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Mice aeenct : th the chase of records in tae 
ee ae. “Although this rare. 
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Spanish 

UP ELUUSAS 

LAFOURCHE 
J OV , hae 

The twelve original counties, each including the 

approximate area of jurisdiction of an early post, 





FOREWORD 

This is, as far as we know, the first serious 
attempt to put order in the chaos of records in the 
archives of one of Louisiana's earliest important 
posts - the Poste des Oveloussas. Although this manu- 
Beta purepreseius Only a@-small part of ‘the archival 
recorcs, we Teel that it 15.4.reai bezinning. In-. 
cluded herein are all the marriage contracts in the 
formerly Uunindexed pavers of the years 1766 through 

-1803, and a few certified copies that have found 
tmeir ways into {ivbraries and private collections. 
Most of them are the original documents; others are 
official copies made during that same historical 
Pera on. Ihis Publication is composed of translated 
abstracts; the original records were written in French. 

We are .~rateful for help received: training in 
Wistorical and genealogical research, given by firs. L. 
musvin Fontenot, Jr., of Opelousas, Louisiana; che 
ASSiIScvance  widn the walossary., by Mr. A. Otis Hebert, 
Seen ssocle ve walcor Of. Lne Louisiana Alsvorical 
PRssociation publication, Louisiana History, aad Dr. 
Hosea Bhiblivps, @uotessor of foreign Languages, 
University of. Southwestern Louisiana; and the co- 
Operep.on Ol Mr. henry Lastrapes, Clerk of Court, 
PomLoniirynrcnmi sn. mOur temilics, too,*deserve grati- 
tude. Without their patience and encouragement, this 
Dro1ece, WOULdegnave been’ impossible. 

A-geep and sincere, “thank you" is dve Dr. Edwin 
fi. eevis ond Mr. Jonn C. L. Andreassen for their in- 
valuable contributions. They deserve the thanks of 
Bile Wwnow OversuGuisi ane - Dr. Davis, because he has 
been a true cnampien of Louisiana history, and Mr. 
Andreassen, for “being as true a champion for the 
preservation of the historical archives of the land. 

Cure vote vperuIT IN pra looted 959, -has reached 
theese eo where wesacen share it with others. Now 
alivoursvime=can be put on?’ the stucy- ofthe other 
cl@amcrronurcltes ol nistory, in the St: Landry ParSsh 
Gourthouse.. Workyhassaiready begun t= "In subsequen.- 
ZOLUMGS, sbnene wlll De oneema jor changes instead of 
srouping the documents according to type (i.e., suc- 
sessions, land sales, etc.) they will be arranged 
enronolozicalty, thus formingess continuous: record of 
mnieweneienu settlement during the colonial period. 

Winston De Ville 

vacqueline O. Vidrine 
Yelle rlette 
August, L9Cv 
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Cashed" Ge"GEE Beate: “aadT™: , 
un: gg Strand to be developing — 

Spe iousn a, fy this publication Allustrates. 

rion 
There Pearven aere tobe anes Thess Landry and 

Bi Set, @ B'S By 

(ees twenty-nine other ‘parishes which have col- 

Eps Aub a territorial records. A statewide pro- 

cram of action for the better protection Cf Cheese 

records and for better service of them, is care- 

fully outlined in the Lovisiana Archives Survey 

Report No. 2, Findings and Recommendations, p.20, 

May, 1956. Until that program is initiated, 

these translated abstracts will provide clear in- 

GgGdorun Ciatheericm resource TOr, 10cali iistori= 

eal research and writing which are still with us. 

Let-us hope that the example set here by Winston 

De Ville and Jacqueline Clivier Vidrine will cause 

others throughout the State to searcn out these 

source materials and to use them in reconstruct- 

ime eUNe SLOry 01 Civilizetion ivr these areas. 

John C. L. Andreassen 

Baton Rouge 
August 1960 
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; ee see! mame that conjures: up 
the upper Teche, and shortly after Sp . 
sten memories of the a older districts 

the colony a few Ac 

the Opelousas. and the Atakepas, of the entire re- 
“epee tredite post 
gion of southwest Paievenss with lite French, ‘Spanish, 

Aeadian, and American heritage, whose sons have fougnt 

in all America’ s wars beginning with the Revolution 

and who Have A bOnse with stubborn and tenacious pur- 

pose to create what has been called "the Eden of 

Louisiana." Other areas within the present stave | 

have their historically fabulous past - Pointe Coupee, 

Fort Miro, Natchitoches, Les Rapides, the Felicianas, 

the German Coast, Bayou La Fourche, New Orleans - 

but none surpass that of the section which during: the 

years of french domination was. generally called sim- 

py LHe Atakapas Country. 

No one knows definitely when the first French 

Seutlle™ began permanent residence in. the country, DIG 

according to legend and the dim records obecnesmicdie 

1700's it was Baneeaie after the Opelousas Indians. 

end URelr ailies practically exterminated “the Ata- 

kapas tribes in Beereat oattlerioushnt some rrew miles 

west of present) Siewmioru@nviele, - Lb ls faipis 

certain that a few Indian traders had more-or-less 

fixed habitationsrin the north-eastern corner of 

al 
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ladians POnee Terenas. ans Galle 
& tthe ‘keadians Were very in- 
ser Teche, and shortly after Spain| 

us : net “the { Yr women "Si ? 

acquired the colony a few Acadians and other. French 
a “ from *totton they make very ¢ 
a ‘opened ele. posts and established small farms a- 
y. eléthes. 

ong the bayous. 

ee the fall (of 1769, Spanish Governor ee 

O'Reilly ordered a ctein Don Eduardo Nugent and Lieu- 

tenant Don Juan Kelly to lead an expedition to the 

Atakapas, Opelousas, eee aitoches” and El Rapido dis- 

tricts:and to ee ane on the number and character of 

the inhabitants, their settlement, and their live- 

Stocn possessions. in their report the two officers 

wrote glowingly of the region: "The land between the 

estates eee Of spacious prairies covered with 

poy ireble erage. Of very hnigheand slender grass 

Newcomuomit cee rron GLilStLe arid chorn, etc .« .« « -« 

Hence the inhabitants maintain everything imaginable 

iMechesway Of Alive stock, such as cows, horses, and 

SNCep.. » Lie products raised at present are paces 

corm, and ssweet potatoes. . . . The inhabitants are 

not indolent and among them there are some indus- 

trious Acadians, who already have a good start to- 

an establishment which promises to be very useful 

in the lines of agriculture and catt_e-raising. 

he bal 
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: ee aheokcbevendensre> OES in 

a ous a yaeerSpensn ales work hard; 

from cotton they maxe very good cloth for their 

clothes. They also manufacture 2 ELI and finer 

- eloth like that made from flax." 

The total population of the area, according to 

Nugent and Kelly, was a few over 500 persons, in~ 

“eluding 148 slaves. The inhabitants of the Opel- 

ousas district owned over 2%00 cattle, nearly 650 

horses, ASAPTY 700 Koest approximately 200 sheep, 

38 goats, 12 mules, and 3 "donkeys," while those of 

the Atakapas seetTor possessed over 1300 cattle, 

nearly 270 horses, 565 hogs, and 18 sheep, but hed 

no RULES , “donkeys,” "oryroats.° By 1799 the Ata-~ 

kapas and Opelousas districts had a total vopulation 

On ser 23,0007 | | 

It is generally believed that Jacques Courta- 

pleat was the first commandant of "E1 Poste de Opel- 

ousas" and of the district then comprising the whoie 

of southwest Louisiana; it is certain that he was 

a "capitaine" of the Opelousas area. He was suc- 

ceeded by Gabriel’ Fusilier de la Claire, who by 

1772 was considered one of the richest men of the 

area in lands, herds, and slaves. Other distin- 

iV 
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Bian and american £ femilies in various. sections of 

T the region. sf 

- During ere finst session oS the Territorial 

Legislative Council in 1804-05, by an act approved 

April 10, 1805, "Old Imperial Saint Landry" was 

divided dritios-beio counties, Opelousas and Atakapss, 

the act stipulating that "the County of Opelousas 

shall comprehend the Parish of Saint Landry, com- 

monly called the parish of Opelousas." Two years 

later when the Territory of Orleans was divided 

_into nineteen parishes, the acheistat edr thats “ithe 

Parish of Saint Landry in the Opelousas, shall 

covm the eighteenth.” Since that time the par- 

Pace Ot Evangeline, Alven, Beaurerard, Calcasieu, 

Va ee ee Acadia and Cameron, have been 

carved fromatneporiginelnparish. 

The: “golden” years of the ante bellum: period 

. saw the development of plantations, stock farms, 

and even ranches. At the beginning of the period 

William Darby wrote that “few spots on the globe 

of an equal extent, exhibit more diversity of sur- 
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BG cakes. 1 ages land in both hivias di sec- 

Nasties ts! ‘excellent, timber. abundant , and very large. 

The staples of Opelousas, at Biri S77 ime - are cotton, 

Terrie, hides, tallow, cheese, beef, and pork. . 

ROU Pare pe some individuals could however ys found 

in Opelousas, who unite more than ever what was ahs 

elsewhere: the three natural stages of man's progress, 

hunting, tending their flocks, and ploughing the 

glebe." By 1860, aelebalneeto the census reports, the 

parish of Opelousas,” which by this time had had Cal- 

casieu carved from it,was the third most.populous par- 

ish in’ the: state, ranking only behind Orleans and Ra~- 

pines In that year the total population was 23,104, 

including HORTORS wht vest 965 free negroes, and 11,436 

Braves’ 

The War for Southern Independence came and such 

outfits as the Opelousas Rifles, Bt Landry Light 

Guards, St. Landry Volunteers, St. Landry Grays, and 

St. Landry Partisan Rangers marched off to war. 

While no important engagements were fought in the par- 

ish, Opelousas and other sections were occupied for 

short periods by Union forces. During the Period of 

vi 
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Je. ve 

ia a ene eee ae their loy-_ = 

iat PAM ear Ss and the Southern w: way of 

DR ois ‘the - presidential election of 1868, for 

“example, | they dia ‘not ‘give Pees Wrant a single vote, 

registering all their ee poy votes for Horatio Sey- 

“mour, the Democratic candidate. | 

e'Gilbert Lb. Dupre later wrote that dace the men 

of oo. Landry Pouurnes aan "the tear-stained hilis" 

of Virginia, "they had their paroles in their breast 

pockets. They accepted defeat, but they never under- 

stood that to mean that their slaves should rule over 

them. The first attempt, which was the only one in 

Dusueniry, sresuLled in the carpetbagrer being 

horsewhipped from SUL Une Rerisns tre ring leaders 

among the negroes promptly arrested and executed. 

Meee eee ee reer i mise thats thoush our soft 

heneocen overrun, the spirit of our people was invin- 

“Ci be...” 

ine recurn= of hnome*rule to Louisiana and the 

years since. 1877 have witnessed the steady and well- 

paced growth and development Of thesoldsparisn of 

eaiee henary. lt sent ts sons to the Spanish = 

American wer ana co world War [*and 1. “Its agri- 

ete S production has grown with tne years, be- 

vil 
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ce ee a with ues My children are des- 

“cended from a Connecticut 3 Yankee on ‘the: mother's side. 

That's maroon cross. Creole on one side, Yankee on 

the other. In the crossing of breeds, the best traits 

predominate in the result.” | 

So throughout the years "Old Imperial Saint 

Landry" has contributed to the erowth and progress 

ape Louisiana, and the words which Gilbert Dupre spoke 

thirty-five years ago at a meeting of the Louisiana 

Historical Society in New Orleans are just as true 

today.eas. they.were.then: “The old mothér, with the 

breath of a new life dawning upon her, is imperial 

hee EBS 

Fdwin Adams Davis 

Louisiana State University 

viii 
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rs Thibaudo. 
the pec irentter of each contract, intro- 

~ a@uces” ues. officiating, before wiom the contract 
was drawn, 

oh mieten ee te Bee trenscriptions from the original 
and are defined 1n.the.Clossary..of terms. . The glos- 
sary includes some archaic forms ani dialectic 
variations. 

Some phrases and paragraphs not relevant to the ba- 
sic data in the contract were left in French. 

The sequence cf words in tne documents has not been 
changed. "Native of" follows the proper name as in 
the original. 

Although "native of" usually refers to the birth- 
Place ©1 tne party, it maysretersto.his last place 
of residence, or to the native land of his parents. 

An "X" before a proper name in the signature list 
means that that person signed by his “ordinary mark." 

When a word or when letters in a word were illegible, 
dashes were used. Words and question marks en- 
closed in parentheses were supplied by the translators, 

ane number appearing in the lower ieft corner is the 
Orieinaleanoexsnumber. (“lhese are disregarded in “the 
New fliine system; records wili be filed chrono- 
logically, as numbered at the bottom of the page: 
year-month-dey. 

The originals are in the St. Landry Parish Court- 
house, with these exceptions: pages 15, 27, and 34, 
Archives Room, Louisiana State University Library; 
page 28, Archives Room, Howard-Tilton Memorial 
Library, Tuiane University, New Orieans. 

Unquestionably, there were other marriages contracted 
OUml i2eaisewuni rt yenime year period. Jt ts the hore 
of the editors that anyone having originals or copies 
of Opelousas records will return them so that the gap 
May ove filed, 

xX 
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Year 5 te snc tage “ii 
roprored by Jonerh Cane Aah, and Amable Bertrand ait peeaed: 

Mars eS Ty 

Stee. 

nae Marte Thidaudo 

X Joseph Cormier 

X Stassie Guenard 

X Joseph Chretien 

Not numbered. 

C Wo IW “ae TN 

d agneau 

Ecrivain 

X Amable Beaulieu 
adit Bertrand 

au chenne 

fr: Valentin capi Curé 
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! ue Pmninor Sabeneer of. Pierre 
aa ' Fontenot dit Bellevue, 

jee Patin, entire. of _ residen ‘of Opelousas; 
~)9 5 and Louise Doucet; native 
‘Wesidente of OCmgp tthe’ fort des Allabamons. 

ap ees . 
oor ; : a } i 

e 

Witnesses for grooms “Robert Lamorandiere and Augustin 
Soileau, his brother and beaufrere. 

Wi lweiteen of fore bride: Pierre Fontenot, her father, and 
Marie Louise Doucet, her aunt. 

Repentytyfopcrsintoin avesre 3760 livres. 

Property of bride: eleven horned cattle, large and small 
@ 300 livres; a sum of 2264 livres en 
piastres gourdes; a sum of trois cens 

septante six livres given by the groom. 

Signed: 

Noel Soileau Boyez signs for Lamanlbay 

Fusilier DelaClaire signs for Pierre Fonteno 

Soileau de lamorandiere Boyez signs for F. Manne 

Augustin Soileau Rober de Lamorandiere 

fusilier - Pusilier de la Claire 

P. Zeringue 

Note: George King certifies that this is a true copy 
from the original in his office at Opelousas, 
June 8, 1810. 

1771-8-19 
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. ar cois ten and Francois Barré, 

Witnesses for groon: residents nf Oprlousss. 
etirec 

Witnesses for emesree ene Patin, her cousin Germain; 
Witnesses for br Jean Baptiste Barré.  — 

Property of groom: four negres @ 250 piastres each; three 
> @ 250 piastres each; two negres 
S O pliastres together; one negre, two 

: years old © 100 piastres; thirty-five 
horses € 220 piastres. 

Property of bride: twenty-seven betes-a-cornes € 162 piastres; 
one female colt @ 8 piastres. 

Signed: 

Jacques Roman Francois Bossié 

Méri Louise Barré Francois Barré 

Antoine Patin J. Bp. berré 

X Jacques Patin Le Chev. De Clouet 

X Mary Louise Patin 

no. 39 

1777-5-3 
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e of Mey Orteans, mayor daugher of 
sotdeteur sain and perc le Boeuf; 
of Si 

Witnesses for groom: Francois ‘Le Melle and Jacques fan” 
| retired officers of the minicta. 

bonnets for bride: Lue “erecta and Latiolais.. 

_ Property of groom: land, money ; slaves, bistaux, land at 
Nez Pique; together © 900 piastres. 

Phopenty of bride: habitation at Petit Bois, several 
bistaux, slaves; together @ 1200 

'plastres. 

Signed: | 

Joseph De la baume. 

Anne Mari le Kientrek 

oeos-mectel le. 

Louis Latiolais 

L. hollier 

Le Chev. De Clouet 

no. 26— 

1778-2-24 





native of Acadia. 
ontrat 

nd Pherre Richard, 

Diniaececs or: bride: Victor Richard and Victor Cormié, 
parents et = 

: Property ee: 760 piastres. 

_ Property of bride: 271 piastres and 5 escalins. 

Signed: 

X J. Bte. Cormier | X Pierre Richard 

X Victore Richard . Joseph Grangé 

X Anne Blanchard Le Chev. De Clouet 

X Joseph Cormié 

no. 60 

1779-1-2 
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eetablisement cone Rot 
Messieurs ‘Lemelle et ; 

Witnesses for groon: De 12 Moraviater and Doneto Bello, 

offieers.of the Miiitia. Cg 

a bride: Loiselle ané¢ 

“Property*oMarie Jeanne 

—--- gorg Bolird 

Ther fr. Lemelle 

Gradenigo 

Le Chev. De Clouet 

no. 64 

ayy Lo al ces 
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ltnesses” ee groom: ers... and Donato Eee 

Witnesses: for groom: LSet ee of the Militia. 

| Witnesses for bride: Loiselle and Frederic. 

Property of groom: 1520. piastres. _ _ 7 . 7 

Property of bride: SS Loyal piastres. , : 

There was no motery present at the time. The parties 
drew this contract at the home of the future bride. No 
one Signed. This isthe original of two copies. 

no. 5 

1779-6-16 
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Joseph Carriere vand Marie Louise — 
Lavergne. 

ia prai ie: 

25 Illinois Province © 

Sj daughter of 

Witnesses for groom: Le Melle and Populus, aees a tee 

Witnesses for bride: Gradenig and Clermond, parents et amis. 

Property of groom: slaves, cows, horses @ 1470 piastres; 
. , thirty arpents of land at Placmines 

P- Brulées, bounded by the land of Comau 
' and Bertrand @ 190 piastres. 

Property of bride: hardes et effets @ 200 piastres. 

Signed: 

X Antoine Langlois 

X Francoise Carriere 

Clermond 

Fr. Lemelle 

Joseph Miler 

J Chevalier 

Le Chev. Populus 

MOse 10 

1781-1-16 

soseph Carriere 

Latiolais 

Hota, Caze 

X Dame Vve. la I.onde 

Donato Bello | 

Gradenigo 

Le. Chey. De, Clowet 
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be “M4 "a Fg of Fite Lantu » Prederic el 
Maryland; daughter of Jacob Miller 
_ and Anne Marie Degin. 

Witnesses for groom: Antoine iienisieatn and Joseph Miller. 

ES a for bride: Donato Bello, Major officer and 
sous- lieutenant of the Infantry; 
‘and Michel Prud'home. 

Property of groom: five arpents of frontage at Grands 
Coteaux: some land bordered by 
Francois Stelly, his brother; and 
Michel Cormier; thirty cows © 220 
piastres; six taures © 40 piastres; 
moveables and garderobe @ 100 piastres. 

Signed: 

X j george Stelly, fils X Michel Prudthomme 

A Merve barbe Mi lier Donato Bello 

Jacob Willer Etienne Robert de 
la Morandier 

Joseph Miller 
@--- ---- (Miller?) 

X Antoine Langlois 
| Le Chev. De Clouet 

no. 35 

1781-10-2 
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lias et Eros vaches douze avec ses 
ata a eit nts en cinquante piastres pour entrer 

au Mariage que dans se meme jour il doit 
Witnerses — etre execute et verifie ale ne Chile dit 

ma future EPOUSE Hine eel 

wrens: 
Marie de St. denis _ Joaquim(n?) Ortega 

Noel Soileau | Auguste Soileau 

Esteven De Lamorandier 

This Sete is nota true ateogree contract, but a 
Reconnaissance. 

Not numbered . 7 Done at Apelousas 

1782-1-14 
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shite” eeunty Virginia; 
e Collins ES est ah) 

é |, minor daughter of feu Jacques Conrtatiremn, 
‘during his lifetime Capitaine de Milice 

» . tet Commandant par interim of the | Opelouses 
Post; and Marguerite Kintrek; native of 
this post. | . 

Witnesses for groom: Luke Collins, his father and mother 
(Luke Collins and Sara White, his 
father and mother); Gradenigo and 
LeemeL le, 

Witnesses for bride: De La Baume, her tutor; Dame La Baume, 
her aunt; Luc Hollier and his wife, 
the bride's beau-frere and sister. 

Property of groom: negre Thomas © 500 piastres; three 
horses de tire © 150 piastres; househoid 
poods for use in’ a home @ 150 piastres; 
two pieces of land at Natchez of four 
nuncred arpents. © 200 piastres. 

Property of bride: Habitation of eleven arpents de face 
and eighty of depth, ... la 
continuation de 40 accorde par le 
Governement General on which a hovse 
PoULeeCr Oiler Ly 1eeL iar-lengtn and 
twenty in width is located, not counting 
Unieeeal lery, sa magazin fifty Lee ues 
twenty feet on which is a MOULAM ae Ons, 
a kitchen of forty feet x fourteen feet 
Wiumeits clotures, situated-at le Petit 
Bois @ 800 piastres; fifty horned 
animals of all ages and sex, not counting 
the calves de l'année @ 600 piastres; 
two juments and one horse de tire @ 
Se 

SO prastres. 

(continued on next page) 

1782-2-17 
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no. 37 

eter eni pis? 
hy ving on ae S migo ‘S¢ 

1 F 7 

nt ntrk 1 1s teone tuated 

"eat or 

Donato Bello 

_ Brunet 

Wim. (2) Collins 

Steen aadeted 
. 

1782-2-17 

mmnne LeMelle 

Chas.(?) Percy(?) 

Theo. Collins 

John Collins 

Sarah Collins 

Le Chev. De Clouet 
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eto 
sep Fontenau. r ca nit 

the service of Ahi 

gies arpents of land situated at Oppeloussas in the 
mMuerter called de plaisance “sur ila profondeur ordinaire,”™ 
having on it one house of potéaux "en verre twenty rour 
feet long by twelve feet with a galery(porch) all around 
millinrer sc henerdolanc (et) coyverture en cirie”. also un 
Magasin de poteaux en n terre sixteen feet long by twelve 
feet wide entouré de Dieux with afield of two arpents 
@ 200 piastres. 
three slaves @ 1700 piastres. 

* six. cows avec leur suivantes @ 1038 piastres. 
two cows sans suivants @ 30 viastres. 

5- one genisse and one taureau of one year @ 12 pliastres. 
6- four buils of two years and ten bulls of three years 

@ 198 piastres. 
7- two horses de monture © 40 niastres. 
8- two potres of two years @-20 piastres. 
9- one jument and its suivant and one pouliche of one year 
@ 20 piastres. 

10- one charrette @ 12 piastres 
ll- two hachets, two pairs of scissors, two hoes @ 6 piastres. 
izg=— Nine small pigs, male and female, @ 27 piastres. 
Bee eet re a ia prairie des deux Marais of,.ten arpents of 

face with ordinary depth @ 50 piastres. 
oe - OebLsmuOlor. Guilloy -@.12 piastres. 

TOTAL: 2435 piastres 

Signed: 
Dauguemeny de Morand Paerre Guilliory. 

Michel Brignac ' Brunet Donato Bello 

T10...039 

1782-7-2 
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in : is & i | 

eet ae Wie ug ter, of J, Te nm and SE salle Charlotte Be Mrs i, Ee neois Bossier. 
*' v & 

averse? eee ae gruy and Berard. 
ormre s 

Witnesses for bride: Ducrest and Roquiny. 

_ Property of groom: 1000 piastres. 

_ Property of bride: as listed in ae inventory. at the 
, death of Sr. Bossier. 

Signed: 

| Charlotte Barré V Bossie , Degruy 

Louis Dutisné | Berard 

Ducrest Le Chev. De Clouet 

Roquigny fils 

1783-5-8 
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aad a i son of ens i: trot,’ tere the 

os. re parisk OF pativenss Tandegnt of 

Pa * * ei <: D “ae Xaintes; and Jeanne gon 
* au. Meuilion ‘and G Lal gine 

lil of Jean Tesson and Marie 
— Desmoulins; native of Opelousas. 

| Witnesses for groom: noe tite tropunacd? ancien officier 
reforme and Antoine Langlois, ses amis 
au defaut de parens. 

| Witnesses for bride: Charles La Caze and Olivier Benoit. 

)Froperty of groom: four negroes @ 1200; four negresses @ 
1200; ninety horned cattle @ 900 piastres; 
five horses @ 100 piastres; thirty-three 
arpents of land € 300 piastres. 

Property of bride: Mulatresse, Marie Louise @ 100 piastres; 
thirty horned cattle @ 300 piastres; 
two jumens @ 24 piastres; hardces, meubles, 
et effets @ 300 piastres. 

Signed: | 

Donato Bello X An. Langlois 

Ca | X Olivier Benoit 

Brunet | Le Chev. Popuuu(Populus? ) 

X Perine fesson Le Crev,. De Cicuet 

Ae}. Lesson 

X Dame Desmoulins 

no. 104 

1783-7-4 





ette Girardi. 

ive oh dine Raskagiea?) , Illinois; 
a on ht feu Andre Chevalier, during 
 eeey ve his li atin garde magazin du Roi in 
Witnesses for bride Illinois; and Dame Te Kintrect; ; widow of 

sae Jacques La mothe. 

_ Witnesses: Ne Bie Chachere, Jean Gradenigo, and oe 
oc, 2 odena. , 

ss nee 

J Gradenigo 

Jeanne Poiret Meullion 

L. Chachere 

FORO Modena 

Na. Forstall 

no. 1l 

1783-7-26 
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r wn Lou’ .* 

eee errmineg j 
Lean Biwhdowvef  — 

er of Paul Barre | 

s for sroont Fuenre Zertnguy narcan Dasekde. and 
| ieee 

“They were erisuskyimsected is 

Witnesses for bride: Charles Barré, speanvexs araasty all 
residents of this astricn s 

me goon owes. the ertabe 2400. piastres, which is claim- 

Witne a a able keh his getty 

— 
i rar 

a Ww 

Signed: | 

X Laurent Bailly 

L hollier 

F Brunet 

Gabanre 

| Pierre Zeringue 

Mele barre Vv patin 

no. 59 

1785-1-10 
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P Je iP ~ Bhs tiene: comet io is. . 
Magee ain aa m ie EiGaehevine Pavin; native 

apr yedelaty Aiton / “aati vet Mapecitie. in Provence. 
S the post named 

Jeanne Ls Mothe, daughter of feu rasenes la Mothe 
: and comme Poiret. 
Ltne wees for groos 
They were previously Fosereda in oe Catholic Church 

but were not able to make a contract 
Witnesse: 5 until now. 

r Witnesses for groom: Luc Collins, fils; fr. Brunet. 

Witnesses for bride: Luc Hollier and Florentin Poiret. 

Property of groom: three slaves @ 1500 piastres; one 

plantation @ 300 piastres; ten cows and 
nine horses © 200 piastres; une -er-e 
avec des a-e-ts © 300 piastres. 

Property of bride: 494 piestres and 64 escalins from the 

succession of her father; garderobe 
@ 100 piastres; groom owes bride 900 
piastres, which she may collect at 
his death. 

Signed: 

Jean Fidwtid ie) Zecouffie -. HeuDn on 

Jeanne La mothe iow -NoBiver 

Desbordes hollier Luke Collins Jr. 

f. Brunet Le Chev. De Clouet 

poiret Meullion 

(two copies) 
one copy no. 3 

1785-4-11 
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ities 
nn? 2 ee eee Seana 

* ae at a re * 
AS he — aa 
n ~~ H i 

“Guedris oo 
bas wilt 
Dupuis. 

f Assumption Parish at 
, Fourche us sur = 
sgurene Ser 

ene ‘HOt named 1 
peak eats: oe. Georgia 

_ Hoffbster. | 
F ipeaes Sete ee Broussard and Silvain 

pecsect Tarte -- Broussard. 

“Witnesses for birder Joseph Babin and Claude Martin. 

Property of groom: seventeen’ betes-a-cornes @ 170 piastres; 
are nine horses © $C piastres,. 

Property of bride: bistaux @ 150 piastres; four arpents 
of land at Vermillon on the grande 
“prairie, bounded on one side by her 
father, Firmin Brau, and on the other 
by doseph Broussard en avant donairie 
@ 90 viastres. 

Contracted at the residence of the commandant. 

Signed: 

xX Jean seit ie . X Firmain Braut 

Xx Francois Broussard X Jean Baptiste Broussara 

X Claude Martin | Le Chev. De Clouet 

+X Agnes Braut, future epouse (obviously an error) 

X Silvain Braussar 

Joseph Babin 

Ducrest 

no. 60 

1785-6-14 
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, 33S ee ee 
iiiasdainenesonagpisacob W111 

are. it Me remot of af oO" 7 ic } = * . ' 

tive of anEvEnn. | 
eof Harte Wearne, Carterrone Litre 

sel; Bp. Georgias; Henry Hergeroder 

groom: “Robin Nedeoir 23 and DOrunev. 

Pe wjcnepass fee 28, 1785. 
* W Mnesees for bride! Durslde and Le Mel 

Groom is widow of Elizabeth sears phe: issue of the 
Propert ._ marriage being: Michel, Pierre and Guillaume. 

The partage of goods was done November 3, 1784. 

Property of groom: interest in the succession of his wife. 

Property of bride: cattle and money @ 200 piastres. 

Signed: 

Jacob Will 

X Marcantel 

Bp. Georgias 

X Marie Therese 

ne Chev. De Clouet 

no. 61 

1785-7-6 
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» Paroisse 
, aoe = 

eiieant native of 

ae; oo Ct paul 4 Pees 

aie aaa Duralde ena Le Melle. 

Property 0 of ns interest ei the heritage from his 
parents, and two" horses @ 40 piastres. 

Property of bride: ten meres aches € 200 piastres; 
tary garderove and other moveables @ 
; 150 piastres. 

Signed: 

~X Jean Gallot 

Mn. Duralde 

F. Lemelle 

X Julie, Carterrone Libre 

Robin md 

f. Brunet 

X Marie Jeanne 

Le Chev. De Clouet 

no. 69. 

1786-7-21 
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tn Le he r a¥ - 

Se ee 
eve Galard; native of 

, daughter of Luo Collins, We son au Service de 
ip oupe Provincialle De De La Grand Bretagne dans 
‘wx € de la Ti: ae and Sara WTAE 5 

‘twenty years o old. 
1eao 

_ = he 

Witnesses for groom: David Lejeune, Jean Gradenigo and 
S(t.) Mare Darby. 

Witnesses for bride: Luc Collins pere, Luc Collins fils, 
Theophille=Collins; Jean Collins, 
Guillaume Collins and Charles Percy. 

Property of groom: 6000 piastres in Negroes and other 
, . effects of which 2000 piastres belongs 

Wommreschitaren-du premier lit. 

Property of bride: one young negre and one young negritte 
Ce Tou0 plasvres; one cheveau de caleche 
et ses harnois; bed and other moveables 
@ 200 piastres. 

Signed: 

Julien Lesassier Charles’ Percy 

Luke Collins | Dome gjeuric. 

PuUKesCOLlins Jr. sarah Collins Wight 

Theo Collins Sarah Collins 

Jn. Collins ~- Mare Darby 

W11. Collins Gradenigo 

Le Chev. De Clouet 

(continued on next page) 

1786-10-26 
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0 W Of Francois 
<u ng. wof feu 
this tract to be © 

Signed: Luke 
Le Sassier; Jn. Lesassier fils 

Martin Duralde, Capitaine de 
es militaire des 1 eta , 

1.7 2£ Aw Ors Sri G 

10, .L/ 

1786-10-26 
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vase 

# Signed: | oO 

r sf for g: Broo) om, ee Manuel vee Francois Pitre. 

es for Ragas Guillaume Sanne and Pierre Joubert, 
tor br her neighbors and friends. 

aS Veuve Rivard 

ss Vase 

X Pierre Joubert 

X J. francoeur 

A fr. Pitre 

joseph guenard 

Brunet © 

Le cner. De Clouet 

On cover: Contract of Marriage between Bapte francoeur 

no. 44 

ee ee eee ee ee 

and Dame Ve. Rivard. 

~1786-11-5 
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rune ' pat: ro SESE of 
m 

| eee ReMi nerccvonne. 

tee er eben? Le Bray y de Gonov, et Brunet. 
Ad nian 

"Witnesses for bride: paptiste Fontenau and "EStOUTL Le. 

“Property of groom: 1400 piastres in horned - Seah horses, 
—a jumens, and sheep. 

Property of bride: 2000 viastres from the estate of her 
eg ; desceased husband. The remainder of 

the estate goes to their children: Jacques, 
Laurent, Antoine, and Eugenie 

~~ 

signed: 

L. Fontenot ae X Veuve Terrebonne 

Tereen De ees ES"couliie 

Bfontenot Le Chev. De Clouet 

_ Brunet 

no. 49 

1786-12-6 
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Witn 

Witnesses for bride: 

_ Property of groom: 

Property of bride: 

el a 

"< — ineter 
e of Pensacola, Province of Louisiana, 

gece, Provirice 

Josette | aes a ter of Jean f parich &: and 
Marguer: 

+ Witnesses 

Acces fawn 4 
Anat 

- 
¢ or 
« 

ite Krebs. 

ee for groom: Pierre peers pees of the 
5 Infantry and Commandant of the 

Natchitoches post, the groom's brother; 
and Monsieur Verdalay. 

Donato Bello, officer of the infantry 
and militia; and Martin Duralde, Ne, 
st (?) en ce poste. 

seven slaves of both sexes @ 5000 piastres; 
_four and one half arpents of land and 
plantation at Natchitoches @ 1500 piastres; 
land at Attakapas, quartier of Vermillon- 
twenty-five arpents de face, owned 
jointly with his said brother, with 
cattle © 2000 piastres. 

Negritte, Sophie, six years old @ 400 
piastres; moveables, effects and garde- 
robe @€ 2000 piastres. 

Signed: 

no. 

N. Rousseau 

X Marie Gradenigo 

Pierre Rousseau 

Donato Bello > 

| ‘Werdalay 

4s 

Mn. Duralde 

Gradenigo 

X Marguerite Krebs Gradenigo 

Le Chev. De Clouet 

1786-12-30 
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a he? © 
Pe a, 

AGA, RUE oyececssenee.. and Francoise 
“Prud'homme; native of parish of 

go Cc. of Opelousas. 

; "Witnesses for groom: Jn. Gradenigo and Joachim Ortega. 

Witnesses for bride: Mn. Duralde and Chev. De Villers. 

Property of groom: 

Property of bride: 

signed: 

no. 1 

two slaves - Joseph, about 18 years 
old and Pierre about 16 years old @ 
1400 piastres; diverse creances. and 
one-half of a plantation owned jointly 
with Sr. Ortega @ 600. 

eighteen meres-vaches @ 360; six vaches 
at 90 piastres; seven taures @ 49 
piastres; moveables and garderobe © 
1000 piastres. 

Maric josette Caron Joachin Ortega 

Fedro.de#la Puente _ Gradenigo 

=< Miers, -iiis 

francoise prud homme Mn. Duralde 

Nas. Forstall 

1787-8-1 
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S : for bride Florentin Pc 
is a0 neers es incomplete. y 

perty Of groom: 125 plestres ste 

1788-1-3 





\ wae LAL ig ! and | as 

nerwet Bellemer; widow u Olivier Benoit. 
is8ee for groom. Martin Duraide Nicol | 

m for groom: Francois. resent and Jean Gradenigo. 
aati tnesses for bride: Laurent 

esses for ‘alin acon ino Poiret and Cee Chabot. 
Muse rty of groo Ae 

"Property of groom: “125, cp een as stated in the inventory 
made par nous November 10, 1788 of 250 
piastres, half of which belongs to his 

Property of _ five children by legitimate marriage 
with his deceased wife, Marie Joseph 
Saunier. 

Propersy of bride: Zljrplastres..which 4s half iof,-the 
| , inventory of the goods of her deceased 

husband. The inventory was done December — 
205. 270 ls 

Signed: 

X Claude Aucoin Chabot 

f. Brunet Gradenigo 

X Dame Ve. Olivier Nase forstell 

f. Poiret 

no. 5 

1788-11-20 
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ese Togas mative of Onei nt 
s for gro groom: Martin Dur “e alde and Nicolas ¢ Guenard. 

| Witnesses for. prates Laurent Bailly and Jacques Roman. 
nes © . 

Property of groom: 600 giscdate in advance on aoe future 
de inheritence from his parents; various 
miuner betes-a-cornes © 200 piastres. 

Property of bride: land of twelve arpents de face at la 
| Vieille Vacherie © 400 piastres; 

twenty betes-a-cornes of all ages € 
200 piastres; furniture and hardes © 
400 piastres. Note - The land is given 
by her parents in advance on her droits 
paternel et maternel. 

Signed: 

X Pierre Nezat X Julie Barre 

X Magne. Provot X Laurent Bailly 

C.Barre® =~ Mn. Duralde 

Magdeleine Decuire j. Roman 

Nicolas Guenard Nas, forstall 

X Antoine Nezat 

Oe. 

1788-1231 



, prised asfobitt be bk awd f 

a 

ae 

7 : / 7 ’ ap’ ——* — 

hee) 
» 

bas viltsé treisd robiad tO? 

rr 008 smoot tg TO 

se | rariykt 

a tart 
eee 



aU hter f 

sughte> ; 

Reval Marie 

mp. fees for groom: Jean Franc: | 
“Witnes ses for groom: Antoine Simian end Jean Ponsony, ses 
“Witnesses for bride: amis a defaut de parens. 

Deshotels 
Meencssce for bride: Francois Brunet; Nicolas Maton; Jean 
Property of groom: + Baptiste; Figuron, her beaupere and 

tutor and Francois Brunet. 

eserer ey of 2g Heritage in the property of his parents. 
Prever au 5 

‘Property of bride:.195 piastres and 13 escalins from the 
heritage of her parents; various cattle 
with her brand @ 200 piastres. 

Signed: 

Josepn Andrepon Nicolas Maton 

X Therese Langlois fr. Brunet 

X Baptiste figuron J. Ponsony 

X Marie Jeansonne Nas. forstall 

Antoine Simien 

1789-5-11 
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ntenau, nativ naeamntinter of 
a 8 “aaa arte ies u ait 25 poh and 
- Marie Louise Doucet. 

es Sit 5 widow of Gan | 
messes ‘for groom: pean immppetah haga Brunet and Pierre Manuel. 

“Mimesses for groom: Francois 
Witnesses for bride: cps aaa Escouffie and peratee 

“Witmesses for bride: I Deshotels. 

- Property of groom: twenty-odd horned cattle € 200 piastres; 
horses and jumens and effects proper for 
service of a habitation © 200 piastres. 

Property of bride: eleven horned cattle, large and small 
‘i € 100 piastres; a sum of 200 piastres. 

Signed: 

Der er re Fontenau X Georges Demaret 

X Louise Doucet X Marie Francoise Fontenau 

Pierr Manuel dnefrresecouffié 

jacques deshotels holfisBrunet 

Nas. forstall 

cole ed ES | 

1789-6-8 
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éies a 

Be eepeee, fcr groom: Francois Brunet and eke 

Witnesses for bride: Martin Durelde and Joseph Bourg. 
a rn 

Property of groom: A sum of 545 piastres from the succession 
of his desceased wife's goods made May 
18. The same amount goes to his two 
children Charles and Adelaide. 

Property of bride: A sum of 1454 piastres from the inventory 

Signed: 

of her desceased husband on August 2, 1786. 
The same amount goes to their son, Eloi 
Bourg, a minor. 

Mn. Duralde Pierre Thibaudot 

Basile Chiasson Francois Brunet 

Joseph Bourque Nicolas Forstail 

Thomas Bring 

X Anne Marie Thibaudot 

1789-7-20 
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ut « 

a woepeaa at sie 

fe epebennalse: Joseph 
native ‘Senboonte rouse bs 

ea ct ulcer am of Silvain Saunier and 
ears ital Magdelaine Bourg; native of Opelousas. 

Se of groom: Negre Augustin, age 25, @ 400; ten. 
betes-a-cornes @ 50 piastres; five 

CAG chevaux and jumens © 30 piastres. 

Property of bride: ten meres vaches @ 120 piastres; une 
ge paire de boeufs domtés © 303; one 

cheval domtés and one jument @ 30 
piastres; meubles and garderobe @ 

200 piastres. 

Signed: 

X Silvain Saunier feoruneu 

X Elisée Muissomniere X Dame Silvain Saunier 

X Joseph Jansonne B Lassabe(Lassale?) 

X Celeste Saunier J Chevalier 

Basile Chaisson Nas.=torstall 

X Charles Comau 

Tio, Lo} 

1790-6-15 





lates peal AD 

Reruca Pray pe 
ulate eich Spetic minor son | 

of feu Joseph Fonteneau dit Belleair, 
| * Meniebi tent. of this post while alive, 

¥ and Marie Jeanne Brignac. 

| Harte Joubest, “minor daughter of Pierre Joubert and Catherine 
errs Pitre; native of this post and parish. 

wise 

Witnesses for groom: Heermes wirinepsaen and Francois Brunet. 

Witnesses for bride: Francois Pétre] and. Pierre: Pitre. 

Property of groom: Negre, Charles, from the succession of 
his father © 493 piastres and 6 reaux; 
forty-seven head of cattle @ 175 piastres; 
eighty betes-a-cornes © 200 piastres; 
three cheveaux de selle and five mares @ 
80 piastres; five arpents of land de fsce 
sur la profondeur ordinaire at la grande 
Pointe de Mr. Jean Louis fontenot @ 
50 piastres. 

Property of bride: ten meres vaches given by her parents © 
70 piastres; one cow and two suivants 
and one horse dompte at 30 piastres; 
furniture and garderobe @ 120 piastres. 

Signed: . 

Xx Pierre Joubert | X Louis Fontenot 

A*Catherine Pitre X Marie Joubert 

% Marie Jeanne Brignac AiFrancois Pitre 

X Pierre Pitre louis Guillory 

L. Fontenot 1 t... srenet 

| Nas. forstali 

no. 122 

1791-11-25 
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— -— Fee , : SURE, province 
— : : Grates. 

e neni ; ter Broen 5 Authorized by his parents, 

_— 13 8By OIGEcois escoffie enc 
fontenesu. 

Witnesses for groom: Jean Gradenigo and Louis Reliquet. 
nori seses for bridé 

tnesses for bride: stipulates under the authority of 
’ Pierre Manuel, her tutor, in the 
absence of her mother; Philipe Boutté 
and Louis Chachere. 

“vata 

Prop 
Property of groom: one hundred boeufs, vaches ou chevaux 

@ 700 piastres; one plantation of fourteen 
arpents de face a la prairie vulgairement 
“appelice "Jose toro“ € 300 piastres; 

Property of bride: 200 plastres; other goods @ 100 piastres. 

Signed: 

X Therese Jacob aigle 

P, Boutté 

Je Gradenigo 

L. Chachere 

no. 4 

1793-2-16 

X Francois Fonteneau 

Pierre Manuel 

Louis Reliquenie 

X Marie Brignac 
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3 Bee GE eabisie; son of 
nor omer ana Claudine Barr 

thorized by his parents, SesTetea 
Franc aut paupuesoesce! 

fea -ENEAUs Chevy A172 if 
eee time gerde meager - 

"Witnesses for bridet authorized by es | Acerca assisted 
by Baptiste de Vidrine and Auguste 
Soileau. 

Witmesess for groom: 
Property of groom: none 

Property of bride: garderobe @ 100 piastres; 200 piastres 
- porrowed by the groom. 

Signed: 

Auguste Soileau | f.cois Escouffie 

D(?) Soileau X Eugenie Soileau 

X Simn. fonteneau Nas. forstall 

X henry foteno 

X Bte. Vidrine 

(Dated on cover: ...bre. 16, 1794) 

tio. 19 

1793-9-6 
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ape gboenepheieed 3 
t pencscones Moizan(?) in 

; i ee -of Grenoble; son of 
= Reser 2 eLaLon and Claudine Barrat. 

wt ry; native of Kas(?) in Illinois; daughter 
= of feu Andre Chevalier, during his life- 
Mithséses f - time garde magazin du Roi in Illinois, 
; and feue Dame le Kintrect; widow of 

_ Proper f er _ Jacques 1a mothe. 

Witnesses for groom! F. le Melle and F, Brunet. 

_ Witnesses for bride: Joseph Chevalier and Luc Hollier. 

Property of groom: Plantation of forty arpents of frontage; 
cattle with HD brand, one hundred 
fifty head; twenty horses; six slaves. 

Property of bride: 2158 piastres, half of which is for the 
care of the children of her first.marriage. 

Signed: 

--- Meullion 

F. LeMelle 

F. Brunet 

Jeanne Chevalier ep. du Sr. Meullion 

no. 105 

(This document is a ratification of the original.) 

1794-12-16 
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‘Plorentin Poiret and core Lib..(?). 

Bee ses oe Mice: 7 eu CAAA co and ean Ponsony. 

" ropsty of eran coe nt ne three bulls; one horse, 
iis six years old, one jument, four years 

ropert old; seven moyen cochons. 

eee of bride: Future paternal and maternal rights. 

The bride declares that by her first marriage with feu Pierre 
Pitre she had two children: Pierre and Joseph, 
future heirs of their paternal grandparents. 

mm iS ee 
This contract was done au domicile de la Dame Veuve Pierre 

| Pitre at ae 

Signed: | 

| X Veuve Pierre Pitre Deni Liberge 

X Sieur Fontenau ; Jean Gradenigo 

“A Francois Pi t@ce se f Poiret 

-- Ponsony Pierre forest 

no. 68 

1795-9-30 
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i darmueni ce (hrebs) i of ‘thts post 
y aes < aA daughte r of Marie. jeanne 

se ae oi oF onat, milatresse - “petue----; J 

ses for groom: arts Donat Bello, Ge---, Antoine 
Dubroquas. — 

oss: for bride: - oa Be oy 

Witnesses for bride: Jacques desbor---; ~---- Fontenau; 
Antoine Faillet. 

Property o o 

ao of room: rou slaves; 1000 piastres in the hands 
er Sr< Vivant of New Orleans; Lettres a 
compte de l*habitation --- lui a vendu 
sous-sing prive et --- laquelle reside le 

at. at. futur Epoux 5 “twelve place-settings o7 
Silver with two cuilleres a ragout € 90 
piastres; two lits garnis € 50 piastres; 
three chevaux de de montures © 75 piastres; 
various utensils and movables @ 100 piastres. 

Property of bride: eighty betes-a-cornes, large and small 
marked CF € --; twenty horses € 210 piastres;: 
land of twelve arpents © 60 viastres, sit- 
uated at Bois de Hallet; 60 piastres 
gourdes in sp specie; various movalbes such 
as one lit carni, bijouteries, ard one 
garderobe € 300 piastres. The grocm adds 
to her property 400 piastres because of his 
food and sincere love. 

Signed: 
Celeste Donato fin. Duraide 

gorge Bollard Baptiste Meu--- 

A. Dubroqua | Mn. Dto.---- 

J. B.. fontenot J. Deborde- 

Paillet 
no. 178 

(This document is in bad repair.) 

1796-2-6 
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hi@ Savoie. 
a 2 

Ventse and | fd ‘of this post. — 

eT | LeSassicr ; 
| Witnesses for bride: ----- Gradenigo, her father; Augustin - ae Gradenigo; Joseph Bourg. 

Property of groom: Three negroes @ 1500 piastres; fifteen 
“Property arpents of land, bought from Despau @ 

150..piastres; 2150 piastres from the 
heritage of his deceased parents. 

Property of bride: One young Mulatresse, about seven years 
old,.@ 200 piastrées; garderobe and other 
moveables @ 200 piastres; groom owes 
bride 3--- piastres which may be collected 
at his death. 

Signed: 

| Louis Carrier _ J LeSassier 

Lize Gradenigo Jh. Gradenigo 

Jean Gradenigo Mn. Duralde 

Gme. Gradenigo 

Joseph Bourg 

Augistin Gradenigo 

no. 104%  $(In bad repair) 

1796-2-16 
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a 

» Widow of Elize 

or groom: Charles Comeau, his father; Louis 
. Carriere and Jean Gradenigo. 

Witnesses for bride: Joseph Bourg, son propre oncle; Ethienne : es” FUT de Lamorandiere fils, Captain of the 
Militia. 

‘Property of groom: eleven cows and calves @ 88 piastres; four 
| . boeufs @ 24 piastres; horses of different 

ages © 68 piastres. 

Property of bride: one half of the amount of the inventory 
made at the death of Elize Missonier, her 
husband, on May 1, 1794. The other part 
is for her minor children by that marriage: 
Elize and Emeran Missonier. 

Signed: 

X Augte. Comeau L. Carriere 

X Veuve Missonier J. Gradenigo 

Estevan De Lamorandier Charles Comeau 

Joseph Bourque Delamorandier fils 

Mn. Duralde 

no. 64 

1797-2-18 
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pS¢es: Jeon B 

ly, na LEAS tafean, bees acne hive? } of Francois 
ect and Marie Therese Berthelot. 

| Witnesses for ae Oeste dennairy | his. ‘mother; Jacques Roman 

Prop 

and Francois Roquigny. 

“Witnesses: for pe Rrancots Stelly, her patent Gilbert 
Amye and Paul Roquigny. 

"Property of groom: two meres vaches from the succession of 
his father @ 16 piastres; one lit garni, 
de la vaisselle and other household goods 
@ 16 piastres; gift from his mother @ 
30 piastres; one arpent de face on both 
sides of Bayou Tech bounded by Joseph 
Castille, his brother, and on another 
side by the land of his mother @ 40 
piastres; fifty betes-a-cornes, large 
and small, including twenty-five Betes 
cavalines "@ 505 piastres; cash @ L508. 
piastres. 

Property of bride: five meres vaches with calves @ 40 
piastres; Negro, Louis, age 18, creol @ 
600 piastres; one Negresse, Marguerite, 
about 16 years old, creole @ 500 piastres; 
“fivevarpentsof land §O.. beschosenrei ther 
aveLaCprairie des vont Sriavertendrais 
qu‘ oecupeTMaveson-pere°@ 200 piastres; 
one bed tout monté © 35 plastres; forty 
three betes-a-cornes of all ages @ ---; 
another sum @ 197 piastres. 

Signed: 
X Frans. Stelly julis Stely 

Jean Baptiste Castille ! fe Roquignie 

X Dame Castille j. Roman 

Gillebert Amye P. Roquigny 

Mn. Duralde 
no. 68 

1797-7~16 
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atre a ; ne Of 

WwW of Jean Baptiste Le Blanc. 
s are tore then. twenty-five S 

s: Je 1 Baptiste Peytavin, pidtre. voRetn, Antoine 
< pou Dernier eer ager 

Dero ecby of g groom: cannes ereeits of ana at Cartier de Belle 
Property of © Vue bounded d'ten haut by Victor Richard 

“ and dans le bas by the children of the 
said Pierre Richard. 

Property of bride: two (four ?) arpents of land bounded by 
Baptiste Duplechin on one side and on 
the other by the children of the said 
Pierre Richard. 

Signed: 
X Pierre Richard . X Isabelle Ocoin 

A. Dubroqua | Jn. Baptiste Peytavin 

Pierre Voisin Jn. Hr. Lastrapes 

J Lesassier 

Note: Don Martin Duralde, Capitaine du Milice et Commandant 
civil et militaire des Opeloussas. 

Jtatteste que j'ai chargé Monsr. Lesassier Comman- 
dant des milices du Commandant par interim pendant 
le tems de la fabrique d'Indigo, et que tout acte 
qu'il a passé pendant cet intervalle doit valoir 
en justice comme ailleurs. Aux Opeloussas, le 
deux octobre de l'tAnnee mil sept cens quatre 
vingt dix-sept. | 

(Signed) Mn. Duralde 

mo. 65 

1797-8-19 
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ata tii! ‘| . tae tae 
oupee. 

oe rena) 

nat ive. of. Baad | 

libre, native of Pointe Coupee. 

ape Bo oh ‘par oe are more than twenty-five years old. 
+tnesae t 

Witnesses: ‘Pewe-Ostha Westie aanyanetetes ‘libre, Valerien, | 
i Libre; Messieurs: Joseph | Roy, pere et fils. 

2 aes Sr groom: Big t A et two horses and two mares 
@ 65 piastres; one carabine and one — 
fusil @ 5 plastres; moveables © 25 piasitres, 

Property of bride: 110 piastres; plantation of one and one 
) half arpents de face and forty arpents 

de profondeur @ @ 60 piastres; one negresse, 
Therese, Mandigo de nation, about fifty 
years old, @ 100 piastres; forty-five 
betes-a-cornes © 190 piastres; household 
effects @ 30 piastres. 

Signed: 
X Antoine Regist Bte Meullion 

X Genevieve Joseph Roy fils 

Valerien Au--im Julien Lesassier 

Joseph Roy 

Note: Don Martin Duralde, Capitaine de milice et commandant 
civil et militaire des Opeloussas. 

J‘atteste que j'ai chargé monsr. Lesassier 
Commandant des milices du commandant par interim 
pendent? le ;temssde,ila fabrique d'indigo. et que 
tout acte qu'il a pass& pendant cet intervalle 
doit valoir en justice comme ailleurs. Aux 
Opeloussas, le deux octobre) depl*annee mil sept 
cens quatre vingt dix-sept. 

(Signed) Mn. Duralde 

Tide tL 

no. 14 case. 

1797-9-25 
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sed “paptiste Aucoin, | REE first 

; deborde, Joseph Roy, and 

; se 

*. Property of see 915 piastres by the inventory of his 
| @reperty ef groor first wife, and 915 piastres to divide 

between their four major and four 
minor children. 

- Property of bride: 46 piastres (with Mr. Bara of Pointe 
. Coupee), half of which goes to the three 

children of her first marriage. 

Signed: . . 
X Antoine belar James Wimbish 

X Marie fores J. Deborde 

Joseph Roy L. hollier 

Julien Lesassier 

Note: Don Martin Duralde Capitaine de milice et Commandant 
Civil et militaire des Opeloussas, 

Je certifie que pour pouvoir vaquer aux interests 
de mon habitation, et nuire le moins possible a 
ceux de public par mon absence, J'ai chargé du 
Commandant par interim monsr. dn. Julien 
Lesassier Commandant des milices de ce poste et 
que foi doit etre ajoutie a sa signature sur 
l‘acte precedent. Aux Opeloussas le vingt-trois 
Decembre mil sept cens quatre vingt dix-sept. 

(Signed) Mn. Duralde 

no. 67 

1797-10-20 
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| Property of groom: 350 piastres, after the amount given 
to his children du premier lit, his 
first wife being Adrienne Bordelon. 

Property of bride: 200 piastres, in possession of Antoine 
Dubroquard her tutor charged with 
her goods. 

Signed: 

X CEnBTORAE heher? dit Milan J. Deborde 

Joseph Roy . Alexis Fulton 

Jh. Mayeux . y Julien Lesassier 

Note: Don Martin Duralde, Capitaine de milice et commandant 
. civil et militaire des, Opeloussas. 

Je certifie que pour pouvoir vaquer aux interests 
de mon habitation, et nuire le moins possible a 
ceux du public par mon absence, J'ai chargé du 
Commandant par interim Mons. dn. Julien Lesassier, 
-Commandant des milices de ce poste et que sa 
signature doit faire foi sur l'acte precedent. 

_ Aux Opeloussas le vingt trois Decembre, mil sept 
cens quatre vingt dix-sept. 

“(Signed) Mn. Duralde 

Ta atey 3 

1797-11-11. 



siq “Ose 
im 4 o2 

~ -~ * 



fari a 7 . nee aaapae Soft 
| r gHeag ae widow of fen Joseph Boutins saughter 
"Yon —s of Isidore Trahan and Magdeleine 

Leblanc; native of St. Malo in France. 

- Mimors of the first. marriage of the groom: Jean Bte., 
Catherine, Frosine, Liberte, Simon 

| and Francois. 

_ Witnesses for the groom: Andre Duclot, Francois Robin. 

Witnesses for the bride: Berthelemy Dejean and Baptiste 
Castille. 

Property of groom: 1112 piastres and 5 reaux from the 
. inventory of his first wife, done 

August 1, 1798. 

Property of bride: The inventory of her deceased husband 
was done July 11, 1797; several betes- 
a@-cornes; jumens; a little neeritte, 
Rosalie, about four and one haif yeers 
old, born of negresse Charlotte since 
this marriage with Balthazar Marks. 

Signed: 

X Balthazar Marks Robin 

Marie Jeanne Trahan De jean 

Duclot Jean Bte. Castille 

Martin Duralde 

no. 3(?) 

1798-9-8 
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aie eraueie: iidsrely native of 

eter 4 ; Seekeel an avec: Coupee of this province, 
—— aa «19 years old, natural daughter 
‘The party was marric tecemefr Charhes Grandpres and Jeanette 
A _Clapion, free mulatresse. 
ws tnesses 

“Witnesses yee eroom: Marie Jeanne Lemelle, his mother; 
Messieurs Antoine Dubroquas and Josepl: 
Gradenigo. 

Witnesses for bride: Valerien Ozanne, carteron libre, natural 
brother of the bride, for himself and 
as representative of their mother, 

Jeanette Clapion; Jean Gradenigo and 
‘Jean Bte. Peytavin. 

Property of groom: his aighis: in the succession of Marie 
Jeanne Lemelle when she dies. 

Prepecuy Of bride: her garderobe, bed, bijouteries, and 
: other moveable goods @ 900 piastres. 

Signed: 

Louis Lemelle Marie Jeanne Lemelle Joseph Gradenigo 

Olimpie Grandpres A. Dubroqua Jean Gradenigo 

Jn. Bape. Peytavin Valerien Ozanne Martin Duralde 

(A note signed by George King, Parish Judge, and dated 
pevvember 1), 1613, states. that the foregoing 1s a-.correct 
Gopyacot the original filed in his office.) 

1798-10-16 
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BX . : , Capitaine 
= . sradue de milice, and Marie 

ige Fon’ penet,. Wakivece nevieve Fontenctte. r of 
-% a -- Joseph Fontenot an: ine T: 

s Langlois, daughter of Antoine Langlois and 
is for _" Prancoise Carriere; “native of ShisPpest. 

me party was married December, 1798. 

‘Witnesses for groom: Louis -de Villiers,.his father; 
Pre Joseph Gradenigo, Lieutenant de 

Dragons de Milice. 

Witnesses for bride: Antoine bangi1ois:,| her father; 
Francoise Carriere, her mother; 
Jean Gradenigo. 

Property of groom: alittle negre Celestin, creol of this 
| post, ten years old € 250 piastres; 

land of four arvents of frontage bounded | 
on one side by Philippe Lacase and on 
the other. by nis father; six jumens .and 
one horse € 30 piastres. 

Property of Bride: twelve betes-a-cornes © 80 piastres; one 
lit garni and other goods of vse € 20 
piastres; 400 piastres in cash. 

Marrece from. "Property of groom” : Item le tiers qu'il soit 
et gui revient a la dame MarieGenevieve sa mere dans 
Seeimoment du restant de la succession de feu Monsr. 
Jacques Benit Fontenelle son pere dont“la dame Marie 
Genevieve Livaudai sa mere veuve en secondes noce de 
Poop renco15 de Vilbiers Capitaine d*infantrie et 
Snevyolitermae ol. Louis e€st comptabile. 

Signed: 
[ee vane varelots Coulon de Villiers Jean Gradenigo 

X Antoine Langlois bouis-dae Villier 

Francois Coulon De Villier Jn. Gradenizo 

Martin Duralide 

T1065 

1799-3-14 
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of t) ndebeoeesLemese -c fof 
‘Fontenot and aaa te Tray. 

a stigine undik Fite ont Philippe 

| Pifies des ron Briaer™ ‘Sean’ oA SHEES and Francois Pitre. 

‘Yitncsses of groom: one hundred forty betes-a- cornes @ 
‘Witnesses - 700 piastres; twelve chevaux et jumens 

© 240 piastres. 

Property of bride: twenty cows and their calves @ 40 piastres; 
ae The groom gives her the right to 400 

plastres extra to be collected at his 
death and to be counted as though she 
Hoeaeoreusit at into the marriage. He 
makes this gift as a mark of his sincere 
and tender love. 

Signed: 

Adam Tate X Joseph Fontenot 

X Phpe. Jn. Louis Fontenot William Bundick 

X Francois Pitre Jean Gradenigo 

X Marie Louise Fontenot Mn. Duralde- 

no. 28 

1799-4-20 
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Nicolas Lamathe and Francois Escouffié. 

"Witnesses for bride: Jean Gradenigo and Berthelemy Dejean. 

fo heres his interests with Berthelemy 
. Hejean. and Vivant Souliers and Duclot: 

5,000 piastres. 

Property of bride: none 

Signed: 

Jn. Hr. Lastrapes Jean Gradenigo 

Dejean Nicolas Lamathe 

1,Zcols Tscourfié Mn. Dureide 

Genevieve Boisdoré& 

To. 2 / 

1799-6-1 
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rs bee ta 
wants £0 ‘deny the right of. 

oses the marriage of his son, 
and f atretiagnrienc tt * Bui 14- 

» ANE - Ores Mr. Ame Bertrand must p e? 
_ Amable Be pere swore and made iia of the Cross 
ele merriggoreli the: “Puth: 

Pe Interrogation: : Ate befor é 

Names Amable. Bertrand: r 
Religion: Catholique meee Satine et Romain 
Age: 63 
Native of: Montreal Be 
Did your son ask your permission to marry: yes 
How many eh Big=ne Ssk: three, and never received 

consent. 
Beason: "eljne veut pas qu'il’ se marie avec cette 

Toten, a 
Age of son: 32 years passte 

Signed: 

Jean Gradenigo 

X Amable Bertrand 

Martin Duralde 

TIOe Gs 

(continued) 

1799-6-5 
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‘ 2 | srr Ate present him- 
e she mn reas se B to oe ‘the 

= @ahel Rartin enc ; 
s deyuian site, before Pigecees! we reasons and then 

ss ‘will be given to me to be sent to the 
Church eat. where judgement will be rendered. 

¢ + 
«~ AAP 

Property (Signed) Fr. Pedro de Zamora 

1799265 
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other @ 
Ch iver, 

i tae 
in’ specie of this 

rerdele + e ay eee of 

: sat te ona. 
1¢ pee eRe in her name; 

xptiste Castille, his brother; 
“Tiehel Martin and Paul Roquigny. 

Witnesses for bride: Francois stelly and Marie Therese 
- Berthelot stipulate in their names; 
Manuel Grenot ‘and Baptiste Castille. 

Property ¢ of groom: two trained horses © 65 piastres; two 
young horses @ 40 piasres; seven jumens 
and autant de croits d‘un an © 110 
piastres; forty betes-a-cornes tant 
praticseauepeultes © 200 piastres; one 
Arpent of elanad Jon both sides of Bayou 
Lei. uve oy nis movner in ‘the 
Succasmuon Of Nis* rather, bounded on one 
Side=>y 1s movner and on the other by 
Bte. Castille, his ------ » Situated at 
Attakapas © 40 piastres; two cows end 
one cali trom the succession ‘of his 
Povnerre LOMpiestress sone 2it 2arni fron 
the succession of his father @ 20 piastres. 

(continued) 

1800-5-11 
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wat aici of this 
(14, native of 

s3 f. ve arpents 
sllée vulgairment 

: un 7 unded on one side by 
Balthaza KS and on the other by Sieur 

Pee f telly, with the ordinary depth of 40 
mot expected “so _arpents, estimated at 20 piastres for 

— 
* es 
- 

church. each arpent of frontage @ 100 piastres; 
; one lit tout monté @ 25 piastres. 

Witnee HY ) 

Signed: 

manuel castille 

X Osite Landry Castille 

Me. these. Berthelot Stelly 

Jean Batiste Castille 

M Greneaux 

Michel Martin 

X Felicite Stelly 

xX Francois Stelly 

p. Roquigny 

Martin Duralde 

no. 40 

1800-5-11 
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Marie Jeanne 
‘Paks BOBS © 

‘e. Payauy 

> Rative of this post; ‘daughter 
yi oa — ‘eu Luc Fontenot and 

anne Collins, ‘wife of | Severine de Sote. 

Phe: d gone to the house Loe the Comet to a 
their eh s of marriage ‘but found him absent and 
a> BOE, expected soon, so thes, ¢ celebrated the marriage in 

church. — | , 

Witnesses for groom: TLS at Aone; Augustin Gradenigo, 
iS: it clit. 

Witnesses for bride: Louis Fontenot, her uncle;--Louis 
3 Carriere and Baptiste Janson. 

Property of groom: various animals @ 300 piastres. 

Property of bride: 418 piastres and 7 reaux, including 
her part in 493 piastres and 6 reaux 
from her deceased father Luc Fontenot 
Trom tne partace ot goods of the 
deceased Josepk Fontenot, his father, 

“Sr Ger tne inventory done -br. 179C, 
SNOowmie Calugre son uly 22. 1/791. in 
Which is Named tour children: Luc, 
Elie, Marie de Nieges, and Ludevine 

- Fontenot; various animals, some with 
the brand of Severine de Soto Fontenot. 

signed: 

is x Severine de Soto Fontenot et Prou(?) 

Godefroi:Soileau i. Carriere 

x Marie de Neiges Fontenot Soileau 

Baptiste peomccnnel X Louis Fontenot 

B Sistine | Martin Duralde 

‘ , Autin. Gradenigo | 
TO OG? . tas 

1800-11-12 
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2 “Items: omxcet sien 

‘ P | walter he Biteovet, anol on 
© Bodsie, (pian mtenie au service 

es 14es iS cr 
inne collins, wife of sylvestre Bossie. — 

Ceancoietanees eaee ‘poste about five 
years old © 250 piastres; argent ehiedcbnt | ee 
du prince € 200 piastres; one bed garni € 
piastres; goods from the succession of the erie 
motner ana father, Luc Collins and Zoe Courtableau; 
one negresse, Dorthee, creole of this post about 
twelve years old, given by Suzanne Collins(Widow 
Piercy), her aunt, © 400 piastres; ten betes- 
a-cornes @ 40 piastres; two jumens @ 30 piastres. 

ah ee 

Signed: 

J Lesassier Destinval 

A Payau . Luke Collins 

Jean Gradenigo ine Carriere 

svt. bossie Martin Duralde 

(This document is not a true Marriage Contract, but 

a Reconnaissance.) 

rig. 20 

1800-12-16 
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de 
< ous de ja Nouvelle 

ans; son of feu Guy Soniat 
es evalier de Dufossat, Ancien 

reoem Gapitaine d'infanterie au service 
i Yoset Soni et Dufosietsa. Majeste tres chretienne ev 

Capitaine retire et rensionne 
tse Dural¢ du Regiment fixe fixe de pee Louisianne, 

from Dufossat in Cahors, France, 
martin D and Francoise Claudine Dreux; 

native of New Orleans and widower 
of feue Marie Arnoul. 

Louise Duralde, native of Opeloussas; daughter of Martin 
Duralde, the writer of this document, who 
is a native de Cambo dans la Biscaye 
francaise; and Marie Joseph Louise Perrault, 
from Quebec, Canada. 

Witnesses for groom: Alexandre chevalier Delhomme, Lieutenart 
des milices; Clair Benoit de Sainte 
Clair, Lieutenant des dragons des 
milices; and Balthazar Neuville 
Declouet, Ensipne des Milices. 

Witnesses’ for bride: Martin Duralde, her father; Marie 
Joseph Louise Perrault, her mother; 
Martin and Joseph Duralde, her brothers ; 
Alexandre Declouet, Capitaine des Milices 
dean Gradenizo and Jeen Berard. — 

Property of groom: 5375 piastres and 14 reaux, his part in the 
succession of his defunte wife, from which 
marriage issued four children. (This 
section mentions le Marquis de casa Calvo, 
Gouverneur militaire de cette province. | 
The groom 1 also has rights in the heritage 
from his mother, Suscad elle(the succession) 
aura lieu. 

Preyerey Of bride: Une vetite metise, Judith, a domestic, 
native of Opelousses and about thirteen 
years of are © 700 viastres; a note from 
her father € 2300 piastres 

(continued) 

1801-9-22 
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of Tllsneis; @auchter 
*Picote de Beletre anc snip 

land 

: . Martin Duralde fils 

ny - joseph Duralde 

Jean Berard 

Jean Gradenigo 

Adre. De Clouet 

Alexandre Delhomme 

Nie. DeClouet 

Claire Benoit De Ste. Clair 

no. 19 

1801-9-22 
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_-~ 

a ef 

feue | rie. Femconn ‘son oat 
Anto? > Piguran and Anne Cauvio, 

Tee fssce pe even: nad 7 img behets. itt Joachim 
wip de Villiers. aria 
; tne groom* 4 

Witnesses for groom: Jean Gradenigo eric Joseph Roy. 
BH, 

Witnesses for bride: ett’ Picote de Beletre, her father; 
Witnesses for Louis Chevalier de Villiers, her 

uncle; Joseph Distainval. 

Property of groom: 7769 piastres and 34 reaux, net pro- 
pert) duct of the inventory of his wife, 

| of which his son Jean Baptiste Claude 
_Figuran, will receive 444 piastres 
and 44 reaux. 

Property of bride: one caleche @ 45 piastres; the rights 
in the succession of her parents 
lors que le cas arrivera. 

Signed: 

X Jn. Bte. Figuran X Constance de Beletre 

Louis de Villiers Destinval 

Picoté de Belestre Joseph Roy 

Louis Gradenigo Martin Duralde 

no. 2a 

1801-10-3 0 
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Bee bee ‘Létoux. 

‘cCuacso: 

ae ae ae ie ite . “horde on. parri: age. 2. 

4 ig al Font enot , ere oR? 
es Balle imself and his wife, 

a Signed: _ the cabs : Cees. Marie Joseph 
es Fontenot; Sylvestre Bossié; Seth 
_.. Hanchett. 

Witnesses for bride: her parents; Julien Lesassier, 
Jai ™ Commandant of the Militia of this 

post; Jean Gradenigo. 

Property of the groom: 500 piastres from the succession 
of his father; one hundred sixty 
head of cattle (from feu Antoine 
Boisdoré, his god-father?) @ 800 
piastres; twelve head of betes- 
cavalines @ 250 piastres. 

Property of bride: Ten betes-a-cornes © 50 piastres; other 
goods © 150 piastres. 

Signed: 

X Celeste Roy | Joseph Roy 

X Antoine phttas } F. Bossié 

L. Fontenot seth Hanchett 

i, Lesassier Martin Duralde 

Jean Gradenigo 

no. 20 

1801-10-30 

“ 
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gisele 
5% pane ie ae 

ne Vv eilion, Frar 1co4 Lec OuxX. 

said Franc FA) BOBEESE SS : 
“Jacques Jean Louis Fontenot; 

se a gorriage 5 Zenon ¥ Joubert. 
of f: Past Ze i Zenon Jacques 
OU is Fontenot. 

“Stgneds to. marry in the PD A 

Lived toreti 

F Le Doux Fete eh (Jean Joubert makes his 
eh mark, according to the 

Mérie AfineVebLlonne } document; but it is 
| not found with the 

Jean Gradenigo other signatures. ) 

Martin Duralde 

On an enclosed document containing items of property 
| fOr the succession of the deceased Jacques 

Jean Louis Fontenot dated June 1, 1797, is 
found: 

Signed: 

Jean Bte. Roujot 
Grand Pere de la Veuve 

X Michel Janisse 

X Jean Buraux 

(The document is not a true Marriage Contract, but a 
Reconnaissance.) 

Tits 11 

1802-4-2 
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| 64 

March 16, 1803 | 

Before Martin Duralde, Capitaine de Milice et Commandant 
Civil<et militaire de.ce voste. 

Heo ae Donato Bello, fils naturel of feu monsieur Donato 
Bello, officer of the infantry, and 
Marie Jeanne Taillefer(?), mulatresse; 
native of New Orleans. 

Marianne Duchesne, fille naturelle of feu Louis Duchesne 
and Nanette St. Laurent, negresse; 
native of New Orleans. 

They promise to marry in the Catholic Church, after having 
lived together for some time and 
reared children. 

Marie Anne Duchesne has two children: Auguste Piernas and 
Marie Louise Allain, issues before 
her cohabitation with Donato Bello. 

Property is estimated by Jacques Dupre and Antoine Paillet. 

Witnesses for groom: Jean Gradenigo, Joseph Roi and Valerien 
Ozenme. 

Witnesses for bride: Pierre Carriere, Baptiste Meullion 
and George Bolard. 

The groom swears that the issues of this cohabitation 
before marriage are: Lucien Martin, 
Marie Denyse, Marie Louise, Martin Antoine 
Celestin, Celeste Emelie, and Augustin 
Donat. 

Property of groom: 5000 piastres, some of which is lent out; 
one hundred fifty bouefs of four years 
Old © 200 piastres; one boat and ses 
agrets neufs € 500 piastres; one viellie 
berge © 100 piastres; land of twenty 
arpents de face with a profondeur 
ordinaire on both sides of the coulte 

de Semneliers situated at Bois de Mallet 
on which is found a vacherie and house 

of, 22. feet-in Jength, by mee feet in wid*h 

@ 500 piastres; 450 betes-a-cornes of al 
ages, male and female, i. fee ana small, 
@ 2250 piastres; 26 chevaux © 1040 piastre: 

fifty betes cavalines, male and female of 
ee er ee ee 

all ages @ 750 piastres; his plantation 

where he resides, consisting of land of 

about eleven arpents de face and of 

profodeur” ordinaire and one house sur sol 

(continued) 7803-93-16 





ie 41. 

ADC th . +} + 

| of Agathe, named Lubin, 
sepeed y 3 eye 

oo. = vie BR ie | Le eriliior y “son 
J t ol C f j tk pa . Sls , € hon evs 150 viastres; ~ 

i Min a iS —— Cres} d'z re er -S 5 end a on L 2 oul 
er x tar 2) .n a ragout 

pic me es Wo ch 127) ees yeh, cheva k es e a boeuf; 
st 4 a Ped mu f se c re te eches: cet) che ArT. es dont “deux a. cheva T; household 

ae pias res. 

aay £ of bride: fifty betes-a-cornes, large and small, 
WEIR male and female © 250 piastres; 100 

Wi tne ) piastres from her aunt, Marie Castillon 
“ii also mentions one Nicolas Simon), thirty 

boeufs @ 240 piastres; four horses @ 160 
piastres; ten betes cavalines © 150 
piastres; four couverts d'argent and one 
cuillere d'argent a ragout @ 35 piastres; 
1600 piastres au coin du en 

Signed: 

Jean Gradenigo M. Donato Bello 

Joseph Roy Paillet 

V. Auzinne P. Couviere (7?) 

George Bolerd Bte. Meullion 

X Marianne Duchesne Martin Duralde 

X Jacques Dupre 

ae oe AL 

1803-3-16 





“Witnesses for proom: Patines Siseatct, Joseph Roy fils. 

Witnesses for bride: ‘Sara Collins, her mother; Theophile 
~VOviins end Luc Collins, uncles; 
Martha Collins, a relative. 

Property, of groom: negre Philippe, about 22 years old, of 
Maryland @ 600 piastres; negre Daniel, 
Pavouterv-years oud, Of Mariland @ 550 
Digatrestanerre Sanson ,..about 22 years 
Old, Of” Pensiivanie-@-500 piastres; 
negresse Alfa(?), about 18 years old, 
of Maryland © 500 piastres; mulatresse 
Mohaley, about 17 years old @ 455 piasires. 

Property of bride: 500 piastres, ziven by the Widow Lesassier. 

signed: 

sarah Le Sassier Joseph Roy 

parah Le Sassier TheosColiins 

‘Theo Gholson | Murtough Collins 

Luke Collins . Martin Duralde 

Wo. 112 

1803-6-15 
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ME ouvette 

ghter of Jean 
1 

Pia 4 ° 
e jaucnte > 

DE apf. ct om and Ca 
_ Witmesses for groom: | ear eecsri As and Robert pio 

Witn 
“Witnesses for ‘bride: “Augustin Gradenigzo, Hilaire 

- Gradenigo, Louis Carriere, Francois 
DAtins no: Rai. % Robin and Jean Jacques Vernin 

Diggrepony. 

Property of groom: property in New Jersey, county of 
Sommerset, owned jointly with his 
brothers, Feter and Guillaume Voorhies, 
worth about 1000 piastres. 

Property of bride: one hundred betes-a-cornes civen By 
her rerain, Tev REDE Bailly, marked: 

om 
7 

C1900 Tiastres ;*o* 11 tte: mulatressies 
Hortence, about 7 years old, native of 
this post € 300 piastres; other effects 
€ ZO00°piastres. 

cigned: 

Augtin. sradenizo Cornelius Voorhies 

X Aimeé Gradenigo Jean Gradeniso 

PheO.. VO. ais | Robin md 

Melt Were ec pone Robert Taylor 

hilaire Gradenigo eeCaurrere 

Parti ne lure 1d6 
Mice LO 

Neos 7 22 
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October 21, 1803 

68 

Before Don Martin Duralde, Capitaine de Milice et 
Commandant civil et militaire de ce poste et 
de ce lui des Atacapas. 

Oliver Clark, of major age; son of Thomas Clark and 
Marie Brooks; a native of la Nouvelle 
York. 

Julienne Bridom, widow of feu Michel Stoots; daughter 
of Michel Bridom and Catherine Rey- 
tenauer; native of this colony. 

Witnesses for groom: Thomas Hoffpauer and William 
Gilchrist. 

Witnesses for bride: Dame Michel Pridom for her husband; 
Michel and Andres Bridom, her bro- 
thers; Pierre Stoots, her beau- 
frere; and Joseph Andrews and 
Murtough Collins. 

Property of groom: note from Sieur Raynaud, marchand a 
Philadelphie, now in the possession 
of Sieur Linx, marchand a la Nouvelle 
Dricensyeeuceo0+piastres’.. ~ “7 

Property of bride: the succession of her late husband 

leaves a sum which must also be used 
for the care of the issues of her 
Piccoremarrnace:*larre.* Miened suzanne, 
Celeste>+Emetie, Jacob and-Vainon Stoots. 
A sum of 200 piastres is mentioned. 

signed: 
pour ma seur veuve Michel Stouts 
Andre Prud'homme 

Oliver Clark 

Joseph Andrew 

Peter Sours 

Murtough Collins 

Hoffpauer 

no. 60 

Michel Pridom 

William Gilcreast 

Martin Duralde 

pour ma maire & pour moy 
Andre Prud'homme 

1803-10-21 
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APPENDIX 
| 69 

at 

Transcription of the Soileau-Fontenot Marriage Contract 
(July 30, 1771) 

Par devant nous Commandant des Opeloussas en presence de 
temoins ci aprés nommés et soussignés furent presents en 
personne Noel Soileau fils Majeur usant ses droits du de- 
ffunt Mr. Noel Soileau Garde Kaeasin du Roi au fort des 
Natches et de dame Marie Joseph Richaume ses pere et mere 
natif de la Paroisse de St. Charles cote des Allemans pro- 
vince de la Louisianne d'une part et de demoiselle Angei- 
ique Fonteno dite Bellevue fille mineure de Pierre Fonteno 
dit Bellevue habitante des Oveloussas et de Louise Doucet 
ses Pere et Mere nacquis du fort des Allabamons d'tautre 
part - Le dit Pierre Fonteno stipulant et agissant pour le 
dite demoisellie mineur de son consentement et son nom. Les- 
quel partis de leur bon eré et pure volonté et de l'tavis de 
fours oc ens el amis Cl=apres.nommes Savoir De la Part du S>. 
sOileau des Srs. Robert Lamorandieres et Augustin Soileau 
ses Trere et beaufrere et du coteé*de la dit demoiselle 
Angelique Fonteno, du Sr. Pierre Fonteno son Pere et de la 
Oome Marie Louise Doucet sa tante ont fait les traites. et 
Becords de mariage gui, suivent. PNVeprom.s Jes futur 
epousceepor nom Jol et Sacrement de” mariage’ celui faire 
Peete EL eOlennizer en face de l'relise Catholique.et 
Romaine & la premiere requisition de J'un entre eux - La 
Communauté des futur Epouse sera rerie et gouvernte sui- 
Vemo to. COuuuMe ev les loix ad Espagne renoncant toutes 
Baurres. COntraires. Quand bien meme cette colonie passeroit 
sous une autre domination - Ne feront les dits futurs 
Bpppvce. -enus oes cetvres J'nn de j*anutre contractées avant 
beepresente, marriazre. au contraire.Elles seront acguittées 
ped. Cellule gui Jes aura contractées sans que les. biens dé 
eure ©n repondent— oe prennent Jes dits futurs Epoux. --:~ 
over, uepus, leur, droits sueccessifs mobiliers et, immobiliers 
echus et a echeoir Ceux du futur Epoux consistent en un 
Neer reo leonomme, JosSepn sa temme apoeliée Catherine, deux 
Pebies Negritions nommés Jean Baptiste ef Noel estimés 
ensemole trois milie.sept cens soixante livres dont Ja dite 
future Epoux donne la dixieme a la dite future - Les droits 
de la dite future consistent premierement en onze Betes & 
Corer renos Cl Dell as evelueessensemple trois, cens livres 
DerslemenL ,. en. une somme de deux mille deux. cens soOlxante 
Gee ee ivrcss Gn Dlastres pourdes, que lea dite future a 
Bien eee Dor Son, industric et ses economies Troiszement, fn 

une somme de trcis cens septante six livres provenans du 
Geer Geste Waitt Epouse. lui donne sur le. totale du 
montant de son bien - Toutes ses trois sommes ensemble mor.- 
Veer Ole ues. livres consti tTuerony. Jes @drolits De ja 
(ieee Les ourlles elle préejévera en cas, dé divorce 
ou. de decés.du dit futur Enoux - Entendent les dits futur 
EpOUxX. due le present contract soit homologuées constituront 
pour cet effet la versonne du Commandant sousigné - 
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e nne - Laurent Baily temoins 
at tde franpliesqueds - ont signé en la minute avec 

: . Lamorandiere, Augustin Soileau - Angelique 
- Fonteno - Pierre Fonteno - Et nous Commandant du district - 
ie Solleau, Pour Angelique Fonteno Fusilier DelaClaire - 

Pierre Fonteno Fusilier DelaClaire Soileau de la- 
& andiere - Augustin Soileau fusilier —-~P. Zerengue - 

oyez (or Boyer) faits pour Lamanlbay Boyez faits pour 
FP. Manne - Rober de Lamorandiere - Fusslier de la Claire. 

Greets of Saint Landry to wit: I do hereby certify that 
the above three Pages are a true Copy from the Criginal 

of Record in my Office. In witness whereof I have hereto 
set my hand and Seal of Office at Cpnelousas this 8th 
June 1810. (Signed) Geo King P. Judge 

(Translation of the preceding contract) 

Before us Commandant of Opelousas in the presence of wit- 
nesses hereafter named and undersigned were present in per- 
son Noel Soileau, major son and master of his rights of the 
desceased Mr. Noel Solleau, keeper of the kine's storehouse 
Ge _cune we LCnes Torr, and of Dame Marie Josevh Richaume, his 
father and mother, native OFP=tHe parishioft SterCchartes on 
the German Coast, province of Louisiana,on one part and of 
Miss Angelique Fontenot called Bellevue, minor daughter of 
Pierre Fontenot called Bellevue, inhabitant of Opelousas and 
of Louise Doucet, her father end mother. ; Horn. es 
reer Oflsore.tibamons for the other part. The »vid Pierre 
Fontenot stivnulates end acts for the said minor girl with 
his consent and his name. Which parties with their good 
‘will and good intention and with the advice of their parents 
andetriends ,ihereatteranemedsetTotwit: onrthe parto.of-Sr. 
sotleau, Sieurs Robert Lamorandiere and Augustin Soileau his 
brother and brother-in-law and on the part. of the said Miss 
Angelique Fontenot, Sr. .Pierre.Fontenot, her father and Dane 
Merie.lovise Doucer, her aunt... have made the contract and _ 
agreement of marriage which follows. The future spouses 
promise in the name of the Law and Sacrement of Marriage to 
have the marriage celebrated and solemnized before the Ro- 
Meanecevnolve Church eat the siinst request.of one to the other. 
The community of the future spouses will be regulated and 
governed according to the custom and laws of Spain renounc- 
ing all cthers co the contrary even though this eolony 
should pass to another ruler. the future spouses will not 
be resnonsible for one another's debts contracted before 
marriage - on the contrary they must be settled by the one 
who contracted them without the vossessions of the other 
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WNC) 

_ Seeeaociey peice eeebana gives one-tenth to his said 
_ future (wife). The rights of the said future (wife) consist 

first. offi: horned animals large and small evaluated together 
at 300 livres; second, one sum of 2.264 livres in piastres 
gourdes which the ‘said future (wife) amassed by her industry 
and her economies; third, one sum of 376 livres coming from 
the tenth part which the future husband gave her on the total 
amount of his goods. All these three sums together add up 
to 3,000 livres constituting the rights of the said future 

(wife) end which she will deduct in case of divorce or of 

the decease of said future husband. The said future snouses 
understanding that the present contract wili be homolodaated 

constitute for that effect the person of the commandant 

below-signed. For also was managed, agreed, and acknowledged. 

Done and passed at our habitation the 30 Juiy 1-71 in the 

presence of Cieurs Pierre Zeringue, Jean Baptiste Soileau, 

Jean Louis Zeringue, Francois Manne. Laurent Bailly - required 

resident witnesses who signea in this draft with the Sieurs 

Lamoranciere, Augustin Soilcau, Angelique Fonteno, Pierre 

Fonteno, and us, Commandant of the district. Noel Soileau, 

Peete Pout nO, rus ticr De la Claire for Pierre 

Pee, rusilier DelaClaire; Soileau de lamorandiere: 

PUGUs tL infs0sleau ; Gmiss bbermjePae Zeringue Boyez for Lamaniboy 

Boyes for F. Manne; Robert De Lamorandiere- Fuselier de la 

Claire. é 

(Note: The record of the ba ceremony which followed 

ato COn beach collec archives at St. Mary's Catholic 

Church, New Roads, LouiSiana, and is dated August 19. 17/1. 

Noel (Etienne) Soileau was commander at the Avoyelles Post 

from approximately b/7SS amntivacs05. His baptism record 

in St. Charles Parish states that he was born April 30, 1745.) 
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rigeine (of a ‘Sait 
mee ‘rie 7 
Anoien officier ABE aeS a retired ofTicér; an officer 

on half-pay; French officer who had been stationed 
. Sed the Illinois country. 
hee effectif monnaie du prince: actual royal coin. 
fren. Jineal measure, approximately 192 feet; square 
measure, approximately .85 of an acre. 

Au défaut: by default; because of the absence of. 
Au domicile: at the residence. 
Ate tore sat tne fort. 
Autant de croits d'un an: having the size of a year- 

mOne” Of Spring. 

Beau-frére: brother-in-law; step-brother. 
Beau-pére: father-in-law; step-father. 
Berge(Barque): barge. 
Betes-a-Cornes: horned cattle. 
Betes Cavazines: pack norses;* inferior horses. 
Bijouteries: jewelery; ornaments. 
Bistaux(Bestiaux): cattle; domestic animals. 
Boeurs: oxen. 

Galéche: open carriage. 
Capitaine des Grenadiers et Commandant des Milices: 

Capua or trieeurenadiers and Commander of the Militia 
)Gepetaine ces tmidites de la-cote au dessous.de la 

houver te Orleans.) Capvaim of the Mils’tia-of the coast 
below New Orleans. 

Cer teimemeragué de Milice: senlor captain of the Militia 
-Carabineé: rifie. 
Carteronne libre:: free octarooner guadroon. 
CYrrarrete: Cart. 
Charrure(Charrue): plow. 
Cheval de caleche et ses harnois: buggy-horse and PCG 
Cheval de monture: riding horse. 
Cheval de selle: saddle-horse. 
Cloture: fence or enclosure. 
Coin du Mexique: Spanish money coined in Mexico. 
Comisione du Magasin d*artillerie de’Penzacola::~Com- 
missioner(guardian) of the artillery storehouse of. 

we riraecOn o. 
Commandant des milices: commander of the militia. 
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vans, hale a ia 
the Place occupied ty. 

Ser his province: (Louisiana. ) 
W3 ‘age rer part; in the basin. 

7 na record-office or court. 
C is post. — , 

ne: of fat Me eluding mattr: 
tle}: deceased. 

l'année: of the year. 
Tenet: from above. 
De tire: term used to denote a work-animal, ae; 

cheval de tire - work horse. . 
Dit; carleds micknamed. 
Diverses créances: various credits; various debts. 
Domt&é(Dompté&): gentled; tamed. 

' Droits paternel et maternel: right of paternal and 
maternal inheritance. 

Wiisepuemier slit: ct the Tirst marriage. 

Sa" 

Mueeis w.errects: Nousenold “soods; supplies. 
bnvavant donairée: will be given before. 
bmseiloec.wc milice: standard-bearer of the*militia. 
Entouré de pieux: enclosed with stakes. 
Escalin: money worth about 12% cents; one real. 

Feu(e): deceased. 
MuLs2yson; Junior. 
Fils(Fille) naturel(le): illegitimate child. 
Fusil: gun } 

Galerie: wide porcn 
Garde magasin du roi: keeper of the kins's storehouse. 
Garderobe: an armoire or wardrobe. 

Genisse: heifer. 

BevieoL On wep lace.o1 residence; farm or plantation 
owned. by the résident. 

Hardes?:.clothes; utensils: tools’ 
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spared ee 
pth of land given 

tae inte occupied by. 

Pe Saieatumaeenntananxe: clothes such 
: thesg@rshirts;ocetc. 
Lit garni: fully-dressed bed (tester, draperies, etc.) 
Lit tout monté: Bed, including mattress; pillows, and 

often bed linens. 
Livre: piece of French money used in colonial ROR ae 

having the value of 182 cents in 1727. 
Lors que le cas arrivera: when it happens(that). 

Maitre de ses droits: master of his rights; emancipated. 
Marchand: merchant. 

 Médecin: doctor; medical practitioner. 
Meres-vaches: mother cows. 
Metise: Indian half-breed; mongrel. 
Meubles: movable belongings. 
Moulin-a-pilon: mill used to husk rice and to crush 

corn or wheat into meal. 
Moyen cochon: medium-size pig. 
Mulatre: mulatto. 
Murier chenen blanc(Murer en chene blanc): walled with 

white oak. 

Negre: Negro 
Negrette: small Negro girl. 
Negrillon: small Negro boy. 

Parents:¢ relatives. 
Par Anterimes for, the interval; in the meantime. 
Par nous: by us.(Used in these documents to mean the. 

commandant, so is singular by me.) 
Pororsse: parish, ecclesiastical or r governmental. 
Parrain: god- father. 
Partage: division (usually of an estate.) 
Passé: passed. 
Pére: father; senior. 
Pilastre: word used in colonial Louisiana for the 

Spanish piece-of-eight; now used for the American 
AoOLlaT. 





_MArepent 31 (see Pont) - 
Beal: Spanish coin worth about 122 cents. Gednktncktes) : 

a er 
Armouj *% 

oe f= recogmition; rest tezent. 

Seur(Sceur): sister. 
Son propre oncle: ris own or true uncie, that is, 

not uncle by marriace. 
Sous-lieutenant: Sub-lieutemant; secomd licutenant. 
Suivants: suckling anirals, such as calves, colts; etc. 
Sur sol: on the sround. 

fant grendes que petites: both large and s=sail ones. 
Taureau: buil 
Teures: heifers. 

Une terre: 2 tract of land. : 

Vache: cow. 
Vaisselle: disnes. 
¥Yeut: widower. 
Veuve: widor. 
Vielle wacherie: old catile ranch. 
Vulgairement appvellée: comzonly called. 
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— Ardoin ad ie 33 

-Arnovl 59° 
Aucoin 24, 28, 29, 46 (see Ocoin) 

Bailly 17_ 

Barbare 20 

Banbe: 2 7/- 

Barrat 16, 38 

Barré 3, 14, 17, 30 

Baume (see de 1a Baume) 

Beaulieu 1 (see Bertrand dit Beaulieu) 

Beler (Belard) 44 

Belestre (see de Belestre) 

Beletre (see de Belestre) 

Bellair (Fontenot dit Bellair) 35 

Bellemer (29) 

Bellevue (Fontenau dit Bellevue) 2, 32 

Bello 40, 64 

Belmeyer 9 

Benoit 29 

Berthelot 43, 55 

Bertrand (Bertrand dit Beaulieu) 53 
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Bourg 33, 34, 42 

Bourgeois 33 
Boutin 48 

_ Brasseux 29 

rye Brau (Breaux or Braud) 19 

Breaux (see Brau) 

Bridom 68 (see Prudhomme) 

Brice 7h, 355. 36 

Brooks 68 

Caron 27 

Carriere 8, 41, 50 

Gactille 43.55 

Cour (see La Cour) 

Cauvio 61 

Chatellron (Chatellreav) (see Roi dit Chatellron) 

Chauffert 41 

Chiasson 33 

Chevalier 16, 38 

Clapion 49 

Clark 68 

Beret nevligiee. 50, 66 
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— Daniau 26 

_ de Belestre (ike 

—-Decyir 30 | 

de Dufossat (see Soniat de Dufossat) 

Degin 9 | | 

de la Baume 4 

| de la Pinte (de ce Puente) 27 

Demarest (Desmarest) ae 

Desmoulins 15 

de Soto 57 (see Soto) 

de Vidrine 37 (see Viderine and Vidrine) 

de Villiers 61 (see Coulon de Villiers) 

| Does Te) 

"Doucet 2, 32, 37, 39 

Dreux. 59 

Un eens 6h 

“Duclot 32 

Dufossat (see Soniat de Dufossat) 
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ea FAs ae 
Be couffié 18 

— Rerdowin (eee Aréoin) 
—— on Bsetoutz 20  ~ 

‘Hayes (ese Tray) 
iguran 61 | 

at febert t He t*ait 

Fontenau 13, 25, 32, 39, 62 
neneteoe oof 36, Se 

Fontenelle 50 

Fontenette 50 

Fontenot 2, 51, 57, 63 

Fores 46 (see Forest) 

Forest 39 

Foret (see Forest end Fores) 

Francoeur 24 

Gaterd oe 

Galiot 23 

Gaspar 48 

peoree 6 

Gholson 66 

Girardi 17 

Gordon 67 

Gradenigo Coe so 7 
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ona lt + py ee 

ae ' 5 
K i ag 

eae ae -Herdout: (see Ardoin) 

; “Hayes (see Tray) — 
Hebert (Hebert dit Milan) 47 

“Heimer 31 

Jeanson (Jeansonne or Johnson) 61 

egeansonne 31 

Jeunesse (see La Jeunesse) 

Johnson (see Jeanson and Jeansonne) 

Joubert 235; 63 

Juchereau eee St. Denis) 

Jutra 24 

Julie 21 

Kintrek (Kintrek ait Duponth)4, 11(see le Kintrect:} 

Krebs 26, 41, 67 (see Creps) 

La Baume (see de la Baume) 

Lave ounn7 

La Grange 25 

Leeueuncese 1 

Laeitothe 26, 18, .38 

Landry 43, 55 
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Mipsasties) 22, 66 

le Kintrect 16,. Be Gabe ee) 

‘Lemelle ho 

Livaudai ein Patneis) 50 

Malvot 15 _ 

Marcantel 7 

Marie Jeanne 6, 21 

Marks 43 | 

“Mayeux 47 

Nareveia at 

Meuillon 16, 38, 40 

. Milan (see Hebert dit Milan) 

BMME tered , 8 

Missonier 42 (see Muissonniere) 

Muissonniere 34 

- Neveu 14 . 

— Nezat 30 

Normend 28 

~—Ocoin 44 (see Aucoin) 
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Pitre 355 aan 

Poiret 18 

Pont 31 (see Andrepont) 

erases ee Provos) 

Provos 30 

Prudhomme 27, 68 

Regist 45 

Reytenauer 68 

Richard 44 

Richaume 2 

Rivard 2u 

Roi 7 (see Roy) 

Roman 3 

Rougeau (see Roujot) 

Roujot 63 

Rousseau 26 

Roy 47, 62 (see Roi) 

St..Denis (Juchereau de St. Denis) 10 

St. Laurent 64 

Saintmont 4 
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Voorhie: A 
mea 27 * 

Nhite 11, 22 
‘Soniat ae Dufossat 59 

Wiild 29. 
, Sonnier 42 (see Saunier) 
Zamo 

: opti (de Soto)™.10 

Stelly 9, 43, 55 

Stoots 68 

Stuts 62 

Sylvestre (see Silvestre) 

Taillefer 64 

Tate (see Tete) 

Tatman (see Tettman) | 

‘Tesson UES 4 

Tete (Tate) 51 

Tettman (Tatman) 66 

Therese 20 

Thabaudot 1; 24, 33 

Thibodeaux (see Thibaudot and Thibodot). 

PALEOdoOGs 33 

Trahan 29, 4& 

Terrebonne (see Dupre dit Terrebonne) 
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