
xamined  the 

ooor  fund,  we  had  a  good  meeting.
  Jan.  14  we 

walked  to  Onestad  for  meeting.  Jan
.  15  we  walked 

t0  Lomarp  for  meeting.  Jan.  16  
we  had  a  good 

meeting  in  the  Brethren's  meeti
nghouse  at  Wane- 

berga Before  I  came  to  Waneberga  
Bro.  Ander- 

son? together  with  Bro.  P.  Jonson,  had
  visited  many 

other  places  about  Waneberga. 

Ian  17  we  left  Waneberga  and
  visited  the  mem- 

hers   in   Hor     We   had    two    deli
ghtful    meetings 

j     1        ,    ™,mr;l  meeting      In   1893  there 
there  and  also   a  council-meeiiiig.  

»sj 

were  nine  members,  but  for  the 
 present  there  are 

only  three.  Jan.  19  we  returned 
 to  my  home,  Kjef- 

itoge,  and  had  a  good  meeting  a
t  7  o  clock  Jan 

'  -o  Bro  Anderson  bade  farewell  to  me  and 
 started 

for  his  home  at  Limhamn.  Feb.  6  
Bro.  Risberg  is 

to  be  free  from  his  prison  and  Bro.
  A^  Gustafeson 

Feb.  9.    ,     

Mission  Report. 

The  following  is  the  report 
 of  mission  work 

done  in  the  Middle  District  of 
 Missouri  during  the 

past  year,  beginning  April  .8,  .8
95,  "P  to  date,  Feb. 

He  united  with  the  German  Baptist  or  Breth 

church  in  1866.     He,  with  his  wife,  was  among  th 

first  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  then 

belonging  to  the  Rock   Run  church.     He  was  th" 
first  minister  in  the   Pleasant  Valley  church.     H 

ilected  to  the  ministry  in   1869.     He  was  01 

aiuedto  the  eldership  in  1879.     After  the  death 

of  Eld.  J.  B.  Shoemaker  he  was  intrusted  with  the 

oversight  of  the  church. 

He  was  a  zealous  worker  for  the  Lord  and  in 

strumental  in  building  up  the  church.  He  lived 
 to 

see  all  of  his  children  become  members  of  t
h 

church,  which  was  a  great  comfort  to  hi 

old  days.  His  work  on  earth  is  done,  and  
he  has 

gone  to  his  reward.  The  church  has  lost 
 a  faithful 

worker,  and  the  family  a  kind  and  lovi
ng  father. 

They  will  miss  him  very  much.  He  leave
s  his  wife 

and  six  children,  one  a  cripple  who  walks 
 with  two 

crutches  Many  warm  friends  are  
left  to  mourn 

their  loss.  He  was  buried  in  the  P
leasant  Valley 

cemetery  Jan.  25.  Funeral  services  
by  Bro.  I.  L 

Berkey,  assisted  by  the  Brethren,  from  
Fsa.  42:  5 

Christian  Schroc 

family— M   treated  alike!     It   was   astonishing  
to 

to  see  those  little  folks,  after  a  stay  of  six  or 

twelve   months   at  the   Home,  acquire  such  good 

habits   and  manners.    They  are  taught  to   speak 

kindly  to  visitors.     I  saw  them  sit  at  the  table  to 

eat.     All    sat    quiet.     A   young   sister   called    out. 

Then   they   folded   their  hands.     "Two." 

Then  they  bowed   their    heads.     "Three."    
Then 

they  prayed  the   Lord's  Prayer  in  concert.     Wh
en 

they    wished   anything,   one    hand    would   go    up. 

They   were   asked   what  they    wanted,    and    then 

helped  to  it.     Why  not  have  such  good  order  in  o
ur 

,wn   homes,    and   train  the  little  ones  from  thei
r 

youth  up?    Some  parents  should  be  there  a  wh
ile, 

light  learn  many  good  lessons, 

iro.  Levi  Miller,  the  founder  of  both  Homes,  did 

good  work  when  he  donated  SlO.000  for  the  hom
e- 

less     Many   good   brethren   who   have   plenty    of 

means  might  be  a  blessing  to  mankind  if  they  wou
ld 

follow  his  example.    The  Lord  has  blessed  s
ome 

members  with  much  means.    Why  not  do  good  to 

the  poor,  and  also  remember  the  mission  
work  ov- 

the  entire  world?  J.  H.  Miller. 

Goshen,  M.,  Feb.  ii. 

7,  1896: 
Number  of  meetings  held   
Number  of  Sundays  spent, 
Number  of  week  days  spent,  ■ 
Number  baptized,   
Number  reclaimed   

Number  received  by  letter,.  • 
Number  of  love  feasts,   
Traveling  expenses  and  othe 
Expense  for  time   

From  Barren  Ridge,  Va. 

Dec    8,   1895,  our  elder,  Sam
uel  Dnv 

Barren  Ridge  church,  Va.,  c
ommenced 

meetings  at  Forest  Chapel -a 
 church  on  th 

2         of  the  above  church  distric
t.     The  first  f 

ights  the  weather  was  very  rainy
   and   the   con 

gregations     small.     As    the    me
eting    progressed, 

interest  increased,  with  good,  
attentive  congre- 

gations.    The  meetings  closed  Dec.  21.    
 Two  were 

gdded  to  the  church  by  confession
   and  baptism. 

There  were  also  Communion  
services  at  the  same 

nlace  on  the  evening  of  Dec
.  21. 

P  Feb    .  the  members  of  the  Barren
  Ridge  church 

convened  in  quarterly  council
.    Among  the   busi- 

ness of  the  day  was  the  organizat
ion  of  a  Sunday 

school   for  the  coming  summer^
   beginning :  Apnl 

c      Brethren  Joseph  Cline,  A. 
 B.   Early  and  DC 

Flory  of  the  Middle  River  
congregation,  were  with 

us     Their  presence  was  very
  much  appreciated. 

us-     lne    v  N.  Walter  Coffman. 

Feb.  5.  _____   

From  Mexico,  Ind. 

cidentals,. 
■t  58  75 
■Sioo  50 

Israel  Cripe. 
Warrcmburg,  Mo. 

Notice. 

Sometime   ago   the   reader
s   of  the   Messenger 

-especially     those     of    Easter
n     Pennsylvan     - 

were    notified    about  the    "Re
port   of   the   Breth 

ren's    Ministerial     Meeting."   
  This    informs   then 

that    the     Clerk     has     still    se
veral    hundred    o, 

hand,  and  it  is  desired  that
  they  be  at  work  and 

do   good.    The   way   the   "cov
ering"   sub)  c    was 

ventilated,    makes   the    Repo
rt   of   special  interest  [ 

to  all  who  have  any  desire  to  learn  the  
      g 

idea  of  it,  as  held  and  pra
cticed  by  all  churches 

when  they  first  came  to  this 
   country,    and   which 

"original  idea"  is  still  held,  pr
acticed  and  defend 

ed  by  the  majority  of  the  m
embers  of  the  Brethren 

church  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 

Send   your  order  soon   and
  enclose  as  much  as 

you   feel   proper  towards  de
fraying  expenses,  but 

not  more  than  five  cents  apiece.     At  a
ny  rat 

your  order.     Address  the  writer. 

George  Bucher. KUinfellersville,  Pa. 

,  met  with  the  Brethren  o
f  the  Mexico  church 

1  A  Ian  27  in  a  series  of  me
etings.  The  meet 

nes  were  'commence  Jan. 
 .8,  but  my  wife's  sick- 

rsTaused  my  delay,    ̂
e  home  minister   w 

♦w=  carried  on  the  work.     A 
 three  weeKs    series 

°o    meet  ng    was  held,  with  
six  accessions,  and  sev- 

aTmorelho  promised  to
  come  in  the  near  future

 

Bro  Samuel  Murray,  who  
lives  near  by,  was  able 

to  a  tend  some  of  the  meet
ings.     Bro.  Murray  ..a 

Temarkable  man.     He  will 
 be  nine  y  years ,  old  Apr 

,    hut  seems  to  still  have 
 a  well-balanceo  , 

can  hold  a  conversation    o
n   any    topic   well. 

Bro  Murray  for  several 
 years,  through  the  win

ter 

hL  sXed  from  illness,
  but  at  present  holds  h

,s 
,,,,.11   and  does  some  preaching  yet. 

-    manv   are   thrown    together.
     At    presenr 

so   many   ar  .^^ 
Home  has  fifteen  ot       .  o  institutions 

TV,-  Drnhan  s  Home  is  near  Dy,     00m
 

u  Controlled   by    broth
er    and    sister    Fisher. 

Whit  a  gr  nd  Place  to
  bring  up  the  little  fa

therless 

T      therless  children!     How
  many  souls  can  be 

and  Tunrooer  culture,  who  otherwise  would  be 

S?^Sn-r..«  b
rought  together  _.  _ 

Home. 

The  sweetest  name  and  the  dearest  spot 
 on 

arth  is  "Home."  It  is  a  name  and  place  of
 

which  we  never  tire.  At  home  we  rest, 
 we  eat 

and  drink  there,  to  refresh  our  bodies;  w
e  sleep 

there  we  gather  from  the  wide  world
  to  meet 

loved  ones  again.  It  is  a  shelter  fr
om  the  winter's 

old  and  the  summer's  heat,  and  a  solace  
in  our  de- 

lining  years.     We  prefer  to  die  ther
e. 

Recently  we  were  called  to  hold  a  series
  of  meet- 

ings near  the  "Old  Folks'  Home"  in  
Kansas, 

and  while  there,  complied  with  a  requ
est  to  visit 

the  Home.  We  found  the  Home  tru
e  to  name  in 

every  respect.  It  is  pleasantly  situa
ted,  and  neat- 

ly finished  and  attractive.  The  rooms
  are  com- 

modious well  ventilated,  neatly  kept  and  c
om- 

fortably'furnished.  The  board  is  fully  up  to  the 

average  of  good  board  in  any  coun
try.  The  ac- 

imodations  are  all  that  should  be  
expected, 

t-rom  cellar  to  garret  the  Home  ref
lects  credit  on 

the  managers,  and  the  family  in  charge
.    God  bless ,       ,,  1  J.  S.  MOHLER. 

the  Home!  ' 

From  the  Indian  Reservation,  Nebr. 

I  closed  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at  h
ome,  in  York 

county,  Nebr.,  Jan.  27,  with  go
od  interest  and  pros- 

oects  of  good  results  in  the 
 near  future. 

PJan  I  I  stopped  with  the  c
hurch  in  Butler 

county.  Here  1  met  Bro.  S.  Vj,  Fo
rney,  engaged  in 

an  interesting  meeting.  I  arrived
  here  on  Jan.  29, 

and  commenced  a  series  of  meet
ings  next  d  y  in 

the  Indian  Reservation.  Our  m
eetings  are  well  at 

tended,  with  good  interest.  
While  at  first  the  con- 

tenoeu,  b  n<j  trouble  now 

Ttder  I  wul  continue 
 here  till  Feb.  8. 

Th°en.  go  to  Decatur,  on  the 
 south  side  of  the  Res- 

rvation!  where  I  expect  to  
hold  a  series  of  meet- 

This  is  a  good  country,  but  t
here  is  rough  society. 

There  are  plenty  of  Indi
ans,  but  the  worst  are 

Uiose  who  are  partly  Indian
.  There  are  two  famil- 

es  of  Brethren  here  in  the 
 Indian  Reservation. 

The  weather  is  warm  here. 
 There  is  no  rain  or 

,„p  now  We  had  about  thre
e  inches  ot 

snow   here   now      W       ̂ .^    .^  ̂   .  ther£  fa 

much  labor      Brethren,  do 
 not   forget  the  mission 

much  laoor. 
 

Stamdaugh. 

work  in  our  own  country.
 

Notes  of  Travel. 

Having  some  friendsliving
  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 

vania through  their  urging  I  left  h
ome  Jan.  14.  to 

s  "hem,  and  also  visit  some  of ̂ the
  churches  0 

said  District.     My  first  stoppin
g-off  pomt  was  Potts 

Z  tt  , Lure  of  meeting
  brethren  Jacob  Connor 

and  lesse  Zigler,  ministers  o
f  said  church  1  hem 

five  meeting,  at  this  point.
  I  found  the  church  ir, 

fair  working  order. 
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From  this  point  I  was  taken  into  what  is 
known  as  the  Hatfield  church.  Eld.  F.  P.  Cassel  is 

the  elder  in  charge.  This  church,  from  what  I 
could  see,  is  in  good  condition.  Here  I  met  Bro. 
Levi  Mohler,  of  York  countv,  Pa.,  who  was  con- 

ducting a  series  of  meetings  for  them.  I  remained 
for  two  meetings.  I  tried  to  preach  for  them  once, 
and  much  appreciated  the  attention  and  interest 
while  among  them. 

From  here  I  was  taken  into  the  Indian  Creek 

church.  Elder  Henry  Price  is  in  charge  here.  This 
church  is  in  a  healthy  condition.  I  preached  three 
times  for  them,  to  interested  congregations.  While 
here  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Bro.  Abraham 
H.  Cassel,  the  noted  librarian.  My  time  was  too 
short  to  do  justice  to  an  examinalion  of  the  library 
he  has  gathered.  From  here  I  was  taken  to  Ger- 
mantown  to  meet  Bro  G.  N.  Falkenstein,  who 

kindly  accompanied  me  through  the  old  grave- 
yard. While  standing  at  the  grave  of  Alexander 

Mack,  various  thoughts  passed  through  my  mind, 
but  space  will  not  permit  me  to  offer  any. 

From  here  I  was  taken  into  the  Coventry  church 

where  I  preached  once.  I  returned  home  Feb.  3 
and  found  all  well.  Reuben  Shroyer. 

Pierce,  Ohio,  Feb.  6. 

From  the  Mlsslssinewo  Church,  Ind. 

Jan.  18  our  elder,  George  L.  Studebaker,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings,  expecting  Bro.  Dor- 

sey  Hodgden  to  be  with  us  as  soon  as  he  could 
come.     The  meetings  increased  in  interest. 

Bro.  Hodgden  came  the  2Sth,  holding  meetings 
each  evening,  and  nine  day  meetings,  besides  hold- 

ing several  services  at  the  home  of  some  of  our 
sick  brethren  and  sisters. 

The  meetings  closed  Feb.  12  with  twenty-one 
additions  by  baptism  and  one  applicant,  who  is  ly- 

ing on  a  sick  bed,  but  expects,  as  soon  as  he  can 
get  to  the  church,  to  come  out  and  be  received  by 
baptism. 

Thus  you  see  we  have  surely  had  the  Lord  with 
us  in  these  meetings.  There  has  certainly  been 
rejoicing  in  heaven  in  the  presence  of  the  angels. 
We  believe  there  has  not  been  a  time  in  the  his- 

tory of  the  old  Mississinewa  church  when  the 
brethren  and  sisters  so  much  saw  the  necessity  of 
work,  and  were  encouraged  to  duty. 

Now,  concerning  those  who  were  received  into 
the  church:  With  the  exception  of  probably  four, they  did  not  exceed  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  these 
were  the  children  of  Brethren.  As  was  remarked 
by  our  elder,  it  certainly  increases  our  responsi- 

bility, having  the  care  of  so  many  young  brethren 
The  sermons  preached  by  Bro.  G.  L.  Studebaker 
were  twelve,  including  two  day  meetings.  Bro 
Hodgden  held  twenty-five  meetings  including  nine 
day  meetings,  making  a  total  of  thirty-seven  ser- mons. 

We  hope  to  send  some  more  good  news  soon  as 
we  believe  there  is  quite  an  awakening  in  the  good 
w°[k-  ,  Calvin  W.  Hooke. Stockport,  Ind.,  Feb.  ij. 

From  Worthington,  Minn. 

Jan.  18  husband  and  I  went  to  the  Maple  Val- 
ley church  near  Aurelia,  Iowa.  Here  husband  la- 

bored  two  weeks.  Then  we  went  north  eight  miles and  held  some  meetings  at  a  schoolhouse.  The 
meetings  were  very  largely  attended,  and  good  at- 

tention was  paid  to  the  Word  spoken.  Before 
leaving  we  were  called  upon  to  visit  a  sister  who 
was  afflicted  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  We  were 
not  permitted  to  enter  the  house,  as  the  children 
were  just  recovering  from  scarlet  fever  and  thev 
were  quarantined.  So  the  dear  sister  was  placed near  the  window,  where  we  could  talk  with  her 
hrough  the  window  She  seems  perfectly  resigned 
to  the  will  of  the  Lord,  and  cheerful  and  happy This  is  the  way  a  Christian  should  be. 

After  leaving  the  sister,  we  crossed  the  road  to another  house  and  were  conducted  to  the  bedside 
of  an  afflicted  young  man.  He  had  not  tasted  of 
the  sweetness  there  is  in  the  religion  of  Jesus.  We 
had  prayer  with  him,  and  took  our  departure 

We  arrived  home  on  Saturday,  Feb.  8,  and  were 

glad  to  find  that  our  little  band  of  Christian  work- 
ers had  been  holding  the  fort  during  our  absence. 

They  had  prayer  meetings  every  Sunday  evening. 
I  wish  every  church  in  the  Brotherhood  would 

hold  such  meetings.  Then  our  young  members 
would  have  something  to  do. 

Our  spiritual  outlook  here  is  very  encouraging. 
Several  more  members  will  move  in  soon.  It  is 

now  about  a  year  since  we  moved  here  and  we  can 

say  we  like  this  country.  We  have  had  a  splen- 

did win'er  so  far,— no  snow  to  speak  of.  Many 
d  homes  can   be   had   yet,    at   very  reasonable 
:es.  We  do  not  try  to  persuade  people  to  come 

nere;  we  want   them  to   come   and   see   for  them- 

Last  year  we  distributed  a  great  many  Messen- 
gers among  the  neighbors,  and  all  were  pleased 

with  them.  Now  we  are  going  to  work,  to  see  how 

many  we  can  get  to  take  the  paper.  We  expect  to 
reorganize  our  Sunday  school  with  the  approach  of 
warmer  weather.  We  hope  to  do  more  work  for 
the  Master  this  year  than  we  did  in  the  past. 

Lizzie  Hilary. Feb.  10. 

Death  of  Eld.  Win.  Hertzler. 

Eld.  Wm.  Hertzler  departed  this  life  in  the 
Chiques  church,  at  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Feb.  10, 
1896,  aged  68  years,  1  month  and  10  days.  He 
died  from  the  effects  of  cancer,  from  which  he  was 
a  great  sufferer  for  a  number  of  years,  though  he 
bore  all  with  patience.  He  served  the  Brethren 
church  a<=  a  minister  for  a  period  of  forty-nine 
years.  He  was  chosen  to  the  ministry  at  the  ea'ly 
age  of  nineteen.  He  was  the  elder  of  the  Spring 
Creek  church,  Pa.,  for  nearly  thirty  years.  Bro. 
Hertzler  was  the  oldest  elder  in  office  in  the  East- 

ern District  of  Pennsylvania.  About  three  years 
ago  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  where  he  expected  to  permanently  reside,  and 
give  all  his  time  and  talents  to  the  cause  of  Christ 
and  the  church.  But  the  hand  of  affliction  was 
heavily  laid  upon  him,  so  that  he  could  not  devote 
much  of  his  time  to  his  intended  work.  A  wife 
and  five  children  survive  him, — three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Elizabethtown,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  and  also  at  the  Spring 
Creek  house,  near  Derry  church,  on  the  13th,  where 
interment  was  made  in  the  graveyard  adjoining. 
It  was  Bro.  Hertzler's  desire  to  be  buried  in  the 
midst  of  the  scenes  of  his  life's  labors.  A  sad 
feature  connected  with  the  funeral  was  that  sister 
Hertzler  could  not  follow  her  husband  to  the  grave 
on  account  of  sickness.  Funeral  services  were  con- 

ducted by  Eld.  Jacob  H.  Longanecker,  assisted  by brethren  Henry  Zug  and  Charles  Maderia  from 
the  words,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  Job 191  25-  Joseph  B.  Aldingek. Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Feb.  14. 

From  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Notwithstanding  this  is  the  first  session  of  Man- 
chester College  and  the  Bible  School,  the  Special Bible  Term  brought  many  students 

Six  days  each  week  during  January,  nine  classes 
recited:  Two  classes  in  Normal  Study;  two  in  Bi- 

ble Geography;  one  in  Old  Testament  Law;  one  in 
Life  of  Christ;  a  class  in  Timothy;  a  Missionary class;  New  Testament  Greek;  Sacred  Music;  and Bible  and  Hymn  Reading. 
Every  one  was  busy  and  delighted  with  the 

work.  During  this  time  the  Bible  Society  <*ave some  inspiring  programs.  This  society  nieets every  week,  and  ,s  fast  becoming  a  great  power  in the  school  Thus  far,  a  number  of  ministers  have .sted  in  Bible  study,  and  a  commendable  inter- 
est is  being  manifested.  The  steady  growth  of 

the  school  ,s  now  met  by  the  new  building  ("The 
Bible  School")  which  is  about  completed"  Vhere was  preaching  m  the  new  chapel  each  evening  dur- ing January.  Eld.  W.  R.  Deeter  preached  the  first series  of  discourses,  and  was  followed  by  elders Amsey  Puterbaugh  and   I.   D.  Parker.    Eid    Dee 

ter's  discourses  were  very  practical,  convincing 
and  encouraging.  Eld.  Puterbaugh  could  not  re 
main  long  with  us,  but  all  were  edified  by  his  sti 
ring  sermons,  so  full  of  hope  to  the  toiling  Chris 

tian.  Eld.  Parker's  sermons  were  weighty  with 
practical  teaching,  demonstrating  forcibly  the  in 
stability  of  all  worldly  happiness,  and  the  abso- 

lute necessity  of  looking  out  for  safe  ground  upon 
which  to  build  our  hopes.  Six  entered  the  church 

by  baptism. The  Lord  is    adding  his  blessing  to  the  efforts 

being  made  by  the  College  trustees  in  the  found- 

■ng  of  Manchester  College  and  the  Bible  School. 
E.  M.  Crouch. 

From  Centralla,  Washington. 

Bro.  G.  C  Carl  and  family,  from  Myrtle  Point 

Oregon,  arrived  at  Centralia,  Sept.  20.  He  holds 

two  meetings  every  Sunday  and  a  Bible  class  dur- 
ing the  week  He  is  laboring  earnestly  among  the 

people  and  they  manifest  an  interest  in  the  meet- 
ings. Such  meetings  mean  study,  work  and  push. 

We  had  an  intelligent  class  of  people  to  1 n*ertain 
with  the  Book  of  all  books,— the  Bible.  Bro.  Al- 

len Ives  and  family,  from  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  will  be 

with  us  soon  and  we  are  anxiously  awaiting  his  ar- 
rival. We  earnestly  hope  that,  before  the  close  of 

1896,  we  will  be  able  to  report  some  additions.  I 

am  heartily  in  favor  of  foreign  missions  in  every  re- 
ipect,  and  I  thank  God  that  we  have  two  missions 

itarted  in  foreign  lands.  Let  us  do  more  thorough 
work  at  home,  and  we  will  soon  have  missions  in 

Tyland!  Take  this  state,  for  instance,  as  well 
as  many  other  States  in  America,  and  our  people 
and  church  are  entirely  unknown.  There  is  not 
one  organized  church  in  this  bright  and  prosperous 
State.  You  can  go  almost  anywhere  and  you  will 
find  the  Methodist  churches.  Where  are  you, 
Brethren,  with  your  talents  and  with  your  wealth? 

Is  it  your  highest  ambition  to  save  the  lost,  10  es- 
tablish churches  and  to  fulfill  all  righteousness? 

If  any  of  our  members  would  like  to  procure  homek- 
where  land  can  be  purchased  cheap,  write  me. 

Alice  S.  Chris«ieb.- 

From  the  Ashland  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

We,  as  a  church,  have  held  two  protracted  meet- 

ings this  year,— one  at  the  Dickey  churchhouse, 
held  by  the  home  ministers,  and  one  at  the  Oak 

Grove  house.  Bro.  Wm.  Dessenberg  did  the 

preaching.  The  latter  meeting  was  characterized 
by  a  splendid  interest  and  one  dear  sister  was  re- 

ceived by  baptism.  At  the  former  meeting  there 
were  no  additions  but  it  was  a  profitable  meeting 
nevertheless.  Two  young  men  were  received  into 

the  church,  making  application  at  one  of  our  regu- 

lar Sunday  evening  meetings  just  before  commenc- 

ing our  protracted  meeting  at  the  Dickey  house. 
This  makes  three  since  our  last  report. 

W.  F.  England. Feb.  10. 

District  Meeting  for  Southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

I  have  been  requested  by  last  District  Meeting 
Clerk,  F.  W.  Dove,  to  send  in  notice  of  our  com- 

ng  District  Meeting  of  Southern  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  to  be  held  in  the  Round  Mountain 
church,  Washington  County,  Ark.,  on  the  fourth 
Thursday  before  Pentecost,  April  30.  A  ministe- 

rial meeting  is  to  be  held  in  connection,  which 
commences  right  after  the  business  of  District 
Meeting.  All  will  come  on  the  St.  Louis  &  San 
Francisco  R.  R.,  to  Fayetteville,  and  then  take 
the  St.  Paul  Branch  Railroad  and  stop  off  at  Har- 

ris Station.  Those  from  the  North  will  reach 
Fayetteville  at  11  o'clock  A.  M„  and  lay  over  till 
4  P.  M.  Those  from  the  South  will  make  connec- 

tion at  the  Junction,  a  little  south  of  Fayetteville, 
where  they  will  change  cars.  There  will  be  con- 

veyance the  day  before  the  meeting.  Any  wishing 
to  come  sooner  will  please  inform  the  writer. 

„,  Samuel  Weimer. 

Wyman,  Ark.,  Feb.  is. 
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Adamsboro,  Ind.— The  Brethren  of  this  church 

hcld  their  quarterly  council-meeting  on  last  Satur- 
day, Feb.  1.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting.  Not 

much  business  needed  attention,  but  we  reorgan- 
ized our  Sunday  school  and  elected  all  new  officers. 

The  attendance  was  good. — David  Flory,  Feb.  7. 

Snake  Spring  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  George  Rai- 
righ,  of  Johnstown,  began  a  series  of  meetings  at 
this  place  Jan.  25,  closing  Feb.  9,  preaching  in  all, 
twenty-two  sermons.  Two  precious  souls  were  re- 

ceived into  the  church  by  baptism,  and  others  are 

counting  the  cost. — D.  W.  Van  Horn,  Foreman,  Pa. 

Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  Wm.  F. 
Calvert,  of  May  Hill,  Adams  County,  Ohio,  began 
a  series  of  meetings  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  19  and 

closed  Feb.  2,  preaching,  in  all,  twenty-three  ser- 

mons, including  one  children's  meeting.  Two  were 
baptized  and  the  members  much  built  up.  Others 

were  deeply  impressed. — D.  E,  Clark,   Cosmos,  Ohio. 

Morland,  Kans  —  Bro.  J.  B.  Wertz,  of  Quinter, 
Kans.,  has  been  preaching  at  the  Shiloh  school- 
house  the  second  Sunday  of  each  month  since  last 
fall.  He  held  a  series  of  meetings  here  in  January. 

Bro.  Wertz  is  an  able  expounder  of  the  Bible  and 
is  not  afraid  to  declare  the  Gospel  in  its  purity. 
There  are  six  members  here  and  we  are  in  the 

bounds  of  the  Quinter  church. —  W.  C.  Heisel,  Feb.  II. 

Huntington,  Ind.— Jan.  9  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenber- 
ger  began  preaching  for  us  here  in  the  city  and 
continued  until  Feb.  2.  We  are  glad  to  note  that 

the  church  is  still  prospering,  and,  as  an  immedi- 
ate result  of  the  meeting,  fourteen  were  added  to 

the  church  by  baptism,  and  since  the  meeting 

dosed,  two  more  have  made  the  wise  choice,  mak- 

ing, in  all,  sixteen.— D.  H.  Svoieberger,  F  b.  12. 

.  Q\nville  Creek  Church,  Va  —  Bro.  D.  H.  Zigler 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  19.  at  the 

New  Dale  meetinghouse.  The  meetings  closed 
Feb.  2,  with  six  applicants  for  baptism.  We  were 

taught  some  good  lessons.  Feb.  8  a  little  band  of 
brethren  and  sisters  met  at  the  Fairview  meeting- 

house for  council.  Arrangements  were  made  for 

holding  a  series  of  meetings  the  litter  part  of 
March.  In  connection  with  that  a  love  feast  is  to 

be  held  March  28  and  29.— Fannie  H.  Roller. 

Harlan,  Ind— We,  the  little  St.  Joe  Dist.ict,  met 
in  quarterly  council  Feb.  8.  Eld.  L.  Hyer,  from 
Blue  River,  and  Bro.  James  Barton,  from  Cedar 

Lake,  were  present.  Much  business  came  before 

the  meeting.  It  was  decided  to  elect  several  dea- 
cons. Brethren  William  Killian  and  Elmer  Wil- 

liams were  elected  as  deacons;  Bro.  John  Stafford 

was  ordained  to  the  eldership,  and  Bro.  John  Kil- 
lian forwarded  to  the  second  degree  of  the  minis- 
try. Everything  was  disposed  of  with  brotherly 

love. — Bertha  Williams,  Feb.  11. 

Dorrance,  Church,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  D.  Trostle, 
of  Dickinson  County,  came  to  us  Jan.  15.  He 

preached  eighteen  sermons.  He  surely  directed 
the  people  to  their  duty  by  the  Word  of  God.  On 

Tuesday  after  the  meetings  closed  the  brethren  and 

sisters  met  in  council,  at  which  brethren  J.  D.  Tros- 
tle and  John  Hollinger  presided.  It  was  decided 

to  elect  a  brother  to  the  ministry.  The  lot  fell  on 

Br°.  J.  W.  Long.  An  election  was  held  for  two 
brethren  to  the  office  of  deacon,  resulting  in  the 

choice  of  Bro.  Uriah  Silveous  and  the  writer.—/.  S. 
Strole,  Feb.  12. 

Slate  Creek  Church,  Kans.— Our  church  met  in 

quarterly  council.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  meet- 

ing- Among  other  business  transacted,  Eld.  Hen- 
ry Brubaker  was  relieved  of  the  oversight  of  this 

congregation,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  as 
he  has  moved  away.     Eld.  John  Wise  was  elected 
'u  his  stead.     He 

eprese 
nt  thi: 

^Coshen,  Ind.— The  Brethren  of  the  Elkhart  con- 
gregation just  closed  a  singing  school  which  was 

conducted  and  taught  by  sister  Jennie  May  Culler, 
of  North  Manchester,  Ind.  It  was  by  far  the  lar- 

gest singing  class  the  writer  ever  attended,  having 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  scholars  enrolled. 
About  twice  that  number  attended,  notwithstand- 

ing the  very  bad  roads  we  had  during  that  time. 
We  closed  with  about  five  hundred  or  more  pres- 

ent. Short  talks  on  singing  were  given  on  that 
occasion;  also  a  very  effectual  speech  by  sister  J. 
H.  Miller  on  the  importance  of  keeping  the  chil- 

dren instructed  in  that  line.—; John  W.  Hoover. 

Nevada,  Mo.— We  closed  our  meetings  at  Lex- 
ington, Iowa,  Feb.  I,  with  a  good  interest  and 

three  additions  by  baptism.  I  then  returned  to 

Plattsburg  and  met  with  the  Brethren  at  the  Wal- 

nut Grove  church  on  Lord's  Day.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  our  much  loved  brother, 
John  Sadler  who  had  just  come  from  Northern 
Iowa.  He  gave  us  a  good  talk.  Then  he  and  I 
made  a  short  visit  to  the  Brethren  at  Cameron  and 

Kidder,  and  now  we  are  at  this  place,  holding 

meetings  at  the  house  of  our  much  loved  brother 
and  sister  E.  Eikenberry.  The  roads  being  very 
bad,  the  Brethren  thought  it  not  best  to  use  the 

church.— Wm.  C.  Hipes,  Feb.  11. 

Dunlap,  Kans.— The  oldest  organized  Brethren's 
church  in  the  State  of  Kansas  (known  as  the  Cot- 

tonwood church )  met  in  a  special  council  Jan.  14, 

for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  location  of  a 
churchhouse.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  we 

locate  it  one  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Dun- 

lap,  on  a  lot  donated  for  the  purpose.  Two  more 
have  consented  to  own  Christ  as  their  King,  and 

were  baptized  to  arise  to  walk  in  newness  of  life, 

since  my  last  report.     One  dear  orphan  sister,  who 
ither  par hon 

thi; 

rth, 
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District  Meeting.  We  send  one  query  to  District 
Meeting.  We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school. 

We  also  have  preaching  each  Lord's  Day,  and  so- 
cial meeting  every  Sunday  evening.—/  B.  Thomp- s°n,  Feb.  S. 

t  yesterday  and  sought  refuge  with  Christ  Jesus. 

May  they  prove  faithful,  is  our  prayer!— John  G. 

Sargent,  Feb.   10. 

^"boes  It  Pay?— Some  may  ask:  "Does  it  pay  to send  the  Gospel  Messenger  as  an  evangelist  or 

missionary?  In  reply  I  say  this;  Last  night  after 
we  closed  our  meeting  a  dear  brother  and  sister 
came  to  us  and  told  us  their  experience.  They 

said  they  were  brought  up  in  the  ways  of  this 
world,  but  somehow  had  got  hold  of  a  Gospel 
Messenger.  After  reading  it  they  received  the 

first  gleam  of  light.  They  then  read  the  paper 

and  compared  it  with  the  Bible  and  made  appli- 
cation for  baptism  before  they  ever  heard  the 

Brethren  preach  a  sermon.  I  learn  there  are  oth- 
ers here  who  were  brought  to  the  church  in  the 

same  way.— William  C.  Hipes,  Nevada,  Mo.,  Feb.  11. 

Mexico,  Ind.— We  have  just  closed  an  inter- 

esting  seties   of    meetings.     The   home    ministers 

and  preached  each  evening  till  the  25th.  Then  Bro. 

Levi  Holsinger,-  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  came 

and  remained  over  Sunday,  preaching  three  soul- 

cheering  sermons.  Then,  on  Monday  evening, 

Bro.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  came  and  re- 
mained till  Sunday  night,  Feb.  9,  preaching  twenty 

sermons.  Six  precious  souls  came  out  on  the 

Lord's  side  and  were  baptized,  and  we  know  that 

there  are  others  who  are  counting  the  cost.  The 

attendance  and  attention  were  good.—/.  M.  Replo- 

glejan.li. 
Morral,  Ohio— Last  April  we  moved  from  the 

Wyandot  church,— a  distance  of  about  eighteen 

miles,— to  a  place  where  there  is  no  churchhouse. 

Only  a  few  members  live  here,  but  there  is  preach- 

ing by  the  Brethren-  in  the  schoolhouse.  Bro.  S. 

A.  Walker,  of  the  Seneca  church,  fills  the  mission 

point,  which  is  every  six  weeks.  Brethren  Joseph 

Robison,  J.  B.  Light,  and  S.  M.  Loose,  our  elder, 

came  to  visit  us  and  gave  us  some  meetings.  It 

made  our  hearts  sad  to  leave  the  band  of  workers 

at  Wyandot,  but  we  thank  the  dear  Brethren  
for 

their  kindness  by  remembering  us  and  sending  
us 

a  mission  worker.  We  had  meetings  last  Saturday
 

evening,  Sunday  and  Sunday  evening.  C
lose  at- 

tention was  given  to  the  Word  spoken.— Lawa  A.
 

Cook,  Feb.  12. 

Harlan,  Iowa.— The  Harlan  church  has  closed 

their  series  of  three  weeks'  meetings.  The  first 
two  were  conducted  by  Bro.  R.  A.  Yoder,  of  Sa- 
betha,  Kans.,  as  reported  last  week.  Bro.  R.  F. 
McCune,  of  Dallas  Centre,  conducted  the  meetings 
the  last  week,  with  two  more  received  into  the 

fold,  making  nine  precious  souls  received  into  the 

church  during  the  meetings.—  C.  H.  Strohm,  Feb.  12. 

Round  Mountain,  Ark.— Since  my  last  report  I 
have  been  busy,  having  made  several  visits  to  the 
outskirts  of  our  congregation.  We  had  good  meet- 

ings. I  have  to  travel  about  four  hundred  miles 
to  visit  the  different  points  for  preaching  and 
councils,  before  our  District  Meeting.  There  have 
a  few  members  moved  in  and  some  more  are  com- 

ing. March  5  I  go  to  Ft.  Smith  and  Indian  Ter- 
ritory.— Samuel  Weimer,  Wyman,  Ark. 

Jennings,  La. — This  is  a  quiet  place  of  about 
1,200  inhabitants.  When  wife  and  I  leave  here,  it 

will  leave  only  eight  members  here.  All  are  liv- 
ing in  town.  They  have  a  nice  churchhouse  and 

would  like  a  minister  to  locate  here.  I  have  been 

here  one  year.  Our  evergreen  Sunday  school  is 

being  carried  on  with  Adam  Esterley  as  Superin- 
tendent. This  little  band  here  is  one  arm  of  the 

Roanoke  church.  I  am  going  up  to  Grayson,  to 

take  up  a  homestead,  and  I  would  like  if  any  of 
the  Brethren  who  want  homes  would  come  and 

look  at  the  country.  Peach  trees  are  now  in  bloom. 
Bro.  Hylton  intends  to  commence  meetings  here 
Feb.  16.  We  hope  the  seed  he  sows  will  bring 

forth  fruit!— Lewis  Miller,  Feb.  10. 

Franklin  Church,  Iowa.  —  Bro.  Peter  Brower, 
from  South  English,  Iowa,  came  to  us  Jan.  16,  and 

preached  fourteen  soul-cheering  sermons.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  with  the  exception 

of  one  stormy  evening,  and  the  attention  was 

splendid.  There  were  no  immediate  results,  al- 
though we  believe  some  were  impressed  with  the 

thought  that  they  were  not  doing  their  duty. 
There  were  three  received  by  letter.  We  have  an 
interesting  Bible  class  each  Sunday  evening.  The 

church  here  has  been  strengthened  and  much  en- 
couraged to  go  on  in  the  good  work.  May  the 

Lord  bless  our  dear  brother  in  his  field  of  laborl 

Any  ministers  passing  through  this  way  are  re- 
quested to  stop  off  and  preach  for  us.  They  will 

be  met  by  notifying  Bro.  John  T.  Caster,  Leon,  Iowa. 
— Mattie  E.  Caster,  Leon,  Iowa, 

Blue  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  Keiser  came 
here  in  November  and  held  meetings  for  a  little 

over  a  week  when  the  stormy  weather  and  bad 
roads  caused  him  to  close  the  meetings.  Jan.  19 

Eld.  C.  Krabill  began  another  short  series  of 

meetings,  which  closed  Jan.  26.  One  dear  sister, 
whose  church  home  for  several  years  has  been  with 

the  Old  Order  element  was  restored.  Last  week  our 

elder,  W.  K.  Simmons,  was  here.  He  commenced 

meetings  Feb.  I,  and  closed  them  last  evening. 
Our  council  was  held  Feb.  5.  The  meetings  were 

very  interesting,  but  in  each  instance  the  roads 

were  so  muddy  that  the  attendance  was  smaller 

than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  Our  Sunday 

school  still  continues  with  good  interest.  Several 

families  of  members  have  located  here  since  our 

last  report.— Ida  F.  Miller,  Feb.  10. 

Nokesville,  Va.— This  congregation  met  in  regu- 

lar quarterly  council-meeting  on  Saturday,  Feb.  8. 

Eld.  J.  S.  Holsinger  presided.  All  business  passed 

off  in  regular  order.  One  brolher  was  added  to 

the  church  by  letter.  Bro.  S.  S.  Lint  was  selected 

as  Superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school,  and  Bro. 

W.  F.  Hale,  Assistant.  Then  followed  the  elec- 

tion of  delegates,  to  be  sent  to  District  Meeting  to 

represent  this  church.  Brethren  M.  G.  Early  and 
Bro.  D.  F.  Kerlin  are  the  delegates  chosen.  It  was 
decided  to  build  a  churchhouse  near  Nokesville. 

The  site  was  selected,  a  building  committee  ap- 

pointed, and  solicitors  set  to  work.  On  Tuesday 

following,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  was  sub- 
scribed. The  schoolhouse  now  used  is  too  small  to 

seat  and  accommodate  the  large  congregation  who 

gather  here  for  worship.—/.  F.  Early,  Feb.  12. 
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and  being  desirous  of  giving  more 

time  to  the  Word,  I  desire  to  corre- 

spond with  congregations  needing  a 

minister,  and  especially  with  those 

who  have  been  trying  to  have  nie  lo- 

cate among  them  in  the  past  few 

years. — Geo.  W.  Lowry,  Scnllton,  Pa. 

Bremen,  Ind.—  Bro.  S.  Y.  Eversole, 
of  Rutten,  N.  Dak.,  came  to  us  Feb. 

8,  and  remained  with  us  over  Sunday, 

preaching  three  sermons.  The  con- 

gregations were  somewhat  small,  ow- 

ing to  bad  roads  and  considerable 

sickness  throughout  the  neighborhood, 

but  very  attentive.  Good  interest  was 

manifested.— Hiildah  M.  Eversole,  Feb. 
10. 

Price's  Creek,  Ohio.— On  the  even- 
ing of  Jan.  15,  Uro.  J.  F.  Spitzer  com- 

menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the 

Cedar  Grove  house,  which  closed  Feb. 

S.  The  unfavorable  weather  and  bad 

roads  did  not  prevent  the  people  from 

attending  the  meetings.  Two  precious 

souls  united  with  the  church  by  con- 

fession and  baptism.  Many  were  im- 

pressed with  the  thought  that  they 

are  not  doing  their  duty.  The  meet- 

ings closed  with  increasing  interest. — 

Lydia  Brown,  Feb.  7. 

Kockingham,  Mo.— Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  at  the  Wacanda 

church,  Feb.  S.  All  business  was  dis- 

posed of  pleasantly.  One  was  re- 

ceived by  letter.  Our  two  Sunday 

schools  were  reorganized,  with  breth- 

ren Sidney  Rhodes  and  John  Mason 

as  Superintendents.  Hro.  W.  C. 

Hipes,  our  District  evangelist,  recent- 

ly held  a  scries  ol  meetings  in  the 

outskirts  of  this  congregation  and 

baptized  three,  making  eight  members 

at  this  point. — Fannie  Shirky,  Feb.  10. 

White  Oak,  Pa— The  Brethren  com- 

menced  a   series   of   meetings   at  the 

Penville  house  Jan.  25,  and  continued 

until  Feb.  4.     Besides  the  night  meet- 

ings we  had  two  day  meetings.     Th 

funeral   of  sister  Gonley,  who  suffere 

a  great   deal   tor  the   last   two   year: 

also  took  place  during  the  meeting: 
The  attendance  and  the  attention  wer 

very  good  thioughout   the  meeting: 

As  a  result  of  the  meetings,  five  came 

out  on   the   Lord's  side, 

ices  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Hotten- 

stein,     of     East     Petersburg, 

English  and  German  language.     Last 
Sunday  one  of  our  neighbors,  who  is 

sick,  was  baptized.— Sue  S.  Shriner. 

Santos,  Va— Bro.  A.  J.  Weddle  and 
the  writer  started  Jan.  21  on  a  mission 
trip  through  Patrick  County,  where 
we  held  two  meetings  in  a  Methodist 
church.  From  there  we  went  to  In- 

dian Graves,  North  Carolina,  where  we 
commenced  meetings  in  a  schoolhouse 
on  Friday  night.  On  Monday  breth- 

ren Rufus  Faw  and  Wm.  Lowe  came 

to  us  and  we  continued  till  Wednesday 
noon,  having,  in  all,  nine  meetings 
at  that  place.  Some  expect  to 
unite  with  the  church  in  the  near 
future.  We  went  from  there  to  Holly 
Springs,—  a  missionary  point,  —  and 
preached  three  sermons  to  large  con- 

gregations, during  which  time  Bro 
Faw  had  gone  home,  but  Bro.  Lowe 

with  us.  From  there 
Paul,  Carroll  Co.,  Va., 

Jacob    and   A.    Hyl- 

still    remained 

we  went  to  St. 

where    brethren 

ton   and    Wyatt 

Friday  night,  Feb.  31.     We  remained 
with  them  till  Sunday  morning,  learn- 

ing from  them  that  Bro.  Weddle's 
father-in-law  had  died  since  we  had 

left  home,  and  that  one  of  our  neigh- 

bors was  near  death's  door.  When 

we  got  home  we  found  that  he  was 

dead  and  buried.  This  brings  to 

minds  that  we  should  watch  and  be 

ready. — Zebrum  Keith,  Feb.  6. 

Palestine,  Ohio.— Eld.  Joseph  Spitz- 

er preached  for  us  on  Saturday  even- 

ing, Sunday  morning,  Sunday  evening 

and  this  morning,  after  which  three 

dear  ones  made  application  for  mem- 

bership and  were  baptized.  5.  5.  Pe- 

try.  Glen  /Cam,  Ohio,  Feb.  10. 

Marion,  Ind.— Two  young  ladies 
:re  received  into  the  church  at  this 

place  by  baptism.  The  prospects  are 

good  for  more  to  follow.  We  are 

conducting  our  meetings  under  a  dis- 

advantage, What  is  needed  in  the 

city  is  a  house  of  our  own  to  worship 

in.—  Aaron  Moss,  Feb.  g. 

Mogadore,  Ohio.— Last  evening  Eld. 
F.  B.  Weimer,  of  Sterling,  Ohio, 

dosed  a  very  interesting  series  of 

meetings  of  about  two  weeks,  in  the 

Springfield  church,  with  one  addition 

by  baptism,  and  the  church  much 

ved.     Eld.   Weimer   is   an   able 

pounder  of  the    Gospel   and    his   s 

mons  give   no  uncertain  sound.— Jacob 
Mi  shier,  Feb.j. 

Bethel  Church,  W.  Va.— Jan.  19 

Bro.  Jonas  Fike,  of  Eglon,  W.  Va., 

came  to  this  church  and  preached  the 

dedicatory  sermon,  assisted  by  Bro. 

D.  B.  Arnold,  of  Burlington,  W.  Va. 

Bro.  Jonas  continued  preaching  till 

the  27th,  when  he  took  his  leave  for 

home.  Our  dear  brother  held  forth 

the  Word  of  Life  with  ability.— Arthur 

IV.  Arnold,  Old  Fields,  W.  Va.Jan.  >8. 

St.  Joseph  Valley,  Ind.— Bro.  John 

Appleman  closed  a  two  weeks'  series 

of  meetings  last  Sunday  evening  at 

phce.  Two  were  reclaimed  for 

the  church.  Five  letters  of  member- 

ship were  handed  in  at  this  meeting. 

The  Sunday  school  will  open  again  in 

the  spring.  We  have  preaching  every 
Sunday.  We  also  have  two  Bible 

classes,— one  in  the  city,  the  other  at 

our  meetinghouse  in  the  country.  -  C. 

Smith,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Feb.  7. 

Forgy,  Ohio— I  commenced  preach- 
ing at  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  111., 

Jan.  22,  and  closed  Feb.  9.  The  at- 

tendance and  interest  were  good,  con- 

sidering prevailing  sickness  and  very 
muddy  roads, — the  worst  they  have 
had  for  three  years.  Three  precious 
souls  were  baptized  into  Christ.  May 
God  bless  them!  Others  seemed  near. 
The  church  was  strengthened.  May 
the  Lord  bless  the  work  there  and 
everywhere!  I  am  homeward  bound, 
to  attend  a  series  of  meetings.  Then 
I  am  to  go  to  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
— Henry  Frantz, 

1S96,  by  Bro.  D.  M.  Fike,  Br 
Carleton,  Thayer  Co.,  Nebr.,  a Rothrock. 

FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 

PLUM— In  the  Monroe  church,  Iowa,  Jan. 

9,  1896,  sister  Mary  Plum,  aged  about  77 
ears.     She  was  born  in    Hampshire  County, 

a.,   in    1819,  and  moved    to    Iowa    in    1865, 

and 

Daniel    and    sister  Grabille,  aged  6  years,  8 

hs  and  3  days.     Funeral  occasion  by  the 
r,  from  Matt.  24:  44.     Michael  Claar. 

GAYLOR.— Near    Burkittsville,    Ind.,    Oct. 

16,   1895,  sister  Sarah  Gaylor,  aged  86  years, 
6  months  and  26  days.     A  few  days  previous 
to  her  death  she  called  for  the  elders  and  was 

anointed.     She  was  a  member  of  the  church 

for  many  years.     Her  life  seemed  to  be  fully 
consecrated  to  the  Lord,  and  she  was  a  bright 

and  shining  light  before  the  world.     Funeral 
services  by  the  undersigned. 

David  Ausherman. 

where  she  re 
ided  until  d 

ath. Slie  lea 

family  of  sev 
•n  children. 

Her 
lusband four  children 

preceded  her 

to  the 

spirit  w 

Funeral  servi :es    by    Eld 
Hira 11    Berk 

from  1  Cor.  15 

•  Ej 

MA  Fun 

GRABILLE 

—At   Roari 

g    Springs,     I Co.,  Pa.,  Jan. 
19,    1806,    d 

aught r   of   fr 

LEAS.— At  East  Berlin,  Pa    Jan    i< 
Willie  Jacob  Leas,  infant  son  of  friend S 
liam  G.  Leas,  aged  I  year,  4  months  and days.    Interment  in  the  Mummert  gravey   \ 
near  East  Berlin.    Preaching  by  brethren  0 

ville  V.  Long  and  David  H.  Baker. 

Chas.  L.  Baker. 

NEFF— In    the    bounds    of   the  Cherok; 
church,  Cherokee  Co.,  Kans.,  Feb.  3,  i&£  ! 
lung  and  kidney  trouble,  Bro.  H.  P.  Neff,  aji 
40  years,  1  month  and  II  days.    Our  bretbe, 

nS    called  the 

wife 

lde: 

efully 

ntcd.     He 

child;  also  two  step-child: proved  by  the  Brethren,  frotn 

icev.  14: 13.  Samuel  Edgecomb. 
SHULTZ— In  the  Salamonie  church.  Hum 

ngton  Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  7,  1896,  of  paralysis 
lister  Esther  Paul,  aged  74  years,  3  months 

ind  24  days.    Deceased  was   born    in    Blair 

unty, 

Oct. 
She 

liteilll 

HIMELIC— Near   Frcdric,    Iowa,    Jan. 

806,  Kissiah  Himelic,  aged  83  years.  5 

was  born  in  Virginia  in  1813.  Her  maic 
name  was  White.  In  1835  she  was  married 
George  Himelic,  of  Indiana.  Funeral  se 

ices  conducted  by  Bro.  S.  P.  Miller. 
Emma  Funk 

SHREVES.-Within  the  bounds  of  the  Big 
Creek  church,  near  Cushing,  Okla.  Ter.,  Jan 

',   1806,   Fred  A.,  son   of  C.   M.  and   I.  M 
ireves,  aged  2  years,  11  months  and  10  days. 

SHREVES.— Also  at  the  same  place,  Feb 

1896,  infant  daughter  of  the  same  parents 

aving     an    almost    broken-hearted    mother 
uneral  by  the  Brethren.  A.  W.  Austin. 

-MATRIMONIAL- 

■^1?c 
r:, 

l^Ut^A   jtiu 

ANDERSON-NELSON. -By  the  under- 
gned,  at  his  home,  near  Rokeby,  Nebr.,  Feb 
1806,  Mr.  Nelson  Anderson  and  sister  Elsie 

felson,  all  of  Greenwood,  Cass  Co.,  Nebr. D.  G.  Couser. 

JEWETT-ROSS.-At  the  residence  of  the 
bride's     parents,    in    Valley    County,     Nebr eb.  2.    1896,  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Jewell  and  Miss manda  V.Ross.  F.  M.  Florer. 

SAYLOR-ROTHROCK.-At  the  home  of  I  opened parents,  Carlisle,  Nebr.,  Feb.    2,|neralJa the  bride's 

GARBER.— In  the   Pipe  Creek    congrega 

;n,  Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  Jan.  19,  1806,  Bro.  John 

Garber,  aged  76  years,  I  month  and  21  days. 
Uncle  John  had  been  a  member  of  the  Breth- 

church   for  a  number  of  years,  and    was 
iom  absent  from  the  house  of  God.    A  few 

ks  before  his    death,    be    called    for   the 

elders  and   was   anointed.    Funeral    services 

were  conducted  by   Eld.  E.  W.  Stoner  and 
other  brethren,  from  Ps.  119:  54. 

R.  A.  Pfoutz. 

GENSLY.  —  In    Churchtown,    Cumberland 

Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  18,  1896,  Daniel  Gensly,  aged  80 

years,  7  months  and  18  days. 

SPAHR.— At  the  same  place,  Feb.  3,  1806, 

Henry  Spahr,  aged  78  years  and  I  month. David  Nieslv. 

HARSH  MAN.— In  the  Antietam  congrega 
tinn,  Washington  Co.,  Md.,  Jan.  25,  1896,  Bro 
Daniel  Harsl  man,  aged  59  years,  8  month: 

and  18  days.  He  was  a  consistent  member  oi 

the  Brethren  church  for  twenty-four  years 

He  leaves  a  widow,  one  son  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Funeral  occasion  improved  by  Jacob 

Snider  and  Daniel  Baker,  from  I  Cor.  13:  10. 
G.  M.  Newcomer. 

FIKE— In  the  South  Waterloo  congrega- 
tion,Iowa,  Feb.  I,  1S96,  sister  Emma  S„  daugh- 

ter of  Bro.  John  and  sister  Mary  Fike,  aged 
20  years,  10  months  and  17  days.  Emma 

th  the  Brethren  church  when  but 

twelve  years  of  age,  and  has  lived  a  consistent 
Ihristian  life  up  to  her  death.  The  funeral 
ervices  were  conducted  by  Bro.  L.  R.  Peifer, 
rom  Job  14: 14,  to  a  large  concourse  of  sympa- 
betic  friends.  J.  h.  Fike. 

GOSS.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Maple  Grove 
hurch,  Howard  Stanley  Goss,  infant  son  of 
Jr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Goss,  aged  4  months  and 
5  days.  This  child  was  well  in  the  evening 
nd  died  it  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb. 
,  1896.  Funeral  by  the  writer. 
HILDEBRAND.-In  the  Ashland  church 

>hio,  Jan.  8,  ,896,  Bro.  Ephraim  Hildebrand! ths  and  27  days.  Bro. 
sufferer  for  several 

He  had  been  totally 

blind  for  nearly  seventy  years  and  he  looked 
forward  to  the  time  when  all  eyes  shall  be 

loving  companion.  Fu- 
W.  F.  England. 

•■  ™y 

iage  to  David  H.  Shultz, 
To  them  were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom 
three  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  She 
died  at  the  home  of  one  of  her  daughters  in 
Warren,  Ind.  Funeral  at  Lancaster,  Feb.  9. 

O.  C.  Ellis. 

HURSH.-In  the  Buffalo  Valley  church^ 

Union  Co.,  Pa.,  sister  Anna  Hursh,  oldest' daughter  of  Joel  Royef^deceased,  aged  95 

years,  10  months  and  24  days.  Funeral  serv- 
ices conducted  by  Isaiah  Beaver  and  the 

er  J.  L.  Beaver." 
ALLEN— In  the  bounds  of  the  Clear  Creek 

church,  Huntington  Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  4,  1896, 
Jacob  Allen,  aged  61  years,  5  months  and  3 
days.  Funeral  discourse  from  John  14: 1-3. 

H.  Shock. 

KINSLEY— In  the  East  Nimishillen church, 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  30,  1896,  Eli  N„  son  of 
brother  and  sister  C.  F.  and  Rachel  Kinsley, 

aged  18  years,  9  months  and  19  days.  Funer- 
al services  conducted  by  elders  N.  Longa- 

necker  and  S.  Sprankel,  from  Gen.  42:36. 
This  young  man,  like  many  others,  put  off 
that  most  needful  choice,  until  sickness,  ty- 

phoid pneumonia,  confined  him  to  his  'sed. 
Though  repentance  was  made,  his  pleading for  bapti 

uld  not  be  responded  to. 
D.F.I 

bie. 

the    Centreview    church 

Mo., 

Bro.    Wm.    Kane.    Deceased 

7,   1850.    He  was  marr 
ied  in 

Jennie    Quarrels.    Bro. 

Kane 

and    six    children.    He 
led  a 

Truly  by  his  death  we 
lost  a 

d  faithful  Christian. 

E.  A.  Mar 

MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Southern  Indiana. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Minis- 
ial  Meeting  of  Southern  Indiana,  to  be  held 

in  the  Arcadia  church,  March  31,  commencing 

at  9  A.  M. FORENOON. 

9:00,  Opening  Exercises. 

9: 15,  "  For  what  should  we  Pray  in  Public?" 
—Samuel  Younce,  followed  by  W.  H.  Harsh- 

berger. 

9:  55,  General  Discussion. 

10:40,  "The  most  Efficient  Plan  for  Mission 
Work  in  Cities."— Isaiah  Howard,  followed  by 
Geo.  L.  Studebaker. 

afternoon. 

Proper  Care  for  the  New  Convert."- Blickenstaff,  followed  by  D.  W.  Gu: 

Ephn ths  before  his  death. 

Helc 

:  40,  General  Discussion. 
:  20,  Intermission. 

:  30,  "Church    Government, 
owed  by  L.  W.  Teeter. 

:  10,  General  Discussion. 
:oo,  Dismissal. 

-Jacob    Rile evening. 

7:00,  "Children."— William  Burcham. 
7:20,  General  Discussion. 
7:  30,  Singing. 

7:  35,  "  How  does  a  Knowledge  of  the  Go 
Affect  the  Heathen?"— R.  R.  Goshorn, lowed  by  Jas.  Hazlett. 

8:15,  Closing  Exercises. 

C.  M.  Cobb,  Sec' 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 

c^i'V-vv^>-i    A 
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. .  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦ « 

Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 
International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1 896-— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad 
vanced  students.  It  is  really  the  mos 

reliable  S.  S.  Comnrentary  published.  I 

is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au 
thor  of  religious  works.     Price,  Si.oo;  ou 

pnc 
.90c 

Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  pacm  of  the  Infinite,' 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firnianent  of  truth.  This 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 

the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 

ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  Si. 25.  To 
Special     terms    to    agents. 

Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

cplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

:  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. Perm 

The  following  is  the  lis 

Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

Addn this  office. 

;thren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book 
This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 

authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 

1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 

publication.  While  it  may  be  used  to 

advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  es- 
pecially adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 

prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contains 

1S5  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  is 

being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 

copies,  prepaid,  .  . 

In  ordering  plea 
work  is  desired. 

...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 
FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

CHAPTER  1. 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 

Je'§us  Christ,  b  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 
2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'gaac;  and 

cI'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  f  Ja'cgb 
begat  Jfl'das  and  his  brethren; 
3  And  yju'das  begat  Pha'res  and 

Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  h  Pha'res 

$i.00  for  25  Cents. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 

/eekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Bretlv 
en  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
ecognized    church    organ.     Price,   $1.50    per 

Eclipses  Them  All  I 
35a  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

The  Monon  Route,  with  Its  customary  enterprise,  hai 
put  on  n  new  fast  train  that  makes  the  run  between  CM 

cago  and  Jacksonville  i"  Uiii  ly-livc  .ind  one-hall  hours. 
This  train  Is  composed  ol  elegant  Pullman  Pertected 

Salcty  Vestlbulcd,  Open  and  Compartment  Sleepers,  In- 
cluding Drawing  Room  and  Bullet  Sleepers,  as  well  at 

comfortable  day-coaches,  with  Monon  Celebrated  High- backScats.   . 

This  train  leav 

at  Cincinnati  n> P.  M„  Atlanta, 

8:  ao  the  second  1 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum   *    So 
ies  to  one  address,  3  months   17° 
ies,  to  one  address,  3  months,   1  50 
ies,  to  one  address,  6  months   3  35 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months   See 

f—N  °p~["  Q  ̂   (^J  "T^ 

POLAND  +  CHINA  *  SWINE 
Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 

Also  a  few  GOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low. 

Address:  O.  E.   FRANK, 

4ti3  Pleasant  Home,  t 

TJTJBBEL'S 
Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 

:i  Levant,  div! 
Ciiit.  leather  lined  to  edtfe, 

under  gold  edge,  silk  se> 
and  is  probably  the  most  d 
bie  Bible  for  the  price  on 

among  the  Bibles,  and  the 
we  would  reconuiu-nd  at 
all  others.  It  contains  all 

helps,  maps,  etc.,  etc.,  beli 
E  best  ol  Bibles, 

$4.00. call  (or  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Address,  BRETIIIIBN'S  PIMISIIIM  COMPANY, 
Mt.  Morris,  1 

Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 

are  engaged  in  church  work.  A  complete  set 
of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.  Price 
25  cents  per  copy.     Address  this  office. 

You  Need  It ! 

Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 

S.  E-  DUBBEI.  &  CO.,  Proprietor*, 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

This  hotel  is  c< 
able  House  of  it moderate,  varyinf 

R  member  We  Are  Busy 

and  Automatic  Gates,  etc,  to 

tozners,    Write  na  for  prices  and  oatalogue. 

THE  HOLLINGEK  FENCE  CO., 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 
305  S.  Charles  St„  Baltimore,  Md,

 

Roa'ti, 

periodicals  will  be  s Samples  of  0 n  application.        

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 

ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
y  way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;  special 
rms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly. — Prepared  for  all  ad 
ed   cla the  lei 

and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  Ies 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly 

keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to 

Single  subscription,  < 
•  3Kc 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub 

lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  greal 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it, 

.  iXg 
.iSc 

Sunday   School   Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  va 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleas* 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 

No. 

>  Pour  iK'slgna 
ie,  flowered  b 

e  gilt  edge,  ul 

835H  Landscape  an* 

When  ordering  cards  be  s 

there  may  be  t 

Sunday    School  Supplies.— We    keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

,  pictorial  • 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. Address,  _ 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
lit,  Moirli,  111 

<  Chicago  daily  nt  8:3a  P.  M..  arriving 
(l  mnrnlnft   at  7:3a,   Chattanooga  f,:  50 

orning,  in  nmplc  time  to  make  conncc- ;a  (or  points  in  Central  nnd  Southern 

This  Is  the  fastest  time  ever  mude  by  any  line  bn- 
tveen  Chicago  and  Florida. 
City  Ticket  Oificc,  131  Clnrk  Street.  Chicago;  Frank  J. 
Iced,  Gcn'l,  Pass.  Agt„  Chicago. 
For  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 
ddrcss  L,  E.  Sessions,  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt,,  Minneapolis 

Teeter's  Commentary. 
You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 

New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1    It  is  non-sectarian. 
2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  It;  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

speculative  theories. 
6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 

comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  found  on  each 

page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 
(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 

the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

ject or  in  comparison  with  it 
10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

ir.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

sons, (i)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 

his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  fumish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

nqfces,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 

print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 

best. Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  -  -  S  SO 

Bound  in  morocco,       ....  6  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- dress:     brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 

one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  S4.00; 
Half  Leather,  84.50;  Half  Morocco, 

$5.00, 
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Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 

A  Wonderful  New  State ! 

Thirty-two  Million  Dollars  Worth  of 
Products  in  1895  ! 

The  growth  of  North  Dakota  has 
been  one  of  the  marvels  of  western 
development.  A  few  years  ago  it  had 
no  place  on  the  map.  In  1895  it  pro 
duced,  according  to  the  report  of  the 

National  Department  of  Agricul'urc 
61,057,710  bushels  ot  wheat,  the  sec 
ond  largest  yield  of  any  State  in  the 
Union,  Minnesota  standing  first.  Of 
oats  it  had  19,067,914  bushels,  barley, 

8,839,286,  the  fifth  in  rank  in  the  Un- 
ion, and  of  potatoes,  5,lg2,|jS  bushels. 

The  total  value  of  farm  products  was 
over  ̂ 32,000,000,  not  to  speak  of  live 
stock  and  the  dairy. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Barrett,  of  Church's 
Ferry,  Commissioner  of  Forestry,  ̂ .tys: 
"When  the  thoughtful  man  begins  to 
investigate  the  natural  resources  and 
wealth-producing  possibilities  of  the 
State  he  becomes  amazed  at  the  dis- 

coveries made,  and  the  high  condition 
of  attainment  in  store  for  our  citizens 
and  the  masses  to  occupy  our  borders 
in  years  to  come.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  accumulation  of  property  from  the 
products  of  the  farm,  I  could,  if  nec- 

essary, give  a  long  list  of  farmers  in 
Ramsey  County,  and  other  parts  of 

the  Devil's  Lake  district,  and  of  the 
State,  who  have  made  from  S3,ouo  to 
$50,000  from  that  source  in  the  last 
few  years,  commen  ing  their  work 
with  little  or  no  means  except  strong 
willing  hands  and  well-balanced  minds. 
During  the  past  season  the  crops 
throughout  the  State  gave  the  follow- 

ing results:  Wheat,  25  to  60  bushels 
per  acre;  oats,  50  to  116  bushels  per 
acre,  barley,  35  to  50  bushels,  and  flax, 

25  to  ,0  bushels.  Even  in  the  Devil's Lake  land  district  the  wheat  raised 
last  year,  according  to  statistics, 
amounted  to  11,000000  bushels,  which 
gave  our  farmers,  even  at  the  very 
low  price  of  40  cents  a  bushel,  over 
S4, 400,000,    from    one    kind    of   grain 

AMERICAN  CDFFiE  PLANT  *:™ZU, 

Th< Devil's  Lake  Inter  Ocean  gh 
f  many  cases  of  what  any  ir 

can  do,  in  the  folio 

acres  of  Ihis  farm  i 
beautiful  farm  borne 
incumbrance.     In  adi 

Morse  is  amply  suppl 

\:,TT, 

his  farm,  and  has  plenty  of 

strate  the  fact  that  others  can  succeed  1 
There  are  greater  anil  hettet  opportunities 
getting  a  home  and  succeeding  here  than  , 

Brethren  and  others  looking  for 
homes  in  a  country  of  fertility,  when 
lands  are  still  cheap,  where  school: 
and  churches  are  established  and  pos 
sessed  of  railway  facilities  and  othei 
modern  conveniences,  are  invited  to 
correspond  with 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111 

Brethren    going    to    North   DakotL 

can  join  colonies  and  churches  already 
established. 

Planting  Trees 
In  February  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal. 

,.,  Chlongf\  111.,  Is  planning  a  Ion*; 
g  among  those  who  write  with  the 
tik  next  winter.     Special  m-range- 

RASPBERRY  PLANTS  tcu„"^t^ 

Hi.rsl.  Dallun,  (Mm 

Havcrland,  Ei 
I.  fa-so.  pet  hundred.  35  cents. 
!,  Green  Mountain  and  others, 
labels,  $3  aS.  Wisconsin  Tree 
er  peck,  60  cents.  All  home 
repaid.     Address,    Abraham 

ii'.'tlllilu]   drink.     Upon   receipt  ol 

)c  sent  by  mail,  postpaid,  together 

hen  you  order.    Address,  S.  D.  Ogg 
Losm  building,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

ndestnictl- 

Crocker-Huffman 

Land  and  Water  Company. 

MERCED, 
CALIFORNIA. 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

This  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Easy  Terms  ol 

Low  Kental  ol  Si  per  Acre  per  Annum. 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Fine  Home  Market  in  Merced  City.    Churches  o 

On of  THREE  RAILROADS!    Before 
:  a  step  as  selecting  ,1  home,  in-.rsti- 
.  You  will  not  regret  it.  We  shall 
I  Excursion  Party"  to  Merced  on 
1896.  to  be  under  the  special  care  and 
.gent.  Mr.  Willet  Williams.    Forcir- 

■ 

Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 

NotlhJMota. 
If  You  Are   Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 
Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 

Wells  and   Foster 
Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 

THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and   numer- 
ous loading  platforms. 

THERE  ARE  three     rivers     whi 
these  Counties, 

THERE  ARE  numerous    small    streams 
lakes,  ,    ,  -   ,  - 

THERE  ARE  good  wells  of   drinking    w 
from  18  to  35  feet  deep,  IrcL  Inn 

THERE  ARE  good   marke 

Wheat  raised  per  acre    in 

their  settlement  in  lHHi ,  ex- 
cept In   1SS6    when    the  av 

THERE  HAS  NEVER  been'  I  failure  a\  crops in  Welts  and  Foster  Coun- ties tlnough  thi  effect  of  a 

THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of     locating    in    the 

THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  iii  buying  lands  on 

th^h^li^n'cLi^^lIy 

asked; 

THERE  IS  ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  for 

The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 

'fie  Railroad  has  SjO.000  acres  of  land  in  Fos- raud  Weils  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re 
trved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
1  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  to  give  land 

The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  £ 

to  $5  per  acre,  and  ten  years'  time  is  given 
with  only  one-tenth  cash  each  year,  at  6  pc 
cent  interest. 

•my  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  yea 

lands,  and  have  piled  applications  for  land  in 

offer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 
id  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 

assist  you  free  of  cost  in  gelling  passenger  and 
freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 

vestigated.   Write  to C.  W,  Mott, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R„ 
St.  Paul,  Minn. I.  Phipps, 

Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

£for  alO-eent-  be 
:  CORN  CURE,  tot 
remove  Corns,  Wai 
:he  torture  of  Con 

Vfay 

■  kn  nil  you  have?  Tub  first  implication  stops, 
11  and  two  or  three  applications  remove  the 
It  la  one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  its  kind 

ill  Corns.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
cents  in  stamps.  Order  at  once  and  dispose 
r  Corn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 
t  lo-oent  box  of  Corn  Cure  and  a  26-cent 

VS    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    for 

Constipation. 
Live  agents  c 

Write  quick  f 

IBowe 
locality. 

m  make  from  J3.0 
r  territory  and  terms.    Address, 

E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 

■name,    30   varieties,    by   mail   or   freight.     Ask  f< 
I  sell  way  down.-below  New  York  firms. 

Address:  THEO.  HEIPLE,  Seedsman, Boucher,  Pa. 

Farm  for  Sale. 

.ulihsl.  Brethren's  S.  S.  So 

MAUEE  A  FINK, 
Loganspoit,  Ind, 

Brethern'i Plain  Clothing  I 
1 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 
pies  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 

cluthii 

applicatio 

isuring  blanks,  tape  j 

for  ordering  will  be  3 

.  Our  rules  for  self-  J 
o  simple  any  one  can  1 

understand  them.  
4 

We  guarantee.the  fit,  the  make  and  4 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  A 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices  j 

are  reasonable.    Address, Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,         4 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND.  < 

MHere  Again  for  1896 
C.  C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 

and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  loo  pages  Sxto 

Bny  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

^''hlL-h    ..rll-!VL-ul;itll|. 

•  glial'..!,'. .. 

SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO,  Fnram-Vn'    I'  "   « 

catarrh  inhaler 
FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  SlEssENGE«y 

one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
-m ■(  e-sfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  relief. 
After  using  it  one  clay  as  a  trial  you  may  send 

me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 

many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  but  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 

DR.  EJ.  J.  WORST, 
ratent  applied  for.  ASHLAND,  OHIO. 

New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 

mm  only.  The  lands  are  specially  adapted  for 
Kittle  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  large 
irops  of  wheat,  oats,  barley  and  all  kinds  of  grain, 
;orn,  vegetables  and  potatoes  in  great  abundance 
ind  of  best  quality.  The  markets,  on  account  of 
;ke  close  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Du- 

uth  and  West  Superior,  are  tbo'very  best,  the 
ate  for  shipping  of  grain  being  only  7Ji  too  cents 

lie  water  or  soil.  Plenty  of  timber  for  building 

m-poses,  fences  and  fuel.  Splendid  climate.  No 
niirle  wind  or  blizzards,     It  Is  an  ideal    place  for 

jmrchasi'  of  kij  Hums  and  .•:{».{»  on  a  purchas 

For  further  information  apply    to   the  ow: 
'I100.  F,  Koch,  17(1  E  3d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  or, 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 

501  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Mfn Exclusive  Brethren  Agents. 
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We  have  previously  spoken  of  photographing  the 

bones  through  the  flesh.  It  is  now  announced  that 

even  the  human  voice  is  being  photographed. 

This  reminds  us  of  the  fact  that  photographing  has 

served  a  grand  purpose  in  the  Bible  Lands,  by  fix- 
ing on  paper  customs  that  have  existed  from  the 

time  of  the  Savior,  thus  enabling  us  to  verify  many 

things  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures.  Changes  are 

rapidly  taking  place  in  all  the  lands  mentioned  in 
the  Bible,  but  not  before  the  photographer  had 

done  his  work  in  giving  to  the  world  a  correct 
picture  of  the  real  condition  of  things.  In  this 

respect  the  camera  has  proved  of  immense  value  to 

the  careful  Bible  student.  In  a  few  years  every- 
thing will  be  more  or  less  modernized,  but  the 

pictures  will  go  down  to  all  future  generations  un- 

changed, thus  giving  the  people  of  coming  genera- 
tions an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  very  things  that 

we  have  been  permitted  to  behold.  However  im- 
portant this  may  seem  to  the  Bible  student,  it  is 

not  to  be  compared  to  the  pictures  of  the  mind, 
thoughts,  voice  and  even  actions  of  every  person 

preserved  by  the  Infinite  in  the  archives  of  heaven, 

awaiting  the  judgment.  A  thousand  or  more 
years  hence  each  of  us  may  be  permitted,  in  the 
Presence  of  God,  to  behold  every  act,  thought  and 

motive  of  life.  Let  us  be  impressed  by  the  con- 
sideration that  the  camera  of  heaven  will  make  no 

false  picturesl 

In  answer  to  those  who  are  making  inquiry  con- 

cerning the  kind  of  help  needed  for  the  Armeni- 
ans the  Independent  says:  To  people  that  ask  us 

about  the  kind  of  relief  that  should  be  sent  to  the 

offerers  in  Turkey,  we  can  say  that  the  only  thing 

to  be  sent  from  this  country  is  money.  To  some 
Points  in  the  interior,  which  are  the  worst  suffer- 

ers, those  in  charge  of  the  relief  work  at  Constanti- 
nople have   been    asked   not   to   send  clothing,  as 

e  robbers  are  selling  on  the  spot  the  things  that 

they  plundered,  and  at  greatly  reduced  prices.  Be- 
sides, the  Armenians  and  foreigners  in  Constanti- 

nople are  sending  in  all  the  clothing  that  can  be 
handled  with  present  facilities,  which  is  sent  as  far 
as  Cesarea  and  some  to  Erzrum;  but  not  to  more 

distant  points,  as  the  people  know  hardly  what  to 
do  with  clothing  other  than  the  coarse  homespun 
that  they  are  used  to  wear.  There  was  considera- 

ble waste  on  this  account  in  Bulgaria,  in  1878,  when 
clothing  was  sent  out  from  England.  Nothing, 

certainly,  besides  underclothing  and  army  blank- 
ets should  be  sent,  and  no  food  supplies,  as  there  is 

nothing  like  famine  yet  reported  in  the  sense  of  a 
lack  of  food  for  those  who  have  money  to  buy  it. 
It  looks  now  as  though  the  Red  Cross  workers 
would  be  received,  at  least  individually,  if  not  as 
an  organization.  The  Turks  have  yielded  to  the 
demands  of  the  embassies  and  have  promised  to 
throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  relief,  and  this  may 
open  the  way  for  a  larger  and  more  systematic 
work.  Except  at  Harput  and  Cesarea  the  work  so 
far  done  is  under  the  care  of  the  consuls,  the  mis- 

sionaries acting  as  agents  for  them.  At  Erzrum 
the  Government  agrees  to  furnish  the  food,  and 
the  foreign  commission  the  clothing,  bedding  and fuel.    

At  Constantinople  the  Armenians  are  coming 
forward  nobly  in  the  matter  of  sending  relief. 
Since  the  Turks  would  probably  seize  anything  sent 

goods  and  clothing,  goes  through  the  Bible  House. 

It  is  a  queer  turn  of  affairs  which  makes  the  Amer- 

ican Board's  mission  treasurer  the  only  channel  by 
which  the  Patriarch  can  get  money  safely  to  his 
bishops  in  the  interior.  But  then,  as  he  himself 

says:  "A  time  like  this  makes  us  all  brothers." 
One  whole  floor  in  one  of  the  Bible  House  build- 

ings is  devoted  to  the  clothing  department,  new 
and  second  hand  in  separate  rooms.  Goods  sent 

in  by  merchants  in  the  piece,  form  another  depart- 
ment, where  the  goods  are  cut  and  sent  out  to  the 

various  native  sewing  circles  in  all  parts  of  the 

city  to  be  made  up.  Volunteer  aids  do  the  pack- 
ing, and  the  registers  and  administrative  part  are 

in  the  hands  of  the  American  and  English  ladies, 

assisted  by  some  of  the  gentlemen.  The  activity 

of  the  relief  parties  will  soon  become  a  restraining 
force  in  the  interior.  It  is  almost  as  good  as  a 

regiment  of  troops  to  have  a  foreigner  in  a  Turkish 
country  district.  People  are  afraid  to  do  their 

will  in  his  presence. 

It  was  reported,  sometime  ago,  that  the  remains 

of  a  great  mastodon  was  found  imbedded  in  the 
snow  of  Northern  Russia  where  it  had  remained  in 

a  frozen  condition  for  thousands  of  years.  And 
now  comes  the  story  that  a  gigantic  rhinoceros 

has  been  discovered  in  a  frozen  state.  Its  size  in- 
dicates a  period  possibly  beyond  the  history  of 

man.  Well,  if  the  remains-of  animals  can  exist  in 
a  frozen  state  for  four  thousand  or  more  years, 

what  is  there  in  the  way  of  Noah's  ark  being  im- 
bedded in  the  snow  on  the  top  of  Mount  Ararat? 

Some  may  think  it  just  a  little  curious  that  we 

would  suggest  such  an  idea.  ■  We  are  taught  in 
Genesis,  that  after  the  flood  the  ark  rested  on 
Mount  Ararat,  and  we  now  know  that  the  top  of 
this  mountain  is  covered  with  a  great  body  of  snow, 

and  no  traveler  has  yet  been  able  to  explore  it  ful- 

ly on  account  of  the  terrible  snow-storms  even  in 
mid-summer.  One  traveler  declares  that  at  a  dis- 

tance, by  the  aid  of  his  field-glass,  he  could  see  an 

object  partly  covered  with  snow,  resembling  the  Bi- 
ble description  of  the  ark.     If  the  mountain  top  was 

covered  with  snow,  shortly  after  the  landing  of  the 
ark,  and  has  since  remained  in  a  frozen  condition, 
we  see  no  reason  why  the  great  ship  may  not  yet 
be  in  existence.  But  should  this  ark  ever  be  found 
imbedded  in  the  snows  of  Ararat,  it  will  be  inter- 

esting to  read  the  infidel's  explaining  of  how  it 
ever  got  there  without  a  flood.  We  are  digging  up 
some  remarkable  proofs  in  Bible  Lands,  and  may 

yet  find  something  on  the  top  of  the  Mount  that 
we  have  not  been  looking  for. 

habits 

about 

When  a  Congressman  or  Senator  dies  it  is  cus- 

tomary to  give  him  a  grand  funeral  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government.  The  cost  of  one  funeral  may 

run  as  high  as  $6o,ooo.  This  includes  pay  for  liq- 
uors, cigars,  hotel  bills,  car  fare,  etc.,  etc.,  for  the 

committee  appointed  to  accompany  the  dead  law- 
maker to  his  resting  place,  along  with  such  as  the 

committee  may  see  proper  to  invite.  It  helps  to 
make  the  burden  on  tax  payers  heavy,  to  say  noth- 

ing of  the  crime  against  the  common  people  to 
compel  them  to  pay  for  the  liquors  that  a  crowd 

of  penple  may  drink,  and  the  cigars  they  may 
smoke  while  attending  a  funeral.  If  men  must 
have  bad  habits  it  seems  to  us  that  s 

should  be  held  in  check  on  funeral 

But  perhaps  we  should  not  say  too  m 
sins  in  high  places  until  some  of  the  improprieties 
among  us  on  similar  occasions  are  corrected.  We 
refer  to  funerals  among  our  own  people.     There  are 

places  where  a  death  in  the  family  1   1   
casion  for  a  great  feast  wholly  at  the  expense  of 
the  bereft.  A  poor  man,  who  can  barely  make  a 

good  living  for  his  family,  loses  his  dear  wife. 
The  stroke  is  terrible.  But  in  addition  to  this,  he 

is  expected  to  go  into  debt  and  give  all  his  neigh- 
bors a  big  dinner.  This  is  turning  the  house  of 

mourning  into  a  house  of  feasting.  We  have  even 

heard  of  the  bereft  buying  cigars  and  having  them 
the  dinner  is  over.  Brethren,  we 

wrong.  We  feel  like  sharply  re- 
for  costly  funerals  at  the  expense 

nt,  but  that  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
a  poor  man  into  debt  in  order  to 

ghbors,  just   because 

distributed  afl 
believe  this  i 
buking  Congn 

of  the  Govern 

pared  to  runni mak 

he  is  so  1 
We   talk 

great  feast   for unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  side  comr. 

Dut    preaching    against  popular 

How  many  preachers  have  we  : 
ugh   to   denounce   it?    Can  we 

fingers? 

BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM   FOREKJN  TRAVEL. 

No.  33 — A  Drive  to  Hebron. 

Hebron  is  a  town  of  peculiar  interest,  as  being 

among  the  oldest  and  most  notable  in  Bible  his- 

tory. It  is  first  spoken  of  as  the  home  of  Abra- 
ham, and  many  of  the  interesting  events  of  his 

life  cluster  around  the  place.  Here  he  pitched  his 

tents  under  the  oaks  of  Mamre,  and  here  he  pur- 
chased the  cave  of  Machpelah  as  the  last  resting 

place  of  his  beloved  wife  Sarah.  Here,  also,  are 

the  bodies  of  his  son  and  son's  son, — Isaac  and 

Jacob. 

In  reading  these  Bible  stories  we  formed  our 
ideals  of  the  place,  We  saw  the  large  oaks  with 

their  out-spread  branches,  and,  underneath,  the 

green  grass  and  the  inviting  shade,  giving  cool- 
ness and  comfort  from  the  scorching  rays  of  the 

unbeclouded  sun.  Here,  under  these  God-made 
protections,  were  pitched  the  tents  that  gave  the 

only  home-life  that  these  wandering  children  ever 

knew.     After   all,   taking   in   the   surrounding    cir- 
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cumstances  and  habits  of  life,  the  picture  is  not 

a  sad  one,— neither  do  we  see  why  they  should  not 

have  had  much  of  that  which  makes  the  home-life 
so  sacred  and  dear  to  those  who  are  willing  to 
contribute  to  an  end  so  desirable. 

Well,  we  were  anxious  to  sec  the  place,  and 

gratify  a  long-wished-for  desire.  So  preparations 
were  made.  This  time  carriages  were  used,  as 

Palestine  has  a  few  good  roads  and  one  of  them 

leads  out  to  and  beyond  Hebron.  This  is  one  of 
the  best  roads  in  all  the  country,  and  as  we  took 

the  advantage  of  an  early  start,  the  first  part  of  our 

ride  was  delightful. 

Immediately  outside  of  the  city  we  have  the 

"  Plains  of  Rephaim,"  where  David  twice  met  in 
battle  array  and  vanquished  the  ever-defying 
Philistine  armies.  Four  miles  outward  we  pass 

Rachel's  Tomb.  At  six  miles  we  leave,  to  the  left, 
Hclhlehem,  referred  to  in  a  former  letter.  Next 

we  come  to  the  head  of  the  valley  of  Elah,  where, 
further  on,  David  slew  the  Giant  of  the  Philistines 

and  terrorized  the  whole  army.  After  this  we 
come  to  the  Pools  of  Solomon  on  the  left  side  of 

the  road,  and  constructed  on  an  incline  towffrds  the 

East.  They  were  constructed  by  Solomon  for 

supplying  Jerusalem  with  the  needed  water,  which 
was  conducted  thither  by  an  aqueduct.  There  are 

three  of  them,  one  below  the  other,  thus  taking 

advantage  of  the  incline.  The  first  pool  is  381  feet 

long,  228  feet  wide  and  25  feet  deep.  The  ether 

two  are  nearly  of  the  same  capacity,  so  that  a  large 

quantity  of  water  was  thus  slored  away.  The 

supply  was  partly  from  a  spring,  above  the  upper- 
most one,  and  from  surface  drainage.  The  pools 

are  now  abandoned,  but,  without  much  expense, 
could  be  repaired,  and  would  be,  were  it  not  for 

the  jealousy  and  unspeakable  meanness  of  the 

Mohammedan  powers  that  be.  Splendid  offers 
have  been  made,  by  which  they  could  have  been 

repaired  and  given  the  city  first-class  water  ad- 

vantages, but  all  these  offers  were  obstina'ely  re- 
jected, and  the  dilapidated  pools  remain. 

Leaving  this  place,  we  continue  our  ride  to 

Hebron,  but  first  visit  the  traditional  'Oak  of 

Mamre."  After  a  circuitous  walk  of  thirty  min- 
utes along  side  of  a  small  stream,  vineyards,  gar- 

dens, etc.,  we  come  to  the  notable  oak  under  which 

Abraham  of  old  pitched  his  tent,  killed  the  fatted 

calf,  entertained  angels  and  heard  the  news  of  the 

destruction  of  Sodom.  Though  this  may  not  be 
the  identical  tree,  yet  we  are  assured  that  it  is 

very  old,  and  that  as  far  back  as  the  sixteenth 

century  the  little  boys  and  girls  gathered  acorns 

beneath  its  wide-spread  branches.  How  long  be- 
fore this  it  peeped  out  from  the  acorn  that  dropped 

from  the  other  oak,  history  does  not  tell  us,  but 

from  present  appearance  its  days  will  soon  be 
numbered,  as  most  of  its  branches  have  succumbed 

to  the  storms  of  the  ages  and  only  a  few  struggling 
ones  are  left  to  tell  the  story  to  the  ever-curious 
tourists,  who  will  continue  their  visits  to  the  old 
Abrahamic  home. 

Around  the  large  and  decaying  trunk  is  built  a 

platform  on  which  our  lunch  cloth  was  spread, 

well-filled  with  the  very  best  that  our  genial  land- 
lord of  the  New  Grand  Hotel  had  to  give. 

As  we  ate  we  could  not  help  but  think  of  Sarah's 
ash  cakes,  and  well-browned  veal.  The  associa- 

tions to  us  were  exceedingly  pleasant  and  interest- 

ing. Of  course  the  occasion  was  spiced  with  the 
presence  of  the  natives,  young  and  old,  great  and 
small,  expecting  the  ever-welcome  backsheesh  and 

a  tariff  for  the  privilege  of  setting  our  feet  on 
sacred  ground.  We  are  glad  to  think  that  Father 
Abraham  owned  the  premises  and  that  his  right- 

eous soul  was  not  continually  vexed  by  native  beg- 
gars. 

After  finishing  our  lunch  and  "  distribution " 
was  made,  we  turned  our  steps  towards  the  ancient 

City  of  Hebron,  and  Machpelah,  where  repose  in 

sepulchral  silence  the  ashes  of  these  men  and 
women  of  God,  who  called  themselves  pilgrims 

and  strangers,  seeking  a  better  home, — a  better 
city. 

The  place  has  a  population  of  about  10,000, 

shows  some  signs  of  enterprise  and  is  beautifully 
surrounded.  Some  of  the  first  olive  orchards  that 

we  saw  anywhere  were  around  and  near  Hebron. 

The  grapevine,  especially,  thrives  here  and  it  is 

supposed  that  it  was  here  that  the  spies  found  the 
clusters  of  grapes,  referred  to  in  Num.  13:23,24. 

The  place  was  called  the  brook  of  Eshcol  because 
of  the  cluster  of  grapes  which  the  children  of 
Israel  cut  down  from  thence.  The  grape  season 

was  past  and  therefore  we  did  not  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  the  large  clusters,  but  we  saw  the 

vines  in  abundance  and  heard  of  the  famous  grapes 
which  they  bore. 

After  seeing  the  places  of  note  and  the  sur- 
roundings, we  again  returned  to  the  Holy  City, 

well  pleased  with  our  day's  excursion.  H.  B.  B. 

•ESSAYS. 

IN  ALL  POINTS. 

Of 

ithe 
Hale 

Seems  almost  reaching  nut  a  hand  to  us; 
We  feel  at  last  that  fellowship  is  near, 

That  some  one  else  has  thought  or  acted  thus. 

But,  on  a  sudden,  comes  a  painful  jar; 

1  hat  battler  was  not  like  us,  after  all. 
Where  most  we  need  him,  he  diverges  far. 

Who  is  there  just  our  conflict  to  forestall? 

Lo!  in  the  record  of  the  guileless  One 

A  peerless  human  sympathy  is  found. 

"  In  all  (minis  tempted  just  as  we  arc," — none 
Can  pass  beyond  his  world-embracing  bound. 

A  sacred  reticence  has  failed  to  mark 

This  sin,  or  that,  which  tempts  us  here  or  there; 

But  Christ  is  not  a  stranger  in  the  dark, 

And,  without  sin,  has  met  it  everywhere. 

However  isolated,  then,  your  case, 

It  is  not  new  unto  the  helping  Christ. 
Go  to  him  with  it,  as  though  face  to  face, 

And  in  his  all  your  need  will  be  sufficed. 
—  Charlotte  Fisk  Bates. 

•THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  33:   6. 

Number  Nine. 

light  be  made  the  righteous: 

How    MAN    REACHE IGHTEOUSNESS. 

Since  it  is  clearly  evident  that  no  man  can  reach 
holiness  by  his  wotks,  we  must  look  elsewhere  or 
not  stand  righteous  before  God.  It  is  not  our 
obedience  that  gives  us  holiness,  but  the  obedience 
of  Christ,  our  substitute.  So  soon  as  the  sinner  can 
plead  the  obedience  of  Jesus,  our  Lord,  he  is  recon- 

ciled before  God.  He  is  justified  in  God's  sight; 
he  is  holy;  he  is  righteous;  he  is  sanctified;  he  is 
truly  saved.  Just  so  long  as  a  man  can  keep 
Christ's  obedience  applied,  he  is  out  from  under condemnation. 

The  sinner  is  truly  brought  in  vital  contact  with 
Jesus  alone  by  faith.  As  Abraham  stood  justified 
by  faith  without  works,  so  the  sinner  stands  wilh- 
out  works.  "  Faith  was  reckoned  to  Abraham  for righteousness.  How  was  it  then  reckoned?  when 
he  was  in  circumcision,  or  in  uncircumcision?  Not 
in  circumcision,  but  in  uncircumcision.  And  he  re- 

ceived the  sign  of  circumcision,  a  seal  of  the  right- 
eousness of  the  faith  which  he  had  yet  being  un- circumcised:  that  he  might  be  the  father  of  all 

them  that  believe,  though  they  be  not  circumcised- 
that  righteousness  might  be  imputed  unto  them 
also:  and  the  father  of  circumcision  to  them  who 
are  not  of  the  circumcision  only,  but  who  also  walk 
in  the  steps  of  that  faith  of  our  father  Abraham, 

which  he  had  being  yet  uncircumcised."  Rom  4. 

9-12. 

Abraham  obeyed  because  he  believed,  and  not  in 

order  to  believe,  and  he  stood  righteous,  not  be- 

cause he  obeyed,  but  because  he  believed.  f0 
have  refused  obedience  would  have  demonstrated  a 
lack  of  faith,  and  Abraham  could  not  have  been 

righteous.  "  For  the  promise,  that  he  should  be 
the  heir  of  the  world,  was  not  to  Abraham,  or  to 

his  seed,  through  the  law,  but  through  the  right- 
eousness of  faith.  Therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it 

might  be  by  grace;  to  the  end  the  promise  might 
be  sure  to  all  the  seed;  not  to  that  only  which  is  of 

the  law,  but  to  that  also  which  is  of  the  faith  of 

Abraham."     Rom.  4:  13,  16. 
The  sinner,  then,  is  brought  into  vital  contact 

with  Jesus  by  faith.  Baptism,  as  an  ordinance,  is 
nothing  without  faith,  but  if  there  is  iaith,  it  is 

symbolical  of  the  deeper  work  of  grace  wrought 

within  the  soul.  God  purifies  men's  hearts  by 
faith,  and  their  souls,  or  lives,  by  obeying  the  truth. 

Acts  5:  9;  I  Pet.  I:  22.  Until  the  heart  is  purified 
by  faith,  doing  the  works  is  like  trying  to  force  re- 

ligion into  a  man.  It  is  at  best  only  putting  re- 
ligion on  the  outside.  There  is  no  real  and  vital 

contact  with  Jesus;  there  is  no  birth  of  the  Spirit. 
The  man  is  not  born  again,  he  is  only  baptized. 
Religion  on  the  outside  and  none  in  the  heart  is 

legalized,  religious  prostitution, — holding  to  the 
law  without  the  grace  of  the  Gospel, — having  a 
name  to  live,  and  behold  we  are  dead. 

The  man  or  the  woman  whose  religion  lies  in 

duty,  whose  salvation  is  in  works,  loses  all  the 

sweetness  of  personal  contact  with  Jesus.  They 
are  ever  on  the  cross,  but  it  is  not  the  cross  of 

Jesus.  Every  form,  ordinance  and  ceremony,  every 
duty  or  obligation  becomes  a  cross  to  such,  often 
too  heavy  to  bear.     The  man  who  has  his  religion 

form  and  not  in  the  heart  is  constantly  burdened 
with  duty.  Instead  of  free,  joyous,  glad  service,  he 
is  like  a  slave  bound  down  to  a  hard  master.  The 
man  whose  heart  is  purified  by  faith,  meets  eve-1: 

duly,  obligation,  ordinance  and  ceremony  of  the 
Word  and  of  the  church  with  glad  freedom.  Duty 
is  always  welcome,  and  labor  is  joy,  for  by  this  true 
manhood  is  grown.  The  cross,  the  daily  cross  of 
the  Christian,  lies  down  deeper  than  ordinance  and 
form.  The  battle  is  fought  and  the  victory  won 

before  form  and  ordinance  begin.  Religion  is  in 
the  heart  and  it  is  but  natural  that  it  manifest  it- 

self. The  Christian's  cross  is  down  in  the  heart, 
and  his  service  is  a  glad,  free  service,  doing  none 
the  less  of  ordinance  and  ceremony  than  the  mere 
formalist  whose  cross  is  in  duty,  whose  service  is 

bondage,  whose  liberty  is  sin,  and  whose  heaven  is 
hell.  The  man  whose  heart  is  purified  by  faith 

accepts  all  of  duty,  and  nothing  short  of  oppor- 
tunity, earnestly  sought,  will  satisfy  the  dropping 

of  a  single  "  ought  "  or  "  shall  "  of  Jesus. 
Naturally  speaking,  the  birth  of  a  man  into  the 

physical  world  is  but  a  change  of  relationship.  So 
in  the  spiritual,  the  man  is  as  much  of  a  man  one 
moment  before  birth  as  he  is  one  moment  after, 

either  in  the  physical  or  spiritual  world,  if  birth  is 
counted  only  at  the  point  of  complete  deliverance. 

It  is  by  faith  that  we  are  brought  to  the  point  of 
birth,  by  faith  that  we  are  born,  by  faith  that  we 

live,  by  faith  that  we  are  brought  into  contact  with 

Christ's  obedience,  by  faith  that  we  are  justified. 
"Therefore  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 

with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  Rom. 

5:  1.  "For  by  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith; 
and  that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God: 

not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast."  Eph. 

2:  8,  9. 

The  child  of  God  works  because  he  has  life,  and 

not  in  order  to  get  life.  Faith  is  the  vitalizing 

power  on  the  part  of  the  individual  in  the  work  of 
the  new  birth.  "  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized 

shall  be  saved"  (Mark  16:  16)  is  not  invalidated 

nor  weakened  by  one  being  brought  in  contact  with 

Jesus  by  the  power  of  faith  prior  to  baptism.  "As 

many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ 
have  put  on  Christ"  (Gal.  3:  27)  is  not  antagonistic 

with  true,  consecrated  faith,  even  prior  to  the  bap- 
tismal ordinance.     If  the  faith  is  not  true  and  the 
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dividual  consecrated  before  the  legal  part  of  the 

'"  emony  of  baptism  is  performed,  baptism  loses 
design,  and  the  individual  is  apt  to  become  a 

'ere    formalist.     The    man    who    is   brought   into 
close  touch  with  Jesus  by  the  power  of  faith  will 

ladly  go  on  unto  complete  deliverance  from  sin, 

by  the  obedience  of  faith.  It  is  by  believing  and 

not  by  works;  it  is  by  believing  and  not  by  feeling; 

jt  is  by  believing  and  not  by  seeing,  that  we  are 

saved,  sancti6ed  and  made  holy.     Obedience  is,  or 

hould  be,  a  manifestation  of  faith  and  carries  with 

it  divine  assurance. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 

[Those  who  may  not  understand  Bro.  McCann  so 

fully  in  the  above  article,  will  be  sure  to  get  the  full 

force  of  his  reasoning  next  week.— Ed.] 

:  to  hii 
idothi 

;  but  upon  what  plane 
had  ever  yet  clearly 

SOMETHINQ  ABOUT  BAPTISM. 

BY  G.  J.  FEKCKEN. 

F.  Godet,  the  great  Swiss  commentator,  who  is 

by  no  means  a  Baptist  or  trine  immersionist,  says: 
be   baptized   in   the   name 

plunge  oneself  into  water,  with  proi 

of  .  .  .  means  to 
lise  to  belong  to 

in  whose  name  the  rite  is  administered.  Bap- 

tism, therefore,  is  a  taking  hold  of  the  baptized  by 

the  person  whose  name  has  been  invoked  for  the 

performance  of  that  ordinance." 

The  difference  between  baptizing  and  "teach- 

ing" (or  discipling)  is,  that  the  latter  is  a  spiritual 

work  pertaining  to  the  production  of  faith  and  the 

engendering  of  souls;  while  the  former  enters  into 

the  domain  of  church  organization.  To  evangelize 

is  to  cast  the  net.  To  baptize  is  to  gather  the  fish 

already  caught. 

Baptism  is  a  symbolical  rite,  the  washing  of  the 

body  representing  the  purification  of  the  soul.  Je- 

sus came  to  John  "  when  all  the  people  were  bap- 

f«d,"  and  when  the  water  was  symbolically  trou- 
bled by  reason  of  their  iniquities.  The  first,  act  of 

his  ministry  was,  then,  to  identify  himself  by  thi; 
rite  to  our  sins.  While  we  think  of  John  figurative 

ly  burying  Christ  under  the  waters  of  Jordan,  w< 

remember  this  saying  of  the  apostle  Paul:  "  For  h( 
hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  .  .  .  that  we  might 

be  made  the  righteousness  of  God."  Hence  we  see 
for  what  twofold  important  reasons  our  Savior  was 

baptized.  His  baptism  identifies  him  with  us,  sin- 

ners; our  baptism  identifies  us  with  him,  the  Right- 

eous. He,  the  Holy  One,  becomes  one  with  us. 

What  condescension!  We,  unworthy  sinners,  be- 

come one  with  him,— what  grace!  O  may  these 

truths,  taught  us  by  the  baptism  of  Christ,  become 

more  powerful  in  our  hearts! 

iophy. 

God's 

efusal 

great 

Boris  is  the  name  of  the 
Ferdinand   and    Princess    M 

was  baptized  by  aspersion,  i 
church,  his  father,  and  especially  h 

strong    members    of    that    church 
wants  the  heir  to  the  thro 

fant  child  of  Prince 

ie   of    Bulgaria.     He 
the  Roman  Catholic 

mother,  being 

But    Bulgaria 
:e  the  nation, 

a  member  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  church,  so.  to 

please  his  subjects  and  the  Tzar  who  has  not  yet 

recognized  him  as  the  sovereign  of  Bulgaria,  Ferdi- 
nand consents  to  have  his  son  become  a  member  of 

the  Greek  church.  But  shall  he  be  immersed  as  .is 

done  to  all  who  enter  within  her  pale?  No!  there 

are  exceptions  for  erowned  heads,  and  little  Boris 
will  be  received  into  the  Greek  church  only  by 

"laying-on-of-hands"!  Thus,  for  the  first  time  in 

her  existence,  the  Eastern  church  recognizes  bap- 
tism by  aspersion!  What  next? 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

Oth 
]>f  divine  acceptation,  no  c 

md  indisputably  set  forth 

Human  actions  are  put  in  motion  by  motives 

=ither  good  or  bad.  Motive  gives  birth  to  action. 
Now  where  God,  through  Christ,  has  spoken,  there 

he  acted, — for  he  could  not  speak  and  not  act;  for 
one  cannot  disassociate  the  speaking  and  the  act. 

As  well  conclude  that  the  thought  of  God  on  re- 
pentance from  sins  and  dead  works,  can  be  accept- 

ed, received,  believed  and  practiced,  by  separating 

the  thing  said  from  the  thing  to  be  done,  as  to  con- 
clude that  the  teaching  on  feet-washing  can  be  di- 

vorced from  the  act.  The  principles  in  the  Gospel 
universe  cannot  be  treated  with  a  dissecting  knife 

as  the  anatomists  treat  the  lifeless  body  of  man. 

One  cannot  love  by  hating.  One  cannot  obey  by 

disobeying.     One  cannot  do  by  not  doing. 

The  thoughts  of  God  are  clothed  in  the  "  words  of 
God,"  and  the  "  words  of  God  "  set  the  humble  soul 

in  motion,  and  that  motion  is  as  Jesus'  motion. 
There  is  no  escape  from  this  in  divine  phile 

There  is  no  separating  God's  words  and 
acts.  There  is  no  benefit,  where  there  is  a 

to  come  in  touch  with  the  effect  of  the  on 

cause.  Feet  washing,  by  the  disciples  of  J 
as  unavoidable  as  preaching  and  praying.  It  is  the 

effect  of  love  for  Jesus,— it  is  action  out  of  a  "  new 
heart,"  and  cannot  be  otherwise  than  a  heavenly 

grace.     Jesus  was  a  foot-washer. 
The  "  inner  man  "  or  the  clean  heart,  cannot  live 

by  disunion.  It  cannot  live  by  separating  truth  in 

theory  from  truth  in  practice. 

The  priests  and  prophets  of  theory-alone,  do  not 

recognize  the  existence  of  acts  flowing  out  of  mo- 
tives founded  upon  the  whole  truth  of  God.  Their 

eyes  are  shut  up  against  the  very  elements  of  Di- 
vine Truth  by  the  divinations  of  the  Midianites, 

and  the  rich  rewards  of  worldly-minded  Balaks, 
who  still  offer  themselves  to  ignore  great  truths, 
and  would  curse  Israel  if  permitted.  Some  of  their 
miserable  donkeys  have  decided  to  be  donkeys  no 

longer.  They  saw  the  angel  of  the  Lord  standing 

in  the  way,  and  turned  about.  Balaam's  foot  of 
unbelief  will  some  day  be  crushed  against  the  wall 
of  truth,  and  then  look  out  for  a  paroxysm  of  anger. 
If  he  will  not  see  the  angel,  he  may  see  myriads  of 

shooting  stars,  and  learn  what  it  is  to  cut  in  twain 
theory  and  practice  in  Christian  religion. 

Being  is  the  good  husband  and  doing  the  good 

wife,  and  obedience  the  perfect  child.  No  wonder 
the  world  is  full  of  deformed  spiritual  children, 

when  being  and  doing  refuse  to  marry. 
When  all  Christians  learn  the  strength  of  love,  as 

it  is  in  Christ,  obedience  will  be  honored  more  in 

the  observance  than  in  the  breach. 
And  when  each  soul,  made  new  in  Christ,  shall 

live  in  its  own  house  on  God's  conditions,  instead  of 
becoming  a  creature  of  circumstances,  a  great  point 

in  love  and  obedience  will  be  gained;  for  it  is  one 

thing  to  be  fashioned  by  the  Lord  and  quite  anoth- 

er thing  to  be  fashioned  by  circumstances. 
One  believes  in  the  principles  of  kindness  and  his 

belief  carries  him  into  the  act  of  kindness.  To  be- 

lieve in  the  ground  of  honesty  will  transport  the 

believer  into  the  act  of  honesty.  I  might  see  how 

faith  and  works  can  be  separated,  but  I 

understand  them  unless  united.  Cause 

as  the  power  to  propel  it,  must  terminal 

feet  that  will  be  understood. 

govern  the  church  in  love  and  in  harmony  with 
those  rules.  The  church  is  then  scripturally  bound 
to  respect  those  who  rule  well.     Heb.  13:  17. 

Again,  it  is  highly  necessary  for  elders  to  un- 
derstand the  principles  of  our  church  government, 

and  the  rules  by  which  Gospel  principles  are  to 
be  maintained.  I  once  heard  an  elder  say,  in  the 

presence  of  several  others,  that  he  never  knew  the 

sisters  were  required  to  wear  the  prayer-covering, 
excepting  on  Communion  occasions.  What  can 
we  expect  of  a  congregation  where  elders  know  so 
little?     The 

If 

lis  mind  is  entirely  on 
iners  into  the  church, 
1  failure.  Preaching  is 

uling.  In  the  apostolic 
:hed  but  little,  or  prob- 

CANNOT  SEPARATE  THEM. 

BY  M.  M.  ESHELMAN. 

While  on  Santa  Catalina  Island,  in  July,  1895,  I 

was  questioned  concerning  feet-washing  amongst 
our  people,  and  replied  that  those  who  practiced 

this  could  not  disassociate  theory  and  practice,— 

could  not  separate  love  to  and  for  God  from  obe- 

ith  lo 

WORK  OF  ELDER5. 

BY  ENOCH  EBY. 

No  class  of  members  in  the  church  have  so  much 

important  work  to  perform  as  ordained  elders,  and 

observation  teaches  that  no  class  is  less  informed, 

or  at  least,  more  indifferent  about  their  work, 

considering  its  magnitude.  I  write  not  to  censure, 

or  simply  to  criticise,  but  to  urge  improvement  on 

this  line,  as  well  as  in  love  and  good  works. 

No  one  will  question  the  necessity  of  good 

church  government,  and  no  one  of  intelligence  
will 

say  we  can  have  that  without  rules  embodying 

Gospel    principles.    Then    the   elder's  duty  
is  to 

Gospel    says   that   the  woman  should 
id  covered  when  she  prays  or  prophe- 

ister   prays   only   at   the    Communion 
may  well  ask,  Will  it  avail  anything 

even  then?     Is  it  any  wonder  the  sacred  prayer- 
covering  is   falling  into  disuse  in  so  many  places? 

Our  people  need  more  earnest  and  careful  teaching 
on  this  subject. 

Again,  the  Gospel  plainly  forbids  superfluities, — 
"  not  fashioning  yourselves  according  to  the  former 

lusts  in  your  ignorance,"  1  Pet.  I:  14,  "Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world,"  Rom.  12:  2,  "  Let  it  not 
be  that  outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair  and 

wearing  of  gold,  and  putting  on  of  apparel,"  etc., 
I  Pet.  3:  3,  yet  in  the  face  of  all  these  (and  many 
more)  Scriptures,  we  learn  of  ciders  teaching  the 

popular  false  doctrine,  that  it  matters  not  what 
we  wear,  just  so  the  heart  is  right.  Here  Jeremiah 

says:  "And  my  people  love  to  have  it  so."  Jer. 
5:31.  A  fashionable  church  is  the  fruit  of  such 
teaching  and  ruling.  This  is  lamentably  manifest 

in  many  places.  The  sooner  the  eldership  is  taken 
from  such  unfaithful  persons  the  better  it  will  be 

for  them  and  the  church.  "Though  you  have  ten 
thousand  instructors  in  Christ,  yet  have  ye  not 

many  fathers."  1  Cor.  4:  15.  Possibly  we  may 
have  some  who  are  more  for  policy  than  principle. 

It  follows,  then,  that  great  care  should  be  taken 
in  ordinations.  Ordain  a  brother,  and  give  him 

charge  of  a  church  when 
preaching  and  getting  s 
and  you  will  likely  have 

quite  a  different  work  to 
time  some  ruled  that  pre 

ably  not  at  all.     I  Tim.  5:  17. 

Another  sad  fact  noticeable,  is  the  lack  of  knowl- 

edge and  prudence,  in  performing  the  work  of 
ordination.  First,  the  Gospel  provides  for  elders 

in  every  church,  and  clearly  points  out  their  qual- 
ifications, but  docs  not  clearly  define  the  way  it 

should  be  done.  The  Spirit  left  that,  with  many 

other  things,  to  the  wisdom  of  the  church;  hence 
the  church  has  a  good,  well-guarded  rule,  so  there 
need  be  no  mistake.  See  Minutes  of  1890,  Art.  16. 

That  places  the  authority  for  ordination  largely  in 
the  hands  of  the  elders  of  the  District,  though  the 

request  for  an  ordination  may  not  originate  with 

them.  Some  newly-organized  churches  may  need 

a  little  information  along  this  line. 

"Then  self-interest,  caused  by  blood  relation,  may 

sometimes  be  in  the  way  of  churches,  but  the 

wide-awake  elders  in  the  District,  unbiased  by  any 

local  influence,  and  who  know  the  qualifications 

of  all  the  ministers  in  the  District,  as  well  as  the 

needs  and  wants  of  the  local  churches,  are  well 

qualified  to  advise  whether  an  ordinati 
and  also  who  may  or  may  not  be  ord; 

committee  sent  to  effect  the  ordination 

ever,  not  fail  to  consult  the  church  as 

there  are  any  Gospel  objections  to  the  proposed 

ordination.  If  the^e  are  none,  the  ordination  may 

be  performed.  And  yet  the  elders  may,  in  some 

cases,  instruct  those  sent,  to  leave  it  to  the  church, 

who  should  be  ordained  where  there  may  be  a 

number  about  equal  in  qualifications  ai 

such  cases  are  exceptions  and  not  the  r 

This  article  was  suggested  by  an 

Gospel  Messenger,  page  728,  last  voli 

a  flattering  reterence  to  the  District 
Northern  Iowa  and  Dakota,  becaus 

nothing  to  do  but  missionary  work, 
with  the  sentiment  of  our  1 
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stand,  and  more  uniformly 

of  our  church  government, 

by  this,   mean 
moment,   belii 

do,   and   the 

District  do  not  ail  un< 

carry  out  the  principl 
as   dictated    by    our    General    Conference,    would 
greatly  improve  their  work  in  the  church  for  good. 

Such  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  elders  on  the 
decisions  of  Annual  Meeting  greatly  weakens  their 

power  to  rule  well.  1  know  elders  who  take  the 
position  that  Art.  I,  of  1894,  must  be  applied  to 
depose  an  official  from  office  for  immoral  conduct, 
whereas  the  query  referred  to  only  contemplates 
such  who  are  not,  and  cannot  be  made  useful  in 

their  office;  no  matter  how  good  their  moral  stand- 
ing is.  The  s:me  diversity  of  opinion  obtains  in 

reference  to  the  query  on  ordination. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  a  query  to  District  Meet- 
ing that  would  result  in  adopting  measures  to 

unify  the  sentiment  and  work  of  the  elders,  would 
be  a  good  tiling  if  it  did  require  a  meeting  of  the 

elders  so  the  end  may  be-  reached. 
Booth,  Katis. 

which  is  IT? 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

A  few  days  ago  we  listen*  d  to  a  warm  private 

discussion  on  the  question  of  keeping  God's  com- 

mandments. One  party  contended  that  God's  peo- 
ple would  keep  God's  commandments.  The  other 

party  as  strongly  affirmed  that  no  man  could  keep 
all  the  commands  of  God.  We  finally  remarked 

that  it  was  one  thing  to  say  that  no  one  can  keep 
all  the  commands  of  God,  but  quite  anqthcr  thin: 
to  say  that  no  one  dors  keep  all  the  commands  0 
God.  To  assert  the  first  we  blame  God.  To  as 
sert  the  second  we  blame  man.  Who  is  to  blame 

Certainly  not  God.  Man  con  if  he  but  will 

"Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoeve: 

I  have  commanded  you."  Matt.  28:  20.  Did  God,  f 
to  taunt  his  people?  Dare  we,  for  a 

ive  that  the  God  of  the  Bible  would 

in  to  do  something  that  he  could  not 
1  punish  him  for  not  doing  it?  Would 

such  a  course  of  procedure  be  just?  No;  verily  no. 

"Which  is  it"  then?  Can  we  ke.  p  God's  com- 
mands, or  can  we  n  I  keep  them?  It  is  the  former. 

We  con.  If  the  following  is  true,  then  man  is  a 

mere  machine,  and  God  one  of  the  most  unjust  of 

all  beings:  "  God  foresaw  that  man  could  never  walk 
up  to  a  p'  rfect  \tandard" 

Compare  the  above  with  the  following:  God  fore- 
saw that  man  would  not  walk  up  to  a  perfect 

standard.  What  a  difference!  God  gave  his  law 
to  Adam  and  Eve,  not  as  a  tyrant,  but  as  a  God 
of  love.  Nowhere  do  we  read,  because  ye  could  not 
do  so  and  so,  therefore  depart  from  me.  No,  no; 
but  because  ye  would  not.  It  is  simply  folly  to 
say  that  Adam  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  tree 
of  life  before  he  fell.  God  said,  "Thou  mayest 
freely  eat."  Yea,  the  Bible  makes  it  still  stronger. 
"The  Lord  God  commanded  the  man."  Gen.  2: 
.6.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  Adam  could  not 
partake  of  the  Tree  of  Life  when  God  had  said, 
"Thou  mayest  freely,"  but  that  he  could  partake 
"of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil," 
when  God  had  said,  "Thou  shalt  not"?  True, 
after  Adam  fell  he  could  no  more- partake  of  the 
Tree  of  Life,  nor  could  he,  in  any  wise,  redeem 
himself,  and  God  nowhere  commanded  him  to  save 
or  redeem  himself.  God  is  too  wise,  good  and 
just  to  demand  anything  of  man  that  he  could  not 
do.  Hence  God  redeemed  man  by  giving  his  Son 
as  a  substitute.  Now  he  offers  life  as  a  free  gift, 
and  man  can  only  accept  it  by  faith.  But  man's 
free  will  is  no  less  necessary  now  to  accept  life  by faith  in  Christ,  than  it  was  necessary  for  Adam  to 
eat,  or  obey,  and  live.  In  either  case  he  could  if  he would. 

When  man  is  once  redeemed,  he  is  created  in 
Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  "  for  we  are  his 
workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
should  walk  in  them."     Eph.  2:  10. 

True,  in  the  hour  of  trial  God's  people  may  come short  of  doing  all  their  Christian  duties,  hence  the 
continual  need  of  "works  of  faith,"  as  well  as  th. 

"  Remembering  without  ceasing  your  work  of  faith, 

and  labor  of  love."  I  Thess.  I:  3.  "We  love 
him  because  he  first  loved  us."  A  great  part  of 
the  Christian  service  is  composed  of  "labors  of 
love."  These  labors  he  performs,  not  to  redeem 
himself,  but  because  he  is  redeemed.  These  things 
are  done  not  to  merit  salvation,  but  out  of  love, 

because  he  received  salvation  as  a  free  gift.  Ques- 
tion: "Who,  then,  can  be  saved?"  Answer: 

"  Whosoever  will" 

We  quote  Clarke  on  Deut.  5:29:  "O  that  there 
were  such  a  heart  in  them,  that  they  would  fear 
me,  and  keep  all  my  commandments  always,  that 
it  might  be  well  with  them,  and  with  their  children 

forever."  "  If  they  had  not  been  such  perfectly 
free  agents  as  could  either  use  or  abuse  their  lib- 

erty, could  God  have  made  the  complaint  or  ex- 
pressed the  earnest  desire  we  find  in  this  verse? 

He  made  the  human  will  free,  and 
the  influence  of  sin  and  Satan,  he 

liberty.  Had  man  no  free  will,  he 
be  punished  nor  rewarded,  because  hi 

actic 

iequently  no 
1  the  fire  for  its  consu 

the  stone  for  its  gravity."  We  1 
keep  God's   commandments,   but 

in  spite  of  all 

preserves  its could  neither 

:  is  a  mere  ma- 
chine;  and    consequently  no  more  accountable  for 

ing  quality, 
iffirm,  Man 
lot  unaided 

by    God.     Hence   we    have   the    following:    "  How 
often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together, 
even  as  a  hen   gathereth   her  chickens  under  her 

wings,  and  ye  would  not!  "     Matt.  23:  37.     Not  one 
word  is  said   about  ye  could  not.     Hence,  because 

they  ,ould  but  would  not,  their  responsibility  and 
accountability  weie  immeasurably  great. 

SECRET  SOCIETIES  AND  THE  CHURCH. 

BY  A    W.  VANIMAN. 

Recently   I   heard   a  man  remark  that  he  had, 

for   a   great    many   years,   watched    the_   effect    of 
secret  societies  on  the  individual,  as  pertains  to  the 

He  said  that  in   his   opinion    ninety   per 
Tien  who  joined  the  Masons  or  Odd  Fellows 

joining   a   church    would    never    join    any 
although  many  joined   the  lodge  after  be- 

and  I  should  die,  my-family  would  be  pennile  » 
It  is  almost  useless  to  advise  him  to  drop  tW 
when  you  have  nothing  which  to  him  looks  feasi' 
ble  to   offer   in    its    place.     He  turns  to  the 

where 
own,  a 
hath  d 
1  Tim. 
and  is 

The 

al  says,  "  But  if 
specially  for  th 
ed  the  faith  and 

Place 

iy  provide  not  for 
of  his  own  house,  hi 

worse  than  an  infidel" 

e  considers  this  a  positive  command 

tious  in  the  course  he  is  pursuing     ' tion  of  our  church  is  right  on  the  secret 

on   war 

society   question    as    it    has    always   be 
slavery  and  temperance,  and  I  trust  she  will  nevei 
deviate  from  it  as  some  other  churches  have,  but 
:he  protection  feature  is  one  which  demands  careful 
ind  serious  attention. 

Topeka,  /Cans. 

ARE  WE  OPPOSED  TO  IT? 

BY  JOHN  0.  STREETER. 

church, 
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before 
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coming nbers.     The 1    new  to 

correct- 

It  has  long  been  said  that  th 

opposed  to  the  use  of  tobacco,  ar 
are  concerned  it  is  quite,  true,  but 
a  Brotherhood,  stand  on  this  m 

opposed  to  the  use  of  tob; 

Brethr, 

lli!.: 

were 

id  as  far  as  some how  do  we,  as 

after?     Are    we 

o?    We  find  consid- 

me,  and  I  have  no  way  of  det 
ness  of  his  estimate,  but  it  made  me  think  some- 

what along  the  line.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  certainly 
a  strong  point  against  the  secret  societies,  and 
shows  how  much  power  the  lodge  has  over  those 
who  enter  it.  I  heard  another  man  say  that  his 
son  had  not  been  to  prayer  meeting  for  over  two 
years,  because  his  lodge  met  the  same  night  as 
prayer  meeting.  Although  a  professing  Christian, 
his  lodge  had  more  power  to  hold  him  than  the 
church. 

When  talking  with  Masons,  I  have  never  had  one 
admit  the  true  facts  about  the  terrible  oath  they 
take.     However,    I    was   present    where    two    men 
were    talking    about    a   certain    secret    society    to 
which  both  belonged.    One  man  objected  to  their 
oath  or  obligation   and   said   he   did   not   like    it. 
The   other,   who   is   also   a  Mason,   said,  "If  you 
think  this   is   hard  you   had  better   not  join    the 
Masons,   for  that   is  terrible  in  comparison."     He 

thinkingly,   admitted  what   they  so   care- 
tting.     In  city  work  we  come  face 

to   face  with   this   monster   evil.     At   the    present 
time   the   country   is   swept   with   secret   societies, having  for  their  principal  object  mutual  protection 
in  case  of  death.     By  paying  certain  assessments 
the  member's  family  receives  S500.00  to  $3,000  00 .se  of  his  death.    People  in  cities  are  educated is  a  wise  thing  to   do,  and, 

icapness  of  it,  it  is  very  pop- 
lo  most  persons  who  have  studied  the  sub- 

ject carefully,  the  idea  of  providing  for  one's  fam- 
iy  so  that  they  may  not  become  objects  of  charity 
n   case  of  his    death,  is  a  commendable  one,    but vhen   connected   with  a  secret  society  it  becomes dtogether  a  different  matter,  and  it 
>f  a  good  deal  of 
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against  tobacco  on  our  Minutes  (in  the  form 

of  admonitions),  but  when  it  comes  to  prohibiting 
the  use  of  it,  I  find  nothing  but  what  can  be  put 
aside  by  the  lovers  of  tobacco.  Not  only  lay- 
members,  but  church  officers,  are  allowed  to  use 
it,  if  they  will  say  that  they  are  using  it  for  their 
health  (and  they  do  not  need  to  say  for  what 
disease  they  use  it).  Now  the  strange  part  of  it 
is  that  there  is  not  a  medical  institute  in  the 
United  States  that  will  prescribe  tobacco.  Do  we 
claim  to  be  in  advance  of  medical  science,  or  are 
we  sanctioning  something  that  is  not  true?  The 
condition  now  is  that  if  an  officer  is  weak  enough 
spiritually  and  loves  tobacco  well  enough,  he  can 
use  it  if  he  loves  it  well  enough  to  say  that  he 
uses  it  for  his  health.  And  what  is  to  be  done 
about  it?  He  remains  an  officer  in  the  church, 

as  an  example  to  your  children  and  mine.  He  is 
sent  to  admonish  those  in  the  church  that  are 

making  th.-ir  path  a  little  too  wide.  He  is  looked 
upon  by  our  children  as  a  model  Christian,  because 
we  have  placed  him  in  a  position  which  requires 
a  model  Christian  to  fill.     ( 1  Tim.  3.) 

There  are  not  enough  decisions  on  our  Minutes 

yet,  to  stop  an  officer  from  using  tobacco.  I  have 
seen  it  tried.  Are  we  against  the  use  of  tobacco? 
Not  as  much  as  we  should  be.  Our  church  officers 

can  use  tobacco  when  they  certify  that  it  is  for 
medical  purposes.  What  do  those  outside  of 
Christ  think?  When  we,  as  followers  of  Christ, 

say,  "  We  are  against  tobacco,"  and  our  church 
officers  still  continue  to  use  it,  when  even  worldly 

corporations  take  a  stand  against  tobacco,  it  is 
time  the  followers  of  Christ  were  doing  something 
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CONVERSION. 

BY  DAVID  E.  CRIPE. 
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lv  pulverized,  it  is  dampened  and  thoroughly 
worked  or  kneaded,  so  that  the  particles  are  all 
mixed  up  and  change  places.  Then  it  becomes 

pliable  in  the  hands  of  the  potter,  and  he  can  make 
0[  it  whatever  he  will.  He  can  fashion  it  into  a 
neat  and  beautiful  vessel  that  will  be  both  useful 
and  ornamental.  The  clay  has  now  been  shaped 

into  a  vessel,  but  is  still  only  clay.  It  must  next 
be  heated  in  a  furnace  to  give  it  firmness  and  so- 

lidity. If 't  was  made  of  pure  clay,  it  will  come 
out  of  the  furnace  a  finished  vessel,  but  if  there  re- 

mained impurities  in  the  clay,  such  as  pebbles  or 

foreign  matter,  the  heat  will  serve  to  crack  or 

break  it,  and  it  comes  out  worthless. 

This  beautifully  illustrates  the  nature  of  the  sin- 

ner's conversion.  As  a  sinner  he  is  as  worthless 
to  God  and  his  church  as  a  dry  lump  of  clay.  The 
heavenly  call  draws  him  toward  his  Maker.  The 
working  of  the  Word  of  the  Spirit  breaks  him  up, 

crushes  him,  until  all  his  aims  and  plans  and  de- 
lights are  gone,  and  he  lies  pure,  and  weak,  and 

helpless,  before  his  God.  Then,  all  yielding  and 
submissive,  he  is  shaped,  by  the  working  of  the 

Spirit,  into  a  new  creature,  a  vessel  of  honor. 

Then,  like  the  potter's  vessel,  he  must  be  sub- 
jected to  the  furnace  of  trial  and  affliction,  not 

alone  that  his  sincerity  and  purity  may  be  tested, 
but  that  he  may  receive  firmness  and  stability,  that 

will  make  him  a  vessel  fit  for  the  Master's  use. 
In  the  conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus  we  have  the 

most  sudden,  great  and  complete  conversion  that 
the  earth  has  witnessed.  Here  was  a  strong,  bold, 

cruel,  self-righteous  man,  zealously  persecuting  the 
church  and  firm  in  the  belief  that  he  was  doing 

God  service.  At  the  moment  of  his  triumphant 

approach  to  Damascus,  where  he  could  persecute 

the  disciples  of  Jesus  to  his  heart's  desire,  sudden- 
ly that  light  from  heaven  shone  around  him  so 

brightly,  that  it  smote  him  to  the  earth.  The 

light  and  the  voice  he  heard  were  so  convincing 
and  convicting  that  all  his  aims  and  purposes,  his 

delights,  even  his  very  self  were  shattered,  and 

fivnfr  the  dust  of  the  earth  he  cried,  "  Lord,  what 
wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?" 

The  proud  and  haughty  leader  who  had  been 
breathing  out  threatening  and  slaughter  against 
the  followers  of  Jesus  was  now  so  humble  and 
crushed  that  he  meekly  consented  to  be  led  into 

the  city.  There  he -sat  in  darkness,  fasting  and 

praying,  day  after  day.  until  God's  messenger 
came  and  laid  his  hands  upon  Saul,  saying,  "  Why 
tarriest  thou?  Arise  and  be  baptized,  and  wash 

away  thy  sins."  There  fell  from  his  eyes  as  it  were 

scales,  and  he  again  received  his  sight.  With 

these  scales  fell  off  his  ignorance,  his  prejudice  and 

self-righteousness.  Without  hesitation  he  com- 
plied with  the  message  that  God  had  sent  him,  and 

If,  by  prayer  and   fast- 
completely  as  it  did  Saul 

ing,  he  entirely  yields 

God,  his  mind  is  renewed,  changed  or  made  new, 
and  different  from  what  it  had  been,  and  that 
which  he  loved,  he  now  loves  no  more.  The 
places  of  amusement  he  once  delighted  in  have 
no  charm  for  him  now;  the  society  he  loved  he 
seeks  no  longer.  His  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  company  of  the  disciples  of 
Jesus.  He  will  now  gladly  do  whatever  the  Lord 
has  for  him  to  do,  and  offers  on  the  altar  of  his 

service  his  body,  mind  and  spirit.  He  makes  no 
reservation,  for  he  feels  that  he  is  no  longer 
his  own,  but  has  been  bought  with  a  price. 

All  that  he  has,  all  that  'he  is,  all  that  he  hopes  to 
be,  he  lays  at  his  Master's  feet.  He  finds  purer, 
richer  enjoyment  in  the  service  of  God  than  he 
ever  knew  in  seeking  the  pleasures  of  the  world. 
Have  we  experienced  all  this,— we  who  have 

turned  away  from  the  world  to  walk  with  God? 

Do  we  find  more  happiness  in  being  about  our  Fa- 

ther's business  than  we  knew  while  living  in  sin? 
If  we  do  not,  we  have  not  yet  attained  unto  that 
sphere  of  peace  and  trust  and  joy  which  is  the 

Christian's  heritage;  we  have  not  yet  realized  what 
it  is  to  be  a  joint  heir  with  Christ.  We  have  not 
yet  put  on  that  wedding  garment,  the  white  robe 
which  is  the  righteousness  of  saints,  and  are  not 

yet  ready  to  enjoy  the  society  of  heaven. 
Burdick,  Ky. 
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come  with  him  from  Jerusalem,  neith. 
make  any  use  of  the  once  highly 

authority  from  the  chief  priests.  Instead  of  this 

he  went  into  the  synagogue  and  boldly  declared 

that  Jesus  was  the  Christ.  His  conversation  was 

changed.  Before  he  was  breathing  threatenings 

and  slaughter.  Now  his  conversation  was  about 

Jesus  and  the  prophecies.  He  sought  different 

company  now.  He  no  longer  associated  with 

priests  and  soldiers;  the  lonely  and  despised  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  were  now  his  companions. 

This  change  or  conversion  cost  Saul  many  a  sac 
rifice.  He  was  cast  out  of  the  synagogue,  I 

feited  his  place  in  the  Sanhedrin,  he  lost  th 
ety  of  the  learned  and  the  great.  Honor, 

friends,  all  were  gone,  and  he  became  a  fugitive 
and  an  outcast.  What  did  he  gain?  He  gained 

life  of  poverty,  hardship  and  danger;  he  gained 
chains  and  stripes  and  prisons.  He  g; 

than  this.  He  gained  many  souls  for  Christ;  he 

gained  that  peace  that  passeth  understanding.  He 

gained  a  crown  of  everlasting  life,  and  the  friend- 
ship of  the  living  God. 

The  sinner  who  would  come  to  God  can  learn  an 
important  lesson  from  the  conversion  of  Saul  of 

Tarsus.  When  the  light  of  the  Gospel  fully  enters 
his  heart,  it  will  arrest  him  in  his  sinful  course  as 

for- 

soci 

motives  the  very  lowest.  This  lawyer  had  better 
not  asked  the  question  than  to  have  asked  with 
such  a  motive.  And  to  study  the  Bible  merely 
in  order  to  display  our  knowledge  or  to  down  our 
neighbor  in  argument,  is  perhaps  worse  than  to 
not  study  it  at  all.  Or  to  give  to  the  poor  in 
order  to  display  our  charity  or  our  wealth  is  worse 
than  to  not  give  at  all. 

2.  Its  importance,  "  What  shall  I  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life?"  No  more  important  question  could 
be  asked.  It  involves  our  welfare  throughout  all 

eternity.  If  seriously,  it  ought  to  be  asked  much 
more  frequently.  Men  deliberate  and  question 
about  their  food  and  raiment,  their  stock  and 

farms,  their  plowing  and  planting,  their  buying 

and  selling,  as  if  these  were  the  greatest  concerns 

of  human  existence.  But  this  greatest  of  all  ques- 

tions, "  What  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?"— 
how  much  time  and  money  and  energy  and  study 

do  we  spend  upon  its  solution? 
[I.   A   CHEAT   ANSWER; 

"  What  is  written  in  the  law?  how  readest  thou?  " 
When  it  comes  to  settling  a  question  that  involves 

our  salvation,  there  ought  not  to  be  much  room 
left  for  human  opinions  and  preferences.  We 

ought  to  be  satisfied  to  accept  what  we  know  is 

safe, — "what  is  written  in  the  law."  II  we  would 
answer  this  great  question  for  our  fellow-men,  let 
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full  and  satisfactory  explanation.  We  have  known 

some  strong,  heroic  men  whose  ill  fortune  it  was  to 
be  subjected  to  this  ordeal,  and  we  have  always 

sympathized  with  them  most  profoundly.  The 
danger  is  that,  sooner  or  later,  they  will  become 
morose,  cynical,  and  bitter.  Nothing  can  prevent 

this  catastrophe  except  an  abiding  faith  in  the 
love  of  God.  As  long  as  we.  can  look  with  clear 

and  steady  vision  into  the  shining  of  his  face,  it  is 

possible  for  us  to  maintain  a  sweet  and  gentle  dis- 
position, no  matter  how  difficult  our  circumstances 

may  be." 
•^THE  t  SUNDAY  *  SCHOOL^ 

TRUE  LOVE  TO  ONE'S  NEIOHBOR.- 
(Lessonfor  March  8,  l8<, 

Time. — This  is  uncertain,  but  probably  it  wa 

November,  A.  D.  29. 
Place.  -  Perea,  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river 

Jordan. 
Persons. — Jesus,  the  lawyer,  the  wayfarer,  the 

thieves,  the  priest,  the  Levite  and  the  Samaritan. 

Introductory. — Six  days  after  Peter's  confes 
sion,  of  which  we  studied  in  last  lesson,  Jesus  was 

transfigured  on  Mount  Hermon  near  Caesarea 

Philippi.  From  there  he  returned  to  Capernaum, 
and  from  there  he  went  to  Bethany  and  Jerusalem, 
where  he  attended  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  in 

October,  A.  D.  29.  Then  again  he  traveled  north- 

ward through  Samaria,  made  his  last  visit  to  Gali- 

lee, and  turned  again  into  Perca.  It  was  probably 

during  this  journey  through  Perea  that  he  sent 
forth  his  seventy  disciples,  two  and  two,  into  every 

city  and  place  whither  he  himself  should  come; 

and  here,  too,  probably,  he  held  the  conversation 

with  the  lawyer,  as  recorded  in  to-day's  lesson. I.    A   GREAT   QUESTION. 

I.  Its  motive.  "A  certain  lawyer  stood  up,  and 

tempted  him."  He  wanted  to  put  the  Master  to 

the  test  by  proposing  what  he  considered  a  hard 

question.  He  thought  he  would  prove  his  own 

smartness  by  puzzling  the  great  Teacher.  How 

sad  that  a  man  should  have  a  motive  so  low  as 

this  in  asking  a  question  so  important  as  this. 

This  suggests  that  those  deeds  that  appear  out- 
wardly   to    be    the    greatest    may    proceed    from 

infor 

to 

vhat 

ill, 

tin 

law,"  and  to  that  let  us  always  point  them. 
III.    A    GREAT   ILLUSTRATION. 

In  order  to  illustrate  and  apply  the  great  law 

of  love,  Jesus  narrates  the  story  of  the  good  Samar- 
itan. 

1.   The  lack  of  love.     "A  certain  priest  ....  and 
likewise   a    Levite   came    and    looked    on 

him,  and  passed  by  on  the  other  side."  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  both  these  men  whose  conduct 
betrayed  such  a  serious  lack  of  love,  were  of  high 

rank  in  the  Jewish  church.  They  had  been  down 

to  Jerusalem,  apparently  diligent  in  attendance 
upon  the  ceremonies  in  the  temple;  indeed  they 

were  so  busy  they  had  no  time  to  spend  in  ful- 
filling the  law  of  love  on  wayside  sufferers.  Too 

closely  engaged  in  church  business  to  properly  serve  the 
Lord!  What  a  situation!  And  yet  it  is  possible 

to  rhake  the  same  mistake  to-day.  A  poor  family 
lives  across  the  alley  from  you,  and  the  mother 

is  sick  and  really  in  need  of  help  and  comfort. 
To-morrow  a  love  feast  is  to  be  held  a  few  miles 

away,  and  you  would  so  much  enjoy  going.  You 
would  meet  nuny  friends,  hear  good  preaching  and 

enjoy  the  services.  Which  will  you  do,  sister,  at- 
tend the  feast,  or  deny  yourself  of  this  pleasure 

to  minister  to  the  necessities  of  this  poor  mother? 

If  you  can't  do  both,  you  must  decide  in  favor 
of  that  to  which  duty  moit  plainly  points,  and 

that  which  is  most  self-denying  and  Christ-like. 

The  preacher  should  enjoy  his  work,  but  he  sh  luld 
not  like  preaching  so  well  that  he  will  do  that 
to  the  neglect  of  more  important  duties.  Serving 
the  church  is  not  necessaril.  serving  the  Lord 

most  acceptably.     It  is  an  awful  thing  to  allow  our 
for  the  forn 
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the   life   of    the stand   in   the   way   of  out 

Spirit, 
2.  Z«K  exemplified.  "A  certain  Samaritan  .... 

had  compassion."  "  Go  and  do  thou  likewise." Samaritans  were  looked  upon  by  the  Jews  as  dogs 

and  outcasts.  They  were  entirely  too  mean  for 

Jews  to  associate  with,  but  this  one  has  set  an  ex- 
ample to  be  followed  by  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Of  his  conduct  Jesus  himself  said,  "  Go,  and  do 
thou  likewise."  O  brother,  son,  daughter,  have 
you  been  a  great  sinner?  Or  are  you  poor  and 
lowly  and  despised?  It  may  be,  but  if  you  can 

love,— love  Christ  and  your  fellow  men,— you  can 
be  a  Christian.  If  you  can  show  compassion  to 
the  unfortunate  you  can  set  an  example  that  kings 

and  emperors  should  follow.  Your  neighbors  are 
everywhere.  The  unfortunate  of  every  place, 
nation,  color  and  condition  deserve  and  demand 

your  compassionate  and  merciful  ministrations. 
Go  thou,  and  do  them  good.  James  M.  Nbff. 

Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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THE  CALF  PATH. 

One  (lay  through  the  primeval  wood 
A  calf  walked  home  as  good  calves  should. 

lint  made  a  trail  all  bent  askew, 

And  still  he  left  behind  his  trail, 

And  thereby  hangs  my  mortal  tale 

The til  w.is  take 
upr 

]>y  a  lone  dog  that  passed  that  way; 

And  then  a  wise  bell-wether  sheep 

Pursued  the  trail  o'er  vale  and  steep. 
And  drew  the  flock  behind  him,  too, 

As  good  bell-wethers  always  do. 

And  from  that  day,  o'er  hill  and  glade, 
Through  those  old  woods  a  path  was  made. 

And  many  men  wound  in  and  out, 

And  dodged  and  turned  and  bent  about, 

And  uttered  words  of  righteous  wrath, 

Because  'twas  such  a  crooked  path; 

But  still  they  followed,— do  not  laugh,— 
The  first  migrations  of  that  calf; 

And  through  this  winding  wood-way  stalked, 
Because  he  wabbled  when  he  walked. 

This  forest  path*  became  a  lane, 
That  bent  and  turned  and  turned  again; 

This  crooked  lane  became  a  road, 

Where  many  a  poor  horse  with  his  load 

Toiled  on  beneath  the  burning  sun, 
And  traveled  some  three  miles  in  one. 

And  thus  a  century  and  a  half 

They  trod  the  footsteps  of  that  calf. 

The  years  passed  on  in  swiftness  fleet, 
The  mad  became  a  village  street. 

And  this,  before  men  were  aware, 

A  city's  crowded  thoroughfare. 

And  soon  the  central  street  was  this 

Of  a  renowned  metropolis. 

And  men  two  centuries  and  a  half 

Trod  in  the  footsteps  of  that  calf. 

Each  day  a  hundred  thousand  rout, 
Followed  the  zigzag  calf  about; 

And  o'er  his  crooked  journey  went 
The  traffic  of  a  continent. 

A  hundred  thousand  men  were  led 

By  one  calf,  near  three  centuries  dead. 

Then  followed  still  his  crooked  way. 
And  lost  one  hundred  years  a  day. 

For  thus  such  reverence  is  lent 

To  well-established  precedent. 

A  moral  lesson  this  might  teach, 
Were  f  ordained  and  called  to  preach. 
For 

Aloi 

And  work  away  from  sun  to  sun 

To  do  what  other  men  have  done. 

They  follow  in  the  beaten  track, 
And  out  and  in,  and  forth  and  back. 

And  still  their  devious  course  pursue. 

To  keep  the  path  that  others  do. 

But  how  the  wise  old  wood-gods  laugh, 
Who  saw  the  first  primeval  calf. 

Ah,  many  things  this  tale  might  teach,— 
But  I  am  not  ordained  to  preach. 

— Sam.  W.  Foss,  in  N.  V.  Sun. 

THE  OUTSIDE  WORLD. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

Many  a  boy  and  girl  raised  on  a  farm  and  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  lightly  held  by 

them,  because  they  do  not  know  their  value,  look 

with  longing  eyes  on  the  great  world  without 
wish  that  they  were  not.  as  they  think,  hampered 
by  their  home  environment.  They  want  to  get 

away  into  what  they  look  upon  as  a  brighter  world, 

and  take  part  in  the  great  drama  that  is  being  en- 
acted about  them.  The  feeling  is  perfectly  natur- 

al, and  as  general  as  it  is  natural. 
The  writer  will  not  say  that  the  feeling  is  to  be 

wholly  ignored,  for  there  are  occasions  where  it 

may  not  be  desirable  to  remain  on  an  old,  worn- 
out  and  debt-burdened  place.  Still,  it  the  condi- 

tions are  fairly  good  the  chances  are  that  life  will 
under   the   apple   trees 

ty  walls.     I   know  this 

be  better  in  the  long  ru 
than  in  the  shadow  of  the 

to  be  true  from  personal  experience.  It  has  been 
my  lot  to  have  seen  much,  especially  of  our  own 

country,  and  wherever  I  have  been  there  is  a  long- 
ing to  get  back  to  my  country  home.  And  why? 

Because  there  are  peace  and  plenty.  There  is 
nothing  to  mar  the  quiet  beauty  of  the  scene.  I 

know  the  life  history  of  every  plant  and  animal  on 
the  place.  I  remember  well  when  the  tree  was  but 
a  graft,  for  I  put  it  on  myself;  the  cattle  in  the 

field,  the  poultry  clucking  contentedly,  and  the 
clinging  vines  I  know  well,  and  they  have  never 
failed  me  yet. 

In  the  city  it  is  a  continual  warfare,  and  the 

wrecks  of  those  who  have  fallen  are  everywhere, 
and  for  one  who  has  succeeded  there  are  a  hun- 

dred who  have  sunk  into  a  hand  to  mouth  fight  for 
existence.     The  busy  streets,  the  swinging  lights, 
the  displays  in  the 

indowx 

like  the 

flaming  torch  to  the  flutiering,  winged  things,   that 
fly  into  it  and  drop  helpless  on  the  pave. 

At  the  World's  Fair  there  was  a  picture  called 
"Breaking  Home  Ties"  by  a  man  who  was  killed 
by  the  cars  a  week  or  so  ago.  It  is  only  a  small 
picture  that  you  could  take  under  your  arm  and  car- 

ry off,  yet  it  told  a  story  of  homely  truth  that  ap- 
pealed to  the  thousands  who  saw  it,  and  is  yet 

telling  its  story  to  millions,  as  it  has  been  repro- 
duced for  the  public  in  cheaper  form,  Roughly 

slated,  it  represented  a  poorly  furnished,  but  neat 
interior,  and  the  central  figure  was  a  boyish  boy  of 
perhaps  sixteen,  going  away  from  home,  and  bid- 

ding his  mother  good-by.  The  expression  on  the 
boy's  face  was  one  of  thoughtless  anxiety  to  be  off, the  man  who  came  for  him  stood  idly  by,  his  sister 
was  weeping,  and  the  faithful  house  dog  showed 
his  interest  by  every  dumb  brute  sign  of  eloquence. 
The  mother  bids  the  son  a  good-by  that  he  does 
not  understand,  and  in  a  moment  he  will  be  eone 
with  shout  and  hurrah,  in1 
with  dangers  on  every  side, 
may  come  back  on  a  pilgri 
but  the  mother  will  be  out  on  the  hillside,  th 
ter  away,  and  the  dog  that 

1  fields  that  are  beset 

Forty  years  after  he 
age  to  the   old  place, 

ill  if  it  is  not 
nory,  and  the  str; 

ige 

It 

ed  eyes, 

i  not   how 

>urned  him  only  a 

foot  will  be  on  the 

a  life-story  that  thou- 

up    its    duplicate   with 

a  circle  we  describe  in  life 
it  is  how  well  we  do  the  work  that  first  comes  to 
hand  that  counts  in  every  worthy  sense.  Many  a 
boy  or  girl  who  reads  these  lines  forgets  to  con- sider the  advantages  where  they  are,  and  think  that 
happiness  is  far  and  away  over  the  hills  when  it  is right  within  their  reach  if  they  did  not  look  so  far away  from  home  for  it. 

Our  lives  are  pretty  mut 
and  the  most  of  our  troubl 

vhat  we  make  them, 

are  imaginary.  There 

are  a  good  many  puddles  in  the  world,  but  there 
are  also  green  lanes  and  singing  birds.     It  all  de- 

pen 

ds  on  ourselves  whether  we  choose  to  seek •  the  other. 

Lcwisburg,  Pa. 

RUBY,  THE  INDIAN  QIRL. 

BY  G.  V.  GOSHORN. 

In  reading  this  short  sketch  of  the  life  of  Rubv 

you  must  not  forget  that  you  are  reading  about  a 
person  who  has  only  such  parents  as  were  our  fore. 
fathers  of  two  thousand  years  ago,  when  thev 

were  roaming  the  forests  of  Northern  Europe.  A 
few  centuries  of  intelligent  ancestry  may  be  the 

cause  of  much  of  our  ability  to  do  that  which  is 

thought  by  us  to  be  just  and  right.  But  are  we  as 

just  as  we  think  ourselves  to  be? 
Ruby  was  born  about  sixteen  years  ago  in  a  lit. 

tie  wigwam  near  the  City  of  Carson,  Nevada.  She 
never  knew  her  father,  but  she  loves  and  respects 
her  mother,  even  though  she  cannot  regard  her  as 

a  worthy  example  either  for  this  life  or  for  the 

life  to  come.  Her  mother  lives  in  filth  and  ignor- 
ance. She  knows  but  little  more  of  the  means  of 

making  life  pleasant  than  do  the  beasts  of  the 

field,  and  her  hope  for  a  happy  future  is  so  vague 
that  little  comfort  can  be  obtained  from  it.  But 

Ruby  was  destined  to  better  privileges  than  most 
of  her  companions.  When  quite  young  she  was 

pitied  by  a  lady  who  watched  her  as  she  was  car- 

ried in  a  little  basket  on  her  mother's  back.  This 
lady  obtained  privilege  to  take  the  child  and  keep 
it  in  her  own  home.  From  this  time,  until  she 
was  about  twelve  years  old,  she  lived  with  this 

lady,  who  gave  her  much  valuable  instruction  and 
a  pleasant  home.  She  soon  learned  to  love  and 
respect  her  new  mother,  yet  even  to  this  day  she 
has  affection  for  her  own  mother. 

When  about  twelve  years  old  she  was  taken  to 
the  Government  School  where  she  has  been  ever 
since.  This  placed  her  in  new  society.  Here  she 
was  compelled  to  work,  eat  and  sleep  with  those 
whose  ways  she  did  not  like  and  whose  habits  she 
had  not  yet  formed.  Having  inherited  the  evil 

tendencies  of  her  parents  and  not  having  been  suf- 
ficiently strengthened  against  the  dangers  to  which 

she  was  now  exposed  she,  while  gaining  in  many 
useful  qualities  of  life,  actually  lost  in  others,  and 

thus  became  much  like  her  companions.  Though 
discouraged  yet  not  overcome,  she  gradually  in- 

creased in  her  studies  in  all  departments  of  the 

school.  She  is  quick  to  learn  and  is  a  good  work- 
er. Every  teacher  is  glad  to  have  Ruby  in  the 

class.  The  matron,  laundress,  seamstress  and  cook 

are  glad  to  have  her  under  their  charge,  for  she 
may  be  trusted  and  seems  anxious  to  learn. 

Many  happy  days  has  she  spent  either  in  her 
studies  or  her  work,  both  of  which  seem  a  delight 
to  her.  But  at  times  a  sadness  steals  over  her  us- 

!ly  smiling  countenance  and  why  should  it  not? 
She  thinks  of  her  future  life.  She  sees  herself  as 

he  is.  She  realizes  the  reception  she.  will  receive 

/hen  she  goes  from  this  school.  The  prejudice 
gainst  her  race  seems  unlimited,  and  no  place  is 
et  found  where  she  can  feel  welcomed.  Her  own 

lother  cannot  provide  a  suitable  home  even 

hough  she  might  wish  to  do  so.  Those  with 
'horn  she  could  justly  associate  will  not  receive 
er,  for  she  is  not  of  their  race. 

What  shall  she  do?  She  has  no  home.  Not 

ven  the  book  she  reads  in  can  be  given  to  her. 
ler  mother  lives  in  a  small  tent,  with  no  stove,  no 

bed,  no  chairs,  no  table,  and  but  few,  if  any,  dishes. 
She  spreads  her  blanket  on  the  ground  and  sleeps 

fortably;  she  places  her  scanty  meal  on  the 

md  and  is  satisfied;  she  is  filthy  and  does  not 
care.  Must  Ruby  go  back  and  live  in  that  way? 
Yes,  unless  some  one  cares  more  for  the  happi- 

ness of  a  helpless,  dependent,  though  worthy 
young  lady  than  for  the  sneers  of  the  thoughtless 

ones  about  them  who  would  laugh  at  and  deride 
them  for  offering  a  comfortable  home  to  one  of 
her  race. 

Justice  demands  assistance,  and  only  those  who 

can  sympathize  with  those  who  really  need  aid  can be  expected  to  mete  out  justice, Carson,  Nevada. 
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A  FREE  SEAT. 

He  was  old  and  poor,  and  a  stranger 
In  the  great  metropolis 

And  as  he  bent  his  feeble  steps 
To  a  stately  edifice. 

Outside  he  inquires,  "  What  church  is  this?" 

"  Church  of  Christ,"  he  heard  them  say; 

"  Ah!  just  the  place  I'm  looking  for; 

I  trust  he  is  here  to-day." 

He  passed  through  the  spacious,  columned  doo 
And  up  the  carpeted  aisle. 

And,  as  he  passed,  on  many  a  face 

He  saw  surprise  and  smile. 

>pew 

lisle, 

Then  across  the  broad  front  space, 

From  pew  to  pew,  down  the  other  side, 
He  walked  with  the  same  slow  pace. 

Not  a  friendly  voice  had  bid  him  sit 

To  listen  to  Gospel  truth; 

Not  a  sign  of  respect  had  been  paid 
To  the  aged  one  by  youth. 

No  door  was  opened  by  generous  hand 

(The  pews  were  paid  for— rented);       * 
And  though  a  stranger,  old  and  poor 

Not  a  heart  to  him  relented. 

As  he  paused  outside  a  moment  to  think, 

Then  again  passed  into  the  street, 

Up  to  his  shoulder  he  lifted  a  stone 

That  fay  in  the  dust  at  his  feet, 
And  bore  it  up  the  broad,  grand  aisle 

In  front  of  the  ranks  and  pews; 

Choosing  a  place  to  see  and  to  hear, 
He  made  it  a  seat  for  his  use. 

Calmly  sitting upon  the  huge  stone, 
Folding  his lands  on  his  knees, 

Quietly  review ng  the  worshipers, 

A  great  confusion  he  sees. 

Many  a  cheek s  crimsoned  with  shame 

Some  whisp r  together  low. 
And  wish  they had  been  more  courteou 

To  the  poor man  they  did  not  know. 

As  if  by  magic some  fifty  doors 

Open  instan 
aneously, 

And  as  many eats  and  books  and  hand 

Were  proffered  hastily. 

Changing  his  stone  for  a  cushioned  seat, 
And  wiping  a  tear  away, 

He  thinks  it  was  a  mistake,  after  all. 

And  that  Christ  came  late  that  day. 

The  preacher's  discourse  was  eloquent, 
The  organ  in  finest  tone, 

But  the  most  impressive  sermon  heard 

Was  preached  by  a  humble  stone. 
'Twas  a  lesson  of  lowliness  and  worth, 

That  lodged  in  many  a  heart; 
And  the  church  preserves  that  sacred  stone, 

That  the  truth  may  not  depart. 

—Selected  by  Solomon  Bucklew. 

INDIA  LETTER^ 

over  their  heads,  w 

From  the  station  we  1 
ber  of  the  friends  goi 
that  we  could  be  thus 

good  health. 
Last  Tuesday  even 

feast,  probably  for 
kind  held  in  India.  A  dozen  or 

and  neighbors  were  assembled  v 

ing  was  held  on  our  upstairs  v 
pleasant  time  it  was,   indeed. 

lich  fell  around  their  necks, 

alked  quietly  home,  a  num- 
g  with  us,  and  thanked  God 
together  in  India,  and  all  in 

BY  W.  B.  STOVEK. 

"All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God."  We  are  rejoicing  that,  in  the  dispensa- 

tion of  God's  Providence,  our  dear  brother,  D.  L. 
Miller,  and  wife,  have  been  permitted  to  come  to 
this  land  of  idols,  and  visit  us  in  our  Indian  home. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  great  ocean  steamer,  Cale- 
donia^ had  the  privilege  of  going  aboard  the  ship 

and  finding  them  there,  and  of  welcoming  them  to 

the  city  of  Bombay  and  to  India.  After  a  few  days 
in  Bombay  we  made  our  way  on  to  Bulsar,  where 
we  joined  the  rest  of  our  company,  and  where  we 
now  are,  all  five  of  us,  in  our  own  hired  house. 

At  the  station,  a  good  many  friends  had  come  to- 
gether with  one  accord,  with  our  own  two.  Among 

them  was  a  Brahmin  who  had  read  Bro.  Miller's 
"The  Seven  Churches  of  Asia.  This  gentleman 

had  determined  on  a  surprise  for  the  ■■  guests  from 
America;  "  so,  soon  after  they  were  out  of  the  car, 
he  handed  each  a  bouquet  of  Indian  flowers,  and 
surprising  them  more,  he  threw  a  string  of  flowers 

Jan.   7, 

nany  cenlur 
'e  had  our  love 

!  the  first  of  its 
ire  of  our  friends 

us.  The  meet- 
nda,  and  a  very 

w  homelike  was 

everything,  how  Gospel-like; -everything  like  it  is 
at  home,  everything  like  the  Gospel.  We  had  the 
meeting  as  much  like  we  do  at  home  as  possible, 
but  there  were  not  several  hundred  to  surround  the 

tables,  neither  were  there  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
ministers  present.  We  confidently  expect  these 
things  in  the  future,  however,  and  pray  the  Lord  to 
hasten  the  glad  day.  I  am  now  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  our  church  with  its  Gospel  ordinances 

has  a  great  mission  in  the  world.  The  things  tangi- 

ble come  in  so  well,  through  which  the  things  spirit- 
ual can  be  taken  hold  of. 

In  a  few  days  Bro.  Miller's  will  be  leaving  us. 
We  have  talked  missions  and  studied  missions  and 

prayed  together  for  missions.  We  have  begun  to 
feel  that  our  little  family  consists  of  five.  When 

they  too  are -gone  it  will  seem  so  lonesome  They 
have  encouraged  us  and  strengthened  us.  We  have 
discussed  the  expedient  and  the  inexpedient  for  the 
work  before  us.  We  think  it  advisable  to  have  a 

bungalow  ot  the  mission's  own.  We  think  it  well 
that  the  number  of  workers  be  increased.  The 

field  is  large  and  difficult.  We  need  consecrated  ef- 
fort, and  a  lot  of  it,  and  the  result  is  sure.  We  are 

continuing  our  study  of  the  language,  for  we  are 

not  yet  able  to  speak  freely  in  it. 
While  Bro.  Miller  was  with  us  he  preached  a 

number  of  times,  and  all  enjoyed  his  ministry. 

Through  him  "  the  church  in  India"  sends  greeting 
to  the  church  at  home.  May  God  so  use  us  all 

that  the*greatest  possible  good  may  be  done  in  the 
given  amount  of  time. 

Bulsar,  hid..  Jan.  13,  1896. 

ST.  POLYCARP'S  DAY  IN  SMYRNA. 

BY  G.  J.    FEKl'KLN. 

Although  saints  innumerable  are  to  be  found  in 

the  Brethren's  Church  Almanac,  it  is  certa'in  that 
no  member  of  our  beloved  Brotherhood  keeps  the 

saints'  days  therein  mentioned.  However,  we,  here 
in  Smyrna,  have  somewhat  deviated  from  the  prac 

tice  of  the  church  at  home!  We  have  kept  one  saint's 
day,  confident  that  we  will  not  come  under  sentence 

of  our  church's  councils,  seeing  that,  if  we  ought 
not  to  remember  the  saints,  the  saints  ought  not  to 

be  found  in  our  calendar!  .  .  But  we  are  guilty— if 

guilty  we  are — of  having  remembered  but  one  saint, 
and  we  intend  to  remember  no  oiher  one  (of  the 
calendar,  of  course),  and  that  is  the  martyr  St. 

Pnlycarp  of  blessed  memory,  whom  all  Christians 
here,  be  they  Greeks,  Armenians,  Protestants  or 

Catholics  (Jews  and  Mohammedans  even),  recog- 
nize as  the  Patron  of  this  old  city  of  Smyrna! 

And  how  did  we  commemorate  that  day — Janu- 

ary 26?  By  founding  the  first  Brethren  church  in 

Asia  Minor!  On  that  day  -  St.  Polycarp's  day— we, 
th  e  "  eight  souls,"  organized  as  a  chwch,  Jan.  26, 

1896! 
Now  this  is  a  memorable  date  in  the  Brethren's 

calendar,  and  a  more  memorable  day  in  the  annals 

of  our  church. 
On  the  evening  of  that  Smyrnean  great  festival, 

we  all  gathered  at  the  "Mission  House,"  in  the 
"  upper  room."  The  writer,  being  the  only  elder 
and  ordained  brother,  presided  as  Moderator.  Rev- 

elation 2:  8-1 1  was  read  and  prayer  offered.  Sister 
Fercken  acted  as  Secretary. 

The  hours  and  number  of  weekly  services  were 

appointed,  also  the  next  love  feast. 
Bro.  Anastase,  first  convert,  was  unanimously 

elected  deacon. 
Bro.  Apikian  was  officially  appointed  evangelist. 
Some  rules  of  discipline,  pertaining  to  the  local 

church,  were  adopted. 

Next  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  Easter  Monday. 

To  keep  St.  Polycarp's  day  in  that  manner  will 
certainly  now  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  whole 

Brotherhood.  Hence  let  St.  Polycarp  forever  re- 
main in  our  church  calendar!  We  want  him  there, 

for  he  was  the  first  bishop  of  the  church  in  Smyrna. 

But  how  unworthy  I  am  of  being  the  successor  of 
tins  gnat  martyr  and  saint  of  the  Christian  church, 

— unworthy  to  stoop  down  and  unloose  the  latchet- 
of  his  shoes! 

As  we  thus  met  together,  we  also  felt  that,  like 

the  first  church,  we,  too,  were  "  poor"  in  the  things 

of  this  earth  and  even  spiritual  tilings,  yet  "rich" 
in  opportunities  of  doing  good  to  our  fellowmen, 
and  more  especially  in  the  presence  and  strength  of 
him  who  has  hitherto  so  abundantly  blessed  our 
work  here. 

We  have  earnestly  asked  him,  who  "  walketh 

amid  the  seven  candlesticks,"  to  keep  us  all, — mem- 
bers, deacon,  evangelist  and  bishop— "/7/////W  unto 

diatk,"— henceforth  th:  motto  of  the  Brethren 
church  in  Smyrna. 

Such  a  meeting,  conducted  with  order  and  decor- 
um, has  much  impressed  our  converts  here,  and 

given  anew  impetus  to  our  mission. 
Reader,  beloved,  remember  henceforth  in  your 

prayers  the  fact  that  there  is  now  a  Brethren 
church  in  the  old  city  of  St.  Polycarp,  and  never 

forget  in  the  coming  years  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 

January! 
Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

PASTORAL  VISITS. 

BY  GEORGE  MOHLER, 

In  Gospel  Messenger,  page  74,  I  read  an  article, 

"Solving  the  Problem."  I  wonder  what  it  is.  By 
referring  to  article  three,  of  Minutes,  1889,  I  notice 
that  the  advice  given  by  Conference  has  been,  to  a 

gre.it  extent,  disregarded.  I  mean,  the  pastoral 
visit.  It  has  been  a  wonder  to  my  mind  that  the 
article  referred  to  has  not  a  few  words  like  this, 

"  And  report  to  District  Meeting  each  year."  1 
think  it  would  work  well. 

Then  I  wonder  how  we,  as  a  church,  are  thinking 

about  this  matter?  It  is  encouraging  to  hear  out- 
old  brother  Murray  tell  from  experience  how  it 
worked  in  his  congregation.  He  thinks  it  better 

than  a  protracted  meeting  of  several  weeks. 
Then  I  wonder,  if  some  of  the  money,  thai  is 

spent  to  get  ministers  to  hold  meetings,  were  given 
to  elders  to  help  I  hem.  to  carry  out  the  advice  of 
Conference,  whether  it  would  not  prove  helpful. 
Then,  I  wonder  whether  it  is  not  for  want  of  proper 

teaching,  elders  don't  think  along  this  line. Pioneer,  Ohio.  _ 
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and  thousands  of  the  gifted,  the  generous,  the 

brave,  and  the  fair,  who  have  moved  through  the 

pure  halls  of  her  court. 
The  Queen,  when  young,  was  somewhat  hasty 

tempered,  and  even  now  the  native  fire  of  her  an- 
cestry flashes  up  at  intervals  for  a  brief  space. 

Her  life  and  character  met  their  saving  balance  in 

her  consort,  Albert  the  Good,  the  Prince  of  Saxe- 
Coburg.  "  He  referenced  his  conscience  as  his 
king,  and  made  his  glory  the  redressing  of  human 

wrong." 

For  Victoria,  the  light  of  life  vanished  when  the 
Prince  Consort  died.  She  knew  to  the  full  his 
value  as  her  chief  adviser;  but  she  also  knew,  and 

with  a  knowledge  no  one  else  shared,  that  though 

she  was  earth's  greatest  monarch  the  awful  loneli- 
ness of  a  solitary  pathway  stretched  before  her,  a 

loneliness  which  could  end  only  with  the  ending 
of  life.  She  cast  herself  across  the  bed  where 

Prince  Albert  had  lain,  and  piteously  cried,  "There 
is  no  one  near  me  to  call  me  Victoria  now.—  Chau- 

tauquan. 
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Quite  recently  Bro.  L.  M.  Forney  closed  a  serif 
of  meetings  in  the  Octavia  church,  Nebr.,  with  fiv 
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Bro.  Elmer  Wombold,  Dayton, 

Feb.  24,  that  last  Sunday  one  was 

baptism  and  one  by  letter. 

Ohio,  writes, 
received    by 

The  Scott  Valley  church,  Kans.,  believes  in  good 
music  in  her  services,  and  orders  two  dozen  hymn 
books  for  the  use  of  the  congregation. 

Bko. 
should 

he  goes 

point. 

.  C.  Longanecker,  of  Anderson,  Intj 

y  be  addressed  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  wher' take  charge  of  the  mi.sicn  work  at  that 

The  Brethren  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  have  reason 
the  midst  of  a  series  of 

applicants,    some  of  whom 

Since  the  last  report  twelve  have  been  added  to 
e  church  at  Altoona,  Pa.  The  outlook  for  the 
lurch  at  that  place  seems  encouraging. 

Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  West  Branch,  six  miles  west  of  the  Mount, 

two  weeks  ago,  and  closed  last  Sunday  evening. 
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cks  or  drafts  on  interior  banks,  i 

d  be  made  by  Post-office  I 

Mount  Morris,  III.,  February  29,  1896. 

The  District  Meeting  of   Southern  Ohio  will  be 

held  in  the  Donnel's  Creek  church,  Clark  Co.,  May 
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Edgecomb,    of    McCune,    Kans., 
be  addressed  at  Plumb,  Payne  Co. 
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S.  Young,  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 

x  hours  in  the  Mount  last  week,  and  gave 
1  brief  call. 

The  first  series  of  meetings  yet  held  in  Logans- 
tort,  Ind.,  is  now  in  progress.  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler 
s  doing  the  preaching. 

The  District  Meeting  for  California  ; 
na  will  be  held  at  the  Glendora  meetin 
the  Covina  church,  Cal..  March  26. 

nd  Ariz 

;house, 

Bko.  J.  W.  Cripe,  Juniata,  Nebr.,  writes  that  a 
minister  is  very  much  needed  at  that  place,  and would  be  welcomed. 

Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh  closed  his  protracted  meet- 
ings in  Covington,  Ohio,  last  Sunday,  with  an  in- 

teresting congregation  and  three  additions. 

It  is  very  wise  in  our  Brethren  to  hold  love  feasts 
at  the  close  of  an  ingathering  of  new  converts.  It  is 
one  way  of  helping  them  to  observe  the  •'  all  things" 
commanded  in  the  Scriptures.  It  is  also  quite  ap- 

propriate to  invite  new-born  creatures  to  a  feast 
with  the  saints.  It  makes  them  feel  more  at  home in  the  church. 

Some  of  our  evangelists  endeavor  to  induce  all 
the  new  converts,  living  in  families  where  the  Mes- 

senger is  not  taken,  to  subscribe  for  the  paper  and 
keep  posted  on  the  doings  of  the  church.  In  our 
judgment  the  idea  is  a  good  one.  If  we  want  to 
keep  people  interested  in  the  church  we  must  help them  to  a  better  knowledge  of  what  the  church  is 
doing.  We  suggest  that  greater  efforts  be  made  to 
get  our  literature  into  the  hands' of  all   new  m™ 

"What  i 
ly  spends 

rst  we  think  of  the  man  who  deliberate- 
omebody  else's  money  for  things  that 

are  not  really  needful!  Well,  that  is  just  what 
thousands  are  doing.  They  have  gone  greatly  into 
debt,  and,  instead  of  appropriating  a  part  of  their  in- 

come to  paying  off  their  just  and  hoDest  debts,  they purchase  that  which  they  could,  with  but  little  in- 
convenience, get  along  without,  and  to  the  extent 

they  do  so  they  are  spending  the  money  that  prop- 
erly belongs  to  the  party  they  owe.  This  is  not  a 

mere  theory,  but  a  fact,  and  should  be  carefully considered  by  every  person  who  owes  a  dollar. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Poff,  writing  from  Christiansburg, 

Va.,  Feb.  17,  says:  "At  our  monthly  appointment, 
a  dear  sister,  ninety-one  years  old,  was  received  by 

baptism." 
We  appreciate  the  many  donations  forwarded  to 

this  office  to  be  used  in  sending  the  Messenger 

the  poor.     This  is  one  excellent  way  of  preach 
the  Gospel  to  the  poor. 

to  rejoice.     They 

meetings   with    twel 
have  been  baptized. 

Bro.  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  is  still  ;n 
a  feeble  condition.  He  submitted  to  a  severe  sur- 

gical operation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  may 
yet  recover,  but  when  last  heard  from  he  was  quite 
weak. 

D.  L.  Moody  is  giving  special  attention,  in  his 
Bible  Institute,  to  the  work  pertaining  to  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions.  He  writes  us  that  a  special 
Conference  of  workers  will  be  held  in  Chicago  dur- 

ing the  month  of  April. 

Louis  and  Amelia  Darwin,  of  Black  Falls,  Wis 

are  said  to  be  the  oldest  living  man  and  wife  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Darwin  is  one  hundred  and 
eight  years  old,  and  his  wife  one  hundred  and  two. 
They  have  been  married  eighty  years. 

The  Messenger  is  now  mailed  one  day  earlier 
than  heretofore,  and  will  probably  reach  the  most 

of  the  subscribers  by  Saturday.  We  wonder  how 
they  appreciate  the  change! 

ll  told  there  are  said  to  be  not  more  than  10,- 
000  Armenians  in  the  United  States,  and  yet  they 
support  a  semi  monthly  journal  quite  liberally.  It 
is  printed  in  their  own  language. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Jar  roe  recently  held  a  serie 

ings  at  a  new  point  five  and  one-half  mi 
west  of  Woodruff,  Kans.  Ten  applied  fo 

ship,  six  of  whom  still  await  baptism. 

of 

The  District  Meeting  for  Northern  Illino 

Wisconsin  will  be  held  in  the  Waddam's 
church,  April  29,  commencing  at  8  A.  M. 
:lders  will  meet  the  day  before  at  I  P.  M. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Baker,  of  North  Star,  Darke  Co., 
Ohio,  thinks  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  members 
seeking  homes  in  that  State  to  correspond  with 
him,  indorsing  stamp.  He  is  anxious  to  get  more 
Brethren  settled  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

It  will  require  time  to  get  all  of  our  people  fully 
in  sympathy  with  missionary  work,  but  it  will  come 
by  and  by.  When  they  do  once  fully  understand 
the  importance  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  all  the 
world  they  will  come  forward  manfully  to  the  sup- 

port of  judicious  missionary  movements. 

Col.'  Bain,  the  eloquent  Kentucky  orator,  in  a  re- cent lecture  on  Our  National  Sins,  said:  "In  the 
last  twenty-five  years  the  consumption  of  liquor  in 

is  country  has  increased  from  seven  gallons  per 
pita  to  seventeen  per  capita."  Then  some  peo- 

ple hold  that  stringent  measures  in  favor  of  prohi- 
bition are  not  necessary.  More  money  is  spent  for 

dcating  liquors  than  any  other  one  thing  con- 
:d  by  the  human  race.  It  is  along  this  line 

that  we  should  look  for  the  primary  cause  of  the 
hard  times  that  some  talk  so  much  about. 

The  Herald  of Truth,  in  the  following,  says  just 
what  we  often  felt  like  publishing.  Let  every  one 
read  it,  and  profit  by  it. 

things  are  positively  necessary  for  us  to  know  when 
We 

1.  WHO  YOU  ARE. 

2.  WHERE  YOU  ARE. 

3.  WHAT  YOU  WANT. 

No  matter  if  you  have  written  to  us  a  thousand  times  before 

m7af/"ys  ,T  yr,leUer by  writi"e  *'<■'">*  >'°«  /« ; 
w  ;    d  . 1"  ■  'he  """'•  ,he"  tC"  us  P'-l-'y  "'hat  you 
nmt, .and  lastly  sign  your  name  so  plainly  tha,  there  can  be no  mulakt  or  question  as  to  what  the  name  is.  When  anv  one of  these  three  things  is  wanting,  it  often  requires  m  t and  trouble  .0  attend  ,0  such  a  letter  than  to  one  hundred  Zt ers  that  are  properly  written,  Sometimes  our  clerks  after running  over  the  thousands  of  names  on  mailing  list,:  ',„  fi  A 
■he  address  of  a  certain  wnter  who  has  fa^d  o'g  e  s  ad dress,  have  to  give  up  in  despair.  Sometimes  too  »  ™ 
fails  to  sign  his  name  to  a  letter  ;n  ,  l-  .  ,  ' 
,i„    A      •.  '"  which  he  may  have  en- <-los,. I  quiu:  an  amount  of  mnnpv  «,;,!,  a       . 

„„„,     n,„  „,  '         m'me'  wlth  *"  order  for  books,  or 
papers.     Our  clerks  have  sometimes  spent  almost  whole  nub, 

one  which  has  no  signature.     Very  often  all  trTwork    "us* 

ame  kfn  h,o7a;,tr,      ̂   !?'  '"'"  ™"  "ith  •*«•*£
 co™<wOh      r  rf"d  ,rerabli"S  »»  a  second  letter 

>h  ■  sharp  reproof  for 
»  rule,  the  most  exacting  and  impatient. 

The  saloon-keeper  thinks  that  making  drinkers  is 
part  of  his  legitimate  business.     When  one  of  the 

old  tenders  at  the  bar  was  remonstrated  with  for  en 

ng  the  boys,   he   said,   "  It   is   business;   the  old 
nkers  will  soon  be  dead,  and  where  will  my  busi- 

ness be  if  I  do  not  get  the  boys!  "     And  he  is  get- ting the  boys. 

For  some  reason  Bro.  B.  F.  Britt's  name,  Lor- 
aine,  Adams  Co.,  III.,  was  omitted  from  the  list 
of  ministers  in  the  Almanac.  Bro.  Britt  thinks  that 
his  services  are  not  especially  needed  where  he 
lives,  and  would  like  to  give  his  whole  time  to 
preaching  the  Word  where  suitable  arrangements 
can  be  perfected.  He  has  a  wife  and  three  children. 
He  solicits  correspondence. 

Paul,  the  best  missionary  the  church  ever  had, 
was,  by  occupation,  a  tent-maker,  and  we  do  not 
know  that  his  business  ever  interfered  with  his 
preaching  in  the  least,  neither  should  an  honorable 
business  now  be  a  hindrance  to  a  preacher  doing 
faithful  work  in  the  ministry,  Bro,  Henry  J.  For- 

ney, of  Chenoa,  111.,  writes  us  that  a  good  shoe- maker is  wanted  at  that  place,  and  a  brother  in 
good  standing  is  preferred.  Why  not  a  preacher, 
who  is  by  occupation  a  shoemaker,  apply?  A  man 
who  can  attend  to  the  needs  of  the  sole  may  admin- 

ister to  the  wants  of  the  soul,  also.  Brethren  are 
wanted  for  other  places,  and  those  interested  may 
(inclosing  stamp)  write  Bro.  Forney. 

Just  before  placing  the  forms  on  the  press  we 
received  the  following  from  Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout, 
Lanark,  111.:  "The  church  at  this  place  is  moving 
pleasantly  along.  Yesterday,  Feb.  23,  three  more 
were  received  by  baptism-two  young  men  and 
one  young  lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  them.  We  have 
baptized  five  in  the  past  three  months-all  of 

ii  in  the  vigor  of  young  manhood  and  woman- 
d.  We  hope  they  will  all  be  good  workers. Also  two  dear  brethren  were  restored  to  fellow- 

ship, and  several  have  been  received  by  letter. I  he  church  feels  much  encouraged,  for  the  Lord 
has  blessed  our  efforts.  We  believe  he  will  al- 

ways take  care  of  the  results  if  we  do  our  duty and  then  trust  him." 
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Some  time  ago  our  aged  Bro.  John  Metzger,  of 

Lordsburg,  Cal.,  was  thought  to  be  near  death's 
door,  but  he  rallied  and  is  now  able  to  attend  the 
church  services  that  he  so  greatly  enjoys. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  late  issue  of  the  Mt.  Car- 

roll (111-)  Daily  Democrat,  containing  a  very  vigor- 
ous article  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Jacob  Wilmore,  in 

reply  to  what  the  editor  of  that  journal  had  to  say 
respecting  some  things  said  by  Bro.  Witmore  dur- 

ing his  recent  series  of  meetings  in  the  city.  Bro. 
W.  makes  some  good  points  in  favor  of  the  true 
doctrine  and  against  secret  societies.  The  editor 

thinks  he  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  his  ideas  of  se- 

cret societies.  Most  well-read  people  know  that 
the  objections  urged  against  these  societies  are  well 
founded,  and  it  is  a  very  poor  way  of  trying  to 

off-set  them  by  simply  saying  that  they  are  not  cor- 
rect. Too  many  people  know  that  they  may  be 

sustained  by  facts. 

In  the  course  of  a  year  we  receive  at  this  office  ; 

hundred  or  more  queries  that  we  do  not  care  to  an- 

swer through  the  paper  for  the  reason  that  they  in- 
volve cases,  and  of  course  a  question  presented  by 

an  interested  party  can  contain  but  one  side  of  the 
case.  We  do  not  care  to  render  an  opinion  where 
we  have  but  the  one  side  presented.  Some  of 

these,  we,  however,  answer  privately,  usually  by 

turning  over  the  paper  containing  the  query  and 
writing  our  answer  on  the  back.  If  we  cannot  do 
this,  the  answer  is  given  in  a  way  so  it  cannot  be 
detached  from  the  query.  We  do  this  so  that  if 

any  one  should  show  a  private  answer  from  us  on 

any  question  he  must  also  show  the  question,  and 
then  it  can  be  seen  whether  the  point  in  dispute 

has  been  fairly  presented.  In  most  of  our  private 
communications,  in  answer  to  this  class  of  queries, 

we  advise  the  querists  to  consult  the  adjoining  eld- 
ers or  others  who  are  familiar  with  the  circum- 

stances and  the  surroundings.  Our  advice  is  for 

parties  not  to  send  us  queries  involving  cases. 
Sljch  matters  should  be  settled  at  home,  and  coun- 

cil sought  of  those  who  have  some  knowledge  of 

the  parties  involved,  and  the  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  the  particular  case.  We  prefer  to  answer 

queries  involving  principles  separate  and  apart 

from  cases.  Th,is,  we  believe,  may  be  done  with 

profit  and  to  edification. 

OUR  INDIA  MISSION. 

We  have  now  been  in  India  nearly  two  months 

and  have  spent  some  weeks  very  pleasantly  and 

very  happily  in  the  mission  home  at  Bulsar.  In 

the  regular  course  of  our  Gleanings  it  would  be 

some  months  before  we  could  be  heard  on  our 

mission  here.  We  shall  therefore  ask  the  office  ed- 

itor to  give  place  to  this  special  report,  promising 

that  it  shall  be  brief.  Of  Bulsar  and  its  surround- 

ings Bro.  Stover  has  written  so  fully  and  well  in  his 

"  Diary  Leaves,"  that  nothing  remains  to  be  told 

concerning  the  place.  We  shall  therefore  confine 

this  short  letter  to  the  mission  and  its  work. 

And  first  of  all  we  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 

importance  of  the  mission.  The  feeling  that  the 

church  will  not  be  held  b'ameless  if  she  neglects 

her  part  in  rescuing  India  from  idolatry  has  in- 

creased many  times  since  we  have  seen  the  people 

bow  down  to  images  made  of  wood,  clay  and  stone. 

Forthcoming  gleanings  will  fully  explain  this,  and 

it  is  hoped  will  help  others  to  see  the  great  impor- tance of  the  work. 

We  are  especially  pleased  to  say  that  our  mis- 

sionaries are  doing  well.  They  have  won  the  love 

and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  have  come  in 

contact,  and  this  promises  well  for  their  success 

when  they  are  ready  to  preach  Christ  to  the  peo- 

ple. They  are  studying  hard  and  are  making  rapid 

progress  in  acquiring  the  language.  Bro.  Stover  s 

serious  illness  kept  him  from  study  for  three 
months,  and  also  interfered  with  the  work  of  the 
sisters.     Had  it  not  been   for  this  hindrance  they 

would  have  done  as  much  work  in  nine  months  as 

is  usually  done  in  twelve.  As  it  is  they  are  able  to 

give  a  good  account  of  their  six  months  in  Gujera- 
ti. 

Already  there  is  promised  fruitage.  The  native 
men  Mita  and  Rama,  who  are  at  work  in  the  mission 

home  have  both  accepted  Christ  and  express  a  de- 
sire to  be  baptized.  This  will  be  done  in  the  future 

when  our  missionaries  are  better  able  to  expound  to 
them  more  fully  the  way  of  the  Lord.  The  impor- 

tance of  laying  a  good  foundation  is  fully  recog- 
nized by  our  own  missionaries  and  we  believe  that 

in  the  end  it  will  prove  best  to  make  haste  slow- 

ly in  cases  of  this  kind. 

The  pressing  needs  of  the  work  are  two.  First, 
several  more  workers  should  be  sent  out  at  once. 

It  takes  fully  two  years  to  secure  a  speaking  knowl- 

edge of  the  language.  If  any  of  these  already  here 

should  be  taken  home  others  would  be  ready  to 

take  their  places.  When  we  heard  of  Bro.  Stover's 
illness,  we  thought,  "  What  of  the  work  if  the  Lord 

take  him  away?"  We  need  to  prepare  for  an 
emergency,  and  this  should  be  done  NOW. 

Second,  a  mission  home  is  needed,  and  is  not 

only  needed  but  is  an  absohite  necessity.  During  the 

rainy  season  the  house  in  which  our  missionaries 

now  live  exposes  them  to  malaria,  and  to  this  may 

be  traced  Bro.  Stover's  illness.  The  necessary  land 
can  be  bought  in  a  healthy  location,  and  a  house 

built  with  a  meeting  room  large  enough  for  all  pur- 
poses for  the  sum  of  $3,000.  Bro.  James  R.  Gish 

and  several  other  brethren  have  already  proposed 

to  give  liberally  for  the  mission  home  in  India.  It 

is  hoped  that  others  will  come  forward  to  aid  in 

this  good  work.  Surely  there  will  be  no  need  for  a 
second  call  to  build  the  first  house  unto  the  Lord  in 

this  land  where  so  many  temples  can  be  seen  where 

idols  are  worshiped.  Let  those  who  want  a  lot  and 

part  in  this  matter,  when  the  Missionary  and  Tract 

Committee  sees  proper  to  make  the  call,  be  ready 

to  respond,  for  the  opportunity  will  not  occur  again 
for  India. 

The  climate  here  for  at  least  one-half  the  year  is 

delightfully  pleasant.  During  the  day  we  sit  on  the 

open  veranda  and  read  and  write.  At  night  it  is 
cool  enough  to  make  light  blankets  comfortable. 
This  is  all  the  more  pleasant  as  we  read  letters 

from  home  telling  of  snow  and  snow-drifts  and  of 

zero  weather.  In  a  location  free  from  malaria  Bul- 

sar may  be  called  a  healthy  place,  and  after  those 
who  come  here  are  acclimated  they  enjoy  as  | 

health  as  at  home.  Were  it  not  for  some  hom 

terests  that  demand  our  personal  attention 

should  like  very  much  to  remain  here. 

Many  important  problems  will  have  to  be  met 

and  solved  as  the  work  progresses  in  India,  but 

these  will  be  met  and  solved  as  they  arise.  The  re 

ligion  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  local  in  its  charactei 

but  is  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  whol 

world.  National  characteristics  and  customs,  de 

pendent  upon  climatic  conditions,  so  long  as  they 

are  not  in  conflict  with  the  Gospel,  should  not  b 

interfered  with.  It  may  even  be  necessary  to  mod- 

ify to  some  slight  extent  our  church  government, 

to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  Those  who  are 

converted  from  idol  worship  cannot,  until  they 

educated  and  lifted  out  of  their  ignorance,  intelli- 

gently exercise  the  right  to  vote  in  the  congrega- 

tions. But  as  already  intimated  these  various  con- 

ditions will  be  met  and  settled  in  accordance  \ 

the  Gospel  as  they  arise. 

Our  stay  in  India  has  been  very  pleasant  and 

joyable.  And  as  the  time  comes  for  us  to  leav
e 

our  dear  ones  here,  we  are  made  sad  especially  for 

them.  But  God  will  care  for  his  own.  We  thank 

him  most  fervently  for  this  little  band  of  con 

secrated  missionaries,  and  look  forward  w
it! 

bright  hopes  to  the  success,  under  his  blessings,  
o 

our  Mission  in  India.  D-  L-  M- 

EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Nine. 

the  Hindus'  love  for  animals, — the  worship  of 
the  cow, — a  home  for  the  old  and  in- 

firm,—  bombay  to  bulsar. 

To  the  Westerner  the  land  of  the  Orient  is  not 

only  a  source  of  great  interest  but  of  surprises  as 
well.  Here  he  comes  in  contact  with  an  entirely 

new,  or,  rather,  an  old  world,  for  he  is  surrounded 

by  a  semi-civilization,  the  foundations  of  which  are 
rooted  in  the  Aryan  invasion  of  India  which  took 

place  three  thousand  years  before  the  discovery  of 

America.  He  realizes  at  once  that  he  is  among  a 

people  whose  traditions,  activities  and  lines  of 
thought  are  wholly  different  from  his  own.  He  is 

quite  at  a  loss,  unless  he  has  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  and  religious  thought  of 

the  people  to  account  for  the  strange  scenes  about 
him.  If  he  has  traveled  in  Palestine  and  Egypt 

before  coming  to  India,  he  is  somewhat  prepared 

for  the  striking  contrasts  that  meet  him.  But 

Western  enterprise  is  changing  the  aspect  of  the 

former  countries.  The  populations  are  small, 

hence  easily  affected.  But  India,  with  her  three 
hundred  million  does  not  change,  and,  practically 

speaking  Western  influence,  aided  by  the  mission- 
aries, has  made  but  little  impress  upon  her  popula- 

tion. 
But  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  these  gleanings 

to  draw  contrasts,  or  to  enter  into  lengthy  details. 

The  space  allotted  is  much  too  short  for  such  a 
course.  Only  the  most  interesting  phases  of  India 

life,  as  they  occur  to  the  gleaner,  can  be  given.  If 

four  pages  of  the  Messenger  were  given  each  week 

for  details,  a  year  would  not  suffice  to  exhaust  the 

subject.  But  this  can  not  be.  Even  as  it  is,  we 

hear  whispers  from  the  "  powers,"  that  brevity  is 
considered  a  virtue  in  these  last  days. 

Animal  life  is  held  sacred  by  the  Hindus,  and 

hence  they  are  vegetarians,  and  eat  no  meat.  They 
believe  in  transmigration,  or  that  after  they  leave 

the  body  they  now  live  in  they  will  be  transferred 
to  that  of  some  animal.  This  belief  makes  them 

especially  kind  to  all  animals,  for  say  they,  "  How 
do  we  know  but  that  some  of  our  ancestors,  even 

our  father  or  mother,  may  now  be  living  in  the 

body  before  me."  But  of  all  animals  the  cow  is 
held  to  be  the  most  sacred  and  is  actually  wor- 

shiped by  all  Orthodox  Hindus.  They  teach  that, 

when  the  class  known  as  the  Brahmins  was  creat- 

ed, that  the  cow  was  also  made  to  supply  susten- 
ance to  man  by  her  milk,  and  butter  for  the  burnt 

offerings  to  the  Creator.  It  is  also  claimed  that  the 

cow  is  the  mother  of  the  gods.  Her  five  products, 

milk,  butter,  curds,  and  the  excreta  are  held  in  high 

veneration  and  even  worshiped. 

I  have  seen  a  Hindu,  when  meeting  a  cow  in  the 

morning,  which  is  always  regarded  as  a  sign  of  the 

very  highest  good,  place  both  hands  upon  its  back 

with  much  apparent  affection  and  reverence,  and 

then  rub  them  over  his  face  and  breast.  After  put- 

ting the  palms  of  his  hands  together  and  bringing 

them  with  the  ihumbs  touching  the  forehead,  he 

would  bow  the  head  reverently  and  repeat  one  of  the 

mantras  or  prayers,  of  which  Arnold's  translation  is 

given:  "  Hail,  O  cow!  Mother  of  Rudra,  daughter 

of  Vasu,  sister  of  the  Aditya,  thou  who  art  the  source 

of  Ambrosia."  Indeed  so  sacred  have  cows  be- 

come in  the  eyes  of  the  Orthodox  Hindu,  that  to 

kill  one  is  considered  a  greater  crime  than  for  one 

to  slay  his  own  father  or  brother,  and  some  years 

ago  an  offense  of  this  kind  was  punished  by  death. 

As  an  illustration  of  worship  of  this  animal,  the 

following  incident  is  given:  "The  widow  of  the 

last  ruler  of  Nagpore,  spent  twelve  hours  daily  in 

the  adoration  of  cows,  the  tulsi  plant,  the  sun,  and 

her  idols.     When  her  end  was  at  hand,  five  cows 
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were  introduced  into  the  room  where  she  lay,  in  or- 
der to  be  bestowed  to  the  priests.  The  gift  of  the 

animal  was  accompanied  by  a  further  donation  of 

money,  and  as  one  after  another  the  cows  passed 
onward  from  the  bedside,  they  were  supposed  to 

help  the  dying  woman  forward  on  her  way  to  heav- 
en. Among  the  last  acts  of  her  life,  was  to  call  for 

a  cow,  and  having  fallen  at  its  feet,  as  far  as  her 

waning  strength  would  allow  her,  she  offered  it 

grass  to  eat,  and  addressed  it  by  the  venerated 
name  of  mother. 

Some  years  ago,  when  reading  the  Zend-Avesta, 
the  Vedas,  and  other  so-called  sacred  books,  or  bi- 

bles of  I  he  East,  it  seemed  impossible  for  the  mind 

to  accept  the  extravagant  statements  made  in  them 
in  reference  to  the  worship  of  the  cow  and  the 
veneration  accorded  to  her  excreta.  Now  these 

very  things  are  seen  every  day,  and  many  of  them 
are  so  revolting  in  their  nature  that  they  cannot  be 

described  here.  And  yet  there  are  some  writers 
who  would  have  us  believe  that  Hinduism  is  to  be 

compared  with  the  Christian  religion.  Something 

more  will  be  said  on  this  subject  of  comparative  re- 
ligion in  future  letters.  Now  we  can  only  say,  God 

pity  these  ignorant  idolaters,  and  put  it  into  the 
hearts  of  his  people  to  help  lift  them  out  of  their 

ignorance  and  bring  them  to  embrace  the  religion 

of  Jesus  Christ. 

Several  conditions,  resulting  from  animal  worship, 

are  to  be  spoken  of  in  words  of  commendation. 

The  Hindus  are  very  kind  to  animals  and  take 

good  care  of  them.  The  cows  that  are  driven  about 
the  streets  and  milked  at  the  doors  of  customers 

are  regularly  bathed.  In  Bombay,  in  company 
with  Bro.  Stover,  we  watched  with  interest  the 

process  of  bathing.  About  fifty  of  the  animals  had 

been  gathered  at  a  large  tank  full  of  clear  water, 
and  the  herdsmen  bathed  them  with  as  much  care 

as  a  mother  would  bathe  her  child  at  home.  The 

head,  the  ears,  the  nose,  the  mouth,  the  legs  and 
feet  all  come  in  for  a  due  share  of  careful  attention. 

After  much  rubbing,  and  scrubbing,  and  washing,  a 
great  quantity  of  water  was  poured  over  the  animal, 

and  the  bath  was  completed.  In  this  way  they  are 

kept  scrupulously  clean,  and  being  well  fed  are 

sleek  and  fat,  and  present  an  fliviting  appearance, 
and  in  striking  contrast  with  the  way  some  of  our 
dairy  cows  are  kept  at  home.  In  this  warm  climate 

the  bath  must  be  very  grateful  to  them.  At  least 
they  take  it  in  patience  and  evident  comfort. 

Space  is  taken  but  for  one  more  pleasing  phase 

of  the  Hindus'  love  for  animals.  They  provide homes  for  them,  where  they  are  fed  and  cared  for 
when  they  are  injured  or  become  old  and  worn  out. 
While  in  Bombay,  at  a  later  date,  we  visited  a  place 
of  this  kind  and  found  a  remarkable  collection  of 
lame,  blind,  worn-out  animals  of  various  kinds, 
cows,  oxen,  sheep,  goats,  dogs,  cats,  monkeys,  etc., 
etc.  There  were  also  many  feathered  fowls,  some 
with  broken  wings  and  legs,  wounded  presumably 
by  some  Christian  (?)  sportsman  and  left  to  suffer 
and  die  until  found  by  a  humane  Hindu  and 
brought  to  this  place  to  be  fed  and  cared  for.  We 
thought  of  the  cruelty  practiced  by  some  of  our 
friends  at  home  in  pigeon  shooting  and  wished  they 
might  learn  a  lesson  from  these  heathen.  The  at- 

tendant who  showed  us  around  the  place  was  intel- 
ligent and  polite,  and,  after  asking  us  to  register  our 

names,  did  not  fail  to  point  out  a  strong  box  with 
a  slot  in  the  top  where  contributions  might  be 
placed. 

But  the  time  has  come  to  leave  Bombay.  We 
might  stay  here  longer,  and  write  and  write,  but  we 
have  not  yet  met  sisters  Stover  and  Ryan,  and  they 
are  anxiously  awaiting  our  coming.  We  therefore 
arranged  to  go  to  Bulsar  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 

The  latter  place  is  located  on  the  Bombay 
lilway,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
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miles  north  of  Bombay.     Leaving  the  city,  the  line 
passes  for  some  distance  along  the  sea  sb 

After  leaving  the  city  the  g( 

country  is  flat  and  level,  with  low  hills  in  the  far 

distance.  In  some  respects  it  reminds  us  of  our 

western  prairies,  but  the  similarity  only  embraces 

the  level  surface.  The  plain  is  dotted  here  and 

there  with  native  villages  composed  of  very  low 

mud  ■  huts,  covered  with  rice  straw.  The  land  is 
laid  out  in  numberless  squares  and  irregular  shapes, 

varying  in  size  from  about  an  eighth  of  an  acre  to 

a  small  plat  but  a  few  feet  square.  These  are  separ- 
ated by  narrow  ridges  a  foot  and  a  half  high.  In 

these  little  plats  the  farmer  plants  his  rice  when  the 

rains  come,  and  it  grows  for  some  time  in  the  wa- 

ter. The  ridges  keep  the  water  on  each  patch  sep- 
arate and  also  prevent  the  washing  of  the  ground. 

Then  there  are-  the  cocoanut,  the  date  and  the 

palmyra  palms,  with  their  long,  slender  trunks  and 
crowns  of  feathery  foliage  waving  gracefully  in  the 

balmy  air.  Cocoanuts  in  various  stages  of  develop- 
ment are  to  be  seen  on  the  trees,  while  the  palmyra 

palms  are  marked  and  numbered  and  taxed  by  the 

government  like  our  distilleries  at  home.  Each 

tree  produces  every  day  about  three  quarts  of  a 

white  liquid,  resembling  in  taste  and  appea'ance 
the  milk  in  the  cocoanut.  It  is  quite  sweet  when 

first  taken  from  the  trees  but  in  a  few  days  it  fer- 

ments and  becomes  a  very  strong  intoxicant. 

Great  quantities  of  "toddy,"  as  it  is  called,  are 
drank  by  all  classes  of  the  natives,  and  drunkenness 

is  quite  common.  But  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 

at,  for  many  of  their  gods  are  represented  as  being 

addicted  to  strong  drink,  and  by  some  it  is  held  to 

be  pleasing  to  them  to  indulge  to  excess  in  intoxi- 
cants. How  a  belief  of  this  kind  would  gladden  the 

hearts  of  Christian  (?)  distillers  and  brewers,  and 

saloon-keepers  in  Europe  and  the  United  States! 

As  we  continue  our  journey  northward,  occasion- 

ally a  monkey  may  be  seen  by  the  roadside,  and 
farther  north  still,  at  Ameerabad,  as  Arnold  says, 

troops  of  them  are  visible,  as  they  scamper  off  the 
track  on  either  side  of  the  train.  At  a  short  dis- 

tance they  stop  and  curiously  scrutinize  the  pass- 

ing cars.  There  are  hundreds  of  them,  and  they 
may  be  observed  from  the  windows  of  the  train, 
walking  meditatively  ahead  on  the  rails,  jumping 
over  the  cactus  fences,  perched  with  long  drooping 
tails  upon  the  branches  of  the  trees,  or  solemnly  as- 

sembled on  some  open  field  in  a  grave  congress, 
discussing  the  next  plundering  expedition.  They 
steal  and  destroy  much  fruit  and  grain  but  the  na- 

tives rarely  ever  molest  them,  for  they  worship 
the  monkey  god  Hanuman,  and  to  them  these  great 
apes  are  sacred. 

At  9:  30  P.  M.  we  reached  Bulsar  and  had  a  joy- 
ful meeting  with  our  dear  missionaries.  Doubtless 

no  one  of  the  five  of  us,  who  were  present  at  that 
meeting  will  ever  forget  it.  Tears  of  joy  were  shed 
and  grateful  hearts  thanked  the  dear  Lord  that  we 
were  thus  brought  together  in  far  away  India.  A 
number  of  the  friends  of  our  missionaries  came  with 
them  to  meet  us,  and  as  it  was  night  we  formed  a 
kind  of  procession  with  lanterns  and  torches,  and 
so  walked  together  to  the  mission  home.  We 
realized  now  how  these  dear  hearts  would  have 
been  disappointed  if  we  had  been  hindered  from 
coming  to  them,  as  at  one  time  at  Jerusalem  it 
seemed  would  be  the  case.  But  the  Lord  has  thus 
far  led  us  on,  and  may  we  not  confidently  trust  all 
that  is  left  of  life  for  us  to  him?  D  ,    „ 'There 

is  a  grace  which   extracts  sweets  fron 
the  bitterest  experiences 

>  HOME  ■>  AND  i  FAMILY , 
NOBODY  KNOWS  BUT  MOTHER. 

Nobody  knows  of  the  work  it  makes. 

To  keep  the  home  together; 
Nobody  knows  of  the  steps  it  takes. 

Nobody  knows  but  mother. 

Nobody  listens  to  childish  woes 
Which  kisses  only  smother; 

Nobody's  pained  by  naughty  blows, 

Nobody, — only  mother. 
Nobody  knows  of  the  sleepless  care 

Bestowed  on  baby  brother; 
Nobody  knows  of  the  tender  prayer, 

Nobody, — only  mother. 
Nobody  knows  of  the  lessons  taught 

Of  loving  one  another; s  of  the  patience  long, 
iws  but  mother. Nobody  kno\ Nobody  kn 

Nobody  kn s  of  the  anxious  fears 

Lest  darlings  may  not  weather; 
The  storms  of  life  in  after  years. 

Nobody  knows, — but  mother. 
Nobody  kneels  at  the  throne  above 

To  thank  the  Heavenly  Father 

For  that  sweet  gift,  a  mother's  love: 
Nobody  can,  but  mother. 

ACTS  OF  KINDNESS. 

BY  J.  P.  AND  MARY  V.  HARSHBARGER. 

"Little  deeds  of  kindness 
Little  words  of  love, 

Make  our  earth  an  Eden 

Like  the  heaven  above." 
We  are  pleased  to  tell  you  that  quite  a  number 

of  rolls  of  Young;  Disciples  have  been  sent  us  and 

we  are  truly  thankful  to  all  for  their  kindness  in 
answering  our  call.  One  kind  brother  has  done 
more  than  we  asked  him.  He  wrote  us  that  he 

sent  for  us  new  papers  for  three  months.  These 
will  be  very  nice  for  the  little  folks.  We  will  give 
some  of  the  old  ones  to  some  boys  and  girls  out- 

side of  the  Sunday  school,  wherever  we  think  they, 
shed  a  ray  of  light. 

Oh  stop,  my  Christian  brother  and  sister,  and 
think  how  many  deeds  we  can  do  to  further  the 

cause  of  Jesus!  Just  the  sending  of  some  second- 

hand papers  may  yield  good  results.  After  we 
have  received  the  benefit  from  reading  the  papers, 

we  can  send  them  on  to  gladden  other  hearts  too 
poor  to  receive  them  otherwise.  These  missionary 
efforts  are  for  time  and  eternity. 

Some  Brethren  kindly  sent  us  Quarterlies  for 

three  months  and  those,  with  the  Disciples  sent  us, 
are  all  we  have  for  our  little  Sunday  school  as  yet. 
A  little  boy  sent  us  some  nice  little  cards  with  his 

roll  of  papers.  He  has  our  thanks.  Up  to  this 
time  we  have  received  about  fifteen  hundred 

Young  Disciples  and  over  one  hundred  Children  at 
Work. 

Many  thanks  to  all  for  their  assistance  in  our 
humble  efforts  to  forward  the  cause  of  our  Blessed Master. 

We  have  services  every  Lord's  Day.  Sunday 
school  at  ten;  preaching  at  11  A.  M.,  and  7:30  P. 

M.  We  have  prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing of  each  week.  Brethren  or  sisters  passing 

through  are  heartily  invited  to  stop  with  us. 
Hutchinson,  Kans. 

THE  HIQHER  LIFE. 

BY  A.  HUTCHIS 

In  looking  after  the  fruits  of  a  higher  life,  and 
how  to  obtain  them,  I  am  forcibly  impressed  with 

the  idea  of  pruning,  as  a  means  by  which  the  qual- ity of  the  fruit  may  be  greatly  elevated. 

Looking  at  the  things  which  are  seen  here  in 
California,  as  shown  in  the  development  in  the 

fruit  business,  we  note  that  it  grows  out  of  pruning. 
The  thought  comes  with  a  force  which  would  not 

likely  be  so  strong,  if  it  were  not  for  these  object 

lessons.  Go  where  you  please,  in  this  great  fruit- 

growing   valley,    and   you  hear   the  click  of  the- 
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pruner's  shears.  The  growers  of  the  vine,  the  or- 
ange, the  lemon  and  all  other  fruits  are  busy  at 

this  season  of  the  year  (January),  cutting  off  the 
water  sprouts,  and  all  unnecessary  branches.  It 

looks  as  if  they  were  cutting  away  the  h/ilf,  or 

more  of  the  entire  tree,  or  vine.  When  I  question 

them  as  to  the  object  of  this  much  pruning,  they 
tell  me  that  the  longer  those  wild  growths  are  left 
on  the  tree,  the  poorer  will  the  quality  of  the  fruit 

become,  and  soon  the  wild  sprouts,  or  growths,  will 

take  the  fruit-bearing  qualities  from  the  tree,  and 
render  it  entirely  worthless.  But  by  careful  watch- 

ing and  close  pruning,  the  fruit  is  greatly  improved, 

both  in  quantity  and  quality.  After  taking  these 
lessons  from  the  natural  trees  and  vines,  I  am  im- 

pressed with  the  idea  that  in  our  spiritual  life  we 
might  ascend  to  a  much  higher  plane  in  the  de- 

velopment of  the  Christ-life  in  us,  if  we  would  ap- 
ply the  pruning-shears  to  the  out-croppings  of  the 

carnal  man  of  sin  in  us. 

THE  MUTES. 

BY   JOHN    C.    COLLINS. 

I  often  wonder  why  it  is  that  the  mutes  seem  to 

be  more  concerned  about  their  soul's  salvation  than 
those  who  can  hear.  We  have  a  number  of  mutes 

here  who  are  members  of  the  church,  and  among 
the  number  is  a  minister. 

1  here  relate  a  circumstance  which  occurred  here 

not  long  ago.  A  mute  came  here  to  converse  with 
the  mute  minister,  and  in  his  conversation  with  him 

he  became  convicted  and  wanted  to  be  baptized. 
His  request  was  granted. 

In  a  short  time  after  that  a  mute  man  and  his  wife 

came  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  were  baptized  also.  The  first  party  came 

about  eighty  miles.  They  have  now  returned  to 
their  respective  homes,  after  having  made  a  start  to 
the  home  above. 

I  have  learned  in  my  experience  among  them,  as 

^n  interpreter,  that  the  mutes  make  valuable  mem- 

"bers  for  work  among  their  own  class,  and  will  labor 
earnestly  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  I  have  thought 

that,  if  our  members  would  be  as  earnest  and  faith- 
ful as  the  mutes,  what  a  good  work  could  be  done! 

A  great  many  of  the  members  that  I  have  met,  in 
going  to  different  places,  say  that  the  mutes  do  not 
have  the  temptations  that  those  have  who  can  hear. 
But  this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  mistake.  I  will  here 
refer  to  a  few  of  their  temptations.  In  the  first 

place  they  must  depend  upon  their  eyes  for  their 

enjoyment.  They  love  to  read,  and  they  do  read. 
They  read  all  kinds  of  matter,  and  this  leads  many 

people  away  from  Christ.  If  we  get  them  interest- 
ed in  the  Bible,  they  soon  see  their  condition. 

The  mutes  have  dances  and  all  kinds  of  games, 

the  same  as  other  people.  They  have  a  society  in 

Chicago,  given  to  amusement,  so  I  was  told  by  a 
mute  who  is  not  a  member  of  our  church.  He  be- 

longed to  the  society,  and  he  said  he  enjoyed  him- 
self there,  because  there  the  mutes  may  dance,  or 

play  at  any  game  that  suits  their  fancy.  This  is 
one  of  the  temptations. 

Then  the  mutes  may  also  learn  to  drink,  chew  to- 

bacco, and  engage  in  other  things  along  that  line. 
At  the  same  time  there  are  many  who  shun  these 
bad  habits. 

The  reason  the  mutes  are  so  firm  is,  because  they 

make  the  Bible  a  study,  when  they  once  get  the 

true  light.  I  thank  the  Lord  for  those  we  have  in 

the  church.  They  have  none  of  the  bad  habits  re- ferred to. 

Walerford,  Ind. 

MUSINOS  BY  THE  WAY. 

In  1  Sam.  18:  9  we  read,  "And  Saul  eyed  David 

from  that  day  and  forward."  From  the  day  that 

King  Saul  heard  the  people  praise  David  a  little 
above  himself,  he  followed  him— not  with  loving 

eyes,  but  with  eyes  dark  with  envy.  Bitter  hatred 

entered    his   heart.     Jealousy  "  cruel  as  the  grave," 

caused  him  to  try  many  schemes  for  the  destruction 
of  David's  life;  but  God,  preserved  David  and  left Saul  more  miserable  every  time.  What  a  pity  that 
the  human  family  has  been  scourged  with  so  many 
Sauls,  so  many  people  who  cannot  bear  to  have  an- 

other praised  a  little  above  their  own  dear  selves. 
Little  do  they  realize  that  their  eyes,  those  mirrors 
of  the  soul,  betray  their  meanness  first,  when  they 
give  way  to  jealousy.  Saul  had  grown  big  in  his 
own  eyes,  and  had  failed  in  true  obedience  to  God, 
hence  his  fall.  So  it  must  be  now  with  the  servants 
of  God.  They  fall  from  full  favor  with  God  as  soon 

as  they  begin  "  eyeing  "  some  one  whom  they  think more  favored  than  themselves.  When  living  in  the 
full  light  of  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  zealous  for 
the  prosperity  of  Zion,  there  is  no  room  for  jealousy. 

Paul  was  very  sure  he  was  preaching  the  right 
Gospel,  and  he  was  courageous  enough  to  denounce 
in  plain  terms  any  one  who  was  preaching  any  oth- 

er. See  what  he  says  in  Gal.  I :  S,  "  Though  we,  or 
an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel  unto 
you  than  that  which  we  have  preached  unto  you, 

let  him  be  accursed,"  repeating  the  words  to  make 
them  emphatic.  Now,  what  Gospel  did  Paul 
preach?  He  preached  the  pure  Gospel  that  Christ 
brought  into  the  world  and  taught  unto  his  disci- 

ples. He  preached  Christ  and  him  crucified.  He 
exhorted  all  to  put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of 

perfectness,  and  yet  to  beware  of  false  doctrine  and 
false  teachers,  and  to  cling  closely  to  the  true  word, 
lest  they  incur  the  wrath  of  God. 

Much  praise  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  achieve- 
ments of  mankind  in  this  nineteenth  century,  im- 

provements in  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  machinery, 
etc,  How  the  means  of  communication  have  mul- 

tiplied and  improved!  The  telephone  and  tele- 
graph are  worthy  demonstrations  of  the  genius  of 

man.  But  who  gave  man  the  power  to  conceive, 
plan  and  construct  these  wonderful  things?  And 

how  much  more  wonderful  is  the  mind  of  man, — ca- 

pable of  such  lofty  and  intricate  conceptions, — than 
are  the  results  of  his  labor!  Do  we  ever  think  half 

enough  of  this  all-wise,  all-powerful  Creator?  He 
is  not  only  the  Creator  of  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  but  of  that  being  so  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made  whom  he  called  man,  and  whose  thoughts  can 

fly  with  lightning  rapidity  to  a  friend  on  the  other 
side  of  the  globe,  and  at  the  same  instant  telegraph 

a  prayer  for  that  friend  up  to  God,  who  sitteth  up- 

on his  throne  in  the  highest  heavens.  "Who  can 
utter  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord?  Who  can  show 

forth  all  his  praise?" 
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ditu 

If  y 

{^-Church  News  solicited  (or  tl 
'ting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  in  wruini 
;  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  b 
>rief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  arc  not  solicited  lor  th! 

advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 

From  Gardner,  Kansas. 

Feb.  8  the  Olathe  church  met  in  council,  and,  by 

a  vote,  decided  to  cut  our  territory  in  two.  The 
east  end  retained  the  old  name.  They  have  about 

sixty  members,  including  the  Kansas  City  Mission. 
The  undersigned  was  released  from  the  charge  of 
the  Olathe  church,  and  Eld.  G.  E.  Wise  chosen. 
Bro.  S.  R.  Riffey  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Lillia 

Riffey,  Clerk.  They  have  a  good  meetinghouse  in 
Olathe,  with  four  ministers  and  four  deacons, 

though  much  scattered.  They  are  leaving  the 

principal  burden  of  the  ministry  on  Eld.  Wise. 

After  completing  the  joint  work  of  the  church, 

including  the  cancellation  of  all  church  debts,  we 

then  appointed  a  council  in  the  west  part  of  the 

church  for  Feb.  15.  At  that  time,  by  a  vote  on  a 

name  for  our  church,  Maple  Grove  was  chosen. 

We  have  a  meetinghouse  four  miles  west  and  one 

mile  north  of  Gardner,  and  four  miles  north  of  Ed- 

gerton.  We  have  a  membership  of  fifty-eight,  four 
ministers  and  four  deacons.  Maple  Grove  has  in 

her  territory  the  former  elder,  Treasurer  and  Clerk. 

No  officers  were  elected,  but  Bro.  J.  E.  Crist  was 
advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry. 
Brethren  H.  F.  Crist  and  Samuel  Frantz  were  elect- 

ed delegates  to  our  District  Meeting,  and  Bro.  H. 
F.  Crist  was  chosen  to  represent  our  church  at  An- nual Meeting. 

Feb.  9  I  held  three  meetings  in  Kansas  City  and 
found  the  future  prospects  encouraging.  There 
are  now  several  applicants  awaiting  baptism.  Feb. 
12  I  was  called  to  Media  to  visit  and  anoint  an  old 

sister  who  was  baptized  a  few  months  ago  in  her 

eighty-sixth  year.  While  there  we  held  a  Com- 
munion for  her  benefit.  Sixteen  members  sur- 

rounded the  table.  Quite  a  number  of  outsiders 
were  present,  who  seemed  to  enjoy  it  much.  After 

the  services  the  old  sister  said:  "This  was  the  hap- 
piest hour  of  my  life  and  I  now  feel  ready  to  depart 

and  be  at  rest."  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
M.  E.  church  for  sixty-five  years.         I.  H.  Crist. 

Feb.  iS. 

From  the  Pleasant  View  Church,  Phillips  Co.,  Kans. 

Jan.  25  Bro.  J.'W.  Jarboe,  our  home  minister,  be- 
gan a  series  of  meetings  at  what  is  known  as  the 

the  Turner  schoolhouse,  five  and  one-half  miles 
southwest  of  Woodruff.  The  attendance  and  at- 

tention were  excellent  throughout  the  meetings. 

This  being  a  new  point,  our  brother  took  up  a 
course  of  doctrinal  subjects.  Many  were  much  im 

pressed  by  these  discourses.  The  meetings  con- 
tinued until  Sunday,  Feb.  9,  when  four  were  buried 

with  Christ  in  Christian  baptism,  with  six  appli- 
cants to  be  received  by  baptism  in  the  near  future. 

As  nearly  all  our  members  that  are  here  now  are 

young  in  the  cause,  the  church  decided  to  hold  a 
love  feast  for  the  benefit  of  those  that  have  recently 
united  with  the  church.  The  feast  was  held  on  the 

evening  of  Feb.  8,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and 
attentive  audience.  Nineteen  members  surround- 

ed the  Lord's  Table.  It  was  indeed  a  feast  to  the 

soul! 
The  church  met  in  council  Feb.  15.  Kid.  J.  R. 

Garber  acted  as  Chairman.  All  business  was  trans- 

acted with  the  best  of  feeling.  At  this  meeting 
brethren  Charles  Hartzog  and  Henry  Scofield 

were  chosen  delegates  to  District  Meeting.  Sister 

Georgia  Ellrod  was  chosen  for  church  correspond- 
ent; sister  Anna, Hutchison,  Clerk.  Bro.  Garber 

remained  with  us  over  Sunday  and  preached  three 

soul-cheering  sermons  to  large  and  attentive  con- 
gregations. Mary  M.  Jarboe. 

Republican  City,  Nebr.,  Feb.  17. 

From  Huntington,  Ind. 

Ouk  services  with  the  brethren  and  sisters  in 

Huntington,  Ind.,  commenced  on  the  evening  of 

Jan.  9.  Bro.  Noah  Fisher  took  charge  of  the  work 
in  this  city  in  the  fall  of  1893.  By  his  energy,  the 

members'  zeal  and  God's  blessing,  the  cause  has 
prospered.  At  the  start  they  were  but  a  small 
band,  unorganized,  and  met  for  services  in  the 
courthouse.  They  now  occupy  a  large  brick 
churchhouse  within  two  squares  of  the  courthouse. 

Bro.  Fisher  has  baptized  about  sixty.  Their  nu- 
merical strength  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  Brethren  hold  a  good  congregation.  During 

our  stay  other  churches  in  the  city  were  carrying  on 

revival  services,  with  railroad  meetings  in  the  court- 
house. Our  congregations  were  encouraging, 

while  the  Methodists,  one  square  away,  closed 

their  meetings  for  want  of  attendance,  without  any 
conversions. 

I  never  visited  a  Brethren's  church  in  a  city, 
where  I  found  so  many  outside  friends  as  I  did  in 

Huntington,  Ind.  The  cause  bids  fair.  Their 

singing  is  excellent.  A  large  portion  of  the  mem- 
bers are  free  to  take  part  in  the  prayer  and  social 

service.  Their  order  is  to  be  commended.  The 

brethren,  with  few  exceptions,  observe  the  princi- 
ples of  plainness.  There  were  a  number  of  women 

baptized  from  fashionable  circles  in  the  city  during 
our  stay.  I  noticed  them  sitting  with  the  sisters, 
with  their  bonnets  off  and  their  prayer-covering  on, 

after  their  baptism.     Bro.    Fisher  teaches  and  en-' 
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joins  the  rules  and  plain  usages  of  the  church.  As 

a  result  the  cause  prospers,  with  the  Lord's  bless- 
ing, and  the  church  receives  the  very  universal 

commendation  of  the  masses  in  the  city.  I  found 
the  influence  of  the  church  visibly  felt. 

Their  sisters'  mission,  in  behalf  of  the  poor  chil- 
dren, needs  help.  Will  not  the  churches  in  their 

State  District  aid  them?  Their  calls  are  beyond 
their  means.  I.  J.  Rosf.nberger. 

From  the  Octavla  Church,  Nebr. 

Bro.  James  Flory,  of  Shickley,  Nebr.,  State  Sup- 

erintendent of  the  Brethren's  Sunday  schools  of 
Nebr.,  came  to  us  Jan.  18,  and  remained  till  the 
2lst.  In  that  time  he  preached  one  night,  and  gave 

us  four  day  meetings.  During  the  last  gntherings 

he  gave  instructions  as  to  the  best  methods  of  ad- 
vancing the  Sunday  school  work.  Bro.  Flory  un- 

derstands his  work  well,  and  he  gave  us  much  light 
on  the  subject.  We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday 
school  at  this  place,  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with 
Bro.  David  G.  Wine  as  Superintendent,  assisted  by 
Bro.  John  Streeter. 

Jan.  15,  Bro.  S.  M.  Forney,  from  Kearney,  Nebr., 

commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  our  congrega- 
tion, and  continued  until  Feb.  2.  A  part  of  the 

time  we  also  had  day  meetings.  On  these  occa- 
sions Bro.  Forney  gave  us  instructions  on  outlines  of 

Bible  studies,  which  were  very  instructive  and  ap- 

preciated by  all.  Five  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side, 
ranging  in  years  from  eleven  to  thirteen.  May  God 
bless  these  dear  lambs,  that  they  may  hold  out 
faithful! 

Feb.  3,  Bro  Forney  and  a  few  of  the  Brethren 
and  sisters  went  thirty  miles  south  and  west  of  this 

place,  and  held  a  week's  meetings  in  the  Green 
Leaf  Methodist  church,  where  four  of  our  members 

live.  Here  Bro.  Forney  preached  a  course  of  doc- 
trinal sermons  which  were  well  received.  The  in- 

terest at  this  place  was  very  good,  and  the  meetings 
closed  too  soon. 

A  few  have  promised  to  unite  with  us  in  the  near 

future.  John  G.  Kilhefner. 
Octavia,  Nebr.,  Feb.  if. 

From  the  Manassas  Church,  Va. 

We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  Jan.  4,  in 
the  Cannon  Branch  house.  The  attendance  was 

not  large,  but  all  the  business  was  disposed  with 
the  best  of  feeling.  Our  elder  being  absent,  Bro. 
A.  Conner  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  meeting. 
Among  the  business  transacted  was  the  appointing 
of  a  sexton,  a  committee  to  erect  a  fence,  and  an 
agent  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  and  Missionary 
Visitor.  We  are  making  efforts  to  have  the  Gospel 
Messenger  in  every  family  of  members. 
Our  Bible  Class  meets  every  Friday  evening  in 

the  church.  We  have  not  missed  an  evening  since 
we  organized  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  The  subject 
discussed  at  our  last  meeting  was,  "  Christian  Ob- 

ligations." ^  The  next  will  be  "The  Operation  of the  Spirit."  These  meetings  are  practical,  inter- esting and  beneficial. 

Bro.  S.  H.  Horning,  of  South  Dakota,  is  now 
among  us,  looking  for  a  home  in  a  milder  clime. 
Two  families  from  Pennsylvania  are  expected  to 
move  among  us  in  about  two  weeks.  We  welcome 
all  loyal  and  zealous  members  among  us.  We  have 
room  for  many  more.  J.  E   Blough. Feb.  18. 

Mission  Work  Among  the  Negroes. 

In  No.  13,  of  Gospel  Messenger  of  1895,  Bro. 
J.  H.  Moore  said  that  some  of  our  earnest  mission- 

aries should  open  up  missions  among  the  negroes 
of  the  South.  Nearly  one  year  has  passed  since 
Bro.  Moore's  editorial,  and  yet  there  is  no  re- 

sponse. What  is  the  matter,  Brethren?  Why  not 
start  a  negro  mission  fund  and  send  some  of  our 
self-sacrificing  brethren  down  to  the  negroes?  We have  but  few  negroes  here  in  Nebraska,  and  I 
think,  from  what  I  know  of  them,  more  of  them  are 
church  members  than  among  the  white  population, 
for  some  cause.     I  do  not  know  of  a  negro  brother 

in  this  State.  I  fear  the  fault  is  ours  and  not  theirs. 

Come,  brethren,  let  us  not  be.  afraid  of  color/  The 
salvation  of  souls  should  be  our  work.  In  distrib- 

uting tracts  I  always  take  special  pains  to  give  the 
colored  people  our  tracts.  They  arc  much  pleaded 
to  be  noticed.  It  looks  as  if  we  might  call  a  negro 
mission  meeting  at  some  period  of  our  next  Annual 
Meeting  and  organize.  I  am  satisfied  it  will  have 

many  warm  supporters  among  our  Brethren  who 
have  the  love  of  souls  at  heart. 

A.  M.  T.  Miller. Pickrell,  Nebr. 

Remarks. — It  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  our 
methods  of  doing  business  to  call  a  meeting  of 

the  kind  suggested,  without  the  consent  of  the 
General  Mission  Board  and  the  concurrence  of 

the  Standing  Committee.  However,  it  is  the  privi- 

lege of  any  congregation  to  ask  its  District  to  pe- 
tition the  Annual  Meeting  to  adopt  measures  for 

the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  negroes.  But 
for  the  information  of  the  friends  of  this  move- 

ment we  will  here  state,  that  the  General  Mission 

Board  has  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  and  sub- 

mit to  the  Board  for  consideration,  a  plan  for 

reaching  the  colored  people  with  the  Gospel.  If 

any  one  has  suggestions  to  offer  concerning  the 

proper  method  of  doing  effectual  work  among  the 

colored  people,  the  committee  will  take  pleasure  in 
considering  them  before  making  recommendations 

to  the  Board.  All  such  suggestions  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Office  Editor  of  the  Messenger. 

Suggestions  from  members  residing  in  the  Southern 

States,  and  who  have  had  more  or  less  experience 

with  the  negroes  of  the  South,  are  especially  so- 
licited.—Ed. 

Notice  to  the  Brethren  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Brethren's  Mutual 
Aid  Association  will  be  held  in  the  Pleasant  Grove 

church,  Douglas  County,  Kansas,  April  9,  on  the 
day  following  District  Meeting.  All  questions  or 

suggestions  intended  for  the  meeting  should  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  as  below. 

B.  S.  Katherman. 

1240  N.   Y.  St.,  Lawrence,  Kans. 

Notice. 

The  churches  of  Southeastern  District  of  Kansas 

will  please  not  send  any  more  missionmoney  to  the 
writer  as  he  is  moving  out  of  the  State.  They 
should  send  it  to  S.  E.  Cornelius,  Parsons,  Kans., 
treasurer  of  Mission  Board. 

Samuel  Edgecomb,  District  Solicitor. 

Plumb,  Oklahoma. 

To  the  Solicitors  of  the  Local  Churches  of  the   District 
of  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho. 

I  received  a  letter,  a  short  time  ago,  from  our 
evangelist,  Bro.  G.  C.  Carl,  of  Centralia,  Wash., 
stating  that  his  means  of  support  were  about  ex- 

hausted and  that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  the 
employment  which  he  had  expected  to  get,  to  help 
support  his  family.  I  wish  to  say  therefore,  to  the 
solicitors  of  the  missionary  cause,  to  make  an  im- 

mediate and  earnest  effort  to  collect  funds  in  their 
respective  churches  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send 
the  amount  to  our  treasurer,  Samuel  Decker, 
Myrtle  Point,  Coos  Co.,  Oregon.  It  seems  to  me  it 
should  be  a  pleasure  to  every  member,  that  has  the 
cause  of  Christ  at  heart,  to  help  support  at  least 
one  minister  in  three  states.  I  think  five  cents  per 
month  by  each  member,  will  more  than  support  our brother  and  family.  I  am  sure  if  all  would  think  a 
little  more  of  the  Lord's  cause  and  the  worth  of 
souls,  and  spend  less  for  unneccesary  and  forbidden 
things,  more  would  be  put  into  the  Lord's  treasury, 
where  it  will  do,  perhaps,  countless  good.  I  have 
heard  the  Brethren  preach  from  childhood  up,  but 
have  not  heard  a  missionary  sermon  yet,  nor  any- 

thing, as  to  the  necessity  of  laying  up  and  giving  to 
the  Lord  s  cause,  from  the  sacred  desk,  and  yet  it  is 
one  of  the  plainest  duties,  taught  in  God's  Word 

Dear  brethren,   let  us  wake  up  out  of  this  stupo 

and  not  be  so  slothful  in  the  Lord's  business. 
J.  B.  Lehman. 

Salem,  Ore.,  Feb.  16. 

From  the  Hickory  Grove  Church,   Miami  County,  Ohio. 

According  to  previous  arrangements  Bro.  Sam- 
uel Horning,  of  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  came  to  us 

Jan.  18,  to  assist  in  conducting  a  series  of  meetings. 
The  meetings  were  held  in  the  Grove  house. 

Though  the  weather,  most  of  the  time,  was  very  in- 
clement, and  the  roads  quite  bad,  the  interest  was 

very  good  and,  under  the  circumstances,  the  attend- 
ance was  good.  Much  good  was  done  by  the  meet- 
ings in  the  spiritual  strengthening  of  the  mem- 

bership and  the  opening  up  of  some  new  possibili- 

ties, showing  us  what  might  be  accomplished  by  ear- 
nest thought  and  work.  Bro.  Horning  did  his  part 

well.     The  meetings  closed  Feb.  2. 
Feb.  16  we  commenced  a  singing  school  with 

Bro.  Studebaker,  of  Flora,  Ind.,  as  teacher.  The 

school  at  this  writing  promises  to  be  interesting 
and,  we  trust,  profitable.  Jacob  Coppock. 

Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio. 

From  Frankfort,  Ohio. 

Our  church  here  is  small,  but  the  membership  is 

faithful,  and  the  meetings  are  kept  up,  with  in- 

creasing interest.  Both  races  manifest  a  growing 
interest  in  what  is  said  and  done.  Bro.  James  May, 

of  Circleville,  twenty-two  miles  distant,  who  is  our 
elder,  visits  us  every  first  and  third  Sunday.  He  is 
earnest,  zealous,  and  conscientious  in  his  labor,  and 
the  Lord  blesses  his  effort.  Some  of  our  members 

have  died,  some  have  moved  away  and  some  have 

fallen  away,  but,  thank  God,  we  are  moving  upward: 
to  that  heavenly  home. 

Our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Harvey  Carter,  passed 

away  Sept.  25,  1894,  aged  sixty-six  years  and  nine 
months.  He  died  in  the  full  triumph  of  faith  in 

the  Lord  Jesus,  whom  he  loved  so  dearly.  He- 
faithfully  served  this  church  about  twenty-five 
years,  and  won  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

He  did  his  duty  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian,  and  is 

greatly  missed  among  us.  The  church  purposes 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  lasting  three  days, 

commencing  on  Friday  before  Easter.  We  hope  to 

have  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  us  on  that  occasion, 
to  strengthen  our  hands.  If  any  of  the  Brethren 

are  passing  our  way,  we  would  be  pleaseet  to  have, 

them  stop  and  assist  us.   '      Martha  A.  Caster.. 
Feb.  21. 

From  Lordsburg  Church,  Cal. 

Bro.  A.  Hutchison  has  closed  a  series  of  doc- 

trinal sermons  on  Sunday  evening  Feb.  16.  The  at- 
tendance was  large  and  attention  excellent.  As  an. 

immediate  result  one  made  the  good  confession. 

In  the  twenty-five  sermons  that  he  delivered  in 
chapel,  he  did  not  open  the  Bible  once  even  to  read 

the  text,  but,  in  referring  to  the  Bible,  in  every  in- 
stance he  named  the  book,  chapter,  and  verse,  and 

quoted  his  proof  texts  correctly.  Is  it  not  remark- 
able what  one  can  master  by  giving  his  attention, 

wholly  to  one  thing? 

His  sermons  are  so  forcible  that  while  the  hearer 

may  not  be  willing  to  accept  the  doctrine,  he  is 
nevertheless  convinced  of  the  truth.  His  work, 

while  with  us,  has  benefited  the  Lordsburg  church much. 

Feb.  2,  our  dear  aged  brother,  John  Metzger,  be- 
ing quite  ill,  requested  the  elders  to  anoint  him, 

which  was  attended  to.  His  sons-in-law,  Andrew 

and  Stephen  Shively,  and  his  daughter  Katy,  resid- 

ing at  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  were  notified  of  their  father's 
d,  in  harmony  with  his  request,  they  came 
and 

now  enjoying  one 

other's  so- 

ciety. The  old  soldier  was  again  able  to  attend 

services  in  chapel  last  Lord's  Day,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  present.  Praise  the  Lord  for  his  loving 

kindness!  3.   F.  Masterson. 

Feb.  rg. 
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Notes  *  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 
'     T^cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 

Diona,  111.— I  just  closed  an  eight  days'  series  of 
meetings  in  the  City  of  Decatur.  Two  precious 
souls  were  baptized  into  Christ  in  Coles  County. 
We  have  bad  roads,  but  fair  congregations. — Geo. 

W.  Cripe,  Feb.  ig. 

Mound  Valley,  Okla.— This  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  Feb.  I.  All  business  was  disposed  of 

pleasantly.  Bro.  Ennis,  a-fter  attending  the  coun- 
cil,  remained  and  preached  until  Feb.  10,  deliver- 
in<r,  in  all,  eleven  sermons.  The  interest  and  at- 

tendance were  good. — Anna  L.  Herren,  Thomas, 
Okla.,  Feb.  11. 

Dry  Creek,  Iowa.— Eld.  Jacob  Witmore  came  to 
us  Jan.  29,  and  labored  with  us  until  Feb.  21,  in- 

clusive, preaching  twenty-seven  sermons,  most  of 
which  were  doctrinal  and  much  appreciated  by  us. 

The  congregation  seemed  glad  to  listen  to  the  pure 

Gospel,  preached  in  its  simplicity  and  power,  thus 

preparing  the  hearts  for  seed.  Much  good  seed 
was  sown.  One  soul  that  had  wandered  away  came 
home.  Bro.  Witmore  leaves  here  for  Garrison, 

Iowa,  where  he  will  remain  several  weeks,  laboring 

for  the  Lord. — L.  D.  Bosscrman,  Robins,  Iowa, 
Feb.  21. 

Altoona,   Pa. — Since   our   last   report   from  this 

place  there  were  twelve  more  added  to  the  church. 
One   bruth 
the   Bellwo 

from    thi: eleven  from 
*n  and  three 

of  meetings 

minister,— J. 

se  was  dedi- 
395.    We  are 

<p: 

place    and 
-eight   breth 

sisters.    This  is  the  result  of  a  serit 

which  was  conducted   by    our    horn 
W.  Wilt.     The    Bellwood   meetinghc 

cated  the  last  Sunday  in  December, 
told   there  are  still  some  more  to 

One  sister  was  baptized  that  had  b' 
of  another  denomination  for  forty-two  years. — Mrs. 
L,  A.  Kephart,  Feb.  17. 

Gunnersville,    Ohio.  —  The   members   near  this 
have  had  no  series  of  meetings  for  two  years 

half.     We   had  only   three   meetings  every 

four  weeks,   and   often    only   every 
What  we   need    is    more    spiritual 

said  to  Peter,  "  Feed  my  sheep."     If 
ly  feed  our  flocks  once  a  month  we 
pect  a  very  thrifty  flock.     Upon  the    other   ham 
the  flock  should  not  forget  the  time  and  place  1 

feeding,  and  assemble  there  for  the  purpose  of  bi 
ing  spiritually  fed.     We  would  be  glad  to  have  any 
of  the  brethren  give  us    a   call  when    passing  this 

way. — C.  Shearer,  Feb.  20. 

Silver  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— We 
richly  fed  with  the  Bread  of  Life  by  o 
loved  ministering  brethren.     Bro.  Pete 

membe 

light 
food.     Christ 
e  should 

Duld   not 

have    been 

Stuckma 
of  N 

tpp.i 

gave  1 

Ind.,  was 

'  grand  less 

rith 

nber 

ch  de- 

Bryan,  Ohio,  als 
ern  part  of  thi: 
Bro.  Wm.  Des 
us  Feb,  1.     H< 

Sellers,   ol 

5  in  theeast- 

1  the  Wal- 

,ns.  We  w 
•Bro.  Gee 

week's  meet 

congregation,  in  the  Unic 
enberg,  of  Ashland,  Ohio 
conducted  the  meetings  in 

nut  Grove  church  of  the  above-named  congrega- 
tion, which  were  continued  until  the  19th.  There 

were  no  accessions  to  the  church,  but  sinners  were 
warned  to  flee  the  wrath  which  is  to  come.  The 

brethren  and  sisters  were  richly  fed  with  the  Bread 
of  Eternal  Life—  A.  A.  Throne,  Pioneer,  Ohio. 

Maple  Grove,  Ohio.— The  church'  at  this  place has  just  closed  an  interesting  series  of  meetings, 

conducted  by  Bro.  Jacob  Heastand,  of  Van  Wert 
County,  Ohio.  He  commenced  preaching  Feb.  5 

and  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  igth,  preach- 
ing, in  all,  twenty  sermons.  We  had  an  enjoyable 

season  together.  The  hearts  of  all  seemed  to  be 

cheered  and  greatly  encouraged  to  labor  for  a 
greater  degree  of  holiness.  Bro.  Heastand  is  an 
excellent  speaker,  ably  defending  the  Truth.  His 

two  baptized  and  three  re- 

gave  us  the  promise  that  they 

desiring  to  have  the  ordinance 

i  until  a  more  suitable  season. 
Two  others  who  had  wandered  away  from  the  fold 

promised  to  be  reclaimed  at  an  early  date.— Sarah 
/.  Price,  Feb,  20, 

labors  resulted 
claimed.  Six  mc 
would  come  soo 
of  baotism  defer! 

Mont  Ida,  Kans.— Bro.  Sidney  Hodgden  came  to 
us  Jan.  25  and  preached  nineteen  sermons.  His 
sermons  were  full  of  life  and  power  that  comes 
only  from  a  close  life  to  Christ,  and  study  of  the 
Word.  Four  were  baptized  into  the  church— one 
sister  and  three  brethren.  He  was  assisted  by  Bro. 
Jesse  Studebaker.— George  Colbert. 

Edna  Mills,  Ind.— Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Lewis- 
town,  Pa.,  commened  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
Pleasant  View  meetinghouse  Jan.  2S  and  closed 
Feb.  16.  He  preached  the  Word  in  a  plain,  simple 
way,  so  all  could  understand.  The  interest  was 

good,  and  the  attendance  fair.  Four  were  baptized 
and  several  more  almost  persuaded.— John  E.  Mels- 

ger,  Feb.  18. 

Fort  Collins,  Colo.— The  Poudre  Valley  church 
met  in  council  Jan.  11.  Brethren  Goughenour  and 
Whistler  were  with  us.  They  preached  twice  Jan, 

12.  Feb.  9  brethren  Goughenour  and  Snowbergct 
anointed  Bro.  Ulrich,  who  is  very  low  with  heart 

disease.  We  have  no  minister  nearer  than  thirty- 
five  miles.  We  wish  that  one  would  locate  with 

us!     We  will  welcome  all  Brethren.-/  F.  Shuck. 

Loramie  Church,  Ohio.— This  church  held  their 

quarterly  council  Feb.  15,  Our  elder,  I,  J.  Rosen- 
berger,  presided.  A  Christian  spirit  was  manifest- 

ed, and  the  business  was  disposed  of  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 

meetings,  commencing  April  18  and  closing  with 
Communion  services  April  25.  Bro.  Rosenberger 

has  kindly  consented  to  conduct  these  meetings. — 
John  F.  Soudcrs,  Oran,  Ohio. 

Spring  River  Church,  Mo.— The  Brethren  here 
art-  conducting  a  series  of  meetings  in  Avilla,  in 
charge  of  the  home  ministers.  Bro.  C.  Holdeman 

is  giving  a  talk  on  church  doctrine  at  present.  On 

Sunday  night  the  subject  was,  "The  Setting  up  of 

the  Kingdom;"  last  night,  "The  Design  of  Bap- 
tism;" to-night,  "The  Mode  of  Baptism."  Still 

other  subjects  are  to  follow.  We  had  fair  attend- 
ance which  is  still  on  the  increase,-/,  K.  Shively, 

Avilla.  Mo. 

Clay  Hill,  Pa.— We  just  closed  a  very  interesting 

and  profitable  meeting  at  the  Mt.  Zion  meeting- 
house. Bro.  Thomas  J.  Kolb,  of  Double  Pipe  Creek, 

Md.,  gave  us  ten  sermons  which  were  sound  in  doc- 
trine and  full  of  argument.  While  there  were  no 

immediate  accessions,  we  hope  the  seed  sown  by 

our  dear  brother  may  be  as  "  bread  cast  upon  the 
water."  We  begin  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Brown's  Mill  meetinghouse  March  3.  Bro.  Wm.  A. 

Gaunt,  of  Somerset  County,  is  to  do  the  preach- 

ing —  Wm.  A.  Anthony,  Feb.  18. 

Fort  Scott,  Kans. — The  members  of  the  Fort 
Scott  church  commenced  a  daily  prayer  meeting 

the  second  of  this  month.  As  Bro.  Albert  Smith, 

of  Adrian,  Mo.,  happened  to  be  passing  through 
here  on  the  seventh,  we  put  him  to  work  and  the 

meetings  have  been  continued  right  along.  We 
cannot  tell  how  soon  they  will  stop.  There  is  also 

other  ministerial  help  here  now.  So  far  there  have 

been  seven  baptized.  There  are  five  more  appli- 
cants, and  one  is  to  be  reclaimed.  We  ask  the 

united  prayers  of  the  whole  Brotherhood  in  behalf 

of  the  Master's  cause  here,  that  many  more  sinners 

may  put  on  Christ  in  baptism.  We  expect  to  con- 
tinue as  long  as  there  is  a  prospect  of  doing 

good.— A.  B.  Fisher,  Feb.  iq. 

Cavendish,  Idaho.— Eld.  Barklow  and  wife,  and 
Bro.  Stiverson  and  wife,  of  Moscow,  have  been 

preaching  here  for  two  weeks.  The  old  Gospel 

and  practice  of  the  Brethren  is  new  here.  This 

new  thing  has  been  fairly  introduced.  One  sister 

was  baptized  and  others  almost  persuaded.  A 

church  has  been  organized  with  a  membership  of 

fifteen,  including  two  ministers  and  two  deacons. 

It  is  known  as  the  Grafton  church.  This  church  is 

near  the  line  of  the  Nez  Perces  Reservation,  which 

was  opened  to  the  homesteader  Oct.  18.  This  is  a 

healthy  climate.  It  is  a  good  farming,  stock  and 

fruit  growing  region.  I  long  to  see  the  Brethren 

come  and  help  build  up  the  cause  of  Zion  in  this 

goodly  land.— Daniel  Cosner,  Feb.  6. 

Wolf  Creek,  Ohio.  —  Bro.  "  Colonel  "  Bagwell 
came  to  the  Eversole  meetinghouse  Feb.  6,  and  re- 

mained until  the  18th,  preaching  with  great  simplic- 
ity and  earnestness  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  One 

young  man  was  baptized.  —John  Calvin  Bright. 

Monticello,  Ind.— In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  6, 

page  92,  my  article  reads;  "Bro.  Dilling,  now  at 

Mt.  Morris,  did  the  preaching."  It  should  be  "  Bro. 
David  Dilling  did  the  preaching."  The  clause, 
"now  at  Mt.  Morris,"  was  not  intended  to  be  there. 
— J.  A.  Weaver,  Feb.  21. 

Portage  Church,  Ohio.  —  The  Brethren  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  in  our  Central  house 

on  the  evening  of  Feb.  17.  The  home  ministers 
are  doing  the  preaching.  The  interest  seems  very 

good,  considering  the  very  cold  weather.—/.  B, 
Kyser,  Cloverdale,  Ohio,  Feb.  20. 

Millstone,  Md.— On  the  evening  of  Feb.  7  Bro. 
John  Bennett,  of  Artemas,  Bedford  County,  com- 

menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Licking  Creek 
church,  continuing  till  Feb.  14,  preaching,  in  all, 

fourteen  soul-cheering  sermons.  While  the  breth- 
ren and  sisters  were  encouraged,  sinners  were  made 

to  tremble.  One  precious  soul  was  made  willing  to 

forsake  sin  and  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side,  and 
many  more  are  counting  the  cost. — Jacob  S.  Keller. 

Hurricane  Creek  Church,  III— Last  Saturday 

was  our  regular  quarterly  council.  Our  elder,  Hen- 
ry Lilligh,  presided  over  the  meeting.  We  had  a 

pleasant  meeting.  Not  very  much  business  came 
before  the  council.  The  roads  were  very  muddy. 

We  had  not  a  very  large  attendance.  We  decided 
to  get  a  minister  to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings 
next  fall.  We  also  decided  to  open  a  Sunday 

school  April  1. —  Cornelius  Kesslcr,  Smithboro,  III,, 
Feb.  20. 

Baltimore,  Md.— It  is  well  with  us  in  Baltimore. 
We  are  arranging  for  more  active  mission  work  in 
the  near  future,  the  Lord  willing.  Just  at  this 
time  we  are  in  the  midst  of  severe  cold  weather. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  much  good  news  that  ap- 

pears weekly  in  the  Messenger.  It  is  the  most 
welcome  visitor  to  my  office,  proving  a  very  good 

stimulus.  May  the  Messenger  ever  prove  a  source 

of  great  knowledge  and  encouragement  to  our  be- 
loved peoplel— /.  5.  Geiser,  Feb.  19. 

York,  Pa.— After  enjoying  a  season  of  grace  with 
Bro.  S.  H.  Utz,  of  New  Market,  Md.,  who  had  been 

working  for  the  Master's  cause  in  our  midst,  we 
were  visited  by  Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  of  Hunts- 
dale,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.  Bro.  Albert  came  in 
our  midst  Jan.  28  and  labored  with  us  till  Feb.  13. 

He  preached,  in  all,  eighteen  sermons  which  will 
long  be  remembered  by  many.  The  cords  of  love 
have  been  strengthened,  hearts  have  become  more 
sincere,  and  souls  have  been  brought  to  Christ. 
There  are  still  more  that  are  counting  the  cost. 

We  feel  deeply  impressed  that  many  have  been 

made  to  feel  the  "  power  of  God,"  and  yet  desire  to 
stay  in  their  sins  rather  than  come  out  on  the 
Lord's  side.—/.  P.  Lehman,  Feb.  IQ. 

Prairie  City,  Iowa.— Wc  have  just  closed  an  in- 

teresting series  of  meetings  in  our  new  church- 
house  near  this  place,  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  R. 

Taylor,  of  Deep  River,  Iowa.  He  gave  us  lectures 

on  Bible  history,  giving  dates  of  prominent  events 

and  sketches  of  the  life  and  character  of  the  pa- 

triarchs and  prophets.  Their  travels  were  illus- 
trated on  a  Biblical  chart,  showing  the  places 

where  miracles  and  remarkable  acts  were  per- 

formed. Practical  applications  were  drawn,  im- 

pressing Bible  facts  indelibly  upon  the  minds  of 

the  young,  and  all  interested  in  the  study  of  the 
Bible.  He  also  preached  to  us  of  the  duties, 
needs,  advantages  and  rewards  of  promulgating  the 

Master's  work  along  the  different  lines  of  mission 

work.  Our  church  donated  SlO  to  be  used  in  mis- 
sion work.  The  church  was  made  stronger  and 

good  seed  was  sown  in  our  midst.  One  came  out 
on  the  Lord's  side.  Notwithstanding  bad  roads 
and  dark  nights,  we  had  good  attendance.  Our 

congregations  frequently  numbered  over  two  hun- dred.—/. L.  Thomas,  Feb.  ly. 
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Quinter,  Kans.— Hro.  John  Crist,  of 
Gardner,  Kans.,  came  here  Jan.  19  and 

remained  until  Feb.  5,  preaching,  in 

all,  eighteen  very  interesting  sermons. 
The  attendance  and  interest  were 

good.  One  young  brother  was  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  Jan. 

19.— Martha  E.  Roach,  Feb.  ly. 

Waterford,  Ind.— Hro.  S.  N.  Ever- 
sole,  of  North  Dakota,  came  to  us  on 

the  evening  of  Feb.  15,  preaching  for 

us  that  evening.  On  Sunday 

preached  three  discourses,  making 

four  in  all.  They  were  Gospel  ser- 
mons, and  the  heart  and  soul  of  the 

little  band  of  believers  at  this  place 

were  made  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord. — R, 

J.  Shrevc,  Feb.  ly. 

Golden  Spring  Church,  Nebr.—  Eld. 
G.  W.  Stambaugh  came  to  us  Feb.  8, 

and  continued  preaching  until  the 

17th.  The  meetings  were  well  attend- 

ed considering  much  sickness  in  the 

town  and  surrounding  country.  Bro. 

Stambaugh  preached  two  funerals 

while  here.  Although  we  are  but  few 

in  number,  the  church  is  in  good  work- 

ing order. — Jesse  E.  Him'er,  Decatur, 

Nebr.,  Feb.  17. 

Beaver  Creek,  Va.  —  Eld.  David 

Bowman,  of  Missouri,  came  to  us  Jan 

Jul," 

He 

continued  two  weeks,  preaching,  in  all 

nineteen  soul-cheering  sermons.  Bro 

Bowman's  stay  among  us  was  highly 
appreciated.  We  were  made 

account  of  the  meeting  closing  too 

soon.  We  never  had  better  interest 

and  attendance.  Bro.  Bowman  is  now 

visiting  among  the  different  churches 

in  the  Valley.— M.  B.  Miller,  Spring 
Creek,  Va.,  Feb.  16. 

Richland  Church,  Ohio.— The  mem- 

bers met  in  quarterly  council  Feb.  S. 

Considerable  business  was  transacted. 

Bro-  Joseph  Rothrock  was  chosen  to 
represent  us  as  delegate  in  District 

Meeting.  The  writer  was  chosen  as 

Superintendent.  The  church  made 

choice  of  Eld.  S.  M.  Loose,  of  the 

Green  Spring  church,  as  our  elder. 

Our  Communion  services  will  be  held 

June  6  and  7  at  sister  Kendall's,  six 
tniles  north  of  Mansfield,  Ohio.—/  C. 

Kline,  Shelby,  Ohio,  Feb.  l7. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Iowa.— We  met  in 

quarterly  council  Feb.  15,  and  ar- 

ranged for  a  love  feast  to  be  held  May 

29  at  3  P.  M.  The  members  voted  to 

effect  a  separate  church  organization 

in  the  near  future.  We  decided  to 

leave  the  electing  of  the  Sunday 

school  officers  to  the  congregation 

with  the  understanding  that  they  must 

be  members  of  our  church.  We  also 

decided  to  hold  meetings  every  al- 

ternate week,  Saturday  night,  Sunday 

and  Sunday  night;  also  social  meeting 

on  Sunday  nights.  It  was  also 

cided  to  hold  one  week's  meetin 

connection  with  the  Communion,  hop- 
ing that  some  of  the  Brethren  will 

remember  us  on  their  way  to  or  from 

Annual  Meeting.  We  decided  to  hold 

a  series  of  meetings  in  September. 

The  Lord  willing,  Bro.  Hutchison  and 

his  daughter  will  be  with  us  then. 

We  think  there  was  much  good  seed 

sown  here,  when  Bro.  Hutchison  was 

with  us  before,  and  now,  with  the  aid 

of  his  daughter  in  the  song-service, 

still  more  may  be  done.  Our  council 

passed  off  harmoniously. — Mrs.  J.  T. 
Couser. 

Mohican  Church,  Ohio.— Feb.  15  we 

met  in  quarterly  council.  Consider- 
able business  was  transacted,  but  all 

was  disposed  of  in  Gospel  love.  The 

different  treasuries  were  replenished. — 
*ilas  Wcidman,  Burbank,  Ohio,  Feb.  17. 

Bethel,  Nebr.— A  Bible  Normal  was 
held  at  this  place,  beginning  Jan.  29 

and  closing  Feb.  15.  We  had  four 

lessons  a  week.  The  Normal  was  con- 

ducted by  Bro.  H.  E.  Price,  from 

Beatrice,  Nebr.  The  lessons  were 

interesting  and  instructive  and  well  at' 
tended. —  Clara  Hochstcdler,  Carleton, 
Nebr. 

Maple  Valley  Church,  Iowa.  - 
Brethren  Albert  Nicodemus  and  Tobi 

as  Myers  came  among  us  Dec.  24 

Bro.  Myers  preached  to  an  interested 

congregation  on  Christmas  Day.  The 
Brethren  met  in  council  Dec.  26,  when 

Bro.  Nicodemus  accepted  the  over- 

sight of  this  church.  The  church  de- 
cided to  meet  quarterly  hereafter,  on 

the  first  Thursday  in  March,  June, 

September  and  December.  Bro.  Chas. 

Hillary,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 

came  here  Jan.  2,  and  remained  until 

Feb.  6,  preaching,  in  all,  eighteen  ser- 

mons, and  conducting  one  Bible  read- 

g  service.  While  there  were  no  ac- 

issions  to  the  church  during  these 

eetings,  we  yet  believe  much  good 
as  done.  The  members  are  much 

encouraged  in  the  good  work.  There 

are  many  good  people  among  us 

whose  hearts  are  in  sympathy  with 

the  church,  but  who,  as  yet,  stand 

aloof  from  her  fellowship.— Frank  Lch- 

;;,-,  ,...,11 

SH1LLINGBURG.-In  the  Alleghany  
con- 

l'a.,  Feb.  2,  1896,  after  a  brief  ■  11- 

  d  John  F.  Shillingburg,  aged  about 

44  years.  He  leaves  a  wife  (a  sister)  wit
h  four 

small  children,  and  many  friends  and  relatives.
 

He  made  no  religious  profession,  though  he 

was  a  friend  to  the  Brethren  church.  Funer- 

al discourse  in  the  Presbyterian  church  by 

Eld.  I.  W.  Abernathy,  from  Amos  4:  12. 

Raphael  Baker. 

WEAVER— In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  9,  1806,  John  Henry 

Weaver,  son  of  Bro.  George  and  sister  Marthi 

Weaver,  aged  22  days.  He  was  the  fourth 
victim  of  diphtheria  since  J 

of  U„. 
•    Fu. 

aged 

I. 

V. 

Tavlor. 

SHOCK.-In 

Anderson, Ind. Dec. 

23,  ,895 

Herman  Shock aged  2  years, 
n onth  and  I 

day. 

SHOCK— Als 
0  at   the 

Pi 

Ian.  1 

1896,  Myrtle  Shock,  aged  2 

year 

>,  I 

nth  and 

8  days.     The  ab 3ve  two  we 
reth 

tw 

in 

:hildren 

of  John  and   K 
atie  Shock Fu al services 

in  the  city  chu ch,  Jan.  9 
1806 nd 

cted  b> 

Eld.  Frederick 
Fesler,  as 

istec 

b> 

B 0.  H.  C 

Longanecker.    Text,  John til  28 
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many  thinking  men  and  women  the  "in- 

ional  church  "  seems  hardly,  as  yet,  an 
established    reality.     Its   purposes,  scope  and 
management    are   not   widely   comprehended; 

id  yet  the  movement  is  one  of  the  most  re- 

arkable  activities  of  the  modern  philanthrop- 
and    religious   world.    A   number  of  great 

stitutional  churches,  with  all  their  eduration- 

al  and  rescue  agencies,  may  be  found  busily 

it  work   in   the   large   cities  of   this    country 

o-day,  and  the  work  of  several   will  be  de- 
scribed in  The  Sunday  School  Times  by  noted 

leaders  in  this  field.     In  the  issue  of  Feb.  22, 

the  Rev.  John  L.  Scudder  writes:  "  The  key- 
of  institutional  work  is  ministering  to  the 

e  man,  and   interesting  yourself  in  every 

department  of  his  being;"  and  he  proceeds  to 
II  how  this  is  done  at  the  Jersey  City  Taber- 

icle,  in  its  five  buildings  teeming  with  busy 
workers,  and  planned  to  suit  the  special  needs 

of   the    community.    John    D.  Wattles  &  Co., 
31  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-MATRIMONIAL-^ 
hLTcfurc  God  hath  joined  together,  h 

WINTER-FLORA.-At  the  residence  of 
Bro.  H.  D.  Finch,  near  Azusa,  Cal„  Feb.  12, 
1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Nelson  B. 
Winter,  of  Monrovia,  Cal„  and  sister  Carrie 
Flora,  ol  Ajusa,  Cal.  c.  Wine. 
MEYERS-MILLER.-At  the  home  of  the 

bride's  parents,  near  Glendale,  Ariz.,  Feb.  6, 1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  William  M. 
Meyers  and  Miss  Jennie  C.  Miller,  both  of 
Glendale.  Peter  Fornev. 

FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 

KOHR.-In  the  Tower  City  church,  Pa., 
Feb.  5,  1896,  sister  Barbara  Kohr,  wife  of 
Michael  Kohr,  aged  54  years,  3  months  and 
24  days.  She  has  been  a  devoted,  faithful  sis- 
ter  for  some  years.  Her  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  at  the  Moonshine  church.  Services  by 
Eld.  David  Etter  and  John  Whitmer. 

D.  P.  Zigler. 

HOLDER— In  the  bounds  of  the  Lowe: 

Fall  Creek  church,  and  just  outside  the  south 
ern  limits  of  the  City  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  Jan 

27,  1896,  little  Bessie  Cleo  Holder,  only  daugh 
ter  of  Wastella  May  and  Frank  Holder,  agec 

1  year,  1  month  and  24  days.  Funeral  service: 
in  the  Lower  Fall  Creek  church,  Jan.  29,  1806 

conducted  by  Eld.  Fred.  Fesler,  assisted  by 

ro.  D.  W.  Gustin.    Text,  Matt.  18:  3. 

HUGHS.— In  the  Coquille  Valley  church, 
Coos  Co.,  Ore.,  Jan.  28,  1896,  sister  Elsie 

Hughs,  aged  15  years,  I  month  and  some  days. 
While  sitting  at  the  fireplace,  Dec.  20,  1895, 

studying  her  lesson,  she  fell  asleep  and  her 
clothes  took  fire,  burning  her  body  so  that 

she  died  Jan.  28.  She  was  anointed  and  ex- 

ercised great  patience  in  her  suffering,  Fu- 

neral improved  by  Thomas  Barklow  and  John 

Bonewitz,  from  the  words,  "  Her  sun  has  gone 
down  while  it  is  yet  day."     Jer.  15:9. 

S.  P.  Van  Dyke 

SIPES— At  Will amsport,  Pa.,  Feb.  ,,  1696, 
after  a  short  illnes ,  Mrs.   H.  W.  Sipes,  be- 
oved  daughter  of ister  Susan    Porter,   aged 

39  years,  3  months 

and  18  days.    She  leaves 
sis    small    children, the   youngest  a  babe    of 
eleven  hours.    Serv ces  by  S.  G.  Reading. 

Mrs.  Annie  Leader. 

ETTER.— At  her  home  in  Litchfield,  111., 

Feb.  9,  1896,  of  consumption,  sister  Christina 

E.  Etter,  aged  50  years,  9  months  and  11  days, 
leaves  a  husband  and  little  daughter. 

She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren 

hurch  for  several  years.  Funeral  by  Eld. 

M.  Flory,  of  Girard,  111.,  from  Rev.  14:13,  as- 
,sted  by  C.  C.  Gibson,  of  Girard,  111. 

I.  R.  Beenblossom. 

BRUMBAUGH.— Near  Hartville,  Ohio,  Feb. 

,  1896,  sister  Susan  (Ulrich),  wife  of  Lewis 

Brumbaugh,  aged  69  years,  n  months  and  8 
days.  On  the  morning  of  her  death,  Aunt 

:,  by  a  misstep,  fell  down  a  cellarway 
sustained  such  injuries  as  caused  her 

death  in  four  hours  after  she  fell.  Funeral 

ervices  by  Bro.  Samuel  Sprankle,  assisted  by 
Sro.  Noah  Longanecker,  from  the  words, 

Therefore  be  ye  also  ready;  for  in  such  an 

our  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  man  cometh." Andrew  Brumbaugh. 

SHIDLER.—In  the  east  arm  of  the  Belle- 

ville church,  Kans.,  July  20,  1895,  sister  Nancy 

Shidler,  aged  about  76  years.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  church  for  fifty  years. 

She  leaves  a  sorrowing  husband  and  five  chil- 

Iren.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  C.  S.  Hol- 
inger,  from  John  14:  2,  3. 

Charles  Ira  McHenry. 

BARLOW.— At  Santa  Fe,  Kans.,  Jan.  23. 

896,  oi  putrid  sore  throat,  sister  Minnie  Ger- 
rude,  daughter  of  A.  A.  and  sister  Francis 

Barlow,  aged  12  years,  1  month  and  19  days. 

Though  quite  young,  sister  Minnie  was  bap- 
ized  April  15,  1894,  and  always  found  much 
Measure  in  serving  her  Master.  Funeral  serv- 

ces  by  the  writer,  from  John  10:  27,  28. 
G.  E.  Studebaker. 

LASLEY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Libertyville 
:hurch,  Van  Buren  Co.,  Iowa,  Feb.  10,  1896, 
iister    Catharine    Lasley,     aged    80    years,    3 
months  and  25  days.     Funeral  by  the  writer. Abraham  Wolf. 

RUNYAN.— In    Longmont,    Colo.,    Fe 

1S96,  Bro.  Isaac  Runyan,  aged  75  y'ears 
came  to  Colorado  in  i860,  heuc 

oldest  settlers  among  the  Breth 

neral  discourse  by  the  writer. 

S.  M.  Goughnour 

BURCH— At  his  home  in  Latty,  pauld 

Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  18,  1895,  Elam  Burch, 

62  years,  6  months  and  17  days.  He 
member  of  the  Christian  church  for  ovei by  W.  Taylor. 

Ida  F.  Miller. 

SHULTZ!— In  Meyersdale  congregation 

Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  6,  1896,  Daniel  Shulh' 
aged  76  years,  9  months  and  3  days.  He  was 
married  to  Catharine  Elizabeth  Crisseiiger 

Dec.  i,  1839.  She  emigrated  from  Germany 
and  came  to  Somerset  County  the  same  year 

In  1840  they  united  with  the  Brethren  church 
There  were  born  unto  them  thirteen  children 

—eight  boys  and  five  girls.  Twelve  of  them' still  survive  him.  Seven  of  them  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Brethren  church.  Funeral  serv- 

ices by  the  writer,  assisted  by  E.  K.  Hostetler 

and  J.  C.  Johnson.  W.  A.  Gaunt. 

STOUFFER.— In  the  West  Branch  church 

Ogle  Co.,  111.,  Feb.  12,  1896,  Benjamin  f] 
Stouffer,  aged  60  years,  8  months  and  19  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa. 

May  23,  1835.  He  then  moved  to  Maryland  in 
1844,  with  his  parents,  and  in  1855  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Koontz.  Four- 

teen children,— four  sons  and  ten  daughters,— 
were  born  to  them.  Three  of  the  daughters 

preceded  him  to  the  future  world.  He  moved 

to  Illinois  in  1876,  where  he  lived  until  his 

death.  He  leaves  a  wife,  seven  daughters  and 

four  sons.  Bro.  Stouffer  served  in  the  minis- 

try a  number  of  years,  and  was  always  faith- 
ful to  the  church  in  every  department  of  his 

work.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the 

Silver  Creek  church,  being  conducted  by 

Joseph  Amick  and  M.  S.  Newcomer.      *  *  * 

LINK.— At  the  home  of  her  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Noah  Argabright,  Harrisburg,  Va., 

Nov.  11,  1895,  Mrs.  Nannie  Link,  aged  60 
years,  4  months  and  28  days.  Mrs.  Link  was 
born  at   Beaver   Creek,   Rockingham  Co..  Va, 

She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren 

church  since  1857,  and  died  in  the  faith  she 
had  lived.  Her  funeral  services  were  con- 

ducted at  the  Mt.  Sinai  church  by  S.  F.  Sen- 
d  W.  O.  Ewing.  The  remains  were  laid 

in  the  burying-grounds  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  sleeps  her  only  son. 

j.  L.  Argabright. 

NISWANDER.- wa,  Feb.  13,  1896 

aged    80  years,  10 
lived   a  consistent 

church     frt 

■In  the  Brooklyn  < 

sister  Barbara  Nisv 
months  and  14  day: 

member   in    the    Brethi 

She rly  youth.  She  had  been feeble  for  some  time.  Funeral  services  by  the 

riter,  assisted  by  the  Brethren,  from  Philpp, 

21.  Her  husband  preceded  her  about  four 

:ars.  She  leaves  three  daughters  and  three 
ns.  G.  W.  Hopwood. 

GINDER'.— At  Tunker,  Ind.,  Jan.  23,  1896, 

of  lung  fever,  Cora  Ann,  daughter  of  brother 

r  Ginder,  aged  16  years,  9 

days,  Two  brothers  preceded 

t  world.  One  brother  and  sis- 
1.  Services  in  the  Brethren 

church  by  Mr.  Keesey,  of  the  U.  B.  church,  as- 
sted  by  Eld.  Krider,  from  I  Tbess.  6:7- 

Cora  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  P.  G.  YODER. 

BLUE.— In  the  Golden  Spring  church, 

Nebr.,  Feb.  11,  1896,  Mary  J.  G.  Blue,  wife  of, 
3ro.  George  Blue,  aged  59  years,  I  month  and 

ig  days.  She  died  from  injuries  received  in 
falling  from  a  wagon,  which  afterwards  passed 

ver  her  body.  After  suffering  for  about  three 

eeks,  she  passed  away,  leaving  a  husband 
nd  three  children.  Funeral  services  by  G. 

W.  Stambaugh,  from  John  5: 25,  26,  to  a  large 

idience. 

HILEMAN.— In  the  Golden  Spring  church, 

Nebr.,  Feb.  13,  1896,  of  old  age,  Bro.  James 

ileman,  aged  80  years,  4  months  and  4  days. 

e  leaves  a  wife  and  four  children.  Funeral 

:rvices  by  G.  W.  Stambaugh,  from  2  Tim. 
6-8,  to  a  crowded  house. 

Jesse  E.  Himleb.
 

DOBBINS.— In  the  Mound  Valley  church, 

Okla.,  Oct.  18,  1895,  Myrtle  A.,  youngest  daugh- 
-  of  Bro.  Abram  and  sister  Jane  Dobbins, 

aged  13  years,  10  months  and  25  days.  Funer- al by  Eld.  M.  M.  Ennis.    Anna  L.  Herken. 
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Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

Eplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
:  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

145  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Grbgsten,  Prop, 

OHIOAGO.    ILL. 
TI1I1 

uL.illv 

ocnted,  and  the  moat  rospect- 11  the  City.    The  charges  ate 

Restaurant  undorneath.    First- 

ly ,.,„',ieiit.     In  fact,  all  who  i 

hisU'ry 

-elfare  of  the  church,  that 
is    should  have  access  to  a. 

ti'on    such   as  is   found  in  the  "  Classified 
Kites  of  Annual   Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
'  containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 

date     We  sell  this  work  at  only  &1.50  for  cloth 

binding.     Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy   while  the 

supply  is  still   on  hand.     Those  who  have  the 

0ll 'edition   of  the  "Classified   Mi 
'  -  "Appendix" 

The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,   $[.50    per 

SEED  POTATOES 

Farm  for  Sale. 

1  mi 

■-hull   (-"     I 
ds  n  good 

(.■Vui-'i-tr    luni  '.st- boo  I      |>i-i<  il-ije: 
,ce,  and  In  ow  of  the  I'""'  *   ■Imnilrt  in   !])«■  St  til.-'  of  Irnliii 

/  distance,  11  ml 

i:ii.   |iruprii't.">r.  timi  In  r>nli-r  u 

l"l'   IlTlllS   lll>])lY      t()      WilUiLlll 
Id--  Co.,  Ind.,or. 

MAGEE  &  FUNK, 

W'fiH  uti. 

...HOLM  AIM'S... 

S£LF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 
FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5%x?  inches, 

]    /":■■:■■    ■  ■■'  ,;■;■  t-i  (".'..      '  '    ■■■■     .'.'"■  ['       ■■  '  '  ■'■ 
u.i«u  ;  .TvhriX^' 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 

Je'sus  Christ,  6the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
M'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -fJa'cob 
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The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
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BretKren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
inced   classes.     It   contains  the  lesson    text 

id   a  complete     explanation    of   the    lessor 
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Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  te  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 

texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 

speculative  theories. 
6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
Juvenlle    Quarterly.— Prepared    especially  |  ed  to  the  common  reader. 

for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  Is  one  of  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illuslrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  vear   10  cents 
6  copies,  per  quarter   IS  cents 
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Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdozen.  .  .1    « 

Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 

page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 
)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 

the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 

with  it;  (*)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

ject or  in  comparison  with  it 
10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 

children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 

compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 

from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 

his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 

the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 
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On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
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Manchester  College.... 

  The  Bible  School. 

[^"Thorough  work  in  a  new,  wel!-organ:zed, 
growing  institution!     Two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  students   enrolled    during   the   first    six 
months!     Spring  Term  opens  March  t8. 

Departments  of  Instruction: 

Collegiate,  Preparatory,  Normal,  Bible,  Com- 
mercial,  Shorthand   and  Typewriting,   Elocu- 
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Colds  in  the  Head.     It  gives  instant  relief. 
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haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 

many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  hut  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
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DR.  EJ.  J.  WORST, 
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"^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY  as- 

says the  Independent,  "We  hear  that  a  num- 
ber of  influential  members  of  the  Russian  aris- 

tocracy, resident  in  Petersburg,  intend  presenting  a 

petition  to  the  Czar  on  the  occasion  of  his  corona- 
tion in  May  next,  on  behalf  of  the  Stundists  and 

Baptists  now  in  prison  and  in  exile,  and  praying 
for  a  remission  of  their  sentences  and  for  some  ex- 

tension of  freedom  of  religion  which  will  enable 

those  Russians,  at  present  recognized  as  sundered 
from  the  Orthodox  Greek  Church,  to  worship  in 

public  and  without  fear  of  police  molestation.  A 

somewhat  similar  petition  was  prepared  on  the  oc- 

casion of  the  Czar's  marriage,  but,  owing  to  some 
want  of  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  it 

was  never  presented."  It  seems  that  such  petitions 
are  not  likely  to  be  honored  only  at  the  time  the 

Czar  is  in  the  very  best  of  humor.  Religious  toler- 
ation in  Russia  would  open  up  a  wonderful  field  for 

a  higher  plane  of  Christianity  than  what  is  known 
to  that  country  at  this  time. 

Janet  Jennings,  in  the  Independent,  states  some 
things,  respecting  the  habits  of  the  men  we  send  to 

Washington  City  to  make  laws,  that  are  not  gener- 
ally known.  Commenting  on  the  committee  rooms, 

used  in  the  Capitol  by  the  members  of  Congress 

and  the  Senate,  she  says, — and,  by  the  way,  the 

lady  knows  just  what  she  is  writing  about: — "The 
most  striking  feature,  to  plain  people  who  look  up- 

on national  lawmakers  with  respectful  awe,  is  the 
committee  room  sideboard.  It  is  to  the  sideboard, 

or  on  occasion,  buffet,  that  I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention. Though  all  committee  rooms  are  not  thus 

adorned,  few  committee  rooms  are  complete  with- 
out the  sideboard.  It  is  not  simply  an  ornamental 

piece  of  furniture,  but  a  sideboard  well  supplied 

with  the  choicest  wines  and  liquors,  at  Government 
expense.  There  are  no  party  lines  drawn  at  the 
committee  room  sideboard,  nothing  partisan  about 

it.  Prohibition  does  not  prohibit  any  statesman 

from  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  sideboard.  It 
is  quite  true,  that  there  are  total  abstinence 

men  in  Congress  and  men  less  radical,  though  strict- 

ly temperate;  but  they  are  no  drawback  to  the 
free  use  of  wines  in  committee  rooms,  paid  for  by 

the  Government — and  more  is  the  pity.  I  do  not 

speak  from  idle  rumor."  What  can  we  expect  of  a 
nation  of  people  when  the  law-makers  themselves 
thus  indulge  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 

wholly  at  the  Government's  expense?  How  can  we 
ever  expect  prohibition  or  even  moderation  in  the 

drinking  habits  in  a  land  where  the  law-makers,  at 
the  expense  of  the  people,  have  fitted  up  for  their 
use  fine  sideboards,  containing  the  most  costly  wines 
and  liquors  to  be  had!  There  is  sin  in  high  places, 
and  we  would  that  it  were  not  so,  for  we  ought  to 

be  able  to  speak  only  in  the  highest  terms  of  those 
who  make  our  laws. 

T, The  probationary  system  of  the  M.  E.  church, 

which  places  all  new  converts  on  six  months'  trial 
before  being  received  into  full  fellowship,  has  proved 
to  be  a  failure.  Everybody,  of  course,  knows  that  it 
is  not  Gospel.  According  to  the  Central  Christian 

Advocate,  in  seven  years  a  total  of  1,755,012  proba- 
tioners were  reported.  During  that  period  the  ag- 

gregate of  church  members  was  increased  by  only 

507,696.  The  remaining  1,274,316  are  set  down  as 

"  leakage."  True,  some  of  this  loss  must  be  ac- 
counted for  by  death  and  in  other  ways,  but  after 

all  there  is  a  loss  of  nearly  if  not  quite  one  million 

so-called  converts.  We  suggest  that  the  better  way 
is  to  convert  the  people  soundly  before  they 
are  received,  anu  then  Let  Liittn  be  i^uugul^ 

f"ll  fellowship  from  the  beginning.  And  even 

among  our  own  people  additional  care  along  this 
line  will  be  found  advisable.  The  church  is  in- 

tended for  truly  converted  people. 

/  It  is  well  known  that  the  Catholics  would 

like  to  destroy  our  public  school  system  and 

introduce  instead  their  parochial  schools,  pre- 
sided over,  as  much  as  possible,  by  Catholic  priests, 

teachers,  and  especially  the  nuns.  They  claim 
much  for  these  schools,  but,  after  all,  about 

the  only  merit  in  them,  if  merit  it  can  be  called,  is 
that  they  make  Catholics  of  every  one  that  enters 

them  to  remain  any  length  of  time.  Late  in- 
vestigations show  these  schools  to  be  of  little  value 

compared  to  our  public  school  system.  In  New 
York  an  investigation  was  recently  made,  in 

which  .0,000  persons,  who  had  attended  the  Rom- 
ish church  schools,  were  compared  with  the 

same  number  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 

it  was  found  that  of  the  10,000  from  the  pa- 
rochial schools,  1,400  were  illiterate,  410  were 

paupers,  and  160  criminals.  Of  those  who  received 
their  training  in  the  public  schools,  out  of  10,000, 

71  were  illiterate,  49  paupers,  and  but  eleven 
criminals.  It  may  be  hard  to  believe  these  figures. 

They  most  assuredly  show  that  the  Catholic 
system  of  education  is  decidedly  pernicious. 

This  being  the  case,  there  are  the  very  best  of  rea- 
sons for  keeping  the  Catholics  from  getting  a 

controlling  influence  in  any  of  our  public  schools, 

So  far  as  the  movements  of  this  globe  is  concern- 
ed we  ought,  while  living  on  any  part  of  it,  to  feel 

reasonably  secure,  and  yet  there  was  an  occurrence 
a  few  weeks  ago  which  causes  one  to  think  that 

something  may  one  of  these  days  happen  that 
will  seriously  affect  our  planet.  In  broad  daylight 

a  huge  aerolite, — a  flying  stone, — passed  over 
Spain,  and  partly  exploded  about  twenty  miles 
above  the  City  of  Madrid,  greatly  frightening  the 

people  and  doing  considerable  damage  to  many  of 
the  buildings.  It  is  presumed  to  have  been 

traveling  at  the  rate  of  1,200  miles  a  minute,  and 
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was  probably  not  less  than  one  mile 
ter.  It  was  the  largest  meteoric  stone  < 

to  come  so  near  earth.  So  ter  as  known,  none  of 

the  .fragments,  resulting  from  the  explosion,  reached 
the  earth,  but  the  whole  mass  passed  beyond  the 

earth's  sphere,  and  ere  this  is  millions  of  miles 
away.  The  great  stone  is  presumed  by  some  to 
have  been  the  head  of  some  comet,  Had  it  va- 

ried just  slightly  from  its  course,  so  as  to  have 
struck  some  part  of  the  earth,  the  result  might  have 
been  very  serious.  It  was  large  enough,  had  it  struck 
it  fairly,  to  have  ruined  any  city  on  the  globe.  The 
largest  meteorite,  thus  far  known,  only  weighs  a 

few  tons,  a  mere  nothing  compared  with  the  one 

that  passed  over  Spain.  There  are  probably  mil- 
lions of  small  atones  flying  through  the  space  in 

globe  revolves,  and  not  a  few  of  them 
earth.  Though  constantly  exposed  to 
n  these  and  other  causes,  yet  God 

of  his  people,  and  will  ultimately  con- 
to    their  final  abode  beyond    the  reach 

ANOTHER  "  Hook  of  Martyrs  "  might  be  written, 
this  time  narrating  the  sufferings  of  the  Ar- 

menians. Some  of  the  horrors  seem  almost  too  re- 

volting to  publish.  One  missionary  tells  how  400 
Kurds,  after  receiving  tribute  from  the  city  in 

which  he  lived,  proceeded  to  plunder  the  houses 

and  then  burned  them.     He  then  adds;  "  A 
fall  of  the  eifhth  dav  they    

gathered   on  the  bank  of  thi     ;ti 
terns,  picked  out  forty-five  \   ig       
government  wanted  them.  Knowing  what  would 

befall  them,  the  young  men  asked  for  an  hour's 
grace,  and  prayed  and  sang  and  bade  their  friends 
farewell.  They  were  taken  to  a  desolate  place 

half  an  hour  distant  and  ordered  to  change  their  re- 

ligion. One  and  all  refused.  The  Kurds  and 

Turks  then  massacred  forty  of  them.  l7ive  made 
their  escape  in  the  darkness,  and  hid  in  a  cave 

for  twelve  days.  My  son  Samm-I  was  one  of  the 
five,  but  my  youngest  son,  22  years  old,  was 
killed.  We  have  no  food,  no  houses,  no  bedcloth- 

ing."  Another  says:  "  In  the  city  of  l'aloo,  Turks 
carry  off  girls,  keep  them  for  a  few  days,  and  return 
them  dishonored.  The  same  is  done  in  many  other 

places.  In  one  of  the  Arabkir  villages  eight  girls 
of  the  place  are  imprisoned  in  Turkish  harems. 
Their  friends  hear  their  cries,  but  can  do  nothing  to 

help  them."  A  still  later  dispatch  from  Constanti- 
nople states  that  Feb.  14,  the  first  day  of  the  Rama- 

dan festival,  the  Turks  surrounded  the  Armenian 

quarter  in  Marsovan  and  ordered  the  Armenians  to 
accept  Islam.  Five  hundred  of  them  agreed  to  do 

so,  but  150  recalcitrants  were  killed.  Miss  Clara 
Barton  and  her  helpers  reached  Constantinople, 

and  have  been  permitted  to  enter  upon  their 

contemplated  work  of  relieving  the  hungry,  suffer- 
ing and  dying,  but  to   what  extent  does  not  seem 

clear.    

BRUMBAUCJH'S  OLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 

No.  34.— Trip  to  the  Dead  Sea  and  the  Jordan. 

In  contemplating  our  Palestine  tour,  there  were 

a  number  of  places  about  which  we  were  especially 

interested,  and  which  we  had  placed  on  our  pro- 

gram. Among  the  more  important  of  them  was 

Jericho,  the  Jordan  and  the  Dead  Sea,  From  our 

boyhood  up,  we  were  impressed  with  the  story  of 

the  "certain  man"  that  went  from  Jerusalem  to 

Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves,— stripped,  wound- 
ed and  left  half  dead,  rejected  by  the  proud  priest 

and  Levite,  and  befriended  by  the  good  Samaritan, 
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er,  were  a  number  of  illustrations,  and  nmong  them 

one  illustrating  this  scene,  and  though  we  have  not 

seen  it  for  years,  we  have  now,  very  vividly,  the 

picture  before  us.  On  either  side,  were  walking, 
with  faces  turned  wayward,  the  haughty  priest 
and  Levite.  In  the  middle  of  the  way  was  lying 

the  luckless  traveler,  while  by  his  side  stood  the 

donkey,  the  patient  friend  of  the  weary,  with  his 

head  downward  and  his  loppy  ears  outward,— one 
down,  one  upward.  The  good  Samaritan,  with 

jug  in  hand,  was  pouring  oil  into  the  wounds  of 
the  one  who  had  been  robbed  and  nearly  killed, 

years,  when  this  book  fell  into  mother's 
and  we  children  stood  around  her  knees 

and  had  her  explain  what  these  things  meant,  lit- 
tle did  we  dream  that  our  feet  should  ever  tread 

along  this  same  road  and  be  subject  to  like  dan- 
gers and  treatment.  Yet  this  was  the  thing  that 

came  to  pass.  ■  We  did  not  fall  into  the  hands  of 
thieves,  but  we  were  subject  to  the  dangers  of  it, 

as  the  way  is  still  beset  with  this  kind  of  men, 

About  the  Jordan  we  had  heard  scores  of  differ- 
ent stories,  especially  as  to  the  unfitness  of  the 

stream,  to  baptize  in  it  by  immersion.  It  has 

been  claimed  that  it  is  only  a  small  stream,  and 

dry  a  greater  part  of  the  year,— that  its  current  is 
so  rapid  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  into  it 
to  immerse,  and  again,  that  the  banks  of  the  river 

are  so  steep  and  precipitous,  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  go  down  into  the  stream,  etc. 

Then  the  Dead  Sea,— the  very  name  shocked 
the  youthful  mind  with  fear.  The  fact  of  fire  and 

brimstone  raining  down  and  destroying  the  adja- 

cent cities,  left  with  it  still,  in  youthful  impres- 
sion, the  smoke  and  the  clouds.  We  were  further 

told  that,  in  all  the  surroundings,  ther  •  could  exist 
no  living  thing,  and  if  a  bitd  should  atteirij  t  to  fly 

across  its  deceptive  bosom,  it  wou'd  soon  be- 
come exhausted,  U\\  down  and  be  buried  beneath 

its  waves.  Here,  too,  grew  the  templing,  but  death- 

dealing  "  Sodom  Apple,"  which  to  see  was  to  cov- 
et, but  to  grasp,  blindness  and  death.  Of  course, 

our  later  readings  dissolved  these  delusions,  but 

did  not  abate  our  curiosity  to  see  and  behold  the 

wonderful  places.  Therefore,  to  go  was  the  thing 
to  do,  and  we  did  it 

So,  on  the  morning  of  the  middle  of  the  week, 

by  six  o'clock,  all  arrangements,  including  drago- 
man and  sheik,  were  duly  made,  and  our  party, — 

brethren  Myers,  Bingaman,  Mr.  Grismen  (a  Meth- 

odist minister)  and  Mr.  Long  (a  Presbyterian  min- 

ister), with  the  family  of  Rev.  A.  Ben-Oliel,— fa- 
ther, mother,  two  daughters,  lady  helper  and  a 

young  Greek,  started  on  the,  to  us,  very  interest- 

ing trip.  We  went  in  carriages,  taking  the  newly- 
made  road,  which,  a  few  years  ago,  was  constructed 

to  give  better  facilities  for  making  this  otherwise 

very  difficult  trip.  Good  roads  in  this  country  are 

rare  things,  and  though  this  one  is  comparatively 

new,  the  grading  was  so  bad  and  the  bed,  in  plac- 
es, so  rough  and  rocky,  that  we  were  made  to 

feel  that  our  life  was  in  constant  jeopardy,  not  so 
much  from  the  wayside  robber,  as  of  being  tumbled 

headlong  down  over  the  rocks  into  the  road,  or  in- 

to the  deep  chasms  by  its  side.  The  first  part  of 

our  trip  was  south  and  east,  by  Gethsemane,  past 

the  place  where  Judas  hanged  himself,— the  Mount 
of  Offense.  Then  the  road  skirts  around  the 

Mount  of  Olives,  beyond  which  is  Sharon,  the 

place  where  the  fig  tree  stood  which  Christ  cursed 

on  his  way  to  Bethany.  Passing  that  place  we  are 

shown  the  Stone  of  Rest,  marking  the  place  where 

Martha  met  Jesus  as  he  came  to  the  supposed 
funeral  of  Lazarus,  her  brother.  This,  like  all 

other  so-called  relics  in  this  country,  is  idolized  and 

kissed  by  passing  pilgrims.  Though  this  stone  is 

held  as  being  sacred  by  these  people,  the  "origi- 

nal" one  is  shown  further  on  in  a  Greek  chapel, 
built  especially  for  the  preservation  of  this  stone, 

and  to  gull  the  unsuspecting  tourist  into  paying 

a  tribute, — always  expected. 

Next  we  come  to  the  "Apostles'  Spring,"  so 
called,  because  it  is  supposed  that  they  must  have 

drank  from  it,  when  passing  by  that  way,  as  it  is 

the  only  spring  on  the  route  between  this  and  the 

valley  of  the  Jordan. 

About  midway  between  the  cities  of  Jerusalem 

and  Jericho  we  come  to  the  place  where  is  located 

the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  and  we  see  no 

reason  why  it  should  not  be  the  place,  as  wilder- 
ness, rocks  and  roughness  is  spread  all  around,  and 

a  better  place  for  robbers  to  conceal  themselves 
could  not  be  desired. 

As  we  continue  our  journey  forward,  we  come 

alongside  of  a  deep  ravine,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
flows  the  brook  Cherith.  Here  it  was  that  Elijah 

was  fed  by  the  ravens,  and  it  seems  to  us  to  be  a 

likely  story,  if  he  ever  hid  himself  in  this  moun- 

tain fastness,  as  we  don't  see  how  he  could  other- 
wise have  gotten  food.  A  Greek  monastery  has 

been  built  on  the  supposed  spot,  and  some  twelve 

monks  are  now  living  here.  It  is  said  that  they 
have  lived  there  twelve  years,  on  three  raisins  each 

day.  How  true  this  is  we  don't  know.  But  that  it 
is  an  out-of-the  way  place  we  do  know  from  per- 

sonal observation.  In  our  own  country,  and  dur- 

ing our  travels  we  have  seen  deep  and  wild-look- 
ing gulches  and  ravines,  but  none  more  so  than 

this. 

Away  down,  hundreds  of  feet  below  the  road- 

bed, the  building  is  located,  with  only  enough  lev- 
el ground  for  a  small  garden  and  grapeyard,  and 

there  is  no  way  of  getting  there  but  by  a  narrow, 

dangerous-looking  path  on  the  far  side,  that  can 
be  traveled  with  safety  only  by  foot,  or  on  the 

sure-footed  donkey.  Surely  this  is  a  suitable 
place  for  monks  and  hermits,  as  here  they  can 

■work  out  their  own  salvation  unhindered  and  un- 
molested. 

Continuing  our  way  still  downward  we  come  in 

sight  of  the  plains,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  we 

enter  the  Jordan  Valley  and  have  pointed  out  to 

us  the  "  Pool  of  Moses."  Just  why  this  place 
is  so  called  we  did  not  learn,  neither  can  we  guess. 

One  thing  seems  very  certain  to  us,  and  that  is, 

Moses  never  honored  the  place  by  a  personal  visit. 

Now  we  pull  up  to  the  once  great  City  of  Jeri- 
cho, but  as  we  do  so  only  to  get  a  drink  and  have 

the  horses  watered,  we  shall  say  nothing  of  the 

place  until  our  return.  We  are  now  on  the  third 

level  of  the  Jordan  Valley  and  have  set  our  faces 

towards  the  Dead  Sea.  The  valley  is  from  ten  to 

fifteen  miles  wide  as  you  get  down  towards  the 

sea,  and  would  be  wonderfully  productive  under 

proper  cultivation.  As  we  rode  along  over  these 

plains  we  took  in  the  almost  unlimited  possibili- 
ties that  are  here  for  restoring  this  Valley  to  its 

primitive  productiveness,  as  it  was  once  undoubt- 
edly the  richest  valley  of  Palestine,  and  was,  com- 

pared with  the  land  of  Egypt,  the  garden  spot  of 
the  world.  It  has  been  estimated  that  six  millions 

of  tons  of  water  flow  into  the  Dead  Sea  daily 
from  the  Jordan.  All  this  could  be  utilized  in  irri- 

gating the  great  plains  of  the  Jordan,  which  would 
insure  almost  inestimable  productiveness,  thus 

giving  to  the  valley  unlimited  possibilities  for  pro- 
ducing all  that  could  be  desired  for  the  good  of 

the  people  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  drive  over  the  plains,  through  perpetual 

green  and  growth,  was  one  of  unusual  interest. 

Though  tropically  hot,  the  scenes  were  so  new 

and  different  to  us  that  the  distance  seemed  very 

short  until  it  was  said,  "See  there  is  the  Dead 

Sea!"  And,  sure  enough,  there  it  was, — the  real 
Dead  Sea,  with  its  deep  blue,  surging  waves  dash- 

ing out  their  briny  saltiness  on  the  beautifully 

pebbled  shore!  How  very  differently  the  whole 

surroundings  appeared  to  us  from  the  pictures  we 

had  read  and*  seen  about  it!    Instead  of  deadness 

of  the  deceptive  mystic  water,  we  saw  beauty  and 

grandeur.  We  were  tempted  to  enjoy  a  plunge 

into  its  bosom,  but  the  time  and  circumstances 

not  being  favorable,  we  devoted  our  stay  along 

the  shore  in  gathering  some  ot  the  many-colored 
pebbles,  and  dabbling  our  hands  into  the  surfy 

waves,  as  they  dashed  out  beneath  our  feet.  While 
it  is  true  that  there  is  a  lack  of  vegetable  life  in 

the  surroundings,  yet,  to  those  who  love  nature 

unadorned,  there  was  much  to  interest, — and,  in- 
deed, to  us,  there  were  unusual  attractions  there, 

and  we  felt  loath  to  leave  the  place,  as  there 

seemed  to  be  a  quiet  grandeur  in  the  gentle  heav- 

ings  and  softly-rolling  waves,  that  we  noticed  in 
no  other  body  of  water.  The  water  has  a  density 

that  is  wonderful, — so  much  so  that  the  human 

body  floats  on  its  surface  as  lightly  as  a  cork  on 

ordinary  water,  and  drowning  in  it  would  be  al- 

most an  impossibility.  Because  of  its  extreme 
saltiness,  no  fish  can  remain  alive  in  it,  so  that 

those  that  float  or  swim  down  into  it  from  the  Jor- 
dan, at  once  die  and  float  to  the  shore.  There  are 

many  other  things  that,  to  us,  were  very  interest- 
ing, but  we  have  not  the  space  to  describe  them. 

H.  B,  B. 

•ESSAYS,- 

THE  MORNING  PRAYER. 

In  the  gray 

Of  the  dawn O'er  the  lawn 
And  away 

To  the  woodland  on  hillside  and  pla 

May  be  heard The  sweet  cheer. 
Loud  and  clear. 

Of  the  bird 
As  it  sings  in  a  merry,  wild  strain. 

And  the  notes 

Which  it  trills 
Till  it  thrills With  delight, 

The  glad  souls  who  are  passing  it  b) 
Are  the  praises 
That  float 
From  its  throat 

■ky. 

As  it  gas 

Where  red  glows  the 
And  can  man 
Strong  and  proud. 

And  endowed 
With  a  mind 

That  both  knowledge  and  reason  betrays,, 
Be  content 

To  enjoy 

And  employ 

These  good  gifts 
Yet  utter  no  whisper  of  praise? 

Let  the  rush Of  hot  blood, 
Like  a  flood, 

Bring  a  blush 
Of  deep  shame  that  shall  mantle  his  cheek Who  doth  dare E'en  to  drink 

And  not  think On  his  fare, 

Or  his  Maker  and  Helper  to  seek. 

'THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  33:  6. 

BV  S.  N.  M  CANN. 

for 

Number  Ten. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  1 
that  we  might  be  made  the  ri 
Cor.  5:  21. 

PURITY  OF  HEART  NECESSARY    IN   ORDER  TO    BECOME 

RIGHTEOUS  EITHER  RELATIVELY  OR 
ABSOLUTELY. 

Christ  says,  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for 

they  shall  see  God."  Matt.  5:8.  It  is  very  com- 
mon to  hear  people  say,  "  Get  the  heart  right  and 

all  will  be  right."    This  is  surely  a  very  true  saying 
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for  "  as  he  (a  man)  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he." 
Prov.  23:  7.  "For  out  of  the  heart  proccedeth 
evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications, 

thefts,  false  witness,  blasphemies,"  and  every 
wicked  thing."  Matt.  15:19.  "Just  get  the  heart 

right,  and  all  is  right,"  is  objected  to  by  some,  but 
nevertheless  it  stands  a  truth,  and  will  continue  to 

stand  one,  as  long  as  time  shall  last. 

Persons  sometimes  seek  to  justify  an  inconsist- 
ent life  by  appealing  to  the  heart,  saying  this  or 

that  don't  matter,  "just  so  the  heart  is  right." 
Approach  people  in  reference  to  their  costly  ap- 

parel, their  jewelry,  and  the  fashionable  way  of 
dressing  their  children,  and  they  will  at  once  say, 
"There  is  no  religion  in  dress;  just  get  the  heart 

right  and  all  will- be  right."  While  it  is  true  that 
all  is  right  when  the  heart  is  right,  no  one  can  be 

right  at  heart  and  seek  to  justify  an  inconsistent 
life  or  a  life  of  open  disobedience.  Whenever  a 
man  seeks  to  justify  wrong  he  gives  a  bona  fide 

evidence  of  a  bad  heart.  It  is  true  "There  is  no 

religion  in  dress,"  for  religion  is  in  the  heart.  It 
is,  however,  manifest  in  dress,  in  conversation,  in 

deportment.  If  a  man  has  religion  in  the  heart  it 
will  manifest  itself  in  his  life,  but  if  there  is  none 

in  the  heart  the  dress  will  never  put  it  there.  Pur- 

ify the  heart  and  there  will  be  no  trouble  with  fash- 
ionable apparel,  or  any  other  plain  Gospel  doc- 

trine. "  Every  way  of  a  man  is  right  in  his  own 

eyes:  but  the  Lord  pondereth  the  hearts."  Prov. 
21:2.  Christ  and  an  impure  heart  cannot  stay  in 

the  same  person.  The  Holy  Ghost  and  an  im- 
pure heart  cannot  dwell  in  the  same  man.  Christ 

promises  that  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God.  I 

am  glad  that  he  does  not  say  the  pure  in  conver- 
sation, the  pure  in  life  shall  see  God;  for  then 

there  would  be  no  promise  to  us  in  our  imperfect 

state.  Every  man  who  is  pure  in  heart  is  strug- 
gling to  develop  purity  in  thought,  in  word,  in 

deed,  but  the  harder  the  struggle  the  more  mani- 
fest the  weakness.  The  man  who  is  pure  in  heart 

,  never  seeks  to  justify  his  failures,  but  he  loathes 
them,  and  longs  to  overcome  them.  The  person 
whose  heart  is  not  pure  will  seek  to  justify  his 
failures  by  the  failures  of  others;  his  religion  is 
but  a  mere  matter  of  surrounding  influences.  The 

heart  that  finds  an  excuse  for  doing  wrong  be- 
cause some  one  else  does  wrong,  is  impure,  and 

will  never  see  God.  The  heart  that  seeks  to  justify 

a  wrong  by  some  one  else's  wrong,  is  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  devil,  is  on  the  open  road  to  hell, 

and  unless  a  heart  change  is  wrought,  will  find  a 
home  in  torment.  If  pure  in  heart  our  imperfect 

lives  constrain  us  to  cry,  "  Lord,  not  my  will  but 

thine,"  and  then  Christ  becomes  our  righteousness, 
and  we  stand  absolutely  holy  before  God. 

The  promise  that  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God 
is  being  fulfilled  in  the  every  day  experience  of 

every  one  whose  heart  is  pure.  "They  shall  see 
God  "  now  in  this  life,  is  the  promise,  and  not  in 
judgment. 

If  we  never  see  God  until  the  day  of  judgment, 

the  sight  will  be  a  sad  one.  It  matters  not  how 
wicked  or  how  impure  the  heart  is,  all  will  see  God 

in  judgment,  for  "  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds; 
and  every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  they  also  which 
pierced  him:  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall 

wail  because  of  him."  Rev.  1:  7.  "And  I  saw  the 

dead,  small  and  great,  stand  before  God."  Rev. 
20:  12.  "And  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great 
men,  and  the  rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and 

the  mighty  men,  and  every  bond  man,  and  every 
free  man,  hid  themselves  in  the  dens  and  in  the 
rocks  of  the  mountains;  and  said  to  the  mountains 
and  rocks,  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of 
him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath 

of  the  Lamb."     Rev.  6:  15,  16. 
All  will  see  God  in  judgment,  but  those  who 

have  not  seen  him  before  that  day  will  be  misera- 
ble, and  the  sight  will  fill  them  with  terror.  Purity 

of  heart  is  the  only  condition  upon  which  God  will 
reveal  himself  this  side  of  judgment.  The  reason 
so  many  fail  to  catch  even  a  glimpse  of  God,  is 
their  fondness  for  the  world,  and  for  sin.  Our 
eyes  are  blinded  and  our  ears  are  closed  by  sin. 
We  cannot  see  God  and  love  sin,  we  cannot  see 

God  and  love  the  world,  we  cannot  see  God  and 

love  self.  God  does  reveal  himself  to  the  pure  in 
heart  and  they  love  his  ways,  they  love  his  word, 

they  love  his  comforting  presence.  "  He  that 
hath  my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it 
is  that  loveth  me:  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall  be 

loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  will 
manifest  myself  to  him.  Judas  saith  unto  him, 
not  Iscariot,  Lord,  how  is  it  that  thou  wilt  manifest 

thyself  unto  us,  and  not  unto  the  world?  Jesus 
answered  and  said  unto  him,  Ii  a  man  love  me,  he 

will  keep  my  words:  and  my  Father  will  love  him, 
and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode 

with  him."     John  14:  21-23. 
Jesus  here  already  shows  that  he  does  reveal 

himself  to  his  children  in  this  life.  He  does 

make  himself  known  to  them.  They  do  see  him 
and  love  him,  and  obey  him. 

"  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time;  the  only 
begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father, 

he  hath  declared  him."  John  1:  18.  Jesus  is 
ready  and  waiting  to  show  us  the  Father  if  we  will 

only  allow  him  to  do  so.  The  study  of  God's 
Word  is  dull  and  lifeless  work  until  we  approach 

it  with  a  pure  heart.  An  individual  may  commit 
to  memory  the  New  Testament  and  get  no  more 

out  of  it,  than  from  committing  any  other'book,  if 
his  heart  is  impure. 

The  study  of  God's  Word  will  abound  in  un- 
solved mysteries  to  every  one  who  approaches  it 

with  an  impure  heart.  To  cling  to  one  sin  will 
veil  our  eyes,  and  close  our  ears  to  the  voice  and 
presence  of  God.  None  but  the  pure  in  heart  can 
see  God,  all  others  walk  in  darkness,  because  sin 
has  blinded  their  eyes,  that  they  cannot  see. 

There  is  no  process  by  which  a  sinner  can  be 

brought  to  God  without  purity  of  heart.  The  sin- 

ner may  be  made  to  see  feet-washing,  Lord's  Sup- 

per, non-conformity,  and  every  ordinance  of  God's 
house,  and  even  become  willing  to  be  baptized, 

all  to  no  purpose  without  purity  of  heart.  A  man 
can  see  all  these  and  yet  not  see  God.  So  soon  as 

a  man  is  willing  to  forsake  all  for  Christ, — let  go 

of  everything,  even  his  own  good  works, — he  be- 
gins to  see  God,  and  to  see  him  is  to  love  him, 

and  to  love  him  is  to  obey  him. 

The  pure  in  heart  walk  with  the  light  of  life  in 
them.  They  go  from  strength  to  strength,  from 
conquering  to  conquest,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  Baptism  without  purity  of 

heart  is  baptism  of  water  without  the  spirit.  It  is 
but  the  form,  but  the  husk,  but  the  mere  shadow 
of  what  it  should  be.  No  man  can  have  purity  of 
heart  and  hold  to  one  sin;  if  there  be  one  sin  that 

the  sinner  is  not  willing,  not  ready,  not  even  anx- 
ious to  forsake,  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  baptism. 

The  ordinance  will  blind  him,  will  hide  God  from 

him,  instead  of  helping,  to  manifest  his  divine 
presence  as  it  will  and  does  to  those  who  are  pure 
in  heart. 

So  soon  as  we  are  willing  to  forsake  all  of  self, 
and  of  sin,  we  look  into  the  face  of  God  reconciled 

by  the  blood  of  his  Son,  we  at  once  acknowledge 
him,  and  openly  confess  him  in  baptism,  and  we 
are  reconciled  by  the  sure  promise  of  his  Word. 

The  blood  of  Christ  satisfies  God;  his  Word  satis- 

fies us,  and  we,  though  perfect,  press  on  to  per- 
fection. 

Every  man  stands  absolutely  perfect,  absolutely 
holy  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  so  long  as  he,  by 
faith,  will  keep  his  heart  purified.  Though  the 
child  of  God  is  holy,  righteous,  perfect  as  God 
himself,  he  must  go  on  unto  perfection.  We  stand 

perfect  only  because  we  hold  Christ  as  our  substi- 
tute. We  have  a  constant  battle  with  ourselves 

that  we  may  grow  into  the  image  and  likeness  of 
Christ,  our  Righteousness. 

Keeping  our  hearts  pure  we  are  always  ready  to 

wage  war  upon  sin,  though  it  be  dear  to  our  fallen 
natures.  Keeping  the  heart  pure  we  find  more 
trouble  with  self  than  with  our  neighbors,  or  our 
brethren  The  better  we  learn  to  know  ourselves, 
the  less  we  think  of  self.  Without  purity  of  heart 

a  man  will  not  grow,  he  is  as  fully  developed  when 

he  first  enters  the  Lord's  work,  as  he  will  ever  be. 
Without  purity  of  heart,  he  will  catch  no  clearer 

views,  no  sweeter  joys,  no  brighter  days  than  when 
he  first  entered  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Wilh  purity 

of  heart  every  day  makes  a  man  a  better  man, 

every  day  gives  him  sweeter  joys,  every  day  is 

brighter  and  brighter  until  life's  conflict  is  over. 
With  purity  of  heart  a  man  stands  absolutely 

pure  because  Christ  stands  for  him;  he  will  develop 

higher  and  higher  degrees  of  purity  in  character 
because  he  hates  sin. 

With  purity  of  heart  God's  Word  becomes  fas- 
cinating, and  volumes  of  beauty  and  truth  reveal 

themselves. 

"  O,  for  a  heart  to  love  my  God ; 
A  heart  front  sin  set  free; 

A  heart  that  always  feels  the  blood, 
So  freely  shed  for  inc. 

"A  heart  resigned,  submissive,  meek, 

My  dear  Redeemer's  throne, Where  only  Christ  is  heard  to  speak, 
Where  Jesus  reigns  alone. 

"An  humble,  lowly,  contrite  heart, 

Believing,  true  and  clean, 
Perfect  and  right,  and  pine  and  gc 

A  copy,  Lord,  of  thine." 

PERILOUS  TIMES.* 

the  last  days  perilous 

shall 

The  apostle  Paul,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  says, 

"  Perilous  times  shall  come  in  the  last  days."  We, 
at  first  thought,  might  conclude  there  could  be  no 
more  perilous  times  than  there  were  in  the  days  of 
Christ  and  the  apostles,  for  all  that  embraced 

Christianity  did  so  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  Near- 
ly all  the  prophets,  under  the  former  dispensation, 

were  persecuted,  and  many  of  them  uttered  their 

prophecies  at  the  risk  of  their  lives. 
John  the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  lost 

his  head  because  he  reproved  King  Herod  tor  his 

wickedness.  Matt.  14:  10,  it.  It  is  believed  that 
all  the  apostles  of  Christ  scaled  their  faith  by  their 

blood,  except  John,  the  beloved  disciple. 

Believing  and  accepting  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ 

in  those  days  implied  persecution.  They  were  un- 
lawfully condemned,  and  abused,  and  put  to  death 

in  every  way  their  wicked  imaginations  could  in- 
vent, but  the  more  they  were  persecuted,  the  more 

Christianity  prospered  and  spread  abroad,  and  no 

doubt  the  saying  was  true:  "  The  blood  of  the  martyrs 
was  the  seed  of  the  church."  Notwithstanding  all 
the  trials  and  persecutions  that  the  early  Christians 
had  to  endure,  the  language  of  ou  text  implies  that 
there  would  be  much  more  perilous  times  in  the  last 

days. When  the  devil  saw  his  failure  in  destroying  or 

hindering  the  prosperity  of  the  church  by  persecu-- 
tion  he  changed  his  tactics,  and  also  became  a  pro- 

fessor of  the  Christian  religion.  He  made  Chris- 
tianity popular  by  corrupting  it  through  his  own 

wicked  and  pernicious  inventions.  In  this  he  has 
succeeded  most  wonderfully  well.  While,  then, 

they  were  only  in  danger  of  their  lives,  or  it  only 
reached  their  bodies,  now  they  are  in  danger  of 

being  deceived,  and  losing  their  souls.  Then  all 
Christians  believed  and  practiced  alike  or  according 

to  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel,  but  now  it  is  "  Lo 
here,  and  Lo  there  is  Christ,"  and  no  willingness 

to  comply  with  his  teachings.  Hence,  "  they  will 
not  endure  sound  doctrine,  but  after  their  own  lusts 

shall  they  heap  to  themselves  teachers  having  itch- 
ing ea's:  and  they  shall  turn  away  their  ears  from 

the  truth;  and  they  shall  be  turned  unto  fables."  2 
Tim.  4:  3.  4- 

Soon  after  the  Emperor  Constantine  embraced  the 

Christian  religion,  church  and  state  were  united, 

and  the  sword  was  placed  into  the  Christian's  hand; 
and  in  their  blind  zeal  they  compelled  their  subjects 
to  embrace  the  Christian  name.  This  again 

brought  on  persecution,  though  from  a  different 
stand-point.  Whereas  before  it  was  Pagan  persecu- 

tion, now  it  became  Papal;  or  persecution  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  And  oh,  who  can  paint  the  horrors 

of  the  terrible  inquisition,  though  all  their  horrible 
wickedness  was  perpetrated  under  the  cloak  of  the 
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Christian  religion!  "Then  the  man  of  sin  was  re- 
vealed, even  the  son  o(  perdition;  who  opposeth  and 

exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or 

that  is  worshiped;  so  that  he  as  God  sitteth  in 

the  temple  of  God,  showing  himself  that  he  is  God." 
2  Thess.  2:  3,4;  Dan.  11:36;   Rev.  13:6 

This  was  the  first  great  beast  (Rev.  13)  which 
came  up  out  of  the  sea,  who  assumed  the  prerogative 
of  God,  to  make  laws,  .  ontrary  to  the  teachings  of 
Christ.  Hut  the  power  of  the  first  beast  is  partially 

broken,  or  "he  has  received  a  deadly  wound." 
The  persecul  ;tilf  power  is  measurably  destroyed,  and 
religious  liberty  is  almost  universal  at  this  lime. 

Though  the  p  secuting  power  is  held  in  check-  at 
this  time,  the  Pope  of  Rome  still  claims  the  divine 

law-making  power,  and  tyrannizes  over  the  con- 
sciences of  the  people,  helping  Ihcm  in  ignorance 

of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  ill  order  to  more  fully  hold 

them  under  his  power  and  dominion.  We  boast  to- 
day of  our  religious  liberty,  and  thank  the  Lord  for 

it,  but  at  the  same  time  we  think  it  the  most  peril- 
ous time  thai  the  world  has  ever  seen.  While  the 

Roman  Catholic  church  withholds  the  Bible  from  the 

laity,  the  /w/wfor.chtirchcs  of  to-day  allow  them  to 
read  the  Bible,  but  make  them  believe  that  they 
cannot  understand  it,  and  thus  lead  them  blindly 

where  they  please,  The  great  bulk  of  mankind  do 
not  think  and  act  for  themselves,  but,  like  the 

-I   b  brute,  with  a  hook  in  its  nose,  allow  them- 

selves to  be  le  I  captive  by  thi  ir  le  i  lers  at  their  will, 

We  read  in  2  Cor.  11:  14,  15,  "  And  no  marvel;  foi 
Satan  himsell  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light 
Then  fore  it  is  no  great  thing  if  his  ministers  also 
be  transformed  as  ministers  of  righteousness;  whi  ise 

end  shall  be  according  to  their  works." 
The  great  difficulty  at  the  present  time  is  tl  e  dis- 

regard thai  so  many  give  to  God's  Word,  Tbepop- 
tdarttuory  to-day  is,  whatever  a  man  thinks  1  ighl  is 
right,  if  even  in  contradiction  to  the  Hoi)  Scrip- 

tures,—just  as  if  our  thinking  so  made  it  so. 

The  general  tendency  of  the  church  of  tod  ly  is 
>"ii  1  no.  The  devil  offered  our  Savior  "all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the  gloiy  of  them  if  he 

would  fall  down  anil  worship  liini  "  i  Matt.  4;  S,  9, 
10),  but  he  was  defeated  completely  by  the  Word 
of  God.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  too  many  of  the 

professed  followers  of  Christ  at  the  present  time 

have  accepted  his  proposition,  and  are  worshiping 
at  his  shrine.  When  we  see  the  professed  followers 
of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus  following  all  the  vain 

and  foolish  fashions  of  the  world,  we  cannot  help 
but  conclude  that  the  world  is  the  God  they  wor- 

ship. We  read  in  James  4:  4:  "Ye  adulterers  and 
adulteresses,  know  ye  not  that  the  friendship  of  the 
world  is  enmity  with  God?  Whosoever  therefore 

will  be  a  friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God." 
James,  in  the  above  language,  accuses  us  of  spiritual 
fornication  or  adultery,  if  we  seek  the  friendship  of 
the  world:  and  1  wonder  if  there  ever  was  a  time 
when  there  was  as  much  inclination  to  follow  the 
goddess  of  fashion  as  there  is  at  this  time;  more  es- 

pecially by  the  young;  and  too  frequently  the  old 
are  ready  to  follow  in  the  wake.  I  fear  there  is  too 
much  tendency  in  our  beloved  Brotherhood  towards 
the  vain  and  foolish  practices  and  fashions  of  the 
world.  Hence  we  conclude  with  the  admonition  of 
the  apostle  Paul,  2  Cor.  6;  17,  18,  "  Wherefore  come 
out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing;  and  I  will 
receive  you,  and  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye 
shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Al- 

mighty." Aft.  Morris,  III. 

THE  TWO  LAWGIVERS  AND  TWO  DISPENSATIONS. 

'  See  thai  >c  refuse  1 
pert  not,  who  refused 
ill  not  we  escape,  if  \ 

un  heaven."      Ik-h    1 

1  thai  speaketh;  for  if  they  es- 
lat  spake  "ii  enrth,  much  more 
1  away  (ruin  hun  th.il  speaketh 

The  two  law-givers,  Moses  and  Christ,  are  here 
represented.  Moses,  as  having  spoken  in  time 
past,  Christ  as  now  speaking  in  the  present.  Moses 
received  the  law  amidst  the  thunderings  and  light- 

nings on  Mt.  Sinai,  in  Arabia,  Christ  came  down 
from  heaven  and  brought  the  last  will  and  Testa- 

ment of  God,— the  plan  of  salvation,— and  delivered 

it  unto  the  people.  "  For  the  law  was  given  by 

Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Je=us  Christ." 
John  I;  17.  Grace  and  truth  are  found  in  "the 
Gospel  of  our  salvation,"  but  fear  and  death  in  the 
Mt.  Sinai  rigid  code.  "  For  ye  are  not  come  unto 
the  mount  that  might  be  touched,  and  that  burned 
with  fire,  nor  unto  blackness,  and  darkness,  and 

tempest," — not  to  the  words  spoken  on  Mount  Si- 
nai's summit,  "  but  ye  are  come  unto  Mount  Sion, 

and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly 

Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  an- 
grls,  to  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the 
first-born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God, 

the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made 

perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  new  cove- 
nant."    Heb.  12:  18-22. 

All  the  types,  shadows  and  figures  of  the  Old 
Testament  meet  in  and  are  fulfilled  by  Christ.  We 

have  passed  out  of  the  dispensations  of  types  and 
shadows,  with  its  laws  of  death,  and  now  worship 

the  God  of  heaven  in  spirit  and  truth.  "  The  law 
and  the  prophets  were  until  John:  since  that  time 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  preached,  and  every  man 

presseth  into  it."     Luke  16:  16. 
True,  the  Gospel  was  preached  to  Abraham  by 

promise,  but  the  glorious  realities  of  the  Gospel 
plan  of  salvation  were  never  realiz,  d  or  enjoyed 
by  Abraham  or  the  prophets  who  looked  forward 
to,  and  foretold,  the  coming  of  Christ  and  the 
blessed  privileges  we  enjoy  in  him. 

Christ  delivered  the  law  of  the  kingdom  of  grace. 

"  1  will  raise  them  a  prophet  from  among  their 
brethren,  like  unto  thee,  and  will  put  my  words  in 
his  mouth;  and  he  shall  speak  unto  them  all  that  I 
shall  command  him.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
that  whosoever  will  not  hearken  unto  my  words 
which  he  shall  speak  in  my  name,  I  will  require  it 

of  him."     Deut.  18:  18,  19;  Acts  3:  21,  22. 

God  proclaimed  from  heaven  at  Christ's  trans- 
figuration: "This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 

well  plrased;  hear  ye  him."  Matt.  17:  5;  Luke  9: 
35.  Moses,  the  former  lawgiver,  was  present,  and 

heard  the  declaration,  '  Hear  ye  him."  Moses  ac- 
quiesced in  the  demand  of  the  eternal  God,  to  hear 

Christ  instead  of  the  law  given  by  himself.  Elijah, 
one  of  the  major  prophets,  representing  the  pro- 

phetic age,  was  present,  and  gave  assent  to  the 

voice  of  God;  to  hear  Christ.  Three  of  the  apos- 
tles, representing  the  apostolic  age,  were  present, 

and  gave  no  dissenting  voice  to  the  demand  of  the 
eternal  God:  "  Hear  ye  Christ."  All  former  laws 
and  dispensations  were  here  abrogated  by  the  Fa- 

ther, and  not  a  dissenting  voice  was  heard  in  heav- 
en, in  the  earth,  under  the  earth,  or  in  Paradise. 

The  universe,  there  represented,  assented  to  the 
decree  of  God,  from  henceforth  to  yield  obedience 
to  Christ.  "  God,  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  di- 

verse manners,  spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers, 
by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  un- 

to us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed  heir  of 
all  things."  Heb.  1:1,2.  "  Therefore  we  ought  to give  the  more  earnest  heed  to  the  things  which  we 
have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  should  let  them 
slip.  For  if  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was  stead- 

fast, and  every  transgression  and  disobedience  re- 
ceived a  just  recompense  of  reward;  how  shall  we 

escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation;  which  at  the 
first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  con- 

firmed unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him  "  Heb  2- 

>-3- 

Let  us  ascertain 
who  refused  to  he 

day,  presui them  throu "  Let  no  m 

hether  or  not  they  did  escape, 
'  Moses.  In  Num.  15:  32,  we 

read  of  a  man  who  gathered  sticks  on  the  Sabbath ably  to  build  a  fire.  God  had  told 
h  Moses  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy, 
n  go  out  of  his  place  on  the  seventh 

day."  Ex.  16:  25-29;  20:  9,  10.  Moses  enquired  of God  what  should  be  done  with  the  man  for  pick- 
ing up  sticks  on  the  Sabbath  day;  for  hitherto there  had  been  no  penalty  given  for  the  violation 

of  the  Sabbatic  law.  "  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Mo- 
ses, The  man  shall  surely  be  put  to  death,  and  they 

rt< th™withoutth<=  camp  and  stoned  him  to death.  What  for?  Because  he  had  violated  the 
law  in  picking  up  sticks  on  the  Sabbath  day.    That 

was  a  very  small  transgression,  but  God  means 

what  he  says,  and  says  what  he  means.  Adam  niav 
have  thought  his  transgression  but  small,  but  its  re. 
suits  on  the  human  race  were  dreadful.  After  thi 
"  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying,  Speak  unto 
the  children  of  Israel,  and  bid  them  that  they  make 
them  fringes  in  the  borders  of  their  garments 

throughout  their  generations,  and  that  they  put  up- 

on the  fringe  of  the  borders  a  ribband  of  blue.  And 
it  shall  be  unto  you  for  a  fringe,  that  ye  may  look 

upon  it,  and  remember  all  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  do  them;  and  that  ye  seek  not  after 

your  own  heart  and  your  own  eyes,  after  which  ye 

use  to  go  a  whoring."     Num.  15:  38,  39. 
The  design  of  this  fringe  and  ribbon  of  blue  was 

a  noble  one,  a  sign  that  they  might  look  upon,  and 
remember  all  the  commands  of  the  Lord,  and  do 

them.  But  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty  princes  of  the  assembly,  famous 

in  the  congregation,  men  of  renown,  "gathered 
themselves  together  against  Moses,  and  against 

Aaron,  and  said  unto  them,  Ye  take  too  much  up- 
on you,  seeing  all  the  congregation  are  holy,  every 

one  of  them,  and  the  Lord  is  among  them:  where- 

fore then  lift  ye  up  yourselves  above  the  congrega- 

tion of  the  Lord?  " Those  people,  like  many  modern  professed  Chris- 
tians, had  become  so  good  and  holy  in  their  own  es- 

timation, that  they  thought  it  not  necessary  to  do 

what  the  Lord  commanded  them.  "  You  ask  too 

much  of  us:  we  are  all  the  Lord's  people,  and  we 
are  holy:  therefore  we  do  not  need  your  fringe  and 

ribbon  of  blue."  But  when  the  earth  opened  be- 
neath their  unhallowed  feet,  and  they  went  down  in- 

to the  pit  alive,  with  all  that  appertained  unto 
them,  and  the  earth  closed  over  them;  their  holi- 

ness did  not  save  them.  They  were  made  to  realize 
that  God  meant  what  he  said,  and  said  what  he 
meant.  "  And  there  came  out  a  fire  from  the  Lord, 
and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fiftv  men  that 

offered  incense." The  very  next  day  fourteen    thousand    and  s«?v<en    , 
hundred,    who,    the    day   before,    came   out  on  the 

Lord's  side,  were   destroyed  by  a  plague  because nst  Mo 

:  ways.     See  Nun 

.nd  were  dissatis- 
16.  "  He  that  de- 

ercy  under  two  or 
torer  punishment, 

thy,  who  hath 

they 

fied  with  God1 spised  Moses'  law  died  without  1 
three  witnesses:  of  how  much 

suppose  ye,  shall  he  be  thought 
trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath 
counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he 
was  sanctified,  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  de- 

spite unto  the  Spirit  of  grace."     Heb.  10:  28,  29. 
They  had  lived  under  the  Old  Testament,  lived 

under  a  cash  system,— the  penalty  followed  imme- 
diately the  transgression.  We  are  living  under  a 

credit  system,  but  the  pay  day  is  surely  coming. 
Westphalia,  Kans. 

"SEARCH  THE  SCRIPTURES. "-John  3:  59. 

BY  D.  H.  WEAVER. 

There  never  has  be 
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importance  to  the  hun 
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as  the  plan  of  man's  1 and  immortality  were 

the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,"  God fest  in  the  flesh. 

Profane    history   record 
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world's  history  of  so  great 
n  race,  or  that  so  forcibly 
rer  and  love  of  the  Deity, 

demption,  by  which  "  life 
ught  to  light  through 

vvn  Son,  mani- 

events  that  are ind  make  interesting  as  well 

We  may  profit  by  others' 
Id  grows  better  by  keeping 

and  struggles  of  preceding 

imitating  their  virtues,  their 
which  led  to  their  success, 

ces,  mistakes  and  failures, history  may  be  made  profitable,  pleasant  and 
elevating  to  us.  But  profane  history  deals  only 
with  human  affairs.  It  records  only  human  events and  can  benefit 
It  does 

of  importance  to  us, 
as  profitable  reading, 

experiences.  The  woi 
a  record  of  the  labors 

generations,  and  then 
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and  avoiding  their  vi 
Thu 
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future  destiny,  as  well  as  some  of  the  events  of 

human  affairs,  of  this  life.  Thus  we  may  readily 
see  that,  as  the  Bible  discloses  our  future,  brings 
life  and  immortality  to  our  view,  it  certainly  claims 
our  first  and  deepest  consideration.  Christ  said, 

"  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  its  right- 

eousness," because  that  was  of  vastly  more  im- 
portance to  us  than  all  we  might  be  able  to  accu- 

mulate in  this  world.  He  tells  us  to  "  lay  up 

treasures  in  heaven,"  because  they  would  be  more 
lasting,  and  of  more 
could  lay  up  here.  I 

the   Scriptures,"   beca 

value   to (ha any    we 

their  hearts 

tance  to  their  welfare  th 

e  told  the  Jews  to  " 
se  the  establishing  of  his 

:  much  more  impor- 
uld  be  their  release 

from  Roman  supremacy,  and  establishing  the  tem- 
poral throne  of  their  father  David. 

While  we  see  in  all  the  works  of  nature  a  per- 
fection that  results  with  nicest  precision  in  bring- 

ing about  or  working  out  the  designed  purpose  of 
its  great  Author,  we  may  yet  see  that  all  requires 
development,  and  that  it  has  not  been  the  plan 
of  the  Creator  to  produce  instantaneously,  to  its 
full  capacity,  any  of  his  great  works.  He  produces 
a  perfect  germ  and  then  allows  time  and  nature 
to  develop  it.  We  cannot  question  his  wisdom 

in  revealing  his  divine  will  to  man,  when  he  ad- 
heres to  the  same  rule,  which  he  certainly  has 

done.  His  will  was  not  revealed  to  us  in  the 

beginning  to  its  full  extent,  or  in  its  perfection, 

but  a  perfect  germ  was  produced, — a  seed  cast,  a 

promise  made  and  left  to  develop  through  succeed- 

The  Scriptures  that  Christ  here  alluded  to  were 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  and  although  perfect 

for  what  they  were  intended  to  accomplish,  they 

were  not  a  perfect  plan  of  salvation,  and  "  could 
not  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfect"  because 
they  were  not  designed  to  accomplish  that  end. 

They  were  designed  as  a  guide  board  and  pointed 

directly  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise  that  "the 
seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  serpent's 
head."  They  pointed  directly  to  the  complete 
development  of  that  perfect  germ  created  in  the 

beginning.  Hence,  Christ  could  say  to  the  Jews 

who  had  access  to  these  Scriptures,  "  Search 

them,"  "  they  testify  of  me."  They  are  my  wit- 
nesses, my  authenticity  stands  or  falls  upon  them. 

If  I  have  not  fulfilh  d  the  prophecies  contained  in 

these  Scriptures,  I  am  not  the  promised  Messiah 

and  you  need  not  accept  me,  but  if  you  find,  by 

searching  these  Scriptures,  that  I  have  fulfilled  to 
the  very  letter  every  prophecy  foretold  of  me  thus 
far,  then  know  that  I  am  the  very  one  promised 

from  the  beginning.  Then  "  believe  me  for  the 

very  works'  sake." 

Had  the  Jews  faithfully  consulted  their  guide- 

board  all  along  the  way,  in  place  of  their  own 

prejudice,  they  need  not  have  been  misled.  The 

inscriptions  were  all  legible,  and  pointed  clearly 

to  the  one  and  only  Messiah.  It  was  their  privi- 

lege to  have  known  just  what  God  was  going  to 

bring  about  for  the  salvation  of  the  world,  and 

how  he  was  going  to  accomplish  that  purpose, 

but  they  neglected  their  opportunity  and  rejected 

their  only  Savior  and  to-day  they  are  blinded. 

But  does  this  command,  enjoined  by  our  Savior 

s    with    the    same 

was  when  Jesus  enjoined  this  command,  but  there 
are  other  reasons  that  make  it  necessary  to  search, 
to  "  see  if  these  things  be  true  "  or  not. 
The  devil  is  using  every  means  within  his  power 

to  pervert  the  Gospel  and  deceive  the  people.  I  le 
pays  little  attention  now  to  the  law  and  the  prophe- 

cies. Although,  in  some  instances,  they  may  be 
a  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  to  Christ,  they  have, 
in  general,  fulfilled  their  mission,  and  he  gives 
them  little  concern,  knowing  he  can  do  little 
toward  accomplishing  his  purposes  by  subverting 
them,  hence  he  turns  his  batteries  and  opens  fire 
upon  the  Gospel.  He  has  been  trying,  all  along,  to 
destroy  the  Gospel,  but,  finding  his  efforts  a  fail- 

ure along  that  line,  he  is  trying  to  deceive  the 
nations,  not  by  changing  the  wording  of  the  Gos- 

pel, which  he  has  never  been  able  to  do,  for  God 
takes  care  of  that  part,  but  he  has  found  out  that 

by  misinterpreting  the  meaning,— making  it  mean 
what  it  does  not  say, — he  can  deceive  some.  Be- 

cause of  this  very  trick  it  becomes  even  more  nec- 

essary to  search  the  Scriptures,  or  that  part,  at 
least,  that  Satan  is  endeavoring  to  subvert,  that 

we  may  know  what  they  do  teach, — that  we  may 
get  their  truth  fresh  from  the  fountain  head,  un- 

adulterated by  the  interpretations  of  man,  that 

we  may  shape  our  lives  by  them  just  as  they  ap- 
pear to  our  understanding. 

If,  as  some  professors  teach,  it  is  necessary  that 
some  very  learned  man,  who  has  made  the  Bible 

a  study  all  his  life,  should  deal  out  the  Gospel 
to  us  with  his  own  interpretation  upon  it,  that  we 

might,  through  him,  understand   what  the  Gospel 

dow 

to-day  as  it  was  it 
we  the  same  reason 

not  exactly  the  sa 
have  reasons  of  as 

says,  "  All  Scriptu great 

so  long  ago, 

force  it  did  to  the  Jews  nineteen  hundred  years 

ago?  Is  it  as  necessary  to  search  the  Scriptures 

the  days  of  our  Savior?  Have 
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le  reason,  but,  assuredly,  we 

irtance  to  us.  Paul 
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r.-fitable  for  doctrine,"  etc.  Then  it  is  neces- 

sary to  search  that  we  may  at  all  times  be  fur- 

nished with  the  "  Sword  of  the  Spirit,"  that  we  may 

be  thoroughly  equipped  for  every  emergency,  that 

we  may  have  a  "  thus  sayeth  the  Lord,"  or.  "  thus 
it  is  written  "  to  back  all  our  decisions,  assertions 

and  actions,  without  which  the  opinions  of  men 

are  but  fallacies— chaff  that  the  first  wind  will  blow 
away. 

It  may  not  be  as  necessary  to  search  the  Scrip- 
tures  for  witnesses   to   Christ's   authenticity  as  it 

of 

great 

ind  if   he   deceh 

If  the  Scripture 
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TEACHINQ  ABOUT  PRAYER.- 

{Lessonfor  March  is,  t D.  29. 

Peril  a. 

:iple 

:he  Lord  told  the 

nswer  to  the  law- 
st  lesson,  he  went 

feast  of  Dedica- 
r.     After  this  feast 

Dbably  deli' 

Time.— Perhaps  late  in  December,  / 
Place— It  is  not  definitely  known 

Perea,  east  of  the  Jordan 
Persons. — Jesus  and  hi 
Introductory.  —  Shor  ly  after 

story  of  the  good  Samaritan,  in 

yer's  question,  as  we  learned  in  1 
down  to  Jerusalem  to  attend  th 
tion,  which  occurred  in  Decemb 
he  returned  again  to  Perea,  whet 
which  this  lesson  is  a  part  was  p 

1.  A  MODEL. 

This  model  prayer,  given  by  our  Lord  to  his 

ciples,  contains  seven  distinct  petitions,— the 
three  having  special  reference  to  the  petitioned,  am 

the  last  four  having  special  reference  to  the  pe 

titioners.     They  are, 

1.  For  the  hallowing  of  his  name.  "Hallowed  b 

thy  name."  Let  thy  name  be  regarded  as  sacrei 

and  holy  and  pronounced  with  devout  reverence 

As  we  pray  this  prayer  in  the  spirit  we  will  strive  ti 

have  it  answered  in  ourselves,  and  it  is  most  impor 

tant  that  it  should  be.     It  stimulates  our  piety  am 

first 

a  spirit  of  for- as   great   as  the 1  Lead  us  not 

149 

quickens   our  spiritual   life  to  meditate    upon   the 
holy  name  and  character  of  our  Lord  and  Savior. 

2.  For  the  coming  of  his  kingdom.  "Thy  kingdom 
come."  We  should  pray  for  the  coming  of  God's 
kingdom  in  us  and  into  all  the  world.  This  is  truly 

a  missionary  prayer,  and  if  the  Lord  would  have  us 

pray  a  missionary  prayer,  would  he  not  also  have 
us  be  a  missionary  people? 

3  For  the  doing  of  his  will.  "  Thy  will  be  done,  as 
in  heaven,  so  in  earth  "  Do  we  sincerely  desire 
that  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  Lord  may  prevail 

in  the  earth  as  in  heaven?  This  is  a  glorious  thing 
to  desire  and  strive  and  pray  for.  Such  a  condition 
will  make  heaven  here  below.  But  to  bring  it 
about  each  should  endeavor  to  yield  himself  more 

fully  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  Lord.  He  can 
not  consistently  pray  for  obedience  who  will  not  obey. 

Now  follow  the  four  petitions  in  behalf  of  the  pe- titioners. 

4.  For  our  daily  needs.  "  Give  us  day  by  clay  nm 

daily  bread."  We  should  look  to  the  Lord  foi  the 
daily  necessities  of  the  body  as  well  as  the  soul. 
If  the  Lord  is  the  giver  of  every  good  and  pi  rfect 

gift  we  should  look  to  him  in  faith  for  all  the  good 
we  need  and  th  ink  him  for  all  the  good  we  get, 

5.  For  tin-  forgivt  ness  of  our  si/is  "  Forgive  us  our 
sins;  for  we  also  forgive  everyone  that  is  indebted 

to  us."  This  implies  thai  we  dare  not  ask  for  more 
forgiveness  than  we  are  willing  to  grant  to  others. 
But  there  is  no  greatei  need  ol  the  soul  than  the 

forgiveness  of  its  sins;  therefore  there  is  no  mure 
important  Irait  of  character  thi 

giveucss.  The  'Hity  to  forgive 

necessity  of  forgivi  ness. 

6    For  escape  from  temptation.     ' 
temptation."     It  should  be  our  ever-present  desire 
to  escape   temptation,   and    having  this  desire,  we 

should  express  i   arnest  pra)  er.     ThcLordnev- 
er  induces  us  to  do  evil,  but  lie  may  try  us  by 

bringing  us  into  circumstances  in  which  oui   desire 
to  sin  Will  b(     especially    awakened.      While   it    may 
be  good  for  us  to  endure  temptation,  yet  we  should 

always  dread  its  approach,  lest  we  might  be  in- 
duced to  yield,  and  thus  fall. 

7.  For  deliverance  from  evil.  "Deliver  us  from 
evil."  If  we  may  look  to  the  Lord  for  all  good  we 
need,  both  material  and  spiritual,  we  may  also  look 

to  him  for  deliverance  from  all  evil.  He  can  ile 
liver  us  from  the  evil  of  overwhelming  affliction,  of 

worldly  enticement,  of  error's  seduction,  of  sinful 
affections."  Lord,  deliver  us  from  all  these  evils. 

II.   AN  ILLUSTRATION. 

After  our  Lord  had  given  his  disciples  a  model 

prayer  he  makes  use  of  an  illustration  to  encourage 
importunity  and  faith  in  prayer. 

1.  Importantly  encouraged,  The  illustration  repre- 
sent* a  man  going  to  his  friend  at  so  untimely  an 

hour  as  midnight,  finding  his  (liend  in  hed,  and  his 
door  bolted;  and  he  asks  for  that  which  he  does 
not  need  himself,  but  for  three  loaves  for  another. 

But,  in  spite  of  all  the  odds  that  seem  to  be  against 

him,  by  persistently  pressing  his  plea,  he  receives 
that  for  which  he  asks.  If  selfish  man  can  be  thus 

prevailed  upon,  how  much  more  our  merciful  Fa- ther in  heaven!  If  we  want  anything,  the  Lord 

means  here  to  encourage  us  to  ask  for  it;  and  if  we 
do  not  receive  it  at  first,  we  should  ask  again,  and, 

if  necessary,  again,  and  again,  and  again.  Our  faith 

is  often  too  weak  and  we  falter,  and  doubt  too  soon. 

2.  Faith  encouraged.  "  Every  one  that  asketh  re- 

ceiveth."  And  if  poor,  ignorant,  short-sighted  hu- 

man parents  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  their 
children.  "  how  much  more  shall  your  heavenly 

Father  give?  "  There  is  no  reason  under  heaven 
why  God's  children  should  not  pray  and  expect  to 

have  their  prayers  fully  answered.  There  is  no  mo- 
tive in  the  heart  of  our  heavenly  Father  so  strong 

as  that  of  love.  This,  more  than  anything  else, 

moves  him  in  his  actions  and  attitude  toward  his 

children.  And  then  he  knows  all  our  weaknesses, 

and  dangers,  and  needs.  He  says  to  us:  "  Ask,  and 

it  shall  be  given  you."  Do  we  believe  what  he 

says?  that  he  will  give  his  believing  child  blessings, 

"  as  many  as  he  needeth  "  ?  Then  let  us  be  more 
instant,  more  persistent,  more  believing  in  prayer. 

J:\MES  M.   NEFF. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 

Course    of    Reading. 

FIRST    YEAR, 

"Crisis  of  Missions,"  cloth.  $1.04;  paper   34  ecnt- 
"Lileol  A.  Judson."  cloth,  w  cents;  pnper   is  cents 
"Our  Country."  cloth.  Sieenls;  paper   29  cents 
"Non-Such  Professor."  cloth   85  cents 

SECOND    YEAR. 

" Miracles  of  Missions,"  cloth,  o^eonts;  paper   34  cents 
"Memoir  of  Roborl  Moffat."  cloth, aj  cents;  pnpor,  ......  is  cents 
"Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth   70  cents 
"The  Seven  Lnwsol  Teaching,"  cloth   6s  cents 

THIRD    YEAR. 

"  Divine  Enterprise  »i  Missions,"  cloth   Ji  « 
"LUeol  Rohcrt  Morrison,"  clotl   70  cents 
"Do  Not  Say,"  nnd  "Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  <-h.  n-i*   10  cents 

0"Pricc9.  ns  (tlvcn  above,  ;ire  for  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 
nthcrs  pay  tt'uiil.ii  i<  lall  price. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTH      READING  ClRCLB.— W,  B.  Stover,  Bills: 
i- I!  m   Barwlck,  Wesl  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs,  H.  M.  Stover.  Waym 
i,  Pa.,  Edith  R,  Newcomer,  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  J, 

.  W.  B,  St 
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lay- And, verl her  whit transparent  hand 

The  blood  sill]  rosy  in  their  tapering  nails, 
Her  hair  had  been  unbound,  and  falling  loose 
Upon  her  pillow,  hid  her  small  round  ears 

In  curls  of  glossy  blackness,  and  about 

Her  polished  neck,  scarce  touching  it,  they  hung, 
Like  airy  shadows  floating  as  they  slept. 

'Twas  heavenly  beautiful.    The  Savior  raised 
Her  hand  from  off  her  bosom,  and  spread  out 

The  snowy  fingers  in  his  palm,  and  said, 

"  Maiden]  arise!"— and  suddenly  a  flush 

Shot  o'er  her  forehead,  and  along  her  lips 
And  through  her  cheek  the  rallied  color  ran; 
And  the  still  outline  of  her  graceful  form 

Stirred  in  the  linen  vesture;  and  she  clasped 

The  Savior's  hand,  and  fixing  her  dark  eyes 
Full  on  his  beaming  countenance— arose! 

—Nathaniel  Parker  Willis. 

CIRCLE  NOTES. 

Our  helpers,  those  who  are  going  to  help  furnish 
matter  to  make  this  department  of  the  Messenger 
one  of  the  most  interesting  (and  we  hope  not  one 
member  of  our  Missionary  Reading  Circle  will  ex- 

clude himself  from  this  number)  will  please  take 
notice  that  for  the  time  being  all  matter  for  this 
department  should  be  mailed  to  the  writer  at  Cov- 

ington, Ohio.  The  sickness  of  my  wife  has  made 
it  necessary  for  me  to  bring  her  here  temporarily 
where  the  desired  medical  attendance  could  be  had. 
It  was  with  the  most  sincere  regrets  that  we  left 
our  work  in  the  South,  but  we  shall  do  all  for  it  we 
can  from  here,  and  return  to  it  just  so  soon  as  the 
Lord  opens  the  way.  We  trust  that  many  prayers 
may  go  up  that  our  affliction  may  be  removed. 
Send  along  your  missionary  notes  and  news  and  let 
us  say  all  we  can  now  in  behalf  of  the  Circle. 

Next  week  we  want  to  publish  the  constitution 
of  our  Circle  and  remind  our  officers  of  their  duties. 
Especially  must  we  look  to  our  Local  Secretaries 
to  promote  the  work  of  the  Circle  in  the  various 
churches,  and  we  hope  they  will  carefully  reread 
their  duties,  to  be  published  here  next  week. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  a  satisfaction  to  those  who 
are  wanting  more  information  as  to  the  work  of  the 
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Ohio; 

Dayton,  Ohio; 

from  time  to  time  by  the  assistan 

tary.  The  list  as  I  have  it  at  presi 

May  Oiler,  Waynesbon 
Huntingdon,  Pa.;  Mrs.  G 
ter,  Va.;  Maggie  Bixler 
Mary  Flora,  Lordsburg, 
DeGraff,  Ohio;  C  O.  B 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Weng 
Fahnestock,  McPherson,  Kans.;  Flo.  Schwinger, 

Hagerstown,  Md.;  Mrs.  S.  B.  Croft,  2448  N.  Sth.  St., 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  W.  K.  Franklin,  Sam's  Creek, 
Md.;  Lou.  Royer,  Westminster,  Md.;  Annie  R. 

Roop,  Linwood,  Md.;  Iva  S.  Kaylor,  Mapleville, 
Md.;ElIaSprenkel,  114  S.  Beaver  St.,  York,  Pa.; 
E.  R.  Miller,  Spring  Creek,  Va.;  Martha  Click, 

Weyer's  Cave,  Va.;  Mrs.  K.  E  Fahrney,  Frederick, 
Md  ;  Minnie  Howe,  Maitland,  Pa.:  Mrs.  W.  W. 

Kulp,  Pottstown,  Pa.;  S.  A  Blessing,  Kewanna, 
Ind.;  May  Shellenberger,  Covington,  Ohio;  Lucy 

Brumbaugh,  Baker's,  Ohio;  Mrs.  E.  Gibson,  Girard, 
111.;  Emma  Welty,  418  N.  Queen  St.,  Lancaster,  Pa.; 
N.  J.  Miller.  Sta.  A.,  Box  235  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Dora 

Sherfy,  Pomona,  Kans.;  Mrs.  I.  D.  Parker,  LUkhart, 
Ind.;  Mrs.  Sadie  Brallier  Noffsinger,  Johnstown, 
Pa  ;  Sarah  A.  Brumbaugh,  Huntington,  Ind.;  Lecta 

Montgomery,  Helms,  Va.;  J.  W.  Ikenberry,  Wirtz, 

Va.;  Ida  Flora,  Helms,  Va.;  G.  W.  Naff,  Naff's,  Va.; 
E.  H.  Eby,  Summerfield,  Kans.;  Etta  Houchins, 
Woolwine,  Va.;  Dr.  R.  T.  Alcers,  Alum  Ridge,  Va.; 

Mrs.  Linda  Griffith,  Meyersdale,  Pa.;  W.  B.  Dulan- 
ey,  Carthage,  Va.,  Andrew  J 
Noah  B.  Sherfy,  Blountville, 

Sydney,  Va. 
1  Co.,  Tenn. 

Circulars  and  blank  Promise  Cards  can  be  had 

either  from  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mt.  Morris, 
111.,  or  from  the  Secretary,  Edith  R.  Newcomer, 

Waynesboro,  Pa.  Applications  for  any  other  in- 
formation should  always  be  addressed  to  the  Secre- 

tary, who  will  gladly  and  promptly  answer  all 
questions.  j.  M.  n. 

THE  DARKER  SIDE. 

BY    HOWARD   MILLER. 

I  DO  not  feel  called  upon  to  assert  positively  that 
of  which  I  know  next  to  nothing,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  many  a  man  or  woman  so  surrounded  that 
there  is  very  little  sunshine  in  their  lives  err  in  be- 

lieving that  their  reward  hereafter  will  be  propor- 
tioned to  their  misery  here.  This  is  a  very  com- 

mon feeling,  and  a  natural  one,  but  I  think  that  it  is 
a  mistake,  and  that  there  is  a  better  view  to  take. 

There  are  a  good  many  so-called  dispensations  of 
providence  that  better  be  called  cases  of  personal 
carelessness.  With  them  the  Lord  has  little  or 
nothing  to  do.  If  I  attempt  to  hurry  the  kitchen 
fire  with  a  gallon  can  of  oil,  and  it  explodes  and  I  am 
burned  to  death,  there  is  no  ground  in  my  theology 
to  connect  the  Almighty  with  the  facts  in  the  case. 
The  expected  happened  whether  I  looked  for  it  or 
not  and  a  greater  number  of  escapes  from  this  sort  of 
foolishness  occurs  than  there  are  fatal  terminations. 
We  are  too  willing  to  whine  when  we  hurt  ourselves 
and  appeal  to  God  to  help  us  out,  and  when  this 
does  not  occur  we  are  prone  to  console  ourselves 
with  the  idea  that  in  the  hereafter  there  will  be 
some  sort  of  balance  to  our  credit  that  will  inure 
to  our  advantage.  There  is  no  use  in  considering such  cases. 

Then  there  are  instances  of  disaster  that  are  ut- 
terly beyond  our  control,  such  as  an  idiot  child  a 

fire,  a  broken  bank  that  plunges  a  family  into  abject poverty  in  their  old  age,  and  any  number  of  similar 
occasions  of  lifelong  trouble  through  no  tault  of ;  far  as  human  knowle Now,  have 

gs  any the  subjects  of  these  unfortunate  surroundin 
reasonable  right  to  expect  any  additional  reward 
for  their  seeming  and  real  troubles  while  in  the  land 
of  the  living?     I  think  not. 

There  is  a  better  way  of  looking  at  it  and  I   can 
best  set  forth  what  I  think  by  an  illustration.     I 

have  in  my  possession  a  small  but  very  fine  oil 

painting  that  may  be  the  work  of  one  of  the  old 
masters.  The  prevailing  tone  is  black.  It  is  evi- 

dent to  the  most  inexpert  observer  that  a  spot  of 
white,  or  any  other  color,  on  the  face  of  the  picture 
would  mar  it  all.  The  absence  of  any  part  of  the 

black  would  be  a  blemish. 
If  each  atom  of  color  were  endowed  with  reason 

yet  incapable  of  knowing  the  mind  of  the  artist 
and  impossible  that  it  should  see  the  whole  picture 

would  it  be  justified  in  thinking  that  it  had  been 

hardly  used? It  is  not  that  it  is  where  it  is,  but  how  well  it 

does  its  work  where  it  is  that  makes  it  an  able  and 

improving  part  of  the  picture. 
God's  picture  on  the  page  of  time  is  a  similar  in- 

stance. If  there  is  anything  that  I  believe  it  is  that 

He  does  all  things  well  when  done  by  Him.  If  in 

the  disposition  of  the  life  coloring  of  individuals 
He  has  seen  fit  to  paint  them  in  sombre  shades  it  is 
not  for  the  creature  to  question  the  will  of  the  Infi- 

nite one,  and  it  is  simply  accepting  the  situation  as 

perfectly  proper  and  one  in  which  it  is  the  will  of 
God,  that  carries  with  it  any  assurance  of  future  ap- 

proval. Between  the  peasant  and  the  king  there 
may  be  a  vast  difference  in  the  final  result,  not  be- 

cause one  was  a  shepherd  and  the  other  a  ruler,  but 
because  the  king  lived  well  and  wisely  and  the 
peasant  did  not.  It  in  no  sense  depends  on  our 
surroundings.  All  depends  on  what  we  have  made 

of  them.  The  story  of  the  use  of  the  talents  proves 
this. 
There  are  often  cases  of  human  suffering  that 

seem  to  disallow  the  wisdom  and  the  equity  of  di- 

vine direction.  The  young  are  often  deceived  by 
them.  Here  is  a  hedger  and  ditcher  whose  life  is 

one  long  struggle  with  poverty,  sickness,  and  trou- 
ble, as  the  world  sees  it.  There  is  a  man  selling 

whiskey  and  dressed  in  the  best  the  world  affords. 

The  boy  says,  "  See  the  difference.  It  does  not  pay 

to  trust  in  God,  "  yet  the  youth  may  outlive  them 
both  and  read  the  record  and  reverse  his  opinion  as 
he  knows  more.  He  will  see  that  the  surroundings 
of  the  two  cut  no  figure,  in  the  final  estimate  of  the 

value  of  the  two  lives.  It  was  the  way  that  they 
lived  that  told  the  story. 

The  world  has  crystallized  its  belief  in  the  age- 

old  sayings  that  the  greater  the  cross  the  brighter 
the  crown,  and  the  heavier  the  burden  the  longer 
the  rest.  I  do  not  believe  it.  I  believe  that  the 

victory  is  not  because  of  these  things,  but  that  we 
have  so  adjusted  our  lives  that  they  were  right  in 

spite  of  our  situations. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  person  can  merit  sal- 

vation by  showing  the  scars  of  life's  shackles.  But 
I  do  believe  that  the  victory  is  to  him  who  can  tru- 

ly say  that  he  tried  to  do  that  which  was  right  inde- 
pendent of  the  surroundings  that  he  in  no  way 

could  help,  and  which  he  accepted  as  not  to  be 
questioned  when  he  could  not  control  them. 

Lewisburgh,  Union  Co.,  Pa. 

BE  PROMPT. 

"  Don't  live  a  single  hour  in  your  life  without 
doing  exactly  what  is  to  be  done  in  it,  and  going 

straight  through  it  from  beginning  to  end.  Work, 
play,  study,  whatever  it  is,  take  hold  at  once  and 

finish  it  up  squarely;  then  to  the  next  thing,  with- 
out letting  any  moments  drop. 

It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  many  hours  these 

prompt  people  contrive  to  make  of  a  day.  It  is  as 
if  they  picked  up  the  moments  the  dawdlers  lost. 
If  you  ever  find  yourself  where  you  have  so  many 

things  pressing  upon  you  that  you  hardly  know 

how  to  begin,  let  me  tell  you  a  secret:  Take  hold 
of  the  very  one  that  comes  to  hand,  and  you  will find  the  rest  will  all  fall  into  line,  a 
like  a  company  of  well-drilled  soldi, 
work  may  be  hard  to  meet,  it  is  ea 
if  you  can  bring  it  into  line. 

You  may  have  often  seen  the  anecdote  of  the 

man  who  was  asked  how  he  had  accomplished  so 

much  in  life.  "  My  father  taught  me,"  was  the  re- 

ply, "  when  I  had  anything  to  do,  to  go  and  do  it." There  is  the  secret— the  magic  word,  now! 
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MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  JANUARY,   1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 

not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 

ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 

month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 

nionth  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 

A     brother,     Ord,     $4 ;     Rockton 
(To  be 

Pennsylvania, 
church  $2;  Huntingdon  church,  $9;  members  at 

Glade,  $1.27;  Myersdale  church,  $20.53;  Fred  Gum- 
bert,  Orbisonia,  $1 ;  a  brother  and  sister,  Waynesboro, 

£,25;  Bell  M.  Cohill,  $5.25;  Brethren's  Sunday  school  at 
Mechanicsburg,  $7;  first  Brethren  Sunday  school  at 

Rnyersford,  $6.18;  Abram  Cassel,  Harleysville,  §5; 
children,  Queen,  $2;  total,   S 

Iowa.—'?.  Jane  Badger,  Panther,  §5;  South  Water- 
loo churcb,  $4 1 ;  total,   % 

Illinois.— Rock  River  church,  $4;  Harry  Wingert, 

Si;C.  W.Lahman  and  wife,  ML  Morris,  Sro;  J.  C.Lah- 

man,  Franklin  Grove,  $10;  Arnold's  Grove  church, 
$10.15;  total,   $ 

Maryland.— -M.  W.  Swan,  $1;  Woodbury  Sunday 
school,  Baltimore,  $5.96;  J.  E.  Gnagey,  Accident,  $5; 
a  sister,  New  Windsor,  $20;  a  brother  and  sister,  $1; 

Henry  Shamuel,  25  cents;  total,   % 

<?/,«, —Engagement  Ring,  Leipsic,  $2;  Jennie  Kin- 
sey,  Boyd,  $1;  David  Fultz,  Rushville,  $1;  a  sister, 
Wadsworth,  $2;  Sallie  Shankster,  $2.50;  Sunday  school 

class  of  little  boys,  Harrod,  $1.25;  E.  D.  Messimore, 

50  cents;  a  brother  and  sister,  Tiffin,  $5;  Lewis  Smith, 
McClure,  12  cents;  total,   $ 

Virg inia. —Bethlehem  church,  S7.27;  a  brother  and 
wife,  $2;  a  brother,  Maurertown,  $5;  Greenmount 
.church,  $1 ;  total   S 

Indiana.— Spring  Creek  church,  $2.10;  Cordelia 

Whaley,  Velpen,  50  cents;  Lanah  Hess,  Goshen,  $io; 
William  Leedy,  Pierceton,  $1 ;   S 

Minnesota.— Winona  church,  $5;  total,   $ 

Missouri. -Mrs.  Allie  T.  Gump,  Nevada,  $1;  Mag- 

gie Mason,  Norborne,  $1;  a  sister,  Avery,  $1.65;  Bar- 
bara Wolf,  Plattsburg,  $1;  total,        S 

Kansas.— Sunday  school  at  Mont  Ida.,  $2.05;  a 
brother  and  sister,  Ramona,  $2;  total   $ 

California.— Amanda  Flora,  Lordsburg,  $2;  Covina 
church,  $1.40;  total   S 

Nebraska.— A  sister  in  Christ,  25  cents;  Octavia, 

church,  $1-83;  total   S 

Slate  Unknown—  Bro.  Henry  and  sister  Jennie 

Heistand,  S5;  Mary  Leedy,  Si;  total   $ 

Florida—  Keuka  church,  $1.75 ;  total   S 

Tennessee.— Knob  Creek  church,  55  cents;  total, ...  $ 

Pennsylvania.— Rockton  church,  $2;  Susan  N.  Bak- 

er, $11.71;  Huntingdon  church,  $20.62;  Meyersdale 

church,  $50;  Duncansville  church,  $6.03;  Fred  Gum- 
bert,  $[ ;  Mrs.  Jacob  Potter,  70  cents;  a  brother  and  sis- 

ter, Waynesboro, $15;  a  sister,  50 cents;  a  sister,  Harris- 

burg,  Si;  Ridgeway  church,  $13.73;  Germantown 
church,  Phila.,  $8.02;  Chiques,  $86.44;  J-  R.  Fogel- 

sanger,  Ridge  Dist.,  S5-SO;  Upper  Dublin  church,  $5; 
Huntingdon  church,  $15;  Upper  Cumberland,  85 
cents;  Abram  Cassel,  $10;  Samuel  Hoffman,  $20;  lones 

Kurtz,  50  cents;  a  brother  and  sister,  $6;  total,   $    279  60 

Iowa.— Mrs.  E.  A.  Seabrook,  Wellman,  $3  50;  I.  A. 

Landis,  Shellsburg,  $3;  Deep  River  church,  $5;  Mrs. 

S.  B  Stoneroot,  Clarence,  Si;  Panther  church,  $3.65; 

G.  E.  Goughnour  and  wife,  $3;  South  Waterloo 
church,  $20;  Catherine  Markey.  Cedar  Falls,  $1 ;  Pleas- 

ant  Prairie  church,  $11;  Tom  Heckncr,  Hubbard,  40 

cents;  Isaac  Barnhizer,  Tilton,  $2.50;  Eph.  Lichty, 

Calvin,  $30;  Grundy  Center  church,  $7.70;  C.  Freder- 

ick, $2.50;  English  River  church,  H.  C.  N.  Coffman, 
$2.50;  Deep  River  church,  $10;  J.  P.  Wilson,  Toddville, 
$1;  South  Waterloo  church,  $6;  Samuel  Fikc,  $6;  S.  1. 

Long,  Waterloo,  $5;  total   $    124  75 

Ohio.— J.  B.  Rinehart,  $2.50;  West  Dayton  church, 

$5;  Caroline  Smith,  $2.42;  Richland  church,  $i;  Mi- 
chael Domer,  Baltic,  $1.5°;  David  Fultz,  Rushville,  $i ; 

David  Hoover  and  wife,  Bradford,  $r,  a  sister,  Brad- 

ford, 10  cents;  S.  L.  Bame,  $15;  Lima,  Sro;  J.  P.  Kra- 

bill,  $10;  Pearl  Vore,  Lima,  $1 ;  Anna  Wolf,  Carding- 

ton,  50  cents;  Mary  E.  Miller,  60  cents;  Susie  Dukes, 

52  cents;  Noah  Longanecker,  Hartville,  $  cents;  Oak 

Grove,  $7.50;  Freeburg  church,  $5;  Wolf  Creek 

church,  S3. 75;  Price  Creek  church,  $5. 10;  a  sister,  Lo- 
di,$2;  Rhoda  Aldstadt,  10  cents;  Isabel  Aldstadt,  25 

cents;  Geo.  Kollar,  New  Philadelphia.Sn-So;  total,,  .-S 

Mary/and. — Broadfording  church,  S3.50;  Heaver 

Creek  church,  $5;  Manor  church,  $9.85;  Woodbury 

Sunday  school,  Baltimore,  S3;  J-  E-  Gnagey,  Accident, 

$5;  Bear  Creek  congregation,  $12.61;  a  sister,  New 
Windsor,  $10;  a  brother  and  sister,  $2;  Mrs.  Abram 
Friend.  40  cents;  total,   S 

Pleasant  Hill  church,  $1.50;  Pine  Creek  church,  $1.20; 
D.  E.  Fox,  Shannon,  $1.20;  Lanark  church,  $1.20; 

Pleasant  Hill  church,  $3;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $3;  Sil- 
ver Creek  church,  $1.20;  Rock  River  church,  $22.45; 

SilverCreek  church,  $4.75;  Silver  Creek  church, $1.20; 
Sarah   Runs,   Arcadia,   $2  40;   Cerro     Gordo     church, 

$3;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S3;  Okaw  church,  $11.85;  I- 
Buck,Si.2o;  William  Landis,  $1  So;  David  Eby,  Lena, 

$1  20;  Marlha  L.ihman,  Ml.  Mortis,  $2.40;  Samuel  Hen- 

ry, I. aeon,  $1.20;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $1;  Shannon 
church,  N.  E.  Shirk,  $1  20;  W.  Snell,  Girarcl,  $[.50; 

Okaw  church,  $1.50;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  $3;  Polo 

church,   $6;    William   Trnslle,  $3.60;   Hickory   Grove 
church,  $2.25;  total        ^   $  495  7° 

Iowa.— Coon  River,  $1.20;  C.  M.  Badger,  Panther, 

S1.20;  D.  W.  /.00k,  Dysart,  $3;  W.  D,  Tisdale,  Cedar 

Rapids,  $3;  Garrison  church,  $d;  Adam  Page,  Kagle 
Center,  $1.20;  South  Waterloo  church,  $3;  English 
River  chinch,  <,(>;  Smith  Waterloo  church,  $12;  James 

Christy,  Garrison,  Si. 50;  Elkhari  City  church,  $6; 

Sheldon  church,  $ym;  Dallas  Center  church,  $1.20; 
English  River  church,  S3;  Maple  River  church,  $7; 

Susan  Wise,  $1.20;  English  River  church,  $1.50;  I,  D. 
Trostle,  Kingsley,  $l.:o;  Panther  Creek  church,  $6.20; 

J.  N.  Grady,  Waterloo,  S3;  Grundy  Center  church, 

Si.20;  Eagle  Center  church,  $0;  South  Waterloo 

church,  S3;  East  Kingsly  church,  Si- 20;  English  River 

church,  $1.50;  N.  S.  Sheller,  Irester,  $3;  South  Water- 
loo church,  $34.25;  Panthei  i.  reek  church,  si.20;  H. 

C.  Wenger,  South  English,  $1.50;  Cyrus  Beeghly, 

Si. 20;  Jacob  Keffer,  New  Virginia,  $2.40;  English  Riv- 
er church,  $(.;  Grundy  I  enter  church,  50  cents;  South 

River  church.  $1.20;  English  River  church,  $1.20;  to- 

Total, 

(Used  fori irk  as  needed  by  the  Com 

<    EUROPEAN    FUND, 

in  If.  S.,  Denmark  and  Sweden. 

:.   Surplus,    S807.91;    Rock 

(Used  only  for  Mi 

Illinois. — Decatur  / 

River  church,  $16.35;  Sterling  church,  $5-75;  Yellow 

Creek  church,  $11.35;  Shannon  church,  $1340;  Wad- 
dam's  Grove  church,  $i4-So;  Peter  Royer,  Baders, 

S1.25;  Lanark  Sunday  school,  S24.30;  Milledgeville 

church,  S9.50;  Silver  Creek  church,  $25;  Jos.  Blicken- 
staff,  Oakley,  $5;  Lanark  Sunday  school,  50  cents; 

David  Puterbaugh,  Mt.  Morris,  $36;  Mattie  Lear,  Sel- 

lers, $2.50;  Henry  Keiffer,  Cerro  Gordo,  $io;  Mt.  Mor- 
ris Sunday  school.  S37.20;  Levi  Kerns,  Leaf  River, 

SL25;  Silver  Creek  church,  S8.75:  Pleasant  Hill 

church,  Sio;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $7-5°:  w-  0tter 

Creek  church,  $5;  Blue  Ridge  church,  $2.50;  David 
Bhckenstaff,  Cerro  Gordo,  $5;  Blue  Ridge  church, 
S37S;  Martha  Baker  and  S.  F.,  Farmersville,  $10; 

MaryC.  Lahman,  $30;  Jos.  Blickenstaff,  $5!  Yellow 

Creek  church,  $15;  Panther  Creek  church,  $5;  Okaw 

church,  $14;  Blue  Ridge  church,  $2. 50;  Mrs.  J.  F.  But- 
terbaugh,  $4;  Okaw  church,  $3.75;  Woodland  church, 

$5!  Sterling  church,  S2.50;  Susan  Eikenberry,  S*;  John 

Olsson,  Chicago,  $io;  Yellow  Creek  church,  Sio;  Sil- 
ver Creek  church,  $1.25 ;  Isaac  and  Mary  Shively,  $io; 

Cerro  Gordo  church,  S2.50;  Waddam's  Grove  church, 
SSI  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $5 ;  total   $1,206  76 

/«rtYtfHa.-Salamonie  church,  $4;  J.  T.  Dobbins,  Wal- 

cott,  $5;  Spring  Creek,  S9.32;  J.  D.  Hostedler,  50  cents; 
Alex  Miller,  $2.50;  Union  Center  church,  $2.75;  Union 
Center  church,  $5;  S.  Burkett,  Millersburg,  $1.25; 

Kate  Nelton,  Laconia,  S';  Daniel  Forney,  $1.25;  David 

Stelle,  $i-5o;  John  R.  and  Mary  E.  Miller,  $2;  Yellow 
Creek  church,  $2;  Rock  Run  church,  $1.25;  Isaac 

Shrock,  Middlebury,  Si;  John  E.  Gnagey,  25  cents; 

Francis  Snavely,  $2.50;  Samuel  Cripe,  $1.50;  Win.  Hil- 
derbrand,  50  cents;  Samuel  Neff,  $2.50;  Isaac  Schrock, 

$i;  Portage  church,  Jack  Eurick,  $1.25;  total,   $ 
Kansas.— Mary  Mohler,  Clyde,  50  cents;  Mrs.  A.  J. 

Barwick,  S3.50;  Samuel  Valentine,  S3. 40;  a  brother 
and  sister,  Ramona,  $2;  Sabetha  church,  Sio;  total,  .  .$ 

Minnesota.— Winona  church,  $lo;  the  Nettie  Stein 

Letter  Chain,  $7.30;  total,   S 

Missouri.— Jacob  Crumpacker,  $1.25;  Miss  A.  Ken- 

aga,  Si;   Maggie    Mason,  Rockingham,  $i;    Walnut 
Creek  church,  $2.85;  Fairview  church,  $io;  total,   $ 

Virginia.— Bethlehem  church,  Sio.30;  a  sister,  Bon 

apart,  40  cents;  a  friend,  25  cents;  a  brother  and  wife, 
New  Market.  $3;  Greenmount  church,  50  cents;  D.  C. 

Zigler,  65  cents;  total   $ 

Tennessee—  Sue  Young,    Dove's  Mills,  Sio;  Knob 

Creek  church,  S3-4S:  total,   S 

Oregon.— Coquille  Valley  church,  Sio;  Salem  church, 
S2;  total   $ 

California.— Amanda  F'ory,  Lordsburg,  $1.70;  Co- 

vina church,  $5.60;  total,   S 

West  Virgin  ia—  William  George,  Martin,  20  cents; 
Nan  A.  Breakiron,  75  cents;  David  Horner,  Gillispie, 
Si-  Catherine   Bays,    Russelville,  $3.50;   I,    F.   Ross, 

Simpson,  Si :  total,   $ 

Oklahoma  Territory— Big  Creek  church,  $6.25;  to- 

tal,  * 

tal, 

137  25 

Ohio 

-West   Dayton  church,  si  [,s 

Bryan, 

);   Wolf    Creek 

S3!  John   Kit* 

N.  II.  Newcome 

ner,  Neys,  $1.50;  G.  W.  Bun 
Miami  church,  $i.So;  S.  W.  Blocker,  Greenville, $3.60; 

Ashland  church,  S6;  Black  River  church,  >i  50;  Jona- 
athan  Creek  church,  $1.50;  Lower  Still  watet  church, S3; 

Salem  church,  $3.10;  Logan  chinch,  $2.40;  Ludlow 

church,  $r.2o;  Concstoga  church,  $1.20;  John  Duplcr, 
Si. 20;  Sciic*  a  Church,  $4.50;  Belle  SlanlTiT,  S2.30; 
Swan  Creek  church,  $240;  Logan  church,  $2  ,|o; 

Green  Spring  church,  $1.50;  Jacob  Keen,  Dayton,  g(5; 

A.  A.  Mokerman,  S3;  Price  Creek  church.  $3.60;  Ad- 
am Pfifer,  Si.20;  David  Snyder,  Ashland,  $16;  Maple 

Grove  church,  $3.50;  D.  Martin,  Ashland,  83;  Salem 

church,  $1.25;  Mohican  church,  $12;  N.  I'nplar  Ridge 
church,  $6.30;  Anna  Newcomer,  $1.02;  Logan  church, 

$i  80;  U.  V.  Snyder.  Bellefontaine,  $i.ao;  total,   $ 

Pennsylvanh.—  Rockton  church,  $1.70;  Myersdale 

church.  $27;  W.  Brower,  Spring  City,  $1.50;  A.  Fitz- 
water,  Port  Providence,S3;  Indian  Creek  church, $1.20; 

Welsh  Run  chun  h,  S3;  George's  Creek  congregation, 
$1.50;  William  Brown,  Si. 50;  New  Enterprise  church, 

$9.20;  Woodbury  church,  $1.20;  Huntingdon  church, 
$y.  Huntingdon  church,  S7.62;  S.  N.  Rcplogle,  $3; 
Lancaster  City  church,  $1.20;  Isaac  Replogle,  $1.20; 

Antietain  church,  $1.50;  Green  Tree  church,  $1.20;  An- 

tietam  church,  $6;  Myersdale  church,  S.t;  Jacob  Hom- 

er, New  Enterprise,  $1.20;  Summit  church.  $3;  N.Cou- 
estown  church,  $2.40;  James  Creek  church,  $3.60; 

Johnstown  church,  $2  20;  Abram  Cassel,  $2;  Mrs.  An- 
nie Cupp.  Myersdale,  S3;  Lewistown  church,  Si.20; 

Summit  church,  $1.50;  Green  Tree  church,  Si. 20;  to- 

Chn lov Byn 

Michigan,— A Pennel,  $1;  Eli  Roose,  Buchanan,  $2;  total,  -  - 
Arkansas.— Emma  Detrick,  Huntsville,  $1 ; 

EIReno,  $2;  H.  J.  Beechly,  25  cents;  total,  . . . 

North  Dakota.— Red  River  church,  $2.80; 

Nebraska.— Red  Cloud  church,  $2.75;  total 

Marriage  Notices— -N.  F.  Baker, 
Edm.  Forney,  Illinois,  50  cents;  Charh 

cents,  J.  B.  Ferguson,  Pennsylvania,  \ 

Stouffer,  Pennsylvania,  50  cents;  Lis 

50  cents;  S.  S.  Miller,  Illinois,  50  cents;  B.  F.  Master- 
son,  California,  50  cents;  Isaac  L.  Myers,  Illinois,  50 

cents;  Peter  Forney,  Arizona,  50  cents;  J.  K.  Miller, 

Indiana,  $1;  Lydia  Bucher,  50  cents;  Albert  Berkley, 

50  cents';  S.  M.  Goughnour,  Colo.,  50 
ricks,  Si ;  N.  S.  Gipe.  50  cents;  total, 

Unknown  from  Record.- $9.90;  to 

D.  Boorsall,5o 

cents;  Menno 2  Fahnestock, 

■  Hen- 

Total, 

( Used  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  Tracts. 

Illinois—  Decatur  A.    M.   surplus,  $403.95;  Carrie 

Miller,  Lanark,  75  cents;  Yellow  Creek  church,
  Si-2Q 

tal, 

Maryland.  -Bear  Creek  church,  $7.50;  Maple  Grove 

church,  $3;  Manor  church,  $2;  S.  W.  Khinehart,  $1.20; 
Pipe  Creek  church,  $63;  Broadfording  church,  $2.50; 
Sue  E.  Martin,  Si;  W.  I.  Reichard,  S3;  total,   $ 

Indiana.— Martin  Hoke,  $1.20;  Manchester  congre- 

gation, $1.50;  L.  D.  Wright,  Liberty  Mills,  $3;  Monti- 

cello  church.  $1 .25;  J.  K.  and  Anna  Kline,  $9;  Bache- 
lor Run  church,  $1.20;  A.  Miller,  S2.r0;  Nettle  Creek 

church,  $1.20;  Elizabeth  Neher,  Mulberry,  $1.20;  Mex- 
ico church,  $1,50;  Bachelor  Run  church,  $3.25;  Sue  B. 

Murray,  Nappanee,  Si. 20;  J.  L.  Minnick.  Eaton,  $3; 

J.  L.  Puterbaugh,  Elkhart,  $3;  Turkey  Creek  church. 

$1.50;  J.  C.  and  Lucinda  Mellinger,  $7.20;  Robert 

Metsker,  140  Etna  Ave.,  $6;  Clear  Creek  church.  $3; 

Turkey  Creek  church,  Si.20;  total,   S 

Virginia.— V>.  W.  Neff,  Mt.  Jackson, $3;  J.  E. Grove, 
Mt.  Meridan,  S.i;  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  Winchester,  $3.78; 

John  Graybill,  $4;  Pleasant  Valley  church,  $8.13; 
Cook's  Creek  church,  Si. 50;  Flat  Rock  church,  Sl.50; 

P.  S.  Thomas,  Si. 50;  J.  M.  Garber,  Knightly,  $1.20; 

Middle  River  church,  $1.20;  K.  B.  Moomaw,  $12.50; 

John  Kline,  $1.20;  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  $1.50;  Jos.  Cricken- 
berger,  $1.20;  Abram  Kntpp,  $5;  total   S 

Nebraska—  Bethel  church,  $7.80;  J.  E.  Young,  Be- 
atrice, Si  20;  total,   $ 

Missouri  —  R.  A.  Orr,  Turney,  $1.20;  S.  E.  Logan, 

Rockingham,  $3;  J-  E.  Shanksberger,  $1.20;  Mound church,  S 1 ,20;  total   S 

Kansas.—  Ottawa  church,  $120;  Salem  church,  $3; 

[.  W.  Trostle,  $2.40;  total   $ 

California.— Amanda  Flory,  Lordsburg.  20  cents: 
Covina  churcb,  $2. 40;  total,   $ 

Alabama.— X.  R.  Baker,  Fruitdale,!Si-5°;  total   S 

{Concluded  on  page  /j6.) 
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March 

MV!   Il.l 

The  District  Meeting  for  Southern  Indiana  will 

be  held  in  the  Arcadia  church  April  I,  the  Min- 
isterial Meeting  will  be  held  the  day  before. 

The  series  of  meetings,  held  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Moh- 

ler  in  the  City  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  were  full  of  in- 
terest and  afforded  much  encouragement  to  the 

few  members  residing  in  the  city.  There  was  one 
applicant  for  baptism. 

A  minister  in  the  Disciple  church,  writing  to  the 

Review,  says  he  formerly  spent  S12  a  year  for  to- 

bacco. But  by  the  help  of  God  he  quit,  and  ev- 
er since  he  has  been  giving  that  Si 2  yearly  to  the 

Lord.     A  good  example  to  imitate. 

C-&— When  chanelug  your  address,  please  ni 

Now  York, 
and  nddtes 

t^-Ent. 

e  Money  Order,  Drafts  on 
ed  Letters,  made  payable 

mut  Morris,  III." 
s,   III  .  as  sec   !-  lass  inst- 

Mount  Morris,  111.,  March  7,  1896. 

Eleven  additions    are  reported    in    the  Prices's 
Creek    church.   Ohio. 

We  are  informed  Ihat  Bro.  Peter  Overholtz 

Covina,  Cal.,  is  dangerously  ill. 

he  marriage  notices  in  the  Messenger  are  the 

  ins  of  bringing  quite  a  little  sum  to  the  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board,  for  the  Board  gets  so  cents  for 

each  and  every  notice  appearing  in  the  paper.  And 
what  is  remarkable,  no  one  now  asks  us  to  insert  a 
notice  free. 

It  is  said,  that,  in  addition  to  the  100,000  or  more 

lives  lost  in  Armenia  by  outright  murder  and  star- 

vation, fully  $40,000,000  has  been  in  various  ways 
wrested  from  the  unfortunate  people  who  are 

now  being  persecuted.  No  amount  of  generosity 
can  ever  restore  this  great  loss.  All  the  generous 

people  of  the  civilized  world  can  do  is  to  keep  the 
suffering  from  starving  until  they  can  be  so  situat- 

ed as  to  help  themselves. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Middle  Indii 

held  in  the  Mexico  church.  April  1. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Maryland  will   be   held 
in  the  Long  Meadow  church,  April  16. 

The  meetings  in  the  White  Branch  church,  Ind., 
closed  with  five  applicants.  Bro.  Daniel  Snell  did 
the  preaching. 

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beaiim,  if  nothing  intervened,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  in  Lancaster  City,  Pa., 

last  Monday  evening. 

Thousands  of  people  sing,  "  O,  for  a  thousand 

tongues  to  sing  my  great  Redeemer's  praise,"  when 
in  fact  the  one  tongue  they  have  is  employed 
in  backbiting,  evil-speaking  and  is  used  in  a  hun- 

dred different  ways  unbecoming  devout  Christians. 
Had  they  only  a  clean  heart  they  would  be  aston- 

ished at  the  amount  of  good  the  one  tongue  might 
do.  Let  us  pray  God  to  help  us  make  good  use  of 
the  tongue  we  have! 

The  series  of  meetings  at  the  Pipe  Creek 
church,  Ind.,  conducted  by  Bro.  Daniel  Wysong, closed  with  six  accessions. 

Bro.  James  R.  Gish  is  still  quite  ill,  so  his  wife 
writes  us,  though  he  seems  to  be  improving  very 
slowly,  but  is  by  no  means  out  of  danger. 

Bko.  O.  Perkv  Hoover  writes  us  very  encourag- 
ingly of  the  cause  in  the  West  Dayton  church, 

Ohio.  Eighteen  have  been  baptized  since  last 
April. 

Bro.  J.  E.  Young  writes  us  that  he  is  now  in  the 
midst  of  a  series  of  meetings  in  Beatrice,  Nebr. 
There  is  Bible  reading  and  short  talks  for  one  half hour  previous  to  each  service. 

Since  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  Bro.  T.  T. 
Myers  is  delivering,  to  his  congregation,  Sunday evemng  talks  on  the  Bible  Lands.  He  commenced 
freb.  16,  and  will  continue  until  May  10. 

Bko  G.  E.  Stone,  of  Michigan,  who  was  with 
us  during  the  Bible  term,  writes  that  he  has  now  lo- 

cated in  Carson  City,  Mich.,  a  good  mission  point and  will  devote  much  of  his  time  to  the  work  in that  locality. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  clos- 
ing his  meetings  in  Logansport,  Ind.,  came  to  the 

Mount  to  spend  a  few  days  with  relatives  and 
friends.  He  preached  twice  for  us  last  Sunday once  in  the  Silver  Creek  house  and  once  in  the 
chapel.  H,s  talks  were  well  received  and  we  great- 

ly regret  that  he  could  not  remain  with  us  longer From  here  he  goes  to  Johnstown,  Pa.,  to  engage  in a  series  of  meetings. 

'  We  have  heretofore  mentioned  that  the  Disci- 
ples, Methodists  and  Lutherans  will  occasionally 

baptize  by  trine  immersion  when  it  is  demanded, 
but  we  are  now  informed  that  a  few  weeks  ago  a 
Baptist  minister  in  Anson,  Sumner  Co.,  Kans.,  bap- 

tized a  woman  in  the  same  manner.  Well,  we  are 
glad  to  see  the  different  denominations  gradually 
coming  back  to  the  original  mode.  It  is  some- 

thing that  they  need  not  to  be  ashamed  of,  for  the 
time  was  when  trine  immersion  was  practiced  by all  the  Christian  churches  of  any  note. 

One  of  our  preachers  orders  two  copies  of  Bro  R 

H.  Miller's  "  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended  " to  loan  to  his  neighbors.  In  this  way  he  hopes  t 

reach  people  who  cannot  be  won  by  preaching       ' 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Bro.  James  M.  Neff 
wife  is  very  ill.  Fearing  that  she  might  not  live 
long  it  was  deemed  best  to  bring  her  back  to  their 
former  home  at  Covington,  Ohio,  where  their 
friends  may  address  them  until  further  notice 
The  prayers  of  the  faithful  are  earnestly  craved  ' 

her  behalf. 
Writing  from  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  Feb.  25,  Bro 

A,  B  Fisher  says:  "  The  meetings  here  are  still  g0. 
ing  on.  Eleven  have  been  baptized  and  there  are 
nine  applicants  for  baptism,  with  others  halting  be- 

tween two  opinions.  Sunday,  the  23rd,  both  of  the 
ministers  here  were  compelled  to  go  home,  but  the 
members  had  prayer  meeting  that  night  and 
last  night,  with  the  result  that  Sunday  night  two  of 
the  writer's  children  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side,  and  last  night  six  others.  Bro.  Albert  Smith 
promises  that  he,  with  his  wife,  would  be  here 
to-day,  to  help  the  cause  along,  if  his  wife  is  able 

to  come.     She  has  been  sick." 

Now  and  then  a  paper  slips  through  the  press 
and  then  into  the  mails,  with  only  one  side  printed 
Those  who,  by  chance,  receive  such  a  paper  once 
or  twice  in  the  course  of  a  lifetime,  feel  imposed 
upon  by  having  thrust  on  to  them  a  paper  with 
blank  pages.  They  cannot  account  for  it,  nor  do 
they  accept  it  in  lieu  of  a  good  paper.  But  the 
Lord  has  blank  lives  imposed  upon  him  daily  by 
the  score.  Men  and  women  pass  throucrh  this 
world  without  having  been  of  much  help  to  either 
themselves  or  any  one  else,  and  then  wonder  why the  Master  is  not  pleased  with  them.  How  could he  be  when  their  whole  life  is  a  blank? 

In  one  respect  Dr.  Dowie,  the  faith-healer  of 
Chicago,  started  out  right;  for  he  had  himself  bap- 

tized by  trine  immersion,  and  also  baptized  hun- dreds of  others  m  the  same  manner.  But,  not  be- ing content  with  the  number  of  denominations  now in  existence,  another  has  been  organized  in  that 
city,  to  ̂   be  known  as  the  "Christian  Catholic Church,  with  the  doctor  as  the  "General  Over- 

seer. the  principles  seem  to  be  very  little  dif- ferent from  other  churches,  save  that  divine  heal- 
ing ,s  to  be  the  prevailing  remedy  for  diseases  and he  pers  by  the  seventies  are  to  be  trained  and  sent lit,  two  by  two,  among  the  people.  The  doctor 

seems  to  have  weakened  on  H,.  Z  j  ,,  u""ur If  ,.  ,  °      on  the  mode  of  baptism, 
if  we  understand  the  basis  of  fellowship  cor- 

rectly persons  may  be  admitted  into  the  church by  either  sprinkling,  pouring,  single  or  trine  in, 

mdeedT  ̂     '"^    ̂     ̂    »aptism     line 

The  Christian  Herald  very  prudently  advises 
against  marriages  where  the  parties  are  members 
of  different  churches.  While  they  may  love  each 
other  devotedly,  their  differences  in  faith,  as  well  - 
as  the  interest  they  should  take  in  their  respective 
churches,  will,  in  course  of  time,  more  or  less  al- 

ienate them.  It  is  most  unfortunate,  when  husband 
and  wife,  who  walk  together  pleasantly  during  the 

week,  have  to  separate  on  Sunday  morning"  and go  in  different  directions  for  their  spiritual  food. 
When  selecting  companions  for  life,  young  people 
should  take  this  into  consideration,  for  it  is  too  of- 

ten the  case  that  the  Sunday  morning  divergencies 
weaken  the  tie  that  binds  the  most  loving  of 
hearts.  And  what  is  here  said  against  those  of 
different  faiths  marrying,  should  be  urged  with 
double  emphasis  against  Christians  marrying  out- 

side of  the  church.  Most  of  such  marriages  give 
rise  to  troubles  that  might  have  been  avoided  by 
seeking  congenial  companions  of  the  same  church 
relations. 

TO  ELDERS  AND  PREACHERS. 

The  following,  from  the  Christian  Advocate,  con- 
tains a  lesson  that  we  feel  like  recommending  with 

emphasis  to  all  of  our  elders  and  preachers.  It 
will  bear  a  careful  study,  and  the  suggestions 
ought  to  be  heeded: 

"This  to  pastors:  If  you  have  five  hundred  mem- 
bers in  your  congregation,  and  there  are  twenty- 

five  of  them  that  are  not  walking  as  becometh  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  what  are  you  going  to  do  about 
it?  Will  you  rail  at  the  whole  congregation  from 
the  pulpit?  That  is  the  cheapest  and  easiest  way 
in  the  world  of  dealing  with  the  difficulty.  In  case 
you  adopt  it,  some  people  will  say  that  you  are  a 

y  brave  man.  But  it  is  much  to  be  doubted 
whether  you  will  thereby  accomplish  any  thorough 
reformation.  The  true  course,  provided  you  have 
the  courage,  the  gentleness,  and  the  discretion  to 
adopt  it,  is  to  go  to  the  offenders  face  to  face,  and 
tell  them  what  you  think  is  wrong  in  their  con- 

duct. In  a  great  many  instances  you  can  thus  re- 
claim them.  In  case,  however,  they  prove  incor- 

rigible, you  have  no  option  but  to  apply  the  law  of 
the  church.  One  instance  of  real  discipline,  ad- 

ministered in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  will  do  more  to 
clear  the  atmosphere  than  all  the  tall  pulpit  talk 
that  you  can  do  in  a  year.  You  ought,  of  course, 
to  give  public  instruction  on  all  points  of  morals, 
as  well  as  of  doctrine;  but  hardly  in  a  fulminating 

The  editor  of  the  Sunday  School  Times,  in  a  recent 
issue  of  his  paper,  presents  a  line  of  thought  on 

(  fasting  that  is  interesting  to  contemplate.     He  says: 
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"  We  have  no  reason  for  supposing,  from  the  Bi- 

ble teachings  on  this  point,  that  there  is  any  intrin- 

sic merit  in  either  prayer  or  fasting,  although  there 
is  an  obvious  gain  through  each  of  these  exercises 
in  its  time  and  place.  We  are  not  to  be  blessed  for 

our  much  speaking,  or  for  our  little  eating;  but  we 
can  have  blessings  through  our  drawing  near  to 
God  in  heartfelt,  trustful  prayer,  and  we  can  be  in 

a  better  frame  for  seeking  and  receiving  a  spiritual 
blessing  through  freeing  our  bodies  for  a  time  from 
the  burden  of  their  ordinary  work  in  the  disposal  of 
needful  nourishment.  A  measure  of  fasting  is  es- 

sential to  the  best  intellectual  or  spiritual  exercises. 

Therefore  he  who  would  be  specially  earnest  in 

prayer  on  an  occasion  would  naturally  give  himself 
to  the  exercise  of  prayer,  without  taxing  his  system 
at  the  time  with  the  burden  of  ordinary  digestion. 

This  seems  to  be  the  principle  underlying  the  prac- 
tice of  prayer  and  fasting.  Moses,  and  Elijah,  and 

David,  and  Nehemiah,  and  Ezra,  and  Daniel,  and 

Jesus  himself,  and  his  apostles,  all  fasted  at  times; 
and  there  is  no  prohibition  of  our  doing  as  they  did. 
We  are  enjoined,  indeed,  to  give  ourselves  to  fast- 

ing and  to  prayer  as  exercises  approved  of  God. 
Our  Lord  cautioned  his  disciples  against  a  formal 

and  mechanical  habit  in  fasting  and  in  praying,  but 

he  recognized  the  benefits  of  both  prayer  and  fast- 

ing, and  we  are  privileged  to  shape  our  lives  accord- 
ing to  his  teaching.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind, 

however,  that  several  passages  which  seemed  to  en- 

join fasting  in  connection  with  prayer  have  been 
changed,  in  the  Revised  Text,  so  as  to  omit  the  call 
to  fasting.  Yet  the  principle  as  above  stated  seems 

to  be  recognized  in  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testa- 

ment.   

EDITORIAL  QLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Ten. 

HINDUISM. — THE  TYRANNY  OF  CASTE. 

Since  we  have  started  a  mission  in  India,  it  may 

be  well  for  us  to  know  something  more  about  the 

people  whom  we  expect  to  assist  in  leading  away 
from  idolatry  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God. 

Many  of  our  readers  do  not  have  access  to  books 

containing  information  about  India  and  its  people, 

hence  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  several  letters,  de- 

voted to  the  subject  of  "The  People  of  India,  their 

Beliefs  and  Form  of  Worship,"  might  be  helpful  at 
this  time.  With  this  object  in  view  we  call  atten- 

tion first  to  the  class  known  as  Hindus. 

Of  India's  three  hundred  million*  souls,  by  far 
the  largest  number  are  worshipers  of  the  gods  of 
Hinduism;  and  so  numerous  are  their  gods  that 

Umbalal  Desai,  a  high-caste  Brahman  and  teacher 

of  the  High  School  at  Bulsar,  said  to  us:  "There 
are  three  hundred  million  people  in  India,  and 

there  is  a  god  for  each."  Before  speaking  of  their 
gods,  however,  .we  refer  to  the  curse  of  India, 
Hindu 

CASTE. 

The  word  "  caste  "  meaning  "  race  "  was  used  by 
the  Portuguese,  who  were  the  first  Europeans  to 
trade  with  India,  to  denote  the  classes  into  which 

the  people  were  divided.  The  word  was  changed 

by  English  writers  into  caste,  and  this  term  is  now 

universally  used  when  referring  to  Hinduism. 

Caste  is  so  closely  bound  up  with  the  religion  of 

India  that  it  seems  impossible  to  separate  them. 

There  are  four  great  castes  or  divisions  of  the 

people  in  India,  and  these  again  are  subdivided  in- 
to numerous  smaller  classes.     The  great  castes  are, 

I.  The  Brahmans,  or  priest  class,  who  are  said 

to  have  issued  from  the  mouth  of  Brahma,  the  Hin- 

du god,  at  the  moment  of  creation.  Their  busi- 
ness is  to  read  and  teach  the  sacred  books,  and  to 

offer  sacrifices  for  themselves  and  others.  They 

are  held  to  be  the  chief  of  all  created  beings,  and 

it  is  claimed  that  the  lower  castes  enjoy  life 
through  them. 

*  In  the  absenc 

approximately, 
these  figure: 

2.    The nidi, class 
said  to  have  sprung 

from  the  arms  of  the  god.  They  bear  arms 
and  administer  the  laws  made  by  the  Brahmans. 
The  executive  government  is  vested  in  the  soldier 
caste  alone. 

3.  The  merchant  caste  came  from  the  thighs  of 
Brahma.  They  are  to  engage  in  trade,  keep  cattle, 
cultivate  the  soil  and  loan  money  at  interest. 
They  are  the  Hindu  business  men. 

4.  The  Sudra,  or  servant  class,  are  believed  to 
have  come  from  the  feet  of  Brahma.  They  are 
not  to  be  held  as  slaves,  but  as  servants  of  serv- 

ants. They  are  to  serve  the  classes  above  them, 

and  especially  the  higher  caste.  They  cannot  ac- 
cumulate or  own  property,  and  their  condition 

cannot  be  changed  or  improved. 

From  the  Rig  Veda,  the  book  the  Hindus  call 

their  Bible,  the  following  quotation  is  made,  show- 

ing the  origin  of  caste.  Speaking  of  Brahma  it says, 

"What  were  his  arms,  and  what  his  thighs  and  feet? 
The  Brahma  was  his  mouth,  the  kingly  soldier 

Was  made  his  arms,  the  husbandman  his  thighs, 

The 
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1  his  fix-l.' 
There  is  still  another  class  known  as  Pariahs, 

or  outcasts,  that  is  without  caste.  They  are  the 
most  degraded  of  all  the  people  in  India.  None 

of  the  four  castes  will  hold  any  communication 
with  them.  Food  is  defiled  if  the  shadow  of  a 

Pariah  falls  upon  it.  All  those  who  violate  their 

caste  fall  into  the  low  class,  which  the  Hindu 

mind  regards  as  the  depth  of  vileness.  If  a  man 

and  woman  of  two  different  castes  should  marry, 

they  may  under  severe  penalties  hold  their  caste, 
but  their  children  will  be  doomed  to  become  out- 

cast Pariahs. 

As  before  noted,  these  classes  are  again  subdi- 
vided into  numerous  castes.  The  British  census 

report  for  1S81  gave  no  less  than  nineteen  thou- 
sand and  forty-four  caste  names,  and  these  were 

entered  in  the  order  of  their  relative  importance, 

beginning  with  the  Brahmans  and  ending  with  the 
Pariahs  or  outcasts.  Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 

these  figures  are  taken  from  the  official  report, 

one  might  doubt  their  being  correct.  As  it  stands, 

it  shows  how  hopelessly  India  is  divided  by  caste. 

One  cannot  remain  long  in  India  without  seeing 

the  effects  of  caste.  It  is  one  of  the  great  hinder- 

ances  to  mission  work.  It  builds  a  wall  of  sepa- 
ration between  the  different  classes  that  keeps 

them  from  all  social  intercourse.  It  dries  up  all 

human  sympathy,  and  is  directly  in  opposition  to 

the  great  Christ-given  doctrine  of  the  Fatherhood 
of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  At  home 

we  have  some  idea  of  caste  as  it  exists  between 

the  white  and  black  races  in  the  South,  but  that 

is  but  a  shadow  of  the  power  of  castes  as  it  is  felt 

in  India.  Here  it  is  observed  with  the  strictness 

of  a  religious  rite  and  enforced  by  the  severest 

penalties.  It  determines  with  all  the  power  of  an 
unreasoning  tyrant,  every  Hindu  movement,  from 

the  day  of  his  birth,  until  he  is  laid  on  his  funeral 

pyre,  and  even  here  it  reigns,  for  the  burning  of 
his  body  and  the  disposition  of  ashes  are  subject 

to  the  iron  rule  of  caste. 

The  statement  of  Dr.  Wilson,  an  authority  on 

this  subject,  will  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  how 
the  laws  of  caste  regulate  all  the  actions  of  life 

among  the  Hindus.  Caste  has  ordained  for  in- 

fancy, youth  and  manhood,  methods  of  "sipping, 
drinking  and  eating;  of  washing  and  anointing; 
of  clothing  and  ornamenting  the  body;  of  sitting, 

rising,  reclining;  of  moving,  visiting,  traveling;  of 

speaking,  reading,  listening  and  reciting;  and  of 

meditating,  singing,  working  and  fighting.  It  has 

its  laws  for  social  and  religious  rites,  privileges 

and  occupation;  for  education,  duty,  religious 

service;  for  errors,  sins,  transgressions;  for  inter- 

communion, avoidance  and  excommunication;  tor 

defilement  and  purification;  for  fines  and  punish- 

ents.  It  unfolds  the  ways  of  committing  what  it 

calls  sins,  accumulating  sin  and  putting  away 

sin;  of  acquiring,  dispensing  and  losing  merit.  It 
treats  of  inheritance,  possession  and  disposition  of 

property;  and  of  bargains,  gains,  loss  and  ruin.  It 
deals  with  death,  burial  and  burning;  and  with 

commemoration,  assistance  and  injury  after  death. 
It  interferes,  in  short,  with  all  the  relations  and 

events  of  life,  and  with  what  precedes  and  follows 

or  what  is  supposed  to  precede  and  follow  life.  It 

reigns  supreme  in  the  innumerable  classes  and  di- 

visions of  the  Hindus,  whether  they  originate  in 

family  descent,  in  religious  opinions,  in  civil  or  sa- 
cred occupations,  or  in  local  residences;  and  it 

professes  to  regulate  all  their  interests,  affairs  and 
relationships.  Caste  is  the  guiding  principle  of 

each  of  the  classes  and  divisions  of  the  Hindus, 

viewed  in  their  distinct  and  associated  capacity." 
Whilst  the  rules  of  caste  thus  enter  into  all  the 

simplest  and  most  minute  details  of  life,  there  are 

four  general  rules  that  are  held  more  important 

than  others,  and  these  have  all  the  force  and  power 

of  a  sacred  law,  and  may  be  classed  as  follows: 

1.  Intermarriage  between  persons  of  different 

castes  is  strictly  prohibited.  This  rule  also  en- 

forces child  marriage  and  prohibits  widow  remar- 

riage. A  man  may  marry  as  many  times  as  he 

likes,  a  woman  but  once. 
2.  Restrictions  as  to  the  kind  of  food  to  be  eat- 

en and  its  preparation  by  cooks  who  must  be  of  a 
caste  not  lower  than  those  for  whom  they  cook. 

Dry  food  and  fruits  may  be  eaten  together;  but 

if  these  be  cooked  they  come  under  caste  rules. 

Brahmans  being  the  highest  caste  may  cook  for 

all  others. 
3.  Those  of  different  castes  must  not  eat  to- 

gether, neither  must  water  be  accepted  by  a  high 

from  a  low  caste  person.  Pariahs  or  outcasts,  are 

excluded  from  eating  except  among  themselves. 
4.  The  castes  are  prohibited  Irom  engaging  in 

any  occupation  except  that  which  falls  to  the  dif- 
ferent classes.  The  sons  follow  the  occupation  of 

their  fathers  and  are  not  allowed  to  change  at  will. 

These  iron  rules  fix  a  man's  lot  in  life  in  India, 
and  he  is  absolutely  helpless  to  change  or  alter  it. 

It  destroys  all  hope  and  ambition  to  better  the 
condition  in  life,  and  it  divides  the  people  into  so 

many  classes,  and  separates  them  so  completely 
that  there  is  but  little  unity  of  action  among 

them.  England,  with  her  sea-girl  islands  and  com- 

paratively small  population,  rules  India's  three 
hundred  million  to-day,  because  caste  makes  unity 

impossible.  Were  it  not  for  this  pernicious  sys- 
tem with  its  twin  sister,  idolatry,  India,  with  her 

vast  population  and  her  infinite  resources,  might 
be,  and  would  be,  one  of  the  leading  nations  of  the 
world.  As  it  is,  she  is  ruled  by  a  handful  of  men 

who  are  not  always  alert  for  her  best  interests. 

Well  might  Bishop  Heber  say,  "The  caste  sys- 
tem tends,  more  than  anything  else  the  devil  has 

yet  invented,  to  destroy  the  feelings  of  general  be- 
nevolence, and  to  make  nine-tenths  of  mankind 

the  hopeless  slaves  of  the  remainder." 
An  English  author  of  note  and  authority*  recog- 

nizes the  fact  that  the  British  rule  in  India  de- 

pends upon  caste.  He  says:  "Its  action  tends  to 
arrest  progress,  to  paralyze  energy,  to  crush  manly 

independence,  to  stifle  healthy  public  opinion,  to 

make  nationality,  patriotism,  and  true  liberty  al- 

most impossible.  .  .  .  And  certainly  the  antago- 
nism of  these  caste  associations  has  helped  us  to 

govern  the  country  by  making  political  combinations 

impracticable." 

But  worse  than  all  these,  caste  distinction  al- 
ienates men  from  the  true  God  and  makes  the  task 

of  lifting  them  out  of  ignorance  and  idolatry  and 

leading  them  to  Christ,  a  most  difficult  one. 

D.  L.  M. 

(  To  be  Continued. ) 
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» HOME  »  AND  »  FAMILY  < 

THE  INEXHAUSTIBLE. 

A  man,  in  airs  of  courts  sublime  arrayed, 

Mercy  and  majesty  in  deep  eyes  blent, 
Over  the  hard,  hot  road  on  errand  went 

To  stay  the  passing  breath  of  some  sweet  maid. 

Among  the  throng  that  pressed  him,  half  afraid 
One  strained  to  touch  his  trailing  hem;  she  meant 

To  draw  sure  healing  unawares;  attcnt 

To  that  swift  thrill,  his  course  he  stayed. 

"  Who  touched  me?  "     Ah,  my  Lord  and  Healer  true, 
I  need  thee  so  much,  and  thou  art  great, 

Full  as  the  sea  thy  store,  which  grows  not  less 

By  liberal  gifts  to  cloud  and  lake,  whose  due 

They  pour  back  in  its  bosom;  nor  abate 
Thou  of  thy  grace  the  suffering  world  to  bless. 

— Adaline  Hohf  Beery. 

PRAYER  MEETINGS'  STU1YIBLINCJ  BLOCKS. 

DV    G,   J.    FERCKEN. 

The  following  is  translated  from  a  religious 

French  paper  with  the  hope  that  it  will  be  perused 

with  interest  by  the  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger, and  be  the  means  of  improving  many  a 

prayer  meeting  in  far  America: 
Stumbling  blocks  in  praver  meetings  are, 
Christians  weak  in  the  faith. 

Christians  who  speak  too  much. 
Christians  who  come  too  late  to  the  meetings. 
Christians  who  always  take  back  seats. 
Christians  who  have  theological  hobbies. 

Christians  who  pray  four  times  more  than  is 
needed. 

Christians  who  know  (?)  more  than  the  preacher. 

Christians  who  think  they  have  the  monopoly  of 
holiness. 

Christians  who  are  full  of  fire  and  enthusiasm  at 

meetings,  and  are  dumb  as  fishes  at  home. 

SUNDAY  MORNINQ  AT  THE  PREACHER'S. 

BY   JOHN   CALVIN   BRIGHT. 

A  YOUNG  brother  away  from  home  thus  writes  to 

his  parents  a  description  of  what  he  saw  and  heard 
at  the  home  of  one  of  the  preachers  as  he  made  a 

call  on  Sunday  morning:  "  They  were  just  having 
their  morning  lesson  which  the  father  read  and  ex- 

plained to  his  two  little  boys,  Emmert  and  Paul. 
It  was  the  lesson  for  Sunday  school.  He  then 
asked  Paul  to  give  the  Golden  Text,  but  he  could 

not.  Then  he  asked  Emmert  and  he  gave  the  sub- 
stance of  it.  Then  the  father  repeated  it  and  then 

Paul  was  able  to  say  it.  Then  they  had  prayer  and 

ate  their  breakfast." 
Do  all  of  our  preachers  have  religious  services  at 

home  on  Sunday  morning?  Or,  I  beg  your  pardon, 
do  all  of  our  people? 
New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  find  pearls.  They  are 

mostly  in  deep  waters,  and  it  requires  great  skill  to 

procure  them.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  find  Christ 

when  directed  to  by  the  flesh  and  the  carnal  pro- 

pensities. The  pride  of  the  heart  will  revolt  at  be- 

ing stripped  of  all  its  pretensions.  The  requirements 

of  the  Gospel  are  too  mortifying  to  the  sinner,  be- 
cause he  has  never  yet  examined  his  own  heart  to 

perceive  his  sin  and  wretchedness,  nor  has  he  looked 
into  the  sacred  Scriptures  to  perceive  Christ  and  his 

glory. It  is  said  that  pearls  are  so  strong,  compact  and 
durable,  that  even  fire  does  not  consume  them,  nor 

ordinary  strength  break  them. 

So  with  Christ!  He  is  a  tried  stone,— a  sure  foun- 
dation. No  fire  can  consume  him,  no  infidel  or  Sa- 

tanic power  can  injure  him.  The  gates  of  hell  can- 
not prevail  against  him. 

Pearls  are  the  most  valuable  of  ornaments. 

Those  who  wear  them  are  considered  by  the  fash- 
ionable the  honored  of  mankind.  Christ  is  the  be- 

liever's richest  ornament,  and  all  who  are  adorned 
with  this  pearl  are  the  most  renowned  and  honored 
ones  in  all  the  earth. 

Notwithstanding  the  excellence  and  value  of 

pearls  yet  many  are  ignorant  of  them.  Many  es- 
teem them  no  more  than  pebbles  that  are  trodden  un- 

der foot.  So  with  Christ.  Though  so  very  precious 

in  every  way,  many  are  ignorant  of  him.  Many  de- 

spise and  reject  him.  They  see  no  "  form  nor  come- 
liness" in  him  because  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
standing are  darkened. 

In  the  text  we  learn  that  the  merchant  upon  find- 
ing one  pearl  of  great  price  sold  all  he  had  and 

bought  it.  He  was  willing,  it  seems,  to  give  all  he 
had  for  this  one  valuable  pearl.  So  it  is  with  the 
one  who  has  found  Christ.  He  must  become  willing 

to  part  with  all  else,— surrender  the  world  with  all 
of  its  fascinations.  It  is  amazing  to  contemplate  the 

awful  folly  of  those  who  prefer  earthly  vanities 
to  Christ.  Death  will  soon  cause  them  to  surrender 

all  they  idolize  here  on  earth.  They  will  then  lack 

that  which  alone  is  real  valuable, — Christ,  the  pearl 

of  great  price. 

Jejjersonville,  III. 

'CHEERFULNESS.' 

THE  PEARL  OF  OREAT  PRICE. 

BY  JOHN   HARSHBARGER. 

"Again  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  merchantman,  seek- 
ing goodly  pearls:  Who.  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of 

great  price,  went  and  sold  all  that  he  had,  and  bought  it."— 
Matt.  13:  45,  46. 

Christ's  teachings,  through  symbols  and  parables 
have  ever  been  instructive  to  the  faithful  Bible  stu- 
dent. 

Pearls  are  of  a  mysterious  origin,  found  in  shell 

fish  of  the  oyster  family.  They  are  the  most  costly 
and  valuable  gems  to  be  found  anywhere.  Though 
small  as  they  are,  some  of  them  are  valued  at  enor- 

mous figures.  So  with  Christ,— the  pearl  of  great 
price.     No  human  being  can  estimate  his  worth. 

Those  who  would  find  pearls  must  searrch  diligent- 
ly for  them.  They  are  required  to  encounter  many 

dangers  by  diving  into  the  sea  after  them.  Those 
who  would  find  Christ  must  seek  diligently  as  for  a 
hidden  treasure.  They  are  required  to  press 
through  all  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  life 
and  profession  of  Christ. 

It  is  very  hard,  sometimes,  to  be  cheerful,  when 
troubles  and  trials  assail  us,  but  the  true  child  of 

God  should  look  unto  Jesus,  keep  close  to  him, 

and  he  will  comfort.  He  says,  "  Be  of  good  cheer  " 
To  the  man  sick  of  the  palsy  he  said,  "  Thy  sins  be 

forgiven  thee."     Matt.  9:  2. 
When  Jesus  was  seen  by  the  disciples  walking  on 

the  sea  they  cried  out  for  fear,  but  Jesus  spake  unto 

them,  saying,  "  Be  of  good  cheer;  it  is  I,  be  not 

afraid." 
The  apostle  Paul  suffered  shipwreck,  but  he  ex- 

horted the  commander  of  the  ship  to  be  of  good 
cheer,  as  no  man's  life  should  be  lost,  but  of  the 
ship.  Acts  27:  22.  When  Paul  was  beckoned  by 
the  governor  to  speak  he  answered,  "  For  as  m 
as  I  know  that  thou  hast  been  of  many  years  a  judge 
unto  this  nation,  I  do  the  more  cheerfully  answer 
for  myself."     Acts  24:  10. 

Paul  and  Silas  sang  praises  unto  God  when  in 
prison,  although  no  doubt  they  suffered  much  with 
their  feet  in  the  stocks.  To  our  beloved  brethren, 
who  are  suffering  imprisonment  in  a  foreign  coun- 

try for  loyalty  to  Christ  and  the  church,  I  would 
say:  "  Be  of  good  cheer."  May  the  time  soon  come when  the  prison  door  will  be  opened  and  you  will 
be  allowed  to  go  free. 

We  cannot  always  expect  sunshine  in  this  life, 
but  if  troubles  arise,  try  to  sing  them  away,  instead 
of  fretting  and  grieving  over  them.  The  homely 
saying  has  it,  "No  use  crying  for  spilt  milk." When  soldters  go  into  battle  the  band  plays  some 
cheering  music  to  encourage  them  to  do  their  duty. 
We,  as  soldiers  of  the  Lord,  should  endeavor  to  sing 
praises  unto  him  with  cheerful  hearts.  Christ  says, 
"In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation,  but  be  of 

good  cheer!     I   have  overcome  the  world,"    John. 
16:  33- 

"  Let  it  come,  and  be  not  fearful; 
What  another  day  may  bring; 

For  the  heart  that's  always  cheerful 

Feels  not  half  of  sorrow's  sting." 

Middletowu,  Pa. 

CORRESPONDENCE  *- ■< 
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From  the  Big  Creek  Church,  Okla. 

The  home  ministers  commenced  a  series  of 

meetings  and  continued  for  nearly  two  weeks. 
Two  came  out  and  wanted  to  unite  with  the  people 

of  God,  but  as  their  parents  opposed  them,  they 

postponed  it  for  a  time.  Then  Eld.  Appleman, 
from  Paradise  Prairie  church  came  to  us,  and  also 

Eld.  Samuel  Edgecomb,  from  Kansas.  They  held 
forth  .the  Word  with  power  and  with  the  Spirit. 

Saints  were  built  up  and  encouraged.  Sinners 
were  made  to  shed  tears.  I  think  there  was  much 

good  done.  We  have  one  disadvantage  in  this, 

country,— we  need  a  house  of  worship.  During- 
our  meetings  we  could  not  all  get  into  our  house, 

as  the  crowd  got  larger  and  larger  toward  the  last. 

We  have  now  rented  twenty-five  acres  of  land  and 
are  going  to  plant  it  in  cotton.  Then  the  church 

is  going  to  harvest  it,  and  use  the  means  for  build- 
ing a  church.  Eld.  Edgecomb,  from  Kansas,  has 

bought  a  farm  on  Big  Creek,  in  Oklahoma.  He  is 
a  minister  of  ability  and  will  do  us  good.  We  are 

glad  to  have  him  locate  with  us,  as  we  need  his 
services  very  much.  A.  G.  Fillmore. 

Cashing,  Okla.,  Feb.  22. 

From  Painter  Creek,  Ohio. 

The  Bible  Term  in  the  Pittsburg  house,  of  the 
Ludlow  district,  closed  Feb.  14  with  an  attendance 

of  over  one  hundred,  some  few  being  from  other 

congregations.  This  being  the  first  school  of  this 
kind  ever  held  at  this  place,  the  most  of  us  were 

not  accustomed  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
conducted,  but  we  soon  became  greatly  interested 

and  impressed  with  the  systematic  manner  pre- 
sented in  studying  the  Bible.  There  were  three 

classes,  and  four  recitations  each  day;  also  preach- 
ing in  the  evening.  While  the  six  day  sessions 

were  entirely  too  short  to  make  much  progress  in 
studying  the  Book,  yet  all  who  attended  have 
gained  a  just  conception  of  what  is  to  be  known,  and 
how  little  of  that  is  known. 

Our  quarterly  council  was  held  Feb.  15  in  the 
Georgetown  house.  Nine  letters  were  granted  to 
members  moving  away.  To  fill  these  vacant  seats 

our  elder,  Tobias  Kreider,  urged  that  all  the  mem- 
bers should  go  to  work  and  get  their  neighbors 

and  friends  to  come  to  Christ  and  not  wait  for  the 
minister  to  do  all  the  work. 

Bro.  Granville  Minnich  was  elected  to  superin- 

tend the  Sunday  schools  during  the  coming  sum- 
mer, with  Joseph  Ruble,  Assistant.  A  series  of 

meetings,  conducted  by  one  of  our  home  minis- 
ters,—Eld.  Jesse  Stutsman,— was  begun  at  the 

Georgetown  house  on  last  evening. 

Levi  Minnich. 

Feb.  ig. 

Scraps. 

—"Why  don't  you  write  oftener  for  the  Mes- 

senger," a  sister  wrote  to  me  recently.  My  an- 
swer is:  There  are  so  many  abler  pens  than  mine 

to  fill  its  pages.  The  omission  of  one  item  in  my 

"Scraps,"  some  time  ago,  failed  to  locate  them 
at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.  Several  smaller  omissions, 

or  rather  a  little  abridging,  made  me  say  several 
things  not  quite  true,  but  it  is  too  late  now  to  refer to  it  further. 

—Some  of  our  old  writers,  Bro.  Howard  Miller, 
sister  Burkholder,  and  others,  are  favoring  us  with 
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articles  after  a  long  rest.  I  miss  sister  Carrie 

Anderson's  correspondence  from  Sweden.  Her 
piety  and  her  consecrated  life  were  in  striking 
contrast  with  the  many  pleasure-seeking,  self-lov- 

ing Christians  of  America,  who  have  had  so  many 

greater  opportunities! 
—Sister  Wealthy,  your  "Jottings,"  too,  awak- 

ened a  flood  of  memories.  I  thought  of  her  on 

New  Year's  Day,  as  I  often  have  before.  Twenty- 
three  years  ago,  during  the  cold  winter  of  18/3, 
she  will  remember  how  she  and  the  foreman  in  the 

office,  at  the  old  town  of  Markleysburg,  were  snow- 
bound. Bro.  H.  B.,  the  only  editor,  and  I,  the  only 

typo,  had  to  work  day  and  night  to  get  out 
the  paper.  I  thought  of  her  faithful  work  on  it 
for  years,  when  the  Messenger  came  in  its  enlarged 

form. 
  I  thought  of  her  so  much,   too,  when,  a  few 

months  ago,  brethren  Lane  and  Spanogle  preached 
for  us.  The  former  is  from  her  old  home  church, 

the  place  where  she  so  early  consecrated  herself 
to  Christ. 

  These  brethren   had   up-hill   work  and  sleepy 
congregations  preaching  about  our  duty  in  giving 
to  the  poor,  and  the  propriety  of  supporting  an 

"  Old  Folks'  Home  "  for  our  poor,  ft  is  sad  when 
members  who  have  plenty  of  means  to  spend  tor 
tobacco,  have  to  be  told,  if  their  share  is  fifty  cents 

01  a  dollar,  to  give  to  the  poor.  How  can  we 

pray,  "  God  bless  the  poor,"  and  waste  the  means 
that  he  has  blessed  us  with,  that  we  might  help 

him  to  bless  them  with? 

"  Alas  for  the  rarity 
Of  Christian  charity 

Under  the  sun; 
O  it  was  pitiful 
Near  a  whole  city  full. 

Home  she  had  none! 

If  we  could  only  make  the  beautiful  lines  of 

Longfellow  our  own: 

"And  only  the  sorrow  of  others, 
Throws  its  shadow  over  me." 

i    ,Bro.  Daniel  Walker,  of  Somerset  County,  Pa., 

preached  several  weeks  at  the  Waterside  church, 

closing  about  Christmas.  The  attendance  and  in- 

terest were  good  for  this  place.  Bro.  Walker's 
labors  were  much  appreciated,  but  many  felt  that 

the  meeting  closed  too  soon. 

—Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman,  of  Kansas,  labored  sev- 
eral weeks  at  the  Snider  church,  during  the  month 

of  January,  with  a  crowded  house  and  an  interested 

audience.  There  were  no  direct  fruits  of  labor 

at  either  of  these  meetings,  but  much  good  was 

done  and  perhaps  the  reaping  will  come  by  and  by. 

—Bro.  L.  Y.  Holsinger,  of  Indiana,  is  now 

preaching  for  us  at  the  large  house  at  New  En- 

terprise, having  commenced  a  week  ago.  Many 

of  the  members  are  sick,  and  the  weather  very 

changeable,  but  the  attendance  is  good.  Two  have 

already  applied  for  baptism.  I  report  these  meet- 

ings by  request  of  our  elder,  as  sister  Buck  has 

been  the  authorized  reporter  of  church  news  for 

some  time  here.  How  much  more  these  meetings 

might  be  to  the  churches,  if  all  the  members  would 

awake  to  their  duty  as  they  ought,  if  all  would 

attend  who  could  and  invite  their  unconverted 

friends  along.  Do  we  pray  for  these  meetings  as 

we  should,  and  then  get  our  own  hearts  ready  to 

enjoy  them,  and  work,  that  our  prayer  may  be  an- swered? 

—What  a  new  thing  to  read  a  No.  53  Gospel 

Messenger!  I  wondered  when  the  printers  got 

their  holidays.  [They  had  to  do  without  this 

time.— Ed.]  The  letters  referring  to  our  early 

church-paper  were  interesting  to  me.  The  Gospel 

Visitor  was  a  household  word  in  my  childhood. 

I  cannot  remember  when  I  first  learned  to  read 

its  pages.  I  remember  of  my  mother  churning  and 

reading  it  at  the  milk-house  one  summer  day, 

when  I  was  seven  years  old.  When  she  would 

lay  it  down  I  would  read  the  names  of  the  peopl 

who  died,  and  I  remember  how  bad  I  felt  when 

it  did  not  read  sister  or  brother.  I  thank  God  for 

pure  Christian  literature  and  that  my  mother  never 

said  she  was  not  able  to  take  the  church-paper. 

—What  lessons  we  can   learn   from   the  simple 

faith  of  a  little  child!  Last  autumn,  the  day  our 
missionaries  and  others  sailed,  I  said  to  my  little 
five-year-old  boy,  "Today  our  missionaries  sail. 
Bro  Henry  goes  along."  "  Across  the  ocean  on  a 

big  ship,  and  they'll  see  leopards! "  said  he.  I  said, 
"  Don't  you  think  we  ought  to  pray  for  them  that 
they  don't  drown?"  "Why,  mamma,  they're  good, 
they  won't  drown,"  said  he.  I  thought  about  the 
way  in  which  so  many  people  help  on  the  Lord's 
cause.  They  look  on,  and  think  the  minister  and 

the  Lord  will  do  it  all.  Nestling  up  to  me  some 
time  ago,  after  seeing  from  the  window  a  crowd 

gather  to  baptize  some  converts,  my  little  boy 

said,  "Mamma,  ain't  you  going  to  join  this 
church?"  "Why  do  you  ask  that?"  I  said.  "  O, 
I  thought  you  would  like  to  try  this  church  awhile." 
How  many  people  simply  try  churches  awhile! 

— Last  spring  at  our  District  Meeting,  while  min- 
isters were  telling  how  much  money  was  needed 

to  build  churches,  sitting  in  the  rear  of  the  church 

a  sister  at  my  side  said,  "  If  they  would  sell  big 

sleeves,  they  might  get  a  good  bit."  How  many 
orphan  children  might  be  clothed  with  the  super- 

fluous goods  wasted. 
— At  the  close  of  the  war  for  Independence,  at 

the  opening  of  Parliament  in  1782,  King  George, 
in  a  voice,  choked  with  emotion,  closed  his  speech 

by  saying  that  it  was  his  earnest  prayer  that  "  re- 
ligion, language,  interest  and  affection  might  prove 

a  bond  of  permanent  union  between  the  two  coun- 

tries." What  a  noble  prayer  for  a  subdued  king, 
and  what  a  blessing  if  that  bond  of  union  would  be 

permanent! — Calmly  and  peacefully  the  old  year  seemed 

to  be  dying  until  about  twenty-four  hours  before 
his  death,  when  suddenly  he  starts  convulsively 

with  "wild  and  touching  wail"  as  if  sorrowful  for 
the  aching  hearts  he  had  made. 

"His  winds  like  anthems  roll;" 
They  are  chanting  solemn  masses, 
Singing,  "  Pray  for  this  poor  soul, 

Pray,  pray!" 

Emma  A.  Replogle. 

New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  Feb.  16. 

From  Jennings,  La. 

Eld.  S.  A.  Honberger  and  the  writer  began  a 

series  of  meetings  at  Jennings,  La.,  Feb.  16.  We 

preach  alternately,  and  endeavor  to  make  a  chain 

of  our  work.  We  tried  first  to  impress  the  mind 

with  the  various  features  of  "  Free  Moral  Agency." 

Then  followed  the  "Atonement,"  "  Salvation,"  with 

its  conditions,  etc.  We  are  having  fair  congrega- 

tions. 
The  Brethren  have  just  completed  a  very  neat 

and  comfortable  little  church  in  this  town,  of  the 

following  dimensions:  24  feet  wide,  36  feet  long,  and 

14  foot  ceiling. 
A  very  small  debt,  we  understand,  hangs  over  the 

church,  but  will  be  lifted  in  a  few  days.  The  dedi- 

catory services  will  be  conducted  on  next  Sunday, 

Feb.  23.  We  have  only  eight  resident  members  in 

town,  and  no  minister  at  present,  but  will  be  sup- 

plied from  Roanoke  for  the  present. C.  D.  Hylton. Feb.  a-  . 

A  Letter  from  Sweden. 

"  What  shall  we  then  say  to  these  things?  If  God  he  tor  us, 

who  can  be  against  us?  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but 

delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also 

freely  give  us  all  things?"— Rom,  8:  31,  32. 

These  words  are  a  great  comfort  to  all  who  have 

learned  to  know  Jesus  Christ;  but  a  greater  com-
 

fort to  them  that  are  set  apart  to  tell  the  glad  tid- 

ings of  the  Gospel.  I  feel  happy  in  my  position, 

notwithstanding  the  adverse  circumstances  I  so
me- 

times meet  with.  The  people  whom  I  visit  are 

generally  poor  in  soul  and  body,  and  their  m
isery 

can  not  well  be  described  in  words. 

My  greatest  desire  is  to  open  their  eyes,  t
hat 

they  may  see  the  love  of  God  through  Jesus 
 Christ. 

Yes  "  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  their's  is 

the 'kingdom  of  heaven."  Matt.  5:  30.  Oh,  that 

the  poor  may  see  the  grace  of  God  towar
ds  them, 

that,  though  forsaken  in  this  world,  yet  God  shall 
never  forsake  those  that  seek  him.  This  I  wish  to 

impress  on  the  minds  of  these  people  who  are  de- 
pressed in  soul  and  body. 

Others,  again,  are  satisfied  with  their  condition. 
They  have  been  sprinkled  as  infants,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Lutheran  church.  They  claim  to  be  doing 
right  to  everybody,  and  this  they  have  learned  from 
their  childhood,  and  thus  they  think  themselves  to 
be  Christians.  All  other  churches, — they  say, — 
teach  nothing  but  false  doctrines,  and  they  consid- 

er them  heretics.  Thus  I  and  sister  Carrie  have  to 

go  from  house  to  house,  and  listen  to  their  self- 
righteousness,  before  we  can  get  some  poor  soul  to 
listen  to  the  plain  Gospel  of  Christ.  When  such  a 
one  is  found,  then  I  can  preach  a  sermon  and  they 
are  glad  to  hear  about  a  crucified  Savior.  But  are 

they  willing  to  take  up  the  cross  of  Christ?  Some 
seem  to  meditate. 

Again  we  have  those  who,  if  they  just  get  a  look 

at  us,  say,  "  Get  out  of  here!  We  have  no  time  for 
such  foolishness."  What  are  we  to  think  of  re- 

ligious people  not  having  time  to  hear  about  a  God 

whom  they  think  they  know? 
But  I  am  glad  to  suffer  all  this,  for  his  sake  who 

died  for  me,  and  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  suffer 

with  Christ  as  our  dear  ISro.  Hope  taught  while  he 

was  with  us.  God  grant  that  all  the  lessons  he 

;ave  us  may  help  us  on  more  earni'stly  to  live  and 
uffer  with  Christ,  and  that  we  may  be  his  true  dis- 

iples!  Bro.  Hope  showed  us  what  mighty  works 
nay  be  performed  through  us,  if  we  open  our  hearts 

nore  fully  to  the  flowing  fountain  of  love,— Jesus 
Christ.  May  the  Lord  bless  Bro.  Hope  and  all  the 

brethren  and  sisters  in  America,  for  kindly  reach- 

ing out  to  us  a  helping  hand,  both  in  prayers  and 

means.  Their  reward  shall  be  great.  Matt.  10:  42.' 
I  will  continue  to  trust  the  Lord,  hoping  that 

many  earnest  souls  may  find  the  way  of  life,  and 
that  the  work  here  may  prosper.  We  have  a  nice 
little  church  in  Malmo.  The  members  are  living 
out  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  strive  to  win  souls 

from  eternal  destruction.  May  we  be  as  light- 
houses, ready  to  show  the  traveler  the  right  way  to 

Christ.  "If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?  " 
"  Fear  not,  little  flock;  for  it  is  your  Father's  good 

pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom. 
We  have  precious  promises,  and  we  will  take 

courage  to  spread  the  seed,  and  God  shall  give  the 
fruit  in  his  own  good  time.  May  we  run  and  not 
faint!  Let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  but  especially 
to  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith.  Gal.  6: 

4_io.  H.  Olsson. 

Malmo,  Sweden,  Europe,  Feb.  6. 

"  Everlasting  Consolation  and  Good  Hope 

Through  Grace." 

To  Anna  Lapp, 

Well  Beloved  in  Christ:— Your  precious  letter  is  here.  It  has 

the  fragrance  of  the  upper  Paradise.  It  refreshes 

and  gladdens  my  soul.  You  have  been  taught  of 

God  and  He  will  teach  you  more.  We  are  slow, 

dull  pupils,  and  the  lessons  are  so  high  and  spirit- 
ual that  we  need  patient,  and  often  painful  drilling 

before  we  discern  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  mind 

of  Christ.  We  are  saturated  through  and  through 

with  sin,  and  our  perceptions  have  been  so  blurred 

and  our  sensibilities  so  blunted,  that  Christ  has 

occasion  to  reprove  us  as  He  did  Philip.    John  14:  9. 

But  the  patience  of  our  Divine  Teacher  is  in- 
finite. This  is  only  the  preparatory  department. 

Eternity  is  the  limitless  term  of  our  spiritual  educa- 

tion. We  barely  master  the  alphabet  in  our  mun- 
dane efforts.  The  best  of  us  are  only  juveniles; 

the  most  are  mere  babes;  and  many  have  not  mas- 

tered the  Alpha.  "  No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is 

the  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost!'  I  Cor.  12: 
3.  And  no  man  can  claim  the  Holy  Spirit  save 

through  the  intercession  of  Jesus  Christ.  John  14: 

16,  26. Both  Christ  and  the  Spirit  are  ours  by  faith. 

Acts  11:  17  and  15:  8,  9.  "Unto  you  which  believe 
He  is  precious."     1  Pet.  2:  7. 
You  have  not  over-estimated  the  resources  and 
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sympathy  of  Jesus,  nor  the  power  of  faith.  "  All 

the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  dwelleth  in  Him,"  and 

yet  He  is  as  perfectly  human  as  we  are.  Just  con- 

nect together  Heb.  4:  15,  and  1  Cor.  10:  13,  and  1 

Thess.  5:  23,  24,  and  then  you  will  be  ready  for  I 

Pet.  1:  8.  Any  soul  that  cannot  sing  the  song  of 

victory  in  stripes,  in  prison,  in  chains,  on  the  bed  of 

affliction,  in  the  passage  through  the  dark  valley, 

has  not  made  close  acquaintance  with  Jesus. 

His  salvation  is  perfect,  the  triumph  of  faith  is 

complete.  To  die  as  Jesus  died,  is  to  rise  as  He 

rose,  and  to  live  as  He  lives. 

This  is  Christianity,  and  only  this.  All  the  ordi- 

nances represent  this  blessed  life;  and  apart  from 

this  participation  of  the  Divine  Nature  all  symbols 

are  but  shams.  We  are  "not  henceforth  to  live 

unto  ourselves,  but  unto  Him  which  died  for  us,  and 

rose  again."  2  Cor.  5:  15.  If  "Christ  is  our  life," 
we  must  be  Divine  in  the  quality  and  manifesta- 

tion of  our  being.  Baptism  never  kills  anybody 

as  to  the  native  characteristics  and  tendencies  of 

life.    And  yet  dead  we   must  be,   and  that   really 

TEC23   30BPBL    2WtHSSS3<r3-SIt. 

me  abundant  occasion  to  taste  the  flavor  of  Paul's 
experience.     1  Cor.  4:  12,  13. 

My  soul  keeps  up  a  constant  repetition  of  Acts 

20:  24.  For  my  bodily  wants  I  appeal  to  nobody: 

for  the  support  of  my  silent  labors  I  am  always 

pleading  Philpp.  4:  19,  at  the  "Mercy  Seat."  "I 
covet  no  man's  silver,  or  gold,  or  apparel."  Acts 
20:  33.  Jehovah  Jirch.  I  glory  in  2  Cor.  6:  9,  10. 

Farewell,  beloved,  and  may  "  the  God  of  all  Grace  " 

March 

are  here,— all  but  the  true  church.     Th> 

three  of 

feel  sure 

the    true 

ere  are  but 

s  here,— two  sisters  and  one  brother f  we  could  only  have  a  minister  com. teach  these  people  the  real  truth,  and 

could  be 

with 

oad    heavenv 

1   old  grandn 

abunda 

3:  16! 

itly  fulfill 

Deposit,  Pa. 

you   2  The 

16,    17, 

C.  H.  Balsb 

From  the  Salem  Church,  Ohio. 

Our  regular  quarterly  cou 

hursday.  Considerable  busir 

eeting,  all  of  which  was  a; 

r  as  possible.     Our  solicitors 

icil  was  held  last 
:ss  came  before  the 

amicably  disposed 

for  the  missionary 

and  radically,  before 

of  our  Lord. 

Without  being  in 

tion  we  have  no  life  in  us. 

our  history  is  the  crucifixion 

so    that    we   are   really   in 

sh,. the 

likeness  of  Hi: 

resurrec- 
he  supreme  point  in 
If  that  be  thorough, 

the  likeness  of  his 

death,"  the  uprising  into  life  eternal  will  be  as 
certain  as  the  present  enthronement  and  media- 

tion of  the  Redeemer.  Very  wonderful,  very  glo- 

rious, very  blessed  is  the  Christ-life.  He  origi- 

nates it,  sustains  it,  perfects  it,  "I  live,  yet  not  I, 

but  Christ  liveth  in  me."  Gal.  2:  20.  This  must  be 

a  fact  of  consciousness  not  to  be  questioned.  "  I 

know:  I  ̂m  persuaded,  "  is  the  emphatic  language  of 
faith.  2  Tim.  I:  12.  The  naturally  impossible 

does  not  stagger  our  faith.  Rom.  4:  17-21.  Our 

Redeemer  is  omnipotent.  All  the  mighty  forces  of 
Nature  are  as  pliable  to  Him  as  this  pen  to  my 
hand  and  will.  We  must  never  separate  the  two 

"possibles"  in  Matt.  19:  26,  and  Mark  9:  23. 
If  faith-healing  is  rare  among  the  Brethren,  we 

must  be  honest  enough  to  refer  the  fact  to  the  true 

cause.  Many  unholy  reasonings  prevail  to  verify 
the  discontinuance  of  miracles.*  "The  body  is 
for  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  for  the  body."  I  Cor. 
6:  13.  It  is  here  where  our  error  lies,— self-inter- 

est,  lust,   passion,  appetite,  indulgence.     This  has 

k,  —  brother  and  sister  Sollenberger, 

their  semi-annual  report.  They  report  the  follow- 

ing amounts  for  the  year:  India  mission,  S21.45; 

Home  and  European,  324.16;  Asia  Minor,  S8.50; 

General,  S54.38;  total,  S108.49.  Brother  and  sister 

Younce  were  appointed  as  solicitors  for  this  year. 

Brother  and  sister  Wcnger  made  a  report  of  their 

solicitation  for  the  Book  and  Tract  Work:  Amount 

received,  S14.6S.  Brother  and  sister  Mill 

appointed    solicitors    for    this    work    the 

other  comes  and  talk, 

me  oftentimes,  and  she  says  her  only  want 

true  light.  Please  think  of  our  need,  dear  breth! 
ren,  and  remember  us  at  the  Throne  of  Grace 

If  God  turns  any  of  your  thoughts  or  feet  toward 
us,  we  will  be  only  too  glad  to  answer  any  or  all 
inquiries  by  mail,  or  entertain  all  who  wish  tr> 
visit  us.  Any  one  wishing  to  know  of  our  part 
of  California  will  please  write  to  my  brother,  who 

is  also  a  brother  in  Christ,  addressing  him  as  fol 

lows:  Philip  R.  Wagoner,  Whittier,  Cal.  Anyone 
wishing  to  cheer  a  weary  heart,  will  please  write 

me, — a  sister  in  trouble.  Tena  Conner 

Whittier,  Cal. 

From  the  Moscow  Church,  Idaho. 

Some 

year. 

The  church  concluded  to  have  a  Bible  school 

some  time  next  fall  or  winter,  if  suitable  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  for  the  same. 

Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 
nion,  Ohio,  Feb.  25. 

to-day zed  the  faith- 
His  resources 

ants  are  the  same. 

"How  is  it  that  ye 

Let  us  be  just  and 

nd  let  us  not  make 

prayers 

You 

shut  out  the  Holy  Sp: 

faculty.     Christ  is  the  sam 

are  not  diminished.     Hum 

The  same  promises  are  o 

have  no  faith?"     Mark  4: 

"not  charge  God  foolishly 
so  much  of  the  present  life  as  to  think 
are    not    answered    because    God   has 

higher  blessing  than  we  asked.    2  Cor.  12:  7-10"" The  greater  blessing  is  the  pledge  for  all  minor 
enjoyments.  Rom.  8:  32.  "Most  gladly,"  and 
"rather,"  of  2  Cor.  12:  9,  is  the  highest  attainment possible  in  this  life.  Christ  drank  a  cup  into  which 
earth  and  hell  had  poured  their  bitterest  ingredi- 

ents, and  yet  He  said,  "  The  eup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?"  John  18:  11. 

ve  made  me  very  glad,  and  humbled  me 
dust  before  God,  by  the  knowledge  that shed  and  refreshed 

tn-ough  my  pen-ministry.  Many  are  the  testi- 
monies I  receive  of  similar  nature.  And  not  a 

few  so  harsh  and  cruel  and  vituperative  as  to  give 

•Our  brother's  assertion  here  is  more  sweeping  than  he probably  intended.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  laree 
majority  of  our  people  do  not  endorse  the  doctrine  of  faith healing.     Ma„y  of   ,hem  have  ̂ ^  ^ 
Ch„s,,an,,y.  and  ,,  certainly  does  no.  seem    us.  to  charge .hem  with  "unholy  reasonings"  „„  ,ha.  subject.    The  betfer ay,  1   seems  to  us,  is  not  to  accuse  pious  people  of  "  uuholv 
reasoning      JUs,  because  they  chance  .0  differ  from  us  con faith  healing.    Let  those  who  can  at- 

themselves,  and  enjoy  what 
ve,  personally,  maintain  that 

>ast,  we  nevertheless  believe  in  the 
God,  who  does  some  things  that  we 

trust  him  at  all  times,  and  yet  not  feel  dis- the  faith  of  those  who  havi 
type  of  religion.— Ed. 

soul 

While 

ceming 

tain  unto  this  faith  hai 

may   result   therefrom 
the  day  of  miracles  is 

personal  providence  of 

may  not  fully  understand,  and  fortu 
or  woman  who  can  trust  him  at  all  ti 
posed  to  que 
claims  to  the 

From  La  Porte  Church,  Ind. 

Eld.  H.  W.  Kreighbaum,  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  the  writer,  were  called  to-day,  to  the  bedside  of 
sister  Thersa,  wife  of  brother  R.  J.  Shreve,  of  Wa- 
terford.  At  her  request  we  anointed  her  for  the 

healing  of  her  sickness.  The  occasion  was  very 
solemn,  and  was  witnessed  by  quite  a  number  of 
brethren,  sisters  and  friends.  Sister  Shreve  has 
been  suffering  for  months  from  a  disease  of  the 
stomach,  that  baffled  the  best  medical  skill  to  be 
had.  She  is  reduced  in  flesh  to  a  mere  shadow,  and 
her  end,  at  best,  can  be  but  a  few  days  distant,  but 
for  the  interposition  of  Divine  power,  which  she  be- 

lieves she  has  now  secured  through  the  anoint- 
ing. She  confidently  expects  that  the  Lord  shall 

raise  her  up.  Thurston  Miller. 
La  Porte,  Ind.,  Feb.  24. 

From  Whittier,  Cal. 

I  sit  by  the  bedside  of  my  son,  who  is  ill  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  while  I  fan  him  I  read  the 
Messenger.  Many  of  the  members  in  Indiana 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  Colorado  remember  me  as 
Tena  Wagoner,  but  I  am  not  here  to  take  up  the 
Gospel  Messenger's  valuable  space  in  talking  of 
just  myself.  Wi'h  my  family  I  lived  in  Wyoming 
twenty  years.  During  that  time  I  attended  but 
one  of  our   meetings.    That 
years  ago,  near  Longmont,  Col 
did  the  preaching.     May  22   1895   ' 
and  I  left  Rankin,  Wyo.,  but  I  deter 
stop   traveling   until  I  found   some 
ones,  for  my  childre 

about  fourteen  hundi 

to   Whittier,    where   my    brotht 
Now   we    have   to    go   twelve   1 
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never  even  seen  one  of  our  m 
son  is  fourteen  years  old  and 
All  he  knows  of  the  Brethren 
the    Messenger  and    what 

vas   about 

lyfiv 
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Flory 
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to  associate  with.     We  came 

d  miles  in  our   wagon   here 
and    sister    live. 
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yet   he  ha 

that   have 
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v  on  a  sick-bed. 
what  he  reads  in 

I    have    taught    hi 

yet  la 

:hurch. 

I  cannot  half  e 

passed  through  the 

whole  heart's  desir 
to  Christ.     Whittie: 

great  desire  to  unite  with   our 

:press 
flood myself.     Lately  I    have 

'nd    fire,    and    now    mv 

to  see  poor  sinners  brought 
mostly  a  Quaker  town,  but 

nearly  all    the    different    religious,    denominations 

5  we  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 

w  churchhouse,  and  continued  until  the  16th. 

seemed  almost  persuaded.  Jan.  17  brother 

and  sister  Barklow,  wife  and  I  went  by  private 

conveyance  to  Bro.  Enoch  Faw's,  about  thirty-five 
miles  east  of  here,  and  commenced  meetings  the 

next  evening  at  the  Forest  Grove  schoolhouse. 

Jan.  25  we  held  a  council-meeting  and  organized 
a  church,  to  he  known  as  the  Grafton  church. 

Bro.  Jacob  Faw  was  elected  and  duly  installed  in 

the  deacon's  office.  Bro.  Enoch  Faw  was  chosen 
foreman,— Eld.  S.  S.  Barklow  having  the  oversight 
of  this  and  also  the  Moscow  church.  The  same 

evening  at  preaching  one  dear  sister  came  forward 

and  the  next  morning  was  buried  with  Christ  in 

baptism.  Bro.  Barklow  did  the  preaching  till 

Feb.  3,  when  J:hey  were  called  to  Moscow  on  ac- 

count of  the  illness  of  their  daughter.  The  meet- 

ings were  continued  by  Bro.  Enoch  Faw  and  the 

writer  till  the  evening  of  Feb.  8,  when  we  closed 

with  a  full  house  and  good  interest.  The  next 

morning  we  commenced  meetings  at  the  Nixon 

schoolhouse,  about  four  miles  farther  southeast^ 

and  continued  each  evening  till  Feb.  15. 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  we  held  two  services  at. 

the  Forest  Grove  schoolhouse.  All  these  meetings 

were  well  attended  and  the  interest  good.  The 

doctrine  of  the  Brethren  was  new  to  a  great  many, 

but  we  think  there  are  many  that  are  counting  the 

cost  and  may  decide,  ere  long,  to  enlist  in  the  Mas- 

ter's service.  J.  U.  G.  Stiverson. 
Feb.  21. 

MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  JANUARY,   1896. 

{Concluded  from  page  151.) 

Oklahoma.— BigCreek  church,  Cushing,S!.5o;tolal,s       1  50 
West  Virginia.— Hewn  Run  church,  S1.20;  total,.  -S       I  20 
North  Dakota.— Cando  congregation,  75  cents;  total,  S  75 

Total,   si. 069  80 

( Used  only  for  tlu  Mission  in  India.) 

Illinois.— Children's  Mission,  Girard,  $28.00;  C.  W. 
Lahman  and  wife,  Mt.  Morris,  $20;  total   S     4809 

Pennsylvania.— A  brother,  Ord,  $4;  Sarah  J.  Puter- 
baugh,  Philadelphia,  S5;  Pearl  and  Ida  Benner,  $1; 

Huntingdon  church,  ?8;  a  brother  and  sister,  Waynes- 

boro, S25 ;  Abram  Cassel,  Harleysville,  S5 ;  total,   S     48  00 
Maryland.— Broadfording  church,  S2.85;  Manor 

church.  87,04;  several  members,  75  cents;' a  sister, 
New  Windsor, $20;  a  brother  and  sister,  $1 ;  total, -■■■$     3'  64 

Virginia.— Bethlehem  church,  Si  70;  Botetourt 
missionary  circle,  S2632;  Greenmount  church,  50 

cents;  Ida  Garber,  New  Market,  Si;  total,   S     20  S3 
Ohio.— gallic  Shankster,  Ainger,  S2.50;  Freeburg 

Sunday  school,  $19.51;  Middle   District  S2.10;  total,..  S     24  ■■ 
Iowa.— A  sister,  Panther,  $1;  Dallas  Center  church, 

S425;  Viola  Stutesman,  Kinross,  60  cents;  total   S      5  8S 

Minnesota.— Winona  church,  S5 ;  total   S       5  °° 
California.— Vinnie  Stoner,  Lordsburg,  S2;  Aman- 

da Flory,  Lordsburg,  Si ;  Covina  church,  Si ;  total   S       4  °° 

Michigan.-SmiReld  church,  S3.74;  total   $       3  » 
Tennessee.— Knob  Creek  church,  $1;  J.  O.  Molsbee, 

Gillenwater,  S1.30;  lotal   S      2  3° 

Kentucky.— S,  N.  McCann,  Louisville,  SI.88;  total,.?       '  88 

Total,      $205  03 
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WASHINGTON  CITV   MEETINGHOUSE. 

( A  house  in  Washington  is  greatly  needed  in  order  that  the  church  there 
...  ./„  we  effectual  -cork  and  have  the  advantage  oj  a  permanent  house, 

','.,„  CommM'e  frofoses  to  ouild  as  soon  ds  sufficient  funds  are  raised. 
Donatio"  marked  thus  (•)  are  in  response  to  sister  Ella  Williams!  /nofo- 

Ohio.— Sarah  E.  Kauffman,  De  Graff,  Si;  Pittsburg 

Sunday  school,  Darke  Co.,  S6;  Lick  Creek  church, 

915.74;  total   S     22  74 
Pennsylvania— Yzm\  Shoop  Hill  Sunday  school, 

S4.15:  Mrs-  H.  L.  Griffith,  Myersdale,  Sio;  Abram 
Oissel.  Harleysville,  S2;  a  sister, S.  Strabane, si;  total,  s     17  15 

North  Dakota— A  sister,  SI ;  total   S       1  00 
lowa.-h  sister,  25  cents;  total,      S  25 

Kansas.   ,  Caney,  25  cents;  total   S  25 

Total, 

Ohio. — David  Lytle,  Townwood, 

Iowa.— Henry  Shelly,  Pierson... 

Illinois.— -D.  Puterbaugh,  Mt.  Mo 

Home  and  European  M 

Missionary  and  Tract  F 

Asia  Minor  Mission,  . . 

Washington  Meetingho 
Book  and  Tract  Fund, 

India  Mission,    
Inte 

Int< 

■Si, 945  °S 
■  S  5  co ■S  274  31 
•S     43  93 

.$   205  03 

Total  amount   S3716  10 
Total  number  of  Tracts  sent  out,  18,947. 

Correction  on  November  Report. — The  s.23.83  credited 

by  "  Lower  Stillwater  church,  of  Ohio,"  to  Home  and  Euro- 
pean Mission,  should  be  credited  to  Asia  Minor  Fund. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 
a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  nuws  from  a  far  country." 

Denver  Mission,  Colo.— The  mission  here  is  still 
moving  forward,  though  we  have  preaching  only 

once  on  Sunday.  We  have  prayer  or  social  meet- 
ing on  Sunday  and  Wednesday  evenings.  Our 

teachers'  meeting  is  held  each  Friday  evening. 
There  seems  to  be  a  good  interest  throughout  all 

■G.A.  White. of  the  ser 

Covington,  Ohio.— Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh,  of  Wood- 
land, Mich.,  commenced  his  labors  with  us  on  the 

evening  of  Feb.  6,  and  closed  the  evening  of  the 
23rd.  The  meetings  were  well  attended.  The 

preaching  was  acceptable  to  the  believer  and  all 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  services.  There  were  two 

baptized  and  one  is  to  be  restored.— /.  J.  Rosenber- 

ger. 

Rock  Run,  Ind. -Feb.  18  Bro.  A.  H.  Puter- 
baugh came  to  us  and  gave  us  eight  doctrinal 

sermons  which  were  well  prepared  and  a  credit 

to  him.  He  gave  us  eleven  sermons  in  all. 
They  were  instrumental  in  the  building  up  of 
the  members,  and  accomplished  their  desired 

end.  He  left  impressions  that  cannot  be  easily 
obliterated.—./?.  W.  Davenport. 

Johnstown  Church,  Pa.— We  have  just  closed 

an  interesting  series  of  meetings  at  this  place,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  W.  A.  Gaunt,  of  Elk  Lick,  Pa., 

who  came  to  us  Feb.  15,  and  continued  until  the 
26th.  He  held  forth  the  Word  with  power.  The 

interest  was  good  during  the  entire  meeting  and 
we  feel  that  many  are  counting  the  cost.  Two 
dear  souls  were  made  willing  to  forsake  sin  and 

walk  with  the  people  of  God.— M.  M.Johnson,  Sola, 
W.  Va.,  Feb.  27. 

A  Minister  Wanted.— I  see  so  many  accounts  of 

good  meetings  in  the  Messenger  elsewhere,  that 
}  am  made  to  wonder  if  the  help  we  need  so  much 

in  Texas  must  go  unheeded.  We  need  a  minister. 
Who  will  come?  We  would  be  willing  to  assist  a 

■"mister  to  some  extent,  if  one  would  locate  with 
us-  We  have  a  good  farming  country.  I  have 
jived  here  ten  years.  We  have  two  good  schools 
m  Lingleville.  I  would  like  to  correspond  with 

ai>y  members  who  think  of  coming  to  Texas.— IV. 
H-  Hall,  Lingleville,  Erath  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  23, 

Notice.— The  District  Meeting  for  the  Middle 
District  of  Indiana  will  be  held  in  the  Mexico 
hurch,  Miami  Co.,  Ind.,  April  1,  1S96.  Delegates 

are  reminded  to  come  prepared  to  settle  with  the 
District  Treasurer.—/  H.  Wright. 

Sevastopol,  Ind.— Bro.  John  Appleman,  of  the 
Union  congregation,  came  to  the  Beaver  Dam 

church  Feb.  22,  and  preached  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, Sunday  and  Sunday  evening.  He  earnestly 

contended  for  the  Word  of  God,  to  the  entertain- 
ment and  edification  of  all.—/.  E.  Warren. 

Jerico,  Mo.— Feb.  22  Bro.  W.  H.  Miller  and  wife, 
sister  Clara  Clark,  and  the  writer,  went  to  Sand- 

stone, Mo.,  to  hold  a  few  meetings.  Bro.  Miller 

preached,  in  all,  four  soul-cheering  sermons,  which 
were  food  for  the  soul.  Two  young  souls  came 

out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized  We 
had  good  attendance  and  attention.  There  is  not 

a  place  in  Southern  Missouri,  where  our  ministers 
could  do  more  good  in  building  up  the  cause  of 

Christ  than  at  Sandstone.—  Ada  Clark,  Feb.  26. 

Lost  Creek  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  S.  J.  Swigart,  of 
Lewistown,  Pa.,  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Cross  Roads  meetinghouse  Feb.  15,  preaching,  in 

all,  eleven  soul-cheering  sermons.  Two  precious 

souls  were  made  willing  to  come  out  on  the  Lord's 
side.  Bro.  Swigart  is  an  able  expounder  of  the 
Bible.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  cold  weather, 

the  meetings  were  well  attended  and  good  order 

prevailed.  The  brethren  and  sisters  were  encour- 

aged to  go  on  in  the  good  work  of  the  Lord.—/.  B. 
Frey,  East  Salem,  Pa.,  Feb.  25. 

White  Branch  Church,  Ind.— f  commenced  meet- 

ings here  Feb.  6,  and  closed  the  25th.  The  weath- 
er was  unpleasant,  yet  the  attendance  was  fair 

and  the  interest  good.  We  closed  with  a  full 

house  and  a  good  feeling.  As  an  immediate  re- 
sult five  united  with  the  church.  Four  were  bap- 

tized during  the  meetings.  One,  who  came  out 

the  last  night,  requested  to  be  baptized  next  Sun- 
day. There  were  others  who,  we  feel,  are  near 

the  kingdom.  March  7  I  expect  to  commence  a 

series  of  mee'ings  at  Adamsboro,  Cass  Co.,  Ind. — 
Daniel  Snell,  Sidney,  hid..  Feb.  28. 

Powell's  Valley,  Oregon  —This  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Feb.  15,  to  transact  the  business 
that  came  before  the  meeting.  Bro.  M.  M.  Bashor, 

from  the  Salem  church,  is  our  elder,  and  was  pres- 
ent. All  passed  off  with  a  spirit  of  love.  One 

was  added  to  the  church  by  letter.  The  writer 

and  wife  were  granted  letters  of  membership. 
This  church  is  now  without  a  resident  minister. 

Bro.  Jacob  Bahr  and  wife  expect  to  move  to  that 

point  next  May.  May  the  good  Lord  continue 

to  bless  the  members  of  the  Powell's  Valley  church! 
—J.  A.  Royfr,  Damascus,  Ore.,  Feb.  iS. 

Clarence,  Iowa.— Feb.  23  I  closed  an  eight  days' 
meeting  in  Muscatine  City,  Iowa.  Two  were  add- 

ed there  by  letter.  While  the  attendance  was 

rot  large,  owing,  in  part  at  least,  to  stormy  weath- 
er and  sickness,  the  interest  was  good.  The  pros- 

pects, I  think,  are  good  to  gather  some  into  the 
fold  at  this  place  in  the  near  future.  May  God 
bless  the  seed  sown!  Bro.  B.  F.  Miller  gave  them 
one  sermon  and  Bro.  George  Manon,  of  Kansas, 

also  one.  Bro.  Manon  had  just  closed  an  interest- 

ing meeting  with  us  at  the  Pleasant  View  church, 
and  was  on  his  way  to  his  old  home  in  Ohio,  to 

hold  a  series  of  meetings.— John  Zitck. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  Daniel  Wysong, 

of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  came  to  us  Feb.  8,  and  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  which  he  continued 

until  Feb.  25.  He  preached,  in  all,  twenty-three 

very  able  and  interesting  sermons.  The  church 

undoubtedly  has  been  revived  and  built  up  by  the 

earnest  efforts  of  Bro.  Wysong,  as  assured  by  the 

large  crowds  in  attendance  and  the  active  interest 

taken  by  all.  Six  came  out  to  serve  the  Lord  and 

were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.  Two 

were  baptized  previous  to  this;  one  of  them  has 

since  passed  to  the  other  shore,  making  a  total 

of  eight  accessions  since  my  last  report. — W.  B. 

Dailey,  Pent,  Ind.,  Feb.  26. 

Aurora,  Nebr.— Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver,  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa,  came  to  us  Jan.  31  and  stayed  until 

Feb.  21,  holding  up  the  doctrine  of  our  Lord  and 
Master  Jesus  Christ.  We  had  two  applicants  for 
baptism,  and  one  was  reclaimed.  Many  others 
are  counting  the  cost.— Jonas  W.  Say  lor,  Jan.  25. 

Abbottstown,  Pa— Sister  Susan  W.  Baker,  of 
Abbottstown,  Pa.,  was  robbed  of  her  purse  and 
money  on  her  way  to  Annual  Meeting  last  spring. 
The  Brethren  and  friends  collected  sufficient  funds 

to  complete  her  journey.  For  this  she  was  very 
thankful,  especially  to  brethren  D.  M.  Click,  of 
Virginia,  and  A.  Rowland,  of  Maryland.  She  now 
contributes  S10.51  to  the  missionary  cause.  She 
never  recovered  any  of  the  money  that  was  taken. 

Besides  the  above  she  also  contributes  St. 20, — her 

yearly  offering. — Mary  K.  Baker. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.— The  members  of  the  Muddy 
Valley  church,  Berwyn,  Custer  Co.,  Nebr.,  met  in 
council  Feb.  15.  Eld.  S.  M.  Forney  came  Feb.  14 
and  presided  over  the  council.  A  visit  was  made 
and  considerable  business  came  before  the  meet- 

ing. All  passed  off  satisfactorily.  A  number  of 
members  came  from  the  South  Loup  church.  Bro. 

Forney  preached  ten  soul-cheering  sermons.  One 
came  out  for  baptism  and  two  letters  were  granted. 

At  this  date  Bro.  Forney  is  engaged  in  a  series 

of  meetings  at  Arcadia. — D.  M.  Ross,  Feb.  2$. 

York,  Pa. — We  just  closed  a  series  of  meetings 
begun  by  Bro.  Samuel  Utz,  of  New  Market,  Md., 

and  continued  by  Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  of  Hunts- 
dale,  Pa.  Three  dear  souls  were  made  willing  to 

come  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Many  more  were 
made  to  tremble,  but,  Felix-like,  they  put  it  off 

for  "  a  convenient  time."  Both  of  the  brethren 

preached  the  Word  with  power,  and  it  is  astonish- 
ing that  people  can  turn  away  from  the  truths 

when  they  are  brought  so  vividly  before  the  minds 

of  intelligent  men  and  women. — Abram  S.  Hershey, 
Feb.  15.  , 

Middle  River,  Va.— The  members  of  the  Middle 
River  congregation  held  their  quarterly  council 

Feb.  22.  We  elected  our  delegates  both  to  Dis- 
trict Meeting  and  Annual  Meeting.  We  also  sent 

one  query  to  District  Meeting.  Eld.  J.  M.  Cline 
represents  us  in  Annual  Meeting,  brethren  John 
Wright  and  D.  S.  Garber  in  District  Meeting.  We 
also  elected  the  Superintendents  for  the  Sunday 

school,  and  set  the  day  to  organize  the  fifth  Sun- 

day in  March.  Eld.  J.  M.  Cline  is  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  Bro.  D.  S.  Garber,  Assistant.—/.  F. 

Miller,  Knightly,  Va.,  Feb.  24. 

Price's  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— The  members  of 
the  Price's  Creek  church  commenced  a  series  of 

meetings  Feb.  8.  Bro.  A.  G.  Crosswhite  came  to 
our  assistance  Feb.  10  and  remained  until  the  25th, 

preaching,  in  all,  twenty-three  sermons,  besides  one 
funeral  discourse.  The  weather  was  very  unfavor- 

able; the  attendance  and  interest  were  good.  The 
members  were  encouraged  and  sinners  turned  to 
God.  Eleven  souls  made  the  good  choice  and 

were  baptized.  Six  were  quite  young.  They  were 

regular  attendants  of  the  Sunday  school.  Many 
more  were  near  the  kingdom,  but  simply  neglected 

the  one  thing  needful.  Bro.  Crosswhite  did  a  good 

work  while  with  us..— Joseph  Longanecker. 

Laurens,  Iowa.— Our  elder,  Jacob  D.  Haugh- 

telin,  came  to  us   Feb.   20  and  preached  five  soul- 

cheering    sermo 

The 
eather   and   attendance 

re  good.  We  held  our  council-meeting  Feb.  22. 

All  business  brought  before  the  meeting  was  dis- 

posed of  in  a  Christian-like  manner.  We  have  de- cided to  hold  our  love  feast  June  27  and  28.  We 

have  also  decided  to  organize  our  Sunday  school 
March  1.  We  have  our  social  meetings  every  two 

weeks.  We  have  no  resident  minister  with  us, 

but  hope  that  some  minister  will  move  in  and 
locate  with  us.  There  is  a  good  opening  here  for 

a  church.  We  are  an  organized  body  of  twenty- 
six  members.  Brethren  seeking  a  location  can  do 

well  by  locating  with  us,  as  land  is  low  in  price  and 
we  have  a  good  country.  Any  minister  going 

through  Laurens  or  Fonda,  is  invited  to  stop  and 

give  us  some  meetings. — Percival  Suiter. 
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North  Creek,  Ohio.— Bro.  Jacob 

Driver,  of  Lima,  Ohio,  came  to  us  Jan. 

18  and  preached  for  us  until  Jan.  28. 

The  members  were  encouraged,  and 

sinners  warned  to  flee  the  wrath  to 

come.  Three  were  willing  to  forsake 

sin  and  walk  in  newness  of  life.— 

Dclphos  WclUr. 

Astoria,  111.— Bro.    Flory   came    to 

our  place   again    Feb.    [8.     Two    di 

souls  were  awaiting  baptism,  and  w 

baptized  that  day.     He  began  preai 

ing  the  same  evening  at  the  Walnut 
church.    The  attendance  and  interest 

have   been   good   and    some  are   very 

near  the  church. — Matlic  Davis. 

Notice.— The  District  Meeting  of 

Western  Maryland  will  be  held  in  the 

Long  Meadow  church,  four  miles  north 

of  Hagerstown,  on  the  third  Thursday 

in  April.  All  delegates  coming  by 

railroad  should  write  to  the  under- 

signed, that  conveyance  may  be  se- 

cured for  them  to  the  place  of  meet- 

ing.— D.  F.  Stouffcr,  Benevolo.,  Md„ 
Feb.  24. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa.— Bro.  Moses 

Dierdorff.  of  Yale,  Iowa,  held  a  week's 
meetings  for  us  in  Des  Moines.  There 

was  excellent  interest  and  lasting  im- 

pressions were  made.  We  would  be 

pleased  to  have  him  come  again. 

Our  Sunday  school  is  growing  and 

the  children's  meeting  is  increasing 
an  interest  in  Bible  study.— Ida  W. 

Hofi,  '606  E.  Lyon  Street,  Feb.  24. 

Chestnut  Grove  Church,  W.  Va  — 
We   have    meetings   regularly    at   the 

chu 

twn 

month;  also  prayer  meeting  each  Sun- 

day evening.     The  Brethren  have  reg- 

ular   appointments    at    a    number    of 

points  on  the  outskirts,  thus  enlarging 

the  borders  of  Zion.     The  membership 

ng    somewhat    scattered,    we   ha: 

de  arrangements   to  erect  anoth, 

church   in  this  County  in  the  sprin 

which   will    be   a   great    help    to    our 

work.     On  last  Sunday  a  young  broth- 

er and  two  young  sisters  put  on  Christ 

by  baptism. — Minnie  Sanger,  Feb.  18. 

Covington  Church,  Ohio— On  the 
Isaiah  Rairigh 

iched  twenty- 

ons.  Notwith- 
clement  weath 

well  attended. 

ening  of  Feb.  6  Bro. nd    pr 

Independence  Church,  Kans.— Bro. 

J.  H.  Neher  came  to  us  Jan.  25  and 

preached  each  evening  until  Feb.  4, 
delivering,  in  all,  twelve  sermons  in 

his  usual,  vigorous  style.  As  an  im- 

mediate result  two  chose  that  good 

part  which  shall  never  be  taken  from 

them.  The  church  also  advanced  the 

writer  to  the  second  degree  of  the 

ministry  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.— 
David  Setts. 

South  English,  Iowa.— This  church 

met  in  quarterly  council  Feb.  22 

A  good  representation  of  members 

was  present.  Quite  an  amount  of 

business  came  before  the  meeting. 
Among  the  work  done  Bro.  J.  D 
Coffman  was  re-elected  delegate  to  An- 

nual Meeting.  Bro.  S.  F.  Niswande. 
was  elected  clerk  of  church.  Yester- 

day our  Sunday  school  at  the  south 

church  was  reorganized.  Brethren  J. 
D.  Coffman  and  D.  A.  Kieser  are  con- 

tinued as  Superintendents.  We  are 

using  the  Brethren's  helps  this  year 
Before  this  year  we  used  the  Testa- 

ment, taking  our  lessons,  as  recorded 

in  rotation.- 5.  F.  Brower,  Feb.  24. 

Garrison,  Iowa.— Bro.  Garner,  ol 
Grundy  Center,  Iowa,  commenced 
preaching  for  us  Feb.  2,  at  1 1  A.  M., 
and  preached  each  evening  until  Feb 
9.  Then  he  preached  three  sermons 
besides  giving  a  talk  to  the  children 
after  Sunday  school.  After  preaching 
at  the  churchhouse  in  Garrison,  he 
was  taken  five  miles  west  to  a  school- 
house,  where  he  preached  at  3  P.  M. 
Then  he  came  back  to  Garrison  and 
preached  again  at  half  past  seven  in the Br 

years,  but  active  in  the  cause  of  the 
Master.  This  evening  Bro.  Witmore, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  is  to  commence 
a  series  of  meetings  at  our  church, 
and  we  hope  to  report' good  results.— 
Rochet  C.  Christy,  Feb.  22. 

line  soul 

landing  the  cold  and 

r,  the  meetings  wer 

Iro.   Rairigh   preached   the   Word   of 

Truth  earnestly  and  faithfully.    Three 

ious  souls  renounced  Satan 

pernicious    ways.     Two    of    them 

:     baptized    and    one     reels 

Others    are    counting    the    cost.    We 

feel  that  the  good  seed  sown  will  yet 

pring  foith  and  others  come  to  Jesus. 

As  there  was  great  interest  manifest- 

ed, we  closed  the  meetings  with  re- 

luctance. We  feel  to  praise  God  for 

the  happy  results  obtained.— Oran  S. 
Yount,  Feb.  24. 

Plum  Grove,  Kans.— We  met  at 

the  Plum  Grove  schoolhouse  Feb.  22 

for  the  purpose  of  organ 

After  devotional  exercises  it  was  left 

to  a  vote  whether  we  were  willini 

organize  into  a  separate  body  under 

the  general  rules  of  the  Brotherhood. 

All  present  voted  in  the  affirmative 

Bro.  Studebaker  then  read  over  a  list 

of  elders.  From  the  list  Bro.  Stude- 

baker was  unanimously  elected,  the 

rate  being  taken  by  ballot.  Bro. 

ieller  then  read  the  chapter  describ- 

ng  the  duties  of  a"  deacon.  The 
nembers  decided  to  elect  one  deacon, 

ind  the  lot  fell  on  Bro.  Jacob  Stuts' nan.  Laura  Thomas  was  chosen 

Secretary  and  Bro.  S.  Thomas,  Treas- 

rer.  It  was  decided  to  have  two 
ouncil-meetings  a  year,  to  be  held 

the  first  Saturday  in  April  and  the 
first  Saturday  in  November.— Laura 
Thomas. 

-MATRIMONIAL- 

"  What  therefore  God  hath  joined  togethei 

CROSBY-DUBOIS.-At  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  in  Greene,  Iowa,  Feb.  16,  1896, by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Winn  Crosby  and 
sister  Cynthia  Du  Bois,  both  of  Greene,  Iowa. 

Harvey  Eikenberry. 

HARNISH-MYRES.-At  the  home  ot  the 
undersigned,  in  Ozawkie,  Kans.,  Feb.  9,  1806 
Bro.  Elias  Harnish  and  sister  Mary  E.  Myres 

both  of  Jefferson  County,  Kans.    J.  A.  Root.   ' 
LONG-MYERS.-At  the  residence  of  the 

bride's  parents,  near  Morrill,  Kans.,  Feb.  10, u6,  Bro.  John  Long  and  Emma  G.  Myers. 
J.  S.  Mohler. 

BOLLINGER.-A,  the  Silver  Creek  church, 
Ohio  Feb.  ,7,  ,8,6,  sister  Effie  Bollinger, 
daughter  of  Bro.  Henry  Seashuls,  aged  27 
years,  10  months  and  19  days.  She  leaves  a 
Jusband  and  two  children.  She  was  a  faith- 

ister  and  loved  by  all.  Funeral  services 
conducted  by  Bro.  Win.  Dessenberg  of 

Ashland,  Ohio.  A.  A.  Throne. 

KELLEY— At  Homeworlh,  Ohio,  Feb.  19, 

1896,  Julia  Ann  Kelley,  ajed  69  years,  11 

months  and  1  day.  She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number  of 

years.  Services  by  the  writer,  from  I  Cor. 

■5:51-54.  inclusive.  Eli  Stroup. 

YODER— In  the  Quemahoning  congrega- 
tion. Pa.,  Feb.  3,  1896,  sister  Sarah,  wife  of 

Bro.  John  Voder,  aged  58  years,  9  months  and 
26  days.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  E.  J. 

Blough  and  S.  P.  Zimmerman. 

J.  S.  Zimmerman. 

fECKER— In  the  Upper  Cumberland  con- 
gregation, Pa.,  Feb.  15,  1896,  sister  Margaret 

Ecker,  aged  74  years  and  13  days.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  the  Brethren,  from  I 

Thess.  4,  latter  part.  J.  E.  Hollinger. 

JUDD— In  the  bounds  of  the  Root  River 
cburch,  Minn.,  Feb.  12,  1896,  Martha  Judd, 

aged  57  years,  9  months  and  14  days.  Funeral 
services  improved  by  the  writer,  from  the 

words,  "  Set  thine  house  in  order,  for  thou 

shall  die  and  not  live."         J.  Broadwater. 

SPADE. —  In  the  Ludlow  congregation 

hio,  Feb.  8,  1896,  John  G.  Spade,  aged  80 

years,  7  months  and  12  days.  The  deceased 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  the 

greater  part  of  his  life  and  was  preceded  to 
that  long  home  by  his  wife,  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  many  years 

ago.  Much  of  the  time  during  his  last  years 
his  health  lias  been  very  feeble.  He  leaves 

two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Funeral 
ices  conducted  by  brethren  Tobias  K 

and  Jesse  Stutsman.  Levi  Minni 

ZUCK.-At  Lanark,  111.,  Feb.  8,  1896,  Mary 
lien  Zuck,  aged  35  years,  2  months  and  12 

days.    Deceased  was  horn  in  Franklin  County, 
Pa.,  Nov.  26,  i860.    She  was  united  in  mar- 

riage to  J.  S.  Hartle,  Sept.  10,  1879,  at  Smith- 
burg,  Maryland.    She  united  with  the  Breth- 

ren church  in  1884  and  has  been  a  cons 
Christian   ever  since.    She   was  a  kind 
loving  companion,  a  go^d  neighbor  anc 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her   J 
best.    Services  conducted  by  Eld.  David  Row- 

land and  I.  Bennett  Trout.        D.  Rowland. 
STONER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Slate 

Creek  chu-ch,  Kans.,  Feb.  11,  1896,  of  pneu- 
monia, sister  Elizabeth  Stoner,  aged  about 

88  years.  After  the  death  of  her  mother  in 
Virginia,  ■■  Aunt  Betsy,"  as  she  was  familiarly called,  lived  with  her  brother  Samuel  and  his 
family,  until  her  death.  In  l86i  she  emigrated 
with  her  brother  to  Ray  County,  Mo.,  and  in 
1862  to  Gentry  County,  Mo.  In  1880  they 
came  to  Sedgwick  County,  Kans.,  where  she 
lived  until  her  death.  She  united  with  the 
Brethren  church  when  twenty 

age,  having  been  a  member  ah 

years.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer,'  assist ed  by  Bro.  Jacob  Troxel,  from  2  Cor.  5:9. Eld.  John  Wise. 

STOFFER.-At  Homeworth,  Ohio,  Feb.  22 
896,  Catharine  Stoffer,  aged  86  years,  : 
months  and  19  days.  Deceased  was  a  consis 

it  member  of  the  Mennonite  church  fo 
ny  years.  The  funeral  sermon  was  no 

preached  on  account  of  the  illness  of  her  soi 
ith  whom  she  lived.  It  will  be  preached  ai 
on  as  circumstances  will  permit.  Shor 
rvices  by  the  writer.  Eli  Stroup. 

BAIL.-In  the  Ten  Mile  church,  Washing 
n  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  15,  1896,  sister  Mary  Jam 

Bad,  aged  about  60  years.    She  was  the  widow Reuben  Bail,  who  departed  this  life 
about  one  year  ago.    She  leaves  one  son  wb 

ed.     Six   children  preceded  her  som 
years  ago.    Sister  Bail  took  a  trip  to  Florid operate  her  health,  but    rapidly    grew 

and  came  home,  after  which  she  lived 
short  time.    Sister  Ba: 

)er  of  the  church.      Al 

years    of 

KEPHART.-In  the  Duncansvillc  chur 

at    East    Freedom,   Pa.,    Feb.    14     rg,^        ' 

ter  Susan   Kephart,  wife  of  Bro.' JohT'C 
hart,  aged  61   years,  6  months  and   10  da 

Funeral  services  in  the  Lamersville  church ^ 

Sunday,   Feb.   16,   conducted    by    Bro.    Bri°n 
Sell,  from  Rev.  22:3.    A  few  days  before  he! 
death    she    called    for    the    elders   and   w anointed.    Deceased  leaves  an  aged  husband 
and  four  children.  D.  S.  Replogle. 
STOCKMAN.-In  the  Yellow  River  district 

Ind.,  Feb.  10,  1896,  Wm.  Ernest  Stockman  son 
of  Bro.  Samuel  and  sister  Mary  Stockman 

aged  10  years,  5  months  and  25  days.  Funeral' 
services  by -Eld.  Sellers. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Sellers. 

KIRKPATRICK.— In  the  English  River 

congregation,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa,  Feb.  12,  1896 
from  an  injury  received  a  few  days  previous 
in  coasting  down  hill,  Clarence  E.  Kirkpatrick 
aged  13  years,  2  months  and  14  days.  Funer- 

al from  Luke  24:  t,  last  clause. 
Peter  Brower. 

SHICK.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Maple  Grove 
church,  Decatur  Co.,  Kans.,  Feb.  7,  1896,  Mary 
Mildred,  daughter  of  Bro.  Isaac  and  sister 
Alvira  Shick,  aged  14  years,  6  months  and  1 

day.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  assisted 

by  G.  M.  Throne.  J.  R.  Garber. 

KINDIG.-In  the  'Silver  Lake  church, 
Adams  Co.,  Nebr.,  Feb.  10,  1896,  of  membra- 

nous croup,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Anna  Kin- 

dig,  aged  1  year,  2  months  and  22  days.  Fu- 
neral services  by  Albrecht  Schiffler,  from  Luke 

'8:15-17-  J.  W.  Gripe. 

r 

CLARK.— At  Hooversville,  Pa.,  Quemahon- 

ing district,  Feb.  14,  1896,  after  an  illness  of 

ibout  ten  days,  Bro.  Benjamin  F.  Clark,  aged 

Si  years  and  3  months.  Deceased  leaves  a 
.vife  and  seven  children.  Eld.  E.  J.  Blough 
ind  Bro.  S.  P.  Zimmerman  conducted  the  fu- 
leral  services.  p.  J.  Blough. 

HOFFMAN.— In  the  Johnstown  church,  Pa., 

in.  27,  1896,  Bro.  William  Hoffman,  aged  50 
1  services  by  Eld. 

FORD.— In  the  Johnstown  church,  Pa.,  Dec. 

,    1895,  of   complication  of  diseases,  sister 
ranees  Ford,  aged  64  years,  11  months  and  15 

days.    Funeral  services  by  Eld.  David  Hilde- 
brand.  a.  J.  Strayer. 

WRENCH.-At     Litchfield,    111 

Feb    17 

1896,  Daniel  Wrench aged  74  years 
10  months and   9  days Deceased   1 vas   born 
in    Darke County,  Oh 

0,    April 
8,  1 

821.    At 
the  age  of 

fifteen  he  e 
migrated with his  parents  to  Bond County,    111 
He  wa rried   to 

Mary  Wil- 

iams,  Dec. 

12,  1844. 

Th 
s  union 

vas  blessed vith  three 

children, 

two 

of  them 

with  their mother,  are dead.    He  er 

nigrated 

to  Wiscon- 

in  in  1845, 

but  retu 

ned 

to  Bond  County  the ame     year 

He    wa 
irried    to 

Sorannah 

WATKINS.-In   the  Cedar  Creek  church 
ont  Ida,  Kans.,  Jan.  28,   1896,  Bro.  Peter  H. 

Watkins.  aged  s8  years,  3  months  and  25  days 
is  disease  was  dropsy,  from  which  he  was  a 
fferer  three  years,  but,  although  his  sufter- 

great,  he  bore  them  patiently.    He the  church  twenty-one  years 
e  Studebaker,  and  has  been 

rker  ever  since.    He  has deacon  for  many  years. 

a  good   man   and   loved  by  all  who 
m.     He  was  anointed  a  few  weeks  be- death.    He  leaves  a  wife  and  family 

Funeral  preached  by  Bro.  Jesse  Studebaker 

sted  by  Bro.  Sidney  Hodgden,  from  Rev' !3'  George  Colbert. 

tized 

ago,  by  B; faithful,  earnest 

served  the  church 

[885  he 

Woodling  March  18,  1852.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are 

still  living.  He  removed  to  Christian  County 

1  to  Macoupin  County  in  1876.  In 

ime  to  this  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  He  united  with  the 

church  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  and 

d'ed  in  the  same  faith.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 

six  children.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Chas. 

Gibson,  assisted  by  C.  C.  Gibson,  at  the  Breth- 
ren church,  Litchfield,  111. 

Isham  R.  Beanb 

FINLEY.— In  the  Ashland  church,  Ohio,. 
Feb.  12,  1896,  Mrs.  Sadie  Finley,  aged  77 

years,  10  months  and  18  days.  She  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  March  3,  1818. 

She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  eight  of 

whom  are  living.  Funeral  at  the  Dickey 
church  Feb.  14.    Services  by  the  writer. 

W.  F.  England. MACKEY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Richland 

church,  at  Gabon,  Ohio,  Feb.  9,  1896,  sister 

Catharine  Mackey,  aged  82  years,  2  months 
and  22  days.  Deceased  was  born  in  Germany, 

Nov.  11,  1813.  Her  maiden  name  was  Catha- 
rine Isenbise.  She  was  married  Feb.  2,  1832, 

to  Robert  Mackey,  in  Franklin  County,  Pa. 

To  them  were  born  eight  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. The  husband,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 

ter preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  Six 
children  mourn  the  departure  of  a  kind 

mother.  She  has  been  a  faithful  and  consis- 

member  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren 
church  for  about  forty-six  years.  Funeral  at 

"  ")li,  Ohio,  Feb.  12,  1896.  Services  by  the 

r,  w.  F.  England. 
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..  M.,  Dls 

■     «  -..VMlll 
it  Meeting  of  Northeast- 
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ng    of  Norther 

ADf.  16  and  17,  District  M*efcln trlctof  Virginia  In  the  W 
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ist  of  Lyons,  RloeCo. 
4  P  M-,  North  Beatrice  chu 
3  P.M.,  Monitor  church,  K 
1  20,  at  1  P.  M„  Cherry  Gr 

■  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 

Not     prepaid.      Addre 
All  home 

Just  What  You  Want! 

-£s, 

Normals,  Bible  c 

hese  helps  with  your  Sunday 
or  in  a  special  Bible  Class. These  lands  1 

Already  io  liberal  use  in  Bible cLL'pSdm 
Sunday  schools. 

°u™  °°' j  7* 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

pound  (herb  form) 
ties  of  a  full  size  $1.00  bottle  of 
Until  March  1,  l&W,  wo  make  n 
any  who  wish  to  try  Victor  Rei 
for  the  offer,  etc  Three  oent 
you  a  sample  of  Victor  Llvei 
and  a  Frederick  Almanac  for  II 

the  medical  pro 
Victor  Llyer  Sy 

special  low  oitt 

Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

xplanatton,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our Sunday  schools. 

Remember  We  Are  Busy 

pies.  Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fence   Lawn 
ami  Automatic- Gates,  etc.,  to  our  numero 
tomera.    Write  ua  for  prices  and  catalogue, 

THE  HOLL1NGER  FENCE  CO., 

Cattle  With  Horns 
ARE  DANGEROUS, 

TAIN  HORN   PKEVKNTKU. 
KAYTON'S  CEK 

New 

Brethren  Colony, 
Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 

i  Is  covered  with  a  sp 
red  oak.  maple,  elm, at 
f  open  meadow,  ready 

timber  1: 

1  poplar, 

A  Few  Opinions 

which  no  Bible  stuo^ii 

-Urn 

t  can  afford  t 
College. 

>uM  not  iloivil 
(,  Mil/or,/,  In, 

Aldine  S.  Ki 
Editor  Musical  Million.  V 

Book  and  Chart  may  be  used  together  or  separately 
'Chart,  about  3  It.  by  4K  ft.,  mounted  with  roller  and 
moulding  and  bound  with  tape.    Price,  7S  cents;  book 

i  Agei 
1:-.  utk-ixd. 

BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  CO., 

AMERICAN  COFFEE  PUNT  *™Z^l 
inga  more  pure  and  healthful  drink.  Upon  receipt  t 
Si.oo,  sent  by  draft,  post  office  or  express  order,  on 
package  of  seed  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postpaid,  togetlit 
with  directions  how  to  plant,  cultivate  and  prepar 
Mention  this  paper  when  you  order.  Address,  S.  D.  Og 
&  Co.,  Boo.  Guaranty  Loan  Building,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

■  specially   ailiipti-d   r 

xlmlty  to  Minneapolis,  St.  F 

ping  of  grain  being  only  7Ji  t 

:>{  timber  for  buildl 
Splendid  climate,  ] 
It  is  au  Ideal  place  I 

Our  Publications. 

IE  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religious 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 

ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

r  people 

*    H 

of  our  periodicals  will  be  s 
Sample 

on  applies 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac   Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 

ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents, 

Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 

and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

iriptioi 

■  3Sc 

30  copies  and  over 

Juvenile   Quarterly.— Prepared    especially 

lished,  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Singh 

.  iKc 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va  ' 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 

urther  Information  apply    to   thi 

.  Koch,  17<IE  M  St.,  St.  Paul,  Mini 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 

604  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis 

isive  Brethren  Agent. 

Farm  for  Sale. 

No.  PBB   PAO 
1402  Four  Designs, 

1315  Four  Designs,  1 

.e,  [lowered  b 

e  gilt  edge,  Bl 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

4S  1°  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 
that  I  hive  for  sale 

choice: 
POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes.-Not  Akin. 

Also  a  few  OOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low. 

Address:  O.  E.  FltAXK, 

Brethren's  Settlement,  Howard  Co.,  Ind. 

SEED  POTATOES  \ One    Send   Pol 

Manchester  College.... 

  The  Bible  School. 

eight  students  enrolled  during  the  first   six 
months!     Spring  Term  opens  March  18, 

Departments  of  Instruction: 

Collegiate,  Preparatory,  Normal,  Bible,  Com- 
mercial, Shorthand  and  Typewriting,  Elocu- 

tion, Music,  Penmanship. 

Why  Not  Attend  a  Good  School?  —  Don't 

;;;,.;' 

\m  Fronted,  extra  tine,  h 
.134  EmboaBed  Designs,  1 
1280  Landscape  and  Flov 
8b'  Kmhossed  Flowers,  1 

1206  EmbOHBed  Flowers,  1 
L2i)7  Kmbosaed    Landscn 

...HOLMAN'S... 
SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS, 

1281  Embossed,  extra  fine,  size  o'/tXbyi, .  . 
1287  Birds  and  Landscape,  sizeSxBJ^, .  .  .  ■ 
1291  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  8x6J£, .  .  .  . 

1285  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  3^x6>i, . 
12fl3  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  3i^xSJ-i, .  .  . 
1261  Floe  Scenery,  size  3^zfi^,   

Everybody  who  has 
•sending  (or  a  10-cent  b< 
liUICK  CORN  CURE, 

"bottle  of  D 
the  Liver  a 
Constipatio 

ym  can  dispose  of  it  i>> 
f  DUBBEL'8  DOUBLE 

champion  orall  reme- 
,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc    Why 

3?  The  first  application  stops 
hree  applications  remove  the 
)  greatest  remedies  of  Us  kind 

BL»B    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    for 
twela,  the  best  little  PHI  to  cure 

make  from  $8.00  to  J6.0O  per  day. 
erritory  and  terms.    Address, 

,  DUBBEL  &  CO,,  Proprietors, 

Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  P». 

hurcli    and 'suhofjl    privileges 

'III,,  hunt 

For  term 
CnssCo.,  Ind apply    l" 

1.,  or. 

M.UiKK  .' 

James  T.  Quinlan, r 
j 

ShiDDing  and  Commission  Mercha
nt 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Balti
more,  Md. 

000  "The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 

825J4  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3^,-  ■  .  SOcentB. 

PBB   PACKAGE  OK  250  CARDS. 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue,.  .  .20  cents. 

When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 

ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- tised here. 

engravings,  per  doz- 
liiirt  of  each  lesson, 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  tarnish 

Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  qb 
before  ordering  elsewhere. Address,  ._ 

F->* THREW'"    PUBLISHING  CO,, 

Mi.  Monti,  111 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  - This  is  the  Stylo 

CHAPTER  1. 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of  a. 
 K. Je'aus  Christ,  *the  Hon  of  Da'-  0<?e£l3. 

vid,  c  the  aon  of  A'bra-ham.  o'Jh.  is. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and  <*Oen.  21.2 
"I'gaac  begat  Ja'cgb;  and  /Ja'cgb  *g«J-|*-j 

begat  JO'das  and  his  brethren; 
And  "Jo'das  begat  Pha're^  and  -7&Oen.ffl.a Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  ̂ Pha'rS?  A,Ruth4.i 

This  cut  shows  the  appear- 
k.    It  is  bound 

n  Levant,  divinity  cir- cuit, leather  lined  to  edge,  red 

under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed. 

Don't  fail  to  call  for  No.  1S36  when  j 

Address,  BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 
Mt,  Morris,  111, 
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Baking 
.  Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE   
ft  ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  1 

DISTKICT  MEETIMQS. 

I,  Middle  District  nf  Inillumi.  H 

0,  District  Of  Muryliiinllii  Hi"  I 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

C  Mill. low 

OF   INTEREST  TO  HOME- 
SEEKING   BRETHREN. 

The  Brethren  Will  Please 
Bear  in   Mind  thai 

ALL 
The  Colonics  of  Brethren  in 

North  Dakota  are  Lo- 
cated along  the 

Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 

„.%a.) M  U11:. .WiKiv.vei^ii.jvyi 
concerning 

FREE 
Government  Lands,  snbject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 

WBrcthren  ami  others  who  contemplate 
joining  our/colony  this  spring,  will  please  write 
me  and  1  will  be  glad  to  advise  them  regarding 
freight  and  passenger  rates. 

MAX  BASS, 

230  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Better  Than  Ever! 

TUITION 
FREE... 

We 
s  that 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

■  happy'tn 
Med  1"  Offer  FREE  TUITION  during  the 

spring  term  (beginning  March  18)  to  eight  (8) 

m  Ohio,  eight  (8)  from  Indiana,  six 

(6)  from  Iowa,  six  (6)  from  Illinois,  four  (4)  from 

(3)  from  Michigan  and  three 

(3)  from  Wisconsin. 

Considering  the  small  expense  for  board  thi 

offer  will  afford  several  scores  of  young  peopli 

crior  school  facilities  for  a  term  of  eleven 

ks  at  a  very  small  outlay  of  money.  Apply 

nee  for  terms  of  admission.  If  you  should 

be  first  from  your  church,  it  will  pay  you 

to  be  second  or  third. 

plainly  your  name  and  post 

Mount  Morris  College, 
Mt.  Mo 

JUST 
OISTE 
WORD 

YOUR  INTEREST 

it  Plan, 

ollf  1 

in  lor  1 

tinned  in   Hn1 

Mcpherson  college. 

ints:— Collegiate.   JN 
K'rein],   Stenograph j,     ̂ 
1  Biblical.    Spring  Term  i 

h  lauds  can  be  obtained,  irec  of  cost. 
1  desire  free  Government  lands,  they  can  b 

■  counties  11  in  It  r  tin.'    Homestead  law. 

Homestead  lands,  and   maps  showing  location  ol  s 
ill  be  cheerfully  furnished  free  of  cost. 

By  buying  land  of  us  direct; 

,  Traveling  Emigration  Agent,  to  you 
Furnish  you  detailed  information  and  an 
as  pertaining  to  lands  in  North  Dakota 
:  to  yon.    All  employees  of  the  Land  De 

ing  to  lands  of  the  Nort 
C.  W.  MOTT, 

Bretliern's I  Plain  Clothing  ! 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 

r    the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 

p    Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it, 

f       Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 

|»    our    clothing,    measuring    blanks,    tap. 

> 
r 

> 

easure  and  rules  for  ordering 
nt  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 
easurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 

iderstand  them.  * 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 

f  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 

|l    er  or  goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices 

*  arer 

£  47t
f 

f  We 
f  ll„fm 

sonable.    Addi 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., WARSAW,  IND. 

ve  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  in 

Here  Again  for  1896 

     C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  100  pages  Sxio, 

Fully  illustrated  with  finest  engravings,     Printed  on 
  t  quality  of  paper.     It  la  really  the  finest  book  ot  its 
class  published.     Price,  15  cents,     Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 

MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A,  4gm6 

The  Normal  Deparl 
loard  of  Education  an^ 

ploma.     Seventy-eight    students    .   

  all  specialists  in  their  departmen 
d  the  instruction  is  first  class. 

arAere  obtain  a  complete  course  of  instructs 
without  t;„jiig  elsewhere  to  complete  it. 
Students  can  enter  almost  any  time  and  find  classes  1 

Planting  Trees 
In  February  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal 

e  sell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  c. 
Jresa:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

AGENTS,   READ  THIS! 

'o   (5  (i   day.    People 
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■*■  EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY^ 
One  of  our  correspondents  wants  to  know  what 

we  think  about  birthday  parties,  saying  he  never 
read  of  but  one  in  the  Scriptures,  and  that  was 

Herod's,  which  resulted  in  the  beheading  of  John 
the  Baptist.  We  will  let  our  readers  study  the 

question  from  the  standpoint  named  in  the  tragic 
incident. 

A  recent  issue  of  an  exchange  contains  a  terri- 

ble list  of  deaths,  sufferings  and  crimes.  It  is  a 
summary  of  the  cruel  deeds  of  the  Turks  in  Arme- 

nia. It  is  gathered  from  official  documents  and  can 

be  relied  upon.  The  horrors  herein  named,  and 

their  magnitude,  are  beyond  our  comprehension: 

Total  killed,   39,234 

^les,  women  and  girls  murdered   29.544 
'"sons  burned  to  death  in  the  fires,    1.383 
Ministers,  priests  and  teachers  killed         S  ■ 
Deaths  from  hunger  and  cold    3,2* 
^•iths  in  mountains  and  snow    4,330 
prober  wounded    6,120 
"umber  of  buildings  burned   28,562 
forcibly  circumcised— converted  to  Islam   I5.l8° 
"omen  violated    5.530 

^urches  and  schools  destroyed,       227 
omen  and  girls  forcibly  married  to  Moslems,      1,53- 

len,  women  and  children  destitute   94,770 

'n  the  way  of  education  there  is  yet  a  big  work 

°be  done  among  the  people  in  the  United  States, 
ate  statistics  show  that  there  are  in  our  country 

oearly  six  and  one-half  million  persons   over  ten 
s  °f  age,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write.     It 

"ay,  says  the  Christian  Standard,  be  an  unpleasant 
rPnse   to   older   communities  to    learn  that   the 

( jstern  States  take  highest  rank  in  general  educa- 
fo  "  c  ̂"  ̂tates  west  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the 
"r  Southern  States,  stand  higher  on  the  education- 

's* than  Massachusetts,  while  Nebraska  stands 

»n  M  llead'  W'th  only  3'1  Per  cent  °*  'ts  P°Pulat'on 
a  le  to  read  and  write.    The  public  school  sys- 

tem of  such  States  as  Missouri,  Kansas,  Iowa,  Ne- 

braska and  Colorado,  has  no  superior  in  the  East- 
ern States.  The  large  colored  population  cuts 

down  the  average  for  the  South.  These  statistics, 
however,  speak  well  for  the  West,  where  our 
churches  are  making  rapid  progress. 

I  Even  very  devout  people  sometimes  get  rid  of 
the  hindrances  to  a  holy  life  in  a  way  that  they 

least  expect.  A  revival  was  in  progress  in  one  of 
the  western  towns.  It  is  said  that  among  the  mem- 

bers who  were  aroused  to  seek  a  higher  life  was  the 

wife  of  a  banker.  In  giving  her  testimony  on  Jan- 
uary 27  she  announced  that  she  had  been  led  to  see 

the  inconsistency  of  Christians  decking  themselves 
with  expensive  jewelry.  She  admitted  that  she  had 
a  love  for  these  precious  ornaments  and  had  been 
accustomed  to  wear  them.  But,  she  said,  she  had 

gained  new  light  on  these  matters  during  the  reviv- 
al; and  when  she  dressed  to  come  to  the  service 

that  evening,  she  discarded  rings  and  chains  and  or- 
naments of  all  kinds  and  had  left  them  behind  her 

in  a  heap  on  her  toilet  table.  .On  Tier  arrival  at 

home,  she  found  that  all  her  jewelry  had  been  stol- 
en. The  table  had  been  cleared  and  in  the  place 

of  the  jewels  was  a  sarcastic  note  from  the  thief, 

saying  that  he  had  listened  to  her  statement  in  the 
church  and  had  decided  that  it  would  be  kind  to  re- 

move temptation  from  so  good  a  woman.  Of 
course  the  woman  had  not  expected  her  tempta 

tion  to  be  removed  in  this  way.  But  if  she  was  sin- 
cere in  the  statements  made  in  the  church  she  now 

has  a  way  of  demonstrating  it  by  not  grieving  over 

her  great  loss. 

From  their  earliest  history  the  Disciples  have 

given  no  uncertain  sound  concerning  the  mode  of 

baptism.  They  have  always  maintained  that  im- 
mersion and  that  alone  was  the  primitive  mode. 

But  of  late  they  are  having  some  trouble  with  one 
of  their  churches  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  receiving 

into  fellowship  the  unimmersed.  What  the  editor 
of  the  Standard  has  to  say  on  the  subject  will  prove 

good  doctrine  for  even  our  own  people,  and  will 

apply  to  other  things  aside  from  baptism.  He 

says:  "  But  we  shall  not  judge  the  motives  of  the 

parties  to  the  late  unfortunate  transaction  in  Cleve- 
land. They  made  a  mistake — a  serious  mistake, — 

and  one  that  can  bring  no  real  happiness  in  its 

train.  Those  who  came  in  upon  those  bargaining 

terms  will  not  get  what  they  came  for.  They  will 

soon  realize  that  they  are  out  of  harmony  and  sym- 

pathy with  that  great  brotherhood  whose  fidelity  to 
truth  and  duty  have  generated  an  influence  whose 

swelling  current  is  sweeping  over  the  world.  They 
are  not  in  it.  Those  who  received  them  did  not 

bring  them  in — they  themselves  went  out  to  them, 
and  made  their  abode  with  them.  Let  us  hope  that 

God  in  his  mercy  will  bring  all  these  erring  breth- 

ren to  see  and  accept  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." 

Some  years  ago  the  Salvation  Army  was  ridi- 
culed on  account  of  its  strange  and  odd  methods 

of  reaching  the  people.  The  use  of  military  terms, 

army  uniforms,  the  drum  and  fife,  in  connection 

with  religion,  seemed  altogether  out  of  harmony. 

But  the  army,  in  a  measure,  redeemed  itself  by 

working  mainly  among  the  outcast,  where  it  ac- 

complished great  good,  not  only  in  this  country, 

but  in  England  and  elsewhere.  While  there  is  not 

enough  of  Christianity  in  the  method  of  worship 

to  commend  it,  yet  its  work  among  the  poor  should
 

put  the  churches  to  shame.  But  the  army  has  
met 

with  a  great  misfortune,  from  which  it  is  
not  like- 

ly to  soon  recover.    Gen.   Booth,  who  resides 
 in 

England,  is  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  is  about 
as  autocratic  as  the  Czar  of  all  Russia,  has  decreed 

that  the  division  of  the  army  in  America  shall 
form  to  English  ways  in  a  manner  not  pleasing 

to  those  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  This  has  al- 
ienated Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballington  Booth,  com- 
manders of  the  American  Army,  and  they  resigned. 

Miss  Eva  Booth  was  then  appointed  commander 
of  the  forces  in  America.  It  is  now  reported  that 

Mr.  Ballington  Bnoth  and  wife  propose  to  organ- 
ize a  new  army,  so  that  we  shall  soon  have  two 

Salvation  Armies  in  the  field.  Jealousy  is  proba- 
bly at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  trouble,  and  is 

confined  to  the  Booth  family.  Here  we  have  fa- 

ther, son,  sister,  daughter  and  brother  not  agree- 
ing, and  then  dividing  the  army.  You  say  that 

is  deplorable,— that  they  should  have  kept  their 
troubles  inside  of  the  family.  It  is  not  one  parti- 

cle worse  than  jealousy  among  elders  and  preach- 
ers. They  sometimes  disagree,  and,  as  a  result,  di- 

vide and  scatter  the  flock.  If  the  coffin-lids  should 
close  over  the  remains  of  a  few  leading  spirits  at 
the  head  of  the  Salvation  Army,  the  rank  and  file 

might  stand  united.  That  is  sometimes  the  way 
with  matters  in  the  church.  When  men  seek  their 

own  honor  rather  than  that  of  the  church,  it  would 

be  fortunate  for  the  body  if  such  men  could  re- 
ceive a  call  to  go  hence.  Christ  gave  his  life  for 

the  church,  but  there  arc  just  a  few  too  many  per- 
sons who  want  the  church  to  five  up  its  life  for 

their  honor  and  glory. 

To  the  west  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  Africa,  is  Abys- 
sinia, known  sometimes  as  the  Switzerland  of 

Afrtca.  The  history  of  its  people  extends  into  re- 
mote antiquity,  and  the  inhabitants  claim  that 

their  kings  are  lineal  descendants  of  the  Queen  of 
Sheba.  It  is  probable  that  the  Ethiopian  Eunuch, 

baptized  by  Philip,  came  from  this  part  of  Africa, 
and  on  his  return  carried  the  Gospel  to  his  people. 

A  few  days  ago  the  world  was  startled  by  the 

news  the  wires  brought  from  this  far-away  region. 

Italy  had  sent  an  army  of  nearly  30,000  well-armed 
men  to  subdue  the  fierce  Abyssinians.  But  these 

savage  warriors  proved  more  than  equal  to  the 
task,  for  they  came  upon  the  Italian  army  like 
a  mountain  avalanche  and  almost  annihilated  the 

forces  sent  against  them.  Among  the  far-away 

mountains  of  Abyssinia  lay  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  dead  and  dying  Italian  soldiers  beneath 

the  burning  sun  of  the  Torrid  Zone,  while  their 
relatives  and  friends  in  Italy  were  in  a  state  of 

frenzy.  Oh,  how  cruel  is  war!  Had  Italy  sent 
into  Abyssinia  a  thousand  missionaries,  armed 

with  Bibles,  these  savage  and  war-like  Ethiopians, 
in  course  of  time,  might  have  been  won  over  to  the 

same  peace  principles  characteristic  of  the  New 
Testament  church  when  the  Eunuch  was  sent  on 

his  way  rejoicing. 

BRUMBAUOH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM   FOREIGN   TRAVEL. 

Number  Thirty-five. 

From  here  [the  Dead  Sea]  we  took  a  winding 

road  up  through  the  valley  of  the  Jordan.  As 
there  is  but  little  farming  of  any  kind  done,  the 

most  of  the  way  is  grown  up  with  small  trees  and 

shrubbery,  so  thick  in  places  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  pass  through  them.  At  one  time  these 

tangles  were  infested  with  lions  and  other  wild 
beasts.  Now  you  see  nothing  but  an  occasional 

camp  of  the  miserable  natives,  who  are  n<it  much 
more  civilized  than  the  wild  animals  that  former- 

ly held  these  plains  as  their  homes. 
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After  a   forty-minutes'  ride  we  came  
10  a  u«...r- 

ing-place    on  the  banks   of   the   Jordan.   
  Here   is 

erected  a  large  shed,  supplied  with  
rough  tables, 

benches,  etc.,  making  it  a  suitable  lu
nching  place. 

As  it  was  our  first  approach  to  the  
sacred  stream 

(so  considered  by  the  thousands  th
at  make  their 

yearly  pilgrimages  there  for  the  pur
pose  of  bap 

tizing  themselves  in   it),  we  at  once 

waterside  where  we  had  a  very  refreshing
  an 

joyable   wash,   of  which  we  were   much    i
n 

after  our  warm  and  dusty  ride. 

By  the  time  we  returned,  our  tables  wer
e 

furnished  with  the  excellent  lunch  prepared
  for 

us  by  our  genial  landlord  of  the  New  Gr
and  Jeru- 

salem Hotel.  As  it  was  past  the  noon-day  hour, 

we  were  all  in  a  most  happy  condition  to  enjoy 

the  bounties  set  before  us,  and  it  is  needless  to  say, 

"We  did  eat." 

After  our  meal  was  over  and  we  had  our  usual 

after-lunch    rest,   we   had    a   twenty-minutes'  wal
k 

to  the  "  baptismal  place,"— and  a  prettier  natural 

font  we   never  saw.     On   the  western  shore  there 

is  an  eddy  extending  inland,  from  the  direct  line 

of   the    shore,    some    thirty    feet.     This    forms    a 

beautiful   basin  of  still  water,  deepening  gradually, 

over  a  smooth  bottom  to  any   desired   depth,   so 

that  no  more  favorable   place   for   baptism   could 

possibly   be   desired.     There   is   also    a   very    fine, 

large  open  space  on   the  shore  here,  suitable   for 

placing   tents,    holding   religious    service,    or    any 

preparation    that   could    be   necessary    for    having 

baplisms.     And  we  want  to  tell  you  that  we  had 

a   very    interesting    and    proper    baptismal    scene 

right   then   and    there.     It   would   take   too    much 

space  to  relate  how  it  happened  and  all  the  an- 

tecedents   thereto,— we   only   say   that    in   our   es- 

timation  they   were   legal   and   proper.    The   sub- 

jects were  three  young  ladies,  one  American,  and 

two,  the   daughters   of    A.    Ben-Oliel,    as    named 

before,    of   the   Jerusalem   Union    Mission    for   th 

Jews.     They  are  young  ladies  of  rare  intellectual 

and  religious  qualifications.    They  are  of  age,  in- 

telligent believers  and  they  desired  Christian  bap- 

tism by  trine  immersion.     They  came  to  this  de- 

cision from  a  careful  reading  of  tracts  on  this  sub- 

ject, sent  to  them  by  Bro.  Wilbur  Stover  now  of 
India.    This  was  not  a  baptism  gotten  up  for  the 

occasion,  but  a  real  apostolic  baptism  of  thorough- 

ly conscientious  and  sincere  believers,  baptized  at 

the   same   place  where    the    Christ    was    baptized 

by  the  "Sent  of  God,"— John  the  Baptist.     To  us 
this  was  no  ordinary  privilege,  and  we  shall   never 

forget  the  scene  there  witnessed.     While  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Jordan   are   no   more  holy    than    the 

waters  of  other  countries  and  rivers,  yet  the   as- 
sociations there  are  sacred,  and  it  seemed  to   us 

that   the   Holy    Spirit    is    still,    to    some    extent, 

brooding   over   the   place,   waiting    for    others    to 
come  and  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Master. 

The   preparations  were,  first  the  pitching  of  a  tent, 

then  Bible  reading   and   prayer,    followed   by   the 

baptisms. 
After  the   baptism,   and   after   the    friends    had 

left,   we  tarried,   as   we   could    not   overcome    the 

strong   desire   we   had   of   bathing 

So,  in  company  with  several  otht 
bath   and   the    fulfillment    of   a   k 

ished   purpose.    The   river  here  \ 
feet  wide,   and  though   at  the  driest  season  of  the 

year,   it  was  so  deep  that  it  could  not  be  forded. 

We  pity  the  deluded  ministers  who  sometimes  try 

to    make   their   people   believe   that   there    is    not 
terse  in  baptism, 
n    idea   could   be 

nersion,   but  that 

vere  glad  that  we 
to   witness 

•icho,   where   we   had 

light.     Our   trip  there 

ed  our  faces  towards  J 

arranged  to   stop   for  the 

was  very  similar  to  the  outward  one,  except 
 that 

we  were  a  little  farther  north.  The  whole 
 route 

was  one  of  desolation,  except  in  a  few  
places 

where  we  came  to  the  camps  of  the  wand
ering 

Arabs  with  their  black  tents  filled  with  men,
  wom- 

en, children  and  dogs,  with  the  sleepy-looki
ng 

donkeys  lounging  around,  apparently  quite  at 
 home 

with  his  surroundings.  The  only  thing  we  saw
 

that  gave  us  a  little  of  the  home-like  feeli
ng  was 

a  genuine  rooster  standing  on  a  post, 

with  all  the  good  humor  imaginable 

us  as  being  peculiar  was,  that  he 

the  same  as  do  our  roosters   at   home 

crowing 

What  struck 
rowed  exactly The  only 

difference   we   noticed   was  that  he   did    not    run 

and  hide  when  he  saw  us  coming.    Do  you  know 

the   reason   why?    Well,   the  truth   of  the  matte
r 

is,  few  ministers  travel  through  that  way  and  none 
stop. 

As  we  approached  the  ancient  city  we  noticed 

growing  signs  of  human  life  and  civilization,
— and 

still  nearer  we  saw  some  garden  plots  with  grow- 

ing vegetables,  orchards  of  bananas,  dates,  lemons 

and  sweet  oranges  or  tangerines.  All  these  things 

could  be  grown  here  in  great  abundance,  but  as 

there  is  no  market  for  them,  the  cultivation  of 

them  is  measured  by  the  home  consumption  which 

is  very  small  indeed. 
But   now  we  enter  the  city 

the   Bcllevue  Hotel,  where  we 

with  measured  and  uniform  steps,  marching  round 

and  round  the  fated  city,  with  horns  in  ready 

position,  to  make  the  decisive  blow.  Within  the 

walls  were  the  greatly-perplexed  populace,  their 

hearts  melting  like  water,  awaiting  the  feared 

result,  whatever  it  would  be.  In  the  house  of 

Rahab  all  was  astir, — the  scarlet  ribbon  was  at 

its  place,  the  doors  were  closed  and  barred,  in  the 
faith  that  what  was  promised  would  come  to  pass, 

while  the  gazing  populace  looked  up  and  won- 

dered what  all  this  meant.  The  walls  tremble, 

totter  and  fall,  a  cloud  of  dust  rises  from  the  earth 

as  the  last  peal  of  the  horns  is  heard,— there  is  a 

mighty  rush  onward  and  upward, — the  city  is 
taken  and  the  ruins  alone  are  left  to  tell  the  story. 

H.  B.  B. 

-ESSAYS,- 

marked  op<-n-handedn. 
accommodations  that 

we  must  say  that  01 
excellent.  Our  cook 

lem  for  the  occasion 
He  boasted  of  being  1 

for  such  celebrities 

and  are  landed  at 

we  were  received  with 

is  and  given  the  very  best 
ould  be  afforded.  Indeed, 

entertainment  here  was 

as  imported  from  Jerusa- 
ind  he  did  his  part  well, 
lief  cook  in  this  same  place 
Mark  Twain,  Dr.  Talmage, 

Dr.  McArthur,  and  others  of  like  fame.     Americans 

are   all   great   people   in   the   eyes   of  these    men, 

because,  say  they,  all  good  Americans   give  large 

backsheesh.    They  always  emphasize  the  good  and 

the  large.     Our  beds  were  as   good   as  the  best, 

so  that  we  felt  highly  favored  in  this  city  of  bad 

reputation.    Our  hotel  was  located  in  a  grove  of 

sweet  oranges  and  other  tropical  fruits.     We  spent 

the    evening  pleasantly  in  an   arbor,   trellised   all 
over    with    vines    ladened    with    sweetly    odorous 

flowers.     Before  retiring  we  gathered  in  an  upper 
had  a  season  of  singing  and  prayer 

Jericho   is    not    the    worst 
1  if  it  has  rather  an  unsavo- 

TRUST  IN  OOD. 

BY  MARY  M.  COX. 

'TIS  sometimes  dark,  our  Father, 

Yet  still  we  trust  in  Thee; 

Our  bark  Thou  guidest  safely 
O'er  life's  tempestuous  sea; 

And  when  we  reach  the  harbor 
Of  that  better  shore  at  last, 

Our  rest  will  be  the  sweeter 

For  the  storms  through  which  we'i 
We  cannot  tell  what  sorrows 

The  future  has  in  store, 

But  Thou,  oh  Father,  knowest, 
And  we  trust  Thee  evermore. 

Thou  givest  us  the  morning, 
And  Thou  givest  us  the  night; 

After  the  gloom  and  darkness 
Thou  wilt  send  the  glorious  light. 

We  know  the  many  sorrows 

Of  earth  will  soon  be  o'er, 
And  we'll  dwell  with  Thee  forever 

On  a  green  and  quiet  shore; 
Oh  make  us  strong  and  faithful 

Until  the  night  is  past; 

For  soon  will  flee  the  darkness, 

Thy  day  will  break  at  last. 
Sweet  Springs,  Mo. 

UNFAIR   COMPARISONS. 

BY   JAMES   A.    SELL. 

.  dispositic 

in    the  Jon 

rs,  we  had 

ng-before  cher- 
as   about    forty 

enough  water  in  the  Jordan  to  imi 
There  was  a  time  when  such  ; 

passed  as  argument  against  im 
time  is  now  forever  past.  We 

were  permitted  with  our  own 

against  it. 
From  here  we  returned  to  o 

and  after  taking  a  view  of  the 

eyes 

together.  So  you 

place  in  the  world 

ry  reputation. 
After  a  good  night's  rest,  we  were  astir  early 

in   the  morning.     A  good  breakfast  was  served  us, 

and  then  we  took  a  walk  out  to  Elisha's   Fountain, 
— a  little  northeast  of  the  city.     The  first  rays  of 

the   morning    sun    were    peeping    in   through    the 

heavy  foliage  of  palm,   orange,  banana   and  balm 
trees.    The  dew  was  yet  dripping  down  from   the 

leaves,    and    the    gentle    breeze,    laden    with    the 

fragrance  of  the  opening  flowers  all  around,  kissed 
our   cheeks   and   ravished   our  souls  with  peculiar 

delight,  as  we  wended  our  way  outward  towards 

the  place  of  our  desires.     As  we  neared  the  place 
we    noticed,    to    the    left,    the    mound    ruins     of 

the  second  Jericho, — city  of  Herod.     Just  beyond 
the  fountain,  on  quite  an  elevation,  were  pointed 

out  to  us  the  foundations  of  the  old  and  original 

city   of  Jericho, —  the   city    around    which    Joshua 
made  his  seven  marches,  when  the  walls  tumbled 

down,    and    the    army,    unhindered,    entered    and 

made   the  first  conquest.     Our  first   effort   was   to 

ascend  to  the  top  and  view  the  ground,  to  deter- 

mine the  possibility  of  the  Bible  story.     The  con- 
ditions   not    only    make    its   truthfulness   possible, 

but  quite  probable  and  easy, — we  mean,  the  march- 

ing around  the   city.     As   we   stood   on   the   emi- 

camping  place 
urroundings,   we 

There  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  people 

to  make  unfair  comparisons  and  then  jump  at 

conclusions  regardless  of  the  force  of  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances. Our  church  paper  is  compared  with 

other  papers  and. they  are  found  to  be  much  larger 

and  cheaper.  Therefore  they  claim  ours  is  too 

high  in  price.  Is  the  comparison  fair?  The  cost 

of  a  paper  depends  largely  upon  the  typesetting. 

After  the  type  is  set,  the  cost  of  material  and  print- 

ing is  but  a  trifle.  A  paper  with  a  circulation  of 

twenty  thousand  can  be  published  cheaper  than 

one  of  five  thousand.  The  real  paying  part  of 

a  paper  is  the  advertising,  and  the  larger  the  cir- 

culation of  a  paper  the  higher  the  price  of  advertis- 

ing. As  many  of  the  secular  papers  are  half  adver- 
tisements it  pays  the  publishers  to  almost  give  the 

papers  away  to  increase  the  circulation.  Besio 

all  this,  political  parties  and  candidates  for  office 

often  pay  liberally  for  electioneering  effiorts  1 

their  behalf.  Now  it  is  very  evident  that  the  MeSj 
senger,  with  one  and  sometimes  two  pages adverti 
can  not  compete 

of  the  day.  Bro 
went  to  the  troubl 

er   religious   weel< 

d  not  the   most  paying  ones  at  tha  , 

price  with  the   cheap  paPer
: 

1,    L.    Miller,   sometime    ago* 

■  compare  prices  with  the  0 

1,   and   his     investigations
  re- 

vealed the  fact  that    the    Messenger  is  as   cheap 

as  any,  when  size  is  considered.     Then  nearly  ̂  
other    papers    carry     more     advertisements, 

have  a  larger  body  of  people  from  whom  to  rece support. 

A<"''"-    some     of     our    enthusiastic    missionary nence,  our  soul  was  flooded  with  the  Bible  associ-    workers  sometimes  entertain  us  by  comparing 

ations  of  the    place,    We    saw   the    great .  army,  I  mission  work  with  that  of  the  Methodist  churc  . 
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Their  receipts  for  mission  work,  and  work  in 
„eneral,  are  far  greater  than  ours.  Their  mem- 

bers number  twenty  to  our  one.  They  have  more 
church  property  than  we.  They  support  the  minis- 

ters. They  prosper  in  the  cities.  Now  what  is 
wrong  with  us?  Why  should  we  not  advance  as 

they  do? 
Let  us  see.  Is  the  comparison  fair?  Money  is 

quite  a  factor  in  church  work  and  the  Metho- 
dists have  found  it  out.  It  is  not  a  stigma  to  say 

that  the  Methodist  preacher  succeeds  the  best, 
who  gets  the  most  money  out  of  the  people.  This 

might  not  be  objectionable  if  the  people  were 
taught  to  give  and  the  money  secured  in  that 
way.  But  all  sorts  of  devices  are  called  into  req 
uisition.  Amusements  and  games,  that  in  a  sa- 

loon would  be  considered  gambling,  are  encour- 

aged from  the  pulpit,  and  welcomed  in  the  church. 
Passions  and  propensities  that  Christianity  in 

its  nature  is  to  subdue  and  govern,  are  now  en- 
couraged. But  it  is  all  right  now  because  money 

is  wanted  for  the  Lord.  Here  is  where  the  bulk 

of  their  money  comes  from.  Until  we  are  ready  to 

adopt  such  measures,  comparison  with  them  is  un- 
fair. 

Again:  How  much  of  the  doctrine  of  the  New 
Testament  do  they  uphold?  They  baptize,  it  is 
true,  but  the  mode  is  left  to  the  applicant.  In 

all  other  doctrines  it  is  "according  to  your 

faith."  Conversion  consists  in  a  little  siege  at  the 
mourner's  bench.  When  the  feelings  touch  the 
highest  key  on  the  staff  of  excitement,  the  work  is 
done.  To  hasten  this,  the  whole  congregation 
unite  to  swell  the  noise.  Are  we  ready  to  drop 

our  teaching  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  to 
gain  numbers?  If  not,  we  must  be  content  with  a 
slower  growth,  and  consequently  comparison  with 
them,  in  numbers,  is  unfair. 

Again.  There  is  much  said  of  late  years  about 

a  supported  ministry.  All  the  texts  favoring  a 
sunoort  are  brought  forward.  Some  very  con- 
^stfatiTe  men  are  now  writing  in  its  favor.  It  is 

a  live  theme  for  ministerial  meeting1;.  It  seems  to 
have  many  advantages.  If  we  had  it,  how  much 
more  could  be  accomplished?  Look  at  other 
churches.  We  have  been  a  little  slow  here,  there 
is  no  doubt.  The  church  should  and  could  do 

more  to  assist  its  worthy  servants.  But  is  there 

not  just  a  little  danger  of  becoming  a  little  "lop- 

sided" on  the  subject?  Has  not  the  "hireling" 
ministry  done  more  to  corrupt  Christianity  than 

any  other  one  thing?  Assuming  that  it  takes  a 
plain  people  to  obey  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel, 

can  our  plainness  and  simplicity,  as  a  people,  be 
maintained  with  a  supported  ministry?  Has  it 
been  preserved  in  other  churches  and  even  in  our 

own  where  ministers  are  supported?  The  minister 

who  is  supported  has  more  time  to  study,  to  do 

pastoral  work  and  many  other  things.  But  he  of- 
ten abuses  his  privileges  and  has  not  gained  so 

much  after  all.  Coming  in  contact  with  the  out- 
side world  in  business,  in  trials,  straits  and  tempta- 

tions, does  not  qualify  a  minister  to  deliver  fine  dis- 
courses, but  it  does  give  him  experiences  that  will 

enable  him  to  speak  from  the  heart.  A  minister 

who  has  lived  among  his  fellow  men  for  forty  or 
fifty  or  more  years,  and  who  has  gone  in  and  out 

with  them  in  the  ups  and  downs  of  life,  and  has  a 

reputation  for  honesty,  sympathy  and  purity,  has, 
Perhaps,  accomplished  as  much  good  as  the  one 
who  was  supported  and  equally  faithful. 

Again.  Our  schools  are  compared  with  others 

■n  a  way  to  show  them  to  a  disadvantage.  Among 
others  we  have  the  "State  Normal,"  built  by  the 

State  and  maintained  by  money  appropriated  by 

tne  State.  We  have  colleges  built  and  endowed 
oy  wealthy  individuals.  There  are  schools  where 

a  certain  line  of  study  is  pursued,  as  law,  medicine, 

j"10  theology.  Such  schools  are  generally  en- 
dowed or  supported  by  wealthy  fraternities.  How 

about  ours,  built  by  subscription  and  supported  by 
Patronage?  Starting  a  few  years  ago  against  fierce 

opposition,  with  but  little  money,  small  attendance 
and  inexperienced  workerS|  triey  should  not  now 
^subjected  to  unfair  comparisons. 

1  our  intercourse,  as  a  committee,  with  the  trus- 

In, 

tees  of  the  Juniata  College,  the  fact  was  developed 
that  the  school  originated  with  the  ministers. 
They  were  first  and  last,  and  up  to  date,  its  princi- 

pal supporters.  By  far  the  larger  percentage  of 
the  money  that  built  the  school  up  to  what  it  is, 
came  from  the  ministry.  Such  schools  are  a  ne- 

cessity to  the  future  existence  of  the  church. 
There  is  no  telling  what  influence  a  college  would 
have  had  in  keeping  and  developing  money  and 
talent,  if  the  church  would  have  had  one  all  the 
way  down,  in  the  history  of  our  country. 

Now  for  brethren,  who  perhaps  never  contributed 
a  cent  of  money  and  never  visited  one  of  our 
schools,  to  overlook  the  influence  of  our  schools 

upon  the  church,  and  simply  compare  prices  with 
others,  as  though  dollars  and  cents  were  the  high- 

est consideration,  is  certainly  making  unfair  com- 

parisons. 
Again.  It  is  a  very  common  thing  to  have  the 

sisters'  neat  and  becoming  bonnet  compared  to  the 
"plain  hat"  for  cheapness.  It  is  not  cheapness 
we  want.  The  cheapest  is  often  the  dearest.  Give 

us  what  is  right  and  what  heaven  can  approve  of, 
and  let  us  pay  for  it.  If  rigid  economy  must  be 

practiced,  let  it  begin  in  the  extravagance  of  so- 
cial life  and  not  in  the  things  which  affect  the  in- 

tellectual and  spiritual  culture  for  all  time  and 
eternity  too! 

McKse's  Gap,  Pa. 

"THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  13:  6. 

BY  S.  N.  M'CANN. 

Number  Eleven. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us.  who  knew  no  sii 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."— 
Cor.  5:  21. 

DIVINE  ASSURANCE  SECURED  TO  RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

HOLINESS  AND  PERFECTION. 

Whoever  comes  to  Christ  believing,  and  pen 
tently  submitting  all  to  him  with  a  pure  heart,  will 
not  stop  short  of  Divine  assurance  for  his  accept 
ance,  both  external  and  internal.  They  are  made 

to  see  God  and  they  know  that  they  are  his.  "  For 
we  know  that,  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tabern; 
cle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  a 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heaven 

  Therefore  we  are  always  confident   

We  are  confident,  I  say,  and  willing  rather  to  be 
absent  from  the  body,  and  to  be  present  with  the 

Lord."     2  Cor.  5:  1-8. 
While  faith  is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  fountain 

for  sin  and  uncleanness,  we  would  question  the 
faith  that  would  allow  an  individual  to  stop  short 
of  literal  obedience  to  the  Word  of  God. 

Whatever  we  may  say  in  this  article  in  reference 
to  Divine  assurance  following  literal  obedience, 
must  be  understood  to  always  imply  living  faith, 

and  purity  of  heart  on  the  part  of  the  individual. 

We  hear  Paul  saying,  "  For  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  for  it  is  the  power  of  God 

unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth."  Rom. 
I:  16.  Every  believer  holds  in  his  hands  the  power 

by  which  he  may  be  delivered  from  the  complete 

bondage  of  sin. 
As  Abraham,  by  the  power  of  faith,  offered  Isaac 

and  received  him  back  from  the  dead  in  a  figure, 

Heb.  11:  19,  so  the  child  of  God,  by  the  power  of 

faith,  stands  justified,  even  prior  to  literal  obedi- 
ence, but  he  lacks  Divine  assurance  of  his  accept- 

ance, until  his  work  is  wrought.* 
To  let  anything  come  between  him  and  literal 

obedience,  would  show  a  lack  of  faith,  hence  he  is 

not  justified.  To  press  on,  trusting  Christ,  shows 

full  faith,  complete  justification,  and   brings  Divine 

*Our  brother  reasons  well  in  his  article,  but  to  our  mind  the 

New  Testament  does  not  teach  that  the  believer  is  justified 

clear  to  literal  obedience.  If  there  is  any  one  thing  prior 

in  the  Gospel  it  is  that  justification  is  perfected  
when- 

ever and  not  before,  the  literal  obedience  is  completed,  pro- 

vided the  obedience  is  prompted  by  genuine  faith.  The  peni- 

tent believers,  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  were  justified  only  after 

literally  obeying  the  instructions  of  Peter.  The  
reason  why 

the  believer  has  no  assurance  of  justification,  prior  
to  literal 

obedience,  is,  because  that  is  where  the  New  
Testament  plac- 

es it  and  it  is  better  to  leave  things  just  where  
the  Record 

locates  them.— Ed. 

assurance.  The  gift  of  life  is  offered  but  we  must 

accept  it,  or  it  cannot  be  ours.  "To  them  gave  he 
power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them 
that  believe  on  his  name,  which  were  born,  not  of 
blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will 

f  man,  but  of  God."  John  1:  12,  13.  All  who  be- 
ieve  have  the  power  to  become  sons  of  God,  but 

not  all  who  believe  are  sons  of  God  because  not  all 

the  power.  The  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
believer.  Though  he  believes  he  cannot  be  a  son 

f  God  unless  he  uses  the  power.  The  birth  of 
blood  will  not  apply  the  power.  The  Jews  believed 

that  they  were  sons  of  God  by  the  birth  of  blood- 
having  descended  from  Abraham.  To  be  born  of 
our  own  wills  does  not  apply  the  power,  for  we 

must  put  on  "The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make 
not  provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfill  the  lusts  there- 

of."    Rom.  13:  14. 

So,  many  believe,  but  they  make  a  provision  for 
the  flesh,  by  choosing  a  church  that  will  allow 
them  to  be  fashionable,  to  attend  parties,  to  play 

cards,  or  to  follow  some  other  fleshly  desire  with- 
out restriction.  All  who  make  provision  for  the 

flesh,  be  it  ever  so  small,  cannot  have  Divine  as- 

surance that  they  are  God's  own  elect.  They  lack 
the  power  of  the  faith  that  lays  hold  upon  God. 

Their  only  assurance  is  literal,  legal  self-righteous- 
ness. 

To  be  born  of  the  will  of  man  will  not  apply  the 

power.  Many  join  the  church  simply  because 
father,  mother,  or  some  friend  wants  them  to  do 

so,  and  thus  they  are  born  of  the  will  of  man. 
If  we  do  not  go  to  Christ  from  a  deep  sense  of 

guilt,  from  a  deep-felt  need  for  him,  as  our  Savior, 
we  will  follow  the  teachings  and  doctrines  of  men 

as  readily  as  we  will  follow  Jesus. 
To  be  born  of  God  applies  the  power  and  we 

become  sons  of  God, — we  are  saved.  While  all 
this  is  accomplished  by  the  power  of  faith,  and  we 
stand  justified,  not  by  works  but  by  faith,  wc  press 
on  to  full,  complete  literal  assurance.  To  willfully 

stop  short  of  complete,  literal  obedience,  would 

prove  that  we  have  not  been  begotten  of  God. 
To  render  complete  literal  obedience  carries  divine 
assurance  to  every  humble  penitent  that  he  is 

born  of  God.  "  Being  born  again,  not  by  cor- 
ruptible seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  Word 

of  God."  1  Pet.  1:23.  Born  of  God  is  here  said 
to  be  of  incorruptible  seed,  by  the  WORD  OF 

GOD. 
"  He  taketh  away  the  first,  that  he  may  establish 

the  second.  By  the  which  will  we  are  sanctified 
through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ 

once  for  all."  Heb.  10: 9,  10.  Sanctified  is  here 
said  to  be  by  THE  WILL  of  Go*  his  Word. 

"  Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace,  from  God  the 
Father,  and  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 

gave  himself  for  our  sins,  that  he  might  deliver 
us  from  this  present  evil  world,  according  to  the 

will  of  God  and  our  Father."  Gal.  1:3,  4.  We 
are  delivered  from  the  present  evil  world  accord- 

ing to  the  WILL  OF  GOD,  which  is  his  Word. 
Then  we  are  born  of  God  by  the  Word,  sanctified 

by  the  Word,  delivered  from  the  world  by  the 
Word.  Christ  touches  the  full  import  of  this  ques- 

tion when  he  says  to  Nicodemus,  "  Except  a  man 
be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
God."  Nicodemus  not  understanding,  Jesus  comes 

to  the  literal  and  says:  "  Except  a  man  be  born 
of  water,  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into 

the  kingdom  of  God."  John  3:  3-5.  We  notice 
that  both  water  and  Spirit  are  conditional  to  en- 

trance into  God's  kingdom,— the  church.  When, 
by  the  power  of  faith,  the  individual  submits  to 

Christ  in  baptism,  he  puts  on  Christ.  "  For  as 
many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ 

have  put  on  Christ."  Gal.  3:27.  "He  that  be- 
lieveth and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved."  Mark  16: 16. 

Here  pardon  is  assured  to  the  penitent  who,  in 

humble  faith,  submits  to  God's  Word.  "  Repent, 
and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall 

receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."     Acts  2:  38. 
The  man  who  is  justified  by  faith  stands  not  by 

a  mere  sense  of  feeling  but  by  a  positive,  literal 
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assurance,   by  a  clear 
Ask  him  if  he  is  savi 

to  answer,  "  Y 
he  will  tell  yoi 
ii  he  feels  it,  ! 

rejoicing,  becausi 
knows  and   does 

thus  sayeth  the  Lord." and  he  will  not  hesitate 

i."  Ask  him  how  he  knows  it  and 

"  Because  God  says  so."  Ask  him 
d  he  will  tell  you  that  he  is  always 
e  he  knows.  He  feels  because  he 

ot  know  because  he  feels.     The 

eunuch  went  on  his  way  rejoicing  after  baptism 

because  he  had  God's  Word  for  it  that  he  was 
a  saved  man,  that  his  sins  were  pardoned,  that 

he  was  in  Christ's  kingdom.     Acts  8:  39. 
The  jailer,  with  all  his  house,  rejoiced  alter  bap- 

tism because  lie  had  divine  assurance  that  was 

tangible.  Acts  16:  34.  "There  are  three  that  bear 
witness  in  earth,  the  Spirit,  and  the  water,  and  the 

blood:  and  these  three  agree  in  one."     1  John  5:8. 
Right  at  the  point  where  we,  by  the  Spirit,  are 

made  to  bow  to  Christ  in  baptism,  we  apply  the 

blood  of  Jesus,  or,  at  least,  receive  the  divine  as- 
surance that  it  is  applied. 

Thus  we  are  sanctified  and  cleansed  "with  the 

washing  of  water  by  the  Word."     Eph.  5:26. 
Christ's  blood  applied  and  we  know  that  it 

cleanses  us  from  all  sin;  we  know  that  we  stand 

holy, — "  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved 

us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing 

of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Titus  3:5.  It  is  not  the 
literal  obedience  that  gives  righteousness,  but  the 
faith  that  would  stop  short  of  literal  obedience, 

stops  short  of  any  real  ground  of  assuranre.  They 
who  refuse  to  obey  cannot  have  assurance  by 
faith,  because  the  faith  lacks  one  essential  element, 

—submission.  They  cannot  have  ii  by  literal  obe- 

dience, because  they  have  not  obeyed  Christ's 
blood  is  applied  by  failh.  We  stand  with  clear 

and  positive  evidence,  both  interna'  and  external, 
when  our  faith  leads  us  to  complete  submission. 

To  stop  short  of  submission  is  to  doubt,  hence  to 

be  condemned.  "  He  that  bclieveth  and  is  bap- 
tized shall  be  saved."  Mark  16:  16. 

Bridgeivater,  Va. 

SALT. 

BY  W.  R.  DEETER. 

Salt  is  known  in  chemistry  as  carbonate  of  so- 
dium. It  was  used  in  the  offerings  under  the 

former  dispensations.  "With  all  thine  offerings 

thou  shalt  offer  salt."  Lev.  2:  13.  It  was  used,  in 
some  way,  in  connection  with  their  covenants.  "  It 
is  a  covenant  of  salt  forever  before  the  Lord  unto 

thee  and  to  thy  seed  with  thee."  Num.  18:  19. 
It  is  used  under  the  present  dispensation  in  a 

symbolical  sense.  *' Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth." 
Matt.  5:  13.  "For  every  one  shall  be  salted  with 
fire  and  every  sacrifice  shall  be  salted  with  salt. 

Salt  is  good,  but  if  the  salt  have  lost  his  saltness, 

wherewith  will  ye  season  it?  Have  salt  in  your- 

selves, and  be  at  peace  one  with  another."  Mark 
9:  49,  50.  "  Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace, 
seasoned  with  salt."     Col.  4:  6. 

Many  other  quotations  on  the  same  line  might 
be  made,  but  they  would  only  prove  the  same 
thing. 

Salt  is  essential  to  higher  animal  life,  not  that  it 

enters  into  the  tissues,  but  it  aids  in  digestion  and 

in  throwing  off  waste  matter.  It  is  said  the  Chi- 
nese inflicted  punishment  on  criminals  by  with- 

holding salt  from  them  in  all  their  food.  It  cre- 
ated a  longing,  then  a  terrible  pain  and  finally  re- 

sulted in  death.  So  the  salt  of  God's  grace  is  es- 
sential to  spiritual  life.  Therefore  the  Savior  said, 

"  Every  sacrifice  shall  be  salted  with  salt."  "  Have 
salt  in  yourselves,"  etc. 

Salt  is  found  in  all  parts  of  the  globe;  so  all  have 

access  to  it.  So  of  God's  grace.  God  intended 
it  should  be  preached  "  to  every  creature,"  "in  all 

the  world."  "  The  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  sal- 
vation hath  appeared  unto  all  men."     Titus  2:   11. 

Salt  is  so  abundant  that  it  is  inexhaustible.  A 

large  per  cent  of  the  great  oceans  is  salt,  besides 
there  are  large  salt  beds  on  the  land.  So  of  Gods 

grace, — it  is  inexhaustible,  therefore  God  said  to 

Paul,  "  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  you."  Where 
sin   abounded    grace    did    much    more    abound," 

Rom.  5:  20.     "Grace  unto  you,  and  peace  be  mul- 

tiplied."    1  Pet   1 :  2. Salt  will  diffuse  far  and  wide.  So  will  the  prin 

ciples  enunciated  by  Jesus  Christ.  "That  was  the 
true  light  that  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  in- 

to the  world."     John   I:  9. 
to  be  very  penetrating;  so  are 

of  Jesus.  ''Now  when  they  heard 

pricked  in  their  heart,"  etc.  Acts 
also  used  for  cleansing;  so  of  the 

"  Seeing  ye  have  purified  your 

I  Pet.  1:  22.  "Puri- 
Acts  15:  9 

Salt knou 

the  principles 
this,  they  were 

2:  37.  Salt  is 
Gospel  truth, 
souls  in  obeying  the  truth.' 

fying  their  hearts  by  failh." 
Salt  is  used  to  preserve.  This  is  the  function 

of  God's  people.  If  there  had  been  ten  righteous 
persons  in  Sodom,  it  would  not  have  been  de- 

stroyed; thi  y  would  have  preserved  it.  If  the  Jews 
would  have  accepted  Christ  and  his  doctrine,  their 

house  would  not  have  been  left  desolate,  but  re- 

jecting them,  oh  how  desolate  their  house  has 
been!  Not  only  will  it  preserve  from  physical 

evil,  but  moral  as  well.  "  But  ye  have  obeyed 
from  the  heart  the  form  of  doctrine  delivered  you, 

being  then  made  lree  from  sin."  Rom.  6:  17,  18. 
"Ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make 

you  free."    John  8:  32. 
When  salt  is  used  it  is  not  all  put  at  one  place, 

but  is  scattered  and  mixed  with  the  articles  to  be 

salted.  So  God  did  not  want  his  people  to  all 

stay  at  one  place,  but  to  scatter  out  among  the 

people.  When  they  began  their  work,  it  would 

have  been  pleasanter  for  them  to  continue  at  Je- 
rusalem and  enjoy  their  fellowship  together,  but 

God  wanted  them  to  scatter  and  preach  the  Gos- 
pel to  other  cities. 

Jesus  says,  "  If  the  salt  have  lost  his  savour, 
wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  it  is  thenceforth  good 

for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out  and  trodden  under 

foot  of  men."  Matt.  5:  13.  It  is  possible  for- 
those  who  were  once  salt  to  go  back  to  the  ele- 

ments of  a  sinful  world  and  thus  lose  their  strength 

and  power  for  good,  and  if  they  do  not  repent  will, 
with  a  wicked  world,  be  salted  with  hell  fire. 

They  will,  with  the  children  of  the  kingdom  who 
were  once  in  favor  and  friendship  with  God  and 

his  people,  be  cast  out  into  outer  darkness  where 
there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 
See  Matt.  8:  12. 

Milford,  Ind. 

A  REVIEW. 

BY  1.  J.  ROSENBERGER.   
I  have  before  me  a  work,  entitled,  "  Baptist 

Doctrines,"  in  which  a  number  of  representative 
Baptist  ministers  have  written  on  various  topics  of 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Dr.  Newman,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  a  man 

of  high  repute  among  the  Baptists,  has  an  es- 

say in  this  work,  entitled,  "Baptist  Churches 

Apostolic."  This  essay  created  such  a  surprise 
in  my  mind  that  I  have  felt  to  communicate  my 
surprise  to  the  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messenger 

in  the  form  of  a  review.  I  quote  from  the  doc- 

tor's pen  as  follows:  "  The  aim  of  the  present  dis- 
course will  be  to  show  that  Baptist  churches  are 

Apostolic  alike  in  spirit  and  in  form."  To  make 
thestatement  still  more  emphatic,  the  doctor  re- 

peats, "  Baptist  churches  alone  of  all  the  church- 

es, are  Apostolic  in  spirit  and  in  form." 
1.  The  doctor  surely  knows  that  the  Apostolic 

service  at  the  bedside  of  the  sainted  sick  was 

prayer  and  the  anointing  with  oil.  James  5:  14 
plainly  enjoins  this  anointing  with  oil,  while  Mark 
6:  13  alludes  to  its  practice.  This  Apostolic 
anointing  service  is  wholly  wanting  in  Baptist 
churches.  Hence,  in  form,  Baptist  churches  are 

unlike  the  Apostolic  church.  The  Apostolic  form 
of  symbolizing  that  high  degree  of  love  that 
Christians  should  have  for  one  another,  was  the 

holy  kiss.  This  is  seen  in  the  epistolary  writings 
again  and  again.  This  Apostolic  form  again  is 
wanting  in  Baptist  churches. 

2.  The  Spirit  of  Christ,  the  apostles  and  all 
their  writings  was  purely  non-combatant.  Are 

not   Baptist  churches  among    those  that   encour- 

age the  spirit  of  war?  Is  it  not  likely  that  Bap. 
tist  brethren  North,  met  Baptist  brethren  South 

on  the  bloody  field  of  battle?  "Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so 

to  them,"  was  Christ's  teaching,  which  is  averse  to 
war.  This  spirit  is  wanting  in  Baptist  churches. 

The  spirit  of  humility  and  meekness  was  a  promi- 

nent teaching  in  the  Apostolic  church.  "Be  not 

conformed  to  this  world."  "  Not  fashioning  your- 
selves after  the  former  lusts  of  your  ignorance." 

"  Fashion  "  means,  "  cut  or  shape."  "  Adorn  them- 
selves in  modest  apparel  ....  not  with  gold  or 

pearls  or  costly  array."  To  say  that  these  texts  do 
not  allude  to  our  apparel,  and  are  not  designed  to 

govern  us,  is  unbelief,— pure  skepticism.  This 
symbol  of  the  spirit  of  meekness  is  wanting  in  Bap- 

tist churches. 

3.  We  quote  the  doctor's  language  further: 
"  Some  minor  matters  of  Apostolic  example  that 
bear  no  necessary  relation  to  what  is  fundamental  in 

Christianity,  Baptists  may  and  do  put  aside;  .... 
but  Baptists  are  and  oi:ght  to  be  exceedingly  careful 
and  conservative  with  regard  to  any  such  changes. 

They  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is  better  to  err 
on  the  side  of  conservatism  than  on  the  side  of 
liberalism.  Let  us  illustrate:  Baptists  have,  for 

the  most  part,  abandoned  the  love  feast  which 
was    commonly   observed    in   Apostolic    times,    in 

connection    with   the    Lord's    Supper   Love 
feasts  were  not  appointed  by  Christ,  they  were  not 

enjoined  by  Apostolic  precept." 
To  the  foregoing  we  remark: 

1.  The  doctor  plainly  admits  that  Baptist  church- 
es do  set  aside  some  matters  of  Apostolic  ex- 

ample, but  he  calls  them  "  minor  matters."  I 
claim  that  "  he  that  is  unjust  in  the  least,  is  unjust 

also  in  much."  Rev.  22:  19  declares  the  result 

very  serious  to  the  one  "  that  shall  take  away 
(set  aside)  from  the  words  of  the  book  of  this 

prophecy."  In  Christ's  last  commission  he  told 
his  disciples,  "  Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things, 

whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you."  There  seem 
to  have  been  early  fears  that  there  would  be  those 
who  would  seek  to  set  aside  Divine  teachings, 

hence  the  matter  seems  to  be  carefully  guarded, — 
restricted. 

2.  The  doctor  calls  the  bread  and  wine  the 

Lord's  Supper.  These  are  nowhere,  in  Holy  Writ, 
called  the  Lord's  Supper.  They  are,  in  no  sense, 

a  Supper,  but  they  are  called  "the  Communion." 
The  doctor  further  states  that  "  the  love  feasts  of 
Apostolic  times,  were  not  appointed  by  Christ; 

they  were  not  enjoined  by  Apostolic  precept." Did  not  Christ  institute  a  sacred  meal  with  his 

twelve  at  the  same  time  he  instituted  the  bread 

and  wine, — the  Communion. — of  which  he  would 

eat  again  when  it  was  "  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of 
God?"  Hence  this  meal,  or  feast,  was  to  be  con- 

tinued. See  Luke  22:  16.  Again:  "I  appoint  unto 
you  a  kingdom  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  unto 
me;  that  ye  may  eat  and  drink  at  my  table  in  my 

kingdom." 

Here  Christ  appoints  us  to  eat  at  his  table, — the 

Lord's  Table, — and  in  his  kingdom, — in  his  church. 
Here  is  this  sacred  meal,  this  love  feast  by 

Christ's  own  example  and  his  own  appointment. 

The  apostles,  again  and  again,  allude  to  "the 
Lord's  Table,"  "  the  feast,"  "  the  feasts  of  charity, 

etc.,  which  is  proof  of  Apostolic  observance.  1° 

I  Cor.  5:  7  Paul  tells  us  how  to  keep  this  feast, 
"Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feast,  not  with  old 
leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and 

wickedness;  but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sin- 
cerity and  truth."  Here  is  Apostolic  precept  for 

this  love  feast,  which  Dr.  Newman  and  his  church 

take  the  liberty  to  dismiss,"— set  aside!  I  close 

with  the  warning  declaration,  "Whosoever  trans- 
gresseth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
hath  not  God.  He  that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of 

Christ,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  the  Son." Covington,  Ohio. 

God  will  not  always  chide,  but  he  will  always 
love;  his  anger  endureth  but  for  a  moment,  his mercy  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting. 
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HAD  TO  PART  AT  LAST. 

BY  J.  S.  FLORY. 

Only  a  few  days  ago  a  man  in  Riverside  County, 

Cal.,  that  was  considered  an  object  of  charity 
was  found  in  his  hut  dead.  In  his  hands  he  clutched 

a  bag  of  gold  coin.  It  was  the  delight  of  his 
miserly  soul  and  no  doubt  gave  many  an  hour 
of  sordid  pleasure  to  him  in  his  lonely  life. 

But  the  day  came  when  he  and  the  idol  of  his 

heart  had  to  part  company.  Death,  with  stern  de- 
termination, came  to  the  humble  cot  and  bade  the 

occupant,  "  Come!" "What!"  Methinks  I  hear  the  echo  of  that 

wasted  life  say,  "  Must  I  go  hence?  Gold!  Gold! 

Gold!" "  Nay,"  says  Death,  "  no  sum  on  earth  can  bribe 
me.    Are  you  ready?    The  sands  of  life  are  nearly 

n  of  the  existence  of 

very   of  the  greatest 
de  by  Fath xploring Schiel,  whc 

i  Habylonia 
ncipal  heap: 

out. 

nygold?"  whispered  the  strick- 

you  and  your  treasure  must  take 

"  Must  I   leave 

en  tongue. 

"Yes,  right  hei 

the  parting  hand." 
So  ended  a  long  life, —  a  life  spent  under  the  sor- 

did whip  of  avarice.  A  greed  for  gold  was 

the  height  of  his  ambition.  "  What  might  have 

been,"  had  he  loosed  the  gold  from  its  moorings 
and  laid  it  up  in  heaven,  or,  at  least,  its  equiv- 

alent with  compound  interest  from  eternity  to 

eternity, —  such  interest  as  God  gives  for  every  act 

of  love  done  in  His  name." 
Yes,  it  is  true, — as  true  as  God  who  cannot 

lie— death  separates  man  and  his  gold,  then  whose 

shall  it  be?  His  heirs  shall  gather  it  up,  yes  per- 
chance scatter  it,— squabble  over  it  or  spend  it  to 

gratify  their  worldly  lust.  And  the  soul  of  him 

that  parted  at  death  with  his  treasure,  how  about 
it?  "  If  children,  then  heirs  of  God  and  joint 

heirs  with  Christ,"  but  if  not  children,  then  what? 

there  is  but  little  indica 
torical  records.    A  dis 

portance  has  just  been  1 
has  for  some   time   be 

In  the  Mujelibeh  mound,  one  of  the  p 
of  ruins  in  the   enceinte  of   Babylon 

covered  a  long  inscription  of  Nabonidus,  the  last 

of  the  Babylonian  Kings   (B.    C.    555-538),   which 
contains  a  mass  of  historical  and  other  data  which 

will  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  students  of  this  im- 

portant period  of  Babylonian  history. 

The  monument  in  question  is  a  small  stela  of 

diorite,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  broken,  inscribed 
with  eleven  columns  of  writing,  and  which  appears 

to  have  been  erected  early  in  the  King's  reign.  It 
resembles,  in  some  measure,  the  celebrated  India 

House  inscription  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  but  is  much 
more  full  of  historical  matter.  Its  value  may  be 
estimated  when  it  is  stated  that  it  contains  a  rec- 

ord of  the  war  of  revenge  conducted  by  the  Baby- 
lonians and  their  Mandian  allies  against  Assyria, 

for  the  destruction  of  the  city  by  Sennacherib,  in 

B.  C.  698;  an  account  of  the  election  and  corona- 
tion of  Nabonidus  in  B.  C.  555,  and  the  wonderful 

dream  in  which  Nebuchadnezzar  appeared  to  him; 
as  well  as  an  account  of  the  restoration  of  the 

temple  of  the  moon  god  at  Kharrai 

by  a  chronological  record  which  en 
the  date  of  the  so-called  Scythian  ii 
is  also  a  valuable  reference  to  the  1 

nacherib  by  his  son  in  Tebet,  B.  C 

tion. 

what 

ihould  set  1 

ind   gird   I 

becomes  their  servant  and  girds  himself  to  serve 
them.  O  brethren!  what  more  supreme  bliss  can 
we  conceive  than  to  receive  the  approbation  of 
him  whom  we  have  so  long  tried  to  serve?  And 

inmistakable  expression  of  apprecia- 
e  give  of  our  service  than  that  he 
down  to  his  feast  of  celestial  dainties, 

lself  and  show  his  willingness  to 
hall  we  not   indeed   watch    unto   his 

3.  The  result  of  neglect.  The  goodman  suffered 

his  house  to  be  broken  through  by  the  thief  be- 
cause he  was  not  constantly  watchful.  He  did 

not  know  when  the  thief  would  come,  hence  he 

was  not  watching  at  the  right  time;  but  for  that 

very  reason  he  should  have  been  watching  till 
the  time.  So  if  we  arc  much  of  the  time  negli- 

gent and  sleeping,  the  Lord  will  come  at  an  hour 
when  we  think  not,  and  our  house  will  be  broken 

through.  We  may  have  felt  that  we  were  out  of 

danger,  but  then  we  will  awake  to  a  feeling  of  aw- 
ful insecurity.  We  may  have  felt  that  we  were 

rich,  but  then  our  poverty  will  be  the  most  disas- 
trous and  pitiful.  So,  often  in  this  life,  if  we  dote 

too  much  on  our  wealth,  if  wc  are  loo  watchful  for 
dollars  and   not   enough    for  duty,  adversity    may 

Then  what?  Then  wh 

down  the  ages,  echo  and 
corridors  of  eternal  darkr 
^Lost  amid  the  tumult  of 

and    gnashing   of   teeth." 

will  go  thundering 
echo  throughout  the 
,  until  the  sound  be 
veeping  and  wailing 

If  children"  the  fa- 
ther's call  will  be  heeded,  his  children's  earthly 

treasures  will  be  as  truly  sanctified  to  his  honor 

and  glory  as  their  souls. 
Stewards  who  are  kind  and  true  will  be  sure 

they  use  none  of  their  Lord's  goods,  — only  their 
living.  That  is  to  say,  they  will  not  waste  it  or 

consume  it  on  their  lusts.  Neither  will  they  dis- 
pose of  what  is  entrusted  to  their  care  in  such  a 

way  as  to  militate  against  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Rightly  to  use  the  Lord's  goods,  requires  wisdom 
and  grace.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  is  not 
an  open  question  of  doubt  or  uncertainty,  and  that 

is,  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 

least  of  these  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 
Los  Angeles,   Cal. 

to  fix 

of  Sen- -lnforma- 

,ff, 
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wretched.     Or 

ritual  strength 

t  ye   therefore 

DISCOVERIES  IN  BABYLON. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  work  of  archaeo- 

logical exploration  in  Babylonia  has  been  almost 

entirely  confined  to  the  labors  of  the  American  Ex- 

pedition, who  have  been  engaged  for  several  years 

in  the  systematic  exploration  of  the  great  mound 

of  Niffer,  in  Central  Babylonia,  the  site  of  the  an- 

cient City  of  Nipur,  and  to  the  partially  resumed 

work  of  M.  de  Sarzec  at  Tello,  the  ancient  Lagash. 

The  discoveries  made  by  these  explorers  have 

been  of  great  importance,  but  they  chiefly  related 

to  the  earliest  days  of  the  Chaldean  Empire,  as 

far  back  as  four  thousand  years  before  the  Chris- tian era. 

Important  as  these  discoveries  are,  as  furnis
h- 

ing the  material  by  which  to  study  the  dawn  of  civ- 

ilization in  Chaldea,  there  has  always  been  a  de- 
sire that  some  inscribed  records  might  be  obtained, 

possibly  historical  inscriptions,  of  the  period  of 

the  new  Babylonian  Empire  (B.  C.  606- 53S),  es- 

pecially of  the  reigns  of  Nebuchadnezzar  II.  and 

Nabonidus.  With  the  exception  of  the  Babylonian 

chronicle  of  the  reign  of  the  latter  monarch  and  a 

few  historical  notices  in  his  cylinder  inscriptions, 

^THE  +  SUNDAY  *  SCHOOLS 

FAITHFUL  AND  UNFAITHFUL  SERVANTS. 
—Luke  12:  37-48. 

{Lesson  for  March  23,  l8y6.) 

Time.— Perhaps  early  in  the  year  A.  D.   30, 
after  the  time  of  the  last  lesson. 

Place.— Probably  in  Perea,  east  of  the  Jordan. 
Persons. — The  Lord  and  Peter. 
Introductory. — The  relation  of  this  lesson  to 

the  last  can  not  be  with  certainty  determined,  but 

it  is  thought  that  the  discourse  of  which  this  lesson 

forms  a  part  was  delivered  soon  after  the  teaching 
about  prayer,  of  which  we  studied  last  Sunday,  and 

during  the  same  sojourn  in  Perea. 

1.  watchfulness  commended. 

1.  For  what  we  should  watch.  The  blessing  is 

here  pronounced  upon  "  those  servants  whom  the 

Lord  when  he  comcth  shall  find  watching."  The 

one  great  event  against  which,  and  with  reference 
to  which  we  should  watch,  is  the  coming  of  our 

Lord,  whether  to  us  as  individuals  in  death,  or  to 

the  world  at  the  end  of  the  age.  To  be  prepared 

to  meet  the  Lord  in  peace,  should  be  the  first  pur- 

pose and  chief  effort  of  every  life.  But  how  shall 

we  watch?  Not  by  standing  in  idle  and  curious 

expectancy,  but  we  should  watch  to  escape  the  in- 

trigues of  Satan  and  keep  ourselves  pure,  watch 

for  opportunities  to  advance  the  Lord's  kingdom 
and  do  good  to  our  fellow  men. 

2.  The  reward  of  watchfulness 

himself,  and  make  them  to  sit  ( 

will  come  forth  and  serve  them 

the  most  sublime  representatio 

licity  revealed  in  the   Bible.    1 

Lord's 

"  He  shall  gird 

wn  to  meat,  and 

Here  is  one  of 

;  of  heavenly  fe- 
*  joys  of  heaven 

are  unspeakable  and  beyond  conception.  All  that 

the  sacred  writers  could  do  in  revealing  them  to 

flesh-encumbered  mortals,  was  to  liken  them  to 

our  experiences  of  most  supreme  earthly  joy,  and 

then  tell  us  that  heavenly  bliss  is  so  much  beyond 

our  highest  earthly  bliss  that  it  hath  not  ente
red 

into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  what  God  hat
h 

prepared  for  those  that  love  him.  Thus  the  
joys 

to  come  are  frequently  represented  as  a  scene  
of 

festivity.  In  Rev.  19  the  re-ward  of  the  r
ighteous 

is  represented  under  the  figure  of  a  marriage
  sup- 

per in  which  Christ  is  the  groom  and  his  c
hurch 

the  bride— a  relation  of  the  most  perfect  in
timacy 

and  ecstasy.  But  here  we  have  the  fina
lly  faithful 

in  a  position  of  still  greater  exa
ltation.  The 

blessed   Lord  whom  they  have   faithfull
y    served 

the  Lord 
daily  be 

ould  have 

break  into  c 

if  we  do  not  watch    our  hearts 

through  the  fortifications  of  our 
and  leave   us   morally   ruined. 

ready." 

II.  THE  FAITHFUL  SERVANT, 

I.  His  activity.  "Blessed  is  that  servant,  whom 

his  lord  when  he  cometh  shall  find  so  doing."  No 
servant  can  be  accounted  faithful  who  is  found 

idle  or  negligent  when  he  ought  to  be  diligent  and 
watchful.  But  to  be  doing  is  not  necessarily  to  be 

faithful.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  doing  in  the 
world  that  is  the  worst  of  rebellion.  But  it  is  in  so 

doing  that  we  should  be  found,— doing  as 
directs.  How  are  we  doing?  Let  us 

more  diligent  in  the  study  of  what  God  v 

us  to  do,  that  we  may  be  found  so  doing! 

2.  His  reward.  "He  will  make  him  ruler  over 

all  that  he  hath."  Of  the  heavenly  life  and  the  re- 
ward of  the  righteous  there  are  many  phases  pre- 

sented in  Scripture.  At  one  time  it  is  joy,  at  an- 

other peace,  at  another  dwelling  with  God,  at  an- 
other complete  union  with  Christ,  at  another  com- 

munion with  the  great  and  worthy,  at  another 
rest,  at  another  the  smiles  and  approval  of  our 
Lord,  at  another  a  mansion  home,  at  another  a 

place  in  a  golden  city  of  magnificent  grandeur,  at 
another  a  place  at  the  table  at  which  Christ  serves, 
at  another  reunion  with  friends,  at  another  the 

privilege  of  being  one  of  an  innumerable  multi- 
tude of  the  glorified,  at  another  a  scene  of  worship 

and  praise;  but  here  is  one  of  the  most  precious 

of  all,— a  position  of  honored  and  perfect  service. 
Brethren,  if  we  love  Christ  as  we  ought,  there  is 

nothing  that  we  will  exult  in  more  than  the  pros- 

pect of  being  placed  in  a  position  where  we  can 

render  a  perfect  and  perpetual  service  to  him  who 

has  so  served  us. 

III.  THE  UNFAITHFUL  SERVANT. 

1.  His  surprise.  The  coming  of  the  Lord  to 

such  a  servant  will  be  unexpected  because  he  has 

been  living  with  reference  to  other  things  and 

bending  his  efforts  in  other  directions.  The  fault 

to  be  found  with  most  men  is  not  that  they  are 

faithful  to  nothing,  but  that  they  are  unfaithful  to 

the  Lord;  and  it  is  this  that  will  finally  consum- 

mate their  ruin. 

2.  His  punishment.  All  will  not  be  punished  with 

like  severity,  nor  is  it  just  that  they  should.  The 

unfaithful  servant  will  feel  a  deepness  of  regret,  a 

sharpness  of  compunction  proportionate  to  the 

knowledge  and  opportunities  he  has  misused. 

And  what  is  the  significance  of  this  lesson  to  our 

young  friends  who  have  been  brought  up  in  Chris- 
tian homes,  taught  and  trained  by  pious  parents 

and  teachers  and  blessed  with  Christian  associates? 

Are  any  such  yet  away  from  Christ?  Many  stripe- shall  be  inflicted  upon  hi 

eth  not. 
knoweth  and  do- 

James  M.  Neff. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 

CIRCLE  NOTES. 

Our    Missionary    Reading     Circle     now     ha 

membership  of  521.     The  latest  accessions  reported 
are:  No.  520,  Mary  E.  Frantz,  Holmesville,  Neb 
No.  521,  P.  B.  Kitzwater,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
We  hope  our  Local  Secretaries  will  get  to  work 

in  earnest  now  again,  and  that  many  new  members 
will  soon  be  reported. 

CONSTITUTION. 

PREAMBLE. 

Very  many  of  our  dear  people,  both  young 

and  old,  are  quite  desirous  of  having  a  more  satis- 
factory knowledge  concerning  the  great  work  of 

missions.  The  people,  the  fields,  the  methods, 
the  needs,  the  workers,  the  opportunities,  the 

costs,  the  results;  these,  and  many  more  particu- 
lars of  missions,  are  of  vast  interest  to  every 

Christian.  In  all  the  churches  will  come  increased 

liberality,  deeper  devotion,  greater  consecration 

and  a  quicker  pulse-beat  of  zeal  for  souls,  as  soon 
as  the  members  are  better  informed  on  missionary 

operations. 

There  is  untold  pleasure  experienced  by"  the 
converted  soul,  in  reading  truth  which  is  strang- 

er than  fiction,  and  in  realizing  how  God  again 
and  again  verifies  his  presence  in  the  lives  of  his 
most  humble   followers. 

Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle  aims  to  supply 
this  want,  and  to  present  such  books  as  contain 

"truth  stranger  than  fiction.  " 
Article  i. — Name. 

This  organization  shall  be  called  Our  Missionary 
Reading  Circle. 

Article  2— Membership. 

Sec.  I.— The  members  of  this  Circle  shall  be 
Active  and  Honorary. 

Sec.  2. — Any  one  may  become  an  active  member 
of  the  Circle  by  paying  twenty  cents  to  the  Secreta- 

ry, and  signing  this  promise  card:  "It  is  my 
purpose  to  pursue  the  Missionary  Circle  course 
of  reading.  I  will  make  an  honest  effort  to 

get  at  least  one  other  person  to  take  up  this  work." 
Sec.  3.— Any  one  may  become  an  honorary  mem- 

ber of  the  Circle  by  paying  one  dollar  to  the 

Secretary,  and  signing  this  promise  card:  "  It 
is  my  purpose  to  read  two  books  of  the  Mission- 

ary Circle  course  of  reading.  I  will  make  an  honest 

effort  to  get  at  least  one  other  person  to  take  up 

this  work." 
Article  3. — Officers. 

The  officers  of  the  Circle  shall  be  a  President, 

Vice-President,  Secretary,  Local  Secretaries  and 
Treasurer. 

Article  4.— Duties  of  Officers. 

Sec.  i.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
take  a  general  oversight  of  the  work  of  the  Circle, 
to  call  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee 

and  to  preside  at  such  meetings,  to  recommend 
suitable  persons  to  be  Local  Secretaries,  to  furnish 

notes  for  the  department  of  the  paper  the  Circle 
chooses  as  its  organ,  to  see  that  all  offices  are  prop- 

erly filled,  to  recommend  any  change  of  oper- 
ation deemed  necessary,  to  manifest  always  an 

open  interest  in  missions  and  missionary  reading, 
and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  office 
may  require. 

Sec  2.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  President 

and  in  his  absence  act  in  his  stead;  and  to 
manifest  always  an  open  interest  in  missions  and 
missionary  reading,  and  to  perform  such  other 
duties  as  the  office  may  require. 

Sec.  3.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 

nd    keep    all    pr< 

;  cards  (member- .ember  joining  the 

to   the    Circle    de- 

ship  cards),  to  number  each 
Circle,  and  report  the  sam 

partment  of  the  paper  it  chooses  as  its  organ,  to 

conduct  all  correspondence,  to  deliver  all  mon- 
ey she  receives  to  the  Treasurer,  to  appoint  as 

Local  Secretary  such  persons  as  have  been 

properly  recommended,  to  manifest  always  an  op- 
en interest  in  missions  and  missionary  reading, 

and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  office 

may  require. 
Sec.  4. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Local 

Secretaries  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Secre- 
tary as  much  as  possible,  to  do  soliciting  for  new 

members,  to  keep  on  hand  Circle  literature,  to 
encourage  readers  to  keep  right  on  to  the  end, 
to  loan  her  (or  his)  own  books  if  opportunity 
affords,  to  suggest  to  those,  who  lack  means  to 
purchase  books,  methods  by  which  they  can 

save  part  of  the  cost  (two  or  more  may  pur- 

chase books  together  and  read  each  other's 
books — if  the  one  offers,  the  Secretary  should  find 
another  to  go  in  with  him.  The  Secretary  should 
know  who  is  willing  to  lend  his  Circle  books 
to  other  readers,  etc.),  to  be  ready  to  answer  any 
questions  concerning  the  work  of  the  Circle, 

and  the  books  to  be  read,  to  correspond  occa- 
sionally with  the  General  Secretary,  in  the  in- 

terests of  the  Circle,  to  forward  at  once  to 

the  General  Secretary  all  promise  cards  (new  mem- 
bership pledges)  with  the  entrance  fee,  to  manifest 

always  an  open  interest  in  missions  and  mis- 
sionary reading,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties 

as  the  office  may  require. 

Sec.  5. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
keep  all  money  of  the  Circle  and  accounts 

thereof,  to  pay  all  expenses,  to  manifest  always 
an  open  interest  in  missions  and  missionary 
reading,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  the 

office  may  require. 

Article  5.— Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  1. —  The     President,    Secretary,    Treasurer 
and  any  two  active  members   shall  constitute   the 
Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Committee  to  select  the  books  of  the  course  of 

reading,  to  make  any  change  necessary  in  the 
ourse,  to  arrange  plan  and  method  for  the  Cir- 
le  work,  to  direct  all  expenditures,  to  elect 

11  officers  except  Local  Secretaries  (if  they 
.refer  they  may  make  two  nominations  for  each 
.flke  and  submit  them  to  the  Circle  for  elec- 

d  in  general   to   officially   represent   the 

tion), 

Circle Article  6.— Miscellany? 

-Persons  may  join  the  Circle  at  any  time. 
nay  be  read  faster  or  slower, 

Sec 

Sec.  2. — The  book: 
according  to 

Sec.  3.— Members  are  required  to  report  to  the 
Secretary,  on  the  first  of  March,  of  each  year, 
their  progress  in  reading. 
Sec  4. — There  will  be  no  examinations. 

Sec.  5.— A  properly-signed  certificate  will  be  is- 
sued to  all  who  complete  the  course. 

Sec  6.— The  books  may  be  purchased  anywhere, 
but  it  is  recommended  to  procure  them  from  the 
Brethren's  Publishing  Company,  Mt.  Morris,  111. Sec-  7.— The  Gospel  Messenger  is  the  organ  of 
the  Circle. 
Sec  8.— The  penalty  for  members  who  do  not 

read  all  the  books  of  the  course  is  a  broken  prom- 
ise, and  a  guilty  conscience. 

Sec  9.— Ten  cents  will  be  charged  for  postage, 
packing  and  printing  of  certificate. 
Sec  10.— The  work  of  all  officers  shall  be  gratui- 
tous-  James  M.  Neff. 

Covington,  Ohio. 

NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

—Some  one  has  said,  "  Tears  are  the  softening 
showers  that  cause  the  seed  of  heaven  to  spring 
up  in  the  human  heart."  These  may  be  the  tears of  regret  which  cause  us  to  renew  our  vows  of  con- 

secration, and  to  live  more  fully  the  Christ  life. 

Jesus  : 

said  to  the  fr 
However,    v 

nds  of  Jairus'  daughter, '"  Wei 
flesh  and  blood,  and 

vhen we  re- 

fit of  the  pr 
the  Reading 

work,  and  t 
adds  to  our 
who  have  al 

such  we  find  the  tears  start  unbidden, 
fleet  over  the  departure  of  our  dear  ones.  How 
very  short  life  seems,  though  the  years  of  our  pi), 

grimage  be  three  score  and  ten!  "To  live  js 
Christ  and  to  die  is  gain  "  means  a  life  of  honest 
service  for  the  Master,  and  a  final,  peaceful  sleep 
— not  death.  As  faithful  servants  we  may  be  of 

those  who  "  sorrow  not  even  as  others  which  have 

no  hope."  Let  us  so  live  that  the  comfort,  con- 

tained in  these  words  may  be  ours!  "  I  must  work 
while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh  wherein  no 

man  can  work."  "  To  live  in  Christ"  means  work. 
— We  are  now  occupying  more  comfortable  liv- 

ing rooms,  as  well  as  more  comfortable  quarters 
for  our  Branch  Mission  meetings.  During  my  ab- 

sence home,  recently,  while  attending  my  father's 
funeral,  sister  Boone  opened  the  Reading  Room 
This  feature  of  our  work  we  have  longed  for,  and 

now,  as  we  see  from  thirty  to  forty  boys  and  girls 
ranging  from  six  to  fifteen  years,  seated  quietly 
around  tables  with  good  books  in  hand,  we  thank 

God  for  the  privilege  of  spending  an  evening  hour 

in  this  way.  Here  we  direct  the  mind  to  noble 
ideas  and  a  higher  life.  How  much  better  for  the 

youth,  than  being  out  on  the  streets,  exposed  to  the 
common  evils  that  prevail  in  city  life!  Here  they 
learn  to  appreciate  what  is  pure  and  good.  They 
also  imbibe  unconsciously  noble  sentiments  through 

the  songs  sung.  How  they  love  music!  We  try 
to  maintain  quiet  and  order,  throughout  the  hour. 

These,  however,  do  not  always  prevail  on  the  out- 

side, but,  with  the  occasional  presence  of  the  po- 
liceman, those  who  desire,  may  have  the  full  bene- 

/ileges  in  doors.  In  the  provision  of 
Room,  there  is  an  opening  for  a  grand 

/ery  good  book  added  to  our  library 
possibilities.  We  feel  grateful  to  all 
eady  contributed  to  this  Fund. 

— An  "interested  sister"  sends  us  clothing  for 

the  needy,  saying,  "  Let  us  hear  from  you  through 
the  Messenger. "  A  number  who  have  sent  us  do- 

nations, recently  have  made  the  same  request.  We 
should  like  to  mention  all  the  kind  donors  by 

name,  would  space  permit.  We  truly  thank  the 

Lord  for  the  "interested"  sisters.  Without  their 

co-operation  we  could  do  little.  Although  dona- 
tions in  the  past  have  been  received  and  disbursed 

among  the  poor,  we  mean  to  keep  a  more  com- 
plete record  of  all  contributions  of  a  general  char- 
acter from  Jan.  1,  1896,  so  that,  if  desirable,  a  full 

report  of  our  work  may  be  given  regularly.  In 
this  way  our  friends  may  know  better  what  is  used 

here  to  carry  on  the  work.  Sister  Boone  has  fre- 
quently said  in  the  past,  that,  should  any  persons 

not  hearing  from  us,  be  in  doubt  as  to  whether 
ntributions  have  been  received  or  not,  they 

fer  a  favor  by  writing  us  to  make  inquiry, 

make  this  request  relating  to  the  current 

ns  of  clothing  and  money.  Some  of  our 
ost  interesting  children  are  enabled  to  attend  our 

rnday  schools  by  means  of  the  clothing  made  and 
sent  us  by  kind  hearts  and  willing  hands.  Dorcas 

consecrated  her  needle  to  the  Lord,  and  the  gar- 

ments have  been  multiplying  ever  since  and  cloth- 

ing the  poor  and  needy.  "What  is  in  thine  hand?" 
"In  this  world  it  is  not  what  we  take  up,  but  what 

we  give  up  that  makes  us  rich." 
—Henry  Ward  Beecher  once  said,  "There  are 

many  troubles  which  you  cannot  cure  by  the  Bible 
and  hymn  book,  but  which  you  can  cure  by  a  good 

perspiration  and  a  breath  of  fresh  air."  The  truth 
of  these  words,  as  the  author  doubtless  meant,  is 

frequently  verified  by  our  experiences  as  we  go 

around  among  the  poor,  finding  the  houses  filled 
with  a  stifling  atmosphere.  Upon  entering  the 

door  we  are  often  made  to  take  a  step  backwards 

for  a  "  breath  of  fresh  air."  It  is  not  unlike  the 
Christ  life  to  propose  the  cleansing,  clothing  and 

feeding  physically,  thus  paving  the  way  for  spirit- 
ual feeding.     Even   this  requires  discretion,   how- 

"  Men  must  be  taught  as  if  you  taught  them  not, 
And  things  unknown,  proposed  as  things  forgot." 7/  Waller  St.,  Chicago. 

then 

donatit 
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There  is  still  plenty  of  missionary  work  to  be 

done.  On  the  Island  of  Java,  lying  to  the  south  of 
China,  there  is  said  to  be  a  population  of  20,000 
souls,  with  only  20,000  natives  who  believe  in  the 
Bible,  and  thirty  missionaries. 

More  is  paid  to  the  merchants  of  Africa  for 

ostrich  feathers  than  is  given  to  carry  on  mission- 
ary work  in  the  whole  world.  And  not  a  few  of 

these  feathers  are  worn  by  women  who  profess 
Christianity,  and  ought  to  be  able  to  make  a  better 

use  of  their  money. 

The  power  of  a  preacher  is  paralyzed  when  he 

ceases  to  be  natural,  and  becomes  only  a  "copy- 

book pattern"  of  other  and  more  noted  men.  His 
influence  will  "grow  smaller  by  degrees"  as  he 
gets  older,  until,  at  last,  his  sayings  will  fall  dead  at 
the  feet  of  his  hearers.  This  copying  business  ac- 

counts for  the  fruitlessness  of  the  ministry  of  not 

a  few.  They  have  never  read  to  profit  the  story  of 

David  in  Saul's  armor. 

f  It  is  said  that  the  American  people  give  annu- 
ally, 85,500,000  for  missions,  home  and  foreign;  for 

finger  rings,  $70000,000;  for  jewelry,  8300,000,000; 
for  amusements,  8200,000,000;  for  tobacoo,  8600,- 

000.000;  and  for  liquor,  81,000,000,000.  We  won- 

der how  many  readers  of  the  Messenger  contrib- 
uted to  these  various  funds!  Fortunate  is  the  one 

who  can  say  that  he  contributed  solely  to  the  first 
item  on  the  list.  Such  a  person  will  be  ready  at 

any  time  to  render  to  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  an 

scitpount  for  the  use  he  has  made  of  the  means  in- 
trusted to  him. 

f  A  FEW  years  since,  Mr.  Spurgeon  said:  "There 
is  not  a  thimbleful  of  martyr  blood  in  all  Christen- 

dom." At  the  moment  there  was  living  among  the 

"unspeakable  Turks"  a  multitude  of  Christians, 
natives,  and  foreign  missionaries,  who  have  since 

given  up  their  lives  rather  than  their  religion.  In 
the  recent  massacre  at  Harpoot  the  first  victim 

of  sixty  men  and  women,  "who  were  deliberately 
shot  or  stabbed,"  "was  the  Protestant  pastor  who 
met  his  death  like  a  martyr,  urging  his  fellow- 

Christians  to  die  as  became  their  calling."  Ste- 
phen himself  was  not  more  faithful  to  his  Lord. 

What  of  the  unlimited  darkness  of  the  vast  in- 

terior of  Africa?  What  of  the  untouched  millions 

on  the  whole  course  of  the  Nile,  where  from  Ugan- 

da to  close  on  the  Mediterranean  it  runs  through 

pagan  country  without  one  ray  of  Gospel  light? 

With  an  area  of  12,000,000  square  miles,— equalling 

all  Europe  and  North  America  combined,— her 

population  is  estimated  at  200,000,000,  one-seventh 

of  the  whole  human  race.  One-sixth  of  the  pagan 

population  of  the  world  is  found  in  Africa;  five 

hundred  of  her  languages  and  dialects  have  never 

yet  been  reduced  to  writing.  From  Senegambia 

4,500  miles  across  to  Abyssinia,  90,000,000  people 

and  one  hundred  languages,  into  which  the  Word 

of  God  has  not  been  translated.  It  lies  unentered, 

almost  untouched  The  Koran  is  carried  thither 

by  the  Arab,  the  Gospel  by  Christians.  No! 

Traders  have  reached  the  heart  of  this  country. 

Gin  and  gunpowder  are  finding  their  way  in  thither. 

But  the  messengers  of  Jesus— the  Water  of  Life,— 
not  yet!— African  News. 

WHERE  OUR  PREACHERS  ARE. 

BY  J.  E.  BLOUGH. 

(  According  to  the  Brethren's  Almanac  of  1896 

our  church  has  2,147  preachers,  distributed  as  fol- 

lows; Pennsylvania,   339;  Indiana,  317;  Ohio,  221; 

irginia,  197;  Kansas,  195;  Illinois,  143;  Iowa,  137; 
West  Virginia,  104;  Missouri,  ,01;  Maryland,  72; 
Tennessee,  56;  Nebraska,  55;  Michigan,  26;  North 
Carolina,  24;  California,  22;  Oregon,  16;  Arkan- 

sas, 14;  Oklahoma,  14;  Colorado,  13;  Wisconsin,  8; 
Minnesota,  8;  Louisiana,  7;  Sweden,  7;  Texas,  6; 
Idaho,  5;  South  Dakota,  5;  New  Jersey,  5;  Den- 

mark, 5;  North  Dakota,  4;  Florida,  3;  Alabama,  3; 
Washington,  3;  Arizona,  3;  Washington,  D.  C,  1; 
South  Carolina,  1;  Connecticut  1;  Nevada,  1; 
Georgia,  I;  India,  1;  Asia  Minor,  I. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  we  have  ministers  in 

thirty-six  States  in  the  Union,  in  two  countries  of 
Europe,  and  in  two  in  Asia.  In  all  New  England 

we  have  one,— and  he  a  student,— and  in  the  "  Em- 

pire State "  not  one.  In  all  the  Southern  States 
there  are  only  seventy-three,  and  west  of  the  Mis- 

sissippi River  there  are  five  hundred  and  ninety- 

six, — less  than  twice  as  many  as  in  Pennsylvania. 
Half  of  our  preachers  live  in  Pennsylvania,  In- 

diana, Ohio  and  Virginia.  How  many  of  these 
could  be  spared  to  go  to  Canada,  New  York,  New 

England  and  the  South,  and  let  still  the  same 
amount  of  work  be  done  at  home?  Oh,  my  dear 

fellow-preachers,  let  us  awaken  to  a  full  sense  of 
our  duty  in  carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  new  fields. 

There  are,  on  an  average,  throughout  the  Brother- 
hood, about  forty  members  to  each  preacher. 

Manassas,  Va. 

SUPPORTING  MISSIONARIES. 

BY  J.  M.  KEENY. 

I  think  a  special  popular  subscription  could  eas- 
ily be  raised  to  send  a  missionary  to  Florida.  I 

think  the  missionary  feeling  or  spirit  among  us  is 

great  enough  to  respond  freely  to  any  appeal  for 
mission  work.  While  greatly  in  favor  of  foreign 
missions,  I  think  we  should  start  at  once  a  mission 

among  the  American  Indians.  From  Bro.  stover's 
late  letter  one  might  infer  that  there  are  those  who 

are  opposed  to  the  India  Mission,  and  who  might 
complain  of  it  costing  too  much.  I  hope  there 
are  none  such  among  us,  but  to  avoid  any  minds 

from  being  exercised  over  it,  let  us  raise  a  fund 

by  popular  subscription,  to  pay  this  expense  en- 
tire, and  by  so  doing,  relieve  the  India  Mission 

Fund,  and  any  minds  that  may  be  trouhled  about  it. 

If  any  missionary  is  willing  to  sacrifice  home  as- 
sociations and  comforts,  and  go  into  foreign  lands 

to  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Je- 
sus Christ,  we  should  willingly  supply  all  means 

necessaiy  for  them  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life, 
while  there.  This  is  imperative  upon  us.  Their 

sacrifice  is  greater  than  all  our  means. 
Let  there  be  only  one  rallying  cry  among  us: 

"  None  for  self,  but  all  for  the  cause  of  Christ." 
Don't  understand  me  to  mean  that  we  want  our 
missionaries  to  be  spendthrifts,  but  we  do  want 

them  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life  while  in  their 

isolated  homes.  Sorry  indeed,  would  I  be  if  I 

thought  1  were  one  who  was  10  blame  for  our  mis- 
sionaries even  thinking  of  living  a  life  of  penury 

in  ord.  r  to  satisfy  my  perverted  idea.  May  our 

missions  increase  until  we  are  represented  in  every 

nation  and  clime! 
Port  Alleghany,  Pa. 

REMARKS. 

We  are  pleased  to  state  that  a  movement  is  on 

foot  to  locate  a  missionary  in  Florida.  The  Gen- 

eral Mission  Board  is  giving  the  matter  special  at- 

tention, and  we  hope  for  good  results.  The  Board 

may  be  addressed  at  this  place,  and  is  always  ready 

to  receive  liberal  donations  for  the  support  of  any 

or  all  of  the  missions  it  has  in  charge. — Ed. 

THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  MONSOON. 

BY  W.  B.   STOVER  IN  THE    MISSIONARY  VISIT
OR. 

The  breaking  of  the  monsoon,  we  had  expected, 

would  be  attended  with  great  fury,  thunder 
 and 

lightning,  but  one  day  in  the  middle  of  June 
 a  drop 

of  rain  fell,  and  then  a  few  other  drops,  a
nd  then 

there  was  a  quiet  shower,  and  the  m
onsoon  had 

come  to  our  part  of  India.  For  two  weeks  follow- 
ing a  good  deal  of  rain  fell.  The  little  rice  fields, 

surrounded  by  mud  fences,  were  covered  with  wa- 
ter. Then  for  about  two  weeks  the  rains  ceased,  as 

if  purposely  to  give  the  people  opportunity  to  do 
their  plowing  and  planting.  The  native  planter 
now  got  into  the  rice  fields,  and  in  water  half  way 

to  his  knees,  with  oxen  and  plow,  after  the  pat- 
tern of  plows  of  a  thousand  years  ago,  he  prepared 

the  soil  for  the  rice.  About  one  field  out  of  three 

was  seeded  at  once,  and  when  that  had  grown  large 

enough  it  was  transplanted  to  the  other  little  fields 
being  simply  stuck  into  the  water  and  mud  in  little 
bunches  three  or  four  inches  apart.  The  rice  gets 
no  more  attention  until  the  harvest. 

Before  the  close  of  the  monsoon,  and  as  the  close 

is  approaching,  the  rain  sometimes  falls  in  torrents. 
I  was  quite  amused  at  seeing  the  description  of  a 
heavy  rain-storm  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  in  a 
Franklin  County  paper,  where  it  said  that  all  day 
and  night  the  rain  poured  down,  and  altogether  (if  I 
remember  correctly)  about  one  and  a  half  inches  of 
rain  fell!  At  one  station  about  four  hundred  miles 

from  Bulsar,  there  fell,  this  season,  ten  inches  of 
rain  in  seven  hours! 

The  rain  usually  conies  to  us  from  the  West,  but 

the  closing  showers,  toward  the  end  of  September, 
come  from  the  Fast.  So  one  can  easily  know  when 
the  last  showers  of  the  monsoon  are  at  hand. 

Immediately  after  these  last  showers,  sometimes 
in  the  intervals  of  the  last  showers,  the  rice  harvest 

and  the  cutting  of  grass  begins.  Women  and  men 
all  turn  out  with  sickle  in  hand  to  cut  off  the  staple 

product  and  food  of  the  country.  It  is  tied  in- 
to small  sheaves,  and  after  it  is  all  cut  off,  it  is  re- 

moved from  the  field.  I  do  not  know  if  all  India 

adopts  the  same  method  of  "  hauling  in  "  or  not. 
I  only  speak  now  of  what  we  saw.  Again  men  and 
women  go  to  the  little  fields,  and  the  men  gather 

together  the  little  bundles  into  piles  about  the  size 
of  a  common  shock  of  wheat,  and  tie  a  rope  about 

the  pile  lying  before  them,  Then  a  man  and  a 
woman  take  hold  of  the  bundle,  one  on  each  side, 

and  together  they  lift  it  high  up  with  their  hands, 
then  the  woman  steps  under  it  and  carries  it  away 
on  her  head.  Meanwhile  the  man  gets  another 

bundle  ready  for  the  woman,  and  then  waits  for  her 
return. 

The  making  of  hay  always  sends  a  sweet  scent 
over  the  land  at  home.  Here  it  is  different.  They 

tell  us  the  air  passing  over  the  cut  grass  becomes 
unhealthful. 
When  the  monsoons  come  all  nature  affords 

abundant  vegetation.  It  is  wet  and  hot,  and  the 

growth  is  like  in  a  huge  hotbed.  But  when  the 
monsoons  come  to  their  close,  it  remains  hot,  and 

the  evaporation  continues  rapidly,  and  general  de- 
cay begins.  Suppose  you  have  a  full  hotbed  and 

quit  watering  it.  Old  water-soaked  wood  decays. 
The  small  grass  decays.  The  vegetable  matter  in 

general  enters  more  or  less  into  decay,  and  growth 

ceases  to  be  rapid.  Hence  it  is  that  October  is  re- 

garded as  the. most  unhealthy  month  in  India.  To- 
ward the  close  of  October  the  nights  begin  to  get 

very  much  cooler,  while  the  days  remain  quite 
heated.  By  the  end  of  November  the  days  are  less 

heated,  and  I  think  at  that  time  it  is  generally  con- 
sidered the  best  to  come  to  India  if  you  mean  to 

stay.  December  and  January  are  cooler  than  No- 
vember, but  all  through  the  winter  months  the 

leaves  cling  to  the  trees,  and  as  a  general  thing  they 

don't  let  go  till  the  new  ones  shove  them  off.  On 

Christmas  or  New  Year's  Day  one  can  go  wandering 

about,  always  carrying  an  umbrella,  however,  and 

gather  flowers  here  and  therefrom  bush  or  tree. 
But  the  close  of  the  monsoon  means  go  to  more 

work  to  the  missionary.  From  September  to  June 
no  rain  falls,  and  the  man  of  God  can  go  to  the 

towns  or  villages  far  in  the  interior  and  tell  the  Gos- 

pel story  there.  Then  he  can  camp  out  at  night. 

Then  the  roads  are  passable.  Then  is  also  the  cool- 
est season.  Then  is  his  best  time  to  work,  although 

he  works  all  the  year.  Bless  God  for  the  seasons, 

for  the  promise  is  that  they  shall  continue  while  the 

world  stands! 

Bulsar,  India. 
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BrO.  Jacob  Witmore  is  engaged  in  a 
ncetings  at  Garrison,  Iowa. 

Bko.  James  R.  Gish's  condition   is 
couraging  than  was  reported  last  week. 

ght   confessions   are   reported    at   the  Tri 

ch,  Cook's  Creek  congregation,  Va. 

n.  F.  Miller,  of  Io 
short  call   last  week 

,  favored  the  Mount 

Bro.   Ben.  is  always 

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  is  expected  to  commence 

a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Union  Bridge  congrega- 
tion, Md.,  April  IS. 

Sister  Rosie  S.  Mvers  writes  us  that  quite  re- 
cently thirty-four  persons  were  added  to  the  New 

Enterprise  church,  Pa. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Northwestern  Kansas 
and  Northern  Colorado  will  be  held  in  the  M.  E. 

church  at  Portis,  Kans.,  April  24. 

Seven  accessions  are  reported  as  the  result  of 
series  of  meetings  held  at  the  Mohler  house  in 

he  Lower  Cumberland  church,  Pa. 

The  scries  of  meetings  in  the  Oakland  church, 
Ohio,  conducted  by  Bro.  Isaac  Frantz,  closed  with 
sixteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 

uring  a  three  weeks'  series  of  meetings  ir 
nel's  Creek  church,  Ohio,  seven  united 
church  by  confession  and  baptism. 

The    Brethren    at   Arcadia,    Nebr.,    closed    thei 
recent  series  of  meetings  with  a  love  feast.    Ther 

tine  applicants  awaiting  baptisn were,  at  the  tin 

the 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  on  account  of  a  lack  of 

meapiV'evangelistic  work  must  be  discontinued  for 
a  Jrfme  in  some  of  the  State  Districts.  Such  a  state 

,-vof  affairs  ought  not- to  happen.  The  summer  sea- 
son is  the  very  best  time  for  good  work  in  some 

parts  of  the  country. 

Six    recently    applied    for    membership 
Moscow  church,   Idaho.     The  Brethren  ai 

ing  more  helpers   in   the  West.    Who   can  go  to 
their  assistance? 

Bro.  Walter  Swihart  writes  us  from  Alpha, 

Ari„  where  he  is  now  teaching  school.  He  says 

his  wife's  health  is  much  improved,  and  that  they 
expect  to  make  their  home  at  Glendale. 

Bro.  J.  K.  Miller  and  wife  left  North  Man- 
chester, Ind ,  last  week  for  Kauffman,  Pa.  Bro. 

Miller  expects  to  spend  the  coming  summer  preach- 
ing in  some  of  the  churches  in  the  East. 

We  are  receiving  a  number  of  communications, 
thanking  us  for  mailing  the  Messenger  one  day 
earlier  than  heretofore.  Most  of  our  readers  now 

receive  the  paper  not  later  than  Saturday. 

Bro.  H.  C.  Early  did  a  good  work  in  the  Knob 
Creek  church,  Tenn.  He  closed  his  meetings  with 
fifteen  baptized  and  one  applicant.  He  thinks 
East  Tennessee  an  inviting  place  for  the  Brethren. 

As  the  result  of  three  meetings  in  the  Upper 

Codorus  church,  Pa.,  by  Bro.  Orville  Long,  the 

last  of  February,  five  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side 
and  were  baptized.  So  writes  sister  Amanda  K. Miller.    

One  of  our  readers  in  Arkansas,  when  renewing 

his  subscription  with  the  cash,  says:  "  I  can  again 
read  the  title  clear  on  the  wrapper  of  the  good  old 

paper  to  the  end  of  the  year  1896."  The  thought 
is  a  good  one. 

The  members  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  are  persis- 

tent workers.  They  still  continue  their  meetings, 
and  when  last  heard  from  there  were  thirty-nine 
applicants  for  membership,  all  but  ten  of  whom 
had  been  baptized. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Eastern  Maryland  will 

be  held  in  the  Sams  Creek  meetinghouse,  April 
21.  Each  delegate  should  come  prepared  to  ex- 

press the  mind  of  his  church  in  regard  to  calling 
for  the  Annual  Meeting  in  1897. 

The  sisters  in  the  Chicago  mission  should  be 

addressed  at  71  Waller  Street,  their  present  place 
of  residence.  Donations  intended  for  the  Breth- 

ren's Mission  in  that  city  should  be  sent  to  sister 
Elizabeth  Howe,  71  Waller  Street. 
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Writing  from  Huntsdale,  Pa.,  March  2,  Bro.  H. 

K.  Miller  says:  "Yesterday  we  had  a  Pentecostal 
feast.  Ten  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 

This  makes  twenty-seven  baptized  here  since  the 
New  Year.  More  are  coming,  and  more  are  al- 

most persuaded." 

Writing  from  Clover,  N.  C,  Bro.  G.  A.  Brans- 

com  says:  "We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  very  good 
meeting.  Brethren  G.  C.  Bowman  and  C.  H. 
Diehl,  from  Tennessee,  have  been  with  us  a  week, 

preaching  day  and  night.  Eight  have  come  out  and 

have  been  baptized."     Later,— Sixteen  applicants. 

Bro.  Wm.  M.  Lyon,  having  formally  resigned  his 
charge  of  the  mission  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in 
February,  the  General  Mission  Board,  at  its  last 

meeting,  held  at  this  place,  appointed  Bro.  Albert 
Hollinger,  of  Huntsdale,  Pa.,  to  take  his  place. 
Bro.  Hollinger  took  charge  of  the  mission  a  few 
weeks  ago,  and  may  now  be  addressed  at  349 
Eleventh  Street,  S.  E. 

The  Brethren  in  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  are  greatly 
encouraged  in  their  work.  Their  Sunday  school 
numbers  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty,  while  the 
membership  has  been  more  than  doubled  during 
the  last  few  weeks.  These  earnest  workers  cer- 

tainly ought  to  have  a  minister  located  amone 

them.  
B 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Public  Ledger,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  contains  a  very  instructive  and  well- 

illustrated  article  concerning  the  old  Germantown 
church.  The  article  is  so  full  of  information  re- 

specting the  early  history  of  the  church  that  it 
will  prove  exceedingly  interesting  reading  in  all 
parts  of  the  Brotherhood,  hence  we  shall  give  it  — 
slightly  abridged,— in  our  next  issue.  And  while 
the  Messenger  is  not  an  illustrated  journal  it  will 
contain  three  of  the  cuts  that  appear  in  the  Ledger, 
which  will  make  the  article  all  the  more  interesting. 

On  account  of  sickness  Bro.  Peter  Stuckman  had 
to  close  his  interesting  and  promising  meetings  at 

Wakarusa,  Ind.,  March  1.  There  were  eleven  ap- 

plicants for  membership. 

For  once,  after  all  of  his  travels,  Bro.  Miller 

thinks  that  he  has  seen  the  top  of  the  world 

though  he  was  not  able  to  reach  it.  Under  date 
of  Jan.  31  he  writes  us  from  the  Himalayas,  the 

highest  range  of  mountains  on  the  globe.  From 
there  he  returned  to  Calcutta,  India,  to  continue 
his  journey  towards  China  and  Japan.  At  this 

date  he  is  probably  in  China. 

VALUE  OF  A  KIND  VOICE. 

A  brother  sends  us  the  following  clipping  from 

the  New  York  Press.  He  says  that  the  reading  of  it 

has  done  him  good,  and  it  may  prove  helpful  to 

others.  We  certainly  commend  it.  It  would  do 

some  people  good  to  read  it  every  day  for  months: 

"There  is  no  power  of  love  so  hard  to  get  and 
keep  as  a  kind  voice.  A  kind  hand  is  deaf  and 
dumb.  It  may  be  rough  in  flesh  and  blood,  yet  do 
the  work  of  a  soft  heart,  and  do  it  with  a  soft  touch. 

But  there  is  no  one  thing  that  love  so  much  needs  as 
a  sweet  voice  to  tell  what  it  means  and  feels,  and  it  is 

hard  to  get  and  keep  it  in  the  right  tone.  One  must 
start  in  youth  and  be  on  the  watch,  night  and  day, 
at  work  or  at  play,  to  get  and  keep  a  voice  that  shall 
speak  at  all  times  the  thoughts  of  a  kind  heart.  It 
is  often  in  youth  that  one  gets  a  voice  or  a  tone 

that  is  sharp,  and  it  sticks  to  him  through  life,  and 

stirs  up  ill-will  and  grief,  and  falls  like  a  drop  of 
gall  on  the  sweets  of  home.  Watch  it  day  by  day 

as  a  pearl  of  great  price,  for  it  will  be  worth  more 
to  you  in  days  to  come  than  the  best  pearl  hid  in 
the  seas.  A  kind  voice  is  to  the  heart  what  light  is 

to  the  eye.  It  is  a  light  that  sings  as  well  as 

shines." 

PRINCIPLES  AND  DETAILS. 

Please  tell  me  just  where  the  Scriptures  state  our*Vc- act  order  for  receiving  applicants  into  the  church.  I  mean 
from  the  time  we  lay  the  order  before  them  until  they  are 
baptized.     I  have  searched  for  it,  but  cannot  find  it. 

A.  J.  P. 
To  not  a  few  this  may  seem  like  a  very  simple 

question.  There  is  probably  more  in  it  than  most 

people  are  ready  to  admit.     Hence  these  remarks. 

The  New  Testament  seldom  gives  the  manner 

of  approaching  or  performing  an  ordinance  in  de- 
tail. Only  the  principles  are  given  and  the  detail 

is  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  church  to  regulate 

as  circumstances  may  demand.  By  taking  a  little 
here  and  a  little  there  we  learn  that,  in  order  to 

enter  the  church,  and  receive  pardon,  the  sinner 

must  believe,  repent,  confess  Christ  and  be  bap- 
tized. These  are  principles  that  dare  not  be 

changed,  modified  or  set  aside.  But  the  layi'g 
of  the  order  before  the  applicants,  the  reading 

of  Matt.  18,  taking  the  vote  of  the  church,  as  well 
as  the  making  of  the  application  for  membership, 

enter  into  the  domain  of  expediency  and  detail, 

and  in  different  ages,  as  well  as  under  different 

circumstances,  might  vary  without  affecting  the 

principles  themselves. 

When  the  Eunuch  was  baptized  the  church  was 

not  consulted,  for  there  was  no  church  present. 
Matt.  18  was  not  read  to  the  applicant  on  the  day 

of  Pentecost  for  it  was  not  yet  written.  In  the 

early  history  of  the  apostles,  it  was  not  necessary 

to  lay  before  the  applicants  any  particular  order 

pertaining  to  non-conformity,  non-resistance,  non- 
swearing,  secret  societies,  etc.,  for  in  that  age 
there  were  no  Christian  denominations  teaching, 

or  even  favoring  loose  views  respecting  matters 
of  this  character,  nor  would  it  be  necessary  to  do 

so  even  now,  if  the  various  denominations  were 

as  particular  concerning  these  duties  as  they  are 

respecting  the  importance  of  honesty,  morality, 

truthfulness  and  prayer.     But  because  of  a  general 
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looseness  among  the  professing  Christians  of  this 

age  on  non-conformity,  non-resistence,  etc.,  it  has 
become,  at  least,  expedient  for  our  people  to 

enter  more  into  detail  in  preparing  applicants  for 

membership  than  it  otherwise  would  be. 
When  we  are  asked  for  the  chapter  and  verse 

in  the  support  of  the  principles  held  by  the  Breth- 

ren church,  we  can  give  them;  but  when  we  are 

asked  for  the  quotation  setting  forth  this,  that 

and  the  other  detail,  relating  to  the  carrying  out 
of  these  principles,  we  do  not  give  it.  Matters 

of  detail  must  be  determined  by  that  rare  quality 
in  the  human  mind  known  as  wisdom.  And  God 

has  promised  wisdom  to  those  who  pray  for  it, 
and  will  make  the  proper  use  of  it. 
And  while  the  expediencies,  incidents  and  de- 

tails, associated  with  principles,  may  vary  more 
or  less  under  different  circumstances,  we  see  no 

reason  for  any  of  our  churches  in  America  depart- 

ing from  the  order  of  receiving  members  as  agreed 

upon  by  our  people.  Since  we  are  of  the  same 

mind  and  the  same  judgment  respecting  this  mat- 

ter, it  will  be  found  wise  to  let  well  enough  alone. 

____^^^_  J-  H-  M- 

TRINE  IMMERSION. 

Last  December  there  appeared  in  the  Advent 

Review,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  two  editorials  against 

trine  immersion,  to  which  we  are  requested  to 

reply.  Before  doing  so,  we  wish  to  state  that 

the  discussion  of  this  subject  is  becoming  more 

general  than  in  former  years.  The  opening  up 
of  missions  in  the  East,  where  trine  immersion  has 

been  the  prevailing  practice  from  remote  Christian 

antiquity,  is  bringing  the  question  to  the  notice 
of  the  West  more  fully  than  before,  and  in  time 

we  may  look  for  it  to  command  considerable  at- 

tention. Still,  in  the  minds  of  most  religious  peo- 

ple, the  question  is  virtually  settled,  for  all  Chris- 
tian denominations  of  note  are  now  recognizing 

K\\p!e  immersion  as  valid  baptism.  To  this  gen- 
eral agreement  the  Adventists,  who  are  of  quite 

recent  origin,  and  number  only  about  73,000,  are 

a  very  unfortunate  exception.  We  have  not  yet 

heard  of  them  recognizing  trine  immersion. 

But  to  the  editorials  referred  to,  and  this  reply 

will  be  brief.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  reply  to 
an  article  when  the  author  does  not  understand 

the  point  in  an  argument,  or  purposely  misrepre- 
sents it.  To  illustrate,  Mr.  Smith,  the  editor  of 

the  Review,  maintains  that  if  baptizo  is  a  frequenta- 
tive verb,  and  demands  three  actions,  and  that 

if  the  commission  is  elliptical  and  means,  "  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Son,  and  baptizing 

them  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  then  there 
must  be  nine  immersions  to  meet  the  requirements 

of  what  we  claim  for  the  baptismal  formula.  It 

is  well  known  that  no  scholar  among  our  people 

maintains  that  baptizo  means  to  dip  three  times. 

Some,  backed  by  good  linguistic  authority,  hold 

that  baptizo  is  a  frequentative  verb,  and  the  simple 

fact  that  it  is  employed  in  the  baptismal  formula, 

is  strong  proof  in  defense  of  the  repetition  of  the 
action,  otherwise  a  frequentative  verb  would  not 
have  been  used.  This  is  maintained  in  harmony 

with  the  rules  governing  the  Greek  language. 

Then,  referring  to  the  rules  governing  the  English 
language,  we  hold  that  the  formula  is  elliptical, 

and  by  supplying  the  ellipsis  the  repetition  of 

'he  action  is  brought  out  forcibly  even  in  our  own 
mother  tongue.  But  Mr.  Smith  confuses  these 

two  arguments  in  order  to  make  a  case  seem 

ridiculous.  While  the  verb  baptizo  is  frequentative 

ln  form,  and  is  employed  where  a  repetition  of 

'he  action  is  required,  still  the  number  of  the 
actions  cannot  be  determined  by  the  verb  itself, 

but  by  the  modifying  elements  in  the  formula, 

a"d  these  being  three— of  the  Father,  of  the  Son, 

of  the  Holy  Ghost,— show  that  there  must  be  three 
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actions  to  fill  the  demands  of  the  commission. 
And  since  Mr.  Smith  misrepresents  the  arguments 
here  referred  to,  what  he  says  concerning  the 
frequentative  verb  and  elliptical  sentence  has  no 
bearing  whatever  on  the  question. 
Mr.  Smith  goes  to  three  different  parts  of  the 

Scripture,  selects  a  few  words  from  each,  and 
makes  up  this  sentence: 

The  Scriptures  plainly  teach  that  Christ  will  come  in  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  and  in  his  own  glory,  and  in  that  of  the 
holy  angels.  According  to  the  trine  immersionist's  argument, we  should  have  to  come  to  this  conclusion:  Christ  will  come 
(once)  in  the  glory  of  the  Father  (Mark  8:38);  and  he  will 
come  (another  time)  in  his  own  glory  (Matt.  25:31);  and  he 
will  come  (a  third  time)  in  the  glory  of  the  angels.  2  Thess. 
1:7,8.  According  to  the  analogy  of  language  this  would  be 
an  exact  parallel  to  their  claim  on  Matt.  28;  19. 

We  will  try  this  way  of  putting  Scripture  togeth- 
er and  see  how  Mr.  Smith  likes  it: 

Baptizing  them  (once)  into  the  name  of  the  Father  (Matt. 
28:  rg),  and  baptizing  them  (another  time)  into  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  (Acts  2:38),  and  baptizing  them  (the  third  time) 
into  the  name  of  the  Spirit  (1  Cor.  12: 13). 

We  suggest  that  if  Mr.  Smith  wants  a  sentence 

that  is  parallel  with  the  commission,  that  he  select 
one  that  has  the  transitive  instead  of  the  intransitive 

verb,  for  he  certainly  knows  that  baptizing  in  the 
commission  is  transitive  while  come  in  his  sentence 
is  intransitive. 

Mr.  Smith  further  maintains  that  since  business, 

by  one  single  act,  can  be  done  in  the  firm  name 

of  Field,  Jacobs  and  Simson,  so  by  one  single  act 
can  baptism  be  performed  in  the  name  of  the 

Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

If  the  apostle  had  been  commanded  to  baptize  in 

the  firm  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 

such  an  argument  might  have  some  weight.  As 

a  parallel  it  would  be  better  to  say,  that  since  no 
bill  can  become  a  law  in  the  United  States  until 

it  receives  the  approval  of  Congress,  and  the 

Senate,  and  the  President  (three  separate  acts), 

so  no  baptism  can  be  recognized  as  legal  unless 

it  has  been  properly  performed  into  the  name  of 

the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

(three  acts).     This  would  be  more  of  a  parallel. 
In  a  second  article  the  editor  undertakes  to  show 

that  trine  immersion  is  out  of  harmony  with  the 

type  of  baptism.  As  we  bury  but  once,  plant  but 
once,  and  are  born  but  once,  he  thinks,  proves  that 
we  should  be  immersed  but  the  one  time.  Well, 

that  depends  upon  whether  it  is  the  rule  for  types 

and  antitypes  to  agree  in  number.  We  read  that 

the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  ten  virgins. 

Here  we  have  ten  virgins  as  the  type  and  the  one 

kingdom  as  the  antitype, — one  on  the  one  side 
and  ten  on  the  other.  Why  can  we  not,  with  the 

same  propriety,  have  one  on  the  one  side  and 
three  on  the  other  in  Christian  baptism?  In  the 

face  of  this  fact  Mr.  Smith's  argument  falls  to 

pieces.    There  is  nothing  in  it. 
Then  he  says  because  we  immerse  or  dip  three 

times  we  have  three  baptisms  instead  of  one  bap- 
tism, as  mentioned  by  Paul  in  Eph.  4:  5.  He  can 

not  conceive  the  idea  of  one  baptism  in  three 

immersions  of  the  body.  Paul  mentions  one  faith. 

Since  a  man  may  believe  in  the  Father,  and  after- 
wards in  the  Son,  and  still  later  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 

Mr.  Smith  might,  with  equal  propriety,  insist  upon 

every  devout  Jew  having  three  faiths  instead  of 

the  one  faith  recommended  by  Paul.  So  it  will 

be  seen  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  argument. 

The  editorials  referred  to  contain  several  other 

points  that  have  been  refuted  so  often  that  it 

seems  hardly  necessary  to  notice  them  at  this 

time.  We  only  wish  to  state  that  what  the  writer 

says  about  the  Jews  burying  their  dead  on  their 

backs  needs  proof.  And  even  if  he  could  prove 

it,  that  would  not  prove  that  the  backward  
im- 

mersion of  the  West  is  over  four  hundred  years 

old.  It  is  a  modern  invention,  having  no  claims,  
1 

whatever,  dating  beyond  the  Reformation. J.  H.  M.       I 

EDITORIAL  QLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Eleven. 

HINDUISM. — CASTE  AND  IDOLATRY. 

It  would  be  but  an  easy  matter  to  fill  a  volume 
with  incidents  showing  to  what  extent  caste  con- 

trols the  Hindus  in  their  relation  to  each  other,  and 
in  their  dealing  with  strangers.  Only  a  very  few 
instances  can  be  given  in  the  space  allotted.  When 
making  purchases  at  the  shops,  the  Hindu  trades- 

man, instead  of  handing  you  the  money  that  is  due 
you  in  change,  drops  it  into  your  hand.  If  the 
high-caste  shop-keeper  should  but  touch  the  hand 
of  a  customer  of  a  lower  caste  he  would  at  once  be- 

come impure  and  unclean.  We  noticed  this  peculi- 
arity many  times  in  dealing  with  the  natives. 

In  drinking  from  a  vessel  the  liquid  is  poured  in- 

to the  mouth  in  a  constant  stream,  so  that  the  lips 
do  not  become  polluted  by  coming  in  contact  with 

a  cup,  bowl,  or  glass,  that  may  have  been  touched 
in  manufacture,  or  sale,  by  one  of  a  lower  caste  than 

the  drinker.  If  you  would  know  how  difficult  it  is 

to  take  water  in  this  way,  try  it  as  we  did,  and  you 

will  learn  that  drinking  from  a  vessel  is  much  more 
desirable  than  pouring. 

In  the  home  men  and  women  of  different  castes 

must  be  engaged  to  do  different  kinds  of  work.  At 

Bombay  the  men  who  made  the  beds  and  swept  the 
rooms  and  cleaned  the  shoes  could  not  be  induced, 

by  any  means,  to  empty  the  jar  into  which  the  wash 
water  had  been  thrown.  This  was  the  work  of  a 

lower  caste  man,  and  this  work  he  did  every  morn- 
ing. It  required  four  different  persons  to  do  the 

chamber  work.  As  a  result  of  this  senseless  system 

of  caste  there  is  a  small  army  of  servants  about  the 
hotels. 

One  of  the  missionaries  relates  an  amusing  phase 

of  caste  rules.  His  Hindu  servant  would  carry  tea 
and  toast  to  him  in  the  morning  when  he  was  sick, 

but  when  a  boiled  egg  was  wanted  some  one  else 

was  required  to  bring  it.  The  boiling  and  eating 

of  an  egg  implied  to  the  Hindu  the  premature 

death  of  a  prospective  chicken  and  to  him  that 
would  have  been  a  most  serious  offense.  He  drew 

the  caste  line,  and,  as  a  result,  the  Hindu  brought 

the  tea  and  toast,  followed  solemnly  by  another 
servant  with  the  egg. 

At  one  of  the  missions,  during  a  heavy  rain- 

storm, the  roof  of  one  of  the  houses  fell  in  and  cov- 

ered up  a  number  of  low  caste  men.  The  mission- 

ary plead  for  help,  all  in  vain,  from  those  \vho 
passed  by.  No  one  would  lend  a  hand  to  help  the 

poor  fellows  out.  "We  cannot  without  violating 
our  caste,"  they  said,  and  went  their  way,  wholly 
indifferent  to  the  sufferings  of  their  fellows,  and  so 

the  poor  men  remained  under  the  roof  at  least  an 
hour  before  low  caste  men  could  be  secured  to  help 

them  out  of  the  wreck.  It  must  not  be  thought 

that  the  Hindus  are  not  hospitable.  So  far  as 

the  rules  allow  they  are  exceedingly  kind  and  gen- 

erous. But  caste  is  a  sufficient  excuse  for  not  giv- 

ing help  to  a  lower  or  an  unknown  caste. 

Bishop  Hebers  gives  the  following  illustration: 
A  traveler  falls  down  sick  in  the  street  of  a  village, 

— a  real  occurrence, — nobody  knows  to  what  caste 

he  belongs,  therefore  nobody  goes  near  him,  lest 

they  should  become  polluted.  He  wastes  to  death 
before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  community,  unless  the 

jackals  take  courage  from  his  helpless  state  to  fin- 
ish him  a  little  sooner,  and,  perhaps,  as  happened 

in  the  case  here  alluded  to,  the  children  are  allowed 

to  pelt  the  poor  fellow  with  stones  and  mud. 

The  extreme  selfishness  of  caste,  as  here  illustrat- 

ed, is  admitted  freely  by  the  Hindus  themselves 

Selfishness  is  made  a  kind  of  virtue.  You  may- 

judge  a  people  by  their  songs  and  proverbs.  One 
of  the  many  Hindu  proverbs  inculcates  selfishness- 
in  this  way: 
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"  Preserve  your  wife,  prese 
But  give  them  both  to  sai 
There's  other  wealt 

'e  your  pelf, 

than  hii 

purpose 
renounc 

another  wife 

But  where  is  there  another  life?  " 

How  different  is  this  from  the  teaching  of  our 

Savior,  "  He  that  loseth  his  life  for  my  sake  shall 

find  it,"  and  "  ]f  any  man  would  be  my  disciple,  let 
him  deny  himself,  take  up  his  cross  and  follow 

me,"  Surely  we  should  thank  God  for  the  pure, 
holy,  unselfish  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  our  bless- 

ed Savior,  and  thank  him,  too,  with  full  hearts,  that 
the  lines  did  not  fall  to  us  in  this  land  of  idols  and 
caste  distinctions. 

One  of  the  almost  insurmountable  difficulties  in 

the  way  of  the  missionary  is  the  caste  system.  He 

finds  it  even  more  firmly  fixed  in  the  hearts  and 

lives  of  the  people  than  idolatry  itself,  and  it  may 

be  said  to  be  a  great  part  of  their  religion.  Some 

missionaries  sought  success  by  admitting  caste  in- 

to the  congregations  of  their  converts,  but  they  sig- 
nally failed. 

It  seems  entirely  unreasonable  to  us,  but  to  the 

Hindu  it  is  a  great  birthright,  for  caste  depends  up- 
on birth  alone.  No  possible  condition  of  merit  or 

true  worth  avails.  One  of  a  higher  caste  may  be 
degraded  and  sink  into  a  lower  order,  but  there  is 

no  royal  road  for  ascent.  To  be  born  a  Sudra  is  to 

be  a  servant  for  life.  The  gods  have  so  decreed 
and  so  must  it  be.  Between  each  caste  in  the  as- 

cending scale  an  impassable  gulf  is  fixed.  You 

might  as  well,  and  with  far  better  hope  of  success, 

talk  to  an  orthodox  Brahman  of  changing  his  sa- 

cred cow  into  a  horse  or  an  elephant,  as  to  speak  of 
making  a  soldier  or  merchant  of  the  servant  class 

or  a  Brahman  priest  of  any  one  of  a  lower  caste 

self.  The  educated  Brahman  may  have  a 
n  all  this,  for  one  of  their  own  number  who 

s  Hinduism,  says,  "  Caste  is  the  bulwark 
of  Hindu  idolatry,  and  the  safeguard  of  the  Brah- 

minical  priesthood." 
India  caste  is  the  logical  result  of  such  social  and 

class  distinctions,  born  of  pride,  rank,  and  wealth, 
as  are  so  rapidly  gaining  ground  in  our  own  coun- 

try. It  is,  after  all,  only  a  less  exaggerated  form  of 
class  division  which  to-day  separates  and  alienates 
people  in  Europe  and  America.  The  "  Four  Hun- 

dred "  of  New  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  and Boston,  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  and  birth  all  over 
the  country,  with  its  exclusive  social  conditions, 
and  its  selfish,  arrogant  assumption,  which  says:  "  I 
am  better  than  thou,"  and  the  race  question  in  the 
south  are  all  borne  of  the  caste  principle.  And 
these  conditions  need  be  carried  only  a  little  farther 
at  home  until  an  impassable  gulf  is  fixed  between 
the  classes  as  in  India,  "  so  that  they  which  would 
pass  from  hence  to  you  cannot;  neither  can  they 
pass  to  us  that  would  come  from  thence." 

The  important  question  is,  How  shall  this  great 
evil  be  met  and  overthrown?  It  will  be  a  Hercule- 

an task,  and  it  will  take  time.  We  believe  the  on- 
ly anttdote  for  the  pernicious  and  poisonous  system 

as  it  exists  in  India  and  as  it  is  growing  at  home,  is 
the  self-denying  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  His 
teachings,  fully  accepted  and  lived  out  in  the  lives 
of  his  followers,  will  most  assuredly  destroy  all class  distinctions  except  those  based  on  true  worth 
and  merit,  and  these  only  subordinately.  The  Gos- 

pel teaches  the  common  brotherhood  of  all  men 
that  out  of  one  blood  God  made  -all  nations  of 
men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth,"  that  we  all 
are  brethren,  and  that  there  are  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  bond  nor  free,  high  nor  low,  rich  nor  poor 
"  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  Caste  dis- 

tinction and  all  differences  born  of  human  pride 
have  no  place  in  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  On 
the  contrary  it  forbids  all  such  things  and  will  over- 

throw caste  and  unite  all  peoples. 
But  the  religion  of  Christ  will  not  only  overthrow 

caste  in  India.     It  will  destroy  as   well  the  system 

which  mak. 

IDOLATRY 

>  caste  possible.     Before  i 

ling 

to  Ir dia  we  had  heard  much,  and  read  more  about  idols 

and  the  idolatry  of  the  people;  but  the  half  has  nev- 
er yet  been  told.  Neither  can  it  be  told.  Such  is 

the  degradation  to  which  idolatry  has  sui 

of  the  people  of  India  that  it  cannot,  for  the  sake  of 

common  decency,  be  put  into  print.  It  dazes  the 

mind  and  one  is  led  to  exclaim:  "Is  it  possible 
that  men  and  women  can  go  down  so  low  in  degra- 

dation and  depravity  as  these  have  gone?  "  They 

have  "  changed  the  glory  of  the  uncorruptible  God 
into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to 

birds  and  four-footed  beasts  and  creeping  things. 
Wherefore  God  also  gave  them  up  to  uncleanness 
through  the  lust  of  their  own  hearts,  to  dishonor 

their  own  bodies  between  themselves."  This 

strong  language  of  Paul,  with  the  verses  that  follow, 
depicts  the  depraved  state  of  idolatrous  Rome,  but 

the  depth  of  degradation  found  here  is  not  de- 
scribed by  the  inspired  writer. 

In  the  short  time  we  have  been  in  India  we  have 

seen  much  of  the  idolatry  of  the  people.  We  have 
visited  many  of  the  temples  where  images  of  wood, 
clay,  and  stone  were  worshiped.  We  have  seen  the 
Hindu  prostrate  himself  before  his  gods  and  offer 
sacrifices  to  them.  And  we  have  seen  some  of  the 
depravity  and  obscenity  of  idol  worship,  but  we  de- 

sire to  call  other  witness  to  give  testimony. 
The  eminent  Sanscrit  scholar  and  missionary  to 

India,  M.  A.  Sherring,  who  spent  thirty  years 
among  the  Hindus  and  knew  their  sacred  books, 
the  Vedas,  well  says:  "  Idolatry  is  a  charm,  a  fas- 

cination, to  the  Hindu.  It  is,  so  to  speak,  the 
air  he  breathes.  It  is  the  food  of  his  soul.  He 
is  subdued,  enslaved,  befooled  by  it.  The  nature 
of  the  Hindu  partakes  of  the  supposed  nature  of 
the  gods  whom  he  worships.  And  what  is  that 
nature?  According  to  traditions  handed  about 
among  the  natives,  and  constantly  dwelt  upon 
in  their  conversation,  and  referred  to  in  their 

popular  songs,— which,  perhaps,  would  be  suffi- 
cient proof,— yet  more  especially  according  to 

the  numberless  statements  and  narratives  found 
in  their  sacred  writings,  on  which  these  traditions 
are  based,  it  is,  in  many  instances,  vile  and  abom- 

inable to  the  last  degree.  Idolatry  is  a  word  de- 
noting all  that  is  wicked  in  imagination,  and  im- 

pure in  practice.  Idolatry  is  a  demon,— an  incar- 
nation of  all  evil— but  nevertheless  as  bewitching 

and  seductive  as  a  siren.  It  ensnares  the  de- 
praved heart,  coils  around  it  like  a  serpent,  trans- 

fixes it  with  its  deadly  fangs,  and  finally  stings  it  to 

death." 

Another  eminent  authority  on  Hindoo  idol 
worship  has  these  severe  words  upon  the  sub- 

ject. His  party  was  traveling  in  the  Madras 
Presidency  and  they  came  to  a  temple  or 
"  pagoda  whose  high  tower  is  a  revolting  sight. It  is,  in  fact,  a  mass  of  obscenity  cut  in 
stone,  such  as  one  could  hardly  imagine  de- 

pravity itself  capable  of  inventing.  Yet  this 
is  part  and  parcel  of  the  religion  of  Brahma, 
that  religion  upon  the  excellency  of  which 
some  Sanscrit  professors  expatiate!  One  sight 
of  this  temple  at  Cocanada  would  suffice  to 
disabuse  them  of  their  fine  pictures  of  Hindu- 

ism and  of  the  elevating  power  of  the  Vedas. 
A  few  pet  quotations  are  always  at  hand  when 
one  would  praise  Brahmanism.  They  are,  in 

the  oldest  Vedas,  grains  of  wheat  in  bushel's  of chaff.  If  We  would  learn  what  the  Hindu  religion 
really  is,  and  what  are  its  practical  fruits,  we  must 
visit  the  temples  of  India." 

Testimony  of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied  al- 
most indefinitely,  but  this  must  suffice  It  is  suf- 

ficient to  give  the  readers  of  the  Messenger  an 
idea  of  the  depravity  and  exceeding  sinfulness 
brought  upon  the  people  of  India  by  idol  worship. 
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In  our  next  we  shall  have  something  more  i 

about  idolatry. 

"•  L.  m 

'  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY. 

A  LITTLE  BOY  FOR  SALE. 

A  MOTHER  was  busy  at  work  one  day, 
When  her  dear  little  boy  with  his  toys 

Ran  in  from  his  play  as  bright  as  May, 
With  all  of  his  traps  and  noise. 

"You  make  such  a  din,"  she  said  to  him, 
While  he  worked  with  his  tools,  his  joys: 

"  I'll  put  you  to  bed,  or  I'll  sell  you,"  she  said, 
"  To  the  man  who  buys  little  boys." A  little  boy  for  sale; 

A  little  boy  for  sale; 

The  price  is  so  low  you  can  buy  him,  I  know; 

My  little  boy's  for  sale; A  little  boy  for  sale; 

A  little  boy  for  sa'e; He  makes  so  much  noise  with  his  hammer  and  toys, 

My  little  boy's  for  sale. 
The  dear  little  boy  was  quiet  one  day, 

He  had  laid  his  toys  aside. 
The  mother  had  ceased  her  work  to  pray; 

"Oh,  Lord,  with  me  abide;  " 
As  she  sits  by  the  bed  of  her  curly  head, 

A  soft  sweet  song  she  sings; 
When  out  of  the  gloom  of  that  small,  quiet  room 

Comes  the  rustle  of  angels'  wings. There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 

He  was  bought  by  the  love  of  the  Father  above. 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
brought  by  the  love  of  the  Father  above. 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale. 

— Selected  by  Daniel  Beard. 
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THE  FAITH  CURE. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion  recent- 
ly over  what  is  called  Faith  Healing,  and  the  writer 

has  watched  it  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  well  for  me  to  say  that  I  dn  .vot 

know  anything  about  these  individuals,  or  the  'or- 
ganizations that  follow  the  creed  and  practice  un- 

der consideration.  This  does  not  by  any  means  set- 
tle the  matter  of  intelligent  appreciation  or  the  per- 

ception of  possible  truth  in  the  premises.  I  do  not 

know  anything  about  the  "X"  rays  of  light  that 
make  it  possible  to  photograph  the  bones  of  the 
body,  yet  I  know  that  it  is  feasible,  for  I  have  seen. 

What  I  understand  of  the  matter  is  that  there  are 

people  who  claim  that  they  are  able  to  do  away 
with  disease  through  faith  and  prayer.  There  may 
be  many  and  varying  classes  of  these,  and  they  may 
take  different  methods  of  getting  at  the  result,  but 
it  is  all  done  through  supernatural  help.  Is  it  pos- 

sible, is  it  true?  I  think  it  is.  That  a  lot  of  preach- 
ers, doctors,  police  justices  and  editors  think  differ- 

ently cuts  not  the  slightest  figure  with  me.  I  have 

long  passed  that  stage  where  I  have  to  go  to  other 

people  for  my  faith  in  the  power  of  God,  and 
while  I  may  and  do  ask  others  what  they  think  and 
see  in  things,  I  do  not  ask  them  what  I  shall  be- lieve. 

In  reading  the  accounts  of  the  doings  of  Christ 
here  on  earth  I  have  noticed  particularly  that  a 

good  part  of  them  was  devoted  to  helping  the 
physically  unfortunate,  healing  the  sick,  and  curing 
all  manner  of  diseases.  It  is  true  also  that  the  day 

of  miracles  has  passed,  but  the  days  of  faith  and 

prayer  have  not  gone,  and  are  eternally  in  exist- 
ence. In  the  whole  matter  it  is  the  faith  of  him 

who  asks  and  not  of  the  party  benefited  that  does 
the  work.  Now  read  that  sentence  over  again  and 

be.  sure  that  you  get  its  force.  That  there  are  fail- 
ures, and  lapses,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  The 

wonder  is  that  there  are  so  many  helped.  It  will 
not  do  to  dismiss  the  whole  affair  by  a  reference  to 
the  credulity  of  the  masses,  or  the  effect  of  the 
mind  in  the  instances  on  record.  Some  pretty 

smart  people  believe  it,  and  some  have  had  belief 

thrust  on  them  by  results  in  their  personal  experi- ence that  can  not  be  gainsaid. 
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jt  is  true  that  there  can  be  no  faith  or  practice  so 

bsurd  and  silly  that  it  can  not  find  followers 
This  has  always  been  true,  and  always  will  be.  Bui 

there  is  a  rule  to  judge  them  by  and  it  is  an  unfail- 
ing one.  They  do  not  stand  the  test  of  time,  they 

un  their  little  course  and  are  gone  out  of  sight 

memory.  It  is  like  judging  a  diamond.  There 
some  very  expert  imitations,  but  they  will  not  hold 
tnejr  luster.  They  always  fade  in  time.  Jud 

by  this  rule  faith,  prayer,  and  results  have  stood 
the  test  of  centuries  from  the  time  Christ  gave  th 
most  signally  efficient  expositions  of  them  to  the 

present  day,  and  I  believe  that  they  will  hold  out 
forever. 
What  do  people  pray  for  if  it  is  not  for  aid  per- 

sonally? I  know  that  there  are  many  petitions 
couched  in  such  general  language  that  they  have 

no  individual  force,  but  if  the  party  praying  has 

any  faith  in  results  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  see 
why  they  can  not  be  specialized  and  the  answer  be 
made  so  manifest  that  we  can  see  it  beyond  a  ques 
tion. 
Different  gifts  in  varying  measures  are  given  to 

different  individuals,  and  that  you  and  I  are 

equally   and   abundantly    favored   is  no  argument 
that  the  claim  of  others  is  not  a  valid  one. 

Go  out  some  clear  night  and  look  up  into  th 

star-sown  vague  of  space.  There  are  myriads  of 
stars  that  you  can  see.  There  are  other  myriads 
that  the  telescope  can  reveal,  and  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  most  powerful  glass  are  untold  mil- 

lions of  stars.  Who  made  all  this?  Can  not  the 

Maker  rearrange  a  defective  part  of  your  body  if 
he  chose  so  to  do? 

The  mystery  of  faith  and  prayer  are  beyond  my 
powers  of  explanation.  Of  the  results  I  am  sure, 
and  if  I  were  in  trouble  out  of  the  ordinary  I  would 
ather  have  the  prayers  of  the  humblest  slave  in  his 

abin  by  the  margin  of  the  sedgy  lake  than  the 

ilessings  of  all  the  princes  and  potentates  who  ev- 
il sat  on  a  gilded  throne,  and  I  so  record  my  belief 

now  and  here. 

Zer&isburgh,  Pa. 

The  following,  copied  from  the  Herald  of  Truth, 

was  gleaned  from  the  American  Messenger,  for  that 

journal.     It  will  be  read  with  interest  and  profit: 

My  daughter  of  thirteen  was  trying  on  a  wrapper 

purchased  by  her  mother  ready-made  at  a  large 
store  in  the  city.  Now  this  apparel-providing  busi- 

ness of  the  other  sex  is  presumably  a  department  of 
the  household  economy  with  which  the  men  have 
no  need  to  concern  themselves.  Nevertheless,  I 
have  not  been  able  of  late  to  remain  unconscious  of 

the  fact  that  a  most  marvelous  amplitude  of  mate- 

rial has  developed  itself,  or  rather  been  developed, 
about  the  female  shoulders,  at  one  time  projecting 

upwards  so  as  almost  to  touch  the  ear  (the  reverse 
of  what  I  read  the  other  day  concerning  a  certain 

statue  of  Buddha,  whose  big  ears  reached  down  to 

his  shoulders),  and  even  extending  outward  to  a 
degree  that  must  make  the  horizontal  measurement 

°i  the  person  very  nearly  double  the  normal. 
Jt  will  not  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  upon 

glancing  up  from  my  writing-table,  and  noticing 

'he  fitting  of  the  ready-made  wrapper  upon  my 
daughter  a  little  distance  away,  I  should  rise  up, 
and,  going  forward  and  observing  that  the  shoulders 

bore  great  flaps  or  wings  of  superfluous  material, 
quietly  remark  to  the  little  maid  and  her  mother, 

"These  will  need  to  be  taken  off."  "Yes,"  they 
b°th  replied  (like  the  sensible  senior  and  junior 

that  they  are),  "All  the  store  goods  of  that  kind," 
said  the  elder,  "  were  made  in  that  style,  and  the 

dress  was  taken  with  the  expectation  of  taking  off 

that  superfluity."  Turning  to  a  young  visitor  I 
asked,  "  And  what  would  thy  father  say  to  such 
things  on  thy  dress?"  Before  she  could  fairly 
make  answer,  our  younger,  seven  years  old,  piped 

0ut,  "  Her  father  lets  her  wear  just  what  she  likes." 
N°w  it|happened  that  I  had  just  been  making  re- 

P'y  to  a  lady  who  is  much  interested  in  the  subject 
s°cial  purity,  and  who  had  desired  my  judgment 

tract, 

motior 

to  thi; 

that   " 

womer 

n  regard  to  desirable  measures  or  methods  tend- 
ng  to  its  promotion.  Referring  her  to  my  little 

♦  '  Simplicity  of  Attire  as  related  to  the  Pro- of Social  Purity,"  I  had  called  her  attention sentiment  in  its  brief  introductory  note, 
it  is  in  the  power  of  professing  Christian 
to  accomplish  far  more  for  purity  by  ad- 

hering to  simplicity  of  attire  than  can  be  gained  by 
all  the  '  heroic'  measures  which  man  can  undertake 
to  this  end." 
So  my  little  girl,  who  announced  so  certainly concerning  her  companion  that  "  her  father  lets  her 

wear  just  what  she  likes,"  little  apprehended  the 
measure  of  thought  and  concern  that  this  worldly 
liberty  as  to  attire  had  caused  her  parent. 

Returning  a  moment  again  to  the  present  ap- 
proved style  of  women's  dress,  which  involves  so much  superfluity  of  material,  I  believe  it  is  fair  to 

say  that  the  "  wealth  of  sleeves  "  wasted  in  a  single 
month  in  the  one  city  of  New  York  or  Philadelphia 
would  suffice  to  pay  for  a  substantial  garment  for 

every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  late  cropblast- 
ed  Counties  of  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

I  remember  a  remark  of  one  who  had  a  strong 
sense  of  the  beautiful  and  picturesque  in  nature  and 

art,  that,  after  beholding  the  fatiguing  styles  of 
fashionable  attire,  it  was  a  real  rest  to  him  to  see 

an  Jrish  serving-woman  in  her  simple,  everyday 
dress,  with  its  lines  flowing  straight  to  the  feet  with- 

out any  excrescences  or  extravagances.  So  the 

early  Christians,  believing  that  the  pursuit  of  the 

world's  changeable  fashions  begot  a  worldly  spirit 
and  an  antagonism  to  the  cross,  encouraged  sim- 

plicity in  this  as  in  other  particulars.  I  believe 
that  the  simplicity  in  this  regard,  on  the  part  of 
Francis  E.  Willard,  undeviatingly  held  to  for  a 

good  many  years,  has  proved  to  be  for  her  a  pos- 
session of  strength. 

Not  long  ago,  a  justice  of  one  of  the  criminal 

courts  of  New  York  City  expressed  a  decided  opin- 
ion, relative  to  a  harrowing  case  of  desertion  that 

had  come  before  him,  that  the  love  of  dress  had 

proved  the  ruin  of  many  young  women.  In  a  re- 
cent letter  this  official  has  repeated  the  assertion: 

"  My  experience  on  the  bench  was  very  extensive, 
and  led  to  the  conclusion  in  my  mind  that  the  prin- 

cipal cause  to  which  the  evil  referred  to  may  be 
traced  is  the  unfortunate  and  pronounced  desire  for 

dress." 

In  the  American  Messenger  some  five  years  ago 

there  was  given  a  brief  and  practical  narrative  on 

this  subject  from  the  pen  of  Annie  A.  Preston — a 
true  relation  I  took  it  to  be — concerning  one  who 
came  to  a  small  city  and  took  a  position  as  teacher 

in  a  public  school.  While  so  engaged  she  became 

acquainted  with  a  couple  who  were  Christians,  but 
who  were  in  such  indigent  circumstances  that 

they  thought  their  attire  not  good  enough  to  wear 
to  church.  The  young  teacher  at  once  removed 

the  plume  from  her  hat,  and,  later,  dressed  in  a 

plain  print  gown,  accompanied  the  couple  to  the 

place  of  worship.  She  subsequently  became  the 
wife  of  a  judge  who  was  also  a  railway  president. 

The  account  concerning  her  concluded:  "She  still 
kept  up  her  plain  attire  at  church,  and  occupied  her 
abundant  leisure  in  going  about  among  the  poor. 
From  the  most  dressy  church  in  the  city  we  have 

become  the  plainest,  and  from  a  church  of  almost 

exclusively' wealthy  people  we  have  a  large  mem- 
bership among  the  working  classes.  Our  coldness 

and  purse-pride  have  been  replaced  by  enthusiasm 
for  the  Lord's  work.  The  present  prosperity  of  the 
church  is  all  due,  under  God,  to  the  influence  for 

twenty  years  of  that  sensible,  amiable  woman." The  following  item  of  information  concerning  a 
movement  in  behalf  of  simplicity,  occurring  in  that 

city  of  the  world  which  I  suppose  has  led  women 

into  gayety  and  extravagance  of  s.tyle  more  than 

any  other,  may  properly  conclude  this  article.  
It 

is  stated  by  Emily  Holden  in  the  "  Examiner 
" 

that  a  society  of  influential  women  has  been  formed 

in  Paris,  called  the  "  League  of  Simplicity."  This 

is  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  sentiment  against 

the  too  luxurious  manner  of  living  which  prevails 

in  dress  and  entertainments.  A  favorable  result  
is 

already,  it  is  affirmed,  to  be  observed  in  
a  greater 

simplicity  of  dress  in  the  streets,  and  a  tendency  to 
less  ostentation  in  the  matter  of  luncheons  and  din- 

ners. Hoping  that  the  organization  may  be 
strengthening,  it  is  also  well  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
whether  in  this  or  in  any  other  direction  of  Chris- 

tian duty,  a  "  league  between  God  and  one  faithful 

soul  will  prove  a  power  for  good  in  the  world." 

THE  NATION  NEEDS  MOTHERS. 

BY  C.  II.  PARKHURST. 

The  home  is  the  fountain  of  all  that  is  best  in  the 
church  and  state.  The  mother  is  the  continuous 

measure  of  her  child's  possibilities.  So  far  as  she 
realizes  this  she  will  understand  that  her  educating 

agency  in  the  premises  is  not  a  matter  of  supervis- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  household.  Personality  is  the 

only  thing,  after  all,  that  counts  much  in  education, 

and  it  is  the  baptismal  energy  of  his  own  mother's 
personal  pressure  that  will  alone  render  to  the 
child  the  requisite  service. 

One  of  the  things  for  which  I  shall  be  profound- 

ly grateful,  clear  into  the  next  world,  is,  that  I  at- 
tended public  school  but  two  terms  before  I  was 

twelve  years  old,  and  I  should  not  have  been  sent 
then  had  it  not  been  that  one  of  those  terms  the 

school  was  taught  by  my  mother,  and  the  other  by 

my  father. 
My  father  was  a  farmer,  and  my  mother,  with 

four  children  on  her  hands  and  no  hired  help,  at- 
tended to  all  the  work  naturally  pertaining  to  a  far- 

mer's wife.  Her  days  were  long, — that  was  before 
eight-hour  laws  were  agitated, — and  one  reason 

why  they  were  so  long,  was  that  she  devoted  her- 
self to  her  children  and  to  their  initiation  in  the 

rudiments  of  character  and  education,  declining  to 

farm  us  out  to  the  questionable  moral  supervision 
of  nurses,  or  to  the  equally  questionable  mental 

discipline  of  tutors  or  the  public  schools. 

My  mother  had  the  exceedingly  old-fashioned 
notion  that  children  were  born  of  mothers  in  order 

that  they  might  have  mothers  to  take  care  of  them 
and  bring  them  up.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  the 
flavor  of  the  Bible  and  of  New  England  about  that 

way  of  estimating  the  matter,  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  more  modern  inventions  afford  much 

in  the  way  of  improvement.  Substitutions  for 

divine  arrangements  always  fall  a  little  short  of  be- 

There  are  some  mothers  that,  even  under  the  pe- 
culiar social  conditions  of  our  own  decade,  still 

take  the  same  sort  of  care  of  their  offspring  that 

mothers  used  to  do,  and  it  is  ordinarily  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  that  the  validity  of  the  method  is  attest- 

ed by  the  quality  of  its  issue. 
There  are  certain  families,  that  it  would  be  easy 

to  designate  by  street  and  number,  where  the  entire 

personality  of  the  mother  exhausts  itself,  and  has 

for  a  great  many  years  exhausted  itself,  in  the  pro- 
duction and  maintenance  of  a  home  atmosphere, 

and  in  building  up  the  physical,  intellectual,  moral 
and  religious  structure  of  her  offspring.  In  such 
cases  there  may  not  be  many  monuments  erected 

after  the  mother's  death,  nor  any  lengthy  array  of 
published  obituary;  but  a  true  mother  lives  for  her 
children,  and  knows  no  other  ambition  but  to  live 
in  her  children.  She  aims  at  nothing  more  than 

unrecognized  survival  in  their  manhood  or  woman- 
hood, and  asks  to  be  monumented  only  by  the  ac- 

tivities and  fidelities  of  those  to  whom  she  has  giv- 

en life,  and  who  are  her  own  life  prolonged  and  per- 
petuated.           

Sorrow  is  a  sacred  thing.  Its  true  place  is  in  the 

depths  of  the  heart.  To  parade  it  openly  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world  is  to  make  it  common  and  vulgar. 
And  yet  it  may  now  and  then  with  propriety  and 
with  profit  be  disclosed  to  tested  friends,  who  will 
diminish  its  bitterness  by  sharing  it  with  us.  Hap- 

py are  we  if  we  have  such  friends.  They  are 
among  the  best  possessions  that  the  earth  affords. 
Still  more  true  is  it  that  we  should  uncover  all  our 

griefs  and  woes  in  the  presence  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  Christ  says:  "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that 

labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  your  est.'' 
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From  Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

The  Gospel  Messenger  of  Jan.  25,  which  was, 

but  a  few  moments  ago.,  handed  to  me,  has  a  very 

interesting  article,  entitled,  "  Why  Not?  "  and  signed 

by  the  well-known  initials,  "  D.  L.  m."  It  is  an  ap- 
peal  for  more  workers  in  the  foreign  field,  a  person- 

al address  to  those  whom  the  Lord  has  already 

blessed  with  this  world's  goods,  and  who  could,  if 
they  so  desired  it,  consecrate  their  lives  and  talents 
to   the   enlightenment   and    salvation    of    precious 

Confining  myself  to  the  field  assigned  me,  1  will 
say  that  I  shall  gladly  welcome  helpers  in  the  Asia 
Minor  Mission,  for  it  will  be  an  answer  to  my 

prayers  and  the  prayers  of  thousands  of  others,  that 

the  "Seven  Churches,"  after  a  lapse  of  so  many 
centuries,  shall  once  more  see  their  candlesticks  re- 

stored, and  the  Lord  of  glory  dwell  among  them, 
never  to  depart  again. 

But  may  I,  from  personal  experience,  make  a 
brotherly  suggestion  to  those  whom  the  Lord  may 
move  to  come?  Such  brothers  or  sisters,  willing  to 
devote  their  lives  in  this  sacred  field,  will  have  to 

be  gifted  with  "aptitudes  for  the  study  of  Oriental 

languages."  A  good  foundation  of  ancient  Greek 
will  certainly  help  very  much  to  "  pick  up,"  after  a 
few  months,  modern  Greek.  But  Greek  alone  will 
not  suffice,  for  Greek  is  not  spoken  in  the  interior. 
Turkish,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  learned,  and  that 
has  different  characters.  It  is  read,  like  Hebrew, 

from  right  to  left,  etc.  It  will,  therefore,  require  a 
certain  facility  of  mastering  such  a  language,  on 
the  part  of  those  who  will  have  to  preach  Christ, 
whether  it  be  in  Philadelphia,  Pergamos,  or  at  any 
other  place  in  or  near  Smyrna. 

The  other  qualifications  have  been  ably  traced  by 
Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer,  in  the  January  number  of  the 

"  Missionary  Visitor."  It  is,  therefore,  needless  for 
me  to  say  more.  I  shall,  however,  gladly  answer 
any  question  that  any  brother  or  sister  may  have  to 

ask  about  the  field  work.  I  look  forward  with  pleas- 
ure to  the  arrival  of  some  helpers.  The  Lord  grant 

that  it  may  so  be!  G.  J.  Fercken. 

From  Mllledgevllle,  III. 

We  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Hickory 
Grove  church  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  8.  The  meet 

ings  continued  with  increasing  interest  and  attend- 
ance, closing  Sunday  night,  the  23rd,  with  a  full 

house  of  attentive  listeners.  Although  the  rough 
weather  was  much  against  the  interest  and  success 

of  the  meetings,  we  think  that  at  least  some  lasting 
impressions  were  made  upon  the  minds  of  the 
many  who  ought  to  be  in  the  church.  The  breth- 

ren and  sisters,  we  think,  did  their  part  well  during 
the  meetings.  Though  they  are  few  in  number,  yet 
they  are  strong  in  faith  and  love.  The  members 
from  Mt.  Carroll  also  added  to  the  interest  of  the 

meetings  by  their  presence  and  help  in  the  song 
service.  During  our  absence,  Bro.  Snively,  of  Lan 
ark,  filled  one  of  our  regular  appointments  in  the 
home  church.  On  account  of  the  illness  of  Eld.  D. 

M.  Miller,  the  last  appointment  before  we  came 
home  went  unfilled.  The  interest  and  attendance 

at  the  home  church  (Milledgeville)  is  good,  and 
still  increasing.  We  ask  an  interest  in  the  prayers 
of  the  church.  Tobias  S.  Fike. 

March  2. 

We  held  a  council  Jan.  25,  at  10  A.  M.  We 
organized  a  church  here  with  fifteen  members,  to 

be  known  as  the  Grafton  congregation.  An  elec- 
tion was  held  for  a  deacon.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro. 

Jacob  W.  Faw,  whose  wife,  in  the  evening,  made 

application  for  membership,  and  was  received  next 
morning,  by  baptism.  The  interest  manifested  was 
good,  with  marked  increase  to  the  last,  and  closed 
with  a  crowded  house.  While  there  was  only  one 

accession,  we  feel  much  encouraged.  In  this 
new  field  the  seed  must  be  sown  before  the  harvest 

can  be  gathered.  Sarena  A.  Faw. 

A  Proposed  Meeting. 

From  Cameron,  Idaho. 

Brethren  S.  S.  Barklow  and  J.  U.  G.  Stiverson, 
of  Moscow,  arrived  here  Jan.  17,  and  labored  earn- 

estly with  us  for  two  weeks,  when  Bro.  Barklow  re- 

turned home  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 
Our  home  ministers  and  Bro.  Stiverson  continued 

the  meetings  two  weeks  longer,— the  last  week  in  a 
different  neighborhood. 

I  notice,  in  Messenger  of  Feb.  15,  an  article 

from  the  pen  of  Bro.  C.  H.  Hawbecker,  of  Mt.  Mor- 

ris, III.,  headed,  "  District  Mission  Boards,"  which 

excited  my  interest,  especially  where  he  says,  "  Pre- 
suming five  members  to  each  board,  this  makes  one 

hundred  and  seventy  individual  members, — quite  an 
army  of  officers  to  do  planning  and  commanding 

for  the  Lord's  work."  This  article,  or  rather  this 
portion,  suggests  to  my  mind  the  propriety  of  a 
meeting  of  at  least  a  representative  from  each  of 
the  thirty-five  local  boards  at  our  Annual  Meeting 
at  Ottawa,  Kans.  Say  we  have  a  meeting  for  the 

exchange  of  experience  and  thoughts  on  this  very 
important  subject,  on  Monday  of  the  meeting,  for 

with  us,  as  yet,  it  is  an  experiment,  but  we  would 
like  so  much  to  be  able  to  make  it  a  success  in  our 

District.  What  do  the  members  of  the  several 

District  Boards  say  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  meet- 
ing? The  cost  of  attending  such  a  meeting  may  be 

a  barrier,  but  we  think  that  such  expense  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  mission  fund,  and  think  it  well  and 

profitably  appropriated,  because  knowledge  on  this 
subject  is  what  we  want.  In  our  beloved  Fraterni- 

ty missionary  work  is  in  its  infancy  yet, — an  experi- ment. 

Now,  I  would  ask,  through  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger, a  letter  from  each  of  the  several  District 

Boards,  and  let  us  have  the  meeting  at  Annual 
Meeting  next  May.  Lewis  J.  Hooke,  Treas. 

Stockport,  Ind. 
REMARKS. 

We  suggest  that  all  the  members  of  the  various 

Mission  Boards,  who  are  interested  in  this  matter, 

write  Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  Boo'h,  Kans.,  Chairman  of 
the  General  Mission  Board,  and  Moderator  of  the 

Annual  Meeting,  and  say  whether  they  are  in  favor 

of  the  meeting.  If  there  is  a  general  demand  for 

the  meeting,  he  may  see  proper,  with  the  consent 

of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  to  say  that  the 

meeting  may  be  held  by  such  members  of  the  differ- 
ent Boards  who  will  be  present.  But  it  will  not  be 

wise  for  any  of  these  members  to  expect  that  their 

expenses  will  be  paid  out  of  the  General  Mission 
fund,  for  that  would  be  diverting  the  money  raised 

special  purposes  from  its  intended  use.  Yet  it 

le  privilege  of  any  District  to  defray  the  expen- 
ses of  any  members  of  her  Mission  Board  to  this 

proposed  meeting  if  she  feels  so  disposed.  Proba- 

bly the  better  way  would  be  for  the  meeting  to  be 

composed  of  such  members  of  the  Boards  who  hap- 

pen to  be  present  as  delegates  or  otherwise,  or  who 

feel  disposed  to  attend  on  their  own  responsibility. 

Then  it  occurs  to  us  that  the  meeting  should  be 

held  privately,  as  its  purpose  would  more  directly 
concern  the  members  of  the  different  Boards  rather 

than  the  public— Ed. 

From  the  Dallas  Center  Church,  Iowa. 

Feb.  1,  I  went  to  Laurens,  Iowa,  to  visit  a  sister 

in  the  flesh,  and  being  in  the  bounds  of  the  Stony 
Lake  church,  Pocahontas  Co.,  Iowa,  I  called  in  some 

of  the  members.  I  found  Bro.  J.  B.  Diehl,  of  Car- 
roll, Iowa,  also  in  the  neighborhood.  We  held  three 

meetings  together  while  with  them,  and  found  them 

very  anxious  for  meetings,  as  they  have  no  resident 
minister.  They  have  a  good  opening  for  the  work, 
as  the  people  turn  out  well  when  there  are  meet- 

ings.    Here  would  be  a  good  opportunity  for  some 

loyal  minister  to  do  a  good  work,  and  as  land  is  y  . 
reasonable,  any  one  wishing  to  change  location 

might  do  well  to  correspond  with  the  brethren 
go  and  see  the  country.  They  have  about  twenty 
members.  Any  one  wishing  to  know  more  about 
the  country,  etc.,  can  correspond  with  P.  J.  Sutter 

Laurens,  Iowa.  They  are  very  anxious  to  have  a 

minister  locate  with  them. 
From  here  I  went  to  Mallard,  in  Pa'o  Alto  Coun- 

ty, to  visit  another  sister  in  the  flesh.  While  there 
I  held  two  meetings  which  were  well  attended,  and 

good  attention  was  given  to  the  Word.  Bro.  J  n 
Goughnour  held  a  few  meetings  for  us  here,  comi 

mencing  Feb.  23  and  closing  Feb.  27. 
A.  W.  Hawbaker 

Feb.  24.  „__^_^_ 

From  Rutten,  N.  Dak. 

I  arrived  safely  home  Feb.  19.  During  my  fly- 

ing trip  to  Indiana,  of  four  weeks,  I  visited  a  num- 
ber of  churches  and  attended  a  number  of  meetings 

in  the  different  localities  with  the  Father's  chil- 
dren. I  met  with  the  members  of  the  Laporte 

church,  at  the  West  house,  on  the  evening  of  Feb. 

15,  and  preached  to  a  seemingly  eager  and  atten- 
tive audience.  On  Sunday,  Feb.  16,  I  held  three 

meetings.  Eleven  mute  brethren  attended  these 

services,  and  I  addressed  them  through  an  interpret- 
er. It  made  a  serious  impression  on  me  to  see 

those  unfortunate  members  so  eagerly  observing 

the  signs,  as  they  were  given  by  the  interpreter. 
What  a  blessing  from  our  Father,  that  there  are 

means  provided  whereby  those  unfortunate  ones 

can  be  taught  the  Father's  will,  and  feast  upon  the 
same?  I  think  the  mute  members  arc  among  the 
most  earnest  in  our  Brotherhood. 

The  brethren  at  this  place  have  a  commodious 

house,  and  quite  a  membership.  Most  of  the 

preaching  is  done  by  Bro.  R.  J.  Shreve,  whose  wife, 
sister  Shreve,  is  much  afflicted,  and  craves  the 

prayers  of  all  the  Father's  children  in  her  behalf. The  members  here  are  somewhat  isolated,  and 

much  desire'  that  our  ministering  brethren  \vc 
make  note  of  this,  and,  when  passing  thirt 

preach  to  them. On  the  morning  of  Feb.  17,  I  took  my  leave  on 

my  long  journey  home,  where  I  am  at.this  writi 
At  a  late  hour  in  the  night  of  Feb.  26,  I 

called  twelve  miles  from  here  to  anoint  a 

brother.  We  found  him  quite  low  physically,  but 

strong  in  the  faith  At  half-past  one  A.  M.,  theo 
dinance  was  complied  with.  S.  N.  Eversole. 

Feb.  28.  ___^_^_ 

A  Close  Call. 

Feb.  15,  I  (in  company  with  others)  visited  the 
Laton  church  in  Newton  County,  Mo.,  where  I  held 

a  week's  meetings,  with  the  best  of  attention.  We 
had,  in  all,  nineteen  meetings,  and  left  many  near 

the  fold  of  Christ,  with  promises  to  come  soon. 
Near  the  close  of  our  meeting  Bro.  Harader  and  I 

were  called  to  come  and  pray  with  a  man  who  has 
been  confined  to  his  bed  for  over  a  year  and  has 
lived  a  vile  sinner.  He  now  felt  he  was  dying  and 

must  die  in  sin.  After  an  interview  with  him  here- 
quested  baptism.  Though  thinking  he  would  die  in 

the  act,  yet  he  was  willing  to  do  all  he  could  for  his 
salvation.  A  large  wagon  tank  was  soon  brought, 
filled  with  water.  He  was  then  carried  out  and 

baptized  according  to  the  great  commission  °t 
Christ.  He  then  rejoiced  for  the  remission  of  his 
sins.  Next  day  we  visited  him  again  and  found 
him  feeling  better.  Then,  after  I  had  taught  I 

the  way  of  the  Lord  more  perfectly  for  some  time, 

he  requested  to  be  anointed,  and  have  a  Commun- 
ion service.  So  arrangements  were  made,  and  °" 

Sunday  night,  after  preaching,  several  members, 
with  others,  came  together  at  his  home,  and  Bro. 
Harader  and  the  writer  attended  to  his  wants,  an we  left  him  praising  God. 

I  shall  ever  bless  God  for  the  day  when  I  «*s 
called  to  the  Laton  church,  for  the  lost  is  found, 
and  many  have  been  convicted  of  sin.  I  bespeak 

bright  future  and  a  large  ingathering  for  the  Lato 
church.  T.  A.  Robinson. Grangcvillc,  Mo. 
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Special  Notice. 

The  Committee  on  Arrangements  for  next  Annu- 
1  Meeting  have  procured  a  limited  number  of  cots, 
.  h  cover  and  pillow,  to  be  used  in  tents  when  so 

"dered.  The  tent  with  straw,  Si. 50,  and  50  cents 
additional  for  each  cot  during  the  meeting.  A 
series  of  meetings  will  begin  May  16.  Tents  can 

be  used  from  that  time  to  June  I. 
Any  one  wanting  cots  must  order  them,  enclos- 

ng  price,  before  May  1.  The  above  price  is  the 
cash  cost  to  the  committee.  Send  all  orders  for 

tents  and  cots  to  the  writer.  I.  H.  Crist. 
Gardner,  Kans. 

From  the  Mlsslssinewa  Church,  Ind, 

Our  last  letter  from  here  stated  that  twenty-one 
had  come  to  the  church  by  baptism.  We  are  glad 
to  state  that  the  applicant  who  had  applied  at  the 
same  time,  but  who  was  sick  then,  and  also  another 
one,  came  and  demanded  baptism  Feb.  24,  making, 

in  all,  twenty-three  since  Bro.  Hodgden  came. 
We  had  our  regular  quarterly  church-council  Feb. 

20,  at  which  time  we  decided  to  buy  a  schoolhouse 
at  Shideler,  and  fit  it  up  for  church  purposes. 
Halls  were  also  procured  at  Eaton  and  New  Corner 

for  preaching  once  a  month,  and  some  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  preaching  at  Muncie.  Thus 

you  will  see  we  will  soon  have  four  more  places  for 
meeting. 
Since  the  above  was  written  we  learn  that  anoth- 
er afflicted  sister  called  for  Bro.  G.  L.  Studebaker, 

and  was  buried  with  Christ  by  baptism  to-day. 
Calvin  W.  Hooke. 

Stockport,  Ind.,  March  2. 

Annual  Meeting  Notic 

For  the  information  of  all  who  desire  to  attend 

.the  Annual  Meeting  of  1896,  to  be  held  at  Ottawa, 

Kans.,  beginning  May  17,  I  would  state:  The  peo- 
pleql  Kansas,  and  especially  of  Ottawa,  are  hoping 

loi  jAd  expecting  a  large  attendance  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  their  friends  at  Annual  Meeting,  and  will 

heartily  welcome  them  to  their  plea«ant  little  city 
of  7,000  inhabitants,  with  its  comfortable  homes 

and  fine  public  buildings,  churches,  schools,  col- 
lege, etc.,  and  especially  to  their  beautiful  Forest 

Park,  located  almost  in  the  city  and  but  a  few  steps 

from  the  depots  of  the  seven  railroads  entering  the 

city,  and  in  which,  with  its  many  fine  and  commo- 
dious buildings,  the  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held. 

Every  provision  and  preparation  possible  is  being 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  to  make 

the  meeting  profitable  and  enjoyable  to  all  who  at- 
tend it.  The  boarding  and  refreshments  will  be  in 

the  hands  of  experienced  managers  and  workers, 
most  all  of  whom  are  members  of  the  Brethren 

church.  The  price  of  meals  will  be  twenty-five 
cents,  or  five  meal  tickets  for  Si. 00.  The  best  of 

lunch,  fruits,  lemonade,  etc.,  will  be  sold  at  the 
lunch  counter. 

Commencing  May  17,  a  series  of  meetings  will  be 
conducted  by  Bro.  G.  L.  Studebaker. 

By  request  of  citizen's  committee, 
I.  H.  Crist,  Sec. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents^ 
"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  oews  trom  a  [ar  country." 

Johnstown  Church,  Pa.— Since  our  last  report 

two  have  been  reclaimed  by  the  church.— A.  J. 
Strayer,  March  2. 

Wichita,  Kans.— The  Wichita  church  has  decid- 
ed to  hold  their  love  feast  in  their  churchhouse  near 

Kechi,  June  6,  beginning  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M  — 
p'ter  Long,  Clerk. 

Anderson,  Ind— I  held  one  more  series  of 

meetings  than  promised  before  this  winter  has  been 
completed.  I  feel  to  thank  the  Giver  of  all  good 

for  sparing  my  life  and  enabling  me  to  preach 

'37  sermons  since  August  16.  Soon  I  will  have  to 
tura  my  attention  to  the  temporal  needs  and 

wants  of  self  and  family,  which  will  require  hard 
*ork.  I  hope  the  Lord  will  enable  me  to  perform 
''■—/«,  Holder. 

Bethel  Church,  Nebr.— A  revival  meeting  was 
held  at  this  church  by  our  home  ministers,  one 
week,  with  a  good  result.  Two  brethren  were  re- 

claimed.— Clara  Hochstedler,  Carleton,  Nebr. 

Antietam,  Pa. — After  our  regular  services  at 

Welty's  to-day,  four  made  the  good  confession  and 
were  baptized.  Thus  the  good  work  goes  on.  The 
good  seed  is  sown  and  it  never  returns  void.— 
G.  M.  Newcomer,  Ringgold,  Md.,  March  I. 

Middlehury,  Ind.  —  We  closed  an  interesting 
series  of  meetings  Feb.  18,  at  the  Forest  Grove 
church  of  the  Rock  Run  District.  Eld.  Thurston 

Miller,  of  Laporte,  Ind.,  did  the  preaching. 
Two  young  men  united  with  the  fold  and  the  saints 

were  built  up.— Ben  Hazell. 

Moscow,  Idaho.— The  members  of  the  Moscow 
church,  Idaho,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 

here  last  Sunday,  to  continue  a  week  or  longer. 
One  was  baptized  yesterday,  and  we  have  another 

applicant  for  baptism.  Eld.  S.  S.  Barklow  is 

doing  the  preaching.—/.  U.  G.  Sliverson,  Feb.  2J. 

Naperville  Church,  111. — The  members  here 
met  for  council  Feb.  29.  Bro.  Daniel  Dierdorff 

was  called  in  to  help  us.  The  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian  manner.  The  church 

here  sends  no  query  to  District  Meeting.  The 
writer  was  elected  as  delegate  to  District  Meeting. 

—  Harvey  M.  Barkdoll,  Feb.  25. 

Clifton  Mills,  W.  Va— The  writer  commenced 
meetings  in  the  Sandy  Creek  District,  W.  Va., 
at  the  Salem  house  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  22. 

So  far  we.  have  good  congregations  which  are  in- 
creasing. The  attention  is  excellent.  The  church 

is  presided  over  by  Eld.  Jeremiah  Thomas. — 
Silas  Hoover,  Bills,  Pa.,  Feb.  2j. 

Cook's  Creek,  Va. — We  have  had  three  series 

of  meetings  this  winter, — one  at  Garber's  church, 
by  Bro.  D.  H.  Zigler,  resulting  in  four  additions; 
one  in  Dayton,  by  Bro.  David  Bowman,  resulting, 
we  hope,  in  much  good,  but  no  additions;  and  one 
at  Trinity,  by  Bro.  Samuel  Driver,  resulting  in  six 

additions.—/  M.  Kagey,  Dayton,  Va.,  March  4. 

Franklin  Church,  Iowa. — This  church  held  her 
quarterly  council  Feb.  29.  Our  elder  W.  J.  Stout, 

presided.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting.  We  organ- 
ized our  Sunday  school,  to  commence  the  first  Sun- 

day in  April.  We  decided  to  use  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Bro.  W.  W.  Folger  stopped  over  with  us  on 

his  way  home  from  Darlington,  Missouri,  and  gave 

us  two  soul-cheering  sermons. — Mattie  E.  Caster. 

Leon,  Iowa,  March  4. 

Clifton  Mills,  W.  Va.— On  the  evening  of  Feb. 
22,  Eld.  Silas  Hoover,  of  Bills,  Pa.,  commenced  a 
series  of  meetings  here  at  Salem,  in  the  Sandy 

Creek  congregation,  and  closed  March  I,  having 

preached  eleven  sermons.  Two  were  received  by 

baptism,  and  two  restored.  The  weather  being  un- 
favorable, we  closed  sooner  than  we  would  have 

done,  had  it  been  otherwise;  yet  the  meetings  were 

generally  well  attended,  and  the  interest  excellent. 
—Jeremiah  Thomas,  March  J. 

Bear  Creek,  Ohio. — To-day,  March  4,  we  met  in 
quarterly  council.  All  business  before  the  house 

was  pleasantly  disposed  of.  Vacancies  for  solicit- 
ors in  the  mission  work  were  filled.  Two  Sunday 

school  superintendents  were  also  elected  for  the  op- 

ening of  the  next  quarter.  One  letter  of  member- 
ship was  granted,  and  one  sister  received  by  bap- 

tism. Our  series  of  meetings  will  begin  on  the  ev- 
ening of  March  12.  Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrun,  from 

Brandt,  Ohio,  will  labor  for  us.— Josiah  Eby, 
March  4- 

Baugo  Church,  Ind. — Bro.  P.  Stuckman  came  to 
us  Feb.  II  and  commenced  meetings  in  our  new 

house  in  Wakarusa,  which  he  continued  until  the 

evening  of  the  29th,  when  he  was  taken  sick  and 
could  not  fill  his  appointment  on  Sunday   forenoon 
nd  evening. 

So< 

closed  with  a  full  house  on  the 

ming  of  March  I,  with  eleven  applicants.  Four 

of  them  we  baptized;  the  others  are  to  be  baptized 

in  the  near  future.  Bro.  Stuckman  has  labored 

faithfully  while  with  us.  May  God's  blessings  fol- 
low him!— H.  M.  Schwalm. 

South  English,  Iowa. — The  good  work  moves  on 
here.  One  more,  —  a  sister,  —  chose  Christ  as 

her  Savior  and  was  baptized  to-day  after  our 
Bible  meeting.  This  one  had  not  gone  far 

from  her  Father's  house.  Would  to  God  more 
could  be  induced  to  give  their  hearts  to  Christ 
early,  and  their  best  years  to  the  service  of 
Jesus. — S.  F.  Brower,  Feb.  2q. 

Clover,  N.  C— Since  my  report,  last  week,  there 
have  been  five  more  baptized  at  this  place,  and 

two  others  have  made  application  for  member- 
ship, and  will  be  baptized  at  our  next  meeting. 

This  makes  fifteen,  in  all,  that  have  come  out  on 

the  Lord's  side  since  elders  G.  C.  Bowman  and 
C.  H.  Diehl  have  been  preaching  for  us.  The 

meetings  closed  to-day  with  an  increased  interest. 
While  the  brethren  were  with  us,  they  also  attend- 

ed to  the  ordination  of  Bro.  S.  P.  Jones. — G.  A. 
Branscom,  March  4. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.— Bro.  James  McCrea  came  to  us 
Feb.  17  and  held  meetings  each  evening  until 
Feb.  23,  when  Eld.  S.  M.  Forney  came.  Both 

brethren  labored  day  and  night.  Bro.  Wm.  Mc- 
Lellan,  of  the  South  Loup  church,  came  Feb.  26. 
Nine  precious  souls  came  out  for  baptism,  but, 
on  account  of  the  cold  weather  and  the  ice  float- 

ing, the  baptism  was  put  off  till  later.  Many  oth- 
ers were  counting  the  cost.  Our  meetings  closed 

with  a  love  feast  March  I,  at  the  writer's  house. 
May  the  whole  Brotherhood  remember  us  in  their 

prayersl— D.  M.  Ross,  March  j. 

Oakland  Church,  Ohio. — This  church  met  in 
regular  quarterly  council  Feb.  19.  Everything 
presented  to  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in  a  very 

pleasant  way.  Bro.  Jeremiah  Katherman  is  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  The  same  evening 
Bro.  Isaac  Frantz  commenced  preaching  a  series  of 

sermons  to  us,  closing  on  the  evening  of  March 

1.  He  preached  nineteen  sermons  including  one 

children's  meeting.  Sixteen  precious  souls  came 
out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  received  into 
church  fellowship  by  baptism.  One  returned  to 
the  fold.  Quite  a  number  were  brought  very  near 

the  kingdom,  and  we  feel  sorry  that  our  dear  broth- 
er could  not  stay  with  us  longer,  as  our  meet- 

ings closed  too  soon.-— John  H.  Christian,  Gettys- 

burg, Ohio,  March  J. 

Harrisonburg,  Va. — I  was  somewhat  surprised 
on  receiving  the  Messenger  this  evening  (Satur- 

day). Upon  examination  I  was  much  gratified 
to  learn  that  I  could  expect  this  to  continue. 
Heretofore  it  did  not  reach  us  until  Monday.  This 
I  consider  a  beneficial  change.  The  latest  paper 

is  usually  read  with  greater  interest  and  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  the  Messenger  will  be 

substituted  for  the  secular  paper  for  Sunday  read- 

ing. The  many  interesting  articles  on  the  various 
doctrinal  subjects  and  especially  the  letters  from 

our  traveling  brethren  and  missionaries  combine  to 
make  the  Messenger  very  entertaining  as  well 

as  a  power  for  good.  May  its  influence  con- 
tinue for  good  and  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 

be  glorified!— P.  S.  Thomas,  Feb.  2g. 

Conrad  Grove,  Iowa.— I  spent  a  little  more 
than  a  week  with  the  brethren  and  sisters 

near  this  place,  lecturing  and  preaching.  They 

have  one  minister  living  at  this  point,— Bro.  John 
Cakerice,  whose  companion  has  been  an  invalid 

for  almost  a  year.  This  dear  brother  and  sis- 

ter need  the  prayers  of  God's  children.  They 
have  two  deacons  living  here,— George  J.  Kleine 
and  Jacob  Keefer.  There  seems  to  be  a  good 

opening  for  members  to  settle  in  here.  They 

have  just  got  rid  of  a  heavy  financial  encum- 
brance and  now  have  a  good,  new  church  house 

completed  and  paid  for.  They  are  going  to 
meet  the  call  made  by  the  Mission  Board  of 

the  Middle  District  of  Iowa  for  more  means  to  car- 

ry forward  the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  weath- 
er was  against  us  part  of  the  time,  while  there, 

but  we  trust  our  meetings  were  a  benefit  in 
more  than  one  respect.  One  young  woman  sought 
the  Savior  and  found  him  precious,  and  decided 
to  cast  her  lot  with  us.  —  //:  R.  Taylor,  Delp 

River,  Iowa, 

, 
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-*OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLED 

f~  A  Remarkable  Book— There  are  thou- sands of  books  that  curse  instead  of  biess  the 

reader.  Even  books,  professedly  religious, 

written  by  prominent  professors  of  Christiani- 
ty, are,  in  many  instances,  so  tainted  with 

human  theory,  that  they  poison  rather  than 
nourish  the  soul. 

1  have  lately  read  and  re-read  a  work  that 
is  worth  its  weight  in  diamonds.  Its  value  is 
not  to  be  computed  by  the  costliest  thing  this 

world  affords.  Its  title  is,  "  The  Angel  and 

the  Vision,"  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.,  Chi- 
cago, Publishers.  It  unfolds  the  signification 

of  what  Cornelius  saw  and  heard  in  his  home 

in  Cx'sarea,  and  what  Peter  saw  and  heard  on 
the  housetop  at  Joppa.  In  those  marvelous 

manifestations  there  is  a  mighty  and  impera- 
tive lesson  for  to-day.  If  one  thousand  read- 

ers of  the  Messenger,  or  all  of  them  for  that 

matter,  will  read  that  book  according  to  its 

true  spirit  and  intent,  a  wonderful  change 
will  be  wrought  in  our  apprehension  of  Christ 
and  the  work  he  has  given  us  to  do.  It  will 

train  us  to  familiarity  with  our  closets,  bring 
us  to  a  readier  perception  of  the  ministry  of 

the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  ministering  angels, 
and  to  understand  the  voice  of  God  in  send- 

ing us  on  our  ho'y  errand  of  winning  souls. 
It  will  prove  a  benediction  to  all  who 
in  the  light  of  the  Cross.. 

The  price  is  Si.oo,     It  can  be  had  of  Bretb 

ren's  Publishing  Company,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 
C.  H.  Balsbaugh 

Pet.  1:8 
nductcd  by  Bro.  David  Lytic,  froi 

:o  a  large  assembly.    Viola  Rau. 

HARSHMAN.— In  th 

ation.  Upper  Middleto 

,  1896,  Daniel  Harshn 

lonths  and  12  days.    ' ■  standard  bearers. 

irossnickle  congre- 
Valley,  Pa.,  Feb. 

,  aged  78  years,  6 

connected  himself 

ith  the  above  church  at  the  age  of  twenty- 

'o  years.    He  has  been  in  the  service  fifty- 
x  years  and  has  been  a  deacon  about  thirty 

years,    He  was  always  at  his  post  unless  pre- 
=nted  by  sickness.  G.  S.  Harp. 

COOPER.-At  Huntsville,  Ark.,   Mary    C. 

Cooper,  aged  35  years,  9  months  and  1  day. 
Mary  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life. 

She  leaves  a  husband,  four  daughters  and  two 

sons.    Services  conducted  by  Bro.  Jacob  Stock- 

berger,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Huntsville,  from  John  14.  J.  J.  Wassam. 

LANDIS.— In  the  Mt.  Hope  church,  Okla.T., 

Jan.  27,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  sister  Carrie  Lan- 
ahout  24  years  and  9  months.  Shewas 

born  in  Polk  County,  Mo.,  Jan.  13,  1872.  She 
riage  to  F.  B.  Landis,  who 
She  was  a  member  of  the 

church  for  about  four  years,  always  being 
ive  and  firm.  Several  days  before  her 
th  she  called  for  the  elders  of  the  church 

I  was  anointed.  She  leaves  a  husband  and 

:e  little  children.  Funeral  services  by  Bro. 
G.  W.  Landis.  from  2  Co;.  1: 10. 

J.  H.  Brubaker. 

conducted  by 

Bro.  Brice  Sell,  of  Newry,  1 

the      Brethren's    graveyard,     near 
Springs,  Pa.  D.  S.  Re 

SCOTT— In  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  nea 
Onward,  Ind.,  Feb.  21,  1896,  Bro.  James  M 

Scott,  aged  46  years,  6  months  and  17  days 
deceased  united  with  the  church  fou 

s  previous  to  his  departure.  He  leave: 
fe  and  two  children.  Funeral  service! 

held  at  Onward  by  elders  Daniel  Wy 
song  and  Daniel  P.  Shively,  from  Ps.  17:  15. 

W.  B.  Dailey. 

'  DAVY.— At  his  home,  twelve  miles  east  oi 
Covington,  Ohio,  Sept.  7,  1895,  H.  D.  Davy, 

iged  84  years,  4  months  and  3  days.  The 
lame  H.  D.  Davy  stands  very  prominently  in 

the  record  of  our  church  work,  he  being  Mod- 
l  our  Annual  Meeting  for  twelve  con- 

years.  But  few  brethren  among  us 
more  and  did  more  church  work  in 

response  to  calls  or  appointments  by  Annual 

BOWERS.-In  the  Pine  Creek  church^ 

Teegarden,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  2,'  „£■' Bro.  George  Bowers,  aged  64  years    1 

ind  22  days.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Br^ 

irvicj. 

ting.    He ailed 

r  congre- 

"  Practical  Commentary  on  the  International 

Sunday  School  Lessons  for  1896."  Carefully 
edited  by  specialists  in  the  various  depart 

ments.  The  year's  lessons  in  one  large  oc 
tavo  volume,  bound  in  full  cloth.  Price,  post 
paid,  50  cents.  Size  9%  x  6%  inches,  24c 
pages,  bound  in  Boston  Linen.  A  concise  ex- 

position of  the  Sunday  School  Lessons  for 

1896.  with  questions,  the  teaching  of  the  lesson, 
helpful  thoughts,  practical  applications,  black- 

board exercises,  and  primary  questions  and 

teachings,  also  numerous  maps  and  illustra- 

tions Postpaid  on  receipt  of  price.  Fleming 
-H.  Revell  Co.,  Chicago,  Publishers. 

-MATRIMONIAL- 

parry— gruber.- At    Astoria,    111., 

March  I,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  John 
W.  Parry  and  sister  Fannie,  daughter  of  Bro. 
Jacob  Gruber.  M.  J.  McClure. 

NEER-KAYLOR.-At  the  residence  of 

the  bride's  parents,  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  27,  1S96,  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Neer  and  Miss 
Ida  M.  Kaylor.  Abednego  Miller. 

MILLER-POLZINE.-At  the  residence  of 
Bro.  Holtz,  in  Garrison,  Iowa,  Bro.  D.  E.  Mil- 

ler, of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  sister  Rosa 
Polzine,  of  Garrison,  Iowa. 

M.  M.  Sherrick. 

HOOVER-HOOVER.-At  the  residence 
of  the  officiating  minister,  near  Newry.  Blair 
Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  22,  1895.  Bro.  S.  Blair  Hoover 
and  sister  Ella  M.  Hoover,  both  of  Roaring 
Springs,  Blair  Co.,  Pa.  Brice  Sell. 

STRAYER-FYOCK.-At  the  residence  of 
the  officiating  minister,  Eld.  David  Hilde- 
brand,  Nov.  10,  1895,  Mr.  Benjamin  Strayer 
oi  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  sister  Sadie  Fy- 
ock,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.  A.  J.  Strayer 

COMBS.-In  the  Lower  Lost  R 

gation,  Hardy  Co.,  W,  Va.,  Jan.  28 

Pauline  Combs,  aged  80  years.     Funeral   

by  Eld.  L.  D.  Caldwell,  at  the  Newdale 
church  to  a  large  congregation. 

HALTERMAN.-In    the    Lost    River   dis- 

trict, Hardy  Co.,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  21,  1896,  sister 
Caroline     V.    Halterman,    aged    51    years,    4 
months  and    15    days.     She  has  been  a  great 
sufferer  for  many  years,  but  bore   it  all  with 
Christian  fortitude.     She  sent  for  the  elders 
to  be  anointed,  but  died  in  a  few    minutes 

after    their   arrival.    Funeral    conducted    by 
Eld.  L.  D.  Caldwell,  at  the  house  of  deceased, 

'  om  t  Thess.  4: 13-15-         J.  F.  Caldwell. 

ROBERSON.-In  the  Germantown  congre- 
«ion,   Franklin   Co.,  Va.,  Eld.  Wm.  Rober- 

in,  aged  61   years,  6  months  and  21   days. 
Deceased  had  been  under  the  hand  of  affl 

icarly  two  years,  but  seemed  to  be 

tion    with    patience.    A    few   wee 

previous  to  his  death,  he  called  for  the  elde 

of  the  church  and    was     anointed.     Funeral 

Feb.  23.    Services  were  improved  by  elde 
Daniel  Peters  and  Riley  Flora,  from  I  Cor.  1 

26-  J.  W.  Ikenberry. 

1845,  hence  preached  fifty  years 

vas    limited,    but   he    possessed    great 

:1  ability  and    great    retentive    powers. He  was  q 

to  grapple 
aching  1 

1850.    This 

The 

;ifted 

fitted  him 

subjects.    His 
ndered  very  effective  through 

tural  ability,  together  with  strong 

His  fin 
an  May  31 riage  \ 

)  Catharine  Bostater  Ni 

m  was  blessed  with  fiv 
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TRACKLER.-At  McComb,  Ohio,  Jan  «y 
1896,  sister  Anna  Trackler,  aged  57  years,  4 months  and  29  days.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1838.  She was  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Eve  Poor- 
man.  Her  parents  moved  to  Hancock  Coun- 

ty, same  State,  some  years  later.  She  was 
married  .0  J.  A.  Trackler  April  ,5,  ,860. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  three  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Bro.  Trackler  and  wife  be- 

came members  of  the  German  Baptist  Breth- 
ren church  in  1878.  Sister  Trackler  was  a 

sufferer  from  rheumatism  for  over 
years.  Fo,  ten  years  she  was  not  able  to  walk 
and  for  the  last  two  years  almost  helpless  yet she  was  never  heard  to  complain.  The  funer- 

held   at   the    Sugar    Ridge 

SHAFFER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  M 

church,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  8,  1896,  s 
Lucinda  Shaffer  {tier  Lewis),  beloved  wi 
Bro.  Jacob  Shaffer,  aged  47  years,  5  months 
and  2  days.  She  leaves  a  husband,  eight  sons 
and  two  daughters.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number 

of  years.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 
brethren  A.  Myers  and  Joseph  Holsopple. Harry  Shaffer. 

KIRKPATRICK.-I„  the  Cherry  Grove 
congregation,  111.,  Feb.  27,  1896,  Jacob  Oscar 

of  brother  and  sister  T.  D.  Kirkpatrick] 
9  years,  4  months  and  3  days.  The 

above  came  to  his  death  by  an  accident  in  the 
er.  His  father  was  sawing  a  log.  It 

started  to  roll  and  caught  the  little  boy,  kill- 
him  instantly.  Funeral  discourse  to  a 

large  and  sympathizing  audience,  by  the  writ- 
,  from  Rom.  6:23  and   I   Sam.  20:3,  latter 
ause'  C.  P.  Rowland. 

KRAATZ._In  the  Dallas  Center  church 
Iowa,  Feb.  20,  1896  Frederick  Kraatz,  aged 
79  years,  5  months  and  2  days.  He  was  mar- 

ried twice,— first  in  Germany.    He  raised  elev- 
children  by  his  first  wife,  of  whom  nine  are 
ing.    He  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1871. :  married  his  second  wife  in  1876.  Both 

united  with  the  German  Baptist  church  in 
SB77.  They  lived  logether  „inete<,n  years 
l-uneral  services  conducted  in  the  German 
language  by  the  writer,  assisted  in  the  English 
language  by  Eld.  R.  F.  McCDne. 

John  Weber. 

ALBRIGHT.-At   Duncansville,    Pa      Feb 

7,  1896,  Jesse  E.  Albright,  aged  2  years.  ' 
ALBRIGHT.-In  the  same  family,  Feb.  ,6, 

1896,  Scotland  Roy  Albright,  aged  4  years  and 
2  months.  These  are  the  children  of  Bro 
Martin  Albright  and  wife.    Both  died  of  diph- 

DAVY.— At  the  same  place,  Feb.  2,  1896, 
Catharine  Bostater  Davy,  wife  of  Eld.  H.  D. 

Davy.  As  she  was  a  sister  to  my  step-mother, 
yet  living,  their  visits  to  our  old  homestead 

were  frequent  in  years  past,  and  were  much 

enjoyed.  For  them  we  felt  a  warm  attach- 
ment-  I.  J.  Rosenberger. 

WEAVER.-In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lan- 

caster  Co.,  Pa..  Feb.  21,  1896,  George  B. 
Weaver,  son  of  brother  George  and  Martha 

Weaver,  aged  1  month  and  3  days,  this  being 
the  fifth  funeral  since  Jan.  4.  One  more  little 

daughter  remains  well  at  this  writing. 
I.  W.  Taylor. 

HORNER.-In  the  Johnstown  congregation. 

Walnut  Grove,  Pa.,  Feb.  22,  1896,  Bro.  Samu- 
el Horner,  aged  76  years,  6  months  and  18 

days.  His  death  was  caused  by  a  paralytic 
stroke.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  David  Hil- 
debrand.  A.  J.  Strayer. 

WAGNER.-At  Ollie,  Iowa,  Feb.  25,  1896, 

Alonzo  Horner,  only  son  of  Philip  and  Mary 

Wagner,  aged  9  months  and  24  days.  Dis- 
ease, membranous  croup.  Short  services  were 

held  at  the  home,  conducted  by  Eld.  John 
Gable.  Mary  Heilman. 

HAGERDON.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Green- 

ount  church,   Pa.,   Feb.   17,   1896,  of   pneu- 

onia  and  heart  trouble,  sister  Sarah  J.  Hager- 

don  {nee  Beahm),  consort  of  John  Hagerdon, 

deceased,  aged  65  years,  1  month  and  3  days 
he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  foi 
number  of  years.     Funeral  services  at  Green 

lount   by  Eld.  Benjamin  Miller,  assisted  by 

Bro.  Hagen.    She  leaves  a  son  and  two  daugh- 
;rs-  Jacob  A.  Garber. 

PETERSON. -In  the  La  Forge  church, 
Mo.,  Feb.  is,  1896,  Levi,  oldest  son  of  Bro. 
Andrew  and  sister  Peterson,  aged  15  years 
ind  12  days.  He  was  hauling  lumber,  when, 
n  some  way  unknown,  the  mules  became 
nghtened  and  ran  away,  throwing  him  off. 
Then,  it  is  supposed,  the  wheel  struck  him  on 

of  the  face,  and  ran  over  his  neck, 
breaking  it  and  causing  almost  instant  death, 

ixpressed  his  intention  of  uniting  with  the 

church  soon,  but,  in  a  moment  of  time,  his 

pportunity  was  gone.  He  was  an  intelligent, 
ustworthy  boy  and  his  loss  is  deeply  felt  by 
is  parents,  sisters,  little  brother  and  all  who 
new  him.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Ira  P. 

Eby,  from  John  14:2,  assisted  by  Bro.  Daniel 
Lotah.  Minta  A.  Eby. 

ROSS.— At  Concordia,  Kans.,  Jan.  23,  1896, 
of  whooping-cough  and  pneumonia,  Edith 
May,  twin  daughter  of  friend  Anson  and  sister Sarah  Ross. 

ROSS.— In  the  same  family,  Feb.  8,  1896, 
of  whooping-cough  and  meningitis,  Edith 

Myrtle,  aged  9  months.  This  is  the  remaining 
twin  daughter  of  the  above-named  parents. 
Funeral  services  postponed. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Shomber. 

:h  for  thirty  years.     Funu.. 

by  the  writer.  Jacob  Hilder„„„, 
WHEELER.— In  the  Mound  Valleych 

Okla.,  Jan.  23,  1896,  crushed  by  a  falling  . 
Bro.  John  C.  Wheeler,  aged  32  years,  6  mmS 

than  a  year  ago  he  „,„«„ 

~  .«.,,   .....u..,.    „e  united  with  the  church 
in   November  and   made   many  friends  he,, 
during  his  short  stay.    He  leaves  a  wife     a 
two  children.    Funeral  service  by  Eld.  Mai 

Ennis-  Anna  L.  Herren   ' FRY.— In  the  Roann  congregation,  Miam, 

Co.,    Ind.,  Feb.  28,   1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Fry,  aL, 
73  years,  3  months  and  25  days.    He  was  a 

of  the  Brethren  church  f„, 

about  twenty  years.    He  leaves  a  lonely  w|a. sister, — and  six  children.    Funeral  oc 
improved    and    conducted    by    Frank 

Fisher  and  the  writer.       David  Swihart. 
BUCK.-In  the  bounds  of  the  Virdigris 

:hurch,  Kans.,  Jan.  12,  1896,  Jacob  Buck,  aged 
69  years,  8  months  and  21  days.  Deceased 
was  born  in  Lee  County,  111.,  where  he  was 
chosen  to  the  ministry.  He  emigrated  to 
Kansas  at  an  early  date.  He  located  with  his 

family  near  Emporia,  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Cottonwood  church,  which  was,  at  the  time 

the  only  organized  church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Kansas.  Bro.  Buck  did  much  for  the  Master 

sowing  the  seeds  of  His  doctrine  in  many 

places.  Having  received  charge  of  a  num- 
ber of  churches,  in  after-years  he  traveled 

his  own  expense  with  team  and 

laking  a  circuit  of  several  hundred 

1  single  trip.  Few.  have  done  more, 

s  an  aged  wife,  three  sons  and  three 
.  They  have  the  sympathies  and 
if  many  brethren  and  sisters  who 

knew  him.  Services  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
G.  W.  Garst,  from  Rev.  14:  13. 

W.  H.  Leaman. 

STUDEBAKER.-At  Ada,  Ohio,  Feb.  2, 

1896,  Clayton  A.  Studebaker,  aged  24  years, ' 
3  months  and  26  days.  He  leaves  a  sorrowing 
father  and  mother,  three  brothers  »~a  v*Q 

sisters.  He  had  made  no  profession  bt'4  had 
many  friends.  He  was  a  student  of  the  col- 

lege at  Ada  Ohio.  Funeral  conducted  by 
Bro.  A.  G.  Crosswhite  and  the  writer. 

buggy, 

daughti 

MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Northwestern   Kansas   and   Northern 
Colorado. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northwestern 
Kansas  and  Northern  Colorado,  will  be  held 

in  the  M.  E.  church,  Portis,  Kans.,  Thursday, 

April  23,  1896.  The  District  Meeting  is  to  be 
held  on  Friday,  April  24,  1896,  at  the  same 

place.  Those  coming  over  the  Rock  Island 

1.  to  Smith  Center  will  please  write  to 
Charles  Lammy,  or  Bro.  William  Nailor, 

at  Ojsis,  Kans.,  who  wilt  meet  them.  Those 

coming  over  the  Missouri  Pacific  to  Portis, 

will  be  met  by  notifying  Bro.  Isaac  S.  Lerew, Portis,  Kans. 

OR  ministerial  meeting. 

1.  A  discussion  of  verses  34  and  35  of  chap- 

ter 20  of  Acts  of  the  Apostles.— John  R.  Gar- 
ber, D.  H.  Weaver,  George  M.  Throne,  Jacob 

Harnish,  P.  B.  Porter. 

2.  "  What  is  the  Signification  of  the  Prayer- 
covering?  "— S.  L.  Myers,  J.  F.  Cline,  B.  B. 

tmer,  F.  M.  Peck,  Daniel  Bowman. 

"What  are  the    Factors    and   how   Ob- 

:d  that  Lead  to  a  Prosperous  Church?"— 
John  Wertz,  G.  W.   Crissman,   Lewis  Lerew, John  Brower,  W.  B,  Himes. 

'Our  Sisters,  their  Responsibilities,  Du- 
ind  Privileges  in  the  Different  Lines  of 

Church  Work."— John  Hollinger,  D.  M.  Click, 
D.  R.  Myers,  Daniel  Smith,  D.  Holsinger. 

5.  "Why  I  Belong  to  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren."— C.  S.  Holsinger,  L.  W.  Fitzwater, 

W.  Lugenbeel,  Levi  Whisler  and    An- 

"  The  Sunday  School,  its  Aim,  its  Litera- 
and  how  to  be  Used."— A.  C.   Daggett, 

Lewis  Hoff,  Chester  Daggett,  Charles  Lammy, 

~:ster  Hildreth. 

Subject  of  sermon  at  night,  "  The  Church  of 
God  and  its  Promises."— S.  M.  Goughnour. 

John  Wagner,     ) 

Daniel  Bowman,  i  Committee. 

D.  W.  Stoner,       ) 

John  Hollingbr, 



TSIEl  GOSPEL  MBSSZEnsTO-EIK/. 
M 

jtBrtflJ-offiora  ineet
inghous 

horn  District  ot  Indiana,  In  the 
 Ar- 

Ind.    M1. 
;'  M SSSe  DtaWot  of  Indiana,  Mexi

co  church 

m     nistri'-t  Meeting  of  Northeasts 
-'     -.he  Pleasant  Grove  church,  i 

of  Lawrence,  Knna. 

"'7J  it"  l-.^rh-t  Mating  of  too  Second 

S°18,  Wstriot  of  Maryland  in  t
he  Long  Meadow 

District   Meeting   of 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 
i'oK  25  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  fi 

vvuu  size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com 
pound  (horb  form)  containing  the  medical  proper 
ties  of  a  full  size  11,00  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup 
Until  March  1, 1896.  we  make  a  special  low  oft 

les.  Write 
stamps  will  get 

Syrup  Compound 

Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 

;d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 

explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our Sunday  schools. 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

US  t0  "S3  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

Aprnnd    Wisconsin \yn<l(hi 
the  day  before, 

itrlot  of  Southern   Mlsaour 
iiesting 

'^nniiel's  Creek  ouu 
of  Southern  Ohio 

Almanac  fo 
Yours  very  truly. r  quarter, . 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

nmdi-r.it-  .  v.uwik  in  ,»';  ' 
"t  underneath.    First' 

The  Gospel  Messenger.-A  large,  relig 

weekly— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  theii 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

Lvllle  Creek  church, ' 
',  M-.   Kansi 

Remember  We  Are  Busy 

  Link  Stays,  Sta- ples, Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fence,  Lawn,  Farm 

rite  us  for  prloes  and  catalogue. 
THE  HOLLINGEK  FENCE  CO., 

Greenville,  Ohio. 

4  P  M-,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 
HP  M.,  Monitor  church,  Kans. 
1  17^  at  2  P.  M.,  Naperville  church,  III.  | 
d  20,  atl  P.  M.,  Cherry  Grove  ohurcl 

.  M., Hill,  Jefferson  Co 

KemhU!>' 

I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 
that  1  have  for  sale 

CHOICE 

i  POLAND*  CHINA*  SWINE 
Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.    This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 1  aooO  SOWSi  Breii  pr|ces 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and  FRANK 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach  I     * of  our  people. 

1Ilum      *    so 

Address: 

I  4U3 

O.  E.  FRANK, 

Pleasant  Home, 

AGENTS,  READ  THIS! 

Single 

^copies 

..ADVERTISEMENTS* 

,0  (5  a  day.  People  come  to  your  house  f< 
Something  that  Is  wanted  by  every  man,  wc 
and  child.  Agents  write  that  It  is  more  tha: 
slaimforit.  It  retails  for  ft  cents,  10  cents  a 
:ents;  loo  per  cent  profit  to  you,  and  a  nice 
viinkT  watch  or  calendar  clock  or  an  alarm  v 
frith  the  goods  (a  novelty  for  agents).  Se: 
lent  stamp  for  sample,  etc.,  or  26  cents  for  a  c 
samples  that  retail  for  CO  cents.  We  deliver  nil 

prepaid.  Address:  Rose  Jelly  Co..  New  Mld- 
M-.-iliTick  Co.,  Md.  10ta 

Just  What  You  Want! 

,-vldi. 

ve  address,  6  months 

Brethren's  Settlement,  Howard  Co. 

Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  sent  free 
on  application.  . 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac — Every  fam- 

ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 

ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special terms  to  energetic  agents. 

low. 

Ohio. 

Ind. 

ill    nnd 

Cattle  With  Horns 
ARE  DANGEROUS, 

Hard  to  take  care  of,  and  out  ol  date.    Your  calves  will 

grow  up  without  horns  II  you  use  BHAYTON'S  
CER- 

TAIN HORN  PREVENTER,  a  chemical  compound  to 
nt  the  Growth  of  horns.    It   is   sure.    Thousands 
„*,,!  ,1  ui.l  would  not  be  without  It.    Price,  75  cents 

,Ottle,  sent   prepaid   to  any  address  in  the  United 
a  on  receipt  ol  price.    Agents  wanted  everywhere  al 

Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
anced  classes,  ft  contains  the  lesson  text, 

ind  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 

keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  
the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

•All  tat  Wostem  Tun  Lands. 

1 1:1,1 mi,! 

v  li.. 
Special  Features— New  and  original  Diagrams 

Journey  Maps,  Map  Drills,  simple  and  complete  Out 
lilies,  new  Outline- Harmony,  etc. 
Now  is  the  time  to  use  these  helps  with  vmn  |Sumia 

school  lessons  until  luly  1,  or  in  a  special  Bible  Class. 

Warmly  endorsed  by  Bible  workers  ol  other  denomim 

Single  subscription,  one  year   

the 
:  of 

illus :e  "Corn  Belt"  .- 

.....d  monthly  newspaper  published  
by  the 

Chicago  Burlington  St  Cmincy  R.  R.  
It  aims 

t  ■  give  information  in  an  interesting  way  about 

the  farm  lands  of  the  West.  Send  
twenty-five 

cents  in  postage  stamps  to  the  Corn  
Bill,  209 

Adams  Street,  Chicago,  and  the  paper  
will  be 

sent  to  your  address  for  one  year. 

New- 

Breth
ren  

Colony
, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 

for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  
the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  
pub- 

lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year,   10  cents 
1  copies,  per  quarter   ■  '  "**c     . 
0  copies  and  OTer,   ■* 

Norm classes  and  Sunday  schools. 

A  Few  Opinions. 

Mi.~  Union  (,-,-/,,'  .\V:<'.,   O ■::  '■■'■»:■',  > '^'' 
You  have  done  a  grand  uoud  work.  -Aldine  S,  Ktcffer. 

Editor  Musical  Million,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Book  and  Chart  may  be  used  together  or  separately. 
Chart,  about  3  It.  by  &  it.,  mounted  with  roller  and 
moulding  and  bound  with  tape.  Price,  7S  cents;  book, 
flexible  cloth,  40  cents;  both  together,  $1.    All  prepaid. 
An  Ar;ENT  wanted  fitno  in  every  onitfregalion.     Liberal 

Mcpherson  college, 
Mcpherson,  Kansas. 

of  which  isc 

ise  lands  1  oQ 

I>EPAHTMKNTs:-CoIlegiato,  Normal,  Prepara- 
tory, Commercial,  Stenography,  Type-writing. 

Musical,  and  Biblical.    Spring  Term  begins  April 

The  Normal  Department  is  recognized  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education  and  Us  course  leads  to  a  State  Di- 

ploma.    Seventy-eight   students   teach   in   one  County 

The  prolessors  are  all  specialists  In  their  departments 
and  the  instruction  is  lirst  class. 

You  can  here  obtain  a  complete  course  ol  instruction 
without  going  elsewhere  to  complete  it. 

Students  can  enter  almost  any  time  and  find  classes  tc 

it   North- 

ID  n  hardwood  timber 
ered  with  a  splendid  growth 
;,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  and 

e  specially  adapted  for 

v  nnd  all  kinds  of  grain, 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.-Ou
r  stock 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety
 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please
  all 

Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be
  con^ 

No.  pbb  p- 
1402  Four  Design 

1815  Four  Design: 

16,  flowered  t 

e  gilt  edge,  s 

;.iie  close  proximity  in 
luth  nnd  West  Super! 
rate  for  shipping  of  gri 

per  hundred.  The  lai 
crocks  and  streams, 
elmr,  and  no  trace  of 
the  water  or  soil.  Pie 

purposes,  fenee.-  aim 

exclusively  f< 

eof 

the  Brethren. 
land-buyers,  no 
)  acres  and  *SQ.O 

Ton r  tin 

SJED  POTATOES  jr 
ill  way  down,— beiow  New  York  firms. 

Address:  THEO.  HEIPLE,  Seedsman, 

Boucher,  Pa, 

ig  pure  an. 

1   the 

Frosted,  extra  fine,  size  4x6,   

..„.  Embossed  Designs,  size  4xfl,   

1280  Landscape  and  Flowers,  size  4x7, .  .  ■' 

Embossed  KLowors,  rtl/.n -ixd   ' 

Embossed   Landscape   and    Flowers, _ 

1U0  acres  or  muio. 

For  further  information  apply   t
. 

Theo.  F.Koch,  176  E  3d  St.,  St
,  Paul,  Minn.,  u  , 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 

Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis
, Mln 

Exclusive  Brethren  Agent
. 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Mer
chant 

HH305  S.  Charte^J^ore,  Md. 

pTnltr*    Game   and   FruUi.   
Special- 

1281  Embossed,  extm  Hne,  size  8Jr£x5& .  ■®C'"V"" 

1287  Birds  and  I.iiinli'i'np",  h1/.'<;sx.V  j,  ■  ■  •  . 
 16  cent  . 

100,1  Birds  and  Lini'l^np"  s i /.o  :i -vf-j1  a,  .  .  .  -loCen  B. 

l/si  jjiruuttiii  a,x6W, .  U  cents. 

1285  Flowers  ami  Laud-eap.',  »i"  ■(>«»».  «„nt- 

1293  Birds  and  I.findr.ciip*".Bl/.e;il^^/4.'  
■  -»iu""  • 

1291  Fine  Bcenery,  size  3^x6!^,        cen 

PER  PACKAGE  Of  50  OAED8. 000  "  The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De-^  ̂ ^ 

825^8LandVcape'andBlrds,Bize2x3%,.  .  
.SOoents, 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blu
e, .  .  .20  cents. 

When  ordering  cards  be  sure  
to  give  num- 

ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,
  so  thai 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday   School   Supplies. -We   
keep   any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  
school  work 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods 
 not  adver 

tised  here. 

«montB.  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen.  
.  .*   » 

a  primers,  with  fine  engravings, 
 per  doz- 

A, „':,;;,  pictorial  chart  of  each  lesson, 

,„  „..-o.    No  Ratche    . 

I  flange     Send  for  circular  and  prlcei 
1  HATCHET  CO.,  81  Bbawuoe  St.,  Day- 

...HOLMAN'S... 
SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -   Sire,  5X^7  i
nches. 

This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 

CHAPTER  1. 
1  I7ienCT*aJoair*/ .^y^'  ';';^";/,'Vr',r'^','',''-''/'.'.,^'Xv'/',; 
I)  lu.  n'Vi'.T'vJv.  11  /','  iiH<j,liiiUa"««l'  "'e 

rnHB  book  of  the  *  generation  of 

J_  Je'ijus  Chrlat,  '  the  son  of  
Da'- 

vid,  c  the  eon  of  A'bra-ham. 2  <■  A'brft-ham  begat  l'?aaci  and 

•I'eaao  begat  Ja'cQb;  and  / Ja'CQb 
begat  Ja'das  and  his  brethren; 
3  And  "Ju'das  begot  Pha'res  and 

Za'ra  of  Tha' mar;    and  ''Pha'res 

„,„  gather  lined  10  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 

and  is  probably  the  most  dura- ble Bible  lor  the  price  on  the 
market.  It  is  our  selection 

!g  the  Bibles,  and  the  one ,,,,,1,1    recommend    aboro 

per  quarter, 

Other  Helpe.-We  are  prepared  
to  fnrnish 

Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  
Maps,  and 

Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  
write  us 

before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Address,  mmUt  prjBUamna  Co., 

Ml,  Morris,  111 $4.00. 
s  ...a  Jo  call  for  No.  1R3&  when  you  order. 

Him,  WlXUm  Pl'BLlSillSG  COMPA
NY, Mt.  Morris,  III 
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Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 

fiv,  ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

OF   INTEREST   TO  HOWE- 
SEEKING  BRETHREN. 

ALL 
The  Colonies  of  Brethren  in 

North  Dakota  are  Lo- 
cated along  the 

Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 

And  that  the  Undersigned  will 
be  glad  to  answer  all  inquiries 
concerning 

FREE 
Government  Lands,  subject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 

fiS"Brethren  and  others  who  contemplate 
joining  our  colony  this  spring,  will  please  write 

me  and  I  will  beglad  to  advise  them  regarding 
freight  and  passenger  rates. 

MAX   BASS, 

220  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Manchester  College.... 

  The  Bible  School. 

If  You   Are  Going  to    North    Dakota    thi 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 
If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 

ivhlch    traverse   these 

nil  streams  and  lakes, 

wells  of  drinking  > 

,  find  coal  costs  I 
bat  arc  tillable, 

rage  ..f  tvvtmtv  b 
tlemonl 
•rngu   per 

l  failure  of  ( 

-ltirinr.il    ill    l*MI, 

IIUl.    III. 

eo,  for  die  Spring 

ol?  Don't  hesitate, 

alii  itt  Hit'  bottom? 

;■>< 

Planting  Trees 
In  February  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal, 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

dress,  W.  A.  Dickey.  Nead.  Miami  Cu.,  lnd,  itl. 

JS&'Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

Everybody  who  has  a  corn  can  dispos 
Bending  for  a  lU-eent  box  of  DUBBEL'S  1 
QUICK  CORN  CUBE,  tbe  oliampion  off 

hree  applications  r 
)  greatest  remedies 

i  I'uinmNsloner,  N.  P.  R. 

i  Liy 
1  Bowe Ittle  ) 

Constipation.    Agents  wanted    in  every  localii 
agents  can  make  from  J3.00  to  to.oo  per  ds 
e  quick  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 

8.  E.  DUBBEL  4  CO.,  Proprietors, 
Waynesboro.  Franklin  Co  .  f 

Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 

velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
ilation,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 

hnutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
ix,  containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 

date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 

old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for nly  25  c i  thisofho 

Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite" 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
thai  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  lames 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro 
)umter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
bly   impressed.     Price,    post-paid,  $1.25.    To 

AddVbesrtbifofficeSpeCia     te""S    l°    agtmtS" 
They  Are  Coming 

era!  families  of  Brethren  from  Qkl 

...READY  IN  10  DAYS... 

Outlines  of  Bible  Lessons" 
Given  at  Mt.  Morris,  January,  '96. 

■ft  Trout;  Mis- 

,  J.   E.  Miller; i.  Royer. 

its;  two  copies, 

is  less  tban  5U 

ihould  go  Into 

GRANT  MAHAN, 
Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Tbe  proceeds  realized  from  the  sale  of  these 
outlines  over  and  above  the   cost    of    publishing >  the  Missionary 

Brethern's Plain  Clothing  i 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 

the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 
Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 

our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
"  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 

.pplication.  Our  rules  for  self, 
ment  are  so  simple  any  one  can 

understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 

er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 

are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co,, 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 

g   Here  Again  for  1896 
afl    C.  C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  100  pages  8xio 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.    Printed  on 

t  quality  ol  paper.     It  is  really  the  finest  book  of  its 
is  published.     Price,  15  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 

MAKER. Freeport.  111.,  TJ.  S.  A.  ,gmfi 

Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  aud  Brooder 

efy  self-regulating, 

Finely  illustrated 

ague  free,  AUth<--j, SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO,,  Freeport,  111.,  U.S.k 

DUBBEL'S Cough  and  Croup  Cure.   » 

Is  the  best,  the  most   prompt,   and   the  n>ost  effective^ 

on  led  v  lot  ■  i.  ri.ii|i.      It  is   Hn-    remedy   ynu    iv.mt   ..,,  ,„«  ' 
children,  and  in  times  ol  emergency  yon  must,  forNlJieir 
;ake,  have  it  on  hand.     It  is  equally  as  good  for  Coughs, 
:olds.  Irritation  ol  the  Throat  and  Lungs.  Tightness  on 

ms  drugs;  can  he  givan  to  the  youngest  child  without  a 
i  of  i 

the  i 

S     Teach. 
'.he  15.  .t.i^. 

(coarse  print,  tvjie  editu, 
and    fully  expUiiiin^    imv. 
can  O.llMSient  I  y  retail  Bible 
wholesale  prices,  EKEE. 

!   follow 

li.'j:  'leS-'TI  I 

S"iig  Honk   and 

d  singing  teach- 
;ood  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 

Iress:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 
Mt.  Morris,  III. 

You  Need  It! 

Brethren's 
Family 

Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address this  Office. 

have  won  the  confidence  oi  thousands  ol  people,  who  t< 
day  tell  us  that  in  all  their  experience  they  have  neve 
used  a  preparation  equal  to  it.  We  have  on  file  man 

testimonials  lor  it.  It  is  sold  stnct'yon  its  merits.  "N 
cure,  no  pay."    Retail  price.  25  cents  per  bottle. 

If  there  is  no  agent  in  your  locality  write  for  speci? 

C.  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.  Special  induce 
ments  lor  lamilies  for  a  short  time  only,  are  given  to  hel] 

get  this  great  child-saving  remedy  introduced  into  ever 

Map  of  the  United  States. 

IE.  handsome  Map  of  the  United  Stat 

WAYNE  COUNTY  HEED 

POLAND-CHINAS 

CATARRH  INHALER 
FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 

one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  ana 

Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  Instant  reliet. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  send 

me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  om 

many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  hut  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 

DR.  HI.  J.  -WORST, 
Patent  applied  ior.  ash  LAN  D,  OH  IO. 
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^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANYS 

Iceland  has  a  population  of  about  72,000  souls, 

and  a  very  large  majority  of  them  are  professing 
Christians.  The  Bible  is  diligently  studied,  and  the 
people  are  said  to  have  a  better  average  culture 
than  those  of  Europe.  The  children  do  not  receive 
an  education  in  schools,  but  are  educated  at  home 

by  their  parents.  They  have  287  churches,  of 
which  12  are  of  stone,  256  of  wood,  and  29  are 

made  of  turf.  The  buildings  ar*e  very  plain 
throughout.  There  are  said  to  be  but  few  persons 
on  the  island  who  cannot  read  and  write.  They  are 

the  most  peaceable  people  known  on  the  globe,  and 
have  no  use  for  armies  or  navies.  Their  long  winter 

evenings  are  spent  in  study,  and  they  avail  them- 
selves of  such  mental  and  spiritual  exercise  as  tend 

to  develop  them  both  mentally  and  spiritually. 

Not  long  since  there  died  in  Chicago  a  pauper 
who  at  one  time  was  worth  millions  of  dollars. 

Years  ago  he  went  to  Arizona  and  fell  into  posses- 
sion of  a  gold  mine  that  brought  him  millions 

upon  millions  of  money.  He  reveled  in  lux- 

ury, vice  and  extravagance.  Even  fast  people  were 
dazed  at  the  way  he  wasted  money.  To  him  a 
mrilion  dollars  was  only  a  small  matter.  But 

lt  was  all  for  his  own  personal  gratification.  Not 
c°ntent  with  his  princely  income,  he  went  to 
gambling  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  in  a 

short  time  he  lost  everything  he  possessed,  and 
was  glad  to  take  a  humble  position  in  a. hotel  at 

Sl7  a  month.  He  grieved  over  his  fate,  but  it  was 

to°  late  to  repent  with  profit.  He  drifted  to  the 
Poor-house,  and  when  he  died  his  body  was  num- 

"ed  among  the  paupers.  With  care  in  a  wise  use 
°fhis  enormous  wealth  his  name  might  have  gone 

°wn  to  future  generations  covered  with  honor. 

tj  Could  have  erected  and  endowed  an  institu- 

j'°n  of  teaming  that  would  have  proved   a  bless- 
s  to  the  world  for  centuries  to  come.     He  could 

founded ndow 

orphan's  home where  thousands  of  children  might  have  been 
cared  for  and  fitted  for  life.  Or  he  could  have  set 

apart  millions  for  the  support  of  a  great  mission- 
ary movement  that  would  have  carried  the  Gos- 

pel to  hundreds  of  places  in  heathen  lands.  But 
he  lost  all  of  these  opportunities  and  went  to  the 
grave  ruined  in  body,  mind  and  soul.  Woe  unto 
those  who  put  their  trust  in  riches. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  tree  in  Burmah  known  as 

the  "  Burning  Tree."  It  is  also  called  the  "  For- 
bidden Tree."  It,  however,  bears  no  fruit.  In 

size  it  is  scarcely  more  than  a  bush,  and  those  who 
know  its  nature  cannot  be  induced  to  touch  it. 

If  one  should  touch  even  a  leaf  he  will  ex- 

perience a  burning  pain  for  weeks.  Dogs  touching 
it  run  and  yelp.  A  horse  that  came  in  contact 
with  a  burning  tree  ran  like  a  mad  animal,  biting 
everything  it  could  reach.  It  is  shunned  by  both 
man  and  beast.  We  wonder  if  there  are  not 

some  people  in  this  world  whose  unkind  words, 
actions  and  looks  make  them  a  burning  tree  or 
shrub  in  the  community,  church  and  family,  to 
be  shunned  by  both  man  and  beast!  Their  unkind 
words  on  entering  the  heart  may  produce  pain 
for  days  and  even  months. 

While  the  Bible  was  not  primarily  intended  ; 

physical  protection,  it  nevertheless  has  ser 
that  purpose  in  a  few  instances  in  behalf  of 

those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying  the  Word  up- 
on their  person.  A  clergyman  speaking  at  a  re- 

cent meeting  in  London,  stated  that  20  years  before 
he  was  in  a  convention  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
that  after  the  meeting  a  gentleman  handed  him  a 
small  Bible  with  a  round  hole  in  one  of  the  covers. 

On  examining  the  book  more  closely  the  hole 
was  found  to  extend  nearly  through  the  volume. 

The  gentleman  said  that  he  was  one  time  preach- 
ing in  a  very  rough  part  of  the  country,  and 

that  after  one  of  the  services  in  a  farm  house  he 

placed  his  Bible  in  his  breast  pocket,  got  into  his 
cart  and  started  home.  On  the  way  he  saw  a 

flash,  heard  a  report  of  a  gun  or  pistol,  and  felt 

something  strike  him.  He  feared  that  he  was 

shot  though  he  felt  no  pain  at  the  time.  Short- 
ly afterwards  he  found  a  hole  in  his  overcoat  and 

then  a  bullet  imbedded  in  his  Bible.  It  had 

stopped  at  that  part  where  it  reads:  "  Father, 

keep  them  through  thy  own  name."  He  felt  that  for 
one  time  his  Bible  had  saved  his  life,  and  if  he  re- 

mained faithful  to  its  teachings  he  could  rest 
assured  that  it  would  also  result  in  the  saving  of  his 
soul.    

We  try  to  teach  the  members  of  the  church  that 
while  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion, 
including  the  rites,  ceremonies  and  ordinances, 
remain  the  same  through  all  generations,  yet 
the  methods  of  executing  some  of  these  principles 

must  necessarily  vary  in  different  ages  and  under 
different  circumstances.  It  is  difficult  to  get 

some  people  to  comprehend  this.  And  yet  it 
is  equally  hard  to  get  them  to  understand  that, 

while  the  principles  for  sustaining  life  and  get- 
ting along  in  this  world  remain  about  the  same, 

still  every  generation  brings  changes  to  which 
we  must  adjust  our  methods.  This  is  now  clearly 

seen  in  the  use  of  forces  to  propel  street-cars, 
etc.  It  is  said  that  the  introduction  of  electric 

railways  has  thrown  nearly  300,000  horses  out  of 

use.  To  feed  that  number  of  animals  required 

45,000,000  bushels  of  corn  and  oats  each  year. 

This  will  be  a  great  loss  to  the  farmer.    To  carry 

this  grain  from  the  farmers  to  the  cities  would  have 

required  65  000  cars.  This  is  the  loss  to  the 
railroads.  So  one  change  after  another  comes  and 
goes,  and  the  wise  man  will  adjust  his  methods 
accordingly,  and  may  succeed  in  making  a  good 

living  and  doing  good  to  others.  But  the  fool- 
ish man  will  spend  his  time  complaining,  saying 

that  times  are  not  as  they  used  to  be,  and  the  world 

is  all  going  to  ruin.  Happy  is  the  man  who  can 
accept  these  changes,  do  what  is  right,  and 
continue  to  trust  God  for  the  rest. 

The  Popular  Science  News  relates  the  following: 

"A  traveler  visiting  Colombia  found  a  species 
of  water  hyacinth  which  he  greatly  admired  and 
consequently  brought  some  bulbs  back  to  his  home 
in  New  Orleans,  placing  them  in  tubs  in  his  front 

yard.  In  less  than  two  years  patches  of  the  flower 
appeared  in  the  Bayou  St.  John;  in  the  next 
year  the  Bayou  was  so  choked  with  the  plant 
that  navigation  was  impeded.  At  the  present  time 

it  may  be  found  a  hundred  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  New  Orleans,  and  has  overrun  the 

water  courses  so  as  to  become  a  nuisance.  In 

Louisiana  the  climate  and  conditions  ha 

it  and  developed  it  into  a  flourish 
while  in  Colombia  it  was  nothing  more  than  a 

harmless  flowering  plant  growing  in  tubs."  This 
lesson  may  apply  religiously  to  the  churches 

that  have  permitted  the  supposed  harmless,  char- 
itable secret  societies  to  eet  a  foothold  in  them,' 

and  are  now  suffering  from  the  result.  The 

atmosphere  of  Protestantism  is  just  suited  to  the 

growth  of  these  secret  orders,  and  they  are  sap- 
ping the  very  life  out  of  the  churches.  Our 

people  should  take  warning  and  renew  their  oppo- 
sition to  secrecy. 

suited 

pest, 
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Number  Thirty-Six. 

The  Fountain  (at  Jericho)  is  a  most  beautiful 

basin  of  clear,  sparkling  water,  well-stocked  with 

large  and  fine-looking  fish,  lazily  swimming  to  and 
fro,  as  if  enjoying  the  warm  rays  of  the  morning 

sun.  The  stream  gushes  out  from  beneath  large 

limestone  rocks,  but  is  confined  within  a  large  ba- 

sin by  being  surrounded  with  a  solid  stone  wall. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  water  here  to  supply  quite 

a  city,  and  of  sufficient  elevation  to  be  profitably 
utilized  by  the  present  city,  had  the  people  enough 

push 

and  enterpr ise  to make  it 
lable. 

There 

are, 

at   present, 

only 

some  fou r  hu ndred 

nhabi- 
tants the  greater 

part  c 

f  them  d ivelli 

ng  in 

■nisera- 

ble-lc 

oking  huts, and  a shiftless as  all  their 

breth- 

ren  a 
Th 

site  of  the house in  which Zac heus  1 ved  is 

still  shown,  but,  unfortunately  for  us,  the  sycamore 
tree  in  which  he  climbed  was  cut  down  some  years 

ago. 
As  we  were  returning  from  the  Fountain,  on  look- 

ing back,  we  saw,  beyond  the  ancient  ruins,  the 
Mountain  of  Temptation,  on  which,  it  is  supposed, 

Christ  was,  after  the  baptism,  and  in  the  tempta- 
tion. On  the  mountain  there  are  three  peaks  or 

heads,  the  middle  one  being  the  place  where  the 

temptation  was  presented  by  Satan.  At  the  time, 
a  light  shower  of  rain  was  falling  and  the  tops  of 

the  two  outside  mounts  were  spanned  by  a  beauti- 
ful and  bright  rainbow,  forming  a  perfect  circle  or 

arch  over  the  Mount  of  Temptation.  It  seemed  to 

us  to  be  a  very  remarkable  coincidence,  thus  form- 



■7«   
ing  a  perfect  halo  of  beauty  and  glory  over  and 

above  the  place  of  so  much  note.  We  cannot  ex- 

press the  feelings  that  came  to  us  as,  with  a  con- 
tinued gaze,  we  beheld  the  wonderful  spectacle. 

At  8:  30  we  again  entered  our  carriages  for  the 

return  trip,  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 

would  have  been  as  pleasant  as  the  outgoing  one, 

but,  because  of  the  inexperience  and  downright 

stupidity  of  our  drivers,  part  of  the  trip  was  made 

very  undesirable  indeed.  If  there  is  any  one  thing 

about  which  these  people  are  especially  ignorant, 

it  is  the  caring  for,  use,  and  driving  of  horses. 

They  can  man.ige  the  driving  of  cows  and  oxen 

fairly  well,  but  when  they  come  to  horses  they  man- 

ifest more  ignorance  than  do  the  animals  them- 
selves. On  our  return,  we  had  a  heavy  upward 

grade,  and  they  had  the  horses  so  badly  balked 

that  though  we  all  walked,  it  was  only  with  a  con- 
tinued series  of  whipping  and  clubbing  that  they 

succeeded  in  getting  the  empty  carriages  to  the 

top  of  the  hill.  Had  we  been  able  to  use  their 

language  we  would  all  have  had  a  speech  to  make 

or  an  exhortation  to  give,  but  as  it  was,  quietness 

seemed  to  be  the  better  part  of  prudence,  and  we 

left  them  have  their  own  way,  bad  as  it  was,  and  by 

high  noon  we  again  entered  the  Holy  City,  well 

pleased  with  our  Jordan  excursion. 

And  now,  what  more  shall  we  say?  All  that  we 

have  said  are  only  glimpses,  indeed,  of  Ihe  many 

things  of  interest  in  and  about  the  place  of  so 
many  sacred  associations;  and  did  we  not  fear 

wearying  the  patience  of  our  readers,  paper  after 

paper  might  be  added  in  describing  the  scenes  of 

Bible  note.  Before  leaving,  however,  we  must  do, 

assays  the  Psalmist:  "Walk  about  Zion,  and  go 
round  about  her.  Mark  well  her  bulwarks,  consid- 

er her  palaces  "  that  we  may  tell  it  to  others  who 
would  know  some  of  the  things  pertaining  to  this, 
the  city  of  David. 

The  fourth  and  last  Sunday  of  our  stay  in  the 

city  we  spend  in  attending  the  Episcopal  church 
service,  which,  to  us,  is  always  cold  and  formal,  as 

all  worshiping  God  by  clearly-defined  and  set  rules 

is.  Our  very  soul  protests  against  so  much  formal- 

ity. It  is  not  at  all  in  harmony  with  the  ministry 

of  Christ,  nor  of  his  precepts  when  he  says:  They 

that  would  worship  me,  must  be  in  the  spirit.  It 

must  not  be  dead  lip-service,  but  the  outpouring  of 
warm,  consecrated  hearts. 

Later  in  the  day  we  took  our  last  walk  down 

through  Christian  Street  and  among  the  Jews,  who 

were  all  astir,  driving  sharp  bargains  in  their  wont- 
ed places  of  business.  Farewell,  down-trodden  Is- 

rael! May  the  time  soon  come  when  it  may  be  said 

to  thee:  "  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperi- 

ty within  thy  palaces!  "  This  can  only  be  when 
their  literal  and  spiritual  blindness  shall  be  re- 

moved, their  lepers  healed,  and  their  maimed  be 

made  to  walk  and  leap. 

In  the  evening,  as  the  sun  was  slowly  lowering 
towards  the  surrounding  Judean  hills,  we  went  to 

the  roof  of  our  hotel,  where  we  had  a  grand  view  of 

the  city  and  its  surroundings,  and  as  it  was  to  be 
our  last  look,  it  was  a  time  of  unusual  interest  to 

us.  Though  the  time  for  our  departure  had  come, 

and  we  knew  that  anxious  hearts  were  praying  for 

our  return  homeward,  yet  we  felt  a  binding  cord  to 

this  place  of  so  many  hallowed  associations,  and 

as  we  took  our  last  look,  just  as  the  last  lingering 
rays  of  setting  sun  kissed  the  glistening  spires  of 

the  churches  and  mosques,  the  thought  came  to  us, 
No  more  shall  we  see  this  earthly  city,  now  in  deso- 

lation and  trodden  by  unhallowed  feet,  but  may  we 
not  hope  to  see  the  New  Jerusalem  when  the  idola- 

trous will  no  more  sway  the  iron  rod  of  oppression, 

and  the  inhabitants  will  be  neither  Jew  nor  Gentile, 
but  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus!  A  few  moments  were 

spent  in  silent  meditation,— the  sun  has  lowered  be- 

hind the  hills,  and  while  the  twilight  curtain  hangs 

in  its  varied  hues,  and  finally  fades  away,  we  take 
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our  very  last  look,  and  descend  to  our  apartments 
below.  Still  later  we  go  to  the  Union  Christian 

Mission  Home,  and  enjoy  a  social  prayer  meeting 

with  these  dear  friends.  Then  we  give  the  parting 

hand  and  return  for  a  last  night's  rest  in  our  Jeru- 
salem home.  The  day  is  one  that  we  shall  long  re- 

member as  being  one  of  peculiar  interest. 

TO  JAFFA  AND  THE  SEA. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  we  were  astir,  and  by 

eight  o'clock  were  on  our  way  to  Jaffa  for 
Egypt.  Our  road  led  through  the  ravines  and 
over  the  hills,  at  times  touching,  or  alongside, 

the  old  Jaffa  road  that  has  been  a  high- 
way for  pilgrims,  the  surrounding  villagers  and 

the  merchants  and  traders  of  all  lands.  Even  to- 

day, with  the  railroad  advantages  now  afforded, 

long  trains  of  camels  with  their  burdens  of  grains 

and  wares,  are  seen  passing  to  and  fro  between  the 
two  points.  It  is  the  old  way,  and,  to  this  very 

conservative  people,  the  best  way.  And,  indeed, 

we  question  if  the  natives  ever  will  fall  in  with  the 

new  order  of  things  unless  great  changes  take 

place.  To  do  so  would  require  a  complete  revolu- 

tion of  long-established  customs  and  modes  of  liv- 

ing. This,  they  are  in  no  way  prepared  for,  nei- 
ther do  they  want  it,  because  they  feel  that  it  would 

rob  them  of  their  means  of  support  as  well  as  their 
sources  of  enjoyment. 

The  places  of  interest  pointed  out  along  the  way 

were:  Samson's  birthplace,  the  cave  in  which  he 
hid;  also  villages,  the  names  of  which  we  did  not 

learn.  Then  we  enter  the  Valley  of  Ajalon  and  the 

very  notable  Valley  of  Sharon.  In  this  are  located 

Ramleh  and  Lydda  and  it  is  the  finest  valley  of  the 
land  of  Palestine.  It  extends  almost  the  whole 

distance  north  and  south,  and  is  quite  wide,  so  that, 
under  favorable  circumstances,  it  could  maintain  a 

tremendous  population,  and  could,  indeed,  be 

made  to  flow  with  milk  and  honey, — two  of  the  best 
commodities,  pure  and  unadulterated.  We  do  not 

wonder  that  the  Lord  held  out  this  productiveness 

as  inducements  to  ancient  Israel,  as  the  tempting 

wife  of  Samson  said:  "  What  is  sweeter  than  hon- 

ey? " 

Though  desolation  reigns,  in  all  this  land,  su- 

preme, yet  wonderful  possibilities  are  here,  so  that 

when  the  curse  is  removed,  there  will  not  only  be  a 
revolution  but  a  complete  resurrection  of  dormant 

and  buried  possibilities.  Isaiah,  in  speaking  of  it, 

and  what  it  shall  be,  says:  "  And  Sharon  shall  be  a 
fold  of  flocks  and  the  valley  of  Achor  a  place  for 

herds  to  lie  down  in,  for  my  people  that  have 

sought  me." We  are  now  at  Jaffa  and  take  dinner  at  the  Jeru- 
salem hotel.  From  here  we  were  taken  to  the 

house  of  Simon  the  tanner,  by  the  seaside.  The 

house  looks  ancient  enough  to  be  the  same  identi- 

cal place,  built  of  large,  solid  stone,  which  look  as  if 

they  might  endure  the  dashing  of  the  waves  and 
the  wear  of  time  for  years  to  come.  Whether  it  is 

not  the  same  house  does  not  matter  to  us  or 

detract  from  the  interest  of  the  place  or,  in  any  way, 
fleet  the  truthfulness  of  the  narrative.  It  is  the 

same  city  and  the  waves  of  the  same  sea  surge  up 
and  dash  against  its  rocky  shore. 

At  this  place  there  is  really  no  harbor,  and  the 

landing  is  noted  as  being  the  roughest  and  most 
dangerous  on  the  Mediterranean  coast.  The  shore 

is  dotted  all  along  with  large  and  rough  pointed 

rocks,  among  which,  during  storms,  the  waves  furi- 

ously dash,  so  that,  at  times,  it  is  almost  impossible 

to  pass  through  them  with  safety,  with  the  boats 

used  in  landing  and  embarking  passengers.  As  it 
happened  we  were  favored  with  a  calm  afternoon, 

getting  aboard  the  very  fine  boat  "  Vorwaerts," 
which  was  resting  at  anchor  several  hundred  yards 

from  the  shore.  By  three  o'clock  we  were  pleas- 
antly located  in  our  state-rooms,  and  as  the  boat 

did  not  leave  till  late  in  the  evening,  we  had  the 

impressive, 

ion  of 

pleasure  of  spending  the  time  on  deck,  in  full  view 

of  Jaffa,  and  the  Valley  of  Sharon.  The  view  was  a 

grand  one  and  we  shall  long  remember  the  hours 

thus  spent,  especially  the  beautiful  sunset.  W 

were  accustomed  to  believe  that  the  finest  sunset 

in  the  world  were  to  be  seen  from  the  Pennsylvan' 
an  hills,  and  while  there  may  be  no  grander,  yet  w 

were  made  to  see  some  that  were 
and  this  one  was  among  them.  A  combinat 

circumstances  made  it  so.  We  were  out 

Between  us  and  the  city  was  a  span  of  water  and 

the  rocky  shore.  Beyond,  was  the  beautiful  Val- 

ley of  Sharon,  dotted  all  over  with  its  orchards  of 
olives  and  figs,  flocks  of  sheep  and  herds  of  cattle 

Beyond  were  the  Judean  hills,  and  still  beyond 

these  we  yet  held  a  mind  picture  of  the  city  set  on 

Zion's  hills.  Over  all  these  things  the  bright  and 
softening  rays  of  the  evening  sun  were  falling. 
Calm  and  peaceful  was  the  scene,  and  as  the  last 

evening  dinner  bell  greeted  our  ears  and  called  us 
down  below,  we  turned  our  thoughts  upwards  and 

thanked  the  good  God  that  our' lines  had  fallen  in 
such  pleasant  places. 

After  enjoying  a  bountiful  evening  repast,  which 

is  always  found  on  the  tables  of  these  boats,  and  a 

few  hours  of  moonlight  on  the  deck,  we  retired  for 

a  night  of  sweet  repose,  which,  indeed,  we  had,  as 

the  sea  was  smooth  and  nothing  to  interrupt  or 

break  in  on  our  slumbers.  Early  the  next  morning 
we  awoke  to  find  ourselves  in  harbor  at  Port  Said, 

Egypt,  and  had  before  us  another  new  world  for 
exploration  and  sight-seeing.  We  sometimes  are 

made  to  laugh  at  our  youthful  dreams,  and  what,  at 

the  time,  seems  but  wild  speculations,  but  who 

knows  what  is  in  store  for  us  if  we  can  but  believe 

and  then  work  towards  the  thing  desired?  Our 

fondest  expectations  may  be  reached,— yes,  some- 

times are, — and  more.  h.  b.  b.    I 

-ESSAYS. 

THE  BLEACHER. 

A 

On  r lin  bare  and  field  grass-shorn, 

On  hedgerow,  bright  with  bloom  new-born. 
In  frowning  winter's  tempest  rude, 
In  smiling  summer's  kindly  mood, 
'Neath  morning  ray  and  starry  light 
The  bleacher  toils  through  day  and  night; 

"  Ay,  white  and  whiter  still! "  cries  he, 
"  As  white  as  snow  my  work  must  be!  " 
Upon  fhe  warp  and  woof  new-spun 
Falls  chill  of  frost  and  fire  of  sun, 

The  bitter  storm's  relentless  pain, 
The  gentle  dew  and  nursing  rain, 

The  while  the  bleacher's  watchful  eye 
Each  spot  and  blemish  doth  descry; 
"  Without  a  blot  or  fault,"  cries  he, 

"  As  pure  as  snow  my  work  shall  be." 
Unwearied  plies  his  skillful  hand, 
Fulfilling  all  his  thought  had  planned; 
Nor  doth  the  bruised  flax  complain 
Or  question  aught  he  may  ordain, 
But  meekly  yields  each  fold  and  shred 
Until  the  cleansed  and  chastened  thread, 
Transformed  to  stainless,  lustrous  white, 
Shines  in  effulgent  beauty  bright. 

We  stand  bewildered  with  our  woe — 
God's  mysteries  we  may  not  know, 
The  fiery  trial,  whose  keen  dart 
Doth  pierce  and  burn  our  inmost  heart, 

Cold  disappointment's  blighting  chill, 
Dark  sorrow's  storms,— all  do  his  will; 
For  bleached  at  last  we  all  must  be 
If  we  his  purity  would  see. 

—Selected  by  Nettie  Gish. 
QIVINQ  OFFENSE. 

LONGANECKER. 

Giving  offense  is  a  sin  followed  by  the  most  dire- 
ful evils.  More  injury  and  ruin  is  brought  upon 

the  world  through  offenses  than  through  almost 

any  other  source.    Such  being  true,  can  it  be  oth- 
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erwise  1 
:  than  that  such  a  crime  will  be  followed  by 

0st  dreadful  doom?  "Woe  unto  the  world 

because  of  offenses!  for  it  must  needs  be  that  of- 
fenses come;  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  of- 

fense cometh!  "     Matt.  18:7. Such  is  the  declaration  of  Christ.  In  line  with 

this  is  the  following:  "  I  beseech  you,  brethren, 
mark  them  which  cause  divisions  and  offenses  con- 

trary to  the  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned;  and 

avoid  them."  Rom.  16:  17.  "Mark  them;  avoid 

them." How  strong  the  language  of  Christ  and  Paul! 

Christ  gave  his  disciples  to  understand  that  there 
would  be  enough  injury  and  ruin  brought  upon  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  men,  through  the  offenses  giv- 

en by  a  wicked  world,  without  their  aid  in  the  hel- 

lish work.  "  Give  none  offense,  neither  to  the  Jews, 
nor  to  the  Gentiles,  nor  to  the  church  of  God."  1 
Cor.  10:  32.  How  awfully  solemn  the  following: 
"Whoso  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  which 

believe  in  me,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  mill- 
stone were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were 

drowned  in  the  depth  of  the  sea."     Matt.  18:  6. 
This  was  a  mode  of  destruction  in  Syria,  inflict- 
ed for  the  greatest  of  crimes.  It  was  deemed  best 

that  criminals  should  be  thus  put  to  death  for  the 

good  and  safety  of  all.  Christ  came  not  to  destroy; 
yet  he  saw  that  it  would  be  better  for  any  one  thus 
to  die,  than  that  he  should  offend  one  of  those  lit- 

tle ones  who  believe  in  him,  and  thereby  cause  him 

to  fall  and  go  to  ruin.  Christ  very  well  knew  that 

in  addition  to  this,  all  offenders  would  bring  upon 
themselves  eternal  ruin  and  torment. 

After  Christ  had  declared  the  parable  of  the  tares 

of  the  field,  he  added:  "As  therefore  the  tares  are 
gathered  and  burned  in  the  fire,  so  shall  it  be  in  the 
end  of  the  world.  The  Son  of  Man  shall  send  forth 

his  angels,  and  they  shall  gather  out  of  his  king- 
dom all  things  that  offend,  and  them  which  do  in- 

iquity; and  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire: 

^here  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 
Matt.  13:  40-42. 

■  K^sv'  dreadfully  solemn!  Weapons  of  offense 
are  those  used  to  attack,  and  thus  to  injure  or  de- 

stroy. We  may  offend  by  ensnaring,  ill-treating, 
tempting  to  evil,  persecuting,  or  in  any  way  to  in- 

jure. We  often  thought  that  it  would  be  well, 

when  applicants  present  themselves  for  member- 

ship in  the  church,  to  read  Matt.  18  entire.  "  An 

ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure." 
The  rule  how  to  adjust  difficulties,  when  offense  is 

given,  is  important.  But  the  admonition  and  sol- 
emn warning  against  giving  offense,  found  in  Matt. 

18,  is  of  equal  importance.  How  often  do  we  hear 

men  say,  "  If  he  has  anything  against  me,  let  him 
come  to  me  according  to  Matt.  18,  for  I  have  noth- 

ing against  him!  "  As  if  it  were  a  light  matter  to 
give  offense,  but  a  sin  of  great  magnitude  to-  be  of- 

fended! "  Go  and  sin  no  more,  lest  a  worse  thing 

come  unto  thee,"  is  the  Bible  rule.  To  follow 

Christ's  example,  as  given  in  Matt.  18,  is  a  safe  one. 
Christ's  disciples  had  been  disputing  as  to  who 
should  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  in  their  heat  of  con- 

troversy they  had  given  offense,  hence  the  warning 

and  admonition  against  giving  offense  first,  and  then 
the  rule  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation.  The  pre- 

vailing tendency  is  to  become  one-sided,  by  mak- 

m%  a."  hobby"  of  a  certain  one  thing.  So  we  are 
drifting  in  the  matter  above.     But  not  so  Christ. 

"  Raca,"  and  "  thou  fool,"  are  terms  of  great  con- 
tempt, according  to  Matt.  5:  22-24.  Such  language 

would  give  offense.  What  is  the  Gospel  rule  in 

this  case?  The  hobbyist  will  say  that  Matt.  18: 

'5-22  is  part  0f  the  Gospel  rule,  but  only  a  part. 

Christ's  teaching  is  more  in  unison  with  reason  and 
good  common  sense.  Here  it  is:  "Therefore— 

'"  for  that  or  this  reason,  referring  to  something 
Previously  stated."—  Webster.)— if  thou  bring  thy 

j>'ft  to  the  altar,  and  there  rememberest  that  thy 
"other  hath  aught  against  thee;  leave  there  thy 
e.,ft  bef°re  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way;  first  be  recon- 
c!led  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  thy 

8,ft"    Matt.  5;  23,  24.    This  is  the  first  part  of  the 
°spel  rule  for  adjusting  offenses.  It  is  first  in  im- 

fnance,  and  therefore  first  in  order  of  time.    How 

then  about  Matt.  18:  15-22?  There  may  be  cases 
where  the  offender  is  ignorant  of  having  given  of- 

fense; or,  if  not  ignorant,  he  may  lack  the  spirit  of 
Christ  to  that  extent  that  he  will  not  do  his  Chris- 

tian duty;  hence  we  have  the  second  part  of  the 
Gospel  rule  for  adjusting  offenses.  If  this  rule  is 
properly  understood,  neither  the  offender  nor  the 

offended  can  justify  himself  in  the  neglect  of  his 
Christian  duty  in  this  line  of  work.  But  here 

comes  in  a  query  that  has  frequently  been  before 
the  Annual  Meeting.  How  will  I  know  which  is  a 

private  offense?  Or,  how  can  I  distinguish  be- 
tween a  private  and  public  offense?  When  the  of- 

fense is  given  in  a  private  way,  it  is  a  private,  or 
personal  offense.  When  it  is  given  publicly,  it  is  a 
public  offense.  Let  us  illustrate:  A  makes  a  state- 

ment to  B  in  which  he  untruthfully  accuses  him  of 

having  done  wrong.  No  one  else  being  present, 
his  certainly  is  a  private,  or  personal,  offense. 
But  suppose  that,  instead  of  making  this  statement 

to  B,  he  makes  it  to  C,  D,  etc.,  then  it  is'  most  as- 
suredly a  public  offense,  and  requires  I  Tim.  5:  20, 

in  church  government.  "Them  that  sin  rebuke 

before  all,  that  others  also  may  fear." 
We  are  not  here  referring  to  gross  crimes,  such 

as  fornication,  adultery,  drunkenness,  etc.  Those 

always  affect, — and  therefore  offend, — the  entire 

body.  Christ's  members  are  all  one  body.  Each 
member  should  feel  for  the  other  as  for  himself. 

If  one  member  is  ill-treated  by^nother,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  body,  and  the 

part,  or  whole  of  the  body,  is  not  offended,  and 
sees  that  the  offense  is  removed,  then  there  is  a 

woeful  wrong  somewhere.  Such  a  body  would  be 

too  much  like  Cain.  "  Am  I  my  brother's  keep- 
er? "  In  an  individual,  or  a  personal  offense,  the 

language,  "  Tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him 
alone,"  is  in  play.  But  it  is  not  in  play  when  the 
whole  body  is — or  should  be — offended.  We  do  not 
here  wish  to  encourage  taking  offense  where  there 
is  no  cause  for  offense. 

A  wrong  unrighted  will  never  leave  the  body  unblighted. 

We  do  not  use  this  language  according  to  any 

"  standard  author." 
Hartville,  Ohio. 

•  LIKE  PRECIOUS  FAITH." 

BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 

To  Eld.  P.  S.  Myers,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.:— 

My  heart  often  burns  to  appeal  to  the  Broth- 
erhood for  a  higher  standard  of  life,  and  a  n 

earnest  and  harmonious  effcjrt  for  the  salvation  of 

others.  My  correspondence  extends  over  the  en- 
tire Brotherhood,  and  1  have  opportunity  to  know 

not  only  the  sentiment  but  the  condition  that  gen- 

erally exists.  There  are  earnest,  spirit-kindled 
souls  scattered  over  the  whole  area  who  are  long- 

ing intensely  and  praying  incessantly  for  a  more 

Apostolic  apprehension  of  the  economy  of  redemp- 
tion and  its  personal  realization. 

There  is  an  indifference  and  indolence  among 

many  professing  Christians  which  is  truly  deplora- 
ble. The  world  is  full  of  snares  to  lead  the  young 

to  destruction,  and  thousands  of  parents  are  help- 

ing rather  than  hindering  the  work  of  the  devil. 
Instead  of  doing  all  they  can  to  promote  Sunday 
school  and  Bible  class  and  other  movements  for 

moral  culture,  they  encourage  their  children  in  van- 

ity and  worldly  aims  and  pursuits.  God  be  merci- 
ful to  Zion!  If  the  church  is  to  fulfill  her  mission 

she  must  become  a  unit  in  the  mind  of  Christ  in  re- 
lation to  the  various  aspects  of  human  nature  and 

society.  God  claims  humanity  in  its  utmost  extent 
and  manifoldness;  and  for  the  consummation  of 

this  end  He  has  established  the  church. 

Again  and  again  through  the  centuries  has  the 
church  forgotten  the  Divine  Purpose,  and  lived  in 
the  Laodicean  element  instead  of  embodying  and 

representing  Jesus.  We  are  "  always  to  abound  IN 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  LORD,"  that  we  "may 

by  all  means  save  some."  1  Cor.  15:  58,  and  1  Cor. 
9:  22.  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also 
in  Christ  Jesus,  who  took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a 

servant.    He  humbled  Himself  and  became  obedi- 

ent unto  death,  EVEN  THE  DEATH  OF  THE 
CROSS."     Philpp.  2:  5,  8. 

Here  is  our  Exemplar.  Where  is  our  conformi- 

ty? "  The  disciple  is  not  above  his  Master,  nor 
the  servant  above  his  Lord."  Matt.  10:  24.  The 
Christian  idea  of  work  is  well  nigh  lost  among  us. 

To  compel  people  to  come  in  to  the  Gospel  feast  by 
a  zeal  that  consumes  us,  and  by  manifold  efforts 
and  sacrifices  that  exhaust  our  ingenuity  and  re- 

sources, is  just  what  many  who  claim  to  be  masters 

in  Israel  regard  as  Utopian.  "  Remember  from 

whence  thou  art  fallen."  Rev.  2:  5.  O  how  have 
we  forgotten  the  pathetic  appeal  of  Paul  to  reach 

the  hearts  and  purses  of  the  Corinthians.  "  Ye 
know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that, 

though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes  He  became 

poor."  2  Cor.  8:  9.  We  do  not  appreciate  the  as- 
tounding fact  that  "  we  have  been  bought  with  a 

price,  and  are  not  our  own''  "Not  with  corrupti- 
ble things,  as  silver  and  gold,  but  WITH  THE 

PRECIOUS  BLOOD  OF  CHRIST."  1  Cor.  6: 19, 
20,  and  1  Pet.  1:  18,  19. 

Will  we  never  awake  to  "  our  high  calling  in 

Christ  Jesus,"  and  solemn  responsibility?  Can  not 
the  amazing  spectacle  of  Calvary  enlist  all  our  sym- 

pathies and  energies  and  resources  in  behalf  of  an 
object  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  Triune  God! 
Will  not  the  Prospective  Annual  Conference  do 

something  emphatic  to  encourage  in  every  congre- 
gation such  forms  of  united  service  as  will  not  only 

edify  the  church,  but  draw  others  within  the  circle 

of  holy  influences? 
The  Sunday  school  is  the  most  potent  form  of 

Christian  endeavor  for  the  young  now  existing  on 
the  earth  outside  the  family.  The  Bible  class,  with 

its  legitimate  auxiliaries,  and  the  prayer-meeting, 
are  Divine  means  of  instruction  and  edification 

that  cannot  be  neglected  without  detriment.  And 
yet  some  elders  still  persist  in  debarring  these 

soul-nurturing  means  of  grace  from  their  congre- 
gations. May  God  speedily  enlighten  them  with 

'■  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above." 

Will  not  the  convocation  *of  Ottawa  help  these 
dear  souls  Godward?  The  "  all  means"  of  Paul  for 
winning  souls,  must  be  accommodated  to  the  circum- 

stances and  needs  of  the  passing  centuries.  Princi- 

ples change  not,  but  their  applications  do.  Hook, 
or  net,  or  hand,  or  any  other  method,  only  so  we 

catch  the  fish.  All  this  means  "  the  wisdom  of 

God,"  "prayer  in  the  Holy  Ghost,"  "the  work 
of  the  Lord,"  self-sacrifice,  constancy,  "  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  I  Cor.  I:  24, 
30.    Jude  20.     1  Cor.  9:  1,  and  16:  10.     Eph.  4:  3. 

That  souls  are  in  imminent  peril,  and  worth  sav- 

ing, the  Cross  testifies.  We  are  "  debtors  both  to 
the  Greeks,  and  to  the  Barbarians;  both  to  the  wise, 

and  to  the  unwise."  Who  made  us  debtor?  The 

bleeding,  atoning  Lamb  of  God!  "  Therefore,  as 
much  as  in  us  is,  we  should  be  ready  to  preach,  and 

labor,  and  suffer  for  the  rescue  of  the  perishing. 

Rom.  1:  14,  15.  Philpp.  3:  8.  We  are,  indeed,  too 

"slothful''  Our  Christian  work  bears  no  compari- 
son to  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  the  value  of  souls,  the 

horrors  of  damnation,  and  the  "  far  more  exceeding 

and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  May  the  Eternal 
God  baptize  the  Brotherhood  with  the  pure,  gra- 

cious, glorious,  self-renouncing  Spirit  of  Jesus,  so 
that  we  may  deem  no  outlay  of  time  and  strength 
and  means  too  great  to  compass  the  end  that 

moved  Jehovah  to  give  His  only  begotten  and  well 
beloved  Son  to  the  agony  of  the  Cross.  Let  there 

be  a  fresh  consecration  to  "the  fellowship  of  his 

sufferings,  the  power  of  His  resurrection,"  and  His 
joy  and  glory,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  Brotherhood. 

God  has  but  one  Christ,  and  asks  of  man  but  one 

faith.  Both  are  precious.  "  To  me  to  LIVE  is 
CHRIST."  Philpp.  1:  21.  Christ  came  to  make 
God  visible,  and  to  expound  all  Scripture  by  His 

life.  John  5:  39.  Luke  24:  27,  44.  "  Philip  went 
to  Samaria  and  preached  Christ  unto  them." 
When  he  met  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  "he  preached 
unto  him  Jesus."  Acts  8:  5,  35.  Paul  determined 
to  "  know  nothing  among  the  Corinthians  save 

Jesus  Christ,  and  Him  crucified."  1  Cor.  2:2.  The 
like  precious  faith  for  all  nations  and  for  all  time  is 
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this:  "GOD  WAS  IN  CHRIST,  reconciling  the 

WORLD  UNTO    HlMSELF,    NOT    IMPUTING    THEIR    TRES- 

PASSES UNTO  THEM."      2  Cor.  5:  19. 
This  is  the  staple  of  all  Christian  preaching  and 

Christian  living.  There  is  no  salvation  where  God 
is  not  Incarnate.  There  is  no  evangelical  ministry 

where  Christ,  the  very  Christ,  is  not  supreme.  Not 

mentally,  or  logically,  but  really,  vitally,  must 
Christ  be  connected  with  doctrine  and  ordinance  if 
He  is  to  be  a  Savior. 

The  words  you  spoke  at  the  York  love  feast  are 
still  ringing  in  my  soul;  especially  your  stunning 
denunciation  of  modern  sermon-manufacturing. 
Alas,  the  pulpit  has  been  largely  converted  into  a 

rhetorical  rostrum.  Much  of  the  scholastic  preach- 
ing of  the  day  is  used  by  Satan  as  a  cradle  in  which 

to  rock  souls  more  profoundly  asleep  in  self-satis- 
faction. Paul  squarely  condemns  it.  I  Cor.  2:  5. 

College  culture  is  as  available  to  the  preaching  of 
the  Cross  as  the  humbler  attainments  of  the  fish- 

erman and  farmer.  But  in  many  instances  it 

glories  in  its  glitter,  "  vaunts  itself,  is  puffed  up," 
and  "  behaveth  itself  unseemly,  in  that  it  preaches 
itself  instead  of  the  Lord  Jesus.     2  Cor.  4:  5. 

In  substance  the  ministry  of  the  sanctuary  dif- 
fers nothing  from  the  testimony  of  the  hand- 

maidens in  the  kitchen,  or  the  young  men  among 

their  working  fellows.  Acts  2:  17.  18.  Every  re- 
deemed soul  is  bound  to  be  a  witness  for  Jesus, 

whether  in  California,  or  Chicago,  or  Washington, 
or  Baltimore,  or  Bulsar,  or  Smyrna,  or  in  the  most 
restricted  capacity  of  the  least  and  most  obscure 
of  all  saints.  Every  sanctified  tongue  is  cloven 
and  fiery,  ready  to  be  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in 
them  that  are  saved  and  in  them  that  perish.  2 
Cor.  2:  14,  15,  16. 
Much  learning  without  the  Pentecostal  unction 

will  accomplish  less  in  the  pulpit  than  the  daily 
testimony  of  the  illiterate  servant  girl,  whose  heart 

is  kindled  with  a  living  flame  from  heaven's  al- 
tar. I  am  heartily  sick  of  the  polished  literary 

essays  some  of  our  brethren  are  learning  to  preach, 
as  destitute  of  the  Pentecostal  fire  as  if  the  Cross 

of  Christ  had  never  procured  such  a  blessing. 

Words  cannot  be  too  "  fitly  chosen."  The  diction 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  rich,  and  grand,  and  entranc- 

ing. But  take  out  Christ,  and  the  vocabulary  of 

heaven  would  be  nothing  but  the  flattest,  most  in- 

sipid babble.  Christ  gives  pith  and  savor  and  pow- 
er to  the  simplest  style. 

The  mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  characterized 

in  these  wonderful  words:  "  He  shall  testify  of  me." 

"  He  shall  glorify  me."  John  15:  26  and  16:  14.  The 
original  meaning  of  prophesy  is  to  bubble  up  like 
a  boiling  spring.  This  shows  how  full  we  should 

be  of  Jesus,  so  that  we  will  be  constantly  running 

over.  The  words,  "cannot  but"  in  Acts  4:  20  have 
a  mighty  divine  pressure  behind  them.  "  Paul  was 
pressed  in  the  Spirit,  and  testified  that  Jesus  was 

the  Christ."  Acts  18:5.  The  Lord  wants  all  His 
saints  to  have  this  pressure  in  the  Spirit.  Rev. 
19:  10.  We  must  learn  to  make  history,  geography, 

nature,  current  events  and  duties  to  testify  for 
Jesus.  We  are  to  be  so  full  of  Christ  and  His 

Word,  that,  like  Philip,  no  matter  where  we  open 

the  Holy  Oracles,  we  can  "begin  at  the  same 
Scripture,  and  preach  Jesus." 

Nothing  does  the  educated  ministry  more  need 

to  be  warned  against  than  a  Christless  pulpit  serv- 
ice. In  John  1:6,  7  we  have  the  credentials  of 

every  true  preacher.  Faith  has  access  to  bound- 

less resources,  but  it  must  deal  exclusively  with 
grace,  and  justify  its  claims  by  works  which  bear 

the  unmistakable  impress  of  heaven.  The  image 
and  superscription  of  Jesus  must  be  clearly  read 
in  all  we  say  and  do.  This  is  "  the  faith  which 

was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints."     Jude  3. 
Union  Deposit,  Pa. 

THE  PROTECTION  FEATURE. 

BV  D.  E.  KESLER. 

In  a  recent  number  of  Gospel  Messenger,  Bro. 

A.  W.  Vaniman  asks  us  to  consider  the  protection 
feature  of  the  lodge.    Well,  here  is  the  way  to  con- 

sider the  matter:  "  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto 

you."  Does  the  lodge  promise  anything  like  this? 
"  He  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 

out."  "  No  matter  how  poor  he  is  I'll  own  him." 
Does  the  lodge  hold  out  such  promises  as  this? 
Are  the  poor  protected  by  the  lodge,  or  is  it  only 

those  who  are  able  to  pay  for  all  the  charity, — 

protection, — they  get?  What  becomes  of  a  lodge- 
man  when  he  becomes  too  poor  to  keep  his  dues 

paid  up? 
"  The  poor  have  the  Gospel  preached  to  them," — 

receive  its  blessings  through  the  church  (the  true 
church)  free.  What  does  the  lodge  do  for  the 

poor  who  are  not  able  to  pay  initiation  fee  and 

regular  dues?  A  poor  charity, — protection, — that 
has  to  be  bought  and  paid  for  in  cash  in  advance. 

"  Godliness  has  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now 

is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  What  promise 
for  the  future  is  found  in  lodgism?  "Who  hath 
begotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resur- 

rection of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  to  an  inherit- 
ance incorruptible,  undefiled  and  that  fadeth  not 

away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you,  who  are  kept  by 

the  power  of  God." What  does  the  lodge  offer  that  will,  in  any  way, 
compare  with  such  inheritance  as  this?  Note  the 

difference  between  Christ  and  the  lodge:  "  And  he 
that  hath  no  money  come  and  buy  wine  and  milk 

without  money  and  "without  price," — Christ.  "Come 
and  buy  charity,— protection, — by  paying  cash  in 
advance." — Lodge. 

"  But,"  say  you,  "  it  is  the  financial  side  of  the 

case  we  are  looking  after.  The  lodge  don't  pro- 
pose to  save  anybody.  "  Well,  then,  let  us  figure 

a  little,  and  we  will  get  Mr.  Lodgeman  to  make 
the  statement  and  make  out  the  account  for  us  as 

he  is  well  posted  in  the  case.  So,  by  way  of  as- 
certaining the  standing  of  the  case, 

How  much  lor  initiation  fee?   s 
How  much  for  regalia?   5 

How  much  for  regular  dues?   $ 
How  much  for  incidentals?   5 

How  much  for  interest  on  money?   $ 

Supposing  you  are  in  the  lodge  twenty-five  years,  which 
may  be,  at  any  rate,  an  approximate  average  of 

lodge  life,  how  much  for  celebrations,  funerals,  bur- 
ials, etc.?   s 

Making  the  estimate  on  a  basis  of  twenty-five  years  as 
above,  how  much  the  grand  total?   $ 

Quite  a  sum  isn't  it?  How  long  could  your  wife 
live  on  that  amount,  supposing  her  to  have  average 
health  and  strength? 

Again,  how  many  times  did  your  wife  and  chil- 
dren stay  away  from  church  that  you  might  attend 

the  lodge?  How  majiy  sermons  have  you  missed 

by  attending  the  lodge  meetings?  "What  shall 
it  profit  a  man  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and 

lose  his  own  soul?  "  What  shall  it  profit  a  man's 
wife  if,  at  his  death,  she  shall  get  back  what  her 
husband  has  paid  out  in  cash  in  advance  to  the 

lodge?  Why  bereave  her,  and  himself  as  well,  of 
so  much  social  and  religious  happiness  that  she  may 
get  back  what  he  might  have  kept  for  her? 

After  all,  where  does  the  protection  feature  of 
the  lodge  come  in?  How  much  does  the  family 
of  a  deceased  lodgeman  receive  annually  from  the 
lodge?  What  if  the  wife  die  first?  She  has  lost 

a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  social  and  religious  en- 

joyment. In  conclusion,  let  the  reader  apply  the  above 

reasoning  to  life  insurance,  placing  commissions 
on  policy  in  place  of  fees,  dues,  incidentals,  inter- 

est, etc.  Where  does  the  profit  to  the  family 

come  from?  "Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that 

which  is  good." 
SECRET  THINGS. 

.  haughtelin. 

1  "  The  secret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  Cod,  but  those 
things  which  are  revealed  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children 
forever." — Deut.  29:  29. 

Some  time  ago  I  received  a  few  copies  of  an 

Eastern  paper,  with  articles  pro  and  con  on  secret 

societies,  marked  "  For  Correspondence."  While 
I    have   neither   desire   nor  time  to  enter  into  the 

controversy,   I    do   think   that  a  few  things  might 

be  profitably  noticed. 
In  one  article  (written  by  a  minister),  he  sav 

"I  claim  they  (secret  societies)  are  founded  0n 

the  Holy  Bible."  "  Chase's  Digest,"  page  208 
says,  "  Masonry  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 

the  Bible.  It  is  not  founded  on  the  Bible."  ltwil, 
be  seen  by  this  that  he  is  at  variance  with  standard 
Masonic  authority. 

In  another  place  he  says  his  opponent  "  knows 
nothing  of  the  interpretations  of  the  Bible,  and 

much  less  about  secret  societies."  It  is  customary 
for  members  of  secret  societies  to  claim  that  the 
uninitiated  know  ?iothing  of  secret  societies,  but  this 

man  surely  has  overdrawn  when  he  says  much  less 
than  nothing.  The  truth  of  the  case  is  that  there 

are  many  things  about  secret  societies  that  we 
may  know  if  we  take  the  pains  to  investigate  and 
use  the  means  accessible. 

There  are  three  ways  by  which  'we  may  gain 
knowledge  of  secret  societies. 

1.  They  have  public  meetings  for  the  purpose 
of  installing  officers,  dedicating  buildings,  laying 
cornerstones  and  burying  their  dead,  where  we 

may  hear  their  songs,  speeches  and  prayers,  and 
behold  their  various  ceremonies. 

2.  Much  of  their  literature  is  accessible.  Many 

of  their  encyclopedias,  guides,  lexicons,  monitors, 
manuals  and  other  publications  are  within  our 

reach,  from  which  we  may  learn  much  about  them. 

3.  We  have  the  testimony  of  persons  who  have 

left  the  lodges  and  revealed  their  secrets. 

When  we  attend  their  public  meetings,  hear  their 
various  religious  discourses,  songs,  prayers  and 
ceremonies,  without  their  ever  using  the  name  of 

our  Savior,  we  may  know  that  thus  far  it  is  a  Christ- 

less  institution.  Our  Savior  said,  "  He  that  is  not 

with  me  is  against  me."  Matt.  12:  30  and  Luke  II: 

23- 

While  many  members  of  secret  societies  clairS 

that  if  a  man  will  comply  with  the  teachings  of 

the  lodges  he  will  be  a  good  Christian,  -otVte,«, 
claim  that  there  is  no  religion  in  the  lodgesN  IVe 

need  not  be  baffled  by  these  contradictions.  We 
can  know  what  the  theology  of  the  lodges  is  by 

their  literature.  "  Masonry  is  a  religious  institu- 
tion." ("Mackey's  Lexicon  on  Freemasonry,"  page 

369).  "  So  broad  is  the  religion  of  Masonry  and 
so  careful  are  all  sectarian  tenets  excluded  from 

the  system,  that  the  Christian,  the  Jew,  and  the 
Mohammedan,  in  all  their  numberless  sects  and 

divisions,  may  and  do  harmoniously  combine  in 
its  moral  and  intellectual  work  with  the  Buddhist, 

Parsee,  the  Confucian  and  the  worshiper  of  the 

Deity  under  every  form."  ("  Freemason's  Moni- 
tor," by  Thomas  S.  Webb,  pages  286-7.) 

Among  Christians  they  claim  their  religion  is 
"so  broad"  as  to  include  Christ  and  all  his  teach- 

ings, whereas,  in  reality,  Jesus  Christ  is  everywhere 
studiously  excluded.  In  one  outline  they  quote  2 

Thess.  3:6-17.  The  name  "Lord  Jesus  Christ," 
occurring  in  verses  6  and  12  is  omitted  without 

marks  of  omission.  (See  "  Freemason's  Monitor," 

page  226,  by  Z.  A.  Davis;  also  "  Freemason's 
Guide,"  page  137,  by  Cornelius  Moore;  also  "  Well's Monitor,"  page  122.) 

Similar  omissions  are  frequent  among  writers  on 

secrecy.  "  If  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the 
words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take 

away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life."     Rev.  22:  10- 
Finally  it  is  claimed  by  secret  societies  that  the 

testimony  of  men  who  have  abandoned  the  lodge 

cannot  be  believed,  as  they  are  perjured  men. 

Webster  defines  perjury:  "  The  act  or  crime  of 

willfully  making  false  oath,  when  lawfully  admin- 
istered." In  a  legal  oath,  the  party  taking  the 

oath  knows  before  what  he  swears  to,  or  has  to  do. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  "  if  a  soul  swear,  pronounc- 

ing with  his  lips  to  do  evil,  or  to  do  good,  whatso- 
ever it  be  that  a  man  shall  pronounce  with  an 

oath,  and  it  be  hid  from  him;  when  he  knoweth 
of  it,  then  shall  he  be  guilty  in  one  of  these.  And 

it  shall  be,  when  he  shall  be  guilty  in  one  of  these 
things,  that  he  shall  confess  that  he  hath  sinned  in that  thing."    Lev,  5:  4,  5. 
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„     ti,is  we  see  that  the  oath  of  a  secret  society 

t  binding  for  at  least  two  reasons: 

'S      They  are  not  lawfully  administered,— not  au- 

thorized by  the  government. 
It  js  hid  from  him  and  the  Bible  says,  "  He 

hall  confess  that  he  hath  sinned."  A  confession 
that 

do 
have 

hould 

me  upon  you 

If  a  man  wh 

perjured  P' 

ed,  to  be  beneficial,  implies  that 

)   no   more,   lest   a  worse   thing 

the 

is  the  penalty. 

ny  skull  smote 
scorching  rays 

)n's  duty  to  ex- 

i  itself  an  ac- 
are  entirely 

is  it  is.     Not 

secrets  of  the  lodge 

why   don't   the   lodges  con- 
ftim   before   the   courts   and   have    him    pun- 

ished for   perjury?    Simply    because    they    could 
never  sustain  the  charge  of  perjury.     All  the  force 
or    obligation    behind    such    oaths 

When  that   penalty   is,    "  Having 
off  and  my  brains  exposed  to  the 

of  the  sun,"  it  becomes  some  pers 
ecute  it, — a  sworn  duty, — according  to  lodge  terms, 

sworn  while  it  was  "  hid  from  him"  (Lev.  5:  4)  to 
execute   the   penalty,    and    no   more   binding  than 
the  oath   of  that  band  of  over  forty  Jews  who  had 

conspired  to  kill  Paul.     Acts  23:  12. 

"If  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  Masonry  be  perjury, 
it  follows  that  to  accuse  the  revealers  of  Masonry 

of  perjury  is  itself  perjury,  because,  by  their  accu- 
sation, they  tacitly  admit  that  the  facts  which 

have  been  published  are  truly  a  revelation  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  therefore  their  accusation  is  a  violation 

of  their  oath  of  secrecy.  Let  it,  then,  be  under- 
stood that  the  very  objection  to  the 

that  they  have  committed  perjury,  i 
knowledgment  that  the  witnesses 
credible,  and  have  revealed  Masonry 

only  so,  but  in  bringing  forward  the  objection, 
they  commit  perjury  themselves,  if  it  be  perjury 
to  reveal  their  secrets,  because,  as  I  have  said, 

in  accusing  the  witnesses  of  perjury,  they  add 
their  testimony  to  the  fact  that  these  witnesses 

have  published  Masonry  as  it  is,  so  that,  by  their 
•  own  testimony,  in  bringing  this  charge  of  perjury, 

they  themselves  swell  the  number  of  witnesses 
co  tho  truthfulness  of  these  revelations."  ("  Free- 

TOfsonry,"  by  C.  G.  Finney,  page  27. 
One  of  the.  most  successful  means  of  increasing 

the  numbers  of  victims  of  the  lodges,  is  the 

curiosity  excited  in  tire  minds  of  young  men  to 
learn  the  secrets  of  the  lodges.  Our  text  says, 

"Those  things  which  are  revealed  belong  to  us 
and  to  our  children  forever."  There  has  been 

enough  revealed  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  curiosity  Ti. 

without  going  into  the  lodges,  and  this  informa- 
tion can  be  procured  much  cheaper  than  by  en- 

tering the  lodges. 
Panora,  Iowa, 

COLD  STORAGE. 

There  is  on  Commercial  Street,  Boston,  a  build- 
ing one  hundred  and  ninety  feet  long  and  seven 

stories  high,  where  butter,  eggs,  chickens,  meat, 

e  deposited,  to  be  kept  indefinitely  un- 
.-  _  favorable  market  for  them.  Over  four 

es  of  coils  of  pipes,  immersed  in  eighty  thou- 
sand gallons  of  brine,  pass  around  among  the  sev- 

enty-eight  rooms  in  this  building.  Liquid  am- 
monia is  heated  and  driven  in  spray  through  the 

Pipes,  where  it  expands  into  gas,  causing  intense 
cold.  This  cold  withdraws  all  heat  from  the  brine, 

and  creates  a  wintry  atmosphere  within  the  cold- 
storage  building. 

No  doubt  this  process  is  ingenious  and  interest- 
ing, yet  we  imagine  that  there  may  be  a  more 

common  method  of  cold  storage,  where,  in  still 

larger  buildings,  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of 
things  are  stored.  We  refer  to  cold-storage  churches, 

where  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  people  are  pre- 
served and  kept,  cool,  without  decay,  without 

growth,  and  apparently  without  change.  Year 
after  year  they  give  little  evidence  of  life,  motion, 
°r  modification.  There  exists  much  the  same  thing 
°ver  and  over.  A  babe  in  Christ,  packed  away  in 

a  cold-storage  church,  remains  in  perpetual  baby- 
hood. And  a  person  of  maturer  age  remains  with* 

out  visible  change.  The  chill  of  death  is  over 

everything.     Many  who  enter  cold-storage  church- 

es never  come  out  alive.  The  temperature  is  too 
much  for  them,  and  the  little  heat  which  they  have 
is  exhausted  and  absorbed,  and  produces  no  real 
effect  upon  the  chilling  atmosphere.  Men  who 
have  been  accidentally  locked  inside  of  a  cold- 
storage  building  have  found  themselves  gradually 
growing  colder  and  colder,  and  felt  that  life  de- 

pended upon  their  making  their  escape  speedily. 
There  is  only  one  thing  that  could  thaw  out  the 

Church  of  the  Holy  Refrigerator,  and  that  is  "The 
Gospel  of  Christ,  preached  with  the  Holy  Ghost 

sent  down  from  heaven."  Wi'l  men  ever  try  this? 
This  is  uncertain.  It  is  not  easy  to  get  the  Holy 
Spirit  into  such  places,  and  there  is  danger  that 
everything  will  solidify  and  remain  in  perpetual 
congelation.  There  is  one  thing  people  can  do, 

even  in  cold-storage  churches.  They  can  pray,  and 
pray  with  heart  and  soul:  and  the  God  who  answers 

prayer  by  fire,  may  yet  thaw  out  and  heat  up  some 
of  these  cold-storage  churches,  and  make  them 

abodes  of  light  and  life,  instead  of  prisons  of  dark- 
ness and  death. —  Common  People. 

Bro.  J. 

The  dial  of  our  faces  does  not  infallibly  show  the 

time  of  day  in  our  hearts.  Unclean  spirits  may  in- 
habit the  chamber  when  they  look  not  out  at  the 

window. 

-s-THE  »  YOUNO  »  PEOPLE^ 

OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 

Course   of   Reading. 

FIHST   YEAH. 

'  Crisis  of  Missions,"  cloth,  81.04;  paper   34  ct 

'  Our  Country,"  cloth,  ss  cents;  paper   n  ci 
'  Non-Such  Professor."  clotl   83  Ci 

SECOND    YEAH. 

'  Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth,  84  cents:  paper   34  c< 
'  Memoir  oi  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  27  cents;  papor   IS  ci 
•  Cannibals  ol  Now  Guinea."  cloth   »» 
'The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth   6S  ci 

TJilltn    YEAR. 

"  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth   
"  Life  ol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth   70  c 

"  Do  Not  Say."  and"  Acts  ol  tlie  Apostles,"  ch.  13-28   10  c 
"  Id  the  Volume  of  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents:  paper   33  c 

Bff-Priccs,  as  Riven  above,  are  for  members  ol  Reading  Circle 

fish 

til  th 

Executive   Committbe  of  Reading  Circle— W.  B.  Stover.  Bnlsar, 
India,  H.  M    Uirwkk.  West  Alexandria,  Ohio:  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Waynes- 

boro, fa..  Edith  R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro.  Fa.;  J,  M.  Neff.  Fruitdale,  Ala 

Officers  op  Reading  Circle.— President.  W.  B.  Stover  Buisar.  Ind. 
Chalice  W.  Baker.  Wayoesboro.  Pa.;  Secretary.  Edith  R,  New 

.,    ..-ynesboro.  Pa.,— to  whom  all    communications    concerning    the 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all   orders  lor  books  should   bt 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris.  111. 

THE  LEAFLESS  OAK. 

BY  HELEN  F.   BOYDEN. 

Alone  it  stands,  a  mighty  tree, 

Bent  'neath  the  wintry  storm; 
Its  branches  raised  imploringly, 

A  bare,  unshapely  form. 

Dismantled  of  its  summer's  pride, 
Of  all  its  glory  shorn, 

The  very  winds  its  griefs  deride, 
And  shriek  their  whistling  scorn. 

And  yet,  beneath  the  bark  so  gray. 

Within  the  great  trunk's  heart, 
Is  living  sap;  it  finds  its  way 

To  every  living  part. 

'Mid  shock  of  blast  and  chill  of  frost 
The  wood  is  growing  still; 

The  dreary  winter  months,  not  lost, 

Their  mission  will  fulfill. 

And  thou,  oh  weary,  wind-tossed  life, 
Laid  bare  to  chill  and  fFost, 

Despair  no  longer  in  the  strife, 
Nor  count  thy  winter  lost. 

The  glory  of  some  vanished  day, 
The  glow  of  conscious  strength, 

Still  from  your  eager  longing  stay; 

But  springtime  comes  at  length. 

Thy  fight  for  life  has  made  thee  strong 

To  meet  the  tempest's  blast; 
But  swelling  buds  of  hope,  ere  long, 

Will  smile  at  winter  past. 

Beneath  thy  circumstance  and  fate 
God's  sap  is  flowing  still; 

New  strength  and  growth  each  day  await, 

His  purpose  to  fulfill. 

'  -n  Messenger. 

because  of  the  lack 

:  of  the  heathen.  Our  Mis- 

i  of  giving  this  class  of  peo- 
;c  an  increase  in  missionary 

fill  reading  of  '  The  Crisis 
ost  skeptical  thai  the  work 

CIRCLE  NOTES. 

eniikrry,  of  Wirt/.,  Va.,  who  has 
been  a  member  of  Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle 

almost  a  year  and  has  completed  the  first  year's 
course  of  reading,  writes  us  as  follows: 

"The  Reading  Circle,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  power  for  good 
that  no  one  can  afford  to  lose.  I  feel  that  I  have  already  been 

inspired  with  more  zeal  for  the  cause  of  missions.  A  lack  of 

knowledge  of  the  real  condition  of  the  heathen  world  is  the 
cause  of  so  much  lethargy  on  the  part  of  many.  Many  of 

our  people  arc  warm-hearted,  and  zealous  for  the  1 
Christ,  but  are  indifferent  to 
of  information  regarding  the  st 

sionary  Reading  Circle  is  a  me 

pie  that  knowledge,  and  will  c 
zeal  among  its  members.  A  c; 

of  Missions'  will  convince  the 
of  missions  is  the  work  of  Cod,  and  that  His  blessings  follow 

the  prayers  and  labors  of  the  true  missionary.  May  the  Lord 

prosper  the  work!" It  was  gratifying  to  receive  from  our  brother 
such  a  well-written  letter,  and  such  an  evidence 

as  it  gives  of  the  good  he  has  received,  though  he 
has  made  but  a  beginning  of  our  Circle  work. 

We  hope  we  may  hear  from  him  again  and  from 

many  others  who  could  say  as  much  for  the  Circle 
as  Bro.  Ikenberry  has  said. 
We  have  a  number  of  members  who  could  and 

ought  to  write  for  this  department  a  critique  or 
review  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  books  they 

have  read.  Such  articles,  well-written,  would  give 
valuable  information  to  those  who  have  not  read 
the  books,  and  would  also  sharpen  their  appetites 

for  such  reading.  Then,  too,  it  would  be  interest- 
ing and  instructive  to  those  of  us  who  have  read 

the  books  to  know  what  impressions  they  have 

made  upon  others  and  what  thoughts  they  awak- 
ened in  their  minds.  We  hope  we  may  hear  from 

many.  James  M.  Neff. 

A  GENEROUS  GIFT! 

New  Church  Edifice  for  the  Brethren  in  German- 
town  from  a  Non-Member,  now  Residing  in 

the  West,  who  was  Impressed  by  the 
Love  of  the  Congregation  for 

Its  Historic  Property ! 

The  members  of  the  congregation  of  the  church 
of  the  Brethren,  on  Germantown  Avenue,  above 

Sharpnack  Street,  Germantown,  have  a  reasonable 

hope  of  soon  owning  a  new,  pretty  and  commo- 
dious house  of  worship.  The  expected  edifice  is 

to  be  a  free  gift  from  a  well-to-do  gentleman  liv- 
ing in  the  far  West,  not  a  member  of  the  church, 

but  who  has  a  number  of  ancestors,  some  of  whom 

were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  German- 
town,  buried  in  the  graveyard.  He  was  led  to 
take  a  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  the  little 

congregation,  which,  by  the  way,  is  the  first  of  the 
church  ot  the  Brethren  in  this  country,  through 

observing  that  the  members  held  their  church 

property  in  the  deepest  venera  ion,  and  exhibited 
more  than  ordinary  solicitude  for  its  safety  and 

for  the  care  of  the  remains  of  its  celebrated  and 

humble  dead. 
A  congregational  meeting  was  held  last  Satur- 

day evening  in  the  quaint  old  church,  and  strong 
resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  man  who  proposes  to 

make  this  generous  gift  were  adopted,  and  anoth- 
er passed  to  the  effect  that  it  was  expedient  to  en- 

deavor to  establish,  by  means  of  subscriptions,  a 

small  endowment  fund,  with  which  to  meet  the  ad- 
ditional cost  of  maintenance,  which  the  new  edifice 

will  entail. 
THE  PROPOSED  NEW  EDIFICE. 

Rough  plans  of  the  new  church  have  already 
been  drawn,  though  they  have  not  yet  been  finally 

adopted.  It  will  probably  be  built  in  the  rear  of  the 
present  structure,  which  has  been  standing,  and  in 
use  as  a  place  of  worship  by  the  congregation,  since 
17,0.  It  is  not  intended  to  erect  either  a  highly 
ornamental  structure,  or  to  closely  follow  the  ex- 

ceedingly severe  and  simple  architectural  lines 
adopted  for  the  early  and  most  of  the  present 
meetinghouses  of  the  denomination.  It  will  be  a 

pretty,  though  somewhat   plain,   substantial  build- 
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ing.  The  capacity  of  the  new  structure  will  be 

more  than  double  that  of  the  present  one,  in- 
cluding the  basement,  which  will  be  fitted  up  with 

a  hall  for  the  sewing  society,  etc.  The  exact  site  is 

not  yet  chosen,  but  it  will  probably  be  directly  in 
front  of  the  old  church. 

The  venerable  meetinghouse  now  standing  will 

be  retained.  There  is  no  thought  of  either  de- 
stroying or  altering  it.  The  sentiment  of  the  mem- 

bers of  the  congregation  is  one  of  veneration  for 

the  old  structure  which  has  been  the  worshiping 
place  of  the  denomination  for  one  hundred  and 

twenty-six  years,  and  which  occupies  nearly  the 
site  of  the  house  of  John  Pettikoffer,  where 

services  were  held  for  many  years  prior  to  build- 
ing. 

A  member  of  the  church,  in  speaking  of  this 

matter,  said:  "We  would  not  dare,  even  if  we  felt 
so  inclined,  to  commit  such  an  act  of  vandalism; 

the  protests  of  the  whole  community  would  be  too 

strong." 
HISTORY  OF  THE  OLD  CHURCH. 

The  congregation  of  the  church  of  the  Brethren 

has  an  interesting  history,  which  is  closely  woven 
with  that  of  early  Germantown.  It  was  organized 

about  1708  by  Alexander  Mack,  Sr.,  a  wealthy 
man  of  Schrersheim,  Germany,  for  many  years  a 
disciple  and  fellow  laborer  with  the  evangelist, 
Ernest  Christopher  Hoffman.  Mr.  William  E. 

Meehan  says  in  his  "  History  of  Germantown." 
published  a  few  years  ago  in  the  Public  Ledgir,  that 
Mack,  with  seven  others,  became  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  Hoffman  did  not  sufficiently  realize 
the  duty  and  necessity  of  observing  the  external 
observances  noted  in  the  Bible,  especially  that  of 

triune  immersion,  and  left  him.  They  organized 
themselves  in  a  church  capacity  under  the  title  of 

the  Brethren,  although  they  were  afterwards  gen- 

erally known  by  those  outside  the  membership  as 
Dunkers.  The  new  denomination  grew  at  such  a 
rate,  that  in  171 5  it  attracted  the  attention  of  the 

authorities  in  Prussia,  who  began  wholesale  perse- cutions. 

Shortly  after  this,  Peter  Becker,  a  member,  with 

twenty  families,  set  sail  for  this  country,  and  ar- 
rived in  Germantown  in  the  autumn  of  1719,  where 

they  settled  below  what  is  now  Mount  Airy.  Hav- 

ing no  regular  meetinghouse,  they  met  for  worship 

It  is  of  rough  stone,  about  thirty  two  feet  square, 
with  an  attic  for  storing  the  requisites  for  love 
feasts,  etc.  Since  its  erection  no  material  altera- 

tions have  been  made,  although  it  was  some  years 
ago  re-roofed,  refitted  and  refurnished. 

THE   SAUR    BIBLE. 

During  the  Revolution  Christopher  Saur,  who 
was  a  trustee  of  the  church,  stored  in  the  attic  of 

the  building  1,000  unbound  copies  of  a  new  edition 
of  his  Bible,  the  same  that  has  become  since  so 

rare  and  valuable.     The  soldiers  one  day  made  a 

;  years  in  various  houses,  finally  settling 
in  1732,  three  years  after  Alexander  Mack,  Sr 
with  thirty  families,  arrived,  when  they  occupied 
the  house  of  Christopher  Saur,  the  famous  printer 
and  Bible  publisher,  which  stood  where  the  Trinity 
Lutheran  parsonage  now  is,  at  Germantown  Ave- 

nue and  Queen  Street. 

In  the  meantime  there  lived  on  Germantown 
Avenue  and  Sharpnack  Street,  a  wretchedly  poor man  named  John  Pettikoffer,  in  a  commodious 
house  built  for  him  by  popular  subscription,  which 
together  with  the  building  of  a  Lutheran  church 
near  by,  abuut  the  same  time,  led  to  that  section 
becoming  known  as  Beggarstown.  Here,  after 
leaving  Saur's  house,  the  Brethren  worshiped  until 
1760,  when,  acquiring  the  tract  by  deed  of  gift 
from  Eld.  Peter  Shilbert,  the  present  meeting- 

house was  erected.  It  was  completed  July  I,  and 
was  roofed  with  red  tiles  brought  from  Germany, 

MACK,  SR. 

raid  on  these  Bibles,  and  the  paper  being  of  a 
suitable  quality,  a  large  portion  was  used  as  wads 
for  their  guns,  the  remainder  being  taken  as  bed- 

ding for  their  horses.  As  a  result,  only  a  few  per- 
fect copies  were  rescued. 

ALEXANDER  MACK,  SR. 

The  first  minister  of  the  congregation  in  America 
was  Peter  Becker.  During  the  week  he  worked  as 

a  weaver  and  a  farmer,  and  on  Sunday  preached  the 
Gospel.  He  was  succeeded  in  1748  by  Alexander 

Mack,  Jr.  He  died  March  20,  1803,  at  the  age  of 

nety-one  years,  and  was  interred  in  the  grave- 
yard back  of  the  church.  His  father,  Alexander 

Mack,  Sr.,  the  original  organizer  of  the  denomi- 
nation, who  came  to  this  country  in  1729,  lived  on- 

ly six  years  in  his  new  home.  Before  his  death 
:quested  that  his  grave  should  never  be 

marked,  lest  his  descendants  or  followers  should 
le  day  be  tempted  to  erect  a  monument  over 
.  His  family  was  unwilling  to  accede  to  this 

1  and  after  some  discussion  he  agreed  as  a 
compromise,  that  his  initials  could  be  cut  on  a 
small  headstone.  His  body  was  interred  in  what 
used  to  be  called  the  "Upper  Germantown  Bury- 
ng  Ground,"  on  Germantown  road,  above  Wash- 
_  :on  lane.  This  village  of  the  dead  was  after- 

wards known  variously  as  the  Axe  and  the  Con- 
cord Burying  Ground. 

A   NEARLY    FORGOTTEN   SPOT. 

Time,  weather  and  neglect  caused  the  site  of 
the  last  resting-place  of  Alexander  Mack,  Sr„  to 
be  almost  forgotten.  Indeed,  it  is  said,  that  many 
members  of  the  present  generation  of  the  family, though  they  sought  persistently,  could  not  locate 
the  exact  spot.  Among  the  few  persons  who  were 
able  to  designate  the  grave  was  Bro.  George N.  Falkenstein,  the  present  minister  of  the  church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Germantown,  and  it  is  partly due  to  his  knowledge  in  this  particular,  and  to  his 
and  others'  desire  to  have  the  remains  removed  to church  burying  ground,  that  the  congregation 

indebted  for  the  new  church  which  is  likely soon  to  be  given  them. 

When  the  members  of  the  Mack  family  were  ap- 
proached  with   the   proposition  that  the  body  of 

their  celebrated  ancestor  be  removed  to  the  Breth 
ren  burying  ground,  in  order  that  they  might  b 
with  those  of  his  son  and  the  greater  number  0f 
his  immediate  descendants,  they  gave  a  glad 
sent,  and  one  of  them  paid  the  entire  expense,  nl[ 

only  of  the  removal,  but  of  a  new  headstone,'  an°d of  the  recutting  of  six  others.  This  removal  took 
place  November  13,  1894. 

A    FRIEND'S    INTERESTS. 

This  removal  excited  much  interest  at  the  tiro 
>n  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  church,  num- 
>ering  about  IOO.OOO,  all  over  the  country.  The  first 
Aurch  of  the  denomination  in  the  country,  accredit- 
:d  with  the  first  church  building,  and  the  remain 
if  the  organizer  and  first  minister  of  the  denomi- 
nation  interred  in  the  grounds,  formed  a  fitting 
group  in  their  minds. 
The  revived  interest  extended  to  many  wh0 

while  not  members  at  the  present  time,  are  de- 
scendants of  some  who  formerly  were  connecter! 

with  the  congregation.  Among  these  was  a  well- 
to-do  gentleman  in  the  Far  West  who  has,  as  ances- 

tors, some  of  the  very  early  settlers  in  German- 
town,  and  who  were  among  the  first  members  of 

the  church.  Some  of  these  are  buried  in  the  grave- 
yard. On  a  visit  one  day  to  the  churchyard  the 

minister  expressed  a  desire  for  a  small  addition  to 

the  old  church  to  accommodate  a  growing  mem- 
bership, and  in  which  there  might  be  a  fire-proof 

vault  for  the  preservation  of  the  valuable  records. 
The  gentleman,  who,  at  present,  does  not  desire 
his  name  published,  thought  a  new  church  would 

be  better,  and  offered  to  build  one  and  present  it 
to  the  congregation  if  the  latter  would  give  him 
assurances  that  no  land  should  be  sold  by  the  next 
generation,  as  he  desired  the  remains  of  his  ances- 

tors to  rest  undisturbed.  This  is  the  offer  which 

the  congregation  expressed  its  willingness  to  ac- 
cept last  Saturday. 

The  old  cemetery,  or  graveyard,  is  in  fine  condi- 
tion, better  care  being  taken  of  it  than  is  the  case 

with  most  of  the  other  burial  places  in  German- 

town,  and  it  was  this  fact  and  the  interest  sftSira 

in  the  removal  of  Alexander  Mack's  remains  to 
this  place,  which  encouraged  the  gentleman  to 
make  his  generous  offer.  His  expressed  desire  is 

that,   in   order  to   insure   the   permanency  of  the 

I  OF  THBJBRETHREN  PARSONAGE. 

graveyard,   the   property  shall  be   put  in  trust  in 
such  a  way  that  his  interests  cannot  be  diverted. 

THE  PARSONAGE. 

Older  than  the  church  building  is  the  quaint 
parsonage  which  stands  on  the  south  side  of  the 

property.  It  is  so  low  that  persons  standing  on 
the  sidewalk  on  Germantown  Avenue,  can  easily 
place  their  hands  on  the  eaves  of  the  roof.  A  rain 

protector  extends  along  the  whole  front  of  the 
house,  and  to  enter  the  door,  the  visitor  steps 

down  below  the  level  of  the  street.  It  is,  howev- 

er, a  homelike  structure,  in  keeping  with  the  as- 
sociations which  cling  around  the  place.  It  was 

built  in  1756,  by  Philip  Weaver,  a  member  of  the 

congregation,  and  is  among  the  oldest  stone  hous- 
es in  Germantown.  It  is  only  recently  that  it  was 

used  as  a  parsonage.  Previously  it  was  occupied 

by  the  sextons  of  the  church.— Public  Ledger,  Phila- 
delphia, Feb.  27,  i8g6. 
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A  VIGIL. 

SELECTED  I . BOUSER. 

I  am  bending  low  o'er  the  hearthstone, 
The  fire  is  dying  away, 

Only  one  flickering  ember 
Emits  a  pale,  faint  ray. 

The  shadows  are  falling  softly 

O'er  the  quiet,  easy  room, 
And  the  weird,  ghost-like  silence 

Half  fills  my  heart  with  gloom, 

lam  all  alone  in  my  musings, 
While  memories,  thick  and  fast. 

Come  floating  down  the  vistas 
Of  the  far-off,  halcyon  past. 

Again,  we  seem  to  be  gathered 
Around  the  old  fireside; 

The  dear,  familiar  faces 
Are  beaming  with  joy  and  pride. 

Ah,  the  home  circle  now  is  broken! 

I  am  sighing  for  those  I  love — 
Some  are  out  in  the  wide  world, 
And  one  is  in  heaven  above. 

But  God  knows  best— he  is  watching 
O'er  my  loved  ones,  1  know; 

For  to  him  I've  committed  the  keeping 
Of  them  while  here  below. 

So  I  am  nevermore  weary, 
And  my  heart  is  lightened  ef  care, 

Since,  surely,  he  who  has  promised 
For  the  smallest  birdling  a  share 

Of  his  bounteous  love  and  protection, 
Will  gather  them  no  more  to  roam. 

When  the  angels  are  shouting  in  heaven 

The  glorious  "  harvest  home." 

THE    QOSIFElXi    MHSSHNQBH,. 

ing  the  Lord,  there  are  still  those  who  feel  un- 

willing to  become  children  of  God.  We  read,  in 

1  Chron.  28:  9,  David's  charge  to  Solomon:  "  And 
thou,  Solomon,  my  son,  know  thou  the  God  of 

thy  father,  and  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart 
'ith  a  willing  mind:  for  the  Lord  searcheth 

all  hearts,  and  understandeth  all  the  imaginations 
of  the  thoughts:  if  thou  seek  him,  he  will  be  found 

of  thee;  but  if  thou  forsake  him,  he  will  cast  thee 

off  forever." Do  not  hesitate  any  longer,  but  seek  the  Lord. 

"  If  from  thence  thou  shalt  seek  thy  God,  thou 
shalt  find  him,  if  thou  seek  him  with  all  thy  heart 

and  with  all  thy  soul."     Deut.  4:  29. 
Middletown,  Pa. 

WILL  WE  BE  READY? 

BY  A.  M,  BA1R. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  hard  to  do  without  the 

Messenger  with  its  many  words  of  comfort,  inter- 
esting letters,  sermons,  etc.,  which  it  contains  each 

week.  These  things  are  as  food  to  the  hungry 

soul,  and  are  truly  of  great  worth  during  such 
times  of  unrest  and  much  distress  throughout  the 

land,  especially  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  foot- 
stool. "  Gold!  Gold!  "  is  the  watch-word  wher- 

ever you  go. 

Truly,  we  cannot  help  thinking  the  coming  of 
the  Lord  is  nigh,  when  he  shall  again  turn  over 

the  money-changers'  tables  by  putting  to  use  their 
idol,  in  paving  the  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem, 
that  we  may  then  and  there  enjoy  its  beauty  and 
use  for  which  he  created  it.  There  are  wars  and 

rumors  of  wars.  Many  are  fleeing  to  the  moun- 
tains while  others  are  running  to  and  fro.  There 

are  earthquakes  in  divers  places,  and  many  are  the 

pleasures  and  enjoyments  of  the  world.  Shall 

Christ,  on  his  return,  find  any  of  his  people  look- 
ing for  him,  when  he  shall  make  his  appearance? 

May  he  find  us  watching  and  waiting,  and  ever 
faithful  when  he  shall  come! 

Littleton,  Colo. 
JOHN  WESLEY'S  LAST  DAY  ON  EARTH. 

John  Wesley  was  always  ready,  and  to  the  min- 

ute. A  lady  once  said  to  him,  "  If  you  knew  that 

you  would  die  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow  night, 

how  would  you  spend  the  intervening  time?" 
"Why,"  was  his  answer,  "just  as  I  intend  to  spend 
it.  I  should  preach  to-night  at  Gloucester,  and 
again  to-morrow  morning.  After  that,  I  would 
ride  to  Tewkesbury,  preach  in  the  afternoon,  and 

meet  the  society  in  the  evening.  I  should  then 

repair  to  friend  Martin's  house,  as  he  expects  to 
entertain  me;  converse,  pray  with  the  family,  re- 

tire to  my  room  at  ten  o'clock,  commend  myself 
to  my  Heavenly  Father,  lie  down   to   sleep,   and 

wake  in  glory."   

"  ALL  MEN  SEEK  FOR  THEE."— Mark  1 :  37- 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

When  our  Savior  was  engaged  in  preaching  from 
town  to  town  he  would  rise  up  a  great  while  before 

day  and  depart  into  a  solitary  place  and  there 
pray.  While  thus  engaged,  Simon,  and  they  that 

were  with  him,  found  him  and  said,  "  All  nun  seek 
for  thee."  How  our  ministering  brethren  would 

rejoice,  as  they  go  from  place  to  place,  if  the 

multitude  would  say,  "We  seek  for  thee"  to  in- 
struct us  in  spiritual  knowledge.  But  nowadays, 

when  a  minister  wants  to  talk  or  admonish  a  sin- 
ner, how  he  will  try  to  keep  out  of  his  way  and 

sight! 

If  a  great  doctor  comes  to  a  place  and  says 
he  can  cure  all  kinds  of  diseases,  how  the  sick 

and  afflicted  seek  after  himl  Christ  came  into  the 

world  to  seek  and  save  the  sin-sick  souls.  Al- 
though he  is  not  visible  now  to  us,  he  has  said 

that  "  whosoever  will  be  great  among  you,  let  him 
be  your  minister.  Even  as  the  Son  of  man  came 

not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to 

give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many."     Matt.  20:  26-28. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  many  are  seek- 

TRACT  DISTRIBUTION. 

Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  of  Pickrell,  Nebr.,  in  the 

February  issue  of  the  Visitor  gives  some  interest- 
ing incidents  relating  to  tract  distribution  in  the 

West.     He  says: 

Our  deacon.  Charley,  and  wife,  two  of  my  daugh- 
ters and  self  took  an  overland  trip  a  short  time 

ago,  of  about  sixty  miles.  We  took  about  one 
thousand  tracts  along.  My  little  girl,  Winogene, 
who  makes  tract  work  a  specialty,  would  give 

about  all  the  little  boys  and  girls  a  tract.  We 

stopped  at  each  town,  and  left  a  few  in  each  store 

and  gave  the  bystanders  each  a  tract. 
Our  good  deacon  being  desirous  of  everybody 

getting  a  tract,  made  no  difference  between  Jew 
or  Gentile,  so  he  went  into  the  first  saloon  he 
came  to.  As  he  went  in,  the  bartender  was  passing 
fire-water  over  the  counter.  Our  good  brother 

said  to  him,  "  I  would  like  to  let  a  few  tracts  with 

you."  "All  right,  all  right!"  said  the  bartender. 

Charley  left  "  The  House  we  Live  in."  I  am  sure 
the  bartender  can  find  a  better  house  to  live  in 

than  he  has  now. 
Soon  after  this  we  crossed  the  railroad  where 

the  section  men  were  at  work.  We  gave  each  one 

a  tract,  which  was  kindly  received. 
Next  we  met  an  aged  Bohemian  who  had  just 

caught  a  jack  rabbit.  He  was  all  aglow  over  his 
success  and  took  great  delight  to  show  it  to  us. 
In  return  we  gave  him  some  tracts,  which  pleased 

him  very  much. 
We  then  came  to  a  schoolhouse,— just  at  recess. 

The  children  were  all  out  doors.  We  gave  them 

each  an  English  tract.  When  we  found  out  that 

there  were  some  German-reading  parents,  we  gave 

a  few  German  tracts  to  be  taken  home  for  the 

parents.  It  pleased  the  children  very  much  to 

have  us  speak  of  their  parents. 

At  one  place  we  left  a  few  tracts.  They  said, 

"You  people   are   Dunkards."     I   presume  it  was
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a  surprise  to  them  to  think  that  Dunkards  were 
traveling  through  the  country,  sowing  spiritual  seed. 

We  took  dinner  at  a  farmhouse  of  very  hospit- 
able people.  On  leaving  we  gave  them  some 

tracts.  On  starting  away  we  found  we  had  left 

a  package.  On  returning  to  the  house  we  found 
the  family  busily  reading  the  tracts  just  left  them. 
I  am  well  satisfied  that  our  tracts  are  attractive 

and  will  readily  solicit  people's  attention. 
A  good  brother  writes  me,  asking  how  to  dis- 

tribute tracts.  The  directions  are  very  simple! 

Like  anything  else  you  want  done,  go  at  it  and 
stay  at  it  all  the  time.  Ask  God  to  bless  the 
work.  Have  faith  in  the  work,  believe  it  to  be 

a  good  thing,  and  that  you  want  to  do  somebody 
good.  Get  acquainted  with  the  tracts  you  are 
distributing,  so  that  you  will  feel  at  home  with 
the  tract  and  can  talk  about  it.  Always  have 

some  with  you.  Keep  them  clean  and  in  a  pre- 
sentable shape.  Distribute  your  tracts  to  who- 

ever you  meet  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Go  at 
it  cheerfully,  pleasantly  and  hopeful  of  doing  good. 
Never  be  unkind.  Never  act  as  the  brother  from 

whom  I  have  a  letter.  He  says,  "After  I  give 

some  one  a  tract  I  feel  like  a  sheep  dog."  Don't  be 
afraid!  People  always  will  think  more  of  you  and 

the  tract  if  you  show  yourself  zealous  in  the  work. 

JUDG1NO  A  MAN  BY  WHAT  HE  READS. 

BY  H.  R.  TAYLOR. 

/  I  was  not  born  in  Ireland, — that  not  being  left 
to  my  choice, —nevertheless  Irish  blood  runs  in  my 
veins.  The  Irish  have  bei  n  considered  by  some 

a  thoughtless  people,  but  once  in  awhile  we  find 
one  of  them  who  docs  his  own  thinking,  and 

thinks  on  the  right  side  too. 
One  Irish  brother  with  whom  I  am  acquainted, 

was  unfortunate  enough  in  life  not  to  receive  an 
education,  but  fortunate  enough  to  get  a  good 

wife  with  a  fair  education.  They  take  the  Messen- 
ger and  in  a  few  hours  after  its  arrival  in  their 

home  you  could  get  the  church  news  without  read- 
ing it  yourself.  This  same  brother  can  quote  more 

Scripture  in  his  prayers  than  many  of  us  preach- 

ers. He  is  in  favor  of  carrying  out  the  Savior's 
commission,  "Go,  teach  all  nations,"  and  teach 
them  all  things.  He  contributed  liberally  both  to 
home  and  foreign  missions. 

On  one  occasion  one  of  our  deacon  brethren  en- 
tered the  home  of  the  Irish  brother  referred  to. 

In  their  conversation  the  deacon  was  referred  to 

an  article  in  the  Messenger,  with  the  words,  "I 

suppose  you  read  it."  "No,"  replied  the  deacon, 
"I  didn't.  The  reason  I  did  not  read  it  is  be- 

cause I  do  not  take  the  paper."  At  this  the  Irish 
brother  expressed  some  surprise,  The  deacon 

brother  continued,  "There  are  some  persons  over 
there,  around  Mt.  Morris,  who  make  their  living  by 

running  that  paper,  and  if  the  brethren  would  not 
patronize  it,  they  would  have  to  get  out  and  work 

for  a  living." 
The  conversation  then  tu 

rection,  and  a  little  farther  c 

quired  of  the  deacon  if  he  V 
now  worth,  saying  he  had  a  ni 
ket.     The  deacon  brother  gave  1 

formation,     The   Irish  brother 

nitely,  when   the  deacon   brothe 
sure  that  he  was  correct,  for  he  read  it  in  two  differ- 

ent papers  that  he  was  taking. 
The  story  needs  no  comment,  but  it  is  safe  to 

watch  an  Irishman  if  you  do  not  want  to  get  your- 
self into  a  scrape. 

Deep  River,  Iowa. 

led  in  a  different  di- 
i  the  Irish  brother  in- 
cnew  what  hogs  were 

umber  ready  for  mar- 

ine desired  in- 
uired   more  defi- 

told 

God  is  perfectly  powerful,  because  he  is  per- 
fectly and  infinitely  of  use,  and  perfectly  good,  be- 
cause he  delights  utterly  and  always  in  being  of 

use,  therefore  we  can  become  like  God  only  in 

proportion  as  we  become  of  use.  All  life,  all  de- 
votion, all  piety  are  only  worth  anything— only 

divine,  and  God-like,  and  God-beloved— as  they 
are  means  to  that  one  end— to  be  of  use.— Charles 
Kingsley. 
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The  Brethren  are  prepa 
house  in  Batavia,  111. 

ing  to  build   a  meeting 

The  District  Meeting  of  Northwestern  Ohi< 
>e  held  in  the  Sugar  Ridge  church,  April  17. 

Some  interesting  meetings  have  been  held  recent- 

ly in  the  Green  Tree  church,  Pennsylvania.  Twen- 
ty-two were  added  to  the  church,  most  of  them  at- 

tendants of  the  Sunday  school. 

From  the  Missionary  Visitor  we  learn  that  during 
the  months  of  October,  November,  December  and 

January  S650.11  was  received  for  the  support  of  the 

Chicago  Mission.     Sister  Lizzie  B.   Howe  is  treas- 

The  home  ministers  in  the  Ludlow  church,  Ohio, 

held  a  series  of  meetings  that  resulted  in  ten  acces- 
sions. This  shows  what  the  home  ministers  can  do 

when  they  enter  upon  their  work  with  a  zeal.  Our 
churches  do  not  sufficiently  appreciate  the  great 
value  of  labor  performed  by  their  own  ministers. 

In  another  column  Bro,  J.  H.  Miller  gives  some 
interesting  facts  concerning  a  pastoral  visit  made 

by  the  elder  of  the  Goshen  church,  Ind.  In  forty- 
one  days  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  members 
were  visited,  which  shows  what  may  be  done  when 
there  is  a  strong  determination.  How  many  ol 
elders  in  the  Brotherhood  have  done  as  well? 

lutio 

pies. 

efresh- 

injudi 

Wisconsin,   failing  to 
ries  of  meetings,  went 

The  Brethren  at  Duran 

get  help  from  abroad  in  a 
earnestly  to  work  with  their  own  force.  Bro.  H. 
C.  Baker  did  the  preaching.  There  were  twenty 

applicants  for  membership.  This  is  another  proof 
of  what  may  be  done  by  earnest  efforts  upon  the 

part  of  the  home  ministers,  assisted  by  the  united 
efforts  and  prayers  of  the  whole  church.  Let  our 
home  ministers  take  courage  from  these  and  other 
reports.    

One  year  ago  great  results  were  promised  as  the 

outcome  of  organizing  the  Boys'  Brigades  in  con- 
nection with  Sunday  school  work.  It  was  a  novel- 

ty and  many  churches  encouraged  it.  It  brought 
scores  of  boys  into  the  Sunday  school,  not  because 

they  had  any  liking  for  the  study  of  the  Scriptures, 
but  because  they  enjoyed  playing  soldier.  It 

greatly  pleased  the  worldly-minded  preachers  and 
their  worldly-minded  flocks.  But  the  boys  soon 

grew  tired  of  playing  soldier,  and  now  we  hear  of 

but  few  Boys'  Brigades.  It  is  fortunate  for  the 
cause  of  religion  that  the  thing  has  proved  a  fail- 

f  In  1893  the  Catholic  Mitror  published  several 
editorials  endeavoring  to  show  that  the  only  day 
of  rest  endorsed  by  either  the  Old  Testament  or 

the  New  Testament  is  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  or  Sat- 
urday. The  editor  then  added  that  the  Catholic 

church,  "by  virtue  of  her  divine  mission,  changed 

the  day  from  Saturday  to  Sunday,"  and  this  he 
claims  was  done  one  thousand  years  before  the 
Pro'estants  were  in  existence.  These  editorials 

have  been  collected  by  the  Seventh  Day  Advent- 
ists,  published  in  tract  form,  and  are  now  being 
sent  out  over  the  country,  showing,  as  they  claim, 

our  only  authority  for  keeping  the  First  Day  of 
the  week  instead  of  Saturday.  Now  everybody 

who  knows  anything  at  all  about  history,  knows 
that  the  First  Day  of  the  week  was  observed  by 

primitive  Christians  long  before  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  had  an  existence.  Justin  Martyr 

and  TertulHan  make  repeated  mention  of  the  First 

Day  of  the  week,  or  Sunday,  in  the  second  and 
third  centuries.  And  for  the  Adventists  to  persist 

in  circulating  Catholic  literature  teaching  the  con- 
trary, is  certainly  no  credit  to  their  regard  for  the 

truth.  Any  person  having  doubts  concerning  the 
First  Day  of  the  week  being  the  proper  day  of 

worship,  should  send  us  gi.oo  for  "Canright's  i 
enth-Day  Adventism  Renounced."  He  tried  the 
Advent  doctrine  to  his  heart's  content,  and  the 
reading  of  his  book  (400  pages),  will  satisfy  any 
one  who  is  willing  to  listen  to  testimony. 

OUR  VISIT  TO  ELKHART. 

A   large   number   of   the    influential   wome 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  have  adopted  resolutions,   pled 
themselves  not  to  use  in  their  home 

ments  containing  liquors  in  any  form.     These 
s  should  apply  to  people  who 
as  to  use  whiskey  or  brandy  in  their  mince 
Many  a  boy,  who  ended  his  sad  career  in  a 

drunkard's  grave,  got  his  first  taste  for  whiskey 
from  the  mince  pie  on  his  mother's  table.  Putting 
intoxicating  liquors  in  your  pies  is  about  as  danger- 

ous as  the  little  "  not"  that  the  devil  had  the  ser- 

pent to  insert  into  God's  Word  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.     Gen.  3:  4. 

/  While  women  constitute  two-thirds  of  all  the 
membership  in  the  churches  in  the  United  States,  it 

is  indeed  remarkable  that  only  one  out  of  every 
thirteen  among  criminals  is  a  woman.  Go  to  the 
churches,  and  of  those  in  attendance  two  out  of  ev- 

ery three  will  be  found  to  be  women.  But  visit  the 
penitentiary,  and  out  of  every  thirteen  twelve  are 
men.  Why  is  this?  Can  any  one  tell?  Is  the 

woman  better  than  the  man?  We  have  all  along 
been  taught  that  good  mothers,  good  wives  and 
good  sisters  make  better  men,  better  husbands,  and 
better  brothers,  but  statistics  show  that  there  is 

something  defective  somewhere. 

kneeled  and  also  interpreted  the  prayer  to  the 

kneeling  mutes.  The  scene  was  both  interesting 

and  impressive. 
In  this  city  the  Mennonites  are  quite  numerous. 

Here  they  have  one  of  the  best  publishing  houses 
in  the  State,  and  are  now  opening  a  school  that  is 

likely  to  prove  a  credit  to  the  community.  They 
are  a  plain  people,  and  while  they  greatly  differ 
from  us  concerning  some  cardinal  principles  of  the 

Gospel,  still  there  are  a  few  things  that  we  hold  in 
common,  and  we  naturally  feel  an  interest  in 

them,  as  well  as  they  do  in  us.  We  greatly  en- 

joyed brief  interviews  with  a  number  of  their  lead- 

ing workers. 
On  Saturday,  in  company  with  others,  we  spent 

a  few  hours  in  Goshen,  but  for  the  want  of  time, 

were  not  permitted  to  call  on  any  of  the  members. 
We  learn  with  pleasure,  that  the  membership 

around  Goshen,  as  well  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Elk- 

hart, is  very  large,  and  that  the  outlook  for  the 

church  in  this  part  of  Indiana  is  quite  encourag- 

ing. We  regret  that  we  could  not  remain  longer, 
but  business  demanded  our  attention  at  the  office. 

We  would  like  to  have  visited  several  of  the 

churches,  and  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  do  so 

before  many  years.  J.  H.  M. 

Half-way  places  prove  quite  convenient  every 

now  and  then.  As  it  was  necessary  that  our  Execu- 

tive Committee  should  meet,  it  was  deemed  advan- 

tageous to  make  Elkhart,  Ind.,  the  half-way  place. 
So,  in  company  with  Bro.  Amick,  we  reached  that 

city  at  midnight,  March  12.  Bro.  Amick  returned 

on  Saturday,  while  we  remained  over  last  Sunday. 
This  was  our  first  visit  to  Elkhart,  and  we  must 

say  that  we  greatly  enjoyed  our  brief  sojourn  among 

the  members.  There  are  nearly  one  hundred  mem- 
bers in  the  city,  and  so  far  as  we  could  learn  their 

zeal  and  faith  are  to  be  commended.  They  have  a 

very  commodious  house  of  worship  and  are  exert- 

ing a  good  influence  in  the  place.  Bro.  I.  D.  Park- 
er is  in  charge  of  the  work  in  the  city,  and  is  giving 

it  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  energies.  We 

had  the  pleasure  of  attending  three  preaching  serv- 
ices. Saturday  evening  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh 

gave  one  of  his  instructive  talks  on  Bible  Lands. 

On  Sunday  morning  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  preached 

and  in  the  evening  we  addressed  a  very  attentive 
assembly. 

At  these  meetings  we  had  what  was  to  us  a  new 

experience.  A  young  sister  stood  in  front  of  the 

stand  and  interpreted,  with  her  hands,  the  services 

to  a  number  of  mutes  occupying  the  front  seat. 

They  were  thus  permitted  to  enjoy  the  preaching 
as  well  as  those  who  can  hear.     During  prayer  she 

EASTERN  EDITORIAL  ITEMS. 

■ — We  were  made  sorry  to  hear  of  the  illness  of  our 

much  esteemed  elder,  Jacob  F.  Oiler,  of  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.  His  condition  became  so  serious  that  a 

surgical  operation  became  necessary.  And  though 
a  very  critical  one,  we  were  glad  to  learn  that  it 

was  a  successful  one,  and  the  last  report  was  favor- 
able. For  this  we  are  glad  and  we  are  sure  it  will 

be  news  of  rejoicing  to  the  many  who  have  been  so 

earnestly  praying  for  his  recovery. 
— We  failed  to  report  that  during  the  latter  part 

of  our  Bible  Term  we  held  a  very  successful  series 

of  meetings.  First,  we  had  a  series  of  doctrinal"  | sermons  by  Eld.  L.  W.  Teeter.  On  his  leaving  us, 

Bro.  T.  T.  Myers  kindly  took  up  the  work.  And 

after  he  was  called  home  the  meetings  were  contin- 

ued by  the  home  ministers,  which  ended  in  twenty- 
four  accessions,  and  one  went  home  to  be  baptized 

there,  making  twenty-five  in  all.  Of  these  a  num- 
ber were  of  our  home  people,  and  fellow-citizens 

which  makes  an  encouraging  addition  to  our  per- 
manent home  membership. 

— A  few  weeks  ago  we  commenced  another  series 
of  meetings  at  Ardenheim,  a  few  miles  east  where, 

during  last  summer,  we  built  a  churchhouse.  This 

meeting  was  conducted  by  our  home  ministers. 
And  as  a  result  twenty-one  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Among  these  were  a  number 
of  heads  of  families,  and  the  substantial  citizens  of 

the  neighborhood,  thus  showing  the  advantage  of 

providing  a  churchhome  for  the  people.  The  citi- 
zens of  the  place  both  in  and  out  of  the  church  are 

a  quiet,  honorable,  and  peace-loving  people,  and 

we  know  of  no  place  where  there  are  better  pros- 
pects for  continued  religious  prosperity. 

—The  winter  term  of  the  Juniata  College  is  on 

the  close,  with  very  good  prospects  for  the  open- 

ing of  the  spring  term,  March  23.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  financial  depression,  the  present  year 

promises  to  be  the  fullest  in  attendance  and  most 
successful  in  work  and  religious  tone  of  any 
through  which  the  college  has  yet  passed. 

—The  Home  Mission  Board  of  Middle  Pennsyl- 

vania, during  the  present  year,  has  been  unusually 
active  and  aggressive  in  its  work,  and  is  adding 
from  time  to  time,  new  fields  for  successful  labor. 
There  are  hundreds  of  vacant  fields  in  all  of  our 

surrounding  villages  and  towns,  and  all  that  is 
needed  to  have  them  profitably  occupied,  is  for 
our  Home  Mission  Boards  to  see  that  laborers  are 

provided  and  sent.  Of  course,  their  power  to  do 

this  is  dependent  on  the  encouragement  and  help 

afforded  by  the  local  churches.  To  make  this 
work  a  success  it  means  "  An  all  pull, 

gether." 

pull  to- 
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OUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HELPS. 

Our  Sunday  school  helps  this  year  are  coming 

in  an  unusually  good  condition.    Our  aim  is  to. 

ke  them  as  good  as  any  in  the  country,  and  we 

™now  that  they  are  as  cheap  as  any  of  like  merit  in 
contents  and  workmanship.    They  are  all  prepared 

L  members  selected  for  the  purpose,  and  are  not 

lv  in  full  accord  with  the  church  and  her  princi- 
1  s  but  are  adapted  to  all  classes  of  our  Sunday 

school  work. 

Brethren 's  Quarterly  —This  is  intended  for  all  ad- 

anced  classes;  containing  the  lesson  text  and  com- 

ments  that  will  prove  very  helpful  to  those  desiring 

to  study  the  lesson.    The  comments  are  quite  full, 

clear,  and  to  the  point.    We  believe  our  reference 

system   has   no   equal  in   Sunday  school  helps  in 

America.    The  references  follow  each  verse.    This 

publication  contains  forty  pages,  is  neatly  covered, 
and    furnished    with    a    beautiful    colored     map, 

which   will    enable    the    student    to    gain    a    cor- 

rect knowledge  of  Bible  geography.    The  Diction- 

ary, found  in  each  quarterly,  will  prove  very  help- 
ful.   Price,  single  copy,  io  cents;  three  copies,  25 

cents;  eight  copies,  40  cents;  twenty  copies  and  ov- 

er, 3^2  cents  each. 

Juvenile  Quarterly. — This  is  one  of  the  neatest  and 

best  illustrated  helps  for  the  young  there  is  pub- 

lished. It  is  not  only  well  edited,  but  the  illus- 

trations are  fine  and  suited  to  the  contents  of  the 

lessons.  There  is  a  picture  accompanying  each  les- 
son. It  also  contains  a  colored  map,  and  comes 

this  quarter  in  a  neat  cover.  No  Sunday  school 

should  think  of  getting  along  without  this  publica- 
tion. Price,  three  copies,  15  cents;  six  copies,  25 

cents;  10  copies  and  over,  2^  cents  each. 

Children  at  Work—  Published  weekly,  but  mailed 

monthly,  is  well  illustrated  and  suited  to  the  wants 

of  small  children.  It  is  just  the  thing  for  the  little 

people  who  can  read  fairly  well.  It  is  put  up  in  a 

shape  and  style  that  they  can  comprehend.  Price, 

ten  copies  per  quarter,  25  cents;  twenty  copies  per 

quarter,  40  cents. 

Young  Disciple.— A  well  illustrated  and  carefully 

edited  weekly  for  the  children.  It  enjoys  a  wide 

circulation,  is  highly  prized  by  the  little  people, 

and  should  be  extensively  used  in  all  of  our  Sun- 

day schools.  Price,  50  cents  per  annum.  For  Sun- 

day schools,  for  three  months,  twenty  copies,  Si. 70; 

thirty  copies,  S2.50.  For  further  rates  see  next  to 

the  last  page  of  this  issue. 

We  would  like  to  see  our  Sunday  school  helps 

used  in  all  of  the  schools  in  the  Brotherhood,  and 

will  send  sample  copies  to  any  of  the  Sunday 

school  workers  desiring  to  examine  them.  We 

feel  sure  that  there  is  no  need  of  our  people  going 

elsewhere  for  the  helps  needed  in  this  line,  for  the 

improvements  made  on  our  helps  during  the  last 

year  should  commend  them  and  insure  their  use  tn 

all  parts  of  the  country.  Those  who  have  not  yet 

seen  these  helps  should  not  fail  to  examine  them. 

We  are  now  mailing  our  quarterlies  to  schools  
in 

all  parts  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  hope  to  receive 

orders  from  hundreds  of  other  schools  during  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Let  it  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  lessons  f
or 

the  next  three  months  are  in  the  New  Testament, 

and  are  therefore  very  interesting. 

SPRINKLING  OR  IMMERSION. 

ment  containing  more  reckless  assertions  and  less 

testimony  in  support  of  the  positions  assumed 
than  is  found  in  this  work  of  fifteen  pages. 

The  author  assumes  that  baptism  is  one  thing 

while  the  manner  of  performing  it  is  another,  and 

then  concludes  that  the  rite  may  be  performed  by 

sprinkling  as  well  as  by  immersion.  Had  the  Sav- 
ior commanded  his  disciples  to  teach  all  nations, 

sprinkling  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  etc.,  we 

wonder  if  Mr.  Pye  would  have  maintained  that 

sprinkling  is  one  thing  and  the  manner  of  perform- 
ing it  quite  another,  and  that  the  rite  may  also  be 

performed  by  dipping.  He  also  asserts  that  baptize 

has  many  meanings,  and  then  affirms  that  sprink- 
ling is  one  of  the  meanings,  but  produces  not  one 

grain  of  testimony  to  prove  the  assertion.  He 

ought  to  know,  as  every  man  of  extensive  reading 
does  know,  that  there  is  not  in  the  world  an 

acknowledged  lexicographer  who  gives  sprinkling 

as  the  meaning  of  baptize. 

He  displays  rare  (?)  acquaintance  with  language 

n  the  two  following  quotations: 

\a  immersed  person  ceases  to  be  immersed  as  soon  as  he 

emerges  from  the  water,  but  a  person  baptized  is  always  bap- 

:ed." 

"To  dip  a  person  will  not  drown  him,  but  to 

will  endanger  his  being  suffocated." 

The  most  presumptuous  little  document  tha
t  has 

yet  come  to  our  notice  on  the  "  Modes  of  Baptism
  ' 

's  a  small  pamphlet  by  Nathaniel  Pye.  It  is  pub- 

lished by  the  request  of  the  Marshalltown  Minis- 

terial Association,  no  State  being  given.  We 

would  label  it  as  witty,  weak  and  worthless  so  far  as 

truth  is  concerned.    We  have  never  read  a  docu- 

Naaman  immersed  himself  seven  times,  and  ac- 

cording to  this  logic  he  was  unimmersed  just  as 
soon  as  he  came  from  the  water.  In  the  baptismal 

controversy  we  read  much  about  the  unimmersed, 

but  according  to  this  new  use  of  language  we  are 

led  to  conclude  that  all  the  immersed  are  unim- 

mersed just  as  soon  as  they  emerge  from  the  water 

He  refers  to  one  proof  text  in  support  of  sprink- 

ling. "So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations."  Isaiah 

52:15.  By  turning  to  Heb.  10:  22,  we  may  learn 

just  how  this  sprinkling  is  to  take  place.  Paul  says, 

"  Having  our  hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil  con-  | 

I  science,  and  our  bodies  washed  with  pure  water." 

In  Heb.  9:  15  it  is  stated  that  the  conscience  is  to 

be  purged  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  Hence  the 

sprinkling  of  all  nations,  referred  to,  relates  to  the 

sprinkling  of  the  heart  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 

while  the  body  in  baptism  is  to  be  washed  with 

pure  water. 
Our  author  next  assumes  that  Paul  was  sprinkled 

because  Ananias  told  him  to  "  arise  and  be  bap- 

tized,"—told  him  to  stand  up  and  be  sprinkled. 

Fortunately  in  Rom.  6:  4  Paul  tells  just  how  he 

was  baptized:  "  Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him 

by  baptism  into  death."  The  we  includes  Paul,  
and 

he  says  that  in  his  baptism  he  was  buried,  and  
ev- 

erybody knows  that  cannot  be  done  by  sprinkling. 

We  presume  Paul  believed  "once  buried  alwa
ys 

buried,"  hence  he  says,  "We  are  buried." 

Concerning  those  baptized  on  the  Day  of  Pen
te- 

cost, Mr.  Pye  reasons  that  the  authorities  at  Jeru
- 

salem would  not  have  permitted  the  use  of  one  of 

the  pools— containing  drinking  water— for 
 the  pur- 

pose of  immersing  three  thousand  persons.  
He 

thinks  that  would  have  spoiled  the  drinking 
 water. 

Now,  in  the  light  of  this  way  of  interpreting
  Scrip- 

ture.'we  would  like  the  gentleman  to  turn  to  the
 

fifth  chapter  of  John,  and  explain  why 
 the  authori- 

ties year  after  year,  permitted  a  great  mult
itude  of 

diseased  people  to  bathe  in  the  pool  
of  Bethesda  ev- 

ery time  the  waters  became  troubled?  H
ow  would 

that  affect  the  drinking  water  of  the  cit
y?  In  the 

city,  at  that  time,  were  plenty  of  pools
  for  bathing 

purposes,  and  to  this  day  the  pool  of
  Siloam  is  used 

in  which  to  immerse  people.  We  m
ight  notice  a 

few  other  points  in  the  pamphlet,  b
ut  any  one  hav- 

ing anything  like  a  fair  knowledge  
of  the  Scrip- 

tures and  the  baptismal  controversy,  will  
be  able  to 

detect  the  many  errors  found  thr
oughout  the  docu- 

ment. The  pamphlet  was  sent  us  by  a  
brother  for 

review,  and  we  have  thought  proper
  to  give  it  this 

passing  notice.  
'■ 

EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Twelve. 

HINDUISM  AND  IDOLATRY. 

To  enter  fully  into  the  subject  of  Hinduism  with 
its  innumerable  idols  and  symbols,  would  be  the 

work  of  years,  and  require  volume  upon  volume  of 

printed  matter,  and  yet  the  missionary  who  would 
successfully  meet  and  overthrow  Hinduism  must 

fully  acquaint  himself  with  its  religious  teachings 
and  its  philosophy.  In  a  brief  way  it  may  be  said 
the  Hindu  has  three  principal  gods,  known  to  them 
as  Brahma  the  creator,  Vishnu  the  preserver,  and 

Siva  the  destroyer.  The  last  two,  with  their  wives 

and  sons,  are  the  principal  deities  worshiped,  and 
from  these  come  all  the  gods  of  Hinduism. 

In  a  general  way  Hindu  worshipers  may  be  di- 
vided into  five  classes  or  sects: 

1.  Those  who  worship  Siva,  classed  under  the 

general  name  of  Saivas. 
2.  Worshipers  of  Vishnu,  who  are  known  as 

Vaishnavas. 

3.  Worshipers  of  the  wives  of  the  deities  or  fe- 
male energy  called  Saktas. 

4.  Worshipers  of  Ganesa  or  Gan-pati,  designated 
by  the  name  of  Ganapatyas. 

5.  The  sun  worshipers  or  Sauras.* 
These  different  sects  use  the  same  so-called  sa- 

cred books,  and  from  the  foregoing  list  come  the 

great  multitude  of  gods  and  idols  which  hold  India 
in  a  bondage  of  the  worst  possible  description.  It 
has  been  stated  after  a  most  careful  estimate  that 

there  are  three  hundred  and  thirty  million  idols 

worshiped  in  India.  This  vast  number  seems  quite 

incredible,  but,  after  visiting  the  bazaars  in  different 
cities  where  idols  made  of  brass  and  bronze  of  all 

sorts  and  sizes  are  exposed  for  sale,  and  having 

seen  others  made  of  clay,  moulded  by  the  potter's 
hand,  and  still  others  of  wood  and  stone,  we  are 

ready  to  accept  the  statement. 
We  have  in  our  possession  a  number  of  these 

idols  or  images.  One  of  them,  Ganesa,  or  Gan- 

pati,  has  a  human  body  disfigured  with  the  head  of 

an  elephant.  The  accepted  history  of  how  this 

strange  thing  occurred  will  show  the  character  of 

the  gods  of  the  Hindus  and  also  of  the  ignorance 

and  superstition  of  the  people  who  accept  as  in- 

spired such  silly  stories.  It  is  said  that  when  Ga- 

nesa was  born,  his  father,  Siva,  suspected  the  chas- 

tity of  the  goddess,  his  wife,  and  in  his  anger  cut  off 

the  boy's  head.  Afterward,  convinced  of  his 

spouse's  innocence,  he  repented  his  rash  act,  and  tak- 

ing the  head  from  an  elephant  placed  it  on  his  son. 

Krishna  is  another  popular  god  among  the  Hin- 

dus. His  uncle  cruelly  slew  all  his  brothers  and 

sisters,  and  he  was  only  saved  by  being  exchanged 

by  his  mother  for  a  shepherd's  child.  When  
the 

boy  grew  to  manhood  he  slew  his  uncle.  Such  
are 

the  stories  told  and  accepted  in  full  faith  by  these 

simple-minded,  ignorant,  idol  worshipers.  And 

these  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely.  Many  of 

the  stories  told  are  unfit  for  publication. 

The  Hindus  have  the  curious  custom  of  plac- 

ng  upon  the*  forehead  a  distinguishing  mark  o
f 

their  sect  or  of  the  god  they  worship.  Thes
e 

marks  are  of  different  colors,  bright  red,  yellow
 

and  white  being  oftenest  used.  Ashes  are  u
sed, 

and  with  this  is  mixed  the  coloring  matter.  
The 

marks  are  placed  on  the  forehead  in  the  morni
ng 

after  bathing,  and  remain  there  all  through
  the 

day.  The  marks  of  the  worshipers  of  Vishnu
  con- 

sist of  an  upright  bar  made  with  bright  red  and 

yellow  colors,  while  that  of  the  Saivas  is  three
  hori- 

zontal strokes  made  with  white  ashes.  There  are 

some  seventy  of  these  marks  used,  most  of  them, 

however,  are  placed  on  the  arms  and  should
ers. 

"  The  face  marks  are  the  fewest  and  most  striking. 

♦Sir  Monier  Williams.    "  Brahmanism  and  Hinduis 
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These  consist  of  spots,  circles,  triangles,  straight 

lines,  curved  lines,  crescents,  simple  and  in  com- 

bination, and  of  varied  colors." 
In  addition  to  the  marks  made  with  colored  mat- 

ter, worshipers  of  Siva  and  Vishnu,  many  of  them, 
brand  their  breasts,  arms,  and  other  parts  of  their 

bodies  with  distinctive  emblems  of  their  sect. 

Such  marks  are  burned  in  the  flesh  with  red-hot 

stamps,  sometimes  made  of  gold.  The  symbols 
of  Siva  are  the  trident  and  linga;  while  those  of 

Vishnu  are  the  dicus,  the  club  and  the  conch- 
shells. 

The  worship  of  Siva  requires  considerable  work 

on  the  part  of  those  who  attend  to  it.  Dr.  Mitra, 

quoted  by  Williams,  is  authority  for  the  following 

description  of  this  kind  of  worship.  A  slab  or 

block  of  uncarved  granite  was  used  as  the  idol. 

Blocks  of  stone  are  set  up  and  painted  red  and 

worshiped.  We  have  seen  hundreds  of  idols  of 

this  kind  worshiped  by  the  Hindus.  The  daily 

worship  consists  of  no  less  than  twenty-two  cere- 
monial acts. 

1.  At  the  first  appearance  of  dawn  bells  are 

rung  to  rouse  the  deity  from  hisslumbers. 
2.  A  lamp  with  many  wicks  is  waved  in  front  of 

the  stone. 

3.  The  god's  teeth  are  cleaned  by  pouring  wa- 
ter and  rubbing  a  stick  about  a  foot  long  on  the 

stone. 

4.  The  deity  is  washed  and  bathed  by  emptying 

several  pitchers  of  water  on  the  stone. 

5.  He  is  dressed  by  placing  clothes  on  the 
stone. 

6.  The  first  breakfast  is  offered,  consisting  of 
grain,  sweetmeats,  curd  and  cocoanuts. 

7.  The  god  has  his  principal  breakfast  when 
cakes  and  more  substantial  viands  are  served. 

8.  A  kind  of  a  little  lunch  is  served. 

9.  The  god  has  his  regular  lunch. 

10.  The  mid-day  dinner  is  served,  consisting  of 
curry,  rice,  pastry,  cakes,  cream,  etc.,  while  a 

priest  waves  a  many-flamed  lamp  and  burns  in- 
cense before  a  stone. 

11.  Strains  of  noisy,  discordant  music  rouse  the 

deity  from  his  afternoon  sleep  at  4  P.  M.,  the  tem- 

ple having  been  closed  for  the  preceding  four 
hours. 

12.  Sweetmeats  are  offered. 

13.  The  afternoon  bath  is  administered. 

14.  The  god  is  dressed  as  in  the  morning. 
15.  Another  meal  is  served. 
16.  Another  bath  is  administered. 

17.  The  full  dress  ceremony  takes  place,  when 

fine,  costly  vestments,  yellow  flowers  and  perfum- 
ery are  placed  on  the  stone. 

18.  Another  offering  of  food  follows. 

19.  After  an  hour's  interval  the  regular  supper is  served. 

20.  Five  masks  and  a  kind  of  musical  instrument 

are  brought  in  and  oblations  are  made. 

21.  Waving  of  lights  is  performed  before  bed- 
time. 

22.  A  bedstead  is  brought  into  th 

the  god  composed  to  sleep. 

The  Hindus  do  not  starve  their  gpds,  of  coi 

it  is  understood  that  the  priests  do  the  eat: 

and  personal  observation  leads  us  to  say  that  they 

are  sleek,  fat,  and  show  evidence  of  having  an 
abundance  of  good  food.  Any  surplus  is  sold  am 

the  money  belongs  to  the  priests.  Many  of  th„ 

priests  do  not  believe  in  all  this  nonsense,  but  they 

say  the  people  want  it  so,  and  they  are  willing  to 

serve  them;  for  in  this  way  they  get  their  living. 
Why  should  they  not  do  it?  There  are  some 

ministers  of  the  Gospel  who  are  treading  danger- 
ously near  the  path  trod  by  the  Hindu  priest,— 

preaching  to  please  the'people. 
But  the  worst  features  of  Hinduism  and  idola- 

try are  yet  to  be  related,  that  is,  so  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  relate   them  with   due  regard  to  the  rules 

nctuary  and 

of  propriety.  The  worship  of  the  wives  of  Vis- 
hnu and  Siva,  or  female  energy,  under  the  name 

of  Saktism  is  so  utterly  degrading  in  its  charac- 
ter as  to  more  than  deserve  these  strong  words 

by  an  author  thoroughly  reliable:  "In  Saktism 
we  are  confronted  with  the  worst  results  of  the 

worst  superstitious  ideas  that  have  ever  disgraced 

and  degraded  the  human  race."  Sensuality,  drunk- 
enness, carnal  passion,  licentiousness  and  all  the 

grosser  appetites  are  held  to  be  forms  of  virtue. 
All  social  rules  and  restrictions  are  disregarded, 

and  the  vilest  orgies  are  indulged  in  by  those  who 

seek  in  this  way  to  gratify  their  deities.  Prosti- 

tution is  made  a  virtue  and  adultery  has  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  religious  rite.  Thousands  of  innocent 

girls,  even  before  their  birth,  are  dedicated  to  the 
idol  temple  service,  where,  in  the  name  and  in 
the  service  of  their  gods  they  lead  lives  of  shame. 

While  it  is  claimed  they  are  married  to  the  idol, 

they  at  once  become  the  slaves  of  licentious 

priests  who  rule  in  the  temples  where  they  be- 
long. All  this  but  faintly  describes  the  depth  of 

degradation  to  which  idolatry  has  sunk  these  peo- 
ple. Depravity  and  sin  seem  to  have  no  depth 

that  has  not  been  reached  by  them.  Ignorance 

and  superstition  have  bound  them  with  error's 
chain,  until  they  are  led  to  commit  all  these  ex- 

cesses with  the  sanction  of  their  idols,  and  in  the 

belief  that  by  them  they  will  please  their  gods. 

We  have  heard  it  said  by  those  at  home  who 

are  not  favorable  to  sending  the  Gospel  to  the 

heathen,  "  We  have  the  heathen  at  home,  con- 
vert them  first,  and  then  it  will  be  time  to  go  to 

foreign  lands."  If  the  apostles  had  taken  a  course 
of  this  kind,  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  would 

have  remained  in  Palestine  for  many  centuries. 

It  is  true  we  have  heathen  at  home,  but  they  have 

access  to  the  Bible,  and  we  may  thank  God  that 

to  the  enlightened  conscience  of  our  nation  sin 

is  sin,  while  here  it  is  even  in  its  worst  aspect,  a 

form  of  righteousness.  The  people  at  home  have 

the  Gospel,  here  they  sit  in  the  deepest  darkness 

of  sin's  darkest  night. 
We  have  asked  ourselves  over  and  over  again, 

since  coming  into  actual  contact  with  idolatry,  and 

coming  to  know  by  hearing  and  seeing  the  re- 
ality as  it  exists,  how  shall  we,  as  a  church,  es- 

cape if  we  neglect  to  do  our  full  part  in  giving  the 
Gospel  of  light  to  these  people? 

Probably  many  of  us  will  go  on,  as  we  have 

been  going  on  in  the  past,  building  fine  houses, 
costing  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 

furnish  them  with  costly  carpets,  rich  furniture, 

expensive  organs  and  pianos,  and  with  pictures 
and  bric-a-brac;  because  the  esthetic  and  the  love 

of  the  beautiful  in  us  must  be  cultivated;  and 

load  our  tables  to  groaning  with  delicacies  and 

luxuries,  and  eat  to  repletion;  and  chew  and 

smoke  tobacco;  and  ride  in  fine  carriages  drawn 

by  splendid  horses  in  expensive  harness  and  cost- 

ly trappings;  and  wear  gold  and  costly  array,  and 

spend  the  Lord's  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread,  and  for  that  which  satisfieth  not,  and  let 

these  poor  souls  die  in  the  depths  of  sin  and  idol- 
atry. 

We  repeat  again,  this  is  what  some  of  us  are 

doing,  and  shall  we  go  on  in  this  way  until  some 

day  God  calls  us  as  unfaithful  stewards  to  give  an 
account  of  our  stewardship?  And  then  what?  Let 

each  answer  th[s  question  for  himself,  and  answer 
it  not  as  unto  man,  but  as  unto  God! 

And  here  is  another  question:  How  many  mis- 

sions could  we  support  in  India  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  if  all  the  actual  unnecessaries  of  life 

were  cut  off  among  us,  such  as  tobacco,  table 
delicacies,  costly  garments,  useless  photographs, 
unnecessarily  expensive  houses  and  furniture,  and 

indulgences  which  only  gratify  a  perverted  taste 
and  appetite?  Would  one  hundred  missionaries 

be  too  high  an  estimate?  d.  l.  m. 

— *  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY*— 

SHALL  THEY  KNEEL  BESIDE  ME  THERE? 

What  changes  have  been  in  the  home 
Where  my  childhood  so  joyous  was  pas 

O  where  have  those  blessed  days  gone? 
Too  sweet  were  they  ever  to  last! 

In  the  swift  passing  years  they  are  flown, 
Now  hid  from  affectionate  sight, 

As  a  rose  in  the  dawning  fresh  bloom 
Doth  wither  and  fade  in  the  night. 

In  dreamland  I  visit  the  place. 
And  wander  through  every  room. 

What  beauty  rude  time  may  deface, 
And  leave  in  its  stead  only  gloom! 

Sad,  sad  are  my  tears  as  they  fall! 
Each  dear,  treasured  corner  and  nook 

And  chamber  re-echoes  my  call 
In  a  wail  and  a  desolate  look. 

God,  where  are  the  friends  of  my  youth, 
The  loved  ones  I  cherished  as  mine? 

Live  they  in  the  light  of  Thy  Truth 
Their  graces  all  glowing  in  Thine? 

Alone  at  Thy  altar  I  bow; 
Not  < )kne side! 

With  mine,  do  their  prayers  greet  Thee  1 
From  altars  the  long  leagues  divide? 

Dear  Lord!  is  there  one  that  I  knew. 
With  Thee  in  Thy  sheltering  fold. 

Of  those  who  were  worthy  and  true? 
O,  do  not  the  secret  withhold! 

Have  I  blessed  ones  nearing  the  throne? 
O!  say,  ere  the  dark  veil  is  drawn, 

Shall  I  at  Thy  feet  kneel  alone 
In  eternity's  beautiful  dawn? 

La  Porte,  Ind. 

DON'T  WORRY  THE  CHILDREN. 

A  late  issue  of  the  Christian  Herald  contains 

some  excellent  advice  to  parents  about  worrying 

their  children.     It  says: 

"  Parents  need  to  be  reminded  occasionally  of 
the  fact  that  their  children  should  not  be  fretted 

or  worried  needlessly,  as  is  too  often  the  habit 
of  some  fathers  and  mothers.  The  Bible  has  thfc 

warning:  'And  ye  fathers,  provoke  not  your  chil- 
dren to  wrath,'  a  clause  which,  Archdeacon  Farrar 

says,  in  the  original  means  exactly:  '  Do  not  irritate 
your  children.'  '  Do  not  rub  them  the  wrong  way.' 
The  modern  father  or  mother,  anxious  to  bring 

up  their  child  in  accordance  with  all  the  latest 
methods,  is  in  danger  of  overdoing  the  training 
of  the  little  one.  A  father,  who  had  learned  by 

experience  the  wisdom  of  letting  his  children  alone 
to  a  certain  extent,  declares  that  he  harmed  his 

first  child  for  life  by  his  exacting  requirements. 

She  was  checked  unduly  and  shut  up  within  her- 
self until  she  grew  up  in  a  rigid  and  unnatural 

constraint.  The  same  warning  might  be  applied 

to  children  of  an  older  growth,  who  are  not  per- 
mitted to  develop  their  own  individualities.  Dr. 

Farrar  sums  the  whole  matter  up  in  one  sentence: 

'  Parents  must  respect  their  children  as  well  as 

children  their  parents.'  " We  suggest  that  parents  may  de 

dren  by  occasionally  leaving  som> 

judgment,  So  long  as  the  child's  judgment  is 
right,  encourage  him.  When  his  judgment  leads 
him  wrong,  correct  him,  but  in  no  instance  keep 
him  so  worried  and  discouraged  that  he  cannot 
have  an  opportunity  for  development. 

'elop  their  chil- 

things  to  their 

A  THOUGHT  ON  HOME  MISSION  WORK. 

BY  JOHN  S.  RICHARDS. 

Much  has  been  said  about  both  Home  and  For- 
eign Missions,  and  comparatively  little,  it  seems 

to  me,  is  done.  Why  all  this?  Why  do  we  not 
do  more  for  the  cause  of  the  One  who  has  done 

so  much  for  us?  Is  it  not  largely  because  we 
have  allowed  ourselves  to  become  over-fed?  Is  it 

not  largely  because  we  have  lived  near  some  kind 

brother  and  sister,  with  a  large  band  of  Christian 
believers  around  us,  and  near  the  church,  where 

we  could  attend  Sabbath  school  each  Lord's  Day 
morning,   and    preaching    immediately    afterward, 
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and  social  and  prayer  meeting  in  the  evening, 
and  have  all  the  rich  blessings  of  a  Heavenly  Fa- 

ther showered  upon  us?  Are  we  not  sometimes 
as  the  children  of  Israel  were?  After  they  had 
conquered  their  enemies  in  the  Land  of  Promise, 
and  had  gotten  a  kingdom  established  they  be- 

came satisfied,  forgetful  of  there  being  much  yet 
to  do  to  hold  the  kingdom. 
Whose  fault  is  it  when  we  see  our  children  going 

the  downward  road,  or  going  to  the  altars  of  our 

neighbor  churches?  Is  it  not  because  we  have 
become   stupid,   and   drowsy,   and   have   been   di 

pend 
on  the  minister  or  some  kind  friend   to 

eak  to  them? 
Brother,  sister,  ought  we  not  to  get  out  of  this 

stupid  condition  by  going  to  work?  Have  we  not 
a  son  or  daughter  or  a  kind  friend  or  neighbor 
unsaved?  Have  we  no  sick  neighbor?  Have  we 

no  widows  or  orphans  who  need  our  sympathy? 
Have  we  no  poor  to  whom  we  might  give  a  dollar, 

or  a  sack  of  flour,  or  a  new  garment?  Could  we 

not  give  a  word  of  comfort  or  encouragement  to  a 
sin-sick  soul? 
Have  we  assisted  our  minister  in  the  series  of 

meetings  by  our  prayers  as  we  should  have  done, 
or  have  we  assisted  in  the  meetings  at  all?  How 

long,  oh  how  long,  will  we  sit  idly  by  and  see 
thousands  of  our  fellowmen  go  down  to  ruin,  all 
around  us,  and  we  not  try  to  save  them? 

Let  us  realize  this  is  our  work,  and  not  leave  all 

the  work  to  the  ministry. 

West  Manchester,  Ohio. 

the 
Feb.  29.     "  Bless  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts;  ye 
ministers  of  his,  that  do  his  pleasure. 

Lord,  all  his  works  in  all  places  of  his  dominie 

bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul."     Psa.  103:  21,  22. 
A.  B.  Fisher, 

March  2. 

From  Knob  Creek,  Tenn. 
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From  Centropolis,  Kans. 

1  Bbo.  Charles  Yearout  came  to  us  Feb.  19,  and 

held  a  series  of  meetings  in  Centropolis,  ten  miles 
from  the  churchhouse.  The  Brethren  having  no 

churchhouse  in  Centropolis,  the  meetings  were  held 

in  the  Baptist  church.  Bro.  Yearout  preached,  in 
all,  eleven  sermons,  including  one  funeral.  He 

surely  did  his  duty  in  dealing  out  the  Word  to  us. 
The  house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  all  the  time 

during  the  meetings.  Four  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side  and  expressed  a  desire  to  be  baptized.  Bap- 

tism will  be  attended  to  in  the  near  future.  We 
feel  sure  there  are  others  that  were  convinced  and 

almost  persuaded  to  become  Christians.  Such 
brethren  as  Bro.  Yearout  should  be  kept  in  the 

field  all  the  time.  We  were  sorry  the  meetings  had 

to  close  so  soon,  but  Bro.  Yearout's  engagements 
in  other  fields  called  him  away. 

James  T.  Kinzie. 
Centropolis,  Kans,,  March  2. 

Our  work  in  the  Knob  Creek  church,  Washing- 
ton Co.,  Tenn.,  closed  March  2,  with  fifteen  ad- 

ditions by  baptism,  and  one  applicant  yet  to  be 
baptized.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  a 
commendable  interest  was  manifested. 

The  Brethren  church  is  not  very  extensively 

known  in  Eastern  Tennessee,  and  after  spending 

three  weeks  in  the  State,  studying  the  social  and  re- 

ligious conditions  of  the  people,  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  field  offers  fine  opportunities  to  our 

people  for  successful  mission  work.  To  home-seek- 

ers, desiring  a  mild  climate,  plenty  of  fine  spring- 
water  and  cheap  lands,  capable  of  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  with  railroads,  towns,  schools,  etc.,  the 

country  offers  fine  inducements.  Taken  all  togeth- 
er it  is  an  inviting  field. 

The  membership  already  established  will  be 

found  earnest  and  active,  and  among  the  ministers 

there  are  some  of  our  most  energetic  and  self-sacri- 
ficing brethren.  But  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the 

demand.  The  field  is  large,  immensely  large,  and 

the  laborers  are  comparatively  few.  Let  us  pray 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  for  an  increase  of  laborers, 

with  complete  co-operation  throughout  the  mem- 

bership, for  herein  lies  our  strength.  '  Oh,  that  an 
active  working  spirit  might  seize  the  entire  Broth- 

erhood! H.  C.  Early. March  3.   

From  the  Logan  Church,  Ohio. 

— Contrary  to  our  usual  custom  our  Sunday 

school  was  kept  up  for  three  months  during  the 
winter  and  demonstrated  the  fact  that  a  Sunday 

school  is  just  as  successful  in  the  winter  as  in  the 
summer.  The  attendance  was  as  good  as  usual,  and 
the  interest  seemed  to  deepen. 

— During  the  forepart  of  February  we  had  with 
us  Bro.  David  Hollinger  and  wife,  who  held  a  very 
successful  Bible  school.  The  attendance  was  not 

large,  but  all  that  came  seemed  to  take  a  lively 
interest  in  the  work.  Brother  and  sister  Hollinger 

proved  themselves  able  teachers  of  the  Word,  and 
made  many  warm  friends  while  with  us. 
  Our  council,  Feb.  29,  passed  off  pleasantly,  and 

the  matters  which  came  before  the  meeting  were 

adjusted,  seemingly,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Our 

presiding  elder,  Bro.  L.  H.  Dickey,  of  Alvada, 
Ohio,  was  with  us.  Two  requests  go  to  District 

Meeting.  Bro.  Abednego  Miller  goes  to  Annual 

Meeting  as  delegate  and  Bro.  Wm.  Bean  to  Dis- 
trict Meeting.  Bro.  Jacob  Swank  was  chosen  Sun- 

day school  Superintendent  for  the  coming  year. 
John  R.  Snyder. 

Belle fontaine,  Ohio. 

by  Bro.  Wm.  Howe,  after  which  the  remains  were 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Flemington,  followed 

by  a  large  concourse  of  sympathizing  friends. 
Thus  one  by  one  our  brethren  are  passing  away, 

but  may  the  bereaved  ones  find  comfort  from  the 

words  of  the  Psalmist,  "  Precious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 

Jennie  F.  Green. 
Sergeantsvilk,  N.  J. 

From  Bills,  Pa. 

The  saints  of  the  Sandy  Creek  church,  W.  Va., 

immenced  a  series  of  meetings  Feb.  22,  and  con- 
nued  until  March  I.  Considering  the  inclemency 

muddy  roads,  the  attendance 
d  the  attention  excellent.  As 

It,  two  were  baptized  and  two 
urch  numbers  about  three  hun- 

is  presided  over  by  Eld.  Jere- 
isted  by  two  ministers  in 

of  the  weather 
was  remarkabl 
an  immediate 

reclaimed,  Th 

dred  members 
miah  Thomas, 

the  second  degree,  and  two  in  the  first  degree. 
They  have  six  Sunday  schools  and  three  prayer 

meetings.  There  are  eight  places  for  preaching 

each  month  in  their  congregation,  Our  associa- 
tions with  the  church  were  pleasant. 

We  also  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  our  aged 

brother,  George  Thomas,  who  is  the  oldest  man  in 

that  community.  He  is  in  his  eighty-third  year. 
He  is  one  of  the  strong  pillars  of  the  church. 

May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  him  in  his  de- 
clining years!  Many  thanks  to  the  members  for 

their  kindness  and  Christian  courtesy! 
Silas  Hoover. 

From  Fort  Scott,  Kans. 

Our  series  of  meetings  is  still  going  on.  So  far 

nineteen  have  put  on  Christ  by  baptism,  and 

there  are  ten^more  applicants.  We  cannot  yet  tell 

when  we  will  close,  but  if  we  can  get  minis-
 

terial help  we  will  continue  the  meetings  as  long  as 

we  can  do  any  good.  These  meetings  show  what
 

can  be  done  when  the  whole  membership  of  the 

church  is  united,  and  each  one  willingly  does  his 

part.  We  had  a  special  council,  near  the  be
gin- 

ning of  these  meetings,  and  settled  all  difficulties 

satisfactorily  to  all.  Since  then  the  Lord  ha
s 

blessed  our  labors  in  his  vineyard.  There  are  many 

others  yet  that  are  halting  between  two  opinio
ns, 

but  we  are  still  praying  for  them.  We  again  
ask 

the  united  prayers  of  the  whole  Brotherhood  
in  be- 

half of  the  Master's  cause  at  this  place,  as  we  know 

that  God  hears  the  prayers  of  the  righteous,  a
nd 

answers  them. 

We  think  that  many,  upon  reading  the
ir  Gospel 

Messenger  of  Feb.  29,  offered  up  their  pray
ers  for 

the  cause  here.  Last  night  ten  came  out  on 
 the 

Lord's  side.     All  former  applicants  were  bapti
zed 

Death  of  Eld.  Israel  Poulson.  • 

Eld.  Israel  Poulson  departed  this  life  at  Sand 

Brook,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J.,  Feb.  28,  1896,  aged 

seventy-four  years,  ten  months  and  fourteen  days. 
He  had  been  a  sufferer  from  paralysis,  for  some 

time.  He  was  married  to  sister  Harriet  Johnson 

Oct.  6,  1841.  He  joined  the  Brethren  church  Sept. 

27,  1846,  and  was  elected  to  the  ministry  April  8, 

1848.  He  labored  in  the  Amwell  church  about 

thirty-three  years,  during  which  time  he  did  a 

great  amount  of  preaching  at  home  and  abroad. 

He  was  a  zealous  worker  and  instrumental  in  build- 

ing up  the  church.  In  1881  he  moved  to  Upper 

Dublin,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  and  labored  for  the 

Brethren  there  about  four  years.  Then  he  came 

back  to  New  Jersey  and  was  the  pastor  of  
the 

Bethel  church  until  his  death.  He  served  in  the 

ministry  forty-eight  years.  A  widow,  daughter, 

son  and  grandson  survive  him.  His  funeral  
took 

place  at  the  Sand  Brook  church  March  3.  
The 

occasion  was  improved  by  Bro.  C.  W.  Moore,  
from 

the  words,  "This  is  my  rest  forever:  here  
will  I 

dwell'  for  I  have  desired  it,"  Psa.  132:  14,  
assisted 

Notice  to  Northern  District  of  Missouri. 

A  meeting  of  the  Mission  Board  of  Northern 

Missouri  was  held  March  7,  1896,  in  the  Smith 
Fork  church.  All  members  of  the  Board  were 

present. 
Since  the  amount  in  our  treasury  is  somewhat 

limited,  the  Board  decided  to  discontinue  our 

evangelistic  work  until  about  Aug.  I.  Arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  hold  regular  appointments 

once  a  month,  if  possible,  at  our  different  mission 

points  until  that  time. 
All  parties  desiring  a  series  of  meetings  this 

summer  or  fall  will  please  address  the  undersigned 

not  later  than  May  1,  if  possible,  so  that  suitable 

arrangements  can  be  made  early  in  the  season. 

J.  H.  Shirky,  Sec. 
Rockingham,  Mo.,  March  g. 

From  the  Lower  Miami  Church,  Ohio. 

Our  quarterly  council  convened  March  5.  Ev- 

erything passed  off  pleasantly.  Some  business  was 
transacted  looking  forward  to  some  improvement 

in  our  churchhouse.  This  is  a  point  that  some- 
times may  be  overlooked,  nevertheless  it  is  often 

a  fact  that  in  wealthy  congregations  the  appear- 
ance of  the  house  of  worship  is,  to  some  extent, 

a  natural  barometer,  that  indicates  the  spiritual 

status  of  their  membership.  It  was  also  decided 

that  we  would  try  to  secure  the  services  of  Bro. 

George  L.  Studebaker,  of  Shideler,  Ind.,  to  hold  us 
a  series  of  meetings.  An  election  was  held  for 

delegates  to  District  and  Annual  Meeting,  which 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  Bro.  Enoch  Hyer  for 
Annual  Meeting  and  Bro.  Amos  Noffsinger  and 
the  writer  for  District  Meeting.  We  have  been 

having  meetings  this  winter  in  the  evening,  every 
two  weeks,  in  addition  to  the  regular  appointment, 

with  good  interest  and  attention.  Our  Sunday 
school,  ably  superintended  by  Bro.  C.  C.  Stebbins, 
is  now  nearing  the  second  year  of  incessant  work. 

Before  that  time  it  always  hibernated  during  near- 
ly half  the  year.  Bro.  Emmanuel  Shank,  formerly 

of  this  place,  will  soon  move  among  us  again. 
This  will  make  our  force  consist  of  four  ministers 

and  eight  deacons.  With  such  an  ample  corps 
of  officers,  well  seconded  by  the  laity,  and  well 
directed,  an  active  onset  on  the  ranks  of  Satan 

might  reasonably  be  expected.  J.  O.  Garst. 

Dayton,  Ohio,  March  7. 
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From  Durand,  Wis. 

We  have  just  closed  one  of  the  most  enjoyabli 
series  of  meetings  ever  held  in  this  congregation 
At  our  last  council-meeting  we  decided  to  hold  ; 
series  of  meetings  some  time  in  February,  if  we 

could  get  help.  Accordingly  we  wrote  to  two  eld 
ers  to  be  with  us,  but  both  failed  to  come.  Thei 
our  home  minister,  Eld.  H.  C.  Baker,  commences 

preaching  Feb.  23,  and  continued  until  March  5 
preaching,  in  all,  thirteen  sermons.  From  the 
start  there  was  a  deep  interest  manifested.  Th< 
church  was  well  filled  each  night  with  attentive 

listeners.     Twenty  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side. 
March  7  was  our  regular  council-meeting,  aftei 

which  we  repaired  to  the  water,  where  the  ordi- 
nance of  baptism  was  administered  to  ten  of 

the  applicants.  Among  the  number  were  a  ! 
band  and  wife;  the  rest  are  some  of  the  finest  young 

people  in  our  neighborhood,  ranging  from  six- 
teen to  twenty-three  years  of  age.  The  other 

applicants  will  be  baptized  later  on.  Some  could 
not  be  baptized  at  present  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Bro.  Henry  and  wife  contracted  severe  colds, 

which  necessita'ed  closing  the  meetings  too  soon. 
We  feel  that  others  are  counting  the  cost.  Dur- 

ing the  meetings  we  had  good  order.  A  very 
large  crowd  gathered  at  the  water  to  witness  the 
ordinance  of  baptism.  All  seemed  impressed  with 
the  solemnity  of  the  occasion.  Give  God  the 

praise!  E.  E.  Joyce. 
March  S. 

From  the  Laforge  Church,  Mo. 

We  commenced  meetings  in  Mississippi  County 
at  the  Hurricane  schoolhouse,  on  Wednesday,  Feb. 
5,  1S96,  and  held  the  first  love  feast  that  was  ever 
held  by  our  Brethren  in  that  neighborhood.  Six- 

teen members  surrounded  the  tables,  and  we,  in- 
deed, had  a  feast  of  love.  We  closed  the  meetings 

on  Wednesday  night  and  commenced  meetings 
in  our  churchhouse  on  Friday  night.  Our  home 
ministers  commenced  the  meetings,  but  as  Bro. 
Lorah  had  business  away  from  home  to  attend  to, 

Bro.  Ira  P.  Eby  was  left  alone  with  the  meetings. 

A  council  and  love  feast  had  also  been  appointed 
for  the  last  of  the  week,  and  with  no  prospect  for 
any  ministerial  help,  you  can  imagine  our  joy  at 

seeing  Bro.  D.  B.  Eby  come 'to  our  assistance  on 
Wednesday.  He  preached  for  us  nine  days,  pre- 

sided over  our  council,  and  officiated  at  our  feast. 

There  were  thirty-eight  communicants  at  our  feast. 
We  have  a  membership  of  seventy-one  now,  but 

twenty-five  of  them  are  isolated,  and  live  from 
eight  to  sixty  miles  from  the  church.  Some  were 
kept  away  by  sickness  in  their  families.  Three 

dear  souls  were  made  willing  to  forsake  sin,  and  to 
be  baptized  into  Christ.  There  is  one  to  be  re- 

claimed. Minta  Eby. 
March  j. 

From  the  Ottawa  Church,  Kans. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  22,  the  Ottawa  church  met 
in  council.  Bro.  1.  H.  Crist,  of  Gardner,  the  elder 
in  charge;  also  elders  Jacob  Trostle  and  Charles 

Yearout,  were  present.  Brethren  Henry  Ross  and 
S.  P.  Weaver  were  chosen  delegates  to  District 

Meeling.  Bro.  H.  Ross  was  elected  delegate  to 
Annual  Meeting.  He  was  also  advanced  to  the 

second  degree  of  the  ministry.  The  Ottawa 
church  was  organized  in  August.  1892,  with  a  mem- 

bership of  thirty-two.  Nearly  half  of  them  were 
living  at  quite  a  distance  from  the  church.  At  no 

one  time  has  there  been  any  great  ingathering  of 
souls;  one  and  two  at  a  time  has  been  the  general 
rule.  On  the  Sunday  following  the  council  there 

was  one  sister  baptized  and  others  are  carefully 
considering  the  momentous  question.  Some  have 
come  in  by  letter,  and  others  were  dismissed  the 
same  way.  At  this  writing  we  have  a  little  more 

than  doubled  our  membership  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  church. 

We  learn  there  are  some  people  who  think  it  is 
impossible  to  maintain  Gospel  plainness  in  the 
cities.  We  can  truly  thank  God  that  thus  far  we 

have  had  no  trouble  in  that  regard.     We  make  no 

compromises  with  fashion,  because  we  attend  meet- 

ings in  a  city.  I  think,  as  a  congregation,  we  ad- 
here as  closely  to  the  practices  and  principles  of 

the  Brethren  as  any  other  congregation  in  either 

town  or  country.  If  only  every  brother  and  sis- 
ter could  lay  aside  the  desire  to  be  just  a  little 

like  the  world  in  dress  and  other  useless  customs, 

they  would  find  peace  and  corrafort  multiplied. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  progressing  nicely.  We 

give  God  all  the  praise.  We  are  hoping  and 

praying  that  very  much  good  may  result  from  th 
Annual  Meeting  which  will  convene  here  in  about 
three  months.  Fanny  Morrow 

From  Moscow,  Idaho. 

We  have  had  two  series  of  meetings  this  winter, 
conducted  by  Eld.  S.  S.  Barklow,  assisted  by 

brethren  Gwinn  and  Stiverson.  One  was  bap- 
tized, and  five  made  application  for  membership, 

who  will  be  baptized  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 

permit. We  held  a  council  Feb.  28.  There  was  but  lit- 

tle business,  which  was  disposed  of  satisfactory 
to  all.  Certificates  of  membership  were  allowed 
Eld.  Barklow  and  wife  and  Bro.  Stiverson  and 

wife,  who  intended  moving  to  Coos  County,  Ore- 
gon, in  a  few  days.  Jan.  25  part  of  the  Moscow 

church  was  organized  into  a  separate  body,  to  be 
known  as  the  Grafton  church. 

This   arrangement   leaves    the     Moscow    church 

with  one  minister,   two   deacons,  and  about  twen- 
ribers.     There  are   now    two     organized 
n    Idaho,   and  two  in  Washington,   vis,, 

d  Grafton  in  Idaho;  Spokane  and  Day- 
The    Washington    churches 

disadvantage,  owing  to  being 

Itered  over  so  much  territory  that  the  members 

not  get  together,   and  unless    something    can 
be  done  to  concentrate  their  work,  they  will  in- 

tably  revert  to  the  mother  church,  viz.,  Moscow. 

Something  should  be  done  to  sustain  these  organ- 
;ations.    What  will  it  be?  James  Weimer. 
March  2. 

ty-i Washingti 

arently  at 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 
"As  Cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  (ar  country." 

Rockton,  Pa.— March  7  the  Brethren  met  in 
council.  All  business  was  adjusted  in  love  and 

harmony.  Bro.  B.  Huey  was  elected  to  represent 
us  at  our  next  District  Meeting.  We  also  decided 

to  hold  a  love  feast  in  the  Bethel  house  May  29. — 
John  A.  Brilhart. 

Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio.— The  Wyandot  church 
met  in  council  March  7.  Bro.  Albert  Myers  and 
Sylvester  Heistand  were  elected  Superintendents 
of  our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  Aldo  Newman  and 

Sylvester  Heistand  are  our  delegates  to  District 
Meeting. — Alvdy  Buxton,  March  g. 

La  Place,  111.  —  The  members  of  the  Okaw 

church. met  in  quarterly  council  March  5.  All 
business  was  disposed  of  pleasantly.  Four  mem- 

bers were  received  by  letter  and  six  letters  of 

membership  were  granted.  A  request  for  social 

meetings  was  granted.  The  church  agreed  to  "have 
a  love  feast  May  21,  commencing  at  10  A.  M — E 
F.  Wolfe,  March  8. 

Clear  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Feb.  15  Bro.  John 
H.  Miller  commenced  a  series  of  meetings,  which 
he  continued  till  March  3,  preaching  in  all,  twenty- 
six  interesting  sermons.  Two  were  baptized.  Our 
council-meeting  was  held  Feb.  27.  Bro.  Hodgden 
asked  for  help  in  the  ministry.  The  church  de- 

cided to  hold  a  choice  in  the  near  future.— John  H. 
Christian,  Roanoke,  Ind, 

Fort  Hoover,  Va.— Bro.  John  F.  Driver  came  to 
us  Feb.  22,  and  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Mount  Zion  church.  He  remained  until  March  2, 
preaching,  in  all,  twelve  sermons.  The  attendance 
was  very  large,  with  excellent  attention.  Bro. 
Driver  labored  very  faithfully.  Two  precious  souls 
were  made  willing  to  forsake  sin.  Others  were  al- 

most persuaded.-^ Joseph  H.  Kagey,  March  6. 

Soho,  W.  Va. — In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  10 

page  157,  first  column,  fourth  note,  instead  of 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  I  meant  to  have  it  Johnsontown 

church,  W.  Va.— Moses  M.Johnson. 

Tuscarawas,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Feb.  18 
Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone,  of  Ziontown,  Ohio,  came 
among  us  and  assisted  us  in  a  series  of  meetings. 
He  remained  with  us  until  the  evening  of  March  8 
One  was  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  His 

labors  were  highly  appreciated  by  the  people,  both 

in  and  out  of  the  church. — Reuben  Shroyer,  Pierce 

Ohio. 

Donnel's  Creek  Church,  Ohio.  —  This  evening 
will  close  a  three  weeks'  series  of  meetings  held 
in  the  New  Carlisle  house.  The  preaching  was 

done  by  Bro.  Joseph  Spitzer.  The  attendance  and 
interest  were  good.  Seven  precious  souls  were  re- 

ceived by  baptism.  On  account  of  muddy  roads 
the  series  of  meetings  referred  to  in  our  last,  to  be 
held  at  North  Manchester.  Ind.,  has  been  deferred. 

— Henry  Frantz,  Forgy,  Ohio,  March  5. 

Clarkson,  Okla.  T.— The  members  of  the  Para- 
dise Prairie  church  met  in  council  March  7,  for 

the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  matters  that  per- 
tain to  the  healthfulness  of  the  church,  and  the 

advancement  of  the  cause  of  Christ.  All  business 

that  came  before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in. 
an  orderly  manner.  One  dear  sister  that  had  wan- 

dered away  returned  to  the  fold.  One  was  also  re- 

ceived by  letter.—/.  C.  Neher,  March  9. 

Maxwell,  Iowa.— The  Indian  Creek  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  Feb.  29,  Eld.  R.  F.  McCune 
presiding.  Three  were  received  by  letter.  The 
Sunday  school  was  reorganized  with  Bro;  S.  B. 
Miller  as  Superintendent.  Bro.  S.  D.  Minear  was. 
chosen  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  While  here,. 
Eld.  McCune  completed  an  arrangement  for  the 

pastoral  visit,  to  be  made  by  the  ministry  here. 
Our  love  feast  was  also  appointed. — G.  W.  Gibson,. 
March  p. 

Sabula,  Pa. — The  Brethren  of  this  part  of  the 

Rockton  congregation  have  completed  and  deal-"" cated  their  little  house  of  worship.  Feb.  16  Bro.  J. 
H.  Beer  delivered  to  us  a  dedicatory  sermon  from 
Psa.  84:  10.  This  house  will  be  known  as  the 

"  Bethel  House."  It  is  situated  about  eleven 
miles  north  of  Rockton.  Adjoining  congregations 

will  please  remember  us  in  time  of  love  feast  and 
other  occasions.  The  house  cost  $630.63,  and  has 

been  paid  for.—./.  A.  Brilhart,  Feb.  23. 

Manheim,  Pa.^—  Feb.  22  Bro.  Levi  S-.  Mohler,  of 
Dillsburg,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  came  to  us  and  com- 

menced meetings  near  Manheim,  in  the  Kri- 
der  meetinghouse.  He  continued  until  March  I. 
Then  the  meetings  were  moved  to  Manheim  and 

continued  until  the  evening  of  March  5.  The 

meetings  were  well  attended  at  both  places,  and 
the  order  and  attention  were  very  good.  Three 

precious  souls  came  to  the  Lord,  and  others  are 

almost  persuaded. — Anna  E.  Light,  March  7. 

Hickory  Grove  Church,  Ohio.— March  7  we  held 
our  quarterly  council.  All  passed  off  pleasantly. 
Some  letters  of  membership  were  granted.  We 
elected  delegates  to  District  and  Annual  Meeting, 

and  Superintendent  and  Assistant  Superintendent 
for  our  Sunday  school,  which  will  begin  with  next 
quarter.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  2,  at  10 
A.  M.  The  singing  school,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Studebaker,  of  Flora,  Ind.,  and  referred  to  in  our 
former  communication,  proved  to  be  interesting 

and  profitable.  —Jacob  Coppock. 

Rock  Creek  Church,  111.— March  7  we  hsld  our 
quarterly  council.  Considerable  business  came 

before  the  meeting  but  all  was  disposed  of  in  a 
Christian-like  manner.  We  elected  our  delegates 

to  District  and  Annual  Meetings.  Bro.  D.  E.  Ger- 
des  will  represent  our  church  at  Annual  Meeting. 

We  also  organized  our  Sunday  school  which  is  to 
commence  the  first  Sunday  in  April.  Our  church 
has  been  somewhat  reduced  by  quite  a  number  of 
members  moving  away,  but  we  still  will  try,  by  the 

help  of  the  Lord,  to  hold  up  Christ's  glorious  ban- ner.—/. W.  Grater,  Malvern,  III. 
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North  Webster,  Ind.— The  Tippecanoe  church, 
Kosciusko  Co.,  Ind.,  held  a  series  of  meetings  from 
Feb.  16  to  27.  Bro.  H.  H.  Brallier,  of  Pierceton, 
Ind.,  did  the  preaching.  We  had  good  meet- 

ings, large  attendance  and  good  attention,  yet 
no  immediate  accessions,  but  we  hope  that  the 

good  seed  sown  will  bring  its  fruit  in  due  sea- 
son. We  closed  on  account  of  muddy  roads  — 

Daniel  Rothenberger,  Feb.  2p. 

Trinity  Church,  Va.— Eld.  Samuel  Driver,  of 
Barren  Ridge,  Va.,  came  to  us  Feb.  16,  and  com- 

menced a  series  ot  meetings  at  Trinity  church, 

Cook's  Creek  congregation.  The  first  few  nights 
the  weather  was  very  cold,  and  congregations 
small.  As  the  meetings  progressed  the  interest 

increased.  The  meetings  closed  March  3,  with 
four  additions  by  baptism  and  four  applicants. 

Others  were  almost  persuaded.  —  Mary  E.  Sho- 
uialtcr. 

Notice. — Those  who  expect  to  attend  the  Dis- 
trict Meeting  of  the  District  of  Southwestern 

Kansas  and  Oklahoma,  by  rail,  should  come  to 
Seward,  Kans.,  over  the  D.  M.  &  A.  R.  R.,  as  no  ar- 

rangements will  be  made  to  meet  any  one  at  other 

points.  Trains  arrive  at  Seward  from  the  East,  at 

3  o'clock  P.  M.;  from  the  West  at  9:  50  A.  M.;  only 
two  trains  daily.  The  place  of  meeting  is  two  and 
one-half  miles  northwest  of  Seward.—/.  E.  Barn- 
hart,  Great  Bend,  Kans,,  March  11. 

North  Star,  Ohio.— Our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held  last  Saturday,  March  7.  There  was 

a  good  attendance  of  members.  All  passed  off 
with  a  spirit  of  love,  but  two  dear  souls  separated 
themselves  from  the  church.  One  letter  was 

granted,  and  one  was  added  to  the  church  by  let- 
ter. Bro.  William  Howe  was  received  back  into 

the  church.  Bro.  N.  D.  Groff  was  elected  as  dele- 

'  gate  to  Annual  Meeting.  Brethren  J.  R.  Halladay 
and  Franklin  Martin  were  elected  delegates  to 
District  Meeting.  We  set  the  first  Sunday  in 

April  to  organize  our  Sunday  school. — Emma  Groff, 
March  9. 

Osage  Church,  Kans.  —  Our  quarterly  council 
prior  to  District  and  Annual  Meeting  was  held  to 
day,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Andrew  Neher,  presid 
ing.  Two  were  received  by  letter.  Bro.  E.  M 
Wolfe  was  elected  delegate  to  District  Meeting 
Bro.  J.  H.  Neher,  alternate.  We  also  elected  one 

delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  No  queries  go  to 
District  Meeting.  The  church  made  a  call  for  the 
Ministerial  Meeting  next  fall,  which  was  granted. 
The  church  also  made  a  call  for  District  Meeting 

for  the  spring  1897.  Brotherly  love  seemed  to 

prevail  during  the  meeting. — Salem  Beery,  McCune, 
Kans.,  March  7. 

Lower  Stillwater,  Ohio.— Considerable  business 
came  before  our  quarterly  council  in  February,  but 
was  pleasantly  disposed  of.  A  Sunday  school 
to  be  conducted  in  each  of  our  churches  under  the 

joint  superintendency  of  Bro.  David  B.  Miller 

the  writi-r.  The  spring  term  will  begin  about  the 
last  Sunday  of  March.  Feb.  15  Bro.  D.  S.  Filb: 

began  meetings  in  our  upper  house,  continuing 

until  Tuesday  evening,  March  3.  The  weather  was 

very  disagreeable  the  first  week,  but  a  good  inter- 
est was  awakened,  and  continued  to  grow  with  thi 

continuation  of  the  meetings.  As  an  immediate- 

result,  five  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. — L.  A 
Bookwalter,  Trotwood,  Ohio,  March  4. 

Goshen,  Ind.— The  Goshen  church,  Ind.,  had  a 
pleasant  council-meeting.  Much  business  came 

before  the  meeting,  which  was  all  adjusted  pleas- 

antly. Certificates  were  read  of  fifteen  members- 
three  from  Florida.  Bro.  George  Swihart,  th 

presiding  elder,  reported  his  pastoral  visit.  His 

work  was  much  appreciated  by  the  members.  He 

was  engaged  in  the  work  for  forty-one  days.  He 
found  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  members 

In  that  number  are  fifty-one  sisters  whose  hus- 
bands do  not  belong  to  the  church,  and  eight 

brethren  whose  wives  do  not  belong.  He  found 

thirty-one  widowed  sisters  and  thirteen  brethren 

who  are  widowers.  Forty-three  members  are  sin- 

gle. Such  visits  are  a  help  to  any  church.—/.  H. 
Miller,  March  10. 

Bro.  Daniel  Snell 
at  the  White  Branch 

earnestly,  closing  the 

xx  precious  souls  were 
me  forward  this  even- 

Logansport,  Ind.— Could  some  of  our  readers 
tell  us  of  Brethren  living  in  Norfolk,  Princess 
Anne,  or  Nansemond  Counties,  V2..I— Allen  A.  Ober- 
lin,  503  Michigan  Ave.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Oak,  Illinois.— Bro.  Solomon  Bucklew,  of  Can- 
ton, 111.,  came  to  us  Feb.  29  and  continued  meet- 
ings until  March  6.  The  members  were  revived, 

as  we  only  have  meetings  every  four  weeks.— Clara 
Skidmore,  March  7. 

Springfield  Church,  Ind.— We  met  in  council 

March  7.  All  business  was  adjusted  pleasantly. 
Our  love  feast  will  occur  June  19,  at  3  P.  M.  We 
decided  to  reorganize  our  Sunday  school  the  first 
Sunday  in  second  quarter.— C.  A.  Hubcr,  March  10. 

Woodland  Church,  111.— Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  March  4.  All  business  was  disposed  of 
pleasantly.  Bro.  Michael  Flory,  of  Girard,  111., 
was  with  us.  Bro.  D.  E.  Eshelman  was  re-elected 

Superintendent  of  Sunday  school.  Bro.  Conrad 

Fitz  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting 
Three  who  had  wandered  away  came  back  to  the 

fold—  Lydia  Waller. 

Nettle  Creek,  Ind.— Feb. 

began  a  series  of  rr 
house.  He  has  lal 

meetings  this  evenii 
baptized.  One  appl 

ing  and  will  be  baptized  at  our  meeting  next  Sun 

day.  Others  were  almost  persuaded.  —  Emme 
Moore,  Hagcrstown,  Ind.,  Feb.  25. 

Mill  Creek,  N.  C— Our  series  of  meetings,  con 
ducted  by  brethren  Geo.  C.  Bowman  and  C.  H 
Diehl  commenced  Feb.  22  and  continued  til 

March  4.  During  the  meetings,  fourteen  preciou 
souls  were  baptized.  We  have  two  more  applicant: 
for  baptism.  Others  were  seriously  impressed 
The  church  has  been  built  up.  Attendance  and 
interest  were  good.  Services  were  held  most  0 

the  time  day  and  night. — G.  B.  Sanders,  Clover 
Polk  Co.,  N.  C,  March  6. 

Middlebury,  Ind. — This   is  another   Lord's  Day 
and  we  are  again  blest  on  every  hand,  both  te 

porally  and  spiritually.     To-day  our  Sunday  schoo 
being  reorganized  for  the  summer  term.     We  ha 
had  a  good  Sunday   school   this   winter,   although 
the  attendance  was  not  so  large  part  of  th 

We   expect   to  hold   a  protracted  meeting 
near  future.     Brethren  C.  Shrock  a 

to  do  the  preaching.     Our   prayer 

cess   of   the   church   at   home   and   abroad !- 

Zimmerman,  March  8. 

Abilene  Church,  Kans. — We  met  in  qu 

council  March  7,  at  our  churchhouse  at  Na' 
Everything  passed  off  harmoniously.  We  de 
to  hold  an  election  for  one  minister  and  two  d 

cons  at  our  love  feast  May  9  and  10.  We  i 

have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school;  also  social 
Bible  reading  every  Sunday  evening,  which, 

hope,  may  do  some  good.  Last  Sunday  we  w 
made  to  rejoice  to  see  our  aged  brother,  Dai 

Hollinger,  able  to  be  at  meeting  and  preach  to 

He  took  for  his  subject,  "Jesus,"  and  preached 
excellent  sermon,  although  he  had  not  attempted 

to  preach  for  nearly  three  years. —  T.  H.  Davis, 

Donegal,  Kans. 
Walnut  Church,  111. —  March  4  we  closed  a  very 

interesting  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 

M.  Flory.  He  came  here  Feb.  18,  and  began 

preaching  the  same  evening.  Considering  the  un- 
favorable weather  the  meetings  were  well  attended. 

Besides  the  two  who  had  previously  applied,  three 
more  were  made  willing  to  follow  the  Savior.  The 

last  two  sermons  were  preached  in  the  Disciple 
church  in  Astoria.  The  house  was  crowded  to  its 

utmost  capacity  both  evenings.  March  3  the  mem- 
bers met  in  council,  Bro.  M.  J.  McClure,  our  elder, 

being  present.  All  business  was  disposed  of  in 
love  and  charity.  Two  letters  of  membership 

were  granted.  Five  members  were  received  by 
letter.  Bro.  J.  H.  Baker  was  chosen  delegate  for 
Annual  Meeting;  Bro.  Daniel  Hollinger,  alternate. 

Our  Sunday  school  Superintendents  were  elected 

as  follows:  Walnut,  Bro.  Jonas  Beck;  Astoria,  Bro. 
Abe  Lind.— Maltie  Davis,  Astoria,  III.,  March  6. 
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Dayton,  Ohio.— March  S  Bro.  D.   D.  Wine  was 
with  us  and  gave  us  an  excellent  discourse.     One 

received  by  letter  and  two  by  baptism.— Elmer 
Wombold,  March  0. 

Washington,  Kans.— A  series  of  meetings,  held 
by  the  home  ministers,  closed  Feb.  28.    Thirteen 

ions   were   given.     Much   good   was    done    by 
e  meetings,  in  the   spiritual   strengthening   of 
members  and  the  opening  of  some  new  possi- 

bilities,  showing    us    what    might    be    gained    by 
rnest  thought  and  labor.— Lizzy  Gauby,  March  5. 

McComb,  Ohio.— The  District  Meeting  of  North- 
western  Ohio   will    be    held    in   the   Sugar     Ridge 

hurch  April  17.     Missionary  meeting  will  be   held 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  previous.     Those  coming 
over  the  Nicklc  Plate  will  stop  at  Shawtown.     The 

only  trains  stopping   there   are  due   10:  36  A.    M., 

going  West,  and   4:33  P.  M.,  going    East.     Those 
coming  from  the  West  on  morning  train  will  be  met 
at  McComb  on  the   16th  by  notifying   the  under- 

signed.    Those  coming  from  the  South  will  be   met 

at  Leipsic  the  16th. —  E.  H.  Roscnbcrgcr,  March  9. 

Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.  —  Bro.  S.  S. 
Beaver,  of  McAlistervillc,  Pa.,  commenced  a  series 
of  meetings  at  the  Mohler  meetinghouse  Feb.  15, 

continuing  until  the  evening  of  March  3.  He 

preached  one  sermon  on  Sunday  morning  in  Me- 
chanicsburg  and  another  in  Shepherdstown.  On 

Tuesday  morning,  the  last  day  he  was  with  us, 
he  preached  at  the  Mohler  meetinghouse,  where 
there  were  seven  penitent  applicants  for  baptism 

who  were  baptized  in  the  afternoon.  There  is  an- 
other applicant  for  baptism,  and  others  almost 

persuaded. — Henry  Bcclman,  Dilhlnirg,  Pa.,  March  4. 

Belleville,  Kans.  —  The  members  of  this  con- 
gregation met  in  quarterly  council  March  7.  Most 

of  the  brethren  and  sisters  were  present  and  we 

had  a  good  meeting.  Eld.  C.  S.  Holsinger  was 
elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting,  and  Bro.  C. 

F.  Daggett  to  District  Meeting.  One  dear  sister 
was  received  by  letter.  Bro.  William  Lugenbeel, 
of  the  east  arm,  was  with  us.  He  f;ave  us  two 
good  sermons  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  Eld. 

Holsinger  held  a  week's  meetings  in  the  bounds  of 
the  east  arm  of  this  congregation  recently,  assisted 
by  his  colaborers.  By  request,  they  preached 

mostly  doctrine,  which  has  caused  some  to  study 
their  Bibles.  We  much  appreciate  the  Messenger 

coming  to  us  on  Saturday  evening  instead  of  Mon- 

day.— Louisa  J.  Williams. 

Ingram,  Okla.  T. — I  began  meetings  at  Ingram, 
Feb.  24,  and  continued  until  March  4.  I  held  ten 

meetings  and  one  council.  The  interest  and  at- 
tendance were  good  throughout.  There  were  two 

applicants  for  baptism,  quite  young  in  years. 

They  will  be  received  by  baptism  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. This  mission  point  was  established  about 

two  years  ago,  and,  as  the  church  had  no  resident 
minister,  they  decided  to  elect  two  brethren.  The 
lot  fell  on  brethren  W.  P.  Brouse  and  I.  Forney. 

They  now  have  two  ministers  and  one  deacon, 
and  a  membership  of  eighteen.  The  writer  visits 
them  once  a  month,  giving  them  three  meetings. 
Bro.  I.  F.  Betts,  of  Chandler,  O.  T.,  was  with 

us  during  part  of  the  meetings,  and  preached  two 

very  interesting  sermons.—/  Appleman,  March  6. 

Polo,  Mo. — Bro.  J.  E.  Ellenberger  just  closed  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  M.  E.  church  here.  He 

spoke  on  the  ordinances  of  the  church  as  the  Word 
teaches.  His  audiences  were  comparatively  large 

and  very  attentive,  composed  principally  of  mem- 
bers of  other  denominations.  The  interest  was 

good.  Judging  from  the  urgent  request  for  Bro. 
Ellenberger  to  speak  to  them  in  the  future,  we 
think  much  good  has  been  done  Our  quarterly 
council  at  the  Oak  Grove  church  passed  off  very 

pleasantly  last  Saturday.  We  shall  reorganize  our 

Sunday  school  next  Sunday.  We  use  the  Breth- 
ren's Sunday  school  supplies.  We  shall  be  glad 

to  welcome  earnest  Brethren  locating  in  our  vi- 
cinity, and  will  answer  any  inquiry  concerning  this 

country.  The  writer  came  last  November  and  is 

pleased  with  the  country  and  people. — M.  E.  Stair, 
March  0. 
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Sevastopol,  Ind. — The  members  of 
the  Beaver  Dam  congregation  met 
March  7  in  quarterly  council.  Much 
business  came  before  the  meeting 
which  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian 
manner.  Delegates  were  elected  to 
both  District  and  Annual  Meeting. 

Our  elder,  Samuel  Leckrone,  was  pres- 
ent.—/. E.  Warren,  March  7. 

North  Manchester  Church,  Ind. — 
This  church  met  in  quarterly  council 
March  5.  Much  business  of  interest 

came  before  the  meeting.  The  work 
was  disposed  of  in  that  spirit  of  love 
which  should  characterize  all  Chris- 

tians. Not  an  unkind  word  was  said. 

The  church  petitions  for  Annual  Meet- 
ing in  1S97.  One  dear  soul  was  re- 

ceived into  fellowship  by  baptism 

since  our  last  report. — D.  C.  Cripe, 
March  S. 

Roseland,  Nebr. — The  Silver  Lake 
church  met  in  first  quarterly  council 

March  7.  One  sister  was  received  by 
letter.  The  church  decided  to 

two  Communions  this  year,-- the  first 

April  25,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
iness  that  came  before  the  church  was 

disposed  of  in  a  Christ-like  spirit. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  in  a  prosperous 

condition.  We  use  the  Brethren's 

Quarterlies  and  "Song  Book." — Tllem- 
as  F.  Evans,  March  7. 

Beatrice,  Nebr, 
tinue  in  Beatrice. 

good  confession  and  others  are  expect 
ed.  The  church  is  not  strong  here,  bu< 
has  some  earnest  workers.  Most  of 
the  churches  have  had  enthusiastic 

meetings,  with  fine  music  and  much  to 

attract.  Our  simple  methods  do  not 
attract  those  who  simply  want  to  be 

,  entertained,  yet  they  do  some  good. 

The  boys'  and  girls'  meetings  on  Sun- 
day afternoons  have  also  touched  so 

hearts.^/.  E.  Young,  March  p. 
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March  9,  having,  in  all,  twenty- 
soul-cheering  sermons.  Ten  came  out 

on  the  Lord's  side  and  confessed 
Christ.  Our  elder,  Jesse  Stutsman, 
conducted  the  meetings.  He  did  his 

part  well  by  earnestly  contending  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the 

saints.  Much  good  was  done  by  the 

meetings  in  the  spiritual  strengthen- 
ing of  the  membership  and  opei 

up  of  some  new  possibilities,  showing 
us  what  might  be  accomplished  by 
earnest,  united  work. — G,  W.  Minnich March  p. 

-»OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLED- 

Frank  Leslies  Pleasant  Hours  for  Boys  and 
ir/s,  an  illustrated  monthly  for  the  young 

for  February,  is  full  of  interesting  read- 
ng  and  suggestive  illustrations.     Published  at 
[2-44  Bond  Street,  New  York. 

Foil 

fleet  ings  con- 

The  Monthly  Illustrator,  (published  at  149- 
53  Leonard  Street,  New  York),  for  March  is 
n  our  desk.  As  a  work  of  art  it  is  among  the 

best.  The  illustrated  article,  relating  to  a  trip 
across  the  mountains  of  Lebanon,  is  more  than 
ordinarily  interesting. 

The  Treasury,  E.  B.  Treat,  publishi 
vays  well-filled  with  fine  religious  thought,  but 
he  March  issue  is  rather  more  than  ordin; 

'The  Helpers  in  Africa"  will  be  read  with 
)rofit,  while  the  well-illustrated  essay,  entitled 
1  Methodism,"  causes  one  to  wonder  what 
night  have  been,  had  John  Wesley,  when  a 
mall  boy,  not  been,  at  the  1: 
ued  from  a  burning  building. 

Upper  Cumberland  Church,   Pa- 

■ince  our  last  report   from  this  plac 
there  \v ere  thirteen  r nore  added  to  the 
church by    baptism making,    in   all, 

twenty- nine  since  Ne w  Year's.    At  this 
writing there  are  se /eral  more  appli- 
cants, and    many    n lore    are    halting 
betweer two  opinion s.     The  Lord  has 

been  working  mightily  among  us,  and 
is  still  working.  We  deeply  feel  the 

loss  of  our  brother,  Albert  Hollinger, 
who  is  leaving  us  to  go  to  the  mission 

field  in  Washington  City.  May  the 
Lord  be  with  him  in  the  great  work  be- 

fore him!—/.  E.  Hollinger,  Mooredale, 
Pa.,  March  J. 

Campbellsville  Church,  Ky.  —  A 
short  series  of  meetings  was  conduct- 

ed by  the  writer  at  one  of  our  places 
of  regular  meetings,  in  a  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  churchhouse.  Nine  serv- 

ices were  held.  Mostly  doctrinal  sub- 

jects were  treated.  One  man  was  bap- 
tized. He  had  previously  held  to  the 

Baptist  church.  We  closed  with  a 

children's  meeting,  with  good  attend- 
ance and  much  appreciated  by  all 

present.  We  kindly  extend  a  wel- 
come to  members  who  think  of  locat- 

ing where  land  is  cheaper  and  the  cli- 

mate milder.  If  you  write,  please  en- 

close stamp.—  A.  S.  Culp,  March  j. 

Potsdam,  Ohio.— The  members  of 
the  Ludlow  church,  near  here,  have 

not  had  a  series  of  meetings  for  two 
years.  Our  home  ministers  concluded 

that  we  could  have  a  meeting  of  our 
own.     We  began  Feb.   18  and   closed 

Frank  Leslie's  Popular  Monthly  is 
well  filled  with  matter  both  interesting 
structive,  but  the  issue  for  February 
more  than  ordinarily  attractive  on  ace 
the  space  given  to  the  ancestors  of  General 
Lee.  This,  the  first  chapter  of  the  series,  is 
profusely  illustrated  and  well  written.  A 
Roman  Festa,  relating  to  Italy,  even  from  a 
historical  standpoint,  is  full  of  interest.  Pub 
lished  at  42-44  Bond  Street,  New  York. 

"  The  Holy  Spirit,  the  Paraclete." — A  study 
of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  man.  By 
John  Robson,  D.  D.,  Aberdeen,  Scotland. 
Cloth,  !2mo.  262  pp.  S1.50.  New  York:  Funk 
&  Wagnalls  Company. 

While  we  do  not  consider  the  author's  1 
respecting  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  to  be  always 
sound,  yet  we  pronounce  it  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  profitable  works  on  the  sub- 

ject that  we  have  examined.  It  will  pay  any 
Bible  student  to  give  it  a  second  careful  read- 

ing, Like  most  late  writers  on  the  subject, 
the  author  holds  too  much  to  the  abstract 
Holy  Ghost  doctrine,  but  the  careful  reader 
can  overlook  that  part  for  the  other  informa- 

tion contained  in  the  work.  The  book  may  be 
ordered  from  the  Messenger  office. 

-MATRIMONIAL- 

BRUBAKER-PUGH.-At  Wabash,  I 
March  4,  1896,  by  Mr.  Charles  Little,  Brc 
H.  Brubaker,  of  West  Alexandria,  Ohio, 
sister  Mollie  E.  Pugh,  of  North  Manche 
Ind-  H.  M.  Barwic 

•  •  FALLEN ,  ASLEEP 
"  Blessed  arc  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lore 

EBY.— In  the  Baugo  congregation,  St.  Jo- 
seph Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  21,  1896,  Elizabeth  Eby, 

wife  of  Jacob  Eby  Junior,  aged  39  years,  7 
months  and  16  days.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Wenger.  She  leaves  a  bereaved  husband  and 
eight  children.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Old  Mennonite  church.  Funeral  services  con- 

ducted by  C.  Shaum,  of  the  Mennonite  church 
and  the  writer.  H.  M.  Schwalm. 

SIMMONS.— In    the   Pipe   Creek    church, 
id.,  March  2,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth  A.,  wife 
Bro.  George  W.  Simmons  and  daughter  of 

ro.  John  D.  and  sister  Lavina  Klepinger, 
aged  31  years,  6  months  and  21  days.  De- 

ceased was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Miami  County! 

Ind.,  in  the  spring  of  1870.  She  united  with 
the  church  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  She 
was  married  to  her  beloved  husband  July  19, 

1885.  Sister  Lizzie  was  a  noble  and  kind- 
hearted  woman.  Shortly  before  her  demise 
she  called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed 
according  to  James  5.  She  leaves  a  husband 
and  three  little  children,  besides  parents  an< 

brothers.  Funeral  services  by  Brc 
Daniel  P.  Shively,  assisted  by  brethren  G 
Keller  and  D.  H.  Long,  from  Luke  23:28. 

W.  B.  Dailey. 

FOSNAUGH— In  the  Roann  church,  Ind. 
March  3,  1896,  Bro.  George  H.  Fosnaugh,  agec 
78  years,  8  months  and  8  days.     Funeral  dis 
course  by  Eld.  David  Neff,  from  Matt.  24:44. 

Joseph  John. 
HAUGER.— In  the  Danville  church,  Ohio; 

Feb,  28,  1896,  Reuben  Hauger,  aged  78  years 
7  months  and  23  days.  He  was  married  tc 
Hannah  Lydic,  Sept.  I,  1839.  To  them  were 
born  ten  children.  Three  of  them,  with  his 
companion,  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world. 
He  united  with  the  Brethren  church  in  1860, 
and  lived  faithful  until  his  work  was  com- 

pleted. Funeral  services  took  place  on  Sun- 
ly  morning  in  Buckeye  City,  by  the  writer, 
am  Acts  13: 36.  C.  J.  Workman. 

JACOBSON.— In  the  Libertyville  congrega- 
tion, Jefferson  Co.,  Iowa,  Feb.  27,  1896,  Mary 

Etta,  daughter  of  Bro.  G.  F.  and  sister  Hannah 
Jacobson,  aged  18  years,  3  months  and  15  days, 
About  three  years  ago  she  professed  religion, 
living  a  consistent,  religious  life.  Funeral 
services  conducted  March  I  by  the  writer. 

Abraham  Wolf. 

BABYLON.— At  her  home,  near  Westmin- 
ster, Md.,  Feb.  z,  1896,  sister  Caroline,  wife 

of  Bro.  Emanuel  Babylon,  aged  66  years  and 
7  days.  Sister  Babylon  died  very  suddenly 
i  heart  disease,  while  her  husband  was  ab- 
ent  from  home  holding  a  series  of  meetings. 
She  leaves  three  grown  children.  Funeral 

t  the  Meadow  Branch  church,  by 
Eld.  Uriah  Bixler  and  others,  from  Ps.  17: 15. 

Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 

BARNHART.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Ap- 
panoose church,  near  Centropolis,  Kans.,  Feb. 

25,  1896,  Cora  Z.,  daughter  of  Bro.  Isaac  and 
sister  Lucinda  Barnhart,  aged  3  months.  Fu- 

neral discourse  by  Bro.  Charles  Yearout,  from 
Matt.  19: 14.  James  T.  Kinzie. 

KEESEY.— In  the  East  Codorus  church  Pa. 
Feb.  15,  1896,  sister  Lizzie  (Feigley),  wife  of 
Bro.  Michael  H.  KeeseyL  aged  33  years, 
months  and  ig  days.  She  was  a  consist' 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  sixteen 
years.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  three  chil- 

dren. Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Christiar 
Ness  and  Bro.  Joseph  Long,  from  Phil  pp.  1 
33,24.  Kate  H. 

was  killed  by  a  runaway  team  June  22  187ft 
Thus  he  was  bereft  of  all  his  family  but  his 
oldest  daughter,  who,  with  the  tenderest  care 
watched  over  her  father  in  his  declining  years 
Bro.  Wohlgamuth  was  a  faithful  and  devoted 
member  of  the  church  about  forty  years  and 
lived  an  exemplary  Christian  life.  He  re- 

membered the  mission  work  of  the  church, 
and  did  not  forget  the  needy.  During  a  re- 

cent severe  illness  he  was  anointed.  The 
last  sickness  that  closed  his  earthly  career 
lasted  about  thirty-nine  hours.  He  frequent- 

ly told  us  in  his  last  years  that  he  was  free 
the    world 

Eld.    L.  %. 

patiently   awaiting 

is    heavenly    home. e  conducted 

from    Philpp.    1:21,  by 

to    many    sympathizing 
M.  A.  Dickey. 

SOWERS.— At  Dunlap,  Kans.,  Feb.  19,  1896, 
nfant  son  of  P.  E.  and  N.  I.  Sowers,  aged  g 

d  9  days.    After  about  five  months  of 
■me   suffering  the  welec 

band.  Funeral  services  w« 
Bro.  G.  W.  Weddle  at  the  ho: 

JOE 

ne  messenger  of 
join  the  angelic ■e  conducted  by 

ie  of  the  parents. 

*  G.  Sargent. 

FULLER 

Johnson  Co.. Fuller,  aeec 

EIKENBARY.— Near  Markle,  Ind. 
30,  1896,  Bro.  John  S.  Eikenbary,  aged  64 
3  months  and  16  days.  He  was  a  < 
Joseph    Eikenbary,    He    leaves    a    wif 
ght  children.  His  disease  was  cancer 
iroat,  from  which  h 

Jan. 

011    of 

His  affliction  was  great, 
of  the  Brethren  church. 
Iro.  Daniel  Shidler. 

COOPER.- 

ir  of  the 

He  was  a  member 
Funeral  services  by 

Mary  Rabbe. 

Within  the  bounds  of  the  Mc- 
hurch,  near  Bridgeport,  Kans.,  Jan. 
sister   Mary  Ann   Cooper,  aged    75 

years,  11   months  and   16  days.    She  was   a 
mber  of  the  Baptist  church  for  many  years, 

only  uniting  with  the  Brethren  in  May,  1893. 
The  writer  was  with  her  during   the  last  of She 

praye: 

last  words  w 

leaves  a  husband  and  eight  f  hildi 
1  conducted  by  Eld.  A.  M.  Dickey  from  Job 
4:  '4.  Mary  C.  Adams. 

WOHLGAMUTH.-In  the  Rome  church, 
Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  at  his  late  residence  in 
Carey,  Feb.  21,  1896,  Bro.  Jonas  Wohlgamuth, 

of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the 

,  aged  8!  years,  2  months  and  8  days. 
Deceased  was  bom  in  York  County,  Pa.,  Dec. 

810.  He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Bisel)  Wohlgamuth,  and,  with  his  par- 
ents, moved  to  Ohio  in  1815,  locating  in 

Wayne  County.  He  was  married  March  22 
833,  to  Susanna  Aker.  This  union  was 

blessed  with  two  daughters  and  one  son.  He, 
th  his  family,  moved  to  Wyandot  County, 
lio,  in  1846.  His  companion  %vas  called  to 

her  better  home  Dec.  28,  1866.  His  youngest 
daughter  died  Jan.  28,  1867,  and  his  only  son 

-In  the  Maple  Grove  church, 
Kans.,  March  1,  1896,  Bro.  Frank 
48  years,  2  months  and  25  days. 

He  united  with  the  church  last  October  and 
departed  in  the  triumph  of  a  living  faith.  He 
leaves  a  wife  and  three  children.  Services 
by  H.  F.  and  I.  H.  Crist.  I.  H.  Crist. 

NEFF.— In  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  20,  1896,  sister  Cath- 

arine Neff,  aged  38  years,  10  months  and  2 
days.  She  leaves  a  father,  two  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  Her  mother,  one  sister  and  one 
brother  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  She 
was  afflicted  several  years  with  cancer,  and 
had  two  operations  performed,  yet  could  not 
be  cured.  After  much  suffering  she  was  re- 

lieved by  death.  She  was  anointed  a  few  days 
before  her  death.  Funeral  services  by  Eld. 
John  Smith.  TOSIAH  Eby. 

BAKER.— Near    Hartford,    Cal.,    Feb.    25, 
806,  of   consumption,    Ida    (Kepner)    Baker, 

aged  31    years    and    7    months.     From    early  „ 

youth  the  deceased  was  an  earnest  and  faith-       ̂  ber  of  the  Brethren  church.  While 
living  in  Chicago,  111.,  she  was  closely  and 
actively  connected  with  the  mission  work 
there.  There  was  much  for  which  she  wished 

to  live,  but  she  expressed  herself  as  being 
ready  to  go  whenever  the  Lord  called  her.. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  P.  S 

MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Middle  District  of  Missouri. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Minis- 
terial Meeting  of  the  Middle  District  of  Mis- 

souri, to  be  held  in  the  Mineral  Creek  congre- 
gation May  6,  1896: 

1.  "How  can  we  best  Improve  on  our  Pres- 
ent System  for  Raising  Home  Mission  Funds  ? " —J.  M.  Mohler,  I.  Cripe. 

2.  "  What  are  the  Lawful  Mediums  of  Pow- 
er through  which  the  Church  Accomplishes 

her  Work,  and  how  can  we  Best  Guard  or 
Control  those  Mediums?"— M.  T.  Baer,  S.  M. 

Eby. 

"The   Minister  as  an    Example    to    the 
Flock."— D.  M.  Mohler,  Amos  Wampler. 

"  How  can  we  Make  the  Services  at  our 

Love  Feasts  most  Instructive  and  Edifying?" D.  Bowman,  R.  S.  Rust. 

5.  "  Is  it  Advisable  for  the  Home  Ministers 
hold  Series  of    Meetings?    Why    or   why 

ot?"— George  Lentz,  James  Campbell. 

6.  "  How  can  the  Church  Get  the  Sisters  to 
xercise  in  the  Prayer  Service  Following  the 

Examination  Service  at  our  Love  Feasts?  "   
Levi  Mohler,  Josiah  Lehman. 

7.  "  How  far  is  Sunday  Visiting  Allowable?  " John  Hougendougler,  Bur  Breshears. 

8.  "  What  is  the  Design  of  and  how  may  we 
Learn  to  Appreciate  the  Disciplinary  Meas- 

of    the   Church?"— Fred.    Culp,   Joseph Brubaker. 

"The  high  Character  and  deep  Significa- 
of  the  Baptismal  Covenant,— how  to  Im- 

ss  it  more  Fully  on  the  Minds  ot  our  Mem- 
5."— J.  W.  Brooks,  Thomas  Simmons. E.  E.  John,        ) 

J.  A.  Byerly,    f  Committee. 
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^ANNOUNCEMENTS  ** 

,5C=:==?wstrict  
HEETINQS. 

h  9H  District  Meeting  of  California  and  Ar
lzt 

Mnrci\;,\;k-mlora   "'eetmghous 
"{..iri-li.  riiliiornla. 

,    qoutlitrn    Harriot    of  I». 
M"'1    ;,;    ,.hui>'h.  ui.'iir    Arcadia. 

^'ll;  Ministerial  iiH'Hth.etL.KUttyMlow. 

il  1  Middle  District  of  Indiana,  Mexico  church, 

lli  '  t  8  A,  m ..  District  Meeting  of  Northeast- 
Kansas 

ot  Meeting  of  the  Second  Dlu- 
f  Virginia  in  the  Mt.  ZI011  church,  Page 

istrlct  of  Maryland  in  the  Long  Meadow 

t  0:30  A,  M.,  Eastern  District  of  Mary- 
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he  Covint 

in  the  Ar- 
ilton     I'.i. 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 
For  26  oents  w 

nt  size  package 
>und  (horb  form) 

miles  southwe 
Dr.  16  and  1 
trlct  <>' 

A1,ril '^1. land. 

1  I'tjUi'-il 
eting  i 

.    r)i  -U     District    r.i    Norlliwcstcni    Kansas    lint 
Ap  Northern  Colorado,  at  Portis,  KanB.,  in  the  M 

,„rii  "i>    District    Meeting   of  Northern   lllinoli 

nnd"     Wisconsin,     in     the    Waddam's    ^Groyi 

'Uiwia.atKayeUevllle 

n>l  il'al'l'i  Creek  church,  CI; 

id  postpaid  a  full  H 
Liver   Syrup   Com. 

:.  the  medical  proper 

>f  a  full  size  (1,00  bottle  of  Vlotor  Liver  Syrup 
1  March  1, 1804,  we  make  a  special  low  oiler  t< 
who  wish  to  try  Vlotor  Remedies.    Write  nov 

a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
and  a  Frederick  Almanac  for  1696,  now  ready, 

very  truly, 

Our  Publications. Brethren's  Settlement,  Howard  Co.,  Ind. 

Children  at  Work.    Weekly;  well-illustrs 

ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

s.niiln'i  11  Ohio,  in  the 

,  Jlarke  Co.,C    - i  in*  iliiy  be  Core  at  'i  P 
)  Co.-Ohlo.    The 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

Furnishing  Win 
pies,  Ratchets,  Netting,  1 
and  Automatic)  Gates,  etc,  to 
tomers.    Write  as  far  prlaen  and  catalogue. 

THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 

1  P.  M.,   Kansas   ivnh .    Kit of  Lyonii,  RiceC 
a,  at  4  P.  M.,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 
[6,  nt  3  P.  M.,  Monitor  church,  Kans. 
Ifl  and  17,  at  2  P.  M..  Napervllle  church,  III. 
17,  at  *  P-  M„  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 
l!)  and  "20,  at  l  P.  M.,  Cherry  Grove  church, 
irroll  Co.,  111. 
29,  at  3  P.  M.,  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Jefferson  Co., 

Hand  7,  Rich  Ian.  I  Hiuivh.  it  I  sis  tor  Kendalls's, 

H  and  7,  at  1  P.  M„  Panther  Creek,  Dallas  Co,, 

6,  at  10  A.  M.,  Wichita  church,  Kans.,  near 

12  at  10:  SO  A.  M.,  Mississinewa  church,  Dela- 
nre  (o.,  1ml.,  ul    Union   Urove  chimh  ium.-f, 
,rc.'  miles  w.st  of  shideler. 
17  and  IS.  at  4  P.   M.,  Indian  Creek  church, 
axwell,  Story  Co.,  Iowa. 
27,  at  10  A.  M.,  New  Haven  church,  Gratiot 

•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦ « 

fflfae  i(mt  or  mc 
^)ne  month  (4  t 

AGENTS,  READ  THIS! 
WE  want  agents,  male  and  female.  In  a  llgh 

a  (6  a  day.    People  come  to  yonr  house  for  1 
omethlng  that  is  wanted  by  every  man,  woina 

olalm  for  it.  It  retails  for  5  oents,  10  cents  and  ! 
i;  100  per  cent  profit  to  you,  and  a  nice  stei 
er  watch  or  calendar  clock  or  an  alarm  wato 
the  goods  (a  novelty  for  agents).  Send  : 
stamp  for  wainple,  etc.,  or  25  cents  for  ado/.e 
lies  that  retail  for  60  oents.    We  deliver  a 

goods  prepaid.    Address:  Roso  Jelly  Co.,  New  Mi< 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 

weekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brelh 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  011I5 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pe: 

Possession,  March,  1896,  If  : I  soon.    Other  fan 
M.F.  Brand, 

All  About  Western  Farm  Lands, 

"Co 

Belt " 

the 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 

ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  nnnum   I    S° 
20  copies  to  one  address,  3  months      1  70 

trated  monthly  newspaper  published  by  the 

Chicago  Burlington  &  Quincy  K.  R.  It  aims 
tj  give  information  in  an  interesting  way  about 

the  farm  lands  of  the  West.  Send  twenty-five 

cents  in  postage  stamps  to  the  Corn  Belt,  209. 
us  Street,  Chicago,  and  the  paper  will  be 
to  your  address  for  one  year. 

New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 

Cattle  With  Horns 
ARE  DANGEROUS, 

periodicals  will   be  s Samples  of  c 
)n  application.        

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 

ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 

terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 

and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 

throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 

keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  year   3S  cents 

20  copies  and  over   3Ji  coats  each 

Tliouaanils 
rice.  75  ccnti 
1  the  United 

TJTJBBEL'S Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 

for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 

neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 

folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

.usands  of  our  people  are  alive  to  the  need  of  more 

study.  Bro.  C.  E.  Arnold's  "Normal 
Studies  on  the  Life  and  Ministry  of  Christ,"  and  "  Mani- 
fold  Chart  of  Christ's  Ministry,"  are  two  superior  helps. 
For  a  clear  yiew  of  Christ's  life  and  ministry  they  are  in- 
valuable. 

;  these  helps  with  1 

A  Few  Opinions. 

nich'no  Bible  stink-nt   <:■ afford  to  be 

3  without 

You  have  done  a  grand  good  work.— Atdine  S.  Kieffer, 
Editor  Musical  Million,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Book  and  Chart  may  be  used  together  or  separately. 
Chart,  about  3  it.  by  4M  ft.,  mounted  with  roller  and 
moulding  and  bound  with  tape.  Price,  75  cents;  book. 
flexible  cloth,  40  cents;  both  together,  Si.    All  prepaid. 
An  Agent  wanted  now  in  every  congregation.  Liberal 

terms  offered.    Address: 

BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  CO., 
Mt.  Morris,  III 

Map  of  the  United  States. 

E,  handsome  Map  of  the  United  States,  i 
litable  for  office  nr  home  1 

daily  ndapted  for 

rops  ol  wheat,  outs,  barley  and  all  kinds  of  grain, 
egetnbles  and  potatoes  in  great  abundance 
best  quality.  The  markets, 

ge  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  at. 

r  shipping  of  grnin  belngouly7« 

Paul, ) 

1  of  t 

airle  wind  01 

cluslvely  for 

purchase  of S 

1  lands   1b  set  a; 

t  to  exceed  J16.0 
1   >::iuhi  -. 

For  further  Information  apply   to   the  ownei 
'taeo.  F.  Koch,  176  E.  8d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  or, 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 

604  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

ExolUBlve  Brethren  Agont. 

.  iKc 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 

in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 

Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 

1  Four  Designs, 
size  8x11, 

r  Designs,  \ 

)  Landscape  and  I-'l I  Embossed  Flower 

■vers  and  Landscape,  si/..'  '.I.jxiil;;,  . 
Is  and  Landi>cftpulBl/.e:i,1--a-\i)J<t, .  .  ■ e  Scenery,  sine  3Jfx5J4   

ZERO  CREAMERY  CO..  PERO.  IMP 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

I4S  to  153  Dearborn  St.    
   S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

Thta  hotel  I.  centrally  locate
d,  end  the  meet  re.pect- J.Von.e  0.  It,  da-  1'^Z.Z^Z'Z: 

^;^n"?»n.c«'. ««-  -*—•  "* 
olisi  PMienger  Elevator, 

000  "The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards, 

825^  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3", 

Scripture  Test  llckuts,  red  or 

When  ordering  cards  be  s 

ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods 
tised  here. 

flexible,  red-edge,  per  do 

Olasa  BookB,  per  c 

1,  with  flnee 

,  pictorial  chi 

Other  Helps.-We  are  prepared  to  famis
h 

Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  a
nd 

Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  writ
e 

befoie  ordering  elsewhere. 
Address, 

lire,  no 

pay." 

Retail  prli b.  is  col 

BP0 

bottle 

11  tlic 
C.  C.  C 

e  Is  no  agent  In 
oiler  at  once;  don £l 

■ill'.J 

"s„e< 

lie  Kll 

i   hn  .- 

™i».' 

Add, 

>,Ud-.ay|nj) 
lenied) 

loced 

nto  ever, 

S 
E.  DU8BEL&CO.,  Pr 

as 
?«*.!. 

Mcpherson  college, 
McPHKRSON,  KANSAS. 

"AHTMBNTSi-L'ollnglat,!,  Normal,  I'mpuni- 
Coiiiineralal,  Stenography,  Typo-wrltlng, 

cat,  aud  Biblical.    Spring  Term  begins  April 

The 
3oard 

loma 

lone. 

The 
ndth 

No mnl  D 

a  and  Its  couis 

Ight  students 
demand, 

re  all  specialists 

ognlzcd  by  the  State 

leads  to  a  State  Dl- oach    in    one  County 

in  their  departments 

Stud E 
m'.i'l 

eral lust  any  time  and  find  clas 
s«co 

m 

si 
St, 

™<°" 

:i 

McPh 

colleges  ol  the 

ekson  College McPhcrsoD, Kani, 

Planting  Trees 
In  February  at  Dos  Falos  Colony,  Cal. 

'"I'.l'iM.n'ii'g 

vegelnblos  to  plant 

SEED  POTATOES 
an  furnish  No. 
;    Seed    Potatoes, 

Address:  THEO,  HE1PLE. 



TSIB    GOSPEL    MBSSEiraBH/- 

Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

If  You  Are  Going  to    North    Dakota    thii 
Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 
Foster  Counties;  for 

ABSOLUTELY    PURE 

r*  ANNOUNCEMENTS' 

Ohio. 
May  «  and  10,  Abilene,  Ka 
May  lfi,  at  3  P.  M.,  Oak 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

,    M.,  Hickory  Uro< 

tuii-theust  of  ljliiwui.nl 

im>,  Hock  ton,  Pa. 

i  Spring   District,  Be- 

OF   INTEREST  TO   HOME 
SEEKING   BRETHREN. 

Manchester  College.... 

  The  Bible  School. 

:  Collegiate,  Pro- 
rolal,  Shorthand 
He,  Penmanship, 

Ouu  School:    Facilities  are  excellent,  c 

j  pin 

.vhk-h 

these 

iy  public  schools, 
urchesof  all  denominations 

ALL 
The  Colonies  of  Brethren  in 

North  Dakota  are  Lo- 

cated along-  the Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 

And  that  the  Undersigned  will 
be  glad  to  answer  all  inquiries 
concerning 

FREE 
Government  Lands,  subject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 

^"Brethren  and  others  who  contemplate 
joining  our  colony  this  spring,  will  please  write 
me  and  1  will  be  glad  to  advise  them  regarding 
freight  and  passenger  rates. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 
A  solid  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  i title Htitt ft i- 

Sfflroi  or  Stcl  'V1'-     f*""]'"!'/    <"*"'"'■   
tha° 

Jf  CounS  Prfo '  i  rtrowo^MumfactS 
dress,  W.  A.  DlCK!-.\.  Nta.i.  Miami  Lu.,  lud.  itf. 

You  Need  It ! 

Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10   Cents. 
Rates  to  Agents, 
this  Office. 

Special Address 

Everybody  who  h 
sending  for  a  10-cent 
QUICK  CORN  CURE 

'BBEL'S  DOUBLE 

npion  of  all  reme- 
)  remove  Coras,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

ike  all  you  have?    The  first  application  atopi 
n  and  two  or  three  applications  remove  thf 
It  is  one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  Its  ktnc 
Isoovered— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suf- 
n  Corns,    Sent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  a  dlmt 
oents.  In  stamps.    Order  at  once  and  dlsposi 
r  Corn.  Or,  on  reoelpt  of  25  cents  will  send  bj 
:  lo-oeat   DOX  0f   Corn  Cure  and    a   25-oent 

bottle   of  DUBBEL'S    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS 
e  Liver  and  Bowels,  the  best  little  Pill  to  i 
nstlpstlon.    Agents  wanted   In  every  local 

rite  Quiok  for  territory  and  terms.    Address 

to  be  sold  exclusively  to  the  Brethrer 
agreed  to  give  land  for  n  site,  and  flv 

hundred  dollars  towards 
for  the  use  of  the  Brethro 
The  prices  asked  for  th 

s  than  any  one  else  i 

a  chu are  from  J8  to 

en,  with  only 

t  better  prices 

nd  I  willihelp 

Breth.ern's Plain  Clothing 
excuse  for  any  member  of  i 
church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 

i 

There  i 
the  Brethi 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it, 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we 
our    clothing,    measuring    blanks, 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  wi., 
sent  on  application.     Our  rules  for  self!  \ 

understand  them. 
We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  i 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 

are  reasonable.     Address, 
Phillipson  Clothing  Co,, WARSAW,  IND.  4 

t  selection,  and  assist  j 

;  passenger  and  freight   rates. 
you  have  investigated.    Write C.  W.  MOTT, 

1  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R 

Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  t 

liable  Commentary  have  now  been 

duced  to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,  -  S4.0C 

Half  Leather,  two  volumes,  -  -  4.5c 

Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -        -  5.0c 

Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  Co, Mt.  Morris, 

Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents, 

Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  FreesortJIuT.'! 

Carpenter  Wanted! 

PROt.    |I->SE  BEERy-S 

►Colt  Training. 

Homeseekers' 
Low-Rate  Excursion 

.    I'llkutu  mid 

Here  Again  for  1896 

C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  too  pages  8xio 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.    Printed  on 
best  quality  oi  paper.    It  is  really  the  hncst  book  ol  its 

blished.    Price,  is  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 

MAKER, Fre, .U.S.A. 

WAYNE  COUNTY  HEED 

POLAND-CHINAS 

Tuesday,  April  7th, 
Tuesday,  April  21st, 
Tuesday,  May  5th. 

r  local  agent  a 

'  good  for  SO  days  for  re 
s  chance  to  visit  Millo,  Lncs 
?s,  Minnesota. 
!••  undersigned  when  yol 

the  depot  In  Minneapolis, ictropolls  of  the 

tVI-l,    r 

other  dates  can  get 

ralily,  reduced  rates, 
n  all  points  between 

hicago  and  Missouri  River,  by  writing  a  few  days 
jfore  they  wish  to  start  to Theo.F.Koch,  170 Third 
i reel,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  or GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 

Exclusive  Brethren  Agent. 

t4  504  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

■ 
liscellaneous   Books 

Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 

:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Have  You  Sorrow  and  Trouble? 

Kidney  Tonic 

\",T*Jr; 

'•■  I.  liy  ( ■„  . 

,  j.  II,  |.i!.,' 

CATARRH  INHALER 
FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 

one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  and 

s  in  the  Head.     It  gives  instant  relief. 

J8fif*Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 

It  glv ._ 

day  as  a  trial  you  may  s 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  hut  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 

DR.  JH>.  j.  worst, 
Patent  applied  lor.  ASHLAND,  OHIO- 



The  Gospel  Messenger. 
"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil.  1 :  17. 

Vol.  34. Mount  Morris,  III.,  March  28,  1896. 

The  Gospel   Messenger, 
Futllsned  Weekly,  at  SI. Co  per  Annua,  By 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

EDITORIAL. 
Items   i( 
Brumbaugh's  Glimpses  lrom  Foreign  Travel.    No.  37,   

The  Standing  Committee   
Editorial  Gleauings  in  the  Orient.    No.  13   

POEJRY-  • 
What  is  Home?    By  Gertrude  A.  Flory,   

The  Carpenter's  Son.    By  Myra  Goodwin  Flantz, .  .  .-   

ESSA  Y  DEPARTMEN  T- 
The  Token  ol  Authority.    By  S.  Z.  Sharp   
Out— In.— Deut.  6:  23.    By  M.  N.  Quinter,       
"  The  Lord  our  Rigl.teousness."-Jer.  23: 6.     By  S.  N.  McCann  .  . 
Systematic  Scripture  Study.    By  J.  D.  Haughtelin   
Napoleon's  Tomb  at  Paris,   

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL- 
Lesson  Light  Flashes   

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  - 
Notes  lrom  the  Chicago  Mission.    By  Lizzie  Howe   
The  Sultan  of  Turkey.   
How  to  Keep  a  Sunday  School  Goiug.    Selected  by  Lizzie  G.  Hi 

GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT.- 

Mission  Receipts  for  February,  1896   
Importance  ol  Missionary  Work.    By  Adria  Beahm   

HOME  AND  FAMILY.- 
Bv  Howard  Miller   

J.    By  Fheuc  B.  Moore   
D.  C.  Burkholder   

Selected  by  Lizzie  G.  Hummer   

A  touching  incident  is  related  in  connection 

with  the  late  war.  A  young  man  was  tenderly 
attached  to  his  sister,  his  only  relative.  Her 

young  husband  entered  the  army  and  so  did  the 
brother.  The  husband  was  killed  and  the  brother 

was  taken  prisoner,  but  the  sister  saw  in  the 

papers  her  brother's  name  among  the  dead.  Left 
alone,  as  she  thought,  in  the  world,  she  wandered 

from  place  to  place,  supporting  herself  as  best 
she  could.  The  brother,  released  from  prison, 

made  repeated  efforts  to  find  his  sister,  but  failing, 

in  every  instance,  to  learn  anything  concerning  her, 

he  gave  her  up  as  dead.  A  few  weeks  ago  he 
united  with  the  Disciple  church  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 
His  name  was  read  among  others  before  the 
church,  and  to  his  amazement  a  woman  walked 

up  to  him,  threw  her  arms  about  him  and  kissed 
him.  It  was  his  long-lost  sister.  They  had  lived 
on  the  same  street  for  five  years,  and  probably 

had  passed  each  olher  a  number  of  times  during 
that  period,  and  were  now  brought  together  by 

the  reading  of  the  name  in  public.  Two  souls 
were  filled  with  joy,  and  the  entire  congregation 

was  deeply  affected.  What  joy  there  will  be  in 
heaven  when  the  saints  shall  meet  and  be  made 

known  to  each  other!  In  this  world  they  are  sep- 
arated by  death,  but  in  heaven  they  shall  meet 

and  greet,  being  bound  together  by  ties  of  love 
stronger  than  death. 

complishment  of  that  end  we  hereby 

ttional  Conference,  to  be  held  in  the 

Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  22d 

the  general  conviction  that 

With  a  view  to  the  1 

vite  you  to  attend  a 

City  of  Washington,  01 

and  23d  of  April  next,  to 
such  a  system  of  arbitration  should  be  speedily  provided  for 

by  the  proper  authorities  and  with  the  most  comprehensive 

application  practicable. 
It  is  earnestly  desired  that  all  parts  of  the  country  should 

be  fully  represented  at  this  Conference,  and,  in  order  that 

this  may  be  assured,  a  similar  invitation  has  been  sent  to 

representative  men,  irrespective  of  party  or  creed,  in  every 

State  and  Territory  in  the  Union,— the  combined  membership 
of  the  two  houses  of  Congress  being  taken  as  a  general  basis 
of  numbers  and  apportionment. 

Assuming  that  you  share  our  belief  as  to  the  importance  of 

the  end  proposed,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  in  this  communi- 
cation to  enter  into  an  extended  statement  on  the  subject. 

By  repeated  acts,  as  well  as  by  repeated  declarations,  our 

government  has  appeared  before  the  world  in  advocacy  of  in- 
ternational arbitration,  as  a  measure  conformable  to  our  own 

interests  and  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  as  well  as  to  the 

cause  of  general  justice  and  civilization.  To  this  effect 

patriotism,  philanthropy,    statesmanship    and    religion    have 

In  confining  the  present  movement  to  the  promotion  of  ar- 
bitration between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  we  are 

not  unconcerned  [or  the  wider  application  of  the  principle 

involved.  But,  taking  into  consideration  the  importance  and 

the  value  of  practical  results,  it  has  seemed  wise  to  concen- 
trate our  immediate  efforts  upon  the  attainment  of  a  perma- 

nent system   between   the  two  great    English-speaking  peo- 

For  further  particulars,  address,  C.  P.  Daly,  No. 

II  West  Twenty-ninth  Street,  New  York  City. 

^EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY ^- 

One  of  the   fashion   papers,   published   in   New 

York,  says:  "  Dead  birds  are  worn  this  winter  chief- 
and  girls  and  thoughtless 
But   the  most  unfortunate 

:h  ornaments  —if  ornaments 

:  worn  by  some  women  pro  • 
n  will  Christianity  lift  peo- 

:  of  thinking  and  living?    To 
ruel.     It  is  a  crime  against  the 

ly  by  frivolous 

women   of  all  sorts." 
thing  about  it  is  that  su 

they  dare  be  called, — ai 
fessing  godliness.    Wh 
pie  to  a  higher  pi 
wear  a  dead  bird 

birds  themselves  and  the  God  who  made  them. 

While  the  birds  may  have  no  soul,  women  ought  to 
have  soul  enough  to  discountenance  such  cruelty. 

Probably  the  most  ungrateful  man  in  the  Unit- 

ed States  is  Russell  Sage,  the  New  York  million- 
aire. One  does  not  like  to  thus  speak  unkindly 

of  people,  but  this  man  deserves  sharp  rebukes 

from  every  quarter.  Four  years  ago  a  lunatic  at- 
tempted to  take  the  life  of  Mr.  Sage  by  hurling 

a  dynamite  bomb  at  him  in  his  office.  When  he 

saw  his  danger,  Mr.  Sage  seized  one  of  his  clerks 
and  held  him  in  front  of  him  as  a  shield.  Mr. 

Sage  escaped  unhurt,  but  the  clerk  was  severely 
injured,  and  for  a  time  it  was  thought  he  could 

not  recover.  During  the  clerk's  sickness  he  re- 
ceived neither  sympathy  nor  aid  from  the  great 

millionaire,  though  he  is  a  poor,  hard-working  man. 
The  clerk  finally  brought  suit  for  damages,  and 
the  last  trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  S4O.O0O.  But 

Mr.  Sage  continues  to  fight  the  case,  and  will  do 

his  utmost  to  keep  the  man,  who,  probably,  saved 
h's  life,  from  getting  one  cent  for  all  of  his  seven 
months'  intense  suffering  in  the  hospital.  It  is 
hard  to  believe  that  a  civilized  man  could  he  so 

ungrateful.  And  yet  this  is  hardly  to  be  corn- 
Pared  with  the  conduct  of  the  sinner,  who  puts 

°ff  accepting  pardon  year  after  year,  though  ment  between 

Christ  died  that  he  might  live.  |  arbitration. 

RELlSbOUG  persecution  in  Russia  is  far  more  gen- 
eral than  most  American  readers  think.  The  es- 

tablished religion  of  the  empire  is  that  of  the 
Greek  Church,  and  this  is  the  only  faith  that  seems 

to  be  protected  by  law.  In  moral  and  spiritual 
tone  it  is  probably  very  little  better  than  the 

Roman  Catholic  religion.  While  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  sects  in  Russia,  and  some  of  them  are  be- 

coming quite  strong,  they  are  confined  almost 

wholly  to  the  common  people.  They  have  ar- 
rayed against  them  the  civil  authorities,  the  Greek 

priests  and  the  saloon-keepers.  The  latter  feel 
that  their  business  is  at  stake,  for  these  sects  us- 

ually oppose  drinking.  The  priests  endeavor  to 
keep  them  from  reading  the  Bible,   and  in  their 

presenc 

'ill  even   tear   up   the    New   Testa 

and  in  many  instances  persuade  the  people  to  de- 
stroy every  Bible  they  can  find.  The  priests  fear 

to  have  the  masses  read  the  Scriptures.  In  order 

to  keep  the  good  will  of  the  priests  and  the  sa- 
loon-keepers, the  civil  authorities  persecute  these 

well-meaning  religious  people,  and  refuse  to  ar- 
rest or  hinder  those  who  destroy  their  property. 

Many  of  the  leaders  of  the  religious  sects  are 
banished  to  Siberia  and  other  desolate  regions. 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  the  hand  of  persecution 
rests  heavily  upon  the  common  people  of  Russia, 
who  desire  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  thereby  be 

led  to  improve  their  spiritual  and  moral  co 
tion.  Russia  needs  more  advanced  ideas  on  ci 

zation  and  religious  liberty. 

Our  people  have  always  stood  opposed  to  war, 
and  in  favor  of  arbitration.  It  will,  therefore,  be 

gratifying  to  them  to  learn  that  a  number  of  the 

leading  men  in  this  country  have  issued  a  call  for 
a  convention  to  set  in  motion  influences  that  will 

result  in  establishing  a  permanent  system  of  ar- 

bitration between  the  United  States  and  Great 

Britain.     Below  we  give  the  call  in  full: 

Dear  Sir:— A  wide-spread  desire  has  been  manifested  both 

„  the  United  States  and  in  Great  Britain  for  the  establish-
 

'   t  permanent  system  of 
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And  nov, 

wish,  but 
land  of  civilization 
visit  we  were  made 

apprehensio 

E    LAND   OF    EGYPT. 

re  in  it, — not  in  dream, 

lity    and    in    person, — th 

to fancy  or 

:  oldest 

the  world.  About  this 

ntertain  some  unpleasant 
f   the    cholera    being    in 

part  of  the  country  near  our  intended  visits, 
and  had  already  carried  off  by  death,  some  eight 

hundred  of  the  inhabitants,  yet  there  were  no  cas- 

es directly  in  our  way,  nor  in  places  and  cities 

of  our  prospective  visits. 

After  breakfast,  and  about  7  o'clock,  we  landed 
in  the  City  of  Port  Said.  This  is  a  place  of 

some  forty  thousand  inhabitants.  It  owes  its 

prosperity  to  the  Suez  Canal,  is  largely  European, 
and  of  but  little  historical  note.  Therefore  we 

shall  not  give  space  in  describing  it,  more  than 

that  it  is  beautifully  located,  has  pleasant  surround- 
ings, some  fine  streets,  large  hotels  and  puts  on 

modern  airs.  If  its  present  prospects  be  realized 

a  bright  future  is  in  store  for  it.  Just  what  the 

possibilities  are  we  did  not  have  time  to  see  or 
learn. 

After  a  short  visit  in  this  place,  we  took  passage 

by  railroad  for  Cairo.  The  first  forty  or  fifty 
miles  we  run  almost  due  south  alongside  of 

the  Suez  Canal  to  Ismailia,  through  a  barren  and 
desert  country,  inhabited  only  by  a  few  people, 

and  these,  we  suppose,  employees  of  the  railroad 
at  the  different  stopping  places;  so  there  is 

but  little  attraction  by  the  way,  except  the  canal 

and  the  ships,  etc.,  as  they  pass  and  are 

passed  along  the  way. 
At  Ismailia  we  stopped  for  dinner.  The  accommo- 

dations are  not  good  and  the  place  has  but  few 

attractions.    During  the    building  of    the    Canal, 
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it  was  quite  prosperous.  At  the  completion,  a  co
l- 

lapse came,  but  afterwards  it  regained  some  of 

its  lost  popularity.  After  leaving  this  place,  the 

road  takes  a  westward  direction,  and  soon  we  enter 

the  "  Land  of  Goshen,"  which,  with  the  "  Valley  of 

the  Nile,"  forms  the  garden  spot  of  the  world  in 
fertility  of  the  soil  and  beauty  of  location. 

Because  of  our  study  and  teaching  in  Bible  His- 

tory, this  land  had  special  interest  to  us,  and  when 

we  heard  of  the  cholera  being  in  the  Delta  of  the 

Nile  at  Damietta  and  surrounding  villages,  we 

were  fearful  ihat  the  plague  would  get  so  bad 

that  a  quarantine  would  be  made  against  us  en- 

tering, and  thus  frustrate  our  long- cherished  wish 

of  seeing  and  passing  through  the  country,  once 
the  home  of  Father  Jacob  and  his  descendants. 

When,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  we  were  per- 
mitted to  enter,   a  feeling  of  satisfaction  came  to 

that seldom  ex 

:  passed  thr 
:  kept  busy  i 

of  it, 
serienced.  For  fifty 

ough  the  very  heart 
n  contrasting  what  is  now 

seen  here  and  how  it  was  when  inhabited  by  Is- 
rael. Of  course  thousands  of  years  bring  many 

and  often  very  important  changes  to  a  country. 

But,  because  of  the  extreme  conservativeness  of 

oriental  life,  we  presume  that  the  changes  here 

have  not  been  so  great  as  they  have  been  in  many 

other  countries.  "And  Pharaoh  spake  unto  Jo 

seph,  saying,  Thy  father  and  thy  brethren  are 
come  unto  thee.  The  land  of  Egypt  is  before  thee; 
in  the  best  of  the  land  make  thy  father  and  thy 

brethren  to  dwell;  in  the  land  of  Goshen  let  them 

dwell." 

that  it was  well 

land  sui able  for 
As  it  « as  then, 

where lundreds 
t  down 

in  green 

ward    a 
id    west- 

h,   there was  but 

h   of   th 5  land   is 

,  wheat 
tobacco 

is   cut 
up   into 

for 

ceedingly      low    and 
wants  are  very  few, 

they  have  aspirations 
show  it.     Life,  to  them, 

of   drudgery,— all   work 
sowing,   hoeing,    gath 

nal-like,    so    that    their 

of  them,  but  little.  If 

better  life,  they  fail  to 

a  continued  experience 

10    play.     It    is    hoeing, ,    watering, 

This  was  good    news   to    Father  Ja 

as  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  he  saw 

watered   and    a   goodly  land,— a 

his  people,  his  flocLs  and  herds. 
so  much  of  it  is   now,— in   grass 

and  thousands  of  flocks  could  "1 

pastures  and  by  the  still  waters." 
As   we   looked   southward,    ea: 

ward,  as  far  as  vision   could  rea< 

one    long,    extended   plain.     Much 

now  irrigated  and  farmed  in  corn 
and   cotton.     The   whole   country 

sections   and    lands   by    irrigating    canals.     These 

canals  and  sub-canals  are  full  of  pure,  sweet  water, 

and  the  lay  of  the  country  is  such  that,  with  the 
hoe   or   the    foot,  the  watering  can  be  done  with 

ease  and  as  rapidly  as  desired.     Then  the  climate 

is  such  as  to  exactly  suit  a  predatory  and  pastoral 

people. 
There  always  had  been  to  us,  a  mystery  about 

the  tent-life.     In  our  varied  experiences  in  eastern 
travel,  much  of  this  has  been  cleared  away.  Such 

a  life  is  more  of  a  possibility  in  countries  where 
summer  lasts  all  the  year  round,  than  in  more 
northern  climes.  In  this  land  Israel,  for  faith 

and  obedience  was  blessed  and  prospered, — for  sin 
and  disobedience,  was  oppressed  and  enslaved. 

Because  of  their  sins,  the  Lord  came  to  their  res- 
cue and  delivered  them.  Though  the  farming  of 

thousands  of  years  has  sapped  this  soil,  yet  it  is 

a  goodly  land,  and  were  the  towns,  cities  and 

country  to  be  filled  with  God's  people,  an  earth- 
ly Paradise  it  would  be. 

As  we  passed  along,  we 

work,  gathering  the  last  ru 
the  tobacco  fields,  and,  in  a 

crops  of  barley  and  corn  \ 
The  corn  is  small  eared,  hard 

as  if  it  would  keep  in   good 

time.  In  this  land  of  Goshen  there  are  no  indica- 
tions of  what  we  would  call  home  or  farm  life. 

The  workers  of  the  soil  live  in  small  village  huts, 

built  of  sun-dried  brick,  or  in  tents  clumped  to- 

gether without  any  order  or  reference  to  conven- 
ience or  beauty.  For  the  beautiful,  this  people 

seem  to  have  no  taste,  either  about  their  persons 

or  their  surroundings,    Their  ideas  of  life  are  ex- 

saw    the    natives 

i   of  cotton,   some 

few  places,  the   late 
^ere    being    gathe 

and  flinty,  and  Ic 
condition  for  a  1 

aking  the  round  continual  and 

unending,  the  year  in   and  the  year  out.     To  this 

they   have   become    accustomed,   and    expect  and 

look  for  nothing  else. 
VALLEY   OF   THE    NILE. 

And  now  we  leave  the  Goshen  of  Israel  for  the 

Valley  of  the  Nile,  and  near  Cairo,  the  great  Me- 
tropolis of  Egypt.  Here  we  have  another  change 

and  a  new  experience.  As  we  approach  the  city, 

much  of  the  country  is  yet  under  water,  as  we 

struck  the  time  of  the  receding  of  the  Nile,  back 

into  its  banks,  from  the  annual  overflow.  But  as 

we  are  now  entering  the  city,  we  will  speak  of  this 
at  another  time. 

As  we  leave  our  coaches,  we  are  surprised  to 

find  here  a  fine,  large  depot,  with  all  the  modern 

appurtenances  added  thereto.  Then  we  are  be- 
sieged with  a  score  or  more  of  the  most  persistent 

hotel  runners  that  we  had  to  encounter  anywhere 

during  our  travels,  and  this  is  saying  much,  as  all 

European  hotels  mean  business.  It  may  be  truly 

said  of  the  stranger  who  enters  this  city  without 

knowing  where  to  go,  "that  he  suffereth  vio- 
lence and  the  violent  take  him  by  force."  They 

swoop  down  upon  you  like  a  gang  of  hungry 
wolves,  and  with  arguments  as  soft  as  butter  and 

as  sweef  as  honey,  determine  to  convince  you  that 
the  hotel  which  they  represent  is  the  veiy  best 

and  cheapest  in  the  city. 

Fortunately  for  us,  we  were  booked  for  the  Ho- 
tel Khedivial  and  were  at  once  taken  in  charge  by 

their   representative,   conducted  to  their   carriage, 

and  in  a  very  short  time  were  landed  in  front  of 

our   Cairo    home.     Expecting   to    remain    several 

weeks,  we  were   anxious  to  get  a  desirable  place, 

and   we   were   not    at   all     disappointed.     Located 

northeast  of  the  Ezbe   Kiyeh  Garden,  in  the  cen- 

tral part  of  the  city,  and  fronted  by  the  business 

square,  we  were  in  position,   not  only  to  conven- 
iently take  in  the  city,  but  from  our  room  window 

study  the  business  ways  and  the  manners,  customs 
and  costumes  of  the  people.     To  say  that  this  is 

an  interesting  privilege  don't   express  it.     Oriental 
life  is  always  a  curiosity  to  those  unaccustomed  to 

it,   and   though    we   had   seen   much   of   it   before, 

on  getting   to   this   place,   we  were  none  the   less 
interested,   because   here   we   had    new  forms  and 

combinations  of  it  as  affected  by  the  religion  and 

habits  of  the  people.     At  the   door  and  near  by, 

from    early   morning  to   the   midnight   hour,  were 

horses,    carriages   and   drivers   awaiting   your   exit 

and    pleasure,   and   you  could    not  get  outside 

the    door   without   being   accosted   and  invited  to 

take  a   ride.     Alongside   of   the  pavements,  in  all 

public  places,  all  the  day  long,  were  standing  and 

waiting,  scores  of  donkey  boys  with  their  donkeys, 

ready  to  have  you  get  astride  "  Bismarck,"  "  Mary 

Johnson,"    "Yankee  Doodle"    or  any  other  name 
that  might  strike  your  fancy.     As  soon  as  seated 

in  the  saddle  you  were  off  at  a  gallop,  a  donkey 

boy  running  behind  with  pointed  stick,  urging  the 

long-eared    nag   forward.     In  these    rides  there  is 

seldom  a  let-up  in  speed,  as  the  driver  prides  him- 
self  in    making   things   go.     And,    with    all    defer- 

ence to  the  beauty  of  the  animal  and  the  melody 

of  his  voice,  we  greatly  enjoyed  our  donkey  rides, 

and  we  could  not  help   but   fall  in  love  with   the 

docile  and  patient  little  fellows.     They  are  largely 

used  by  tourists  and  the  business  men  of  the  city, 
Both  men  and  women  ride  them,  and  the  oddest 

sight  is   to    see   the   veiled    Mohammedan   women 

sitting  astride  these  donkeys,  galloping  at  break- 
neck speed, 

Oriental  women  have  no  use  for  lady  side-sad- 

dles, as  they  always  ride  astride,  the  same  as  the 
men.  But  until  you  get  accustomed  to  seeing  it, 

the  sight  is  a  ludicrous  one,  and  you  are  made  to 

wonder  why  they  do  not  fall  in  with  what  we  are 

made  to  believe  is  the  more  graceful  style. 
Another  very  interesting  sight  to  the  tourist, 

is  to  be  seen  in  the  early  morning,  as  the  laboring 

class  from  the  surrounding  villages  and  encamp- 
ments come  to  the  city  to  spend  the  day  and  see 

the  sights.  They  are  family  visits,  as  the  whole 

household  comes  together.  The  outfit  is  a  donkey 

and  cart.  This  has  two  wheels,  and  on  it  a  long 
bed  or  platform,  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  long,  and, 

perhaps,  three  wide.  This  is  made  after  the  lad- 

der style,  two  wooden  side  pieces  with  rungs  be- 
tween. On  these,  boards  are  fastened,  that  form 

the  bottom.  The  platform  is  all  bottom  and  no 

sides.  To  this  the  donkey  is  fastened  by  long 

shafts,  reaching  forward  over  the  donkey, — head 
and  all, — so  cumbersome  in  size  and  appearance, 

that  you  would  think  that  these  alone  are  enough 
to  bear  him  down.  But  on  the  cart  is  the  whole 

family  of  women  and  children,    as    in   some  cases 
more  wives,  and  to 
each  other,  they  all 

one  and  the   same 

the  men  have  four,  five 

keep  them  on  good  terms 
have  to  be  taken  togeth 
time. 

Morning  after  morning  we  saw  scores  of  these 
cartload  families  come  to  the  city,  and  be  it  said 

to  the  credit  of  the  husband,  he  always  walked 

alongside  of  the  donkey.  There  may  have  been, 

however,  two  reasons  for  this  strange  oriental 

sight.  The  one,  out  of  respect  for  his  family,  the 

other,  to  get  out  from  among  the  family.  The  lat- 

ter would  be  the  better  thing  to  do  for  an  Ameri- 
can husband  so  encumbered  with  wives.  But  cus- 

tom and  religion  make  law,  and  so  questions  of 

right  and  propriety  are  settled.  h.  b.  b. 

-ESSAYS, 

WHAT  IS  HOME? 

What  is  home? 

Is  it  the  place  with  rural  charm, 

The  pleasant-sloped  and  well-tilled  fan 
Where  every  season  brings  a  store 

Of  good  things  to  the  owner's  door, — Is  this  home? 

What  is  home? 

Is  it  a  granite  mansion  grand, 
With  wealth  and  ease  on  every  hand, 

Where  trials,  poverty  and  pain 

Have  never  reveled  in  their  reign, — 
Is  this  home? 

What  is  home? 

Is  it  a  cottage,  planned  for  rest, 
Among  the  trees  where  songsters  nest, 
And  fill  the  place  throughout  the  year 

With  choral  strains  of  trust  and  cheer,- 

Is  this  home? 
What  is  home? 

Is  it  the  house  to  care  unknown, 

Where  sorrow's  shadow  is  not  thrown 

Across  the  hearth-stone,  bright  and  wa: 

And  o'er  the  threshold  blows  no  storm,- 
Is  this  home? 

What  is  home? 

The  bliss  that  tender  ties  impart, 

The  heart  that  fully  answers  heart, 
The  deeds  that  sweet  affection  prove, 

The  love  that  lives  alone  in  love  — 
This  is  home! 

La  Porte,  Ind. 

THE  TOKEN  OF  AUTHORITY. 

BY  S.  Z.  SHARP. 

During  our  Bible  Term,  the  first  sixteen  verses 

of  I  Cor.  ii  received  the  most  searching  investi- 
gation I  ever  saw  a  portion  of  Scripture  receive  in 

my  life,    Liberty  was  granted  to  all,— church  mem- 
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uer5  and  others,— to  express  their  ideas  freely. 
The  Greek  version  was  used  as  the  basis  of  in- 

tigation,  and  the  various  translations  were  used 
aids.  The  renderings  of  commentators  were 

freely  quoted  and  probably  the  best  Greek  schol- 
ars in  our  church  were  present  to  give  us  the  ex- 
act meaning  of  each  word,  as  the  investigation 

went  on  verse  by  verse.  The  literal  meaning  of 
each  verse  was  written  on  the  blackboard,  when 
all  were  satisfied  that  the  true  meaning  had  been 
discovered,  and  was  endorsed  unanimously  by 
those  who  understand  the  Greek.  The  result  was 
such  that  the  elders  present,  and  others,  requested 
that  a  synopsis  of  it  be  sent  to  the  Messenger  for 

publication. 
The  discussion  lasted  from  an  hour  to  two  hours 

and  a  half  for  four  days,  while  more  than  a  hun- 
dred took  an  active  interest  in  it  each  day. 

Explanation  of  1  Cor.  11:  1-16. 

Verse  I.  This  verse  logically  belongs  to  the 

preceding  chapter  and  is  not  closely  related  to 
what  follows. 

Verse  2.  The  word  "  ordinances,"  original  para- 
doseis,  sometimes  translated  traditions,  means  doc- 

trines or  instructions  handed  down  by  word  of 

mouth  or  epistles.  2  Thess.  2:  15.  These  "ordi- 

nances" which  we  are  about  to  consider  are  not 
Paul's  opinions  of  what  is  expedient  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  day,  but  he  says  himself,  "  I  have 
received  of  the  Lord  that  which  also  I  delivered 

unto  you."    Verse  23. 
Verse  3.  .  Woman  is  subordinate  to  man  as  man  is 

to  Christ  and  Christ  to  God.  This  subordinate  re- 
lation of  woman  to  man  is  not  of  that  servile  kind 

as  seen  in  oriental  and  heathen  countries,  but  a 
relation  of  love,  as  that  between  the  Father  and  the 

Son,  and  between  the  Son  and  his  apostles.  "As 

the  Father  has  loved  me  so  have  I  loved  you." 

John  15:  9.  "As  the  church  is  subject  unto 
Christ,  so  let  the  wives  be  subject  to  their  own 

husbands  in  everything."  Eph.  5:  24.  "Hus- 

bands love  your  wives,"  etc.  Verse  25. 
Werse  4.  The  man  praying  with  his  head  covered 

'dishonors  his  head,  Christ.  A  man,  while  in  public 
religious  service  with  head  covered,  first  dishon- 

ors his  own  head  with  this  badge  of  servitude  after 

being  made  free  from  sin  and  the  law.  John  8:  36; 
Rom.  6:  22.  Secondly,  he  dishonors  his  head, 

Christ,  whom  he  represents:  "We  are  ambassadors 
for  Christ,"  etc.     2  Cor.  5:  20. 
Verse  5.  The  woman  praying  or  prophesying  with 

head  uncovered  dishonors  the  head  of  Iter  body,  deport- 
ing herself  as  one  unchaste.  Paul  as  emphatically 

forbids  man  to  pray  or  prophesy  in  public  with  his 

head  covered,  as  he  forbids  woman  to  pray  in  pub- 
lic with  head  uncovered.  This  fact  is  usually 

passed  over  lightly  by  those  who  are  willing  to  be 
governed  by  the  custom  of  the  times,  rather  than 
by  the  Word  of  God.  It  is  popular  for  men  to 
pray  bareheaded,  hence  it  is  not  criticised.  It  is 

unpopular  for  woman  to  have  a  "sign  of  authority 
on  her  head,"  hence  the  world  and  the  flesh  pro- 

test against  this  requirement  of  God  and  try  to 

substitute  something  in  its  place  as  they  do  sprink- 

h'ng  for  immersion. 
In  requiring  man  to  pray  with  head  uncovered, 

Paul  could  not  refer  to  the  Jewish  custom  which 

'squires  them  to  pray  with  heads  covered  as  under 

[he  law  in  bondage,  nor  does  he  refer  to  the  Jew- 
ish law  which  required  of  the  high-priest  a  special 

head  covering  while  serving  in  the  temple.  Lev. 

2I:  10;  Ex.  39:  28;  Ex.  29:  6-9;  Ezek.  44:  18. 
Verse  6.  A  -woman  who  would  appear  in  public 

Worship  and  not  have  lier  head  properly  covered  would 
deserve  to  have  her  hair  shorn  or  shaven.  This  verse 

Proves  that  Paul  could  not  mean  that  woman's 
"a>r  could  be  used  for  a  prayer-covering,  for,  if 
she  should  come  into  the  assembly  without  having 
"er  head  covered  with  hair,  how  could  she  be shorn? 

Verse  7.  A  man  ought  not  to  pray  with  head  un- 

covered, because  of  his  relation  to  God  or  Christ.  This 

Ve'se  more  fully  explains  verse  three  and  four,  as 
We"  as  2  Cor.  5:  20,    For  a  similar  reason  a  woman 

'it  not  to  pray  without  her  head  being  covered,  be- 
cause of  her  relation  to  man. 

Notice  that  this  relation  to  man  dates  from  the 
creation  of  woman  and  cannot  be  affected  by  any 
custom  or  fashion  of  society. 

Verses  8  and  9.  These  verses  explain  more  fully 
woman's  relation  to  man.  Here  Paul  concludes  his 
argument  based  on  woman's  relation  to  man,  and 
uses  his  deduction  as  the  basis  of  his  second  ar- 

gument, as  may  be  noticed  by  the  words  "  (or  this 

cause,"  by  which  his  second  argument  is  introduced 
in  the  following  verse. 

Verse  10.  A  woman,  when  praying  or  prophesying, 
should  have  "  a  sign  of  authority  "  on  her  head  because 

of  the  angels,  or  heavenly  messengers.  The  "sign  of 

authority "  in  this  verse  in  the  original  is  exousian 
from  exousia,  a  sign  of  power,  and  not  katakalnpto, 
as  used  in  verse  five,  which  has  been  used  as  a 

sign  of  subjection,— a  veil.  We  have  not  found  a 
single  case  in  the  New  Testament,  where  exousia 
means  subjection,  but  in  Matt.  9:  8  and  10:  1  it 

means  power  or  ability  to  do  something.  In  John 
10:  18  and  Acts  5:  4,  it  means  liberty  or  license.  In 

Matt.  8:  9  and  281  18,  power  vested  in  one,— author- 
ity. In  Matt.  9:  6  and  21:  23,  right,  authority, 

full  power.  In  John  I:  12  dignity,  prerogative.  In 

I  Cor.  u :  10  an  emblem  of  power,  honor  and  dig- 

nity, etc. 

This  throws  a  flood  of  light  on  Paul's  language. 
He  states  a  principle.  He  says  a  woman,  while 

engaged  in  public  prayer  or  prophecy,  should  have 
a  sign  of  power  on  her  head,  but  wisely  does  not 
state  what  that  sign  must  be.  Nations  have  had 

their  signs  of  authority,  or  ensigns,  as  far  back  as 
the  days  of  the  Israelites,  when  Moses  marshalled 

them  into  an  army.  Num.  2:  3-25.  To  be  a  sign 
of  authority,  an  article  must  be  recognized  as  such. 

A  piece  of  sail-cloth  on  the  top  of  a  ship's  mast 
would  not  be  recognized  as  a  token  of  authority. 

The  "  stars  and  stripes,"  are  so  recognized,  be- 
cause our  nation  adopted  that  emblem  as  its  en- 
sign. A  bonnet  is  used  for  protection  of  the  head 

and  has  never  been  adopted  as  a  sign  of  authority 

A  hat  is  used  for  protection,  or,  it  may  be,  to  il- 
lustrate a  worldly  fashion,  hence  could  not,  at  th 

same  time,  be  a  sign  of  authority.  Even  a  vei 
would  be  unsuitable  in  most  nations,  since  it  has 

for  ages  been  used  as  a  sign  of  subjection 
could  not  be  used  as  a  sign  of  authority  and  of 
subjection  at  the  same  time.  The  plain  white  cap 

is  not  used  for  the  protection  of  the  head  against 
cold  or  heat.  It  is  not  a  sign  of  a  worldly  fash 

ion.  It  has  no  other  meaning  except  that  fo; 

which  it  is  worn, — a  token  of  authority.  It  was 
adopted  by  the  church  for  the  purpose  it  is  used, 
as  much  so  as  the  American  flag  was  adopted  for 

its  purpose.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Word  of 
God  against  it.  The  opposition  of  the  world,  th 
flesh  and  Satan  against  the  use  of  the  plain  white 

cap,  is  only  a  strong  argument  in  its  favor. 

"Because  of  the  angels!'  Many  have  without 
good  reason  been  perplexed  to  know  what  the 

word  "angels"  here  represents.  Because  John, 
in  that  metaphorical  book,  called  Revelation,  ap- 

plies the  word  to  the  elders  of  churches,  they  think 
that  it  may  have  the  same  meaning  here,  but  it 

should  be  observed  that  Paul  nowhere  else  em- 

ploys the  word  "  angels  "  to  represent  men,  neithei 
do  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke  so  use  the  term 
There  is  not  even  a  feeble  argument  in  favor  of  the 
idea  that  Paul  means  men  when  he  says  angels. 

On  the  other  hand  the  proof  is  strong  that  an- 

gels accompany  those  who  are  "heirs  of  salvation' as  in  Psa.  34:  7;  Matt.  18:  10;  Heb    1:  14. 
Verses  II  and  12.  Although  wuman  by  creation 

is  subordinate  to  man,  nevertheless  in  Christ  Jesus 
there  is  neither  male  nor  female.  Gal.  3:  28.  Th 

idea  seems  to  be  this:  Although  woman's  relation 

to  man,  as  arranged  by  creation,  is  not  to  be  d' 
turbed,  yet  woman  may  have  power  delegated  to 

her  to  pray  and  prophesy  in  public  on  condition 

she  wears  on  her  head  this  token  of  delegated 

power,  since  in  Christ  there  is  no  distinction  
of 

sex,  while  in  nature  this  distinction  
™<> 

Verse  13.    An  app. 

■„l  1 

to  the  church  to 

sider  whether  it  is  proper  for  a  woman  to  pray
 

prophesy  with  head  uncovered.  It  being  a  fact  that 
heathen  women  served  in  their  temples  with  heads 
uncovered,  /En.  6:  48,  the  Christian  church  at 

Corinth  could  easily  judge  how  improper  it  would 
be  for  Christian  women  to  conform  to  a  heathen 
custom. 

Verse  14.  Nature  teaches  that  it  is  a  shame  for  man 
to  have  long  hair.  After  presenting  his  arguments 
based  on  the  relation  of  woman  to  man  in  creation, 

d  on  her  relation  to  the  angels,  Paul  draws  his 
third  argument  from  the  provisions  of  nature. 

Verse  15.  A  woman's  hair  is  given  her  instead  of 
that  which  is  thrown  around.  The  original  word  in 
verse  15,  which  is  translated  covering,  is peribolaion, 
from  ptriballio,  to  throw  around  one  as  a  mantle. 

A  woman's  hair  is  no  more  given  as  a  covering  for 

her  head  than  is  man's.  When  in  a  natural  posi- 
tion, her  hair  does  not  cover  her  head  as  much  as 

man's  hair  covers  his.  It  was  not  intended  by 
nature  as  a  special  covering  for  her  head,  but  for 

the  upper  part  of  her  body,  or,  as  the  original  has 

it,  for  "that  which  is  thrown  around."  Her  hair 

is  not  a  sign  of  authority,  and  never  was.  A  man's 
beard  might  be  so  construed,  a  woman's  hair  can 

not.  The  specific  purpose  of  woman's  "long  hair 

is  a  glory  to  her,"— never  a  token  of  authority. 
Verse  16.  Neither  we,  the  apostles,  nor  the  churches 

of  Christ  have  the  custom  of  contending  that  a  man 
may  pray  to  God  publicly  with  his  head  covered,  nor  a 
woman  with  her  head  uw  overed. 

It  is  evident  that  some  in  the  church  of  Corinth 

observed  the  ordinances  as  delivered  by  Paul,  and 

this  part  of  the  church  he  could  praise.  Verse  2. 
It  is  further  evident  that  some  did  not  observe  the 

ordinance  concerning  the  manner  of  public  prayer, 

and  of  observing  the  Lord's  Supper.  These  here- 
sies (verse  1 8 ),  called  forth  the  instructions  in 

this  chapter. 
DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  The  church  at  Corinth  was  out  of  order  in  re- 

gard to  the  prayer-covering  and  the  manner  of  eat- 

ing the  Lord's  Supper. 2.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  Jewish  women  and 
those  of  nearly  all  oriental  nations  to  wear  a  veil, 

kotal-alupto,  in  token  of  woman's  subjection  to  man. 
3.  The  work  and  religion  of  Christ  restores  wom- 
an again  to  the  position  she  occupied  before  the 

fall,  and  leaves  her  in  her  original  relation  to  man. 
4.  She  has  further  a  power  delegated  to  her  to 

pray  or  prophesy  in  public  on  condition  that  she 
has  a  sign  of  authority  on  her  head,  —  exousian 

echein  epi  tes  kephales. 
5.  The  woman's  hair  was  given  her  for  her  glory, 

something  thrown  around,  peribolaion,  but  never  as 

a  sign  of  authority. 

6.  The  three  words  translated  "cover,"  "power" 
and  "covering"  in  verses  six,  ten  and  fifteen   are 

correspond  to  Paul's  three  arguments  in  favor  of  a 
woman  having  a  proper  covering   on  her   head   in 

time  of  public  prayer  or  prophesying. 

McPherson,  /Cans. 

OUT— IN.— Deut.  6:  33. 

QUIi 

The  story  of  the  bondage  of  the  children  of 
Israel  is  a  story  of  pain  and  sorrow,  of  weary 

toil  and  unrewarded  effort,  of  hopeless,  fruit- 

less endeavor  for  rigorous,  unsatisfied  masters.  In- 
to this  life  God  sent  His  Word  and  a  leader  to 

summon  them  to  a  land  of  rest  and  plenty. 
The  Father  had  not  forgotten  His  chosen  ones, 
and  from  a  life  of  suffering  called  them  to  gladness 

and  peace  and  rest.  Leaving  their  bondage  be- 
hind them,  they  went  forth,  but  on  the  way 

they  murmured  of  the  hardness  and  roughness  of 

the  path,  of  imagined  dangers,  and,  forgetting  the 

suffering  through  which  they  had  passed,  remem- 
bered only  the  few  pleasures,  and  in  memory 

magnified  them.  Their  needs  were  supplied,  their 

wishes  were  granted  and  from  the  Father's  store- 
house, blessings  were  showered  all  about  them. 

Again  and  again  they  forgot  and  wandered  away 

from    the    Light   into   the    darkness.    Still    God's 
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mercy  followed  them  and,  long  afterward,  when 

they  asked,  "  What  shall  we  tell  our  children  of 

these  signs  and  ordinances?  "—among  the  words 

given  them  were  these:  "And  he  brought  us  out 

from  thence  that  He  might  bring  us  in." 

Out  of  Egypt— into  Canaan;  out  of  bondage— in- 

to liberty;  out  of  pain— into  rest;  out  of  want— 
into  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  All 

this  was  in  the  Father's  heart  to  give  them,  had 

they  followed  without  question  or  murmur.  To 

enter  into  Canaan  meant  to  go  from  Egypt,— 

the  "flesh  pots  of  Egypt."  The  "  milk  and  honey 
of  Canaan "  could  not  be  enjoyed  at  the  same 
time.  He  who  reads  this  story  to-day  judges 

harshly  the  faithlessness  and  forgetfulness  of  the 

people,  for  whom  such  great  things  had  been 
done  and  such  mighty  wonders  had  been  wrought. 

Why  could  they  not  have  trusted  and  obeyed  and 

have  been  led  directly  into  the  "goodly  land?" 
But  the  way  o.ut  of  Egypt,  through  their  own 
disobedience,  meant  to  them  the  long  wilderness 

journey,  and  how  few  of  them  all  endured  to  the 
end   and   entered   into  the   rest  of   Canaan? 

In  the  light  of  this  after-time,— are  men  any  wis- 
er to-day?  A  slavery  more  severe,  a  bondage 

more  rigorous,  a  thralldom  more  lasting  holds 
men  everywhere.  The  more  severe  the  service  of 

sin— for  this  it  is  which  holds  such  mighty,  uni- 
versal sway,— the  more  eager  and  earnest  the 

following,— a  sad  lesson  of  its  power.  He  who  fol 
lows  the  wine-cup,  he  who  defiles  the  purity  of  the 
temple— of  the  indwelling  spirit,  with  the  loul 
weed,  he  who  lends  his  b  dy,  given  pure  from 

the  hand  of  its  Creator,  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  evil  in  any  of  its  subtle  forms, — these 

"serfs  "  of  sin  are  manifest  everywhere.  Bui  these 
are  not  all  who  are  in  the  power  of  the  king 
of  evil.  He  who  allows  even  the  remotest  recess 

of  his  heart  to  be  tenanted  by  impure  thoughts,  by 

evil  desires  though  he  be  outwardly  pure  is  a 

"  servant  of  sin." 
From  this  service  of  sin  whose  "  wages  is  death, 

men  are  called  to  accept  the  gift  of  life.  He  who 
"  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him 

might  have  everlasting  life,"  and  the  Son  who  gave 
His  life  that  man  "might  have  life  and  have  it 

more  abundantly."  and  the  Spirit  through  whose 
power  the  life  may  be  received, — all  stand  pleading, 

"Come  and  ye  shall  find  rest."  With  open 
hands  and  heart  of  loving  welcome,  the  church  of 

God— His  home  in  the  world— bids  weary  ones 
to  enter  and  find  peace.  He  who  will  may  come 
and  find  a  home,  comfort  and  plenty,  and  for  the 
worn  and  tattered  garments  of  sin  may  receive 
the  robe  of  righteousness. 

"  Out" — "in" — ah,  what  do  they  not  mean  to  him 
who  has  been  rescued  and  saved— who  has  ac- 

cepted the  gift  of  life  eternal?  Out  of  darkness — 
into  light;  out  of  sin — into  righteousness;  out 
of  the  world — into  the  church:  out  of  pain — into 
peace;  out  of  toil — into  rest;  out  of  sorrow — into 
joy;  out  of  self — into  Christ;  out  of  death — un- 

to life.  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to 

the  waters."  "  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say, 
Come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And 

whosoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  waters  of  life 

freely."  "  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  for  they  shall  be  filled." 

Do  not  many  who  obey  the  "  Come  "  and  take 
the  step  out  of  sin,  linger  too  long  in  the  wilder- 

ness way?  The  Father's  children  may  live  in  a 
Canaan  of  rest  and  peace  and  joy  if  they  will.  The 
earthly  Canaan  is  an  earnest  of  the  heavenly 
Canaan;  its  joys  are  a  foretaste  of  those  that  shall 

be  everlasting.  He  whose  life  here  contains  most 

of  these  joys  is  best  fitted  to  enjoy  the  life  "  pre- 
pared from  the  foundation  of  the  world  for 

those  who  love  Him."  To  such  a  one  death  is  not 
the  exit  from  life  but  the  entrance  into  life. 

Pet  sins  like  pet  tigers,  when  young,  have  a 
strange  fascination  for  us,  but  though  their  growth 
is  scarcely  perceptible,  they  ultimately  become  so 
large  and  strong  if  not  killed  at  the  beginning,  that 
they  swallow  up  the  whole  man. 

•'  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  13:  6. 
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"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin; 

that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."  2 
Cor.  5:2.. 

HOW  THE  CHILD  OF  GOD  RETAINS  ABSOLUTE  ASSUR- 
ANCE THAT  HE  STANDS  RIGHTEOUS  AND 

HOLY,  THOUGH  WEAK. 

Since  we  are  made' holy  by  the  blood  of  Jesus, 
and  not  by  our  good  works,  we  will  be  kept  holy, 
not  by  our  works,  but  by  the  blood  of  Christ. 

The  blood  of  Jesus  is  applied  by  faith,  at  the 

point  where  the  sinner  submits  in  true  penitence  to 

Christ  in  baptism.  "  By  the  righteousness  of  one 
the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of 
life."     Rom.  5:  18. 

The  righteousness  of  Jesus  brings  the  free  gift  to 
all  men,  but  not  all  men  accept  the  gift.  Every 

man  who  accepts  it  becomes  holy  by  Christ's  im- 
puted righteousness,  and  may  remain  so.  "  For  as 

by  one  man's  disobedience  many  were  made  sin- 
ners, so  by  the  obedience  of  one  shall  many  be 

made  righteous."     Rom.  5:  19. 
It  is  evident  that  none  can  be  made  righteous  by 

their  own  obedience,  because  of  imperfection  and 

failure.  Righteousness  can  be  obtained  alone  by 

Christ's  obedience.  The  sinner  applies  Christ's 
obedience  by  faith,  repentance  and  baptism. 

When  a  man  is  made  holy  by  Christ's  obedience  he 

will  be  as  holy,  as  pure,  as  perfect  as  Christ's  obe- 
dience will  make  him. 

The  Christian,  made  holy  by  Christ's  obedience, 
remains  holy  by  his  own  obedience,  or  by  some 

one  ELSE'S  obedience.  If  he  had  to  remain  holy 
by  his  own  obedience,  his  holiness  would  be  rela- 

tive and  not  absolute.  If  he  had  to  remain  right- 
eous by  his  own  obedience  he  could  not  remain  in  a 

justified,  sanctified  state, — he  could  not  remain 
holy,  pure,  perfect  and  righteous,  for  he  would  be 

without  a  perfect  substitute. 

The  Christian  remains  holy  by  CHRIST'S  OBE- 
DIENCE, and  not  by  his  own.  His  own  obedi- 

ence has  no  part  in  making  his  holiness,  his  purity, 

his  righteousness,  else  he  stands  condemned.  It  is 
the  obedience  of  Christ  that  keeps  the  Christian 

holy,  hence  he  is  kept  as  holy,  as  righteous,  as 

pure,  as  perfect,  as  Christ's  obedience  will  keep 
him.  How  can  the  Christian  fear,  when  clothed  in 

Christ's  complete  righteousness? 

The  sinner  applied  Christ's  righteousness  by 
faith,  repentance,  and  baptism.  How  will  the 
Christian  keep  it  applied?  Some  one  answers,  By 
obeying  Christ.  Reader,  do  you  obey  Christ?  Do 
you  obey  him  literally?  Do  you?  You  say  I  try 
to  obey.  You  would  be  a  hypocrite  if  you  did  not 
earnestly  try  to  do  so.  Your  very  answer  implies 
that  you  do  not  obey  Christ.  If  a  man  would  obey 
Christ  he  would  stand  perfect  in  works.  The  an- 

swer, then,  is  too  strong, — we  could  not  keep 

Christ's  obedience  applied  in  that  way. 
We  ask  again,  How  can  the  Christian  keep 

Christ's  obedience  applied?  Can  the  man  who 
wilfully  refuses  to  do  what  Christ  commands  him 

to  do,  or  what  Christ  says  he  ought  to  do,  keep 

Christ's  obedience  applied?  You  answer,  He  can- 
not. Can  the  man  who  willfully  does  what  Christ 

says  he  ought  not  to  do,  keep  Christ's  obedience  ap- 
plied?    Your  answer  is  again  clear,—"  he  cannot." 

Then  every  Christian  keeps  Christ's  obedience 
applied  by  a  complete  submission  of  his  will  to  the 
will  of  the  Lord.  Every  man  knows  whether  he 
can  trustingly  submit  his  whole  will  to  the  will  of 

the  Lord  or  not.  If  a  man  cannot  do  this,  he  can- 
not be  happy;  he  cannot  taste  the  sweetness  of  full 

salvation.  If  a  person  cannot  do  this  he  is  not 
saved,  he  is  not  holy,  he  is  not  consecrated. 

A  man's  religion  is  a  religion  of  mere  form  of 
empty  shadows,  if  he  cannot  wholly  say,  "  Lord, 
not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done." 

The  Christian  fails  in  weakness  but  his  sin  is  not 

imputed;  Christ  bears  it  and  he  goes  free. 

The  child  of  God  fails  in  ignorance,  but  the  sin 

falls  upon  the  blessed  Jesus,  and  the  child  goes 
free.  "  Blessed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  will 

not  impute  sin."  Rom.  4:  8.  This  is  God's  own 
child  who  is  walking  by  faith  and  not  by  sight. 
"What  then?  Shall  we  sin,  because  we  are  not 

under  the  law,  but  under  grace?  God  forbid." 
Rom.  6:  15.  If  a  man  is  under  the  law  and  sins,  the 

sin  falls  upon  him  and  he  must  bear  it,  but  if  he  is 
under  grace  and  sins,  the  sin  falls  upon  Jesus  and 

he  bears  it  for  him. 
Since  we  are  not  under  the  law  but  under  grace 

shall  we  heap  sin  upon  our  dear  Savior?  Every  fj. 

ber  of  our  being  cries  out,  "  No."  Our  new-born 
nature  hates  sin,  and  we  will  not  s:n  unless  over- 

come by  the  power  of  weakness   or  through  ignor- 

Christ  bearing  our  sins  of  weakness  and  of  ignor- 
ance gives  us  time  and  opportunity  to  repent  of 

them  and  thus  grow  out  of  them.  Sins  of  weak- 
ness, unrepented  of,  will  finally  produce  the  terrible 

result  of  crucifying  Jesus  afresh  and  of  putting  him 

to  an  open  shame. 
May  we  fully  realize  that  when  we  sin,  though  in 

weakness,  and  Jesus  bears  the  sin,  we  must  re- 
pent of  it,  in  all  the  bitterness  of  our  souls,  if  we 

would  grow  up  into  the  image  of  Jesus.  The  way  of 
holiness  has  no  place  on  it  for  the  careless  or  the 

indifferent.  God's  children  should  be  up  and  do- 
ing while  it  is  day.  They  "  are  his  workmanship, 

created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which 
God  hath  before  ordained  that  we  (they)  should 

walk  in  them."  Eph.  2:  10.  They  walk  in  good 
works,  but  do  not  depend  upon  them.  They  have 

no  fear,  for  Christ  is  their  righteousness.  They 

love  God  and  he  loves  them.  "  God  is  love;  and 
he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God 

in  him.  Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect,  that  we 
may  have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment:  because 
as  he  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world.  There  is  no  fear 

in  love;  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear:  because 
fear  hath  torment.  He  that  feareth  is  not  made 

perfect  in  love."     1  John  4:  16-18. 
Sins  of  weakness  and  of  ignorance  do  not  fill 

with  fear  and  dread,  but  with  bitter  sorrow  becai.se 
of  our  weakness. 
We  realize  that  Christ  bears  our  sins,  and  though 

they  fill  us  with  sorrow,  they  only  draw  us  closer  to 

Jesus.  They  make  us  think  less  of  self  and  more 
of  Christ.  If  we  glory  let  us  glory  in  our  weakness, 
for  when  we  are  weak  then  we  are  strong,  but  if  we 

feel  that  we  are  strong  then  we  are  indeed  weak. 

Bridgewatert  Va. 
THE  END. 

SYSTEMATIC  SCRIPTURE  STUDY. 

BY  J.  D.  HAUGHTELIN. 

"  Search  the  Scriptures." — John  5:  3a.  "  Study  to  show  thy- 
self approved  unto  God." — 2  Tim.  2:  15. 

Paul  commends  Timothy  because  from  a  child  he 

had  known  the  Holy  Scriptures,  "which  are  able  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation."  2  Tim.  3-  J5' 

Peter  also  says,  "  Being  born  again  ....  by  the 

Word  of  God."  I  Pet.  1:  23.  These  Scriptural 
facts  suggest  the  importance  of  Scriptural  study. 

The  topic  method  is  the  most  efficient  and  prac- 
tical. To  illustrate;  you  desire  and  expect  your 

preacher  to  "  stick  to  his  text."  If  his  theme  is 
"patience"  it  would  not  be  edifying  to  include  and 
ramble  over  all  the  territory  of  the  other  Christian 

graces. 
While  many  good-meaning  and  zealous  people 

read  the  Sacred  Volume  through  in  rotation,  time 

after  time,  with  great  veneration,  and  profit,  too,  it 

is  manifest  that  they  would  be  much  more  edified 
if  the  same  time  and  labor  were  devoted  to  system- 

atic stttdy  of  God's  Word. 

An  old  proverb  says,  "  In  union  there  is 
strength."     Another,    "  United    we    stand."    This same    principle 

nplied 
ny   times   in 

Holy 

Writ.  Our  Savior  prayed  for  his  disciples  "that 
they  may  be  one  as  we  are."  John  17:  1 1 ;  21,  22,  ~y 

The  apostles  taught  the  same  thing:  "  Let  us  walk 
by  the  same  rule,  let  us  mind  the  same  thing. Philpp,  3;  16. 
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The  International  Sunday  school  lessons,  as  pre- 

sented in  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies,  afford  the  best 
means  for  us  to  "  walk  by  the  same  rule "  and 

fflind  the  same  thing,"  in  systematic  Scriptural 
study. 

If  all  our  great  Brotherhood  were  to  use  the 

Quarterlies  and  study  the  Word  of  God  systemati- 
cally by  topics  as  therein  presented,  each  morn- 

ing reading  in  the  family  circle  the  short  lesson  in- 

dicated for  each  day,  we  would  "  walk  by  the  same 

rule,"  and  "  mind  the  same  thing."  The  Psalmist 
says  of  the  righteous  man  that  "  his  delight  is  in 
the  law  of  the  Lord;  and  in  his  law  doth  he  medi- 

tate day  and  night."     Ps.  1:  2. 
We  meditate  on  what  we  read.  When  we  read 

—even  fiction, — and  know  it  to  be  such,  we  can't 
help  but  let  our  mind  run  on  it,— meditate  on  it.  If 
we  would  all  read  the  same  lesson  each  morning 
and  then  make  a  special  effort  to  "think  on  these 

things,"  it  would  greatly  aid  us  to  "  be  of  the  same 
mind,"  and  "  all  speak  the  same  thing." 

To  illustrate,  beginning  with  the  year,  notice  the 

gradual  advancement  and  elevation  in  the  topics, 

and  study:  "  The  Forerunner,"  "  The  Boy  Jesus," 
"  Ministry  of  John,"  "  Early  Ministry  of  Jesus," 
"  Power  of  Jesus." 
This  fifth  week  we  have  advanced  from  the 

'■  Forerunner,"  till  "  The  Power  of  Jesus,"  is  brought 
before  us.  Now  let  us  take  up  this  week's  study 
day  by  day.  Notice  "  The  Power  of  Jesus  "  raises  us 
a  step  higher  every  day.  Our  lesson  will  run  as  fol- 
lows: 

Monday— We  learn  how  Jesus  heals  a  man  " taken  with  a 

patsy."    The  people  say,  "  We  have  seen  strange  things  to- 

Tuesday.— He  casts  a  legion  of  devils  out  of  one  man.  "  And 
all  men  did  marvel." 

Wednesday. — Ten  lepers  are  cleansed,  and  only  one  "  re- 

turned to  give  glory  to  God,"  though  ten  bad  been  blest  as 
never  man  was  before. 

Thursday. — He  cures  a  man  that  had  been  almost  helpless 
for  thirty-eight  years.     (The  Jews  sought  to  slay  Jesus.) 

Friday.— He  gives  sight  to  a  man  born  blind.  "And  he 

worshiped  him,"  but  the  Jews  said,  "  We  know  that  this  man 
11^  cyiner."  "  And  they  cast  him  (the  cured  man)  out." 
y  Saturday. — He  raised  Lazarus,  who  had  been  dead  for  four 

days.  Then  his  enemies  called  "  a  council  and  said,  What  do 

we?  for  this  man  doth  many  miracles."  "  Then  from  that  day 
forth  they  took  counsel  together  for  to  put  him  to  death." 

Sunday. — This  morning's  lesson  shows  the  most  wonderful 

display  of  the  "  Power  of  Jesus  "  of  the  whole  week's  study,  by 
the  conversion  of  "  Sanl  yet  breathing  out  threatenings  and 

slaughter  against  the  disciples  of  the  Lord."  Acts  o:  I.  The 

"  Power  of  Jesus  "  fell  on  him,  "  And  he  was  three  days  with- 
out  sight,  and  neither  did  eat  nor  drink."  Verse  0.  "And 
Ananias  went  his  way  and  entered  into  the  house;  and  putting 

his  hands  on  him,  said,  "  Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus, 
that  appeared  unto  thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest,  hath  sent  me, 

that  thou  mightest  receive  thy  sight,  and  be  filled  with  the  Holy 

Ghost."  Verse  17.  "And  straightway  he  preached  Christ  in 

the  synagogue,  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God."  Verse  20.  "  Prov- 

ing that  this  is  very  Christ."  Verse  22.  But  "the  Jews  took 
counsel  to  kill  him."  Verse  23.  And  he  "disputed  against 

the  Grecians,  but  they  went  about  to  slay  him."  Verse  2g, 

"  Then  had  the  churches  rest."    Verse  31. 

Thank  God,  that  same  "  Power  of  Jesus"  is  able 
also  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto 

God  by  him."     Heb.  7:  25. 

By  devoting  a  few  minutes  each  morning  to  sys- 
tematic topic  study  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  family 

circle,  we  will  plant  seed  of  which  the  fruits  will  be 
seen  in  eternity.  Every  man  and  woman  in  the 
land  remembers  the  Bible  stories  he  learned  at 

mother's  knee.  Get  the  "  Brethren's  Quarterly''  and 
st"dy  it,  and  teach  it  to  your  children  even  if  you 
a°  not  have  the  benefit  of  Sunday  school  and 

Preaching.  Some  places  where  our  brethren  are 
isolated  or  without  a  resident  minister  they  have 

social  meetings.  The  Quarterlies  would  be  great 

helps  in  systematic  Scripture  study  at  such  gather- ings. 

Panora,  Iowa. 
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NAPOLEON'S  TOMB  AT  PARIS. 

A  little  while  ago,  says  a  gifted  writer  in  the 

Humane  Journal,  I  stood  by  the  grave  of  the  old 

Napoleon— a  magnificent  tomb  of  gilt  arid  gold,  lit 
a'most  for  a  deity  dead— and  gazed  upon  the  sar- 
C0Phagus  of  rare  and  nameless  marble,  where  rest 
at  'ast  the  ashes  of  that  restless  man.  I  leaned  ov- 

er  the  balustrade  and  thought  about  the  career  of 

the  greatest  soldier  of  the  modern  world.  I  saw 
htm  walking  upon  the  banks  of  the  Seine  contem- 

plating suicide.  I  saw  him  at  Toulon  I  saw  him 
putting  down  the  mob  in  the  streets  of  Paris  I 
saw  him  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Italy.  I  saw htm  crossing  the  bridge  at  Lodi  with  the  tricolor  in 
his  hand.  I  saw  him  in  Egypt  in  the  shadows  of 
the  pyramids.  I  saw  him  conquer  the  Alps  and 
mingle  the  eagles  of  France  with  the  eagles  of  the 
crags.  I  saw  him  at  Marengo,  at  Ulm,  and  at  Aus- 
terlitz.  I  saw  him  in  Russia  when  the  infantry  of 
the  snow  and  the  cavalry  of  the  wild  blast  scattered 
his  legions  like  winter's  withered  leaves.  I  saw  him 
at  Leipsic  in  defeat  and  disaster— driven  by  a  mil- 

lion bayonets  back  upon  Paris— clutched  like  a  wild 

beast— banished  to  Elba.  I  saw  him  escape  and  re- 
take an  empire  by  the  force  of  his  genius.  I  saw 

him  upon  the  frightful  field  of  Waterloo,  where 
chance  and  fate  combined  to  wreck  the  fortunes  of 

their  former  king.  And  I  saw  him  at  St.  Helena, 
with  his  hands  crossed  behind  him,  gazing  out  up- 

on the  sad  and  solemn  sea. 

I  thought  of  the  orphans  and  widows  he  had 

made — of  the  tears  that  had  been  shed  for  his  glory, 
and  of  the  only  woman  who  ever  loved  him,  pushed 
from  his  heart  by  the  cold  hand  of  ambition.  And 

I  said  I  would  rather  have  been  a  French  peasant 
and  worn  wooden  shoes.  I  would  rather  have  lived 

in  a  hut  with  a  vine  growing  over  the  door,  and  the 

grapes  growing  purple  in  the  amorous  kiss  of  the 
autumn  sun.  I  would  rather  have  been  that  poor 

peasant,  with  my  loving  wife  by  my  side,  knitting, 

as  the  day  died  out  of  the  sky— with  my  children 
upon  my  knees  and  their  arms  about  me.  I  would 
rather  have  been  that  man  and  gone  down  to  the 
tongueless  silence  of  the  dreamless  dust  than  to 
have  been  Napoleon  the  Great. 

-*-THE  t  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL-*- 

LESSON  LIQHT  FLASHES. 

Warning  Against  Sin   Luke  13: 

(Ui 

1  for  April  s,  ,806.) 

The  Master  and  his  chosen  ones,  for  the  last 

time  had  given  the  parting  hand  to  the  friendly 
dwellers  around  the  inviting  shores  of  the  sweet 
Galilee.  As  they  coursed  their  way  down  over  the 
hills  and  through  the  valleys  the  Christ  had  time 

not  only  to  enforce  the  lessons  already  taught  in 
the  presence  of  his  disciples,  but,  also,  to  teach 

new  ones  to  crowds  that  would  gather  around  them 

at  every  stopping  place.  While  alnvst  every  hill 
in  this  country  was  then  capped  with  a  town  or 
city,  the  springs  and  fountains,  that  gushed  out 
from  beneath  the  great  rocks  at  the  bottom,  formed 

inviting  places  for  the  people  to  congregate,  to 
hear  the  words  of  the  passing  stranger  and  get  the 

latest  news. 

These  towns-people,  seemingly,  always  had  time 
to  turn  out  and  congregate.  On  the  shortes' 
notice,  large  assemblies  were  brought  together,  as 
we  have  it  evidenced  in  the  case  of  the  Samaritan 

woman.  At  all  these  meetings  these  disciples  had 

been  careful  observers,  and  to  all  the  teachings,  in- 

terested listeners. 
THE  EFFECT  AND  OUERY. 

They  were  passing  southward,  from  the  village  of 
Galilee,  towards  Jerusalem,  and  as  these  disciples 

witnessed,  from  day  to  day,  the  congregated  assem- 
blies, and  heard  the  gracious  words  of  truth  spoken 

to  them,— the  words  of  true  living,  for  their  uplift- 

ing and  salvation,  and  noted  the  effects  produced, 

do  you  wonder  that  they  were  made  to  do  some 
serious  thinking,  and  that  inquiries  would  arise  as 
to  what  the  outcome  would  be?  Have  we  not  all 

passed  through  the  same  experiences?  Just  before 
this,  they  had  witnessed  the  healing  of  the  woman 

of  the  eighteen  years'  infirmity,  and  heard  the  two 

very  significant  parables  of  the  "  mustard  seed  " 
and  "the  leaven."  And  what  effect  did  these 
things  have  on  the  minds,  hearts,  and  lives  of  this 

people?  Scarcely  a  ripple  of  thought  about  any- 

thing beyond  the  personal  and  physical  good  that 

it  promised  and  brought  to  them.     "  Then  said  one 
unto  him,  Lord,  are  there  few  that  be  saved?  " 
Some  talk  about  this  grave  question  coming  out 

of  idle  curiosity.  Why  not  soul-earnest,  deep 

down?  Have  you  ever  sat  under  a  soul-stirring 
ministry  until  great  teardrops  would  chase  each 
other  down  your  cheeks,  and  you  could  almost  see 
the  truth-Hashes  from  the  Word  strike  the  souls  of 
the  unsaved,  and  then  behold  them  as  unmoved 

and  unconcerned  as  though  they  had  no  soul  to 

save?  Did  the  thought  not  come  to  you,  "  Lord, 

are  there  few  that  be  saved?"  As  they  walked 
with  his  blessed  life,  heard  his  gracious  words,  and 
believed  in  his  great  mission,  and  then  saw  how  lit- 

tle, apparently,  was  being  accomplished,  it  was  the 
most  natural  thing  in  the  world  that  this  inquiry 
should  be  raised.  And  while  the  thought  may 
have  come  to  them  with  some  force,  in  reference  to 
their  own  personal  conditions,  it  seems  to  us  that  it 
must  have  come  with  double  force  with  reference 

to  their  relation  to  him,  his  purpose,  and  what  they 
were  expected  to  do. 

THE   ANSWER. 

The  answer,  though  not,  perhaps,  direct,  is  suffi- 
ciently full  and  complete  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to 

its  meaning,  on  the  mind  of  the  querist.  And 
while  it  seems  to  strike  back  on  the  querist,  an  af- 

firmation is  so  manifestly  implied  that  no  one  can 

fail  to  understand  it.  Indeed,  the  answer  is  impres- 

sive and  wonderfully  strong:  "  Strive  to  enter  in  at 
the  strait  gate:  for  many,  I  say  unto  you,  shall  seek 

to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able." 
Here,  the  way  to  eternal  life,  and  the  way  to  ruin 

are  placed  before  us  in  comparison.  As  the  small, 

1  ttle  gate  is  to  the  large,  wide  gate,  with  reference 
to  a  difficult  passage,  so  it  is  in  entering  the  small 

way  that  leads  to  life,  in  comparison  to  entering  the 
wide  way  that  leads  to  ruin  and  eternal  death. 

In  entering  walled  cities  in  the  East,  or  Bible 
Lands,  there  are  always  two  gates.  First,  is  the 

large  one,  wide  enough  and  high  enough  to  admit 
the  crowd  with  the  donkeys,  camels,  and  their  bur- 

dens, and  the  chariots.  The  admission  through 

this  gate,  when  open,  is  comparatively  easy,  "  and 
rnatiy  go  in  thereat."  The  second  gate  is  only  a 
small  one,  only  large  enough  to  admit  one  at  a 
time.  This  small  gate  is  in  the  large  one  or  at  the 
side  of  it,  and  is  opened  only  when  the  large  one  is 

closed,  and  then,  by  knocking.  These  two  gates 
were  evidently  in  the  mind  of  Christ  in  the  answer 
given.  And  when  we  look  at  the  two,  and  see  the 
crowd  rushing  through  the  large  gate,  and  the  few, 

single  file,  passing  through  the  small  one,  the  an- 

swer to  the  question,  "Arc  there  few?"  becomes 
very  evident,  and  the  lesson  plain.  If  the  few,  in- 

stead of  the  many,  will  be  saved,  the  fault  is  not 
with  God  or  the  plan  of  salvation  given,  but  because 
men  and  women  are  not  willing  to  make  the  effort. 

They  will  not  "  strive  to  enter."  "  Strive,"  as  here 
used,  is  from  the  Greek  agonizestke,  which  means  to 

agonize, — exert  every  power  of  the  body  and  soul, 
—to  be  saved.  We  are  to  love  the  Lord  with  all 

the  heart  soul,  strength  and  mind.  It  is  to  be  a 

full,  a  complete  service,  and  because  many  will  not 

do  this,  "  1  hey  shall  not  be  able." Another  reason  why  many  shall  not  be  able  is 

plainly  inferred  from  the  twenty-fifth  verse.  They 
will  persist  in  putting  off  their  entering  in  until  the 
gate,  to  them,  is  closed.  Then  it  is  they  will 
"  stand  without  and  knock  at  the  door,  saying, 

Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us."  The  gate,  though  small 
it  be,  is  large  enough  and  open  long  enough  to  save 

the  whole  world,— to  save  all,  if  we  respond  while 

the  Spirit  yet  calls  and  the  Bride  says,  "  Come." To  those  of  us  who  have  responded,  the  teaching 

is,  ( I )  see  to  ourselves,  that  we  are  striving  to  enter, 
and,  (2)  as  we  see  the  danger,  and  the  many  who 
are  heedless  and  unconcerned,  we  ought  to  make 

the  greater  exertion  on  our  part,  to  save  others. 

As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Christ,  so  it  is  to-day. 

Only  the  few  have  their  hearts  set  upon  the  Lord's k  and  are  laboring  for  the  bettering  of  the 

world,  while  the  many  are  reveling  in  the  pleasures 
of  sin,  and  can  be  rescued  only  by  the  striving  of 
those  who  have  felt  the  power  of  pardoning  love. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 

Course    of    Reading. 

JFIRBT   YEAR, 

i.  "Crlsisof  Missions,"  cloth,  S1.04:  paper   34  ccn 
a.  "Lite  of  A.  Judson."  cloth,  17  cents;  paper   IS  cen 

4.  "  Non-Such  Professor,"  cloth   83  cen 
8EVOXD    YEAR. 

5.  "Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth,  84  cents;  paper   34  cen 
6.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper   IS  cen' 
7.  "  Cannibals  ol  Hew  Guinea."  cloth   7°  cen1 
8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching"  cloth   65  ceu 

TlliRD    YEAR. 

q.  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth   .  .  .  .  |i 
10.  "Lllcol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth   7o  cent 
11.  "  Do  Not  Say."  and  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  ch.  ij-aS   10  ceni 
u.  "In  the  Volume  of  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper   33  ceni 

0T~l'rlces,  as  given  above,  are  for  members  ol  Reading  Circle  onl 
Ail  others  pny  regular  retail  price. 

Executive  Committee  of  Reading  Circle.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsi 
India;  11.  M.  Barwick,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Wayne 
boro,  Fa..  Edith  R.  Newcomer.  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Nell,  Fruitdale.  Al 

Officers  OF  Reading  Circle. -President,  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar,  Int 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  Srcretnry.  Edith  R.  Nc 
comer,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,— to  whom 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  ordc 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co..  Mount  Mo 

NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 

— Since  studying  and  teaching  again  the  lesson 
of  the  good  Samaritan,  I  have  been  much  impressed 
with  the  act  of  the  Samaritan  in  going  where  the 

unfortunate  man  was.  Jesus  says,  he  "  came  where 
he  was."  Oh  that  we  had  more  such  Samaritans 
who  are  willing  to  go  where  the  suffering  and  needy 
are!  It  is  easy  to  pass  by  on  the  other  side.  The 

Levite  was  better  than  the  priest  in  that  he  "came 

and  looked  on  him,"  and  yet  he  was  worse  in  that 
he  had  the  heart  tn  turn  away  after  seeing  his  con- 

dition. We  not  only  have  many  priests  to-day,  but 
many  Levites  as  well.  We  learn  the  needs  of  the 

poor  and  suffering,  we  consider  the  propriety  of  es- 

tablishing Mission  Homes,  Old  Folks'  Homes,  Hos- 
pitals; we  look  at  the  matter,  sec  the  need  of  more 

work;  we  plan  (?)  and  speculate  and  finally  we  pass 
by  on  the  other  side.  However,  some  of  these 
homes  have  been  established  and  we  thank  God  for 

the  Samaritan  spirit  already  at  work.  The  Orphans' 
Home  in  which  I  myself  had  the  privilege  of  work- 

ing some  time,  was  founded  in  the  act  of  a  good 

Samaritan  going  where  the  sick  little  girl,  filthy, 
and  barely  covered  with  an  old  blanket,  lay  on  a 
straw  bed,  on  the  floor,  in  the  corner  of  the  room. 

This  Home  is  now  supporting  twenty  or  more  chil- 
dren constantly,  and  has  clothed  and  sheltered 

scores  of  homeless  ones.  There  was  another  inci- 

dent in  which  the  good  Samaritan  "  came  where  he 

was,"  this  time  rescuing  two  dear  little  innocent 
children  that  had  been  put  into  prison  with  their 

criminal  mother.  Again  the  good  Samaritan  "  came 

where  he  was  "  and  took  from  the  County  Alms- 
house, a  place  unfit  for  innocent  childhood,  a  little 

brother  and  sister  and  placed  them  in  the  Home. 

Would  that  it  might  be  said  of  you  and  me,  "  He 
came  where  he  was." 

— There  is  another  part  of  the  work,  however, 
that  you,  who  never  go  the  Jericho  road,  may  do. 
You  can  send  the  oil  and  the  wine,  the  bandages 
and  the  pence.  You  can  send  the  soldiers  to  meet 

the  enemy,  although  you  remain  "  keepers  of  the 

stuff."  And  some  of  us  may  be  the  inn-keepers,  to 
whom  the  charge  comes,  "  Take  care  of  him,  and 
whatsoever  thou  spendent  more,  when  I  come 

again,  I  will  repay  thee."  Precious  promise  to  all 
faithful  almoners  of  God's  blessings!  "I  will  re- 

pay thee."  Yes,  God  will  keep  the  accounts  and  he 
has  promised  to  reward  every  act  of  kindness  to  his 

"  little  ones." 

— It  has  been  our  privilege,  during  the  past  week, 
to  make  daily  visits  to  the  home  of  an  old  lady 
who  has  been  sick.  A  good  Samaritan  went  where 

she  was  and  told  us  about  her.  She  is  a  Norwegi- 
an woman,  and  although  very,  very  poor,  she  seems 

a  woman  of  piety,  and  bears  the  marks  of  fairly 
cleanly  habits, — a  most  desirable  condition  to   find 

on  our  visits.  She  says,  "  It  is  my  way,  when  well, 
to  be  awful  clean."  Her  husband  is  industrious, 

but  the  past  winter  has  been  one  of  "  hard  times  ' 
to  them,  because  of  scarcity  of  work.  The  old 

lady  says,  "  He  was  happy  to  get  something  to  eat, 
but  he  could  not  make  the  rent;  he  likes  better 
when  he  can  work  all  the  time.  They  generally 

give  him  bread,  that's  just  what  he  gets."  What 
real  submissiveness  in  the  heart  of  that  helpless 

woman,  with  barely  the  sustenance  of  the  body! 

She  felt  that  her  husband  was  making  earnest  ef- 

forts to  get  work,  going  from  house  to  house  for  Ut- 
ile jobs,  such  as  carrying  coal,  emptying  ashes,  and 

cutting  kindling-  She  says,  "  I  can  be  happy  with 
a  crust  of  bread  and  water,  but  there  comes  all  the 

time  something  more.  My  husband  carries  ashes 
every  Saturday  for  a  lady  who  gives  him  each  time 

some  suet,  a  soup-bone,  and  twenty-five  cents. 
Another  lady  gives  him  a  bit  of  coffee,  a  bit  of  tea, 

and  five  cents  for  a  soup-bone."  "  He  all  the  time 

good  to  work  to  get  something  to  eat." 
In  speaking  to  her  of  living  closer  to  Jesus,  she 

said,  "  You  must  learn  mc.  That's  something  I 
need  to  learn  more  and  more."  Quoting  to  her 

some  of  Jesus'  teachings,  she  remarked,  "  When 
you  put  me  in  remembrance,  then  I  see  it  myself 
in  my  Bible.  I  believe  it  is  the  best  way  because  I 

read  it.  I  read  it  just  the  same  way  in  my  Bible." 
We  have  been  much  impressed  with  her  child-like 
faith,  and  we  wait  trustingly  for  the  time  when  she 

will  be  able  and  willing  to  verify  her  own  words,  "  I 

will  do  anything  that  will  bring  me  closer  to  God." 
Nei  her  of  these  old  people  hold  to  any  church. 

They  make  frequent  requests  for  Scripture  reading, 
and  our  daily  parting  blessing  to  her  is  generally  a 
prayer  by  her  bedside,  offered  in  response  to  her 
personal  desires.  Sometimes  she  concludes  with  a 
short  prayer  in  the  Norwegian  language.  She  is  so 
much  better  now  that  she  is  frequently  left  alone, 

in  bed,  while  her  husband  goes  out  to  earn  bread 

and  money  for  coal.  Pray  for  the  Lord's  work  in 
Chicago!  There  are  many  roads  here  that  lead  to 
Jericho.  The  Samaritan  that  bound  up  the  wounds 
still  remains  our  example  of  charity,  since  he  gave 
the  necessary  relief,  but  must  our  good  Samaritan 
of  the  nineteenth  century  remain  of  the  same  type? 
Has  he  no  responsibility  in  changing  the  condit&m 
of  the  road  leading  down  to  Jericho?  Good  Sa- 

maritans continue  to  devote  themselves  to  caring 
for  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  criminal,  but  is  there 
no  way  of  setting  a  watch  along  the  way,  going 

down  to  Jericho,  so  that  all  may  pass  along  in  safe- 

ty? 
7/  Waller  St.,  Chicago,  III 

THE  SULTAN  OF  TURKEY. 

The  Sultan  of  Turkey,  though  one  of  the  most 

cruel  rulers  on  the  globe, — for  it  is  his  people  who 

are  killing  the  Christian  Armenians, — has  not  only 
a  curious  chapter  in  history,  but  he  is  an  intense 

worker,  showing  that  evil  men  as  well  as  good 

men  can  find  plenty  to  do  if  they  feel  so  disposed. 
Of  him  the  Christian  Herald  says: 

"It  appears  that  when  he  was  a  mere  youth,  he 
was  conspicuous  even  in  Constantinople,  which  is 
notorious  for  its  immorality,  for  the  gross  excess- 

es of  his  private  life.  There  was  then  little  proba- 
bility of  his  ever  ascending  the  throne,  and  as  he  was 

condemned  by  his  position  to  a  life  of  idleness,  he 

plunged  into  all  the  wickedness  of  the  capital  and 
lived  a  life  of  debauchery. 

Suddenly,  and  without  any  cause  that  has  ever 

been  explained,  he  changed  his  course.  He  quit- 
ted his  evil  ways  and  became  a  devout  follower  of 

Mohammed,  was  attentive  at  the  mosque  and  gave 
all  his  thoughts  to  his  religion.  From  that  time 
until  now  his  religious  enthusiasm  has  been  the 
most  prominent  feature  of  his  character.  But  with 

the  change  came  a  fierce  intolerance,  a  desire  that 

others  should  follow  his  example  and  a  determina- 
tion, evinced  since  his  accession,  that  in  his  own 

dominions  no  enemy  of  the  prophet,  nor  any  who 
did  not  avow  themselves  his  followers,  should  have 

peace  or  rest  until  they  accepted  the  faith.    This 

spirit  accounts  for  the  crusade  against  the  Armeni- 
ans whom  he  hates  because  they  are  Christians. 

Secluded  in  his  magnificent  palace,  trusting  no 

one,  and  working  as  hard  as  the  meanest  subjects 
in  his  empire,  the  Sultan  leads  an  unenviable  life 
He  retains  in  his  own  hands  the  control  of  the 
smallest  details  of  official  business,  and  signs  with 

his  own  hand  the  appointments  of  minor  officials 
and  decides  questions  which  in  other  lands  are  left 

to  the  control  of  subordinate  clerks. 
His  hard  day's  work  usually  commences,  says  a 

writer  familiar  with  the  customs  of  the  palace,  at 

an  early  hour,  and  the  whole  morning  till  one 

o'clock,  is  devoted  to  receiving  the  reports  of  his 
ministers  and  officials.  Then,  after  a  light  meal 

and  a  drive,  which  never  extends  beyond  the  park 
of  his  palace,  he  receives  ambassadors  or  presides 
at  the  Council  of  State.  He  dines  at  sunset,  and 

usually  alone,  after  which  he  resumes  the  examina- 
tion of  State  papers,  confers  with  the  Pashas  of 

highest  rank  and  transacts  the  most  urgent  busi- 
ness. If  he  can  snatch  an  hour  of  rest  after  his 

toil  is  completed,  he  spends  it  in  the  private  apart- 
ments. 

The  palace  in  which  he  thus  spends  his  time  day 
after  day  is  described  as  occupying  one  of  the  most 

lovely  sites  in  Europe.  Charming  views  are  com- 
manded from  its  windows,  and  the  park,  well  wood- 

ed, stretches  down  in  grassy  slopes  to  the  Bosphor- 
us.  The  park  is  nearly  three  miles  in  extent,  and 

within  it  are  the  offices  of  the  Government  Depart- 

ments." 

And  this  is  the  one  man  who  is  mainly  responsi- 
ble for  the  death  of  100,000  or  more  Armenian 

Christians.  He  has,  however,  no  peace  in  his 

charming  palace,  for  he  is  constantly  in  dread  of 

being  assassinated,  and  every  possible  precaution  is 

taken  to  protect  him  from  those  seeking  an  oppor- 

tunity to  put  him  out  of  the  way. 

HOW  TO  KEEP  A  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  GOING. 

SELECTED  BY  LIZZIE  G.  HUMMER. 

Down  in  Jennnings  County,  a  man  was  elected 

Superintendent  of  a  Sunday  school  which  for  years 
had  annually  indulged  in  the  bad  habit  of  shutting 
the  door  in  the  face  of  the  children,  along  about 

the  time  the  frost  was  on  the  pumpkin  and  the  fod- 

der in  the  shock.  When  the  usual  time  for  "  can- 

ning "  up  the  school  came  around,  the  Superinten- 
dent said,  "We  must  have  the  school  all  winter." 

The  teachers  said,  "We  cannot." 

The  Superintendent  said,  "We  will." 
The  teachers  said,  "  We  will  not." 
"  Very  well,"  said  the  man  with  the  backbone,  "  if 

you  won't,  I  will." So  he  announced  that  the  Sunday  school  would 

meet  as  usual  "  at  the  old  stand,  on  the  next  Sun- 

day." 

The  next  Sunday  came.  The  Superintendent 
came.     The  children  came.     The  teachers  did  not 

not  i Thei 
'ith  the  religious  spine  put  all  the  chil- 

dren in  one  class,  taught  them  the  lesson,  and  invit- 
ed them  to  come  back  the  next  Sunday. 

The  next  Sunday  came.  The  Superintendent 
came.  The  children  came.  The  teachers  did  not 

come, — not  one. 

The  man  with  a  crowbar  for  a  backbone  put  all 

the  children  in  one  class,  and  taught  them  the  les- 
son, and  invited  them  to  come  back  the  next  Sun- 

day. 

The  next  Sunday  came.  The  Superintendent 
came.  The  children  came.  The  teachers  came,— 

every  one.  And  they  have  been  coming  ever  since, 

and  the  school  has  quit  the  "  canning  "  process  en- 

tirely. 

Mr.  Superintendent,  if  your  school  is  canned  up 

for  the  winter,  don't  blame  the  children  or  the 

teachers.  It  is  your  fault,  and  you  can't  dodge  it. 
How  about  that  spine  of  yours?  What  is  it  made 

of?  We  once  heard  of  a  Sunday  school  Superin- 
tendent whose  "  moral  backbone  "  was  made  of  a" 

old  shoestring.  His  school  only  ran  six  months  in the  year.     How  long  does  yours  run? 
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General  Missionary  &  Tract  Department 
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EP-All  niuney  and  correspondence  intended  for  any  of  [he  missions  un- 
der the  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 

addressed  to  Genbrai  MISSIONARY  and  Tract  Committee.  Mount 
Morris.  HI.     (Galen  B.  Rover,  Secretary.) 

MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  FEBRUARY,   1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 

not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 

tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 

month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 

month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 
ASIA  MINOR  MISSION  FUND. 

( To  be  used  in  the  Mission  in  Asia  Minor.) 

Illinois.— Macoupin  Creek  church,  Sio;  the  Lord's 
portion,  Liberty,  %\$\  Mrs.  Marcus  Wingert,  gr;  a 

brother,  S2.50;  total,   $     28  50 

Pennsylvania. — Margaret  Calhoun,  Everett,  $4;  a 
sister,  %\ ;  S.  Reed,  S2;  Rebecca  Kinsley,  S2;  Cather- 

ine Camerer,  si;  Mary  Puderbaugh,  $t;  Hannah 

Puderbaugh,  $1;  J.  M.  Keeny,  $1;  Farmer's  Grove, 
part  of  Perry  church,  $1.50;  Ephrata  church,  §7;  to- 

tal  S     21  50 

Oklahoma  Territory.—  Children  at  Acton,  $7.75;  to- 
tal,   S      775 

Michigan. — New  Haven  church,  $7.71;  total,   $       7  71 

Ohio. — Lower  Stillwater  church,  75  cents;  Loramie's 
church,  83  cents;  Salem  church,  $6;  total   $       7  58 

Kansas.— Katie  Hollinger,  $2;  Mrs.  Fred  Hall.gi; 
Fred  Hall,  Solomon,  $3;  total,   $      6  00 

California. — A  brother  and  sister,  Tropico,  $41  to- 
tal,   %       4  00 

Iowa—  Catherine  Blubaugh,  $1;  W.  D.  Lichty,  Iowa 
City,  St;  Harry  Wingert,  Ida  Grove,  $1;  Mrs.  M.  E. 

Loudenslager,  Si ;  total   $       4  00 

Virginia.— Moses  Fike  and  wife,  $2;   ,  Cow- 

an's Depot,  Si ;  total,   $       3  00 

West  Virgiuia.—'Wm.  George,  S2;  total   S       2  00 
Indiana.— Sophia  Wolf,  New  Waverly.Si;  total, ...$        r  00 

Total   S     93  04 

WASHINGTON   CITY    MEETINGHOUSE. 

-M  house  in  Washington  is  greatly  needed  in  order  that  the  church  there 

may  do  more  effectual  -work  and  have  the  advantage  of  a  Permanent  house. 
The    Committee  Proposes  to  build  as  soon  as  sufficient  funds  are  raised. 

Donations  marked  thus  (*)  are  in  response  to  sister  Ella  Williams'  firofo- 

Pennsylvania.— Dry  Valley  Sunday  school,  $2  54;  J. 
M.  Keeny,  Port  Alleghany,  l;  total   S       3  54 

foiva—  Alice  B.  Snyder,  Robins,  25  cents;  total   $ 

Kansas.   Caney,  24  cents;  total   $ 

Total   $       4      . 

( Used  for  either  Missionary  or  Trad  Work  as  needed  by  the  CommiU 

Maryland. — A  sister,  Sio;  total,   $ 

Virginia.— German  town  church,  1. 16;  total,   $ 

Total,   S    : 

BOOK  AND  TRACT  FUND. 

{Used  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  Tracts.) 

Ohio.— Salem  church,  $1.20;  I.  H.  Rosenberger, 

Townwood,  S6;  Elizabeth  Ebersole,  Townwood,  $3; 
Absalom  Basore,  Trotwood,  $5;  Wolf  Creek  church, 

S3;  Mrs.  Levi  Souder,  Si. 50;  J.  R.  Spacht,  New  Stark, 

S15;  Mary  Okerman,  $6;  Ash  Grove  church,  $1  50; 
Salem  church,  S1.20;  Henry  Warner,  Glenville,  Si-2o; 

Lower  Stillwater  church,  S3;  Bear  Creek  church, 

Si.50;  John  A.  Miller,  S1.20;  Salem  church,  $14.65;  E. 

H.  Rosenberger,  Si. 15;  total   %     < 
Pennsylvania.—].  T.  Myers,  Oaks,  S2.40;  Summit 

Mills  church,  $1.50;  Levi  Biddle,  New  Enterprise,  Si  1; 

Royersford  church,  David  Wells,  $1.20;  J.  B.  Colcles- 
ser,  Huntingdon,  S1.20;  C.  L.  Buck,  New  Enterprise, 
?';  J.  F.  Reiman,  Pugh,  $6;  Antietam  church,  $6;  J. 

B.  Brumbaugh,  S13;  H.  B.  Brumbaugh,  $6;  Miss 
Schrock.S1.20;  Wm.  S.  Miller,  $6;  total,   $     5°  5° 

Iowa.— South  Waterloo  church,  S6;  Mr.  A.  Eber- 

sole, Sl.20;  Garrison  church,  $15;  South  River  congre- 
gation, S3.60;  A.  W.  Miller,  Waterloo,  $3;  H.  J, 

Lichty,  S6;  W.  H,  Miller,  S1.20;  E.  M.  Lichty,  $2;  to- 
tal,       s     : 

^>£7»/a.— Nokesville  church,  S3;  John  G.  Cline.Si.- 
20;  Saliie  R.  McClain,  $i-2o;  Mill  Creek  church,  S1.20; 

Mrs.  Barbara  Beckone,  S1.20;  S.  S.  Kauffman,  Sl.20; 

Cook's  Creek  church,  S1.27;  David  Long,  S6;  Cook's 
Creek  church,  S4-2o;  J.  S.  Flory,  S1.50;  Daniel  Myers, 

Si-So;  D.  W.  Flory,  Bridgewater,  $6;  Cook's  Creek 
church,  Si. 10;  Saliie  Sanger,  $1.35;  Samuel  Garber, 

New  Market,'  S3;  John  J.  John,  Daleville,  $3;  total,.  ■  .$     37  92 Maryland.  —  Charles  D.  Bonsack,  S3-6o;  John 

Leister,  S6;  Susie  Stouffer,  S4I  J-  S.  Hershberger, 

Sl-50;  J.  M.  Stoner,  S12;  Meadow  Branch  church,  $3; 

John  Rood,  Westminster,  S3;  Wm.  Geiman,  $3;  to- 
tal,      $ 

Indiana.  —  Levi  Dilling,  Hagcrstown,  10  cents; 
Bachelor  Run  church,  S1.50;  Mexico  church,  S1.50; 
Eli  Fouts,  Chili,  S1.50;  Henry  Smith.  Colfax.  S1.20; 
B.  F.  Shiil,  Colfax.  S2.40;  Wm.  Young,  Colfax,  S1.20; 
Mary  Collert,  North  Branch,  S6;  Newton  Wolfe, 
Somerset,  S1.50;  Andrew  Fouts,  Denver,  S6;  A.  L. 

Miller,  $4-5o;  total,   '   j Kansas.— Ida  M.  Price,  Nickerson,  S3;  Kansas  Cen- 
tre church.  25  cents;  T.  C.  Beckner.  60  cents;  J.  P. 

and  Mary  V.  Harshbarger,  S20;  total   $ 
Illinois.— ¥..  Kimrael,  Lanark,  S1.62;  West  Otter 

Creek  church,  $1.55;  D.  L.  Forney,  S1.20;  Lizzie  and 
R.  F.  Brubaker.  S1.80;  total   ; 

California.— Covina  church,  60  cents;  G.  W.  Math- 

ews, 60  cents;  Tropico  church,  $1.75;  a  sister,  Sanger, 

Si ;  total   * 
Missouri.— Joseph  Brown,  Stet,  S5;  total   S 
Louisiana.— Charles  D.  Bolinger.S3.75;  total   S 
Nebraska.— E.  A.  Rothrock,  Carlisle,  S1.20;  total,.  .$ 

Total,. 

{Use 

nlyfor in  India.) 

Pennsylvania  ,—A  sister,  Harleysville,  Si ;  a  brother, 
Green  Tree,  $5;  J.  M.  Keeny,  Port  Alleghany,  $2; 

Farmer's  Grove,  part  of  Perry  church,  $1.50;  Dry 
Valley  Sunday  school,  S221;  total   $ 

Ohio.— Loramie's  church,  Si;  Salem  church,  S6.75; 
total,   $ 

Kansas—  Mrs.  Fred  Hall,  $1;  Fred  Hall,  Solomon* S4;  total    g 

Virginia.  —  Germantown  church,  S355;  D.  A, 
Smitesman,  Staunton,  Si;  total,   s 

Illinois.— Mrs.  Marcus  Wingert,  Si;  a  brother, S2  50; 
total   $ 

/.?«>£ .—Catherine  Blubaugh,  Si;  W.  D.  Lichty,  Iowa 

City,  Si;  a  sister,  Cedar  Rapids,  20  cents;  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Loudenslager,  $i;  total,   s 

Neb raska.— Weeping  Water  church,  S2.60;  total,. .  .$ 

Indiana.— D.  M.  Mertz,  Burnett's  Creek,  S1.90;  to- 
tal,  S 

West  Virginia—  Lunis  Creek  church,  $1.50;  total,.  S 

Tennessee—  Dr.  G.  H.  Van  Dyke,  Knoxville,  Si.io; 
total,   S 

Total   S    43  56 

(Km 

nly  for 1  U.  . 

edeu.) 

Illinois. — Mil  mine  church,  $5;  J.  S.  Kuns,  Cerro 
Gordo,  Sio;  D.  S.  Heckman,  Girard,  Sio;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Moats,  Mt.  Morris,  S2.50;  Lewis  Miller,  Mt.  Morris, 

S5;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S5;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  S5; 
Rock  River  church,  $5;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S2.50; 

Fred  Buckingham,  Oakley,  S2.50;  Cerro  Gordo  church, 

S2.50;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  Sio;  Sugar  Creek  church, 

S5;  D.  F.  Lahman,  Franklin  Grove,  S50;  John  Philips, 

S2;  D.  B.  Eby,  Lena,  S5;  B.  A.  Kurtz  and  wife,  Mans- 
field, Sio;  Emmanuel  Slifer,  Mt.  Morris,  $12.50;  Chi- 
cago church,  $7.02;  Catherine  and  T.  C.  Beckner, 

$11:  Cerro  Gordo  church,  510;  Ira  G.  Cripe,  Cerro 
Gordo,  Sto;  a  brother,  S5;  West  Otter  Creek  church, 

S380;  C.  Binkley,  S1.25;  Panther  Creek  church,  $750; 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  Sio;  Benjamin  Swingley, 

Mt.  Morris,  S5;  Javan  Gibson,  S2.50;  total   S 

Pennsylvania.— A  sister,  West  Earl,  50  cents;  Min- 
go church,  $8.50;  T.  T.  Myers,  Philadelphia,  S3;  S. 

A.  Levering,  Germantown,  S3;  E'izabeth  Graybill, 
Talmage,  50  cents;  a  sister,  Hampton,  Si ;  J.  M.  Keeny, 

Port  Alleghany,  $2;  Farmer's  Grove,  part  of  Perry's 
church,  60  cents;  Scalp  Level  Sunday  school,  S3. 50; 

Shade  Cr^ek  church,  $10;  Sipesville  church,  Si ;  Up- 

per Conewago,  S4.15;  Coventry  church,  S20;  Ephrata 
church,  Si5  4';  Indian  Creek  church,  $25.30;  Middle 
Creek  church,  $6.70;  total,   S 
Iowa—  Emmanuel  Henry,  Derby,  $3.0$;  Catherine 

Bluebaugh,  Robins,  $2;  Indian  Creek  church,  S2.50; 
South  Waterloo  church,  $8;  M.  Myers,  Creston,  76 

cents;  Mrs.  Mae  Walton,  S4;  J.  J.  and  Mrs.  Bowers, 

Deep  River,  $4;  South  Waterloo  church,  Sr.25;  D.  W. 
Henricks,  Coon  Rapids,  $1.04;  a  sister,  Cedar  Rapids, 

30  cents;  Mrs.  O.  M.  Odel,  Lacon,  %\\  Dry  Creek 
church,  $2;  H.  J.  Lichtv,  Calvin,  S20;  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Loudenslager,  S3;  Indian  Creek  church,  S3!  total   S     55  00 

Virginia.— Botetourt  church,  S39.82;  D.  S.  Thor 

Bridgewater,  $44°;  Cook's  Creek  church,  S2.50;  PI' 
ant  Valley  church,  S325 ;  total,   S     79  94 

Ohio.— Lower  Twin  church,  $5;  J-  R-  Spacht,  New 

Stark,  S5;  Ash  Grove  church,  $2;  Chippewa,  $10.55; 

Mohican  church,  $7.21;  Loramie's  church,  $1;  Sa- 
lem church,  $8.26;  A.  B.  Rish,  Monticello,  $i;  total,.  ..$     40  02 

Indiana—  Yellow  Creek  church,  S4I  Levi  Russ, 

Nappanee,  $2.50;  Rock  Run  church,  $1;  Nettle  Creek 
church,  50  cents;  J.  Kurtz  Miller,  North  Manchester, 

£3;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Myers,  50  cents;  Allen  Cray,  $4;  Jacob 
Miller,  Nappanee,  $1;  Christian  Schrock,  $2;  Goshen 

City  Sunday  school,  $3  49=  Monticello  church,  $10.49: 
Missionary  Meeting  of  Monticello  church,  $2.05; 
Nappanee  prayer  meeting,  $5;  total       S     39  53 

Califo 

$25;  total 

j.— Magdalena  Myers,  $5;  Covir 

^Kansas.-  Wichita    church,    $2.50;    Slate    Creek 

church.  $2;  James  Z.  Gilbert,  S2;  Mary  E.  and  C.  W. 
in, fa;  Kansas  Centre  church,  $1.75;  Mrs.  Fred 

Hall,  $1;  Box  zi,  Conway   Springs,  fi;  T.    N.  and 
Sarah  Beckner,  $3;  Fred  Hall,  Solomon,  $3;  a  broth- 

,  Cuba,  $5;  total   s     23  25 
Arizona.— Glendora  congregation,  $20;  total   $     20  00 

Ettropt.— Churches  in  Denmark,  S15.92;  total   S      15  0.2 
West  Virginia.-  Beaver     Run    church,    S6;    Lunis 

Creek  church,  S3  50;  total,   $       q  50 

Maryland.— A  sister,  Locust  Grove,  $4;  total   $       4  00 

Colorado.— Grace  A.   White,  35    cents;    Catherine 
Larrabee,  Lake  City,  $1 ;  total,   $        1  35 

Michigan.— A  brother  and  sister,  %l\  Mrs.  E.  M. 

Houts,  25  cents;  total   §       1  25 
Missouri.— D.  C.   Hardman,   Hamilton,  65    cents; 

Joel  and  Susie  Moomaw,  50  cents;  total,   $       1  15 
isconsin—  Hattie  Joyce,  75  cents;  total    $  75 

Tolal   S   620  32 

Home  and  European,    $  620  32 
Asia  Minor  Mission,      §     g3  04 

Washington  Meetinghouse   $       4  03 

Missionary  and  Tract  Fund,   $      11   16 
India  Mission,   $     43  56 

Book  and  Tract  Fund   $    305  94 .$1,078  05 

Total  amount,   

Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  25,804. 

Correction  on  January  Report,— In  last  report,  J.  C. 
Lahman  was  credited  with  S10.00,  which  should  have  been  J. 
D.  Lahman. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  MISSIONARY  WORK. 

Would  you 
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of  two  kinds: 
which  is  to  carry  the  plain 

teaching  of  Christ  to  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bors by  preaching,  singing,  praying,  and  especially 

by  living  good  Christian  lives.  This  will  show 
them  that  we  have  been  with  Christ,  and  have 

learned  of  him.  No  missionary  work  is  more  ef- 

fectual than  a  real  godly  life.  "Let  your  light 
so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your 

good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  in  heaven." 2.  Foreign  mission,  which  consists  of  collecting 
money,  and  Bibles,  and  sending  preachers  to  the 
lost  ones  over  the  ocean.  How  sad  it  is  to 

think  that  there  are  so  many  who  have  never  heard 

of  Jesus  as  the  only  Savior  of  men!  Many!  Oh! 
so  many  can  not  even  read  the  Bible  if  they 
had  it.  Can  we  not  feel  for  them?  Here  in  this 

happy  land  with  plenty,  and  to  spare, — let  us 
pray  for  them,  sing  for  them,  collect  money  for 
them  and  send  good,  consecrated  missionaries  to 

teach  and  Christianize  them. 
Once  when  a  heathen  lady  accepted  Christ  as  the 

Savior  of  sinners,  and  the  light  of  Heaven  beamed 

in    upon    her    soul,    she    said:     "Why    do     you 
have   so    few    preachers    over   here?     So  many  of 

our  people  are  dying.     Can  you  not  send  the  Gos- 

pel light  a  little  faster?  " Oh!  my  dear  brethren,  and  sisters, 
"Over  the  ocean  wave,  far,  far  away, 

There  the  poor  heathen  live,  waiting  for  day; 

Groping  in  ignorance,  dark  as  the  night, 
No  blessed  Bible  to  give  them  the  light. 

CHORUS. 

Pity  them,  pity  them,  Christians  at  home, 
Haste  with  the  bread  of  life,  hasten  and  come. 

"  Here  in  this  happy  land  we  have  the  light 

Shining  from  God's  own  Word,  free,  pure,  and  bright; 
Shall  we  not  send  to  them  Bibles  to  read, 
Teachers  and  preachers,  and  all  that  they  need? 

"  Then,  while  the  mission  ships  glad  tidings  bring, 
List!    as  the  heathen  band  joyfully  sing, 

'Over  the  ocean  wave,  O  see  them  come, 

Bringing  the  bread  of  life,  guiding  us  home.'  " 

Will  we  labor  to  "rescue  the  perishing"  by  our 

prayers,  and  songs,  and  contributions,  as  becom- 
eth  the  saints  of  God?  Then  we  will  become 

the  praise  of  men,  and  the  joy  of  angels. 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  March  38,  1896. 

The  Brethren  are  preparing  to  build  a  meeting- 
house in  Batavia,  111. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Western   Pennsylvan 
will  be  held  at  Markleysburg,  April  29. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Smith,  of  Alvarado,  Va„  should  no 
be  addressed  at  Tunibez,  Russell  Co.,  same  State. 

Seven  accessions  are  reported  as  the  result  of  a 

series  of  meetings,  recently  held  in  the  Koontz 

church,  Pa.    

Bro.  Israel  Cripe's  address  is  changed  from 
Warrensburg,  Mo.,  to  Knobnoster,  Johnson  Co., 

same  State.    

Twelve  additions  are  reported  in  the  series  of 

meetings  now  in  progress  in  the  Yellow  Creek 

church,  Ind.    

Bro.  T.  B.  Young  wishes  us  to  state  that  his  cor- 
respondents should  address  him  at  Kcchi,  Kans., 

instead  of  Wichita. 

Bro.  Amos  Moomaw,  of  Otley,  Iowa,  emigrates 

to  Oregon,  and  may  now  be  addressed  at  Cherry- 
ville,  Clackamas  Co.,  that  State. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Middle  Pennsylvania 
will  be  held  in  the  Aughwick  church,  Wednesday, 

April  29.  A  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  even- 
ing before.  Members  and  delegates  will  be  met 

at  Shirleysburg,  and  conveyed  to  place  of  meeting. 
All  delegates  should  arrange  to  be  at  Mount 
Union  at  9: 20  A.  M.  of  the  28th. 

Bro.  J.  U.  G.  Stiverson  may  now  be  addressed  at 
Norway,  Coos  Co,  Oregon.  His  former  address 
was  Moscow,  Idaho. 

The  Annual  Meeting  proper  opens  on  Tuesday 

norning,  May  26,  but  a  scries  of  meetings  will  be 
ommenced  on  the  17th. 

The  District  Meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
will  be  held  in  the  Spring  Creek  church,  Dauphin 

Co,  April  29  and  30.     Further  notice  next  week. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Southeastern  Kansas  is 
to  be  held  in  the  Cedar  Creek  church,  Mount 

Ida.  April  29.  Ministerial  Meeting  will  be  held 
the  day  before.        

Some  of  our  readers  in  the  West,  who  have  worn- 
out  clothing  that  might  serve  the  purpose  of  the 

the  poor,  will  please  write  Bro.  Asa  Booth,  Adelia, 
Nebr,  inclosing  a  stamp. 

Bro.  Geo.  W.  Thomas,  formerly  of  Ames,  Iowa, 

writes  us  of  his  safe  arrival  at  Nez  Perce,  Ida- 
ho, where  he  should  hereafter  be  addressed.  He 

speaks  very  encouragingly  of  that  locality  as 
a  suitable  place  for  building  up  a  church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  will  be  pleased  to  give  information 
to  those  addressing  him  with  stamp. 

During  the  winter  the  Christian  Herald  has  col- 
lected nearly  S40.000  for  the  Armenian  sufferers. 

The  fund  is  to  be  closed  the  middle  of  April,  as 

it  is  thought  that  the  people  will  be  able  to  pro- 
vide for  themselves  soon  after  that  time.  Most 

of  them  are  returning  to  their  homes,  and  will 
soon  enter  upon  their  usual  pursuits.  It  will  be  a 

great  relief  to  learn  that  these  unfortunate  Chris- 
tians can  be  permitted  to  go  about  their  duties 

without  being  molested. 

In  Africa  there  are  said  to  be  1,000,000  Protest- 

ant natives,  to  say  nothing  of  those  who  have  ac- 
cepted the  Catholic  faith.  There  are  also  about 

1,200  European  missionaries  and  not  far  from 

1,000  mission  stations.  While  the  type  of  Chris- 
tianity thus  introduced  may  not  be  up  to  the  New 

Testament  standard,  still  the  tendency  in  the 

right  direction  is  to  be  encouraged,  with  the  hope 
that  the  movements  already  in  operation  may  be 

followed  by  those  who  will  teach  the  way  of  the 

Lord  more  perfectly. 

The  City  of  Lincoln,   Nebr.,    is taking   advance 
steps  in  the  training  of  the  youth. The  city  coun- 
cil  has  passed  a   cigarette  ordina ice,  making  it  a 
finable  offense   for   persons    unde r   eighteen   years 
of  age  to  use  cigarettes,  or  toba co  in  any  form, 

within  the   city    limits.     If   we  c nnot  reform  the 

men,  possibly  we  can  so  manage  a s  to  have  a  clean 

set  of  bovs,  and  what   Lincoln  ha s  done  is  a  step 
in  that  direction. 

Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  of  Pickrell,  Nebr,  be- 

lieves in  looking  after  the  unfortunate  in  the  pris- 
ons. He  orders  twenty  copies  of  the  Messenger, 

for  free  distribution,  to  be  sent  to  the  prison  at 
Lincoln,  Nebr,  for  three  months.  We  had  not 

thought  of  the  idea,  but  the  plan  is  most  assuredly 
a  good  one.  Why  not  have  packages  of  the  paper 
sent  to  other  prisons?  It  might  result  in  a  number 

of  conversions.  His  article,  to  appear  in  next  is- 
sue, concerning  his  recent  visit  to  the  Lincoln 

prison  will  be  read  with  interest  and  profit. 

Until  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh's  return  from  the 
Old  World,  it  was  arranged  for  Bro.  Neff  to  pre- 

pare the  Sunday  school  articles  that  have  ap- 
peared in  the  Messenger  from  week  to  week. 

These  articles  have  given  excellent  satisfaction, 

and  have  proved  very  helpful  to  a  number  of  our 

Sunday  school  workers.  Bro.  Brumbaugh  having 
returned  to  his  home,  will  now  give  special  atten- 

tion to  this  department.  His  first  article,  on  the 

lesson  for  April  5,  may  be  found  in  this  issue. 

Bro.  Neff  will  now  devote  more  time  to  the  Young 

People's  Department,  which  is  growing  in  interest. 

We  feel  confident  that  our  Sunday  School  Qnar- 

terlies,  for  the  lessons  beginning  with  the  first  Sun- 
day in  April,  will  give  the  best  satisfaction  of  any 

we  have  yet  published.  We  mailed  many  thou- 
sands of  them  during  the  last  five  days,  and  are 

prepared  to  fill  many  more  orders  on  short  notice. 

For  prices,  see  page  207  in  this  issue. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Loafer,  of  Fredonia,  California, 
would  be  pleased  to  correspond  with  one  of  our 
linisters  who  could  come  to  his  place  and  hold 

_  series  of  meetings.  He  believes  that  good  could 

be  accomplished  at  that  point  by  a  minister  who 
can  conduct  an  interesting  series  of  meetings.     He 

located  in  Bent  County,  on  the  Santa  Fe  R.  R, 

ten  miles  west  of  Las  Animas. 

PRAYER  MEETINGS. 

One  of  our  readers  wants  to  know  whether  it  is 

possible  to  obey  all  the  commandments  contained 
in  the  New  Testament?  We  never  answer  that 

kind  of  questions.  We  simply  teach  the  people 
to  love  God  and  keep  his  commandments.  The 
man  who  will  do  this  need  never  be  troubled 

about  the  cannot.  True  loyalty  knows  no  failure, 
We  are  reminded  of  the  man  who  said  if  the  Lord 

commanded  him  to  jump  through  a  stone  wall  he 
would  do  the  jumping  and  the  Lord  would  see 

that  he  got  through.  So  with  any  or  all  of  the 
commands  in  the  New  Testament.  If  we  in  full 

faith  attempt  to  do  what  is  enjoined,  the  Master 

will  see  to  the  rest.  A  little  boy,  five  years  old, 
was  told  to  jump  over  the  five-foot  fence;  aided 

by  the  father's  strong  arm  he  made  the  leap  and 
landed  with  delight  on  the  other  side.  Aided  by 

the  arm  of  the  Lord  the  earnest  saints  will  attempt 
anything  God  commands,  and  the  result  will  be 

satisfactory  to  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

We  are  asked  for  a  programme  of  a  prayer  meet- 

ing. Among  the  Brethren  these  prayer  meetings 
are  conducted  very  simple.  A  committee  of  two 

or  three  is  usually  appointed  to  select  the  leaders 

and  assign  the  subjects.  The  leader  is  apprised  of 

his  appointment  the  week  before,  and  goes  to  the 

prayer  meeting  prepared  to  conduct  it.  At  the  ap- 
pointed time  he  names  a  hymn  for  singing.  He 

next  reads  a  short  Scripture,  then  calls  to  prayer. 

After  prayer  he  announces  the  subject,  reads  some 

Scripture  bearing  on  it,  and  talks  awhile  as  he  may 

feel  disposed.  After  requesting  others  to  use  free- 
dom in  speaking  he  takes  his  seat.  Many  short 

talks  are  then  made  on  the  subject  before  the 

meeting,  interspersed  with  enough  singing  to  make 

the  meeting  edifying.  During  the  meeting  there 

are  occasional  calls  to  prayer.  When  the  time  is 

up  the  leader  names  a  hymn,  then  calls  on  some 

one  to  lead  in  prayer.  He  then  announces  the 

time,  place,  and  subject  for  the  next  meeting,  but 
does  not  announce  the  leader.  It  is  customary  to 

have  brethren  and  sisters  to  lead  the  meetings  al- 

ternately. At  these  meetings  the  sisters  have  just  sl/. 

as  good  a  right  to  speak  as  the  brethren,  and  when 
it  is  their  time  to  lead  they  should  be  accorded  the 

same  privilege  regarding  the  closing  and  announc- 
ing the  next  meeting,  given  to  the  brethren. 

It  is  no  small  matter  for  the  leader  to  so  conduct 

the  meeting  as  to  make  it  interesting,  and  yet,  at 

the  same  time,  manifest  the  meekness  becoming 

saints.  Too  much,  however,  should  not  be  expect- 
ed of  new  leaders,  and  at  no  time  should  they  be 

criticised  on  account  of  their  lack  of  skill.  We  al- 

so suggest  that  all  the  members  present  be  encour- 
aged to  officiate  in  prayer,  as  well  as  take  part  in 

the  speaking.  While  ministers  may  speak  as  well 
as  others,  still  it  would  not  be  proper  for  them  to 

take  up  so  much  of  the  time  as  to  deprive  the  laity 

of  the  privilege  that  they  need,  in  order  to  give 
them  exercise  of  this  kind. 

Furthermore,  we  wish  to  encourage  prayer-meet- 
ings. They  are  a  great  help  in  any  congregation 

when  properly  conducted.  There  should  be  no 

controversy,  nor  should  any  of  the  speeches  or 

prayers  be  lengthy.  Let  all  things  be  done  to  edi- 
fication, and  the  fruits  of  these  meetings  will  soon 

be  seen  in  the  greatly  improved  spiritual  condition 
of  the  members.  J.  H.  M. 

THE  STANDING!  COMMITTEE. 

Inside  of  a  few  weeks,  most  of  the  State  Dis- 
tricts will  have  selected  the  elders  to  compose  the 

Standing  Committee  for  the  coming  Annual  Meet- 
ing. This  work  is  always  done  by  the  delegates 

sent  from  the  local  churches,  and  is  a  matter 

of  more  importance  than  most  members  think. 
While  the  Standing  Committee  is  far  from  being 

the  strongest  body  in  our  Annual  Conference,  it 

is  nevertheless  a  force  which  exerts  a  wide  influ- 

ence in  shaping  the  decisions  that  pass  the  Meet- 
ing.    Hence   the   importance  of    this    Committee 
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ed  of  the  very  best 
to  be  found 

.  •„„  compose 

"      several  State  Districts. 
Conference   has    wisely    decided    that    the 

selected  for  the  Standing  Committee  should 

ufficiently    alternated  to   permit  an   elder   to 
Committee    only  two   years   out   of 

Our 
elders  s 

serve 
every four,   but   it   was   never   contemplated    that 

uch 
this  change  should  be  such  as  to  take  the  rounds 

0ng  the  elders  so  as  to  place  each  one  on  the 

rommittee  sometime  during  his  life,  regardless  of 
fitness.    There   is   too   much  at  stake  to  run 

such  a  risk. 
The  local  church  delegates,  at  the  District 

Meetings,  should  select  the  most  competent  men 

,  the  District, — men  who  are  known  to  be  sound 

,the  faith,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  thorough- 

ly alive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  church.  They 

lUeht  to  be  men  who  have  clear  and  wise  convic- 
tions, and  are  not  afraid  to  stand  up  for  what  they 

believe  to  be  right. 
We  live  in  an  aggressive  age,  and  the  church 

nust  be  more  aggressive  in  her  work.  We  need 

men  in  every  department  of  our  church  work  who 

:  full  of  this  aggressive  spirit,  as  well  as  loyal 

to  the  principles  of  the  Fraternity.  We  are  reach- 

ing out  to  other  fields  with  our  missionaries,  tracts, 

papers,  Sunday  schools  and  other  aids,  and  need 
men  who  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  every 

good  work  of  the  kind,  so  that  the  wisest  measures 

may  be  urged  by  them  and  adopted  by  the  Con- 
ference. 

was  no  uncommon  thing  in  the  apostolic  age 

to  select  men  for  important  labors  on  account  of 

their  peculiar  fitness,  and  it  is  just  as  wise  to  do 

same  to-day.  The  seven  chosen  to  superin- 
tend the  proper  distribution  of  supplies  among 

widows  at  Jerusalem,  were  selected  with  the 

greatest  care.  The  fifteenth  chapter  of  Acts  shows 

how  careful  the  apostles  and  others  were  in  se- 
lecting men  for  special  missions,  and  for  us  at 

Update  to  insist  upon  equal  wisdom  in  selecting 
Ai  ,to  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  is  of  vital 

importance  also.  J.  H.  M. 

EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Thirteen. 

ANIMAL  WORSHIP  AMONG  THE  HINDUS. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  obtain  reliable  informa- 
tion in  traveling  through  a  country  without  a 

speaking  knowledge  of  the  language.  Guides  and 

even  guide-books  are  not  always  to  be  depended 

upon.  The  former  are  often  given  to  exaggeration, 

and  the  latter  are  sometimes  gotten  up  more  for 

the  money  to  be  made  in  selling  them  than  for 

giving  reliable  information.  In  these  gleanings  de- 
pendence has  not  been  placed  upon  information 

picked  up  at  random  here  and  there,  but  the  best 
authorities  on  India  and  Hinduism,  Brahmanism 

and  Buddhism  have  been  examined  and  used.  It 

may  be  in  point  to  state  that  the  best  books  on  In- 

dia are  sold  at  very  high  prices.  Sir  Monier  Wil- 
liams' books  on  Buddhism  and  Hinduism,  although 

of  only  medium  size,  bound  in  cloth,  cost  about  six 
dollars  each.  It  is  sometimes  urged  that  our 

hooks  at  home  are  too  high,  but  compared  with 

the  prices  here  and  in  England,  they  are  very 
cheap. 

Iri  our  last  letter  we  considered  some  of  the 

worst  phases  of  idolatry  as  found  in  India.  Since 

then  we  have  visited  some  temples,  the  stone 

carvings  upon  which  are  too  obscene  and  degrad- 
mS  to  even  think  about.  If  there  is  a  depth  of 

degradation  and  vileness  that  has  not  been  reached 

hy  'he  Hindu  Saktists  in  their  idolatry,  it  has  not 

b«n  made  known  to  humanity.  It  is  really  pleas- 

ant  to  turn  away  from  the  most  revolting  phase  of 

'dolatry  to  one  at  least  less  degrading  in  its  tend- 
enci«,  that  is,  animal  worship. 

Before  giving  a  brief  account  of  animal  worship, 

it  is  only  right  to  say  that  the  educated  Brah- 

ans  do  not  believe  in  idolatry.  In  conversation 

with  them  they  have  told  us  that  there  is  nothing 
n  the  idols,  but  the  people  want  them  and  wor- 

ihip  them,  and  the  priest  gets  his  living  and  is 

satisfied  to  allow  them  to  ignorantly  worship 

stocks  and  stones.  Ignorance  is  the  devil's  strong- 
hold. In  the  days  of  slavery  in  the  South,  laws 

were  enacted  against  educating  the  negro.  So 

here  the  lower  classes  are  kept  in  ignorance,  the 

ready  handmaid  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  If 

the  masses  were  educated  the  power  of  the  Brah- 

man priest  would  be  shaken  off  and  idolatry  re- 
ceive a  deadly  blow. 

ANIMAL  WORSHIP. 

Animal  worship  as  it  is  found  in  India  has  been 

common  among  idolatrous  peoples  in  all  ages  of 

the  world.  The  Egyptians,  as  is  well  known,  wor- 

shiped many  kinds  of  animals,  including  birds, 
reptiles,  and  even  insect  life.  The  Israelites  made 

their  golden  calf  at  Mt.  Sinai,  having  received 
their  idea  of  the  idol  from  their  taskmasters  in 

Egypt,  who  worshiped  Apis,  or  the  White  Ox. 
But  history  gives  no  record  equaling  the  excess 

to  which  the  worship  of  animals  has  been  carried 

in  India.  According  to  a  popular  belief  among 

the  people,  there  are  no  less  than  eight  million, 
four  hundred  thousand  living  creatures  into  which 

a  man  may  pass  before  reaching  a  final  resting 

place.  And  this  belief,  firmly  held  by  the  masses, 
has  led  them  to  worship  everything  in  which 

there  is  life.  This  may,  and  does,  seem  quite  ab- 
surd to  us,  but  it  has  to  the  Hindu  the  reality  of 

an  unbounded  faith.  He  firmly  believes  that  not 

only  his  own  soul,  but  even  the  soul  of  his  god 

may  pass  into  an  animal  form.  Indeed,  we  need 

not  go  back  very  far  in  the  history  of  our  own  an- 
cestry until  we  find  them  worshiping  animals  and 

offering  human  sacrifices  to  their  idols,  and  such 
would  we  be  to-day,  were  it  not  for  the  religion  of 

Jesus  Christ. 
This  belief  among  the  Hindus  accounts  for  the 

fact  that  they  rarely  eat  flesh,  and  take  "no  delight 
in  killing  animals.  Hunting  simply  for  sport  is 

unknown  among  them.  Many  of  the  most  radi- 
cal of  them  will  drink  no  water  without  straining 

it,  lest  they  inadvertently  destroy  animal  life. 

One  necessary  article  to  the  so-called  holy  man's 
scanty  outfit  is  a  small  water  strainer.  This  be- 

lief also  begets  in  the  Hindu  a  strong  love  for  all 

of  God's  creatures;  and  it  is  always  a  matter  of 

great  interest  and  curiosity  to  see  hew  animals  of 
almost  every  description  live  on  terms  of  the 

very  closest  intimacy  with  human  beings.  We  ob- 
served many  times  while  in  India  this  relationship. 

While  we  write  these  lines  a  crow  sits  within  a 

few  feet  from  us,  eyeing  the  movement  of  the  pen 

with  much  apparent  interest.  No  fear  is  mani- 
fested, for  even  the  birds  trust  their  friends. 

And  so  here  in  India  the  feathered  songsters 

build  their  nests  and  brood  their  young  about  the 

houses,  by  the  wayside,  and  in  the  fields  before 

the  eyes  of  every  passer-by,  and  within  easy  reach 

of  every  school  boy,  without  the  least  fear  of  be- 

ing molested.  The  birds  of  the  air  and  the  beasts 

of  the  field  share  a  portion  of  the  home  and  food 

of  the  farmer  as  a  matter  of  right,  without  protest 

or  grudging  on  his  part.  In  the  towns  and  cities 

the  ox  and  the  cow  roam  at  their  own  will  on  side- 

walk and  pavement,  and  jostle  you  on  the  streets; 

monkeys  make  their  homes  on  the  housetop  and 

amuse  you  with  their  playful  antics,  and  annoy  you 

with  their  thieving  propensities;  squirrels  
frisk 

about  the  verandas  and  gladly  share  your  meal 

on  the  slightest  invitation;  parrots  in  brilliant 

plumage  of  red,  green  and  gold,  chatter  
about  the 

windows  and  peer  inquisitively  into  
your  cham- 

bers. Crows  sit  on  your  window-sills  and  
make 

themselves  quite  at  home  in  your  rooms,  
carrying 

off  and  hiding  any  small  article  that  may  please 

their  fancy;  sparrows  come  and  go  at  their  own 

sweet  will,  picking  crumbs  from  the  tablecloth  or 

bread-plate,  and  resting  complacently  upon  any 

ojection  on  the  wall;  lizards  chase  each  other  up 

d  down  the  walls  of  your  sitting-room  and  hide 
themselves  away  in  the  folds  of  your  bed-clothing; 

snakes,  at  some  places  during  the  rainy  season, 

make  themselves  unpleasantly  familiar  with  the 

interior  of  your  home;  and  if  your  house  be  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town,  the  jackals  will  give  you 

a  nightly  serenade  with  almost  human-like  voice. 
We  confess  that  the  Hindu  love  for  animals 

touches  a  responsive  chord  in  our  heart,  and 
while  we  would  love  to  have  them  all  embrace 

Christianity  and  worship  the  true  and  living  God, 

we  would  not  like  to  see  them  lose  their  sym- 

pathy for  the  lowest  of  God's  creatures.  We  will- 
ingly admit  that  many  professing  Christians,  who 

beat  and  abuse  their  faithful  animal  servants, 

might  well  learn  lessons  of  mercy  from  the  Hindus, 

remembering  that  our  Bible  teaches  that  "  a  right- 

eous man  regardeth  the  life  of  his  beast  "  and  that 

the  Master  said:  "Be  ye  therefore  merciful." 
Of  all  animals,  worshiped  by  the  Hindus,  the 

cow  and  ox  must  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 

list.  In  a  preceding  letter  attention  has  been 

called  to  the  worship  of  the  cow.  To  a  people 
who  never  kill  animals  for  food,  and  who  have  no 

horses  for  their  plows  and  carts,  the  value  of  the 

cow  for  nourishment,  and  the  ox  for  farming  pur- 

poses cannot  be  overestimated.  The  cow  is  held 
in  the  higest  veneration.  Every  part  of  its  body 

is  the  supposed  abode  of  some  one  of  the  Hindus' 
many  deities.  Every  hair  on  its  body  is  held 
sacred,  and  to  the  cow  worshiper,  its  five  products 

are  of  all  things  most  holy.*  The  very  ashes  of 
her  excrete,  if  applied  to  the  person  of  a  wicked 

man  will,  it  is  supposed,  make  a  good  man  of  him. 

Believing  all  this,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 

the  heaven  of  one  of  the  Hindu  gods, — "  Krishna," 
— is  known  as  Go-loka  or,  literally,  "cow  world." 

The  Hindus  also  believe  in  a  divine  cow  known 

as  Surabhi  or  "cow  of  plenty,"  representations 
of  which  are  to  be  seen  in  temples,  or  are  kept 

in  houses  for  the  purpose  of  domestic  worship. 

The  ox  is  dedicated  to  the  god  Siva,  and  in  every 

temple  where  the  symbols  of  this  god  are  dis- 
played is  to  be  seen  the  stone  image  of  the  ox  in 

a  reclining  posture  facing  the  idol.  Pious  Hindus' 
believe  that  they  cannot  attain  higher  merit  than 

to  brand  an  ox  with  Siva's  trident  and  turn  it  loose 
to  roam  at  full  freedom  about  the  City  of  Be- 

nares, or  Gaya.  At  Benares  we  saw  a  number  of 

these  huge  animals  walking  independently  about 

the  streets.  The  gift  and  turning  loose  of  such 

an  animal  is  attended  with  much  ceremony. 

Cows  are  also  kept  in  Hindu  temples.  We  vis- 
ited many  of  these  temples,  and  we  could  see 

scores  of  cows  stalled  inside  where  the  priests 

would  not  allow  us  to  walk  lest  we  should  pollute 

the  holy  place.  Even  if  we  entered  the  outer 
court  we  were  required  to  put  off  our  shoes.  The 

temples  were,  according  to  our  notion,  made  filthy 

by  being  turned  into  cow  stables,  but  to  the  Hin- 
du this  only  purified  and  made  them  holy.  How 

radically  different  are  our  views  as  to  what  is  pure 
and  cleanly! 

To  show  to  what  excess  cow  worship  has  been 

carried,  the  following  fact  related  by  Williams,  is 

given:  "At  Ogra  there  is  an  image  of  a  man 
named  Mukunda.  The  Brahman,  who  was  my 

guide  when  I  visited  this  place,  gravely  informed 
me  that  it  represented  a  celebrated  saint,  who  felt 
himself  compelled  to  commit  suicide  by  jumping 

into  a  neighboring  river,  as  a  penalty  for  having  ac- 
cidentally swallowed  the  hair  of  a  cow  by  drinking 

milk  without  straining  it."  D.  L.  M. 

•  Sir  Monier  Willia 
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'  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  i 

THE  CARPENTER'S  SON. 

Thev  said,  "  The  Carpenter's  son-"    T 
No  dearer  thing  in  the  Book  I  see, 
For  he  must  have  risen  with  the  light, 

And  patiently  toiled  until  the  night. 
He.  too,  was  weary  when  evening  came 
For  well  he  knoweth  our  mortal  frame, 

And  he  remembers  the  weight  and  dm 
So  his  trail  children  may  sing  and  trust 

We  often  toil  till  our  eyes  grow  dim, 

Yet  our  hearts  faint  not  because  of  him 
The  workers  are  striving  everywhere, 

Some  with  a  pitiful  load  of  care. 

Many  in  peril  upon  the  sea, 

Or  deep  in  the  mine's  dark  mystery, 
While  mothers  nor  day  nor  night  can  r 

I  fancy  the  Master  loves  them  best. 

For  many  a  little  head  has  lain 

On  the  heart  pierced  by  redemption's  i 
He  was  so  tender  with  fragile  things, 

He  saw  the  sparrow  with  broken  wings 
His  mother,  loveliest  woman  born, 
Had  humble  tasks  in  her  home  each  m 

e  his  lovl 

For  labor,  the  common  lot  of  man, 

Is  part  of  a  kind  Creator's  plan, 
And  he  is  king  whose  brow  is  wet 

With  the  pearl-gemmed  crown  of  hone: 
Some  glorious  day,  this  understood, 
All  toilers  will  be  a  brotherhood. 

With  brain  or  hand  the  purpose  is  one 

And  the  muster  workman,  God's  own  S 

THE  PILLARS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

1!V    HOWARD    MILLER. 

We  often  hear  this  phrase  used,  and  the  idea  it 
usually  conveys  is  that  of  someone  who  is  of 

great  importance  to  the  church,  and  without 
whom  it  would  be  hard  to  get  along.  The  fact  is 

that  no  man  is  indispensable,  and  that  as  the  Chris- 
tian religion  got  along  for  a  good  many  hundreds 

of  years  before  any  of  us  were  born  it  is  also 
true  that  it  will  get  on  equally  as  well  after 
we  have  gone  hence.  Some  people  act  and 
talk  as  if  the  whole  matter  depended  on  them, 
and  they  insist  on  their  way  as  though  wisdom 
would  die  with  them. 

These  people  are  the  ones  who  are  usually  called 

the  pillars  of  the  church,  and  I  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent an  entirely  different  personality  as  repre- 

senting the  real  pillars  of  the  church,  that  is  those 
who  are  a  credit  to  the  Christian  work,  and  who 

will  be  both  mourned  and  missed  when  they  go 
home. 

They  are  more  common  than  we  would  suppose, 
and  they  are  to  be  found  in  almost  every  church. 
Cast  your  eye  over  the  congregation  and  note 
that  old  woman  in  black.  She  sits  there  with  her 

hands  folded  over  the  hymnbook,  and  listens 
or  drops  off  in  a  doze  as  the  sermon  proceeds.  She 
is  unknown  outside  of  her  little  world,  and  her 

name  is  never  seen  in  print  and  never  will  be 
until  her  obituary  is  written.  All  her  life  has  been 
cleanly  and  well  ordered.  She  has  ministered  to 

the  sick,  fed  the  hungry,  and  clothed  the  poor 
with  never  a  thought  of  reward.  She  has  seen  the 

living  die,  and  she  wept  at  the  funeral  of  her 
own  loved  ones,  and  she  has  come  back  to 

the  routine  of  life,  saddened,  but  hopeful,  and  is 
only  waiting  till  the  shadows  fall  athwart  her 

last  day.  And  she  is  waiting  fearlessly  and 
goes  home  gladly. 
And  over  there  is  a  man  who  is  never  heard  in 

debate,  and  who  would    be  utterly  confounded    if 

called    upon    to    stand    up   before   a   crowd    ail 
say  a  few  words.     He  is  not  on  the  list  of  speake 
and  he  would  never  be  thought  of  in    connection 
with    any    public    demonstration.     He    is    not 

candidate  for   the  empty   honors   of  managemer 
And  he  is  never  so  chosen.     But  all  his  life  he  h; 

been   thoroughly   honest   and    upright.     His   word 
is  as  good  as  his  bond.     He  is  at  peace  with  h 
neighbors  and  he  is  not  seeking  the  ragged  garment 
of  public  popularity.    When  there  is  aught  to  bi 

done  he  is  always  there  to  do  his  just  share. 
And  the  poor  know  him  and  bless  him.  He 

does  not  know  that  he  is  doing  anything  out  of  the 

ordinary,  and  he  will  die  as  he  lived,— in  the  well- 
earned  hope  of  a  home  beyond. 

Stand  aside,  man  of  letters,  and  you,  preach- 

er and  so-called  pillar,  off  with  your  hat  and 
do  deference  to  these  when  they  have  passed 

away,  for  they  are  not  only  the  pillars  of  the  church; 
but  they  are  the  very  foundation  stones  on  which 
the  pillars  rest,  and  they  are  what  confound 
the  atheist  and  not  your  rounded  periods  and  your 

eloquence. 
And  they  have  not  been  a  few,  for  on  many  a 

hillside  where  the  long  grass  grows  and  the  bee 

drones  over  the  neglected  flower  their  moss- 
grown  graves  are  numbered  by  the  thousands. 
They  are  not  there,  for  they  have  risen,  and  all  that 
they  dreamed  that  it  might  be  to  them  is  theirs, 
and  more  than  they  hoped  for. 
Lcwisburgh,  Pa. 

ACQUAINTED  WITH  OOD. 

BY   PHEBE    B.    MOORE. 

Have  we  time  to  get  acquainted  with  God? 
This  question  impressed  me  very  forcibly  when 
reading  of  an  aged  father,  who,  after  months 
of  painful  illness,  lay  dying.  As  his  sons  were 

standing  around  him  to  receive  his  parting  coun- 

sel, he  said,  "  Boys,  God  has  been  good  to  me.  He 
given  me  many  friends,  good  children,  a  lov- 
wife,  and  abundant  means;  but  what  I 

thank  him  for  now,  most  of  all,  is  this  long  and 
painful  illness.  Without  it  my  life  would  have 

been  a  failure.  I  should  have  gone  hence  with- 
knowing,  as  I  should,  the  only  thing  worth 

knowing.  Whatever  you  do  or  whatever  you  leave 

undone,  whether  you  make  another  cent  of  money 

not,  take  time  to  get  acquainted  with  God." 
\re  we  acquainted  with  God  whom  we  profess 

to  serve?  Or  are  we  spending  all  our  time  un- 

wisely, with  our  minds  full  of  other  thoughts? 
Perhaps  the  God  we  profess  to  love  may  be  a  far- 
off  acquaintance,  and  would  be  almost  a  stranger 
to  us  were  wc  suddenly  brought  into  His  presence. 
Are  we  hurrying  through  this  busy  world  and 

not  stopping  to  think  how  richly  and  abundant- 
ly God  is  bestowing  his  blessings  upon  us   daily? 
Should  we  not  be  willing  to  sacrifice  time,  or 

even  rejoice  in  our  afflictions,  if  God  so  orders, 
realizing  that  they  may  be  the  means  of  draw- 

ing us  nearer  to  him,  and,  in  the  end,  will  yield  the 
peaceable  fruit  of  righteousness?  It  may  also  be 
well  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  is  chastening  us,  not  for  his  pleasure,  but  for 
our  profit,  that  we  may  become  partakers  of  His 
divine  nature. 

Then,  may  we  not  become  more  and  more  like 

God  till  we  are  changed  into  the  same  image  from 
glory  to  glory,  till  the  divine  in  us  outshines  the 
human?  Let  me  suggest  that  we  be  more  thank- 

ful at  all  times  to  our  Maker,  and  keep  in  mind 
the  fact  that  we  have  a  dear  Father  in  heaven, 

and  that  there  is  a  mercy-seat  where  we  can  com- 
mune with  him. 

How  important  it  is  that  we  learn  to  love  him, 

and  linger  long  at  a  throne  of  grace,  in  child- 
like simplicity,  to  talk  with  God  and  ask  Him  for 

what  we  feel  we  need.  It  is,  indeed,  comforting 
to  know  that  God  is  incessantly  speaking  to  us 
and  will  do  much  for  us  if  we  will  but  stop  to 
listen  to  him.  By  so  doing  we  may  become  better 
acquainted  with  him,  and  make  our  hearts  a  de- 

lightful place  for  him  to  dwell,  and  direct  our  ac- 
tion 

i  life. 

Alt.  Morris,  111. 

ORNAMENTS  FORBIDDEN. 

BY    D.   C.    BURKHOLDER. 

Nothing  should  be  worn  simply  because  it  is  the 
fashion.  Rom.  12:  1,  2;  Ex.  23:  2;  2  Cor.  6:  14-18; 
Eph.  4:  17;  1  Pet.  1;  14;  1  John  2:  15-17;  Jude  23. 

Christians  should  not  follow  the  fashions.  Matt. 

5;  J4-16;    Eph.    5;   7-15;   Rev.    1:     20.     Nothing 

should    be    worn    that   is   for  ornament    onl 
Pet.    2:  3.     Read    carefully  and  you  will  see  tt. 

putting  on  of  apparel  for  adorning  is  just  as  plaJ* 
forbidden  as  gold  or  hair  plaiting. 

But  what  is    "putting  on   of  apparel?"     r 

swer,   Those   parts   of    dress   under  the   name  " 
trimmings,  such  as  lace,  fringes,  ruffles,  embroider!' 
ribbons,    braid,    and    strips     of    velvet,    silk 

bright  colors. 
Christian  parents  are  bound  to  refrain  from  m 

ting  ornaments  on  the    dress  of  their  children  a 

much    as   on    their  own.     This  agrees   with  God's 
Word,   if  you    carefully  read  the.  following  scr 

tures;  Gen.  35:   1-4;  Ex.  33:  4-6;    Isaiah  3;  ,^i 
What  do  those  gaudy  trimmings  and  ornament 

upon  your  dress  say  to  every  one  who  meels 

you?  Do  they  not  make  the  impression  that 
you  wish  to  show  off  well?  The  world  understand 
your  testimony  as  you  walk  the  streets.  You  are 

"living  epistles,  known  and  read  of  all  men" 
Some  one  might  say,  "  I  can  afford  to  wear 
these  things;  they  are  my  own;  I  pay  for  them." 

"Ye  are  not  your  own;  for  ye  are  bought  with 
a  price;  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body  and 

spirit,  which  are  God's."  Rom.  14:  12.  "Thou 
shalt  not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil."  Ex.  23:  2 
But  so  many  professed  Christians  and  ministers 

say,  "It  is  not  harmful  to  adorn  the  body." 
"  If  any  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you  than 
that  you  have  received  let  him.  be  accursed." 

Gal.  1 :  9  Some  say,  "  I  love  God,  and  my  heart  is 

not  set  on  these  ornaments."  It  is  easy  to  say 
so,  but  if  your  ornaments  were  all  stripped  off 
you  would  then  find  it  to  the  contrary.  Let  youi 
attire  be  so  as  to  promote  neatness  and  tidiness,  ir 

simplicity  and  good  taste,— not  slovenly  and  repul 

Christians  (all  those  who  are  Christlike)  arete 

be  followers  of  Christ,— not  of  the  world.  "Ye 
are  not  of  this  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of 

the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  yi 

John  15:  19.  Christ  said,  ■"  Ye  are  the  light  of 
the  world."  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  ̂ ajtfj'i 
who  profess  to  be  Christians,  go  hand  in  h^u 

with  the  world.  God's  Word  teaches  us  that  if  we 
want  to  be  Christians  we  must  not  be  unequally 

yoked  together  with  unbelievers.  The  friend- 
ship of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God;  whosoever, 

therefore,  will  be  a  friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy 
of  God. 

Newburg,  Pa. 

KIND  WORDS. 

SELECTED    BY    LIZZIE    G.    HUMMER. 

Speak  kindly  in  the  morning;  it  brightens  the 
cares  of  the  day  and  makes  the  household  and 
all   other   affairs   move    along   more   smoothly. 

Speak  kindly  at  night,  for  it  may  be  that  before 
the  dawn  some  loved  one  may  finish  h;s  or  her  span 
of  life,  and  it  will  be  too  late  to  ask  forgiveness. 

Speak  kindly  at  all  times.  It  encourages  the 
downcast,  cheers  the  sorrowing,  and  very  likely 

awakens  the  erring  to  earnest  resolves  to  d° 

better,  with  strength  to  keep  them.  Kind  words 

are  balm  to  the  soul.  They  oil  up  the  entire  ma- 
chinery  of   life    and    keep    it    in    running   order. 

"  Many  parents  allow  their  children  to  grow  up 

without  warning  them  of  the  awful  pitfalls  of  in- 
iquity that  lie  in  their  paths  of  future  life.  The 

children  fall  victims  to  secret,  soul-destroying  sins 

and  '  perish  for  lack  of  knowledge,'  because  they 

were  not  warned  of  these  dangers  by  their  parents. 

Too  many  times  their  ability  to  resist  these  awful 
soul-damning  influences  have  been  weakened  by 

the  inherited  sin  of  the  parents.  The  impure 
thoughts  of  the  fathers  and  mothers,  though  kept 

secret,  are  developed  in  the  sons  or  daughters  into 

actions,  bringing  sorrow  and  shame  upon  the  par- ents, and  ending  in  destruction  of  both  sou 

body  to  the  children.  'Train  up  a  child  in 

way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will 

depart  from  it.'  " 

1  and 
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From  the  Yellow  Creek  Church,  Ind. 

Our  first  quarterly  council  for  1896  occurred 

Feb.  29.  Considerable  business  came  before  the 

meeting,  but  the  work  was  conducted  as  all  Chris- 
tian business  meetings  should  be.  It  was  decided 

to  choose  two  deacons  sometime  in  the  future  to 

help  those  already  in  office. 

Our  protracted  meeting  began  March  16  and  is 
still  in  progress.  Eight  souls  have  decided  to 
leave  the  world  and  follow  Christ.  Others  are 
counting  the  cost  and  are  almost  persuaded  to 
start  for  heaven  also.  Bro.  P.  W.  Stuckman  is 
conducting  the  meetings.  The  congregation  has 
been  increasing  and  good  attention  has  been  given 

to  the  preached  Word  thus  far.      Irvin  S.  Burns. 
Wakarusa,  Ind.,  March  15. 

From  the  Wabash  Church,  Ind. 

This  church  met  in  quarterly  council  March  27, 
at  1  P.  M.  There  was  a  good  representation  of 
members  at  this  meeting.  The  love  feast  this  year 
will  be  after  harvest.     No  date  has  been  set  yet. 

Bro.  Samuel  Frantz  was  elected  clerk  of  the 

church.  Bro.  J.  W.  Brubaker,  for  several  years 

past,  has  faithfully  served  the  church  in  that  ca- 
pacity and  also  in  the  office  of  deacon,  but  will 

soon,  with  his  family,  move  to  the  Eel  River 
church.  Three  letters  were  given  to  members  of 

their  family.     We  regret  their  departure. 

A  letter  was  also  given  to  a  young  brother  mov- 

ing to  North  Dakota.  Seven  members  were  add- 
ed by  letter  and  gladly  received  by  the  church, 

''tjne  sister  was  received  by  letter  in  January.  Jan. 
no,  after  services  at  the  church,  a  young  man  was 

received  by  baptism,  making,  in  all,  nine  acces- 
sions since  New  Year. 

Delegate  to  Annual  Meeting,  E.  S.  Brubaker; 
alternate,  N.  W.  Crumrine;  to  District  Meeting, 

L.  W.  Pulley,  Samuel  Frantz.  Our  Sunday  school 

opens  the  first  Sunday  in  April.  Bro.  John  Frantz 
was  elected  Superintendent,  Kittie  Hursh. 

have  good  reason  to  hope  that  I  will  not  be  alone 
very  long,  especially  if  we  can  get  Bro.  Wine  to 
preach  for  us  a  few  more  times.  He  certainly 
held  forth  the  Word  of  God  with  ability.  A  few 

tracts  would  be  of  great  benefit,  if  they  could  be 

had  free,  for  I  am  too  poor  to  pay  for  them  my- 
self, and  have  no  help  in  the  work.  If  I  had  a 

few  Gospel  Messengers  for  distribution,  I  know 
that  God  would  bless  the  work. 

Bro.  Wine  came  to  our  place  Feb.  29,  remaining 
until  March  9,  preaching  eleven  sermons.  Our 
meetings  grew  in  interest  all  the  time  and  the  last 

night  the  house  was  full. 
Bunker  Hill  is  on  the  line  of  the  C.  V.  R.  R.,  and 

should  any  of  our  Brethren  be  passing  this   way, 
we   would   be   glad   to  have  them  stop  and  speak 
a  word  for  Jesus.     They  will  be  received  kindly. 

Jacob  Entler. 
March  10. 

From  Llnhamn,  Sweden. 

A  love  feast  was  held  at  Linhamn,  March  1.  It 

was  like  the  occasion  when  Christ  Jesus  and  his  dis- 
ciples ate  their  memorable  last  supper  together  on 

this  earth,  as  our  number  around  the  table  was 
twelve.     It  was  a  feast  to  the  soul,  indeed. 

Bro.  A.  Gustafson,  from  Kjeflinge,  who  has  been 

confined  in  prison  for  three  months,  has  just  re- 
turned home.  He  has  been  with  us  for  about  a 

week,  delivering  some  soul-cheering  sermons. 

While  in  prison  his  faith  has  been  put  to  a  test,  in- 
deed, as  well  as  that  of  our  Bro.  Risberg.  On 

Christmas,  when  Bro.  Gustafson  had  to  spend  some 

lonely  hours  in  prison,  he  felt  much  distressed,  but 

found  conTfort  in  the  thought,  "  Christ  suffered 
more  than  this  for  you. 

The  clouds  were  removed 

they  had  to  suffer,  these  1 
ing  in  Christ,  thanking  hii 
worthy  to  suffer  with  him. 

March  2. 

What    a    consolation! 
While  it  was  sad  that 

ar  brethren  are  rejoic- 
that  they  were  counted 

C.  Anderson. 

From  Sabetha,  Kans. 

A  few  weeks  ago  quite  an  intelligent  looking 

man  came  into  our  church.  His  object  was  to  wor- 
ship with  us.  He  was  of  the  Methodist  faith.  He 

made  some  remarks  at  the  close  of  our  Sunday 

school,  and  seemed  very  earnest,  and  not  only  full 
of  words  but  also  of  the  Spirit.  He  warned  us 

earnestly,  saying  that  the  world  has  swallowed  up 
his  church  almost  entirely,  and  that  it  is  robbing  all 
the  churches  more  or  less.  He  was  glad  to  find  a 

place  where  professors  may  meet,  and  conscienti- 
ously worship,— something  that  he  could  not  do  with 

his  own  people.  Let  us  beware,  brethren,  lest  we, 
too,  be  swallowed  up  by  the  world. 

I  see  a  great  difference  in  the  church  now,  com- 
pared to  what  it  was  when  I  first  learned  to  know 

the  Brethren.  Was  it  right  then,  or  is  it  just  get- 
ting right  now?  This  question  often  crosses  my 

mind.  If  we  are  determined  to  follow  the  world  in 

appearance,  let  us  keep  down  and  back,  where  oth- 
ers will  not  be  influenced  by  us,  but  is  it  not  strange 

that  such  want,  as  a  rule,  to  be  leaders?  May  the 
Lord  help  us  to  watch  and  pray! 

Archie  Van  Dyke March '3- 

From  Bunker  Hill,  W.  V». 

A  glorious  meeting  was  recently  held  by  Bro. 
Wm.  Wine,  of  Winchester,  Va.,  at  the  above  place, 
wifhin  the  bounds  of  the  Berkley  church,  but  at 

th's  place  we  are  quite  isolated,  the  writer  being 
*e  only  member  here.  A  few  members  are  living 

at  a  distance   of  three   miles   and   upward,  but  I 

From  Baltimore,  Md. 

A  new  field  of  work  has  been  opened  up  here 

by  Bro.  James  T.  Quinlan,  at  Locust  Point,  a  part 
of  South  Baltimore,  inhabited  chiefly  by  the  poor- 

er classes,  and  noted  also  as  the  receiving  station 

for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  emigrants  who, 

every  year,  enter  the  country  at  this  port. 
Here  he  has  rented  a  part  of  the  U.  S.  Emigrant 

House,  a  building  located  in  "  Beer  Block,"  so 
called  because  it  has  the  proud  distinction  of  sup- 

porting twenty  saloons, — more  than  any  other 
block  in  the  city. 

In  this  location  he  proposes  to  engage  in  active 

work  among  the  foreigners,  as  well  as  the  popu 
lation  of  the  Point.  The  latter  amount  to  about  si> 

thousand,  and  as  there  are  only  two  or  three  small 
missions  besides  one  Catholic  church  in  this  section, 

it  can  be  readily  seen  that  the  field  is  both  large 

and  promising.  Bro.  Quinlan  seems  to  be  peculiar- 

ly adapted  for  this  kind  of  work,  and  as  a  result 

of  his  efforts,  we  have  crowds  at  the  meetings, 

which  are  held  every  night  in  the  week,  with  Sun- 

day school  and  preaching  on  Sunday. 

On  Monday  night  of  this  week,  at  least  a  hun- 

dred persons  were  present,  thirty  of  whom  had  to 

stand  during  the  service,  owing  to  lack  of  chairs. 

In  spite  of  this  inconvenience,  however,  the  orde
r 

was  good.  Three  nights  in  the  week  meetings 
 in 

English  are  held  by  Bro.  Quinlan,  ably  secon
ded 

by  Bro.  Le  Compte  and  others,  and  on  t
he  remain- 

ing three  nights  services  in  German  are  
con- 

ducted by  Bro.  Frederick  Erich.  Sunday  night, 

March  I  Bro.  Wm.  E.  Roop,  of  Westmi
nster, 

preached  the  first  sermon.  A  number  
of  sisters, 

some  of  them  coming  from  Woodberry,  
ten  miles 

away,  have  been  assisting  with  the  sin
ging. 

The  Boys'  and  Girls'  Bible  School  is  st
ill  main- 

tained at  12  W.  Camden  Street,  and  it  takes  
a  large 

part  of  Bro.  Quinlan's  time  to  l
ook  after  the  inter- 

ests of  both  places. 

Any  ministers  passing  through
  the  city 

vited  to  stop  off  and 
the  work  and  preach  for 

Joseph  J.  Ellis. 

Working  for  the  Master. 

As  has  been  reported,  our  series  of  meetings  in 

the  Mississinewa  church  closed  with  a  good  inter- 
est. The  church  was  much  revived,  and  we  had 

several  accessions.  We  have  seen  our  dark  days, 

and  rejoice  to  see  the  clouds  disperse,  and  the  sun- 

shine of  God's  pleasure  beam  upon  us.  May  the 
"  Lord  increase  our  faith!  " 

Much  sickness  prevails  in  our  locality.  Feb.  22, 

in  company  with  Eld.  Samuel  Younce,  we  went  to 
the  northern  part  of  our  church  district  to  anoint 
sister  Smith.  She  enjoyed  the  services  much,  and 

we  trust  she  may  be  spared  to  her  little  family. 
Feb.  24,  as  wife  and  I  were  starting  to  Muncie,  a 
brother  came  to  our  home  and  requested  us  to  be 
at  the  church  at  2  P.  M.,  as  there  were  two  wanting 
to  be  received  into  the  church.  We  went  on  to 

town,  returning  in  the  afternoon  to  the  church, 
where  we  met  with  several  of  our  members.  After 

short  services,  we  repaired  to  the  water  where  the 

ordinance  of  baptism  was  administered. 
Feb.  29,  we  met  in  our  regular  quarterly  church 

council.  Much  business  came  before  the  meeting, 

but  all  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian  spirit.  Ar- 

rangements were  made  to  have  preaching  in  differ- 
ent places  in  our  home  district.  It  was  also  decided 

to  ask  for  a  co-operation  of  the  churches  adjoining 
Muncie,  and  secure  a  place  to  have  preaching  in 

the  city.  Since  our  Annual  Meeting  was  held 
there,  we  have  received  many  pressing  calls,  but 
there  have  never  been  any  steps  taken.  May  the 

good  Lord  open  up  the  way! 

Brethren  A.  C.  Young  and  Wm.  R.  Miller  will 

represent  our  church  at  District  Meeting  and  the 
writer  at  Annual  Meeting.  We  decided  to  hold 

our  Communion  June  12,  at  10  A.  M.  It  was  also 

agreed  upon  to  cancel  the  appointments  at  our  old 
churchhouse,  and  to  have  preaching  in  Eaton. 
The  old  house  has  served  us  for  many  years.  It 

was  built  in  1857.  To  our  knowledge  but  three  of 
the  members  are  living,  that  were  living  when  the 
Mississinewa  church  was  first  organized.  They  are 

Eld.  John  U.  Studebaker  and  wife,  of  Shideler,  Ind., 
and  Eld.  Geo.  W.  Studebaker,  of  Fredonia,  Kans. 

Eld.  Samuel  Younce  preached  the  last  sermon  in 
the  old  house  March  8. 

Monday,  March  2,  two  men  called  at  our  home, 
with  the  request  that  we  make  haste  to  the  home  of 

Mr.  Henry  Beall,  as  his  wife  was  not  expected  to 
live,  and  wanted  to  be  received  into  the  church.  In 

company  with  wife,  and  sister  Burkey,  we  went  to 
this  home,  some  eight  miles  distant.  We  found 
the  sister  in  a  critical  condition.  Very  slight  hopes 

were  entertained  for  her  recovery  by  her  physi- 
cians. She  stated  her  request  to  me.  When  asked 

if  she  had  faith  enough  to  stand  baptism,  she  an- 

swered very  positively,  "  Yes."  As  soon  as  the 

necessary  preparations  were  made  she  was  bap- 
tized. She  then  rejoiced  in  the  God  of  her  salva- 

tion. She  lived  until  the  following  Friday,  when 

she  again  sent  for  us,  desiring  to  be  anointed.  In 

company  with  Eld.  Younce,  we  went,  but  about  one 
hour  before  we  got  there,  she  passed  into  eternity. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  March  4,  Bro.  Younce 

and  I  were  called  to  anoint  our  aged  sifter  and  eld- 

er's wife— Aunt  Mary  Studebaker.  The  services 

were  solemn  and  impressive.  From  all  appearances 

our  aged  sister  is   not   long  for  this  world. 

Friday  evening,  March  6,  we  were  called  to  the 

home  of  Bro.  Frank  Snider,  whose  wife  desired  to 

be  anointed.  We  were  assisted  by  Bro.  A.  C. 

Young.  Their  child,  two  years  old,  had  died  that 

day.  The  mother's  nerves  gave  way,  and  she 
seemed  to  think  her  time  was  not  long  here.  The 

funeral  of  their  child  was  preached  the  next  day  by 

Samuel  Younce. 

Monday,  March  9,  we  left  home  to  visit  the  mis- 

sion points  of  the  Western  part  of  our  State  Dis- 

trict, previous  to  our  District  Meeting  which  will 

be  held  with  the  Brethren  in  the  Arcadia  church, 

Hamilton  County,  Ind.,  April  I.  This  trip  closes 

our  year's  work  on  the  mission.  The  Lord  only 
knows  what  the  results  of  our  labors  are. 

At  present  I  am  with  the  few  members  at  Eu- 

gene.    I  will  be  at  Williamsport  over  next  Lord's^ 
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Day.  At  Williamsport  there  are  about  thirty-five 

members.  They  are  without  a  resident  minister. 

Williamsport  is  a  pleasant  city,  situated  on  the 
Wabash  River,  in  a  healthy  locality.  Any  c-f  our 
ministering  brethren  wishing  to  change  locations, 

should  write  to  me,  and  I  will  give  them  all  the  in- 
formation I  can.  Geo.  L.  Stuoebaker. 

Shidcler,  Ind.,  March  12. 

From   the   Maple  Spring  Church,  Va. 

We  met  in  council  Feb.  29.  Everything  passed 

off  pleasantly.  At  night  we  met  for  singing. 
March  I,  at  9  A.  M.,  we  met  for  Sunday  school  and 
at  10:  30  for  preaching  by  Eld.  Aaion  Kike.  At  3 
P.  M„  some  of  the  Brethren  met  with  an  afflicted 
sister  to  hold  a  prayer  meeting.  At  night  we  met 
for  singing  and  continued  until  the  evening  of  the 
4th.  Bro.  Albert  S.  Arnold  conducted  the  song 
service  for  us.     We  had  several  other  meetings. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  some  of  the  mem- 
Illl  1 afflicted  1 to  have  \ day; 

Dt     handed    in 
nd  four  sisters. 

bers  met  ag! 

ship  with  her.  She  also  was  a 
before.  We  also  received  six  ni 

by  letter  and  three  that  hav 
their  letters,— two  deacon  breth 
We  have  at  this  writing,  March  16,  the  deepest 

snow  for  this  winter.  Every  little  twig  seems  to  be 
bent  with  the  weight  of  snow.  Wherever  you  turn 

your  eyes  can  see  the  beautiful  works  of  God's 
hand.     It  is  a  lovely  scene.        Rachel   Weimer. 

have  often  rejoiced  at  the  practice  of  all  attendants 

kneeling  during  prayer.  Old  and  young, — members 
and  non-members, — kneel  with  due  respect  to  our 
God.  We  thank  our  Lord  for  this  excellent  grace 
of  those  who  attend  the  meetings. 

The  Sunday  school,  under  the  efficient  manage- 
ment of  Bro.  Geo.  M.  Miller,  is  doing  a  good  work. 

Sister  Ella  Buckwalter,  by  means  of  charts,  relief 

maps  and  blackboard,  is  conveying  wondrous 
truths  to  the  little  boys  and  girls.  Sister  Claudine 

Miller  is  leading  the  young  girls  into  divine  princi- 
ples, while  Sister  Carpenter,  and  brethren  Flory 

and  Myers  uphold  God's  Word  with  grace  and  en- 
ergy. 

The  Bible  School  each  Sunday  evening,  before 

preaching,  is  a  well  of  knowledge  to  those  who  at- 
tend. The  members  in  the  country  also  seem  in 

love  and  zeal  for  Jesus'  holy  way,  and  the  outlook 

all  around  is  full  of  promise.  Truly  the  Lord's 
work  and  cause  in  Southern  California  has  pros- 

pered and  will  prosper  so  long  as  God's  love  is  cher- 
ished and  sought  for.  M.  M.  Eshelman. 

Random  Thoughts. 

—On  this  Lord's  Day  (March  15)  while  the  rain 
is  falling  so  fast  that  we  cannot  attend  Sunday 

school  nor  church,  we  are  afforded  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  reading  and  reflection. 

— As  the  Messenger  now  comes  to  our  Southern 

home  on  Saturday,  it  furnishes  us  with  excellent 

reading  matter  in  connection  with  God's  Word,  on 
rainy  Sundays. 

— Oh  how  we  would  have  enjoyed  all  the  "  ante- 

cedents thereto,"  of  that  baptismal  scene,  of  the 
three  young  ladies  in  the  Jordan,  as  referred  to  by 
Bro.  H.  B.  B.  in  Messenger  No.  ii.  Sometimes 

children  speak  right  out,  and  thereby  we  get  some 

"  antecedents." 
— To  us  the  Messenger  loses  none  of  its  vital- 

ity on  account  of  its  age,  but  becomes  more  and 
more  interesting.  Those  who  do  not  take  it  cheat 
themselves  out  of  many  spiritual  feasts. 

— Jesus  truly  said,  "When  ye  pray,  say,  Our  Fa- 
ther which  art  in  heaven,"  etc.  But  we  have  never 

read  where  he  said,  "When  ye  pray  let  some  other 

brother  say,  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven."  It 
occurs  to  me  that  the  Brethren  could  make  a  little 

improvement  here  and  sacrifice  no  principle.  We 

make  no  suggestion  to  drop  the  Lord's  Prayer  out 
of  use,  but  let  him  who  prays  in  public  assemblies, 

conclude  with  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  thus  avoid 
any  commotion  in  the  congregation. 

— No  doubt  our  great  Brotherhood  rejoices  over 
the  early  (ruits  of  the  Asia  Minor  Mission,  and  we 
thank  God  for  giving  us  a  man  qualified  for  that 

field.  But  let  no  one  become  despondent  in  refer- 
ence to  the  India  Mission.  Before  our  dear  mis- 

sionaries may  sometimes  arise  almost  unsurmount- 
able  obstacles,  but  faithfulness  and  patience  is  nectes- 
sary.  We  should  not  expect  fruit  until  after  the 
planting,  or  harvest  before  seed  time.  To  make  a 

success  three  things  are  necessary,  grace,  grit,  and 
greenbacks.  The  Lord  furnishes  the  grace  and  we 
should  furnish  the  others.  C.  D.  Hylton. 

Roanoke,  La. 

From  Citronelle,  Ala. 

The  organization  of  a  church  at  Fruitdale  has 
been  delayed  for  sometime,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
serious  illness  of  sister  Neff.  However,  as  she 

seems  to  be  improving  now,  it  may  be  that  Bro. 

Neff  will  soon  be  able  to  give  the  movement  Ihe  at- 
tention it  needs. 

Not  long  ago  a  gentleman  said  to  the  writer, 

''  Can  you  not  come  out  to  Macedonia  and  preach 

for  us  some  time?"  Not  being  willing  to  slight 
this  veritable  Macedonian  call,  we  made  arrange- 

ments to  hold  a  meeting  in  that  neighborhood,  and 
were  very  kindly  received.  N.  R?  Baker. 

Citronelle,  Ala.,  March  p. 

From  Syracuse,  Ind. 

We  met  in  quarterly  council  at  our  large  house 
March  7,  at  10  A.  M.  Bro.  Daniel  Shiyely  presided. 
All  business  was  disposed  of  in  harmony.  We  re- 

ceived quite  a  number  by  letter  and  granted  a  num- 
ber of  letters.  The  committee  of  arrangements  [of 

District  and  Ministerial  Meeting  we  presume. —  Ed.] 
have  made  their  report  and  were  honorably  dis- 

charged by  the  church.  This  committee  think  if 
they  could  superintend  the  arrangements  of  Annual 

Meeting,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  meal,  they  could 
turn  over  sixty  per  cent  into  the  hands  of  the  Mis- 

sionary Committee.  At  this  meeting  we  gave  4,600 
meals  at  the  cost  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per  meal. 
Bro.  Davis  Younce  is  very  ill,  this  winter,  insomuch 
that  he  cannot  lie  down  but  must  sit  in  the  chair. 

Bro.  William  Neff,  of  Milford,  Ind.,  just  closed  a 
short  series  of  meetings  at  our  Bethel  house  in 
Syracuse.  Bro.  A.  L.  Neff,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  is 

making  an  effort  to  locate  in  Syracuse.  We  are 
much  in  need  of  a  resident  minister  at  this  place,  as 
we  have  much  opposition.  The  time  appointed  for 
holding  our  spring  love  feast  is  June  25,  at  our 

large  house,  two  miles  northeast  of  Milford  Junc- 
>n.  L.  A.  Neff. 
March  12. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

At  this  writing  Bro.  A.  Hutchison  is  preaching 
in  Tropico,  five  miles  from  this  city.  Here,  in  this 

great  city,  Los  Angeles,  the  work  continues  to  in- 
crease and,  as  Paul  said  to  the  Brethren  at  Thessa- 

lonica,  "  Your  faith  groweth  exceedingly,  and  the 
charity  of  every  one  of  you  all  toward  each  other 

aboundeth."  There  is  not  a  spot  where  this  may 
not  be,  for  "  charity  "  is  better  than  anger  and  ha- tred. 

Each  service   is   well   attended,   and   our   hearts 

From  Markleysburg,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa. 

We,  the  Brethren  of  Markleysburg,  are  going  to 

hold  a  District  Meeting  April  29,  and  also  a  love 
feast  on  the  evening  of  the  28th.  All  those  coming 
on  the  train,  will  be  met  and  conveyed  to  the  place 
of  meeting,  and  also  taken  to  the  train  again  when 
they  desire  to  return  home.  Those  wanting  to 
come  will  please  write,  so  we  can  tell  how  many 
conveyances  to  take. 

Those  coming  on  the  train  will  come  to  Somer- 

field  depot.  Any  wanting  to  write  will  address  the 
undersigned  at  Markleysburg,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa. 
Let  all  come  who  can.  Any  desiring  to  come  a  few 

days  previous  to  the  meeting  will  also  write,  stating 
when.  Are  there  not  some  ministering  brethren 
who  will  come  and  spend  a  few  days  with  usf  We 
are  also  going  to  begin  a  series  of  meetings  April  9, 
which  may  possibly  continue  until  our  District 
Meeting.     Brethren,  come  and  see  us! 

Feelyann  Chrise. 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 
3  is  good  news  from  a  far 

Lanark,  III. — In  the  obituary  notice  in  Messen- 

ger of  March  7,  page  158,  instead  of  "  Mary  Ellen 
Zuck,"  I  meant  to  have  it  read  "  Mary  Ellen 

Hartle,"  as  she  was  living  with  her  husband  at 

time  of  death. — D.  Rowland,  March  14. 

Weyer's  Cave,  Va. — The  Valley  church  met  in 
church-council  March  14,  preparatory  to  District 
Meeting.  All  the  business  before  the  meeting  was 

transacted  in  a  proper  spirit.  A  choice  for  a  min- 
ister fell  on  Bro.  S.  D.  Miller.  We  also  elected 

Bro.  J.  H.  Stover  as  our  Superintendent  for  Sunday 
school. — S.  A.  Driver,  March  16. 

Eagle,  Nebr. — The  Weeping  Water  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  March  7.  Two  have  been  re- 

ceived by  letter  since  our  last  report.  We  decid- 

ed to  have  our  love  feast  June  20.  We  re-organ- 
ized our  Sunday  school  with  brethren  John  Horsh 

and  Moses  Keefer  as  Superintendents.  We  have 

a  Bible  meeting  each  Sunday  evening. — Minnie 
Horsh,  March  13. 

Garrison  Church,  Iowa. — Bro.  Jacob  Witmore, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  came  to  this  church  Feb! 

22,  and  commenced  preaching  for  us  next  day. 
He  is  still  holding  meetings  at  this  place.  Two 

have  made  the  good  choice  and  have  been  re- 
ceived  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Witmore 

is  an  able  expounder  of  the  Gospel.— Rachel  C. 

Christy,  March  12. 

Batavia,  111.— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Naper- 
ville  council  it  was  decided  to  build  a  church  in 

Batavia.  It  has  long  been  our  desire  to  possess 

such  a  building.  We  have  held  our  meetings  in 

our  private  houses,  which  is  inconvenient.  Many 
of  the  people  of  Batavia  are  anxious  to  have  us 
build  a  church.  We  hope  to  succeed,  and  that  it 

may  be  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God  and  the 

saving  of  many  souls. — 5.  E.  Netzlcy,  March  16. 

Mercer  Church,  Ohio. — Bro.  B.  F.  Honeyman, 

of  Center,  Ohio,  came  to  us,  the  West  Branch  o*- 'i 
the  Mercer  church,  Ohio,  at  Zion,  a  union  house,' 
March  7,  and  began  a  short  series  of  meetings, 

preaching  nine  soul-cheering  sermons  and  one  fu- 
neral. Bro.  Honeyman  did  not  shun  to  preach  the 

true  Gospel.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  two 

members  made  application  to  be  restored  to  fel- 
lowship, which  was  done.—/.  B.  Detrick,  Early, 

Ohio,  Ma-ch  16. 

Coon  River  Church,  Iowa.— We  met  in  regular 
council  March  14.  Considerable  business  was  dis- 

posed of  satisfactorily.  One  brother  was  received 

and  one  restored.  We  appointed  June  20  for  our 

love  feast.  Bro.  John  Fitz  is  our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Meeting,  with  the  writer  as  alternate.  Sis- 

ter Mary  Etter  has  been  quite  sick  with  typhoid 

fever  for  over  six  weeks.  March  9  she  heeded  the 
instruction  of  James  5:  14  and  has  been  gradually 

improving  since  then.—/.  D.  Haughtelin,  Panora, 
Iowa,  March  16. 

Davenport,  Nebr.— This  vicinity  is  in  the  drouth- 
stricken  part  of  Nebraska  and  the  people  have 
been  much  discouraged.  We  have  been  blessed 
with  a  fine  winter.  An  occasional  little  snow  or 

rain  kept  the  wheat  in  fine  condition.  On  Thurs- 
day night  it  commenced  to  snow  and  continued 

until  Saturday  evening.  About  fourteen  to  sixteen 
inches  of  snow  fell,  and  to-day,  March  15,  the  sun 

is  gently'  melting  it  Oh,  how  thankful  we  are  for 
this  blessing!  The  Lord  always  helps  in  time  of need. — C.J.  Lichty. 

Macoupin  Creek,  111.— Yesterday  was  the  ap- 
pointed time  to  complete  the  organization  of  our 

Sunday  school.  This  being  done,  our  Secretary 

was  instructed  to  order  supplies.  The  Children  at 

Work  is  to  be  used  this  year  in  preference  to  a  sim- 
ilar paper  we  had  been  using.  Preaching  service 

followed  the  above  work.  Six  were  added  by  let- 

ter. Last  evening  the  writer  began  a  series  of 

meetings  in  the  town  of  Girard,— the  second  effort 
of  this  nature  in  the  town.  The  first  was  held  two 

years  ago.  We  now  have  nearly  fifty  members 
living  in  and  near  town.— Michael  Flory,  March  16. 
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Boon  Kiver  Church,  Iowa.— At  our  last  council, 
our  elder,  Harvey  Ikenberry,  requested  to  be  re- 

leased from  the  charge  of  the  Boon  River  church, 
0n  account  of  the  large  amount  of  labor  required 
0f  him  elsewhere.  His  request  was  granted.  Bro. 
S.  M.  Miller,  of  South  Waterloo,  was  chosen  to 

the  oversight  of  this  church.—  Daniel  Aschenbrenner, 

Stilstm,  Iowa. 

Markleysburg,  Pa.— I  began  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  Bethel  church,  within  the  bounds  of 

the  above-named  congregation  March  I,  preach- 
ing each  evening  and  Sunday  morning  since,  until 

March  15,  when  we  closed  our  meetings,  feeling 

greatly  rewarded  for  our  efforts.  As  a  result,  four 
precious  souls  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 
—M.  J-  Weller,  March  16. 

Taneytown,  Md.— Bro.  Jacob  Kurtz,  of  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Feb. 

29,  at  the  Bethel  church,— a  mission  point.  There 
are  but  twelve  members  here,  but  they  are  earnest 

and  willing  workers.  Bro.  Kurtz  preached  thir- 
teen excellent  sermons.  Much  interest  was  mani- 

fested. The  attendance  was  the  best  we  have  had. 

Three  dear  souls  made  application  for  member- 
ship. Quite  a  number  are  almost  persuaded.  The 

meeting  was  closed  on  account  of  a  snow-storm. 
We  will  have  more  meetings  later. —  W.  E.  Forney. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members  met 
in  quarterly  council  March  12.  Considerable  busi- 

ness came  before  the  meeting,  but  all  was  disposed 

of  in  the  right  spirit.  We  appointed  our  Com- 
munion meeting  for  June  17,  at  10  A.  M.  Bro. 

D.  P.  Shively  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual 

Meeting  and  brethren  Isaac  Shepler  and  Daniel 
P.  Nead  are  our  delegates  to  District  Meeting. 
Bro.  D.  P.  Klepinger  was  chosen  Sunday  school 

Superintendent.  We  will  reorganize  the  school 

on  the  first  Sunday  in  April.— IK  B.  Dailey,  Peru, 
Ind.,  March  13. 

Washington  Creek  Church,  Eans. — Our  coun- 
cil occurred  March  7.  Considerable  business  came 

'before  the  church  and  was  disposed  of  in  a  sat- 
isfactory manner.  Brethren  Wm.  Weybright  and 

J".  C.  Metsker  are  our  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing, and  J.  E.  Hilkey  our  delegate  to  Annual 

Meeting.  We  decided  to  organize  a  Sunday  school. 
Bro.  Wm.  Stutsman  was  elected  Superintendent 

and  W.  Postma,  Assistant.  We  use  the  Brethren's 
Quarterlies  and  Sunday  School  Song  Book  in  our 
school  and  think  they  are  the  best  in  use.  The 

mission  work  was  also  remembered  and  J.  F.  Mets- 
ker was  appointed  general  solicitor  for  Home  and 

Foreign  Missions. — /.  L.  Hoover,  Alfred,  Kans., 
March  13. 

Landessville  Church,  Ind. — Last  Saturday  was 

our  regular  quarterly  council.  Considerable  busi- 
ness came  before  the  meeting  and  was  pleasantly 

disposed  of.  The  writer  was  selected  Superintend- 
ent of  our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  John  Pulley  and 

the  writer  were  elected  delegates  to  District  Meet- 

ing. Several  papers  were  sent  to  District  Meet- 
ing, but  none  intended  for  Annual  Meeting.  An- 

other dear  sister  was  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism, last  Sunday,  in  the  City  of  Marion,  which  is 

a  part  of  our  congregation.  This  makes  three 
since  Feb.  1.  We  have  no  churchhouse  in  the 

city,  but  need  one  badly.  Meetings  are  held  at 

the  private  houses  of  the  members.— D.  B.  Garber, 
Landess,  Ind.,  March  II. 

Rome  Church,  Ohio. — The  members  of  this  con- 
gregation held  their  quarterly  council  March  14. 

Love  and  union  were  the  order  of  the  session. 

We  have  appointed  our  spring  love  feast  June 

■3  and  14.  We  elected  our  delegates  both  to  Dis- 
trict and  Annual  Meeting,  Eld.  L.  H.  Dickey 

represents  us  in  Annual  Meeting,  brethren  Joseph 
Robison  and  S.  B.  Thomas  in  District  Meeting. 

We  send  one  query  to  District  Meeting.  Two 
dear  ones,— husband  and  wife,— were  received  into 

the  fold  by  baptism  at  a  recent  series  of  meet- 
ings, conducted  by  Bro.  C.  L.  Wilkins  at  our 

feasant  Grove  house.  "  The  Lord  be  praised  for 

his  wonderful  love  toward  the  children  of  men." 

—Maggie  A.  Dickey,  March  16. 
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Indian  Creek,  Pa.— Bro.  D.  H.  Walker  came  to 

us  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  22  and  began  a  series  of 
meetings  preaching,  in  all,  ten  soul-cheering  ser- 

mons. There  were  no  accessions  to  the  church,  but 
we  hope  good  impressions  were  left  on  the  hearts 
of  the  people  at  this  place.— Alice  Frcidline. 

Dunlap,  Kans.— The  Cottonwood  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Saturday,  March  14,  with  Bro.  J. 
D.  Trostle  as  Moderator.  We  received  three  by 
letter,  and  also  dismissed  two  by  letter.  All  busi- 

ness passed  off  in  a  spirit  of  love.  Bro.  G.  W. 

Weddle  is  our  delegate  to  District  Meeting,  and 
Bro.  Jas.  A.  Stouder  to  Annual  Meeting.  Sister 
Mary  F.  Eldridge  is  our  Messenger  correspondent 

for  the  ensuing  year.— John  G.  SargenJ,  March  20. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Md.— The  members  of  the 
Pipe  Creek  congregation  met  in  quarterly  council 
March  7.  Considerable  business  was  transacted. 

Brethren  D.  J.  Roop  and  Alfred  Englar  were  chos- 
en delegates  to  the  District  Meeting,  which  will  be 

held  at  Sams  Creek  church,  April  21.  We  expect 
Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  to  begin  a  series  of  meetings,  in 
the  Union  Bridge  church,  this  congregation,  April 

18.  Our  lovefeast  will  be  held  May  23  and  24  — 
Rachel  A.  Pfoutz,  Linwood,  Md.,  March  10. 

Oakland  Church,  Md.— The  members  here  met 
in  council  March  14.  A  move  was  made  to  ad 

vance  a  brother  to  the  full  ministry.  The  writer 
was  elected  delegate  to  District  Meeting.  The 
church  sends  one  query,  one  petition  and  a  request. 

The  propriety  of  building  a  churchhouse  in  the 
Town  of  Oakland  was  duly  considered,  and  we 
trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  brethren 

and  sisters  of  that  place  will  have  a  churchhouse, 

as  it  is  very  much  needed.  We  had  preaching  on 
the  evening  of  the  council  by  James  Beeghley,  of 

Accident,  Md.,  on  Sunday  by  Eld.  T.  B.  Digman. — 
/.  0.  Thompson,  Kearney,  Md.,  March  iS. 

Pleasant  Grove,  Ohio. — We  just  closed  a  very 
interesting  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Charles  Wilkins,  of  Harrod,  Ohio,  commencing 

Feb.  23,  and  closing  March  8.  He  delivered,  in 

all,  twenty-three  sermons,  and  one  funeral  dis- 
course of  an  aged  pioneer  of  this  County.  Two 

precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and 
were  baptized.  Bro.  Wilkins  made  many  warm 
friends  while  here,  and  though  there  were  but  two 
that  had  the  courage  to  come  out  and  work  for 
the  Master,  there  are  several  that  are  counting 

the  cost.  I  think  they  will  be  gathered  into  the 

fold  not  many  days  hence.— Joseph  S.  Robison,  Carey. 

Ohio,  March  10. 

Heizer,  Kans. — March  14,  the  members  of  the 
Walnut  Valley  church  held  their  quarterly  council. 
The  business  that  came  before  the  meeting  was 

conducted  in  a  Christian  spirit.  Our  love  feast  will 

be  held  May  2,  commencing  at  2  o'clock.  The 
church  sends  two  delegates  to  District  Meeting  and 
one  to  Annual  Meeting.  Bro.  Keller  was  with  us 

over  Saturday  and  Sunday  and  preached  three  in- 
teresting and  instructive  sermons.  On  Saturday 

after  the  council  two  young  sisters  united  with  the 

church.  Our  prayer  is  that  others  may  follow  the 

good  example.  Last  Wednesday  evening  our  Sun- 
day school  was  reorganized  for  six  months.  Our 

school  has  continued  through  the  winter  with  a 

good  attendance.— Leonard  Clapper. 

Markleysburg,  Pa.— The  Brethren  convened  in 
council  Saturday.  March  14.  One  was  baptized 

and  one  reclaimed.  We  also  agreed  to  commence 
a  series  of  meetings  at  Markleysburg  April  9.  For 
the  benefit  of  our  brethren  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
I  will  state  that  our  District  Meeting  will  be  held  in 

this  congregation  April  29,  at  9  A.  M.  Delegates 
and  others,  expecting  to  attend,  will  come  the  day 
before.  They  will  change  cars  at  Confluence,  Pa  ,  for 

Somerfield,  where  they  will  be  met  and  conveyed 

to  place  of  meeting,  by  notifying  the  writer  in  am- 

ple time,  that  we  may  provide  conveyances  accord- 
ingly An  effort  will  be  made  to  get  a  reduced 

r'atY  of  fare  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 

to  Somerfield.  Eld.  C.  G.  Lint,  of  Meyersdale,  has 

the  matter  in  hand.  A  love  feast  will  be  held  
the 

evening  before  District  Meeting.-Jasper Barn/house. 

A  Correction.— In  your  issue  of  March  14  in  my 

article,  under  the  head  "  Salt,"  I  said  "  Carbonate  of 

Sodium."  It  should  be  Chloride  of  Sodium.  The 
mistake  likely  is  my  own. — W,  R.  Decter. 

Notice.— The  churches  of  the  Brotherhood  are 

hereby  notified  not  to  receive  a  certificate  given  in 
favor  of  Harvey  Shrock  until  correspondence  is  had 
with  the  Pine  Creek  church,  111.,  whose  elder  is  E. 

Forney,  Pine  Creek,  l\\.—By  order  of  the  church, 
John  Hechnan,    Clerk. 

Black  Swamp,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Feb.  28 
Bro.  D.  D.  Thomas,  of  Williamstown,  Ohio,  com- 

menced a  series  of  meetings  here  at  the  Walnut 
Grove  church  and  closed  March  16,  having 

preached  thirty  sermons.  The  meetings  were  well 
attended  with  the  exception  of  one  stormy  evening, 

and  the  attention  was  good.  The  church  here  has 
been  strengthened  and  much  encouraged  to  go  on 

in  the  good  work. — Catharine  Garner,  Cummings, 
Obio,  March  iy. 

Koontz  Church,  Pa.— We  have  just  closed  a  se- 
ries of  meetings.  Bro.  George  Rairigh  came  to  us 

on  the  evening  of  Feb.  22,  and  labored  earnestly  in 

the  Master's  cause  until  the  evening  of  March  15. 

Seven  precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side 
and  four  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism  and 
three  reclaimed.  Others  were  counting  the  cost. 

We  also  reorganized  our  Sunday  school  for  the 
summer.  The  school  elected  Bro.  Herman  Guyer 

as   Superintendent. — Rhoda  Brumbaugh,  March    18. 

Pine  Creek,  111.— This  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  March  19.  A  large  amount  of  business 
came  before  the  meeting  and  all  was  disposed  of 

with  general  unanimity.  Delegates  were  chosen  for 

Annual  Meeting  and  District  Meeting,— E.  Forney 
for  Annual  Meeting,  and  C.  Barnhizer  and  D.  R. 

Price  for  District  Meeting.  Our  two  Sunday 
schools  were  provided  with  officers  for  one  year. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  select  and  plant 

trees  in  our  churchyard. — John  Hechnan,  Match  20. 

Cando,  N.  D.— On  Sunday,  March  15,  we  met  for 
worship  in  the  town  hall  at  Cando,  where  we  met  a 
number  of  brethren  and  sisters,  who  had  just  arrived 

from  Virginia,  among  whom  is  Bro.  S.  L.  Boon 
and  family.  Bro.  Frank  Wheeler,  of  Rockton, 
Iowa,  preached  for  us  from  I  Kings  10:  [8,  [9,  20, 
followed  by  remarks  by  Eld.  Tobias  Myers,  of 

Sheldon,  Iowa.  Bro.  Myers  also  preached  for  us 
on  Monday  afternoon  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Judson 

Beckwith,  where  we  had  met,  by  previous  arrange- 

ments, for  singing  school.  How  it  cheers  the  saint- 
ed soul  to  associate  with  those  old  veterans  of  the 

cross!— 5.   W.  Burklwrt,  March  17. 

Prairie  View  Church,  Kans.— Bro.  G.  W.  Ar- 
mentrout,  one  of  the  home  ministers,  began  a 

series  of  meetings  Feb.  14.  Two  were  received 

by  baptism  the  22nd.  The  meetings  continued 
until  the  evening  of  the  26th.  Eld.  S.  Z.  Sharp, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th 

began  a  Bible  normal,  continuing  one  week.  The 
work,  although  new  to  most  of  us,  was  highly 

appreciated  by  all.  It  awakened  a  great  interest 
in  systematic  Bible  study.  Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  on  Saturday,  the  28th.  Bro.  Sharp  acted 
as  moderator.  All  business  passed  off  pleasantly. 
The  Lord  bless  the  sowing  everywhere,  and  the 

harvest  will  bring  joy  to  our  hearts!— Ida  M.  Hud- 
son, March  p. 

Shoal  Creek,  Mo.— The  members  met  in  quar- 
terly council  March  7.  Bro.  C.  Holderman,  who 

has  care  of  this  church,  was  present.  Consider- 
able business  was  transacted,  in  a  spirit  of  love. 

Several  members  were  received  by  letter,  and  two 
others  will  hand  in  their  letters  soon.  Bro.  I.  G. 
Harris  -was  chosen  to  represent  us  at  District 

Meeting;  also  at  Annual  Meeting.  Our  Sunday 
school  has  been  kept  up  during  this  winter.  We 

have  song  service  every  Sunday  night  and  Bible 

school  each  Tuesday  night,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Bro.  T.  A.  Robinson.  One  was  received 

by  baptism  at  our  quarterly  meeting,  and  we  be- 
lieve others  will  come  soon.  Bro.  Wm.  Harvey, 

of  Jasper  City,  will  hold  some  more  meetings  for 
us  in  April.— iff  Harader,  Pioneer,  Mo.,  March  II. 




